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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 1 2th February, 1940 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of $be Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) m 
the Chair 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers 

Gbievanoes of Tobacco Gbowebs 

177. *PrOf N G Ranga Will the Honouribl> the Finance Member be 
pleased to state 

(al if it is a fact that representations have been sent to him and the Cen¬ 
tral Board of Revenue about the grievances of the Tobacco Growers in connec¬ 
tion with the Tobacco Excise Duty Rules, if so, when, 

(b) whether on these lepresentations, the views of the Tobacco Excise Offi¬ 
cers stationed in the Guntur and Kistua Districts were obtained, if so, what 
they are, 

(c) whether the Confeience of Excise Col.e<_tors lecently held in Simla con¬ 
sidered these representations, if so, wbat their decisions are, 

(d) the final orders of Government on these ^presentations, 

(e) whethm Government will be pleased to welcome the co-opeiation of the 
Tobacco Groweis’ Associations m the collection of information regarding the * 
planting of tobacco, the distubutiou of T P 1 and TP2 and othei foims, in 
the filling up of warehouse forms, bonds, etc, and 

(f) whether Government propose to call a conference between the Growers’ 
Associations and the Depaitment to work out a scheme of co-operation m order 
to minimise the troubles and the growing haiassment of peasants? 

The Honourable Sir Arcmbald Rowlands, (a) Yes m August 1945 

(b) Reports from tne local officers disclosed that the various points laised 
therein had been -discussed in detail with the representatives of the groweis and 
cureis of the Guntur area and with my Honourable friend, that the adjustments 
in procedure which had progressively been made wherever lemediable difficulties 
were found to exist had been explained to them and that there was at present 
no genuine cause tor grievance 

(c) This conference generally discussed means of facilitating excise operations 
in relation to growers and curers The Conference is held annually for the 
purpose of discussing all problems and difficulties arising during the year which 
have not been resolved m correspondence and it surveys the whole field, both 
of primary production, trading and manufacture and excise operations of all 
kinds throughout the country 

(d) In view of what I have just said, no further action on the part of Govern¬ 
ment was necessary 

(e) Government will always welcome the general co-operation of all persons 
concerned in the production, manufacture and distribution of tobacco, but exeiBe 

operations such as those referred to m the question must, for obvious reasons, 

be conducted by authorised officers of the Crown in direct, relation with the 
producer, manufacturer or trader concerned The Honourable Member has, 
however, since agreed, at my suggestion to discuss with the local officers how 
far such co-operation, jf forthcoming, could m practice assist their operat'ons 

(f) Government arc satisfied that adequate arrangements already exist for 
maintaining effective liaison between their officers and the various branches of 
the tobacco,industry throughout the country 

Prol H. G- Ranga: What is the objection that Government has for consult¬ 
ing tobacco growers associations also as a part of the grpwers with whom they 
(813 ) 
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have to maintain direct relations? The Honourable Member said that Govern 
ment preferred to maintain direct relations with growers I suggest that in the 
phrase “direct relations’ the growers associations should also be taken 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: As my Honourable friend knows, 

I suggested to him the other day that there were certain diihculties in accepting 
Other than the pioducer s declarations about the amount of tobacco he was 
growing, but that if he could peisuade the authorities, including myself, that 
a satisfactory scheme could be evolved, I would willingly consider it I suggest¬ 
ed that the Honourable Membei should take part m a tripartite discussion 
between the excise officers on the spot, the grows is ind the association, and 
my own office 

Prof N G Ranga May I suggest that after considering the suggestion of 
my Honourable fiiend, will it be possible for the Government to call for a con¬ 
ference of two or three or four officers who are on the spot at Guntur and m 
Madras—they can be got lieie and then the Honourable Member and myself 
End the President of the Central Board of Revenue and others interested in this 
matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands As you know, I suggested to fly 
the Honourable Membti to Madras at Government expense but I gathei bis 
business in the House prevents his doing that but I would willingly tr\ and 
arrange a conference in Dtlhi if he prefers it 

Shooting or I N A Pkisonebs in Nilganj Camp 
178 ’Prof N G Ranga Will the War Secietarv be pleased to state 

(a) when and why the I N A prisoners in the Nilganj P 0 W camp were 
Ahot at In the jail oi camp authorities, 

(b) how many of the I N A piisoners weie (i) killed and (n) injured, 

(c) what has happened to the trial of Captain Menon, the Superintendent 
of the Jml by the Court Martial, 

(d) whether anv compensation was paid or is intended to be paid to the dis¬ 
abled IN A piisoners, and to the dependants of the deceased prisoners, and 

(e) what steps are being taken to prevent the repetition of such mishap# 
in othei P 0 W camps foi I N A prisoners? 

Mr P Mason (a) A shooting incident took place at * the P 0 W camp 
Nilganj on the 25th September 1945 I do not think it would be proper for 
me to comment on the reasons for that incident as the cise is subjudtee 

(b) Five civilian internees were killed and nine injured 

(c) The trial of Captain Menon has not quite finished The findings of the 

Court Martial are at present awaiting confirmation and will shortly be promul¬ 
gated * 

(d) The question of compensation must depend upon the results of the Court 
Martial I have referred 

(e) Very explicit instructions have been issued which should prevent any such 
incident in future 

I N A Prisoners 

179. *Prof V G Ranga. Will the War Secretary be p’eased to state 
(a) the total number of I N A prisoners, 

(l) how many of them are now in hospitals, 

(o) how many more are m receipt of medical treatment, 

(d) how many of those admitted into the hospitals are suffering from fi) 
injuries inflicted during the shooting incidents m these camps (n) heart or lung 
trouble (m) bad nerves and paralysis (iv) partial or full insanity (v) other 
■enous “ailments, 

(e) whether any first class and adequate medical aid is being provided lot 

these prisoners, ( 
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( t . ii go, what is the per capita expenditure upon the medical assistance 
being given to these prisoners, say per mensem, and 

(g) how does it compare with similar expenditure incurred on the P 0 W 
camps of other prisoners? 

Mr. P. Mason I should explain, Sir, that the figures I am about to give 
concern only those prisoners who are members of the Indian Army With t is 
proviso, the replies to the Honourable Member’s questions are as follows 

(a) about 4,225 in India under interrogation and perhaps 1,500 going through 
Regimental Centres for discharge There are about 3,000 overseas 

(b) 413 of whom the majority came direct to hospitals in India m hospital 
ships 

(c) No return is made of those who report for daily treatment and are not 
detained in hospital, so it is impossible to give this information 

(d) (l) Three are suffering from gunshot wounds 

(n) 94 are suffering from tubirculosis and 25 fiom other chest tioubles 

(m) 11 are suffering from nervous diseases and paialysis i 

(iv) 22 are mental cases 

(v) 18 have other serious ailments 

(e) , (f) and (a) These prisoners receive exactly the same standard of medical 
treatment as other officers and soldiers of the Indian Army and enemy prisoners 
of war As far as the medical profession is concerned they aie all human beings 
in need of medical attention and no differentiation is made I do not think, 
therefore, that the considerable effort which would be needed to supply inform¬ 
ation as to the cost per head of medical treatment would be justified 

Prof N G Ranga How do the Government account for such a large number 
of people—twenty two—suffering from partial or full insanity when there are 
only eleven suffering from nervous diseases and paralysis and even fewer suffer¬ 
ing from heart trouble? 

Mr P Mason That will involve a wide incursion into the fields of surmise 
Prof N G Ranga ■ But do not Government receive periodical reports from 
officers concerned in ngnrd to the disease® from which these people are suffeimg 
and the causes therefor? 

Mr. P Mason: I am unable to read the report on every person In the Indian 

Army who is under hospital treatment 

Prof N G Ranga I submit, Sir, that is a very irresponsible answer It 
must be the task of some officer m his Department or m some other Department 
which is responsible to him to study these reports and supply him with the 
necessary information I would lik«* to know whether he will take the trouble 
to make inquiries hereafter at least m the light of these supplementary questions 
that I have put? 

^ Mason Had I been asked what is the cause of these cases I would 
have supplied the information, hut I cannot be expected to have it in my head 
all the time I have looked into one case which engaged my attention and 
1 shall look into the others 

Shri Mohanlal Saksena: May I know how many of them developed insanity 
after arrival m India? J 

Mr P. Mason: I should require notice of that 

Captain Dhaham Sinqh Shooting Incident 
180. *Prof. H. G R&ilga: Will the War Secretary be pleased to state- 

(a) the full facts regarding the Captain Dharam Singh shooting Incident it 
the Ihinkar-gacha camp, ^ 

Tb) whether Captain Dharam Singh complained before he was shot at 
agsmst the restrictions imposed on his movements, and, J so. when and to 
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(c) why were those restrictions imposed on him and what answer was given 
to him to his complaints and by whom, 

(d) whether any enquiry was made mto that shooting incident, and, if so, 
wheL and by whom, and what are the results oi that enquiry, 

(e) what is the present state of his health, 

(f) where is he being kept, 

(g) what is the nature of treatment givui to him, and 

(h) whether Government wiL order a public enquiry into the whole of this 
unhappy affun and if not, why not? 

Mr, P Mason (a) I would invite the attention of the Honourable Member 
to the discussion which took place m this House on the 22nd of last month on 
Mr Satya Naram binlia’s adjournment motion 
(b) No, Sir 

(c; A 1 - regards the hrst part he was under arrest, the second pait does not 
arise 

(d) Yes, Sir, a propetly constituted Court of Enquiry has been held, the 
findings of which have been conhrmfd by the Sub-Area Commander Jemadar 
Dliuram Singh ignored the sentry s challenge, and no blame attaches to the 
sentry 

(e) , (f) and (g) He is making good progress towards recovery at the C M H 
at Barrackpore where he is leceivmg the same attention as any other patients 

(h) The whole incident has been fully inquired into and Government does not 
• consider that any furthei inquiry is necessary 

Prof N. G Ranga. I, it not a fact that the whole inquiry was made m 
caweia b, tli. departmental officers 0 

Mr P Mason Tho inquiry was made departmontally by military officers 
It w i, not particularly in camera and there was no reason why anyone should 
not give evidence if he wished to do so 

Prof N. G Ranga Did Captain Dharam Singh provide any defence counsel 
to defend his own case 0 

Mr P Mason. There was no question of any defence # counsel He was not 
accused of anything 

Shn Sri Pr&kasa What was the nature of the inquiry’ 

Mr P Mason 1 It was a court of inquiry which is held whenevr a sentry 
fires a round An inquiry is held into the circumstances in which he fires a 
round and the court records a finding as to whether he was right m doing so 
In this case, the circumstances are crystal clear and I have repeatedly explained 
them m this House The man was tiying to go out thiough the wire He was 
challenged not three times, as I said before, but six times He refused to 
answer and continued to try to escape and the sentry fared That firing was in 
accordance with orders and was correct 

Shri Sri Prakasa: May I take it that Captain Dharam Singh was given every 
opportunity to state his own case? 

Mi P Mason. He was challenged by the sentry six times 
Shri Sri Prakasa I am asking whether in the course of the inquiry Captain 
Dharam Singh was given every opportunity to make his own statement? 

Mr P. Mason. No, Sir No statement was called for 
Shri Sri Prakasa Then, Sir, may I take it that inquiries were made without 
consulting the chief man concerned? 

Mr. P. Mason: No, Sir The man concerned was the sentry It was the 
sentry into whose actions the inquiry was taking place 

Shri 8ri Prakasa: May I take it that the Honoursble Member seriously 
suggests that Captain Dharam Singh was not at all concerned and there was no 
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1 necessity of asking him any questions or giving him any opportunity of making 
a statement and presenting his own case? 

Ur. P. Mason I did not say that he was not concerned What I said was 
that the inquiry which was being made was into the conduct of the sentry and 
the sentry was the person concerned Had it transpired that the sentry had 
behaved wrongly, then there would have been a case for a possible court martial 

Shri Sri Prakaaa. Was it not necessary to ask Captain Dharam Singh whether 
he was or was not challenged six times? 

Mr. P. Mason No, Sir 

Mr. President That is a matter of opinion Next question 

Creation of Fund for crediting unclaimed Interims op Musiim Savings Bank 
D' rosiTOBS 

181 *Mr Ahmed E. H Jafler (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state whether Government are aware of the announcement made n the 
Council of State as far back as on the 12th September, 1927, in reply to a 
question of Sir Ebrahim Haroon Jafler, to the effect that Government were 
willing to make airangements for facilitating the payment into special funds 
supported by representative Muslim bodies, of sums representing the interest 
earned upon monies standing to the credit of Muslim depositors in the Post 
Office Savings Banks, which the individual depositors do not wish to claim 
for themselves’ 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state what steps they have taken during 
this period of about 18 years to bring to the notice of the innumerable Muslim 
funds established and supported by responsible Muslim organisations all over the 
country of the arrangements which they had pioposed to make to facilitate the 
payment into such funds of the sums pertaining to the interests earned bv Mus¬ 
lim depositors in the Post Offk e Savings Banks who do not wish to claim «u< h 
interests? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to inform this House of the steps, if any, 
taken by them to bring to the notice of individual Muslim depositors in the 
Post Office Savings Banks the facilities which they had intended to provide 
to enable them to give the requisite direction as to the disposal of the interest 
money standing in their names? 

(d) As the number of Muslim depositor m the Post Office Savings Banks is 
very large, and as a substantial propoitiou of them are likely to be in the re¬ 
motest parts of the country did Government take steps to give the widest 
possible publicity to ensure that the implications of their announcements were 
fully appreciated by the vast number of Muslim depositors? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table full details, Province 
by Province, of the amounts earned as interest by Muslim depositors but not 
claimed by them for the past 15 years in (i) Postal Savings Banks, and (n) in 
other Banks? 

Mr B. 0. A. Cook, (a) Yes 

(b) The initiative in the matter was left to the Muslims themselves It 
was for them to establish a special fund (or funds) for the purpose and there¬ 
after for the individual depositors to give the requisite directions 

(c) and (d) Government gave no undertaking cither to bring the arrange¬ 
ment to the notice of the individual depositors or to take any special measures 
for giving publicity to it 

(e) The information is not readily available and Government do not consider 
that the advantage to be gained from the compilation of the necessary statistics 
would be commensurate with Jhe labour and expense involved 

Mr. Ahmed X. H. Jafler: How do you expect the Muslims to administer the 
fund or to form the fund unless the Bank or the Post Office gives lo us the 
money which is lying with the Bank or the Post Office? 
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Hr President 1 could not follow the question 

Mr Ahmed £ H. Jailer • The Honourable Member said in h s reply that it 
is for the Muslims to admin ster the fund I am asking how is it possible for 
the Muslims to do so without getting the money that is lying n the Post Omoea 
or the Bank unolamed? 

Mr. President: That is asking for the advice The Honourable Member can 
ask for information only 

Dr Sir Zia TJddin Ahmad I raised a similar question when Sir George 
Schuster was the Finance Member and he gave me some figures which were 
available in the Finance Department So, the figures up to that time are 
available m the office The thing was left because he wanted to put a condition 
that the opinion of all the Muslim charitable bodies should be invited, which 
was impossible 

Mr President What is the question? If each Honourable Membei were 
to put a question with a long introduction, it will not be possible for us to reach • 
further questions at all Only questions should be put for eliciting any answer 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad My question is whether the Honourable Member 
has seen the file of the questions and answers given to me by Sir George 
Schuster on the same issue ? 

Mr. BOA Cook* I will look them up 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafler May I invite his attention to a resolution moved 
by Sir Ebiahm Haroon Jaffer and adopted by the Council of State? Will he 
take the tiouble of aiding that debate? 

Mr BOA Oook: I have seen the debate 


Shrl Sri Prakasa* Sir, I should like to be enlightened on the question of 
procedure This question is addressed to the Honourable the finance Member 
When the Honourable the Finance Member is himself present m the House, 1 
do not know how he can delegate his duties to some one else regarding the 
answering of questions 

Mr President* The Finance Member is competent to delegate this function 
to any of his subordinate or to his colleague 

Prof N G Ranga They ought to have informed us who this other gentle 
man is 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena Has that been done with your peiimssion, Sir 0 

Mr President Yes 


Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad Is it not a fact that the interest of these invest 
ments was not handed over to the Christian charitable institutions 9 If so, 
where is the money lving? Has it been confiscated bv the Government 0 
Mr B 0. A Oook* The money is being accounted for 
Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad Is it lying with the Government or has it been 
handed over to other charitable institutions? 


Mr BOA Oook The money is still with the Government 
Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad Do you want to confiscate it° 

Mr. B. 0 A Oook* No, Sir 


Hajl Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth: My friend Mr Jaffer did not say that 
the Government gave an undertaking He wants to know what steps Govern- 
ment nave taken to in\est these individual deposits? 

- 1 *? B J ° f °?° k ' Government did not undertake to take any such step 
and therefore they did not take any step 

Shri Sri Prakasa May I know if even when the interest is not paid to the 
investors the Government computes the amount of interest accrued and 
accounts for it under definite heads? 


Mr. B 0. A Oook: Yes, Sir 
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Mr. Ahmed £ H Jailer Will the Honouiabk* Membti consider the question 
ot appointing a Committee of the Muslim Members of the Central Legislature 
to administer this Fund? 

Mr B. 0. A. Cook I think a non official Committee can form itself 

Mr. Ahmed E. H Jafler Will you hand over this money to the Committee? 

Mr President Next question 

DEMCuiDi/vrioN ot Higher Paid Personnel of Indian Forces 

182 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the War Secretaiy please state how many 
men receiving more than Rs, 200 per month including allowances, are being 
demobilised m (i) the Army, (11) the Royal Indian Navy, and (in) the Indian 
Air Force? 

(b) Is it a fact that it is proposed to send away men, who have put in 
several yeais’ service, and to recruit for the purposes of the Department as a 
whole new personnel either from India or from Britain, or from the British 
Aimy m India? 

(c) What arrangements have been made for the absorption of those Indians, 
who aie being sent away from any one of the branches into (1) Civil Seivice, 
Forests Education, Irrigation or oilier Sei vices, and (11) industries, existing and 
post war, as well as shipping? 

(d) Is any preference being given to the Indians, who will be demobilised 
undu the proposal, ovei Britixhus who have applied tor admission to the Indian 
Civil Service, the Irrigation Seivice, the Police Service and other Services? 
If not, why not? 

Mr P Mason, (a) It would be impossible to give accurate figures m answer 
to this part of the question since allowances vary according to location and 
appointment held it the Honourable Member will specify the ranks and trades 
in which he is mteiested, 1 shall be glad to give him the figures 

(b) Yes, Sir, it is pioposed to send away from the Services those who are m 
excess of the figure which is being assumed for the Post war Services At the 
same time it is necessary to provide for the future a flow of persons of suitable 
age and the recruitment of ^oung officers and other ranks is beginning As 
already announced id the Piess, recruitment to the Indian Aimj and Lloyal 
Indian Air Force will be entirely Indian, although it is hoped also to obtain 
by secondment the services of a number of British officers toi so long as they 
are required In the case of the Royal Indian Navy, recruitment will be of 
Indians only except foi 40 British officeis now serving on the resetve who will 
be required on account of the greitei difficulties of secondment in the case of 
the Navy 

(c) (i) They will be eligible foi permanent vacancies m Government Service 
a percentage of which are reserved for mtn with wai service 

(11) A Resettlement and Employment Organization has been set up to guide 
and help them in their resettlement in civil life and finding employment for them 
tn various industries, etc For further information on the subject I would invite 
attention of the Honourable Member to the ‘Progress Report’ of the Organiza¬ 
tion for the period from the 18th July to the 31st December 1945, copies of 
which are available in the Libraiy of the House 

(d) This question is really for the Honourable Home Member However, 
in the ICS and I P recruitment of Europeans and Indians to the reserved 
vacancies will be made in the same proportion as before the war, due allowance 
being made for those lecruited since the outbreak of the hostilities 

As regards the Central Services, recruitment is ordinaulv restricted to 
British subjects of Indian domicile or dseoent 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of the very great importance of this question 
to the officers concerned who have worked in the Indian Armv, Navv and Air 
Forces, will the Honourable Member either confirm or denv the information 
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which I have got, namely that about 2,000 persons are being sent away in due 
course from the Indian Navy on the plea that the Indian Navy is not big enough 
to absorb them, and at the same time, dOO ofhcers are being taken from 
R N Y R , and R N Reserve from the British Navy When Indian boys are 
being sent away in this number, why aie Bntishers taken in their place? 

Mr P Mason No, Sir, that is not exactly the coirect position I have not 
got the exact figures in my head Something in the natuie of about 2,000 are 
bemg reduced because the present strength is greatly in e\cesb of future needs 
The number of Bntish officers who are being given permanent commissions is, 
as I exp) nned, 40 They ue people who are already serving m R I N V R 
and they stand aga nst the number—I think it is 60, I forget exactly—of Indians 
who are already m that reserve who aie bemg given permanent commissions 
The number to which the Hoiimnable Member lefers—again I have not got the 
exact figuus—ib undoubtedly the number who are proposed eventually for 
•econdment fioin the Royal Navy temporarily for one or two years Their 
term-, have not vet been -.(ttled But m fact, it is very doubtful whether the 
Royal Navy will be able to spare them 

Mr Manu Subedar* What are the reasons for the Government throwing out 
hundreds of voung Indians who have done valuable service for ovei four years 
during the war and who have got a good record and for not using them and 
instead of that importing or to use youi strange term, ‘seconding’, 300 Britishers 
in their place? Whv don t you adjust and use these very men whom you have 
trained up and who have done good service? 

Mr. P Mason: As I explained to the Honourable Member privately the 
other day, the necessity for anv service is to have an even flow, a steady flow 
* of officers and not to have everv one of the same age We have m any case 
to reduce our RTN verv considerably otherwise we will have a very consi 
derable number on our hands We want to avoid making the mist ike which 
was mide after ihe last war when a laree number of men recruited during the 
war were of the same seniority and had to be axed from the seivice, years 1 iter 
when they were nearly all 3*5 years old and they had to start m new professi ,ns 
Mr Manu Subedar Apart fiom these 300 who are being imported, why 
should 40 permanent commissions be given to Bntishers, when Indians— 
Hindus, Muslims Christians and others —who have served in the Indian navv 
with distinction are being thrown out’ 

Mr. P. Mason There are certain specialist appointments and other appoint¬ 
ments into which it is felt that only people who have certain experience will fit 
As for the question relating to 300, as T explained already, that is by no means 
yet settled or determined 

Mr Manu Subedar Tn view of the feeling on this sale of the House ard I 
take it to be the feeling in all sections may I know whether the Government 
Will not make on ende ivour not to take these 300 and these 40 when with 
suitable adjustments they can use 340 out of 2,000 whom they want to throw 
out? 

Mr P Mason Wc will give our attention to this suggestion 
Mr Prank R Anthony What is the total number on a permanent basis of 
European and Indian officer-, that you intend to keep? 

Mr P Mason I am afraid I cannot give the figure now' 

Mr Frank R Anthony Do vou intend to recruit Indian officers on a perma¬ 
nent basis? 

Mr P Mason' Yes, Sir 

Building Constbttctions at Cessation of Hostilities 
188 *Mr Manu Subedar: (a) Will the War Secretary please state how 
many buildings were m the course of construction at the time when (\) hostili¬ 
ties with Germany ceased and (n) hostilities with Japan ceased, for each of the 
separate Army Commands? 
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Q) How many of them were permitted to be completed and why? 

(c) How maily new buildings were permitted to be started after the hostili¬ 
ties with Germany ceased, and why? 

(d) What is the value of the building material, which is carried in hand by 
the War Department m each of the separate Commands, and when and by 
what method will this be disposed of to satisfy the acute requirements of the 
civil population’ 

Mr P. Mason It is not possible to give the Honourable Member a rep'y in 
all the detail asked (a) The number of projects costng over one lakh m the 
course of construction on the cessation of hostil ties with (1) Germany were 689, 
(2) Japan 573 

sat on of hostil ties in the West in no way reduced the military 
a India on the contrary the tendency was for the load to increase because 
of the intensification of opcratonal planning lor the Far Fast Howevti, 
between the surrender of Germany and the surrender of Japan 16 projects weio 
cancelled because they were of low pnorty and cou'd not lie completed in time 
foi operations 

After the surrender of Japan a review of all projects was undeitukcn with 
a view to the immediate stoppage of all works wheie possible Consequently 
work was stopped on 322 out of the 573 projects with a resultant saving of 
between Its 8 and 9 crores Work was peim tted to continue only on the 
grounds of continued necessity foi a pioject oi when economic consideiat ons 
required completion 

(o) 111 new projects were sanctioned between V E and V J days for 
reasons I have just given 

(d) Essential budding materials, such as bricks, cement^and timbu aie not 
purchased for stock but on a monthly basis for known requ lements Such 
stocks must be cons dered negligible and no disposal problem arises Thus the 
military are unable to assist the civil population from their ictual slocks but 
their lessened demands leaves the greater portion of India’s output at the d s- 
posal of civil consumeis 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of the 'act that the uiilitarv appropr ated to 
themselves almost the entire available building material throughout the war 
period, and in v ew of the fact that very acute res'dential distress was felt in 
all major cit es of India, and more particularly in Bombay, may I know whether 
the military cannot slacken or suspend their building activities now so as to give 
a chance to the c vil population for proceeding with their hous ng ? 

Mr. P. Mason* Sir, as I already explained, it has been very considerably 
slackened 322 out of 573 projects have been given up We have reserved only 
such projects as it would be uneconomical to leave three fourths finished and not 
complete them and those we shall need for post-war purposes We have 
slackened the building programme as much as we can 

Mr Manu Subedar: I refer to the new projects wh oh have been started 
since the cessation of hostilities Even if they are considered necessary foi the 
military in due course, will not my Honourable friend consider this that they 
may be taken not with the same speed and with the same monopoly of bu’ldmg 
mater als as you have been doing in the past and that housing needs foi civil 
population may be given precedence? 

Mr. P Mason* Yes, Si>*, we will consider that 

Seth Govind Das Is it not a fact that cement is avaTable now for private 
use, but that iron and steel are not available for ordinary civilian consumers ? 

Mr, P. Mason: I must ask for notce 

Dr, Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: T understand it is released now 
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Bbitish and Alued Tkoops in India 

184. *Mr Manu Subedar. (a) Will the War Secretary please state the highest 
total number during the war in India of the (i) British troops, (n) USA troops, 
and (m) troops of other Allies? 

(b) What is the number of troops under these categories now? 

(c) By what time and in what stages is it proposed to reduce this number? 

(d) What is the minimum number of British troops, which will be mam- 
tamed in India as part of the Indian army? 

(e) Is it a fact that all orders and instructions in connection with the recruit¬ 
ment, promotion, retirement and changes in connection with the British section 
of the army in India are received from the War Council in the United Kingdom, 
or from Generals and officials directly responsible to the War Council? 

(f) Is it a fact that the Government of India have no power whatsoever in 
regard to this matter? 

Mr P Mason (a) (1) Br tish troops—246,000, (11) American troops—170,000, 
(ill) Troops of other Allies—58,093 

(b) I am afraid it would not be m the public interest to disclose the number 
of troops at present in India 

(c) British aud African troops are now being returned to the Un ted Kingdom 
and Africa ab they become eligible for re'ease and repatriation, and as shipp ng 
becomes available 

Troops of the U S Army aie rapidly leaving aud will all be gone by the end 
of Maicli, except for a few engaged in the d sposal of U S stores and assets 
# m India 

There are negligible numbers of other Allied troops m the country now and 
most of them are qp the point of departure 

(d) The number oi British troops to remain in India eventually will be for 
the decision of the future Government of Ind'a 

(e) and (f) Yes, Sir, Decisions as to the recruitment, promotion and retire¬ 
ment of British Units of the Army in India are received from tho War Office 

All oiders and instruct ons relating to British personnel serving with the 
Indian Army are issued by the Government of India 

Mr. Mann Subedar: With reference to part (d), what is the minimum number 
-of Bntish troops wb’ch will be maintained m Inda as pait of the Indian army > 
My Honourable tnend says that it is left to the future Government of India 
Until the future Government of India is installed— f it is not merely British 
propaganda to talk of future Governments—lias he not received instructions 
from the United Kingdom on th s subject, which is giving instructions on every 
army issue ? 

Mr. P Mason. No, Sir, most emphatically not 

Mr Manu Subedar' At what stage will the question be decided about the 
final number to wh ch the Br tish troops m this country will be brought down? 

Mr P, Mason On the assumption that there will be a transfer of power 
some time during the next summer, the period under considerat on is only six 
months so that no question of a minimum arises 

Mr. Frank R Anthony Has the attention of the Honourable Member been 
drawn to a recant debate m the House of Commons where it was alleged that 
there is an unnecessarily large number of British troops in this country ? 

Mr. P. Mason: No, Sir 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony: Was his attention drawn to a statement by Major 
Wyatt that the officers in the G H Q are falling over one another aud do not 
know what to do with themselves? 

Mr P. Mason: I have seen that, but I do not think it arises out of the 
quest on set down on the paper 
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Mr Manu Subedar. W 11 Government g ve this House a clear idea as to why 
the British personnel is so terribly discontented at the slowness of demobilise 
tion and if I may ask on behalf of the Indian side of this House—why addit onal 
charges in connection vv th the Br tish personnel is still being heaped on the 
head of India? 

Mr P. Mason The reason why they are discontented is that they want to 
leave Inda, and they cannot go away because of lack of shipping 

Indian Troops sent Abroad after Cessation of Hostilities 

185. *Mr P B Gole (a) Will the War Secretaiv be pleased to state the 
names of the Countries where the Indian troops were sent foi quelling local 
d sturbances after the cessation of hostilities with the Axis Nations? 

(b) At whose instance were the Indian troops sent? 

(c) Was sending of such troops necessary for the defence of India’ 

(d) Who has borne the expenses of these troops? 

(e) What is the number of troops so sent, and the number of casualties? 

Mr. P. Mason: (a) Indian tioops have not been sent to anv lountiy for the 

purpose of quelling disturbances The forces of the United Nations, including 
Indian Forces, have been sent to all countres which, during the war were 
enemy or enemy occupied, for the purpose of imprisoning enemy troops, and 
releas ng prisoners of war and civilian internees For these purposes Indian 
troops have been sent, since the end of hostilities to Greece, Malaya, Siam, 
Ftench Indo Chun Netherlands East Indies and Borneo 

(b) Indian troops like any other forces of the United Nations were sent to 
various places during and after the war by the Supreme Allied Command^ 
of the theatre in quest on acting on a policy agreed to by all the Governments 
interested 

(c) Yes, Sir It was ihe logical outcome o the successful defence of India 

(d) H's Majesty’s Government n the United Kingdom 

(e) T am sorry that I cannot give these figuies m the public interest 

Mr P B dole 1 May I know what knd of defence of India was involved in 
sending out Indian troops aftei the cessation of hostilities’ 

Mr P Mason As I have explained, it was the log cal outcome of the 
successful defence of India As I explamtd in the debate the other day, it 
naturally follows on the conclus on of hostihties that the troops which have 
obtamed a victory move forward to occupy the enemy’s territories 

Mr P B Gole May I know if the sending of troops to Indones a was 
necessary for the defence of India? 

Mr. P. Mason: My answer is the same as the answer which I have just 
given 

Prof. N. G. Ranga. When will the time come, in the view of Government, 
when it will not be necessary to move Ind an troops abroad on the orders of 
the Allied Command or of the Br.t'sh Command? 

Mr. P. Mason: They are not sent abroad on the orders of any authority 
outside India 

lb. Manu Subedar. Are they not &ent in accordance with the orders of the 
Defence Council sitting in London? 

Mr. P. Mason: Orders are issued by the Government of India 

Mr. Manu Subedar: But are no instructions received from the Defence 
■Council m London? 

Mr. P, Mason: Not instructions but consultation 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Only two minutes ago my Honourable friend said in 
reply to a question of mine that these instructions are received from London. 

I refer to clause (e) of quest on No 184 
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Mr. P. Mason That is about recruitment, promotion, and retirement of 
British Units of the Army n India, it has nothing to do vmh operations or 
movements of troops 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May 1 know what the cost of these 
movements has been after the cessation of hostiht es ? 

Mr P Mason That is a matter for His Majesty’s Government, so I have 
got no figures about it 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Is not the cost incurred in the fiist 
instance f rom the Indian exchequer? 

Mr P Mason No, Sr 

Shn Mohan Lai Sakaena Were the views of this House regaLding the send¬ 
ing of troops to Indonesia communicated to the representatives of the Goiem¬ 
inent of India in the UNO? 

Mr P Mason I have a numba of quest ons down on that subject 
Deaths or I N A Prisoners 

186 *Mr P B Gole (at Wi 1 the War Secretary please state the number 
of the I N A soldiers who died in Indian or other prisons during the period of 
detention ? 

(b) Were any of the IN A prisoners shot while in detention? If so, by 
whom’ 

(c) Foi what offences, if anv, were they shot? 

fd) Were they tried befoie they were shot? 

Mr. P Mason (a) The number of military personnel of the I N A who died 
«n hospitals attuehed to detention camps s five 

(b) In addition to two who died of se'f inflicted wounds, one military member 
of the 1 N A has been shot wh le m detention He was shot by a sentiv as 
has been moie than once expla ned 

(c) He was shot while trying to escape 

(d) The question of tr al obviously did not arise in these circumstances 

Prof. N Q Ranga 1 The Honourable Membei said earlier that there was a 

court o * inquiry appointed Are we to understand that according to Govern¬ 
ment, it s not necessary that the accused should be prov'dod with defence 
facilities? 

Mr President' Order, Order I am afraid the Honourable Member his not 
understood the point The inquiry was with reference to the sentry who shot, 
whether the shooting was propei or not The accused was the sentry, not the 
other man 

Shri Sri Prakasa The Honourable Member says that while the lnqunv was 
m progress no quest ons were asked of the person concerned 

Mr President That wil 1 be a different matter 

Prof N. G Ranga I am obliged to the Chair for correcting me My ques¬ 
tion is th s “Are we to understand that Government’s idea of a court of 
inquiry is that the person who was really the victim of the shooting me dent 
was not to be given any opportunities whatsoever to state his case before that 
court of inquiry? 

Mr. F. Mason: The procedure of a court of inquiry depends on the circums¬ 
tances, and m those c rcumslances, after considering the evidence that was 
available, it did not appear necessary to take the evidence of Jamadar Dharam 
Singh 

Bhri Sri Prakasa Was the statement corrobarated that he was challenged! 
six times? 

Mr. P. Mason* Ye9, Sir, that is the finding of the court of nquiry. 

Mr. P. B. Olds: May I know where this enquiry took place? 

Mr. P. Mason: On the spot 
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Foreigners of Asiatic Domicile under Detention 
187. *Mr. Ahmed E H. Jaftei. (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
be pleased to lay on the table of the House a comp'efce and up to-date 1 st of 
foreigners of Asiatic dom cile who are deta ned or interned in India by the orders 
of the Government of India, showing their names, their ages, their countries 
of orig n or domicile as well as the reasons for detain ng them, the time s noe 
when and the places where they are kept m detention and the allowances being 
paid to each of them for their maintenance? 

(b) Is it a fact that in the Karwar Jail in the Bombay Province, the Gov¬ 
ernment of India is detaining, suice a very long time, male and female mem¬ 
ber!- of a once distinguished family of Kabul in Afghanistan? 

(c) If the answer to (b) above be in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member p ease state 

(i) the number and names as also the ages of these Atgnan detainees, 

(n) the status and standing their family enjoyed m Afghanistan in the past, 
(m) the circumstances undei and the conditions on which these Afghans 
fell into the custody of Government, and 

(iv) the direct offence against Government for which it has chosen to con¬ 
sign these respectable Afghans to the rigours and hardships of jail life without 
•tual? 

(d) If these Afghans now rotting in the Karwar Jail are detained there 

without any trial, have Government any intention of trying them in a regular 
court of law or setting them free if their detention was for any consideration 
connected with the lecent great war which now has happily ended? , 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne. The quest ons should have been addressed 
to the Secretary of the External Affairs Department 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Sir, I submit that the list of subjects 
put under the various Departments are so varied th it in spite of all oui care 
we sometimes find it difficult to address the proper Department I suggest 
that ui such cases if any Honourable Member feels that a question relates to 
some oth=r Department it should be passed on to that Department immediately 
I request that the Chair may be pleased to give a direction in those terms 

Mr President At the time of admission of questions such correct ons are 
made But if there has been a slip now, the Honourable Member has got the 
answer, he may put the question again 

Mr M Asaf All Sr, on a point of ordei, I real'y do not undei stand this 
attitude of Government m trying to evade answers Ii a question does not 
relate to a part cular Honouiable Member’s Department, is it or is it not his 
duty to pass it on to the proper quarters? And is it right for linn to stand up 
here and say that it does not relate to h s own Department ? I th nk it is a 
very improper attitude to adopt 

Hajee Abdus Sattar Hap Ishaq Seth Sir, with regard to such questions the 
arrangement in the last Assembly was that the Department addressed, if it 
was not concerned with the question, itself tiansferred it to the other Depart¬ 
ment and it was answered on the day that Department’s turn was due in this 
House I th'nk that should be the arrangement now also 

The Honourable Sir John Thome* That has been done in this case 
Mr. President* It is a question of propriety, not of any point of order 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafter: I gave notice of this question a month ago It 
was admitted when you, Sir, oocup ed the Chau: on the first day, and I fail 
to understand why this has not been forwarded to the External Affairs 
Department 

Mr. President: The matter has now been closed by the explanation given, 
afid by the consent given It may be answered very early 
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Mr. Asal All May I have an assurance either from the Chair or from the 
Government that in future such answers will not be cons dered anything else 
but as waste of the time of the House? 

Itr President Next question 

Aighan Detknus in Poona 

+ 188 *Mr Ahmed E. H Jafler. (a) Will the Honouiable the 
Home Member be pleased to state if it is a fact that three-Afghan brothers 
of a high family of Kabul in Afghanistan are being detained by Government 
under surveillance within the limits of the Poona City and suburban areas’ 

(b) If the answei to (a) above be in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member kindly state 

(i) their names and ages, 

(n) their family standing in Afghanistan, 

(m) the posts or profession which they held or followed m their own 
country before tripping into its custody m India, 

(iv) the circumstances undei which they fell into the hands of Goveinment, 
and 

(v> the reason for whi< h they are being detained at Poona 0 
(o' Is it a fact that the Afghan detainees in Poona have been paid Bs 60 
per month each for their maintenance including house rent, medical expenses, 
as well as clothing chaiges up to very lately through all the abnormally expensive 
v%ars of the recent war 0 

(d) Is it a fact that only two or three months back Goveinment after re¬ 
ceiving repeated leprecenfations fiom these ISfons of a noble Afghan family 
have been pleased to raise then monthly allowance to the sum of Bs 80 per 
month for each’ 

(t) Is it a fact that the Afghan internees in Poona are not allowed by Gov 
eminent to engage in anv service or business wherebv they might be able to 
earn enough to live above penury which is their piesent lot'? 

(f) If flit answei to (t), (d) and (e") above be in the affirmative, will the 
Honourable M unbet please state if the allowances given by Government to 
the Afghan internees in Poona stand justified in the light of its own periodical 
living cost indeves vis-a ms the standard of living to which these internees have 
been accustomed m their own country? 

Afghan Detenls in Poona 

+ 189 *Mr Ahmed E H. Jafler* (a) Will the Honourable the 
Home Member be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Afghan internees in 
Poona have behaved worthily throughout the period of their detention in Poona 
and that they themselves have no desire to return to Afghanistan under its 
present regime’ 

(b) If the answer to (a! above be in the affirmative, have Government any 
objection to removing them from their present surveillance and detention lit 
order to let them settle down as independent citizens with pemusslon to engage 
lri any trade or calling? 

(c) Tf answer to (b) above be in the negative, does the Honourable Member 
propose to issue earlv ordeis removing all restrictions on thpse internees or in 
the altemartive raise the amount of their allowances to a figure compatible with 
the standard of living to which they have been accustomed in their own country 
and with the prevailing hieh *o=t of living in Poona? 

“ TbUSTIFTCATION ” OF ALL THE PBBSS 

190. *Kr. Ahmed I. H. Jafler: WII the Honourable Member for Information 
and Broadcasting be pleased to state if action is contemplated at an early date 
against what la sometimes called the “Trustiflcai on of all the Press” In India? 
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The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydarl: If by “Trustificat on of all the Piess” 
the Honourable Member's reference is to the Indian and Eastern Newspaper 
Society’s proposal to start an Indian Press Agency, the answer is that such an 
agency has not so for been formed 

Mr. Ahmed E H. Jailer: Is it a fact that talks are m piogress between the 
Tory newspaper magnate Lord Kensley and Birla Brothers of Calcutta for 
bringing into existence in India an inst tution for check ng irresponsible interna¬ 
tional news reporting ’ 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydarl. I have no nformation, Sir 
Indian Opinion on Indonesia Question 

191 *Prof N <7 Ranga Will the War Secietary be p’eased to state 

(a) if Government are aware of the wide-spread sympathy shown by the 
Indian public for the people of the Indonesia and Iudo-China ui their struggle 
foi freedom and also the popular observance of the South East Asia Day,, 
oi gansed by the National Congress in the last week of October, 1945, 

(b) whether Government have informed the British Government about this 
state of Indian public opinion, and, if so, whether Government will place on 
the tab.e of the House extracts from that report, and 

(c) whether Government have made any protest to the British Government 
against the use of Indian Troops m Indonesia and Indo China, if so, how often, 
and with what results’ 

Mr P. Mason (a) Yes, Sir, but refeiences to the sttuggle for freedom o' the 
people of Indonesia and Indo China have been made without an adequate 
apprec ation of the facts of the situation, which were explained m tht couise 
of the debate on the 21st of last month on Prof -Range's idjourmnent motion « 
on this subject 

(b) Yes, Sir, Government have informed Hs Majesty’s Government m the 
Un ted Kingdom of the state of Indian pubhc opinion, but I am afiaid it will not 
be m the pubhc interest to publish the communications between the two- 
Governments 

(c) The Government of Ind a have forwarded to His Majesty s Government 
copies of the debate referred to above His Majesty’s Government have 
assured us that they appreciate the distasteful nature of the duties which the 
developments m the Netherlands East Ii\d*es have imposed upon British and 
Indian troops m the course of the d schaige of the obligations laid upon them 
bv the Anglo Amei can Chiefs of Staff 

Prof N G Ranga Have Government heard since from the Bntish Govern¬ 
ment what they Pel about the adjournment motion passed by this House m 
regaid to this matter’ 

Mr P Mason I have just read out their views 

Prof N G Ranga When was that reply received? My Honourable friend! 
gave no answer the other dav in the course of his reply on the adjournment 
motion moved bv me as to why (he Government of India have sent Indian troops- 
to Tndo China 

Mr P. Mason* I explained the other dav that at the beginning of this year 
there were two Brigades in Tndo China One of them has now come out, 
there is one Brigade left Tt is exclusively engaged in guarding the Japanese 
Prisoners of War and has nothing whatever to do with the internal affairs of 
Indo-China 

Mr. Muhammad Naum an* May I know whether the Government of India 
has protested with regard to this matter, or not? 

Mr. P. Mason* I have stated the nature of the communication, but I cannot 
go further into details 

Sri M. Allanthasay anam Ayyangar: What steps the Government of India 
have taken to withdraw the rest of the troops? 

Mr. P. Mason: Sir, as I have explained, none 

Sri M. Anantha s ay anfm Ayyangar: i 8 it making any attempt in that direo- 
toon to carrv out the washes of the people m this country? 

Xr. P. Masofif Not until the object* are completed. 
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Shri Mohan Lai Saksena May I know whether the views of this House on 
this subject were communicated to the Government of India representative on 
the United Nations Organisation? 

Mr. P. Mason: I am afraid that question must be addressed to my Honour 
able friend m charge of the External Affairs Department 

Reduction of Size of Infobmation Bubeau 
192 *Srl M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the Honourable Membei for 
Information and Broadcasting please state 

(a) if he is aware that the British Ministry of Information has been drasti¬ 
cally reduced in numbers and proposed to be abolished m a month or two, and 

(b) if any steps are being taken to reduce the Information Bureau to its 

pH war si 7 e and do away with all the war-time jobb in respect of the Informa¬ 
tion side of the Department, if so, what steps are pioposed to be taken, if not, 
why not 0 • 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari. (a) I understand that the Ministry of 
Information as such is bung abolished I am not awaie whether as a result 
there will be drastic economy in expenditure as some if not all its functions will 
continue to be performed under different ministerial direction 

(b) The Press Information Bureau is being retained I hope that as a result 
of certain measures now being taken it will continue to be of assistance to the 
Press and through the press to the public m the different conditions of the present 
day So long as it remains in berng the expenditure on it is likely to be much 
more than in the years before the war 

Mr. Manu Subedar; Will this Government follow the good example of 
pthe United Kingdom Government in abolishing the Br tish Ministry of Informa¬ 
tion, and abolish the si palate Information Dcpaitment which they have instituted 
dunng the war? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari Sir, wc need not follow the example of 
Pis Majesty’8 Government in all respects I 

Prof N G Ranga Are wc to undeistand that the Government of India has 
much more to publicize than the British Government? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan You may think what you like 
Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May we know if .they are proposmg to 
reduce the expenditure on this to anv level or to tho level of the pre-war period? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari ■ I ha\e already said m answer to part (b) 
of the question, that the expenditure now will be much more than in pre-war 
days 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar What is the present expenditure and 

what is the probable estimate? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari 1 On the Press Information Bureau, the 
expenditure for 1915 46 anticipated is Rs 15,82,000 The proposed budget for 
1946 47 is Rs 15,00,000 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar 1 May I know what the pre-war expendi¬ 
ture m 1938 39 was? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari: Rs 2,41,000 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar 1 What is the object in maintaining the 
same level now, and what steps are being taken to see if it is possible io curiail 
the expenditure? What is the further programme of work that is set on foot? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari 1 It is difficult to explain this by process of 
questions and answers If the Honourable Member will come and see me, I 
will give him a full explanation 

Sri M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: 1 wanted for the information' of lhe 
whole House ^ t 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari: It will take the time of the House if I 
1 proceed to make a speech <■ . , > 1 ' 1 M 
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“United Publications’’ and other Publication Agencies 

198. *Srl M Anan thasayanam Ayyangar: Will the Honourable Member for 
Information and Broadcasting please state 

(a) if his Department is responsible for “United Publications” which pro¬ 
duces certain books, 

(b) if there are any other agencies for which the Department is responsible, 

(c) the names of any books or pamphlets which these agencies have brought 
out so far, together with their authors and then prices, and whether they are 
all available in the Library of the.Central Legislature, 

(d) where these publications are printed, and in case they are not printed 
in the Government Press what amounts have been so paid so fur and to whom 
towards the printing and other charges, and 

(e) the number of people—officers and Assistants—employed in th® bringing 
out of these publications, with their designations and the salary they are 
drawing ? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari (a) Yes 

(b) Certain publications are produoed by All India Radio, the Press Informa¬ 
tion Bureau, the Field Publicity Oigamsation md Information Films of India 

(c) to (e) A list of magazines in regular production bv the Publications 
Division with their prices is placed on the table of the House They arc avail¬ 
able in the Library of the Legislature They am printed partly in the Publica¬ 
tions Division Press and partly at presses at various places in India The total 
amount at present paid to private presses is approximatelv Rs 21,500 per 
month The total number ot persons employed m the Publications Division is 
254, made up of 20 officers and 284 others A detailed list of these officers 
and members of the staff is available in the Library of the Legislature 

As regards similar information in respect of other agencies under this Depart¬ 
ment, a st^ement is laid on the table 


Name of the magazine 

Languago in which produced 

A1 Nafir 

Arabio 

Shaipur } 

Persian 

Ahnag (Bilmgaul) 

English and Persian 

Taj Mahal 

Afghan Persian 

A1 Arab 

Arabic 

'Lyetopis Indn > 

Russian, 

Perspective 

English 

India 

English and Chinese 

Ajkal 

Urdu 

Ajkal 

Hindi 

Naunihal 

Urdu 

Heyday 

English 

Foreign Review 

English * 

Zhwand , 

Pushtu 

Indian Trade Bulletin 

English 

Onward 

English 

Dunya (Bilmgaul) 

English Roman Urdu 

English Hindi 

Urdu Pushtu 

English Russian 

English Persian 


Price pel 1 
oopy 

Rs A 


p* 


1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 4 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 *0 
1 8 -O 

0 4 0 
0 8 0 
0 6 0 
0 4 0 
0 4 0 
0 0 0 
0 4 0 
0 2 0 
0 8 0 
0 4 0 
0 4 0 
0 4 0 
0 4 0 
04 0 


those for sale in India Prices for sale in foreign countries, vary, and 
expressed in the currency of those countries * 
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of supplying these publications is being taken up 
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Prof. N. Q. Bangs: What is the purpose these publications are supposed uO 
s 'serve? Is it to advance adult education in this country or elementary educa- 
* tion? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari: It is difficult to answer this question 
These publications are both lor purposes of internal publicity as well as external 
publicity, and the objectives are different In respect of publications which 
deal with internal publicity they are educational and informative m their objec 
tive, I cannot say whether it is in aid of elementary education or secondary 
education In regard to the publications which are meant for the Middle East, 
and now will be meant for countries of the Far East they will be in aid of India s 
efforts to exptnd her commerce and knowledge of the countries with which she 
is intimately connected 

Mr President Next question 

1 ditor of Perspective 

194 *Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar- Will the Honourable Member for 
Information and Bioadc istmg please state 

(h) whcthci one Miss Ouwerkeike is the editoi of i publication called Per8 
peetive published by the United Publications and if so- what her nationality 
is and how she was recanted ioi the post and what she is paid 

(b) if my of these public itious are meant as propaganda and jf so the 
object of such propagandi 

(c) if persons with the necessaiy qualifications for writing such books could 
n$t be found m India itself and 

(d) how long it is proposed to continue these publications and the staff 
engaged to bring out such publications? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari: (a) Yes Her salary is Bs 850 in tht. 
scale of Es 800—50—1,000 

(b) Yes in support of India’s interests, commercial, cultural, etc 

(c) Yes, a good many are Indians 

(d) The question is under examination 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar- What are the qualifications for being 
the editor of the publication called Perspective and for being employed on 
Es 800 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari I will give the Honourable Member the 
information later 

Mr. Manu Subedar, The Honourable Member has not replied with regard to 
the nationality of this person in (a) of the question 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari: She is a British subject 
Prof. N. G. Ranga: Is she also an expert m this matter that she should have 
been brought to this country and paid this high salary? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan: She is a very competent worker I under¬ 
stand But I will give the Honourable Member information as to her qualifica¬ 
tions I am sorry I have not got them 

An Honourable Member JJhe became an expert after she got the job? 

I*t -Ool Dr. J O. Ohatterjee. She is an Honours Graduate of Cambridge 
and has had 25 years of teaching experience m first rate colleges m this country 
Prof. N G. Ranga- Are we to understand ^hat the Government has failed 
to find an equally competent Cambridge Graduate among the Indian women and 
therefore they have chosen this particular lady and given an opportunity for my 
Honourable friend to defend her 
Mr. President Order order 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: May we know how the name is pronounced? 
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Iit.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee : “Ouwerkerke” 

Shri Sri Prakasa* “Our care”! Not their care! 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: What steps have been taken to find out 
persons of the necessary qualifications with regard to part (c) in India itself? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydarl* Persons with the necessary qualifications 
for the writing of books can be found m India I have answered that a good 
many are Indians in the publications division of which Miss Ouwerkerke is a 
member There are quite a considerable number of Indian writers, both men 
and women 

Shrl Sri Prakasa* Does it rhyme with “Savarkar"! 

Mr President Next question 

Girls in Uniform found dead on Agra-Delhi Road 
195 *Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the War Secretary please 

state 

(a) if his attention has been drawn to the article in Blitz of the 22nd Desom¬ 
ber, 1945, headed “The Girl in Uniform India’s Hardest Problem”, and m 
the allegations made therein, 

(b) the details of the incident said to have been witnessed by the author of 
the article on the 15th ^December, 1945, on the Agra-Delhi Road where two 
soldiers were found being attended by some officers with the horribly mutilat. d 
corpses of two girls lying nearby, 

(o) the names of the two soldiers and of the two girls in question, together 
with any report that was called for or made on the occurrence, and 
(d) if the relatives of the dead girls were communicated with’ 

Mr P Mason (a) Yes, Sir 

(b) At about quarter past four in the afternoon of the 15th of December 
last a jeep ran off the Delhi-Agra Road about 20 miles north of Agra, hit a tree, 
rolled ewer .1 tunes and finally caYne to rest on its wheels about 35 yards from 
the place where it left the road The four occupants were thrown out, two 
girls being killed instantly and the two men senouslv injured 

(c) Sergeants R I Martin and H Goad of the American Army, Miss Dorothy 
Clark and Miss Thelma Reid Government have seen the report on the accident 
which was made by the American military authorities 

(d) Yes, Sir 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. What steps have been taken to punish 
those persons who are guilty of this’ 

Mr. P. Mason* Guilty of what? 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar* Is this due to an accident or due to any 
thing else? I did not follow the answer That is why I asked my Honourable 
friend to read slowly and loudly 

Mr. P. Mason* Do you want me to read it all over again 0 
(Mr P Mason then read the answer again ) 

Mr Manu Subedar • Have Government enquired into the circumstances under 
which these two girls came to be with these two soldiers and for what purpose? 
Mr. P. Mason: Certainly not 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Was any compensation given? 

Mr. President* Next question 

Resignations of Col Ranga Rao and others from W A C (I) Organisation 

196. *Bri M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the War Secretary please 
state 

(a) the circumstances which led to the resignation of Col Ranga Rao from 
the W.A C (I) Organisation, 
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(b) the circumstances which led to the resignations of the other officers 
mentioned m the article, Mrs Srinivasa, Mrs Vasi and Miss Pauline Thomas, 

(c) whether any more officeis resigned from the W A C (I) in any period 
before the end of the hostilities in August, 1945, and, if so, their names, and 
why they resigned, 

(d) how long it is proposed to contmue this W A C (I) Organisation, and toi 
what purposes, 

(e) the number of Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians in the W A C (1) 
together with their designations and the salaries they are paid, and 

(f) whether their duties cannot be performed by men, in view of army 
demobilisation and general unemployment in the country? 

Mr P. Mason (a) Miss Ranga Rao was appointed Deputy Directoi WAG. 
(I) with the acting rank of Controller on the 20th December 1944 

Before joining the Corps Miss Ranga Rao was informed of the nature of the 
duties which she would perform which were as follows 

(l) To act in an advisory capacity to the Director W A C (I) in all matte i> 
concerning Indian members of the Corps 

(u) To take over from the other Deputy Director the duties as she learnt 
them, she was to perforin as a staff officer This necessitated a detailed know¬ 
ledge of all W A C (I) terms of service and regulations 

(m) To carry out tours of inspection This included inspections of Hospitals 
and messing arrangements, investigation into morale an! women management 
and contact with prominent Indian ladies for propaganda purposes 

In March 1945 Controller Warren was appointed Deputy Director in place 
of Controller Douglas Miss Ranga Rao protested against this appointment on 
the ground that she had not been consulted regarding the change and that she 
had been superseded It was then explained to her that Controller Warren had 
joined the Corps in September 1942 whereas Miss Ranga Rao had only three 
months’ service and moreover such appointments were made by a Selection 
Board 

In May 1945 Controller Ranga Rao asked that she, might be relieved of her 
duties as Deputy Director as she considered that she was not being consulted 
in matters of policy and that she was not permitted free access to files It was 
explained that all senior officers in the Directorate were given the oppoituiuty 
of expressing their views on all questions and that decisions were taken with due 
regard to the advice made Major questions of policy were decided not in the 
W A C (l) Directorate but by the A G or War Department 

When asking to be relieved of her duties as Deputy Director Miss Ranga Rao 
had expressed her willingness to revert to the position of Honorary Adviser, an 
appointment which had been originally suggested However after further 
deliberation she decided to resign her commission, and this resignation was 
regretfully accepted on the 1st September, 1945 

(b) Mrs Snmvasa, and Miss Pauline Thomas resigned from the Corps in 
October 1945 us a protest against alleged discrimination 

Junior Commander Vasi was permitted to resign her commission in June 
1945 on her marriage 

(c) Junior Commander Henry, 4/Officer Bonner and Junior Commander 
Wahid tendered their resignations on account of the alleged discrimination in 
the Corps, and their resignations were accepted on the 5th October. 28rd October 
and 5th December 1945, respectively 

Junior Commander Arunbhati was released from the Corps with effect from 
the 5th May 1945, in order to undertake work of National importance in a 
civilian capacity 

2nd Officer Naidu was permitted to resign her commission on the 14th August 
1945, on the occasion of her marriage 
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The 4th Officer Bhagwat waa permitted to itsign her commission with effect 
from the 22nd August on medical grounds 

(d) It has been decided to disband the W A C (I) Organisation 

(e) I lay a statement on the table 

(f) In view of the decision to disband the WAC(I) the duties hither o 
performed by them will gradually be taken over by men 


W 4 C (I) Officers 



British 

Indian 

Ai glo Indian Others 

Total 

Phv 

8 Controller 

1 



1 

980 

Controller 

4 



4 

865 

Ch Comdr 

12 

1 


13 

675 

Sen Comdr 

67 

4 

8 3 

82 

386 

Jun Comdr 

287 

47 

92 14 

440 

22 0 

Subaltern 

83 

18 

32 4 

1)7 

176 

2/Subaltern 

55 

17 

27 6 

105 

150 

Total 

509 

87 

159 27 

782 




WHIN Officers 



Ch Officer 

1 



1 

675 

1st Officer 

8 



8 

38j 

2nd Officer 

42 

13 

8 3 

06 

220 

3rd Officer 

48 

33 

"18 3 

102 

175 

■1th Officer 

18 

19 

11 2 

50 

150 

Total 

117 

65 

37 8 

227 


Gran 1 Total * 

626 

152 

1% 35 

1 009 


Auxiliaries 



Total 

Pay 



W 0 1 


192 

185 



WO II 


113 

145 



S/Sgt 


650 

140 



Sgt 


2 174 

Vanes between 115 

and J35 

accord mg 




to trade 



L/Sgt 


505 

Vanes between 110 

and 130 

according 




to trade 



Cpl 


1,299 

Varies between 105 

and 130 

according 




to trade 



L/Cpl 


690 

Varies betweeu 100 

and 120 

according 




to trade 



Private 


3,985 

Vanes between 95 and 125 aooordii a to 




tarde 



Grand lotal 

9,567 




The Total of 9,567 Auxiliaries consists of — 




British Indian 

Anglo Indian Others 

Total 



1,112 4,077 

3,956 

422 

« 9,567 
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Ur. Manu Subedar. May I know why Government has not held an enquiry 
into the alleged discrimination complained of by so many officers of the W A C 
(I) ? And if they have not done so up till now, will they consider holding such 
an enquiry in the near future to allay public feeling on the subject 9 

Ur. P. Mason: Departmental enquiries have been held 

Ur. Uanu Subedar: Will Government appoint a committee of enquiry of 
this House and take up the challenges these W A C (I) women have so frequent¬ 
ly made 9 

Ur. P. Mason 1 think it would be a waste of public time smce the W A C 
(I) is to be disbanded 

Ur. Uanu Subedar What have Government to fear if the allegations are 
wrong, may I know? 

Ur. P. Mason The only reason is that it would be a waste of time since it 
has been decided to disband the Corps 

Mr Manu Subedar* Why have Government decided to disband the Corps 
instead of maintaining a useful Corps, if it was useful 9 If it is due entirely to 
alleged lacial discrimination, why not hold an enquiry as demanded by public 
opinion throughout the country and the press 

Mr. P Mason The reasons foi the disbandment of the Corps have been 
explained in the Statement on the 30th of last month 

Mr President The question hour is now o\ei 


' ( b) Written Answers 
Officers in General Headquarters 

t t 197 * Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Will the War Secretary please 

(a) it his attention has been drawn to the lettei in the Hindustan Times of 
the 24th December, 1945, about the numbei oi offictis in the General Head 
quarters, 

(b) the number of the Kings Commissioned Officers in the General Head 
quarters, (i) Indinn, and (n) British and others on the lsfr of July, 1945, 

(c) the number of similar officers on the 1st January, 1946, 

(d) the number of British personnel other than officers in the General Head- 
quaiteis on the 1st July, 1945, and on the 1st January, 1946, 

(e) the number of Indian personnel as (i) V C O s, (u) clerks and Assistants 
and (in) Superintendents and above on the 1st July, 1945, and on the 1st 
January, 1946, 

(f) if a,ny retrenchment has been carried out so far in the General Head- 
quarters after the close of the war, and, if so, to what extent, 

(g) whether any officer has been put on special duty in this connection to 
retrench superfluous personnel both British and Indian, and 

(h) whether any instructions have been issued with a view to replacing such 
rnid*^if not 8 °whv not? Sy ^ ,Cft ’ **' Indmn P er<,onnel within a specified period, 

Mr P Mason- (a) Yes, Sir 

1945 b) Mll ‘ tarV Comm ’ RBloried oflfreers ("riiual strength) m G H Q on 1st July 


(*) Indian 

(tt) British and others 

^(c) Military commissioned officers (actual strength) 


Orfl 

1,976 

G H Q on 1st January 


(*) Indian 

(w) British and others 


364 

1,642 
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(d) British personnel (Other than officers) (actual strength) 
l 7 46 

I 1 46 

(e) Indian personnel (Actual strength) 

1 7 45 

(i) VCOa 236 

(n) Clorki and An,istai.t 6,627 

(m) Supeiintendentn and above 694 


m GHQ 
1,296 
1,020 


1 1 4b 
236 
6,760 
691 


(f) The sanctioned establishment of GHQ has been reduced to the follow 
mg extent since the termination of hostilities 

Officer establishment 640 

bu bordinate establ itlui ent 439 

(g) No, Sn We are trying to avoid any new appointments 

(h) No, Sn No such instructions have been issued, but the percentage of 
Indian personnel will steadily increase as temporary British personnel are able 
to obtain their release trom war service for which thev are in almost all cases, 
very anxious 


Demobilization Policy 

198 *Sri M Ananthas&yanam Ayyangar (a) Will the War Secretary please 
state the policy of Government for demobilisation both in respect of British 
and Indian soldiers/ 

(b) What is the period within which demobilisation will be complete?' 

(c) What is the number of Butish, Indian officers and other ranks to be so, 

demob used ’ N 

(i) What is the proposed strength of Land Force, Air Fcrce and Naval Force 
intruded to be kept in India both Butish and Indian as the Standing armv? 

(e) Has inv piovision been made for re-emplo\ment of demobilised soldiers’ 

T f so what arc the broad outlines of such a measure? 


Mr P Mason (a) The general pohc\ for the demobilization of personnel of 
the British Army is dctcimined by H M G and the responsibilities m this 
respect of the Government of India are mainly confined to the despatch of such 
personnel to the U K* 


The police of the Government of India with legard to the Indian Forces is 
on similar lines to that adopted in the U k and is directed towards securing 
a phased reduction of the Indian Armed Forces to a strength m accordance 
with post war requirements 

The system adopted is one of lelease bv groups Each person is allotted a 
priority group based on his age plus lengfh of war service Each group is 
released simultaneously wherever located This is known as Glass A release 
The system also permit of Class B release in advance of their normal turn 
m the case of personnel who are required for urgent work of national reennstrue 
tl0n _. There is also provision for Class C telease on compassionate grounds 

There is however a fundamental difference m that while most British per¬ 
sonnel are anxious to return to civil life the majority of the Indian Armv wish 
to serve on as long as thev can All volunteers for release are therefore per 
mitted to go before age and service groups begin to operate 

Tt J 8 w ^ Po^siWe to state when demobilization will be finally com¬ 
pleted By 1st April 1947 the vast majority of personnel surplus to peace re¬ 
quirements will have been disposed of 

1947°^ 14 18 e8timate< * thflt the f °U° win g will have been demobilized bv 1st April 


British Officers 
Indian Officers 
B O Rs 

V C Os„ I, O Rs 4 If On E 


32,000 

7,000 

180,000 

1,640,000 



888 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [12TH FeB 194ft 

(d) The strength of the forces required for the defence of India m peace is 
still being discussed Whether any of them will be British will be a matter for 
the decision of the future Government 

(e) Yes, Sir I am living on the table a progress report* prepared b\ the- 
Department of Labour covering the period 18th July to 81st December, 1945, 
copies of which will be available in the Libraiy of the House The report gnes 
details of the Employment Exchange Organisation and of a number of training 
schemes Provincial Governments also have schemes in readiness including 
land colonisation schemes exclusively for the benefit of ex servicemen 

Detention of Sardar Sardul Singh Cavfeshar 

199 *Sardar Mangal Singh: Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please state 

(a) when Saular Sardul Singli Caveesliar, President of the Forward Bloc 
was arrested, 

(b) the charges against him and what leplies he gave to them, 

(c) the special reason why Sardar Saidul Singh Caveeshar has not been 
released so far while all the other pronrnent members including Shri Sarat 
Chandra Bose hive been le’eosed, and 

(d) whether Government will make a comprehensive statement as to the 
reasons why Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar has been selected for such a treat¬ 
ment, whether it is the Punjab Government that stands in the way of his 
release as has been stated by a section of the Punjab Press? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne' (a) On 9th March, 1942 
* (b) I cannot undertake to give any information about the charges intimated 

to him or his replies thereto 

(c) and (d) As I have already informed the House, the question whether he 
should be released before the present order of detention expires is under consi¬ 
deration The Punjab Government have been consulted, no reply has yet 
been received 

IilHimtii oi Sardar Sardul Singh Cavfeshar 

200. *Sardar Mangal Singh' Will the Honourable the Home Member plea^ 
state # 

(n) whether Government are aware that the official visitors including the 
present District Magistrate of Dharmshala where Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar 
is being detained for the last three years reported that Saidar Sardul Singh 
Caveeshar is suffering from rheumatism and that the climate of that place does 
not suit him, 

(b) whether Government are aware that the Civil Surgeon of Dharmshala 
has written to the Punjab Government that the Sardar Sahib is suffering from 
rheumatism, that cold and rains of Dharmshala have aggravated his trouble, 
and that he should be given Diathermic treatment which is not available at 
that place, 

(c) what action has been taken on these reports, or whether any medical 
treatment has been given to him as suggested by the Civil Surgeon, and 

(d) whether these reports are sent to the Government of India, if not, 
whether the Honourable Member will call for them and take appropriate action 
in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome* (a) and (b) I have seen a report of the 
Civil Surgeon, Dharmshala recommending diathermic treatment for Mr 
Caveeshar I have not seen any repoit the climate of Dharmshala is 
injurious to his health The Government of the Punjab have reported that it 
is on medical advice that he is kept there rather than in the plains 

(c) A report has been called for from the Punjab Government 

(d) The Government of India receive monthly health reports with respect to 
all their prisoners 

♦Not printed m these debates, copies are available in the Library 



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 889 

Withdrawal of Indian Troops from Indonesia 

201 ♦Sardar Mangal Singh. Will the War Secretary please state 

(a) what action, if any was taken on the adjournment motion passed by 
this House on the 21st January, 1946, regarding the withdrawal of Indian 
troops from Indonesia, and 

(b) whether the copy of the debate was forwarded to His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, whether the Government of India also expressed their own opinion on 
the matter, and whether any reply was received from His Majesty’s Go\ern 
ment, if so, what that reply is? 

Mr P Mason: (a) and (b) As I said a few minutes ago, a copy of the 
debate has been forwarded to Hia Majesty’s Government As I have aLo 
already explained, the Government of India^and His Majesty’s Government have 
both expressed their views on this subject 

Indian Troop Casualties in Indonesia 

202 *Sardar Mangal Singh’ Will the War Secretary please state 

(a) the total number of Casualties of the Indian troops in Indonesia suffered 
by them after the war with Japan ceased, 

(b) the total number of the Indian troops employed in Indonesia m January 
1946, and 

(c) whether any further reinforcement was also sent or will be sent in the 
near future? 

Mr P. Mason' (a) and (b) I would invite the attention of the Honourable 
Member to my reply given a few minutes ago to part (e) of Mr Gole’s questiflr 
No 185 

(c) No, Sir 

Home Member’s Interviews with Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar and others 

203 *Sardar Mangal Singh’ Will the Honourable the Home Member plep«e 
state 

(a) whether it is a fact that on or about the 21st January, 1946, Sardai 
Sardul Singh CaveeShar, the President of the Forward Bloc, was brought to the 
Delhi Jail and that the Honourable Member had an interview with him, 

(b) whether the Honourable Member has had similar interviews with Mr 
Jai Parkash Narain and Dr Bam Manohar Lohia, and 

(c) whether these interviews were held in connection with their release u 
the near future? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: (a) to (c) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the statement I made m this matter in connection with the adjourn 
ment motion moved by Mr Mohan Lai Saksena in this House on the 25tl 
January, 1946, on the subject detenus 

Subsidy to New Homans 

204. *Hajl Abdus Sattar Hajl Ishaq Seth* Will the Honourable Membei 
for Information and Broadcasting be pleased to state 

(a) whether the monthly journal “New Homans’’ published from Allahabad 
is subsidized by Government, if so, to what extent, 

(b) whether any financial help is given to this journal at least by way ol 
purchasing a number of Copies, and 

(c) whether hiB attention has been drawn to the article “Whether Indiar 
Communists” in the January, 1946, number? 

The Honourable Sir Akb&r Hydari: (a) and (b) A thousand cop es of eacl 
issue are purchased for distribution 

(c) Yes 
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Revision of Cases of Mr J aiprikash Narayan and others 

205 *Shri Sri Prakasa Will the Honourable the Home Member be pleased 

to state ,, _ , 

(a) when the cases of Mr Jaiprakash Narayan, Dr Ram Manohar Lohia, 

and Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar were last examined, ' 

(b) when they were last informed of the charges against them, and what, 
if any, were the replies received from them 

(c) what orders were last passed on them continuing the detention, and 
what was the period specified for their further detention, 

(d) the state of the health of all these persons, and the places of their 
'present confinement, and 

(e) the amenities provided for them on behalf of Government m the matter 
of books, correspondence, interviews*and newspapers, and if they are permit 
ted to supplement their food'* 

The Honourable Sir John Thome (a) The periodical review prescribed bv 
law was last carried out in the cases of Messrs layaprakash Narayan and Ram 
Manohar Lohia in Novembei, 1945, and in the case of Mr Sardul Singh 
Caveeshar m December, 1945 But their cases are considered at other times 
also and are being further considered now 

(b) The notices required by section 7 of Ordinance III were sent to Mr 
Sardul Singh Caveeshar on the 8th February, 1944 to Mr Ram Manohar Lohia 
on the 10th Julv, 1944 and to Mr Tavaprakash Naravan on the 9th August, 
1944 I cannot undertake to give information about any replies received thereto 

(c) Orders extending the period of detention of Messrs Jayaprakash Narayan 
and Ram Manohar Lohia weie passed in November 1945 and of Mr Sardul 
Singi Civceshar in December, 1945 No period was specified therein 

(d) Messrs Jayaprakash Naravan and Ram Manohar Lohia are in the Cen¬ 
tral Tul at Agra and Mr Sardul Singh Caveeshar in the Tail at Dharmshala 
The health of all is reported to be satisfactory except that Mr Sardul Singh 
Caveeshar suffers from occasional pain in the back 

(e) Messrs Javaprnkash Narayan and Ram Manohar Lohia are subject (o 
the United Provinces’ Security Prisoners' Rules and Mr Sardul Singh 
Caveeshai to the Punjab Security Prisoners’ Rules and they enjoy all the ameni 
ties provided therein 

T N A Prjsonfrs 

206 *Shri Sri Prakasa Will the War Secretary be pleased to state 

fa) the number of T N A men at present—( i) kept by Government in custody 
-without trial, and (u) undergoing sentences m various prisons of India, 

(b) the classification that is awarded to them, and 

(c) the amount of money that is spent on each of them on an average? 

Mr P Mason (a) (l) On ihe 19th January, the number in Ind a was 4,225 

(») 16 

(b) As T hnve explained before, those who are in detention are treated as 
soldiers under arrest As regards those who are under-going sentences in various 
prisons, they are treated as ordinary convicted criminal prisoners One of them 
who is in an Indian Military Prison is governed by the rules for Indian Military 
Prisons 

(c) To woik out actuarially a figure m answer to this part of the question 
would involve more time and labour than it would be worth 

"Quit India” Absconders 

207. *Shri Mohan Lai S&ksana: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
’be pleased to state the names of all those men and women who were declared 
absconders m connection with the 'Quit India’ movement and against whom 
^warrants have not been cancelled? 

(b) Will Government consider the advisability of cancelling all such warrants? 



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 8411 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne: (a) There are no such persons absconding, 
from the orders of the Central Government or Chief Commissioners 

(BJ Does not arise 

“Quit India” Prisoners 

208. *Shii Mohan Lai Saksena: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
be pleased to state how many prisoners, if any, convicted m connection with 
the ‘Quit India’ movement are still undergoing imprisonment? 

(b) Did Government issue any instructions regarding then tieatment in jail? 

If so, what 9 

(c) In view of the changed situation, will the Honourable Member consider 
tin desirability of remitting their sentences’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome, (a) So far as the Central Government and 
Chief Commissioners provinces are concerned no prisoner is still undergoing 
imprisonment tor offences committed during the disturbances begin ning about 
the 9th August 1942 

(b) No instructions were issued for the treatment of such prisoners 

(c) Does not ariBe 

I N A Prisoners 

209 *Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (a) Will the War Secretary be pleased to 
lay a statement on the table giving the names ot all the men and women of the 
I N A detained in India, with the dates of their detention as well as the 
places where they are detamed 0 

(b) How many ot them, if any, are detained in jails? 

(o) Have any instructions been issued regarding their treatment? If so? 
what- 1 

(dj How long will it take to examine the cases of the detenus? 

(e) Is it not a fact that maily of the detenus are not being given any allowance 
during the period of detention, nor are them dependents receiving family 
allotment l 

(f) Have separate instructions been issued for treatment of those I N A 
men who did not originally belong to the Indian Army? If so, what? 

(g) What is the total number of women detained in connection with the 
I N A ? Have any special mstructions been issued for their treatment? If 
so, what 0 

(h) Do Government propose to duect their early release? 

Mr P. Mason: (a) The preparation of such a statement would involve so 
much work and correspondence that I fear that by the time it was ready, most, 
if not all of them, would not longer be in detention 

(b) and (c) I would mvite attention to answers to parts (a) (a) and (b) of 
Shn Sri Prakasa’s question No 200, answered a few minutes ago 

(d) It is hoped to finish all the examinations in such cases by the 1st April 
1946 

(e) No, it is not a fact 

(f) No, Sir 

(g) None * 

The remainder of this part and also part (h) of the question do not arise 

Trouble between Soldiers and Clerical Staff in M T C Lucknow 

210 *Shn Mohan Lai 8akBena: (a) Will the War Secretary be pleased to 

state if there was any trouble between the Boldiers and the clerical staff in the 
M T C at Lucknow 0 If so, does he propose to make a full statement about 
the incident? ' 

(b) What action, if any, was taken against those at fault? 
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Ur. P. MnffL*"’ (») and (b) There was a quarrel on the 22nd January 1946, 
between personnel of the Veterinary Corps and clerks of the Deputy Field 
Contioller Of Military Accounts, Lucknow As far its is known the matter 
>wab bettled, amicabh bv the removal of the Veterinary Corps personnel to 
other lines 

A full report on the incident has been called for by telegram and I hope to 
be able to give the Honourable Member further details when the report has 
'been examined 

India*? Troops in Indonesia and Indo-China 

211 *Shri Mohan Lai Saksena. (a) Will the War Secretary be pleased to 
-state the total number of Indians belonging to Army, Navy and Air Force in 

Indonesia and Indo China’ 

(bj Have any steps been taken to withdraw them since the censure motion 
was passed by the Assembly? 

Mr P Mason: (a) I am afraid, Sir, that it would not be m the public 
niterest to give the information 

(b) As explained in the debate, Sir, they will be withdrawn when the objects 
ior which they went to Indonesia and Indo-China have been fulfilled 

Accredited Correspondents at Headquarters 

212. ’Prof. N. O R&hga: Will the Honourable Member for Information 
and Broadcasting please state 

(a) the total number of accredited correspondents at the headquarters, and 
the number of newspapers represented by each, 

• (b) if it is a fact that some correspondents claim to represent from six to 
twenty newspapers, 

(cj if it is a fact that some accredited correspondents have been promoted 
from B to A class and that some have been demoted from A to B class, if so, 
whothei any uniform policy has been followed m regard to all promotions 
and demotions, and 

(d) if it is a fact that demotions are due to failure of correspondents to 
attond the Press Conferences, if so, whether all tbe absentee correspondents 
were treated uniformly, if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari: (a) 54 The number of papers repre¬ 
sented vanes in each case 

(b) No The maximum number of newspapers represented by one corres¬ 
pondent does not exceed eight 

(c) and (d) Subject to the opinion of the concerned Advisory Committee 
1 propose to abolish this system of class distinctions 

High Denomination Currency Notes 

213 *Srl B. Venkatasubba Reddiai' Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member be pleased to state 

(a) the total number of issue of currency notes of each of the denomina¬ 
tion of Rs 10,000, 1,000 and 500 and the number in circulation on the 11th 
■January, 1946, 

(b) the total number of notes of each denomination stated above with the 
bfnks and treasuries oil the 26th January, 1946, 

(c) the total number of nofps of each denomination stated above presented 
between the 12th and 26th January, 1946 to banks and treasuries for payment, 

(d) tbe total number of notes of each denomination stated above that is 
still with the public, 

(e) the total number of notes of each denomination stated above whioh have 
been presented but not paid for by banks and treasuries ss a result of the 
Demonetization Ordinance, and 

(f) what Government propose to do with ihe money represented by the 
notea which have been presented for payment but could not be paid? 
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The Honourable Sir Archibald Howlands: (a) I assume that the Honourable 
Member desires to know the value and number of high denomination notes m 
circulation on the 11th January, 1946 The relevant statistics are 


Denon (nation 


Value (Rs) 


Number 


10,000 

Total value Rs 


5,236 

11,07,011 

24,004 


(b) High denomination noto» ceased to be legal tender as from the 12th 
January, and it is unlikely t mt banks aud treasuries would have kept any 
such notes with them on the 26th January In any case, there is no means 
ol knowing how many of these notes still remained with banks and treasuries 
on the 26th January without making a widespread enquiry involving an amount 
of time and labour which would not be justified by the results 

(o) The total value of high denomination notes exchanged at the offices of 
the Reserve Bank, scheduled banks and treasuries between the 12th January 
and the 26 January 1046 on the hasis of the latest avai'able figures is as 
follows 


Rs 

12.37,500 
85,58,13,000 
15,09,70,000 

1,01,70,20,500 * 

(d) It is not possible to give the information required as exchanges of high 
denomination notes are still proceeding and up to date figures from all centres 
have not yet been received 

(e) The figures are not yet available as doubtful cases are still being referred 
to the Central Government 1 may however sav that out of a total outstanding 
of about Rs 14397 crores as on the 11th January, 1946, approximately Rs 109 
crores were exchanged by the 1st February and so far no declaration has been 
rejected 

(f) As it is not the intention to refuse payment if the required information 
is furnished by declarants and sufficient reasons are given for non-presentation 
within the prescribed time, the question does not arise 


Rs 

500 

1,000 

10,000 


Over-Assessment of Sales Profits for Income-tax Purposes 
214. *Seth Govind Das- (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the income-tax authorities have been calculat- 
ing profits at more than 20 per cent on sales, even though the statutory ordin¬ 
ance under the Defence of India Rules and the ruleB made thereunder, has fixed 
the maximum profits of 20 per cent on the landing cost or the manufacturing 
cost? 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, does this kind of assessment 
not contravene the statutory provisions? 

(c) Does the Honourable Member propose to furnish the total number of 
cases in which profits have been calculated at more than 20 per cent over and 
above thd landing cost, in the account year when these ordinances were in force? 

(d) What relief do Government propose to grant in all such cases of over 
assessments ? 

(e) Do Government propose to issue instructions for the early refund of 
income-tax collected m excess m this manner? 


Tto Honourable Sb Archibald Howlands: (a) On the assumption made by 
the Honourable Member that the actual profit is 20 per cent the answer is 
m the negative But where the assessee is unable to satisfy the Inootne-tax 
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Officer that.this wau his actual rate of profit and there i s reason to believe 
that he made a higher rate of profit such higher rate is adopted in making 
his assessment 

(b) Mo 

(c) The time and labour involved in collecting the information would not 
be commensurate with any result that may be expected to be achieved 

(d) and (e) If the assessee has reason to think that he has been over¬ 
assessed he can have recointo the oidinary appellate procedure 

Disillowwce or Municipal Taxes fob Income tax Purposes 

215. *Seth Govind Das (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state if it is a fact that the income tax authorities have started dis¬ 
allowing Municipal taxes, held allowable under section 9 of the Indian Income 
Tax Act, from this \ear without any justification and even in bpite of the clear 
ruling of the Allahabad High Court on this issue, during the assessment year 
1945 46 1 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the iffirmative, does the Honourable Member 
proposi to issue instructions allowing such deductions ? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) The Allahabad High Court 
judgment which the Honourable Member has in view is under appeal to the 
Privy Council Pending the Pnvy Councd’s decision on this question, it is 
ope n to the Department to follow m other cases the view of the law contended 
by them to be conect, particularly as that view is supported by the judgments 
of two other High Courts But to avoid any hardship instructions hav e been 
issued that where the assessee objects to the disallowance ot Municipal taxes, 
the payment of tax on the income in dispute, if it exceeds Rs 10 m a single 
• case, should be held in abeyance till the j'udgment is pronounced by the Privy 
Council 

(b) Does not anse 

Bejel noN oe Statements made on Affirmation for Income-tax Purposes 

216 *Seth Govind Das (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Membei please 
state if it is a fact that m day to dav practice and administration of the 
Income Tax Act the facts affirmed in a statement on Oath and affidavits, are 
summanlv rejected without even an attempt to rebut them? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is m the affirmative, does the Honourable Member 
propose to issue necessary instructions on this subject?* 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: (a) I am informed that statements 
made on oath or in affidavits are not rejected without sufficient reason 

(b) Does not anse 

v Assessment of Fiat Rates on Sales for Income tax Purposes 

217 *Seth Govind Das- (a) Will the Honourable the Fmance Member please 

statf the percentage of cases in which, in spite of the production of adequate 
material, recourse to section 18 of the Income Tax Act, £as been adopted bv 
applying arbitrary flat rates on sales? J 

(b) Is any method oi data prepared m those cases where percentage on flat 
rate basis in sales is being adopted? 

(c) Does the Honourable Member propose to issue instructions whereby 
assessments on flat iate basis be adopted by actually considering the trading 
conditions of a particular business in a particular accounting period? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands; ( ft ) The time and labour involved 
in tne collection of the information would not be commensurate with anv 
result that inay^ be expected to be achieved 

(b; In cases where the assessable income has to be assessed at by the appli¬ 
cation of an estimated rate, such rate is normally arrived at after taking 'into 
account all available data relating to the particular assessee, and also the 
general condition of the business or trade that he was engaged m during the 
period m question 

(c) In view of the reply to part (b) no instructions are 


called for 
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Hindi-Urdu Policy of All-India Radio 

218. ♦Pandit Balkrishna Sharma: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Information and Broadcasting please reveal the nature of disoussions held by 
him m connection with the Hmdi-Urdu-Policy of the All-India Radio with the 
Advisory committee appointed by him consisting of Dr Tarachand, Dr Zakir 
Husain, Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, and Rao Bahadur Shn Narayan Mehta? 

(b) Has the attention of the Honourable Member been drawn to the fact 
that the All India-Hmdi Sahitya Sammelan, in protest against the Anti-Hindi 
Policy of the All-India Radio, has passed a resolution at its Jaipur session ask¬ 
ing the Hindi writers, poets, story-writers, play-wnghts and novelists not to 
participate in the programmes of the All-India Radio? 

(c) Were any decisions regarding the Hindi-Urdu controversy taken in the 
conference with the Advisory Committee mentioned m (a) above? 

(d) What criterion was followed in selecting the members of the Advisory 
committee? 

(e) Is he aware of the protests made by the Hindi Press and Hindi Literary 
Institutions against the composition of the committee? 

(f) Does he intend making any changes in the personnel of the Baid com¬ 
mittee, in view of the dissatisfaction prevailing m the Hindi speaking public? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari: (a) and (c) The attention of the 
Honourable Member is invited to the Press Note which was issued by Gov¬ 
ernment on the 5th February, 1946 

(b) Yes 

(d) Suitability 

(e) Yes, from some, but on the whole there has been remarkably little cri¬ 
ticism of its composition 

(f) The Committee has concluded its work 

Recruitment of Hindi Urdu Scholars for All-India Radio 

219 *Pandit Balkrlshna Sharma: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Information and Broadcasting please state how many scholars of Urdu and 
Hindi were employed by the All-India Radio for preparing the lexicon of the 
so-called Hindustani words? 

(b) Were they recruited through the Federal Public Service Commission or 
through some departmental Commission? 

(c) Were they employed by the All-India Radio? If so, who was the ultimate 
recruiting authority? 

(d) What are the names of the scholars to whom the work of preparing the 
lexicon was entrusted? 

(e) Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact that in the beginning only 
one scholar of Urdu was appointed and that the Hindi scholar was employed only 
when the work on the lexicon had progressed far enough? 

(f) Will the Honourable Member state since when Urdu and Hindi scholars 
have begun their work on the lexicon respectively? 

(g) Is the Post of the Hindi 8cholar still vacant? If so, why? 

(h) Is the lexicon meant to be used for preparing the Hindustani News 
Bulletin? 

(i) Were any experienced journalists of Urdu and Hindi appointed for pre¬ 
paring the lexicon? 

(j) Who was entrusted with the work of suggesting finally the words suitable 
for the All India Radio? 

(k) Is it a fact that the Direotor General of the All India Radio had the 
final voice in selecting the words? 
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The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari: (a) Five, two or three at a time 

(b) ‘ No 

(c) Yes, Director General, All-India Radio 

(d) Dr Akhtar Hussain, Mr Chiragh Hassan Hasrat, Mr S H Vatsayana, 
Dr Yadu Vanshi, Mr Bafiq uddrn Ahmed 

(e) No 

(f) Both began this work m July 1940 

(g) The work of compiling the Lexicon was finished in August 1944 

(h) Yes 

(i) Yes 

(j) The scholars engaged on this work 

(k) No It is proposed to invite the views of suitable experts on the Lexicon 
and to finalise it in the light of the views received 

Small Causes Courts in Delhi Province 

220. *Babu Ram Narayan Singh* Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please refer to Sections 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the Provincial Small Causes Courts Act 
(No IX of 1887) and state 

(a) the places within the territories under the Delhi Province Administration 
whereat a Court of Small Causes has been established, 

k (b) the local limits of the jurisdiction of the said court, and 

(o) the time fixed since 1912 at which the said court will sit? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome * (a) At Kashmere Gate Delhi 

(b) The area within the boundaries of the Delhi Municipality, the New Delhi 
Municipality, the Civil Station Notified Area, th6 Fort Notified Area and Delhi 
Cantonments 

(c) From 10 A.M. to 4 p.m. 

Bert Suits Jurisdiction of Delhi Small Causes Court 

221. *Babu Ram Narayan 8ingh: Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please refer to item (8) of the Second Schedule to the Provincial Small Causes 
Courts Act (No IX of 1887) and state the particulars of the notifications under 
which the Local Government of the Delhi Province has expressly invested the 
Judge of the Court of Small Causes with authority to exercise jurisdictions with 
respect to a suit for the recovery of rent, other than house rent and including 
rent for electric meters installed for recording the consumptions of electric 
supply? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome. No such notification has been issued 
Pecuniary Jurisdiction of Delhi Small Causes Court 

222. *Babu Ram Narayan Singh: Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please refer to Sub-Section (2) of Section 15 of the Provincial Small Causes 
Courts Apt (No IX of 1887) and state the particulars of the notification under 
which the Local Government of the Delhi Province has expressly specified the 
value of suits of a civil nature to be cognizable by a Court of Small Causes 
within the Delhi Province? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: No such notification has been issued 


Reported Death of “ Netaji ” Bose 


223. *Sardar Mangal Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please state whether Government have made enquiries about the reported death 
of Netaji? 


(b) What is their information whether Netaji has really died 

'* •*’" mA ,a Li/Lner onmowliara us on crcraataA Vnr 


or whether he 

Oftndhi? 
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The Honourable Sir John Thome: (a) and (b) Government have taken 
steps to verify the reports of Mr Subhas Chandra Bose’s death by reference to 
Admiral Moimtbatten’s and General McArthur’s Headquarters The informa¬ 
tion received from the Japanese Government and their agencies through these 
channels is that the aircraft m which Mr Bose was travelling to Japan crashed 
during the take off at Taihoku Airfield on August 18th, 1945, and that he 
succumbed to injuries sustained during the crash 

Emergency Commissioned Officers applying for Civil Appointments 
224 "Sardar Mangal Singh* (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please state the number of Emergency Commissioned Officers who have so far 
applied for civil appointments? 

(b) How many of them have been selected, and what is the total number of 
vacancies which are to be filled by these officers and others with approved war 
services ? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne* (a) The number of applications received 
so far from 'war service’ candidates including Emergency Commissioned Officers 
for the reserved vacancies in the Secretary of State’s and Central Services is 11, 
112 No separate information regarding the number of applications from the 
Emergency Commissioned Officers is available 

(b) The total number of vacancies that have been held in reserve for ‘war 
service’ candidates is 336 m the Secretary of State’s Services and 468 m the 
Central Services The preliminary selection of candidates for these vacancies 
has begun but it will take some time before it is completed and final appoint¬ 
ments made 

Emergency Commissioned Officers applying for Permanent Commissions 

226. *Sardar Mangal Singh: (a) Will the War Secretary please state the 

number of Emergency Commissioned Officers who had applied for permanent 
Commissions ? ^ 

(b) How many of them have so far been selected for permanent Commissions? 
(o) Are Government satisfied with the number of suitable officers coming up 
for permanent Commissions? 

Mr. P. Mason: (a) 8,055 

(b) 277 

(c) Yes. Sir 

Report of Army Reorganization Committee 
220. *Sardar Mangal Singh* (a) Will the War Secretary please state when 
the report of the Army Reorganization Committee will be ready and made 
available to the members of this House ’ 

(b) Has the Small Committee appointed to consider the question whether 
V C Os should or should not be retained m the Army, submitted any report? 

(c) What is its recommendation about the retention or otherwise of the 
VC Os? 

Mr. P. Mason: (a), (b) and (c) Both the Reorganisation Committee and 
the Committee to consider the future of VCOs were Committees of staff officers 
appointed by H E the Commander-m-Chief in order that they might report to 
him personally on the problems referred to them Their reports were never 
intended for publication and will not be published As decisions are taken on 
their recommendations, these will usually be published 

Indian Soldiers applying for Electoral Registration 

227. *Shri Satya Narayan 8Inha: Will the War Secretary be pleased to 
state 

(a) how many of the 2$ million soldiers of the Indian Army taking advantage 
of the removal of residential disqualification by the Indian Franchise Aot, 1945, 
applied for electoral registration—Provincial and Central, 
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(b) how many from (a) got their names registered, and 

(e) how many from (b) were and are being given opportunity to record their 
votes ? 

Mr P. Mason (a) This information is not readily available and would take 
at least two months to obtain as it would involve consultation with all units 
inc’udmg th 

(b) and (c) Any service personnel who have registered on t^e electoral 
roll may apply for leave in order to vote The grant of this leave is however 
subject to the exigencies of the service 

Relative Status of Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers and British Warrant 
Officers, etc 

228 *Shri Satya Narayan Smha (a) Will the War Secretary please state 
the relative status of—(l) the Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers and British 
Warrant Officers, and (n) the Indian Other Banks and British Other Ranks, 
whenever they have to work m the same Unit or m the same office? 

(b) Is it a fact that British Warrant Officers and British Other Ranks are 
permitted to exercise powers of command over the Viceroy’s Commissioned 
Officers ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers are at no time permitted 
or authorised to exercise command over the British Warrant Officers and 
British Other Ranks whenever they are working in the same office or in the same 
Unit? 0 

(d) Is it a fact that British Other Ranks are permitted to exercise command 
over Indian Other Ranks irrespective of their rank and seniority and that Indian 
Other Ranks can at no time exercise command over British Other Ranks when¬ 
ever they are working in the same office or Unit? 

Mr. P Mason, (a) and (d) (l) The status of a Viceroy’s Commissioned 
Officer and a British Warrant Officer is governed by different Acts A Viceroy’s 
Commissioned Officer is subject to the Indian Army Act and can exercise com¬ 
mand only over persons subject to that Act, whereas^ British Warrant Officer 
is subject to the Army Act and cannot exercise command over persons subject 
to the Indian Army Act unless such persons, being other than Indian Commis¬ 
sioned Officers are specially placed under his orders A Viceroy’s Commissioned 
Officer is, however, not normally placed under the orders of a British Warrant 
Officer 

(n) A British private soldier has no power of command over an Indian Other 
Rank Indian Other Ranks cannot exercisfl command over British Other Ranks 

(b) A British Warrant Officer can only exercise such command when specially 
ordered British private soldiers have no such powers 

(c) Yes 

India’s Expenditure on Secretary of State’s Establishment 

229. *Mr R. Venkatasubba Reddiar: Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member kmdly state 

(a) what portion, if any, of the expenditure, m pounds or rupees on the 
Secretary of State for India and his establishment in 'England is borne by this 
Government, 

(b) if any portion of such expenditure is paid from the Indian revenues, 
whether any Indian nationals are employed in that office, and, if so, how much 
they are paid, and 

(c) if the answer to (b) above is m the affirmative, whether he proposes to 
take steps to employ Indian nationals to the utmost possible extent m that 
offioe and inform the Assembly as to what steps are being taken in that direction? 
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The Honourable Sir Archibald Howlands : (a) In accordance with section 280 
of the Government of India Act the expenses of the Secretary of State’s Depart¬ 
ment including the salaries and remuneration of the staff thereof are borne by 
TTi fl Majesty’s Government but payment is made by the Government of India 
of a part of such expenses, being a sum agreed upon from time to time as 
attributable to the performance of certain agreed agency functions on behalf of 
the Central Government Such payment for 1945-46 has been agreed at 
£175,000 against the total cost of the establishment amounting to £409,100 

(b) No Indian nationals are employed m the establishment of the Secretary 
of State Two Indians are, however, serving as the Secretary of State’s Advi¬ 
sers Their salaries are £1,300 per annum free of tax 

(c) In view of the fact that the payment is only for a part of the expenses 
of the Secretary of State attributable to his agency functions and this arrange¬ 
ment is economical and advantageous to India, it is not proposed to take the 
action suggested 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Proscribed Publications 

33. Shri Mohan Lai Saksena* Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased to lay a statement on the table giving a list of books and publications 
proscribed during the last four years and a statement giving the names of 
Presses and Newspapers from which securities were demanded since January, 
1942? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: The information asked for by the Honour¬ 
able Member is being collected and a statement so far as the Central Govern¬ 
ment is concerned will be laid on the table of the House in due course 
Expenditure on Publicity Films, etc 

34. Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Will the Honourable Member for Information 
and Broadcasting be pleased to lay on the table statements giving 

(l) the number and cost of various films prepared dunng the last four years 
by the Department, 

(li) the existing arrangements for external publicity and the total amount 
spent thereon during the^last four years, and 

(in) the total amount of money spent on advertisements during the last four 
years and the names of the various papers to which advertisements were given 
with the respective amount paid to them? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari. The information is being collected and 
will be laid on the table in due course 

SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Appointment of British (European) Personnel in I C S and IPS 

Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member please state 
whether Government have sent to the Secretary of State the proceedings of the 
debate, which took place on the 31st of January, 1946, m the House on the 
adjournment motion m regard to additions to British (European) personnel m 
the Indian Civil Service and the Police Service by competitive selection with 
special provision for lump payment for voluntary retirement and even higher 
payments on dismissal? 

(b) Have Government received instructions, alter the despatch of such report, 
whether to proceed with the proposed scheme or to hold it m abeyance? 

(c) How many have gone through the first interview, how many men have 
gone through the second interview and how many men have already been 
appointed? 

(d) Has the Finance Department wholly accepted the scheme, or has it 
suggested a modification? If so, when? 
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The Honourable Sir John Thorne: (a) The text of the adjournment motion 
and the fact that the motion was carried in the Assembly without a division were 
communicated to the Secretary of State 

(b) The Secretary of State has intimated that he does not propose to hold 
the recruitment scheme in abeyance for the following reasons 

( 1 ) An undertakmg was given that recruitment would be earned out on the 
basis of pre-war ratios as between British and Indian recruits, m accordance 
with which recruits would have entered the services but for the war With¬ 
drawal of vacancies from Europeans would be regarded as a breach of this under¬ 
taking 

(n) Terms under which new recruits are to serve make clear provision for 
constitutional changes 

(in) The Secretary of State hopes that the tune is close at hand when a new 
Government will be able to make their own arrangements but he feels that m 
the meanwhile the administrative machinery should be maintained by filling the 
vacancies that have accrued on the basis of pre-war ratios 

(c) The total number of eligible European candidates is about 700 272 have 

been tested by the Selection Board, 84 have been finally interviewed, 20 have 
been finally selected and offered appointment and 5 have accepted appointment 
No formal appointment has yet been made 

(d) The Secretary of State consulted the Governor General lrTCouncil on the 
proposals before coming to a final decision 

Mr. Manu Subedar In view of the fact that only 20 ha^e been offered 
appointments, and in view of the fact that the Secretary of State refers to the 
future Government which will be able to make it® own arrangement, may I know 
whether the Government of India informed the Secretary of State that the public 
feeling on this subject in this country is acute as evidenced by the discussions in 
this House and whether in view of that public feeling they recommended hold¬ 
ing up the further progress, that is to say, the further appointment of these men? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne I cannot undertake that such a recom¬ 
mendation will be made 

Mr Manu Subedar The question is not whether you will do so in future 
My question is did the Government themselves of their own accord make this 
recommendation when they sent the debates to the Secretary of State? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne* I am sorry I did*not follow the question 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Did the Government, when sending the debates of this 
House, also convey their own views to the Secretary of State that in view of the 
high feeling on this subject on all sides of the House, the scheme of further 
British recruitment may be held in abeyance? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: No, Sir 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of the Secretary of State's own suggestion that 
the new government wijl m the matter of two or three months take charge of all 
this, may I know now whether the Government of India will make such a recom¬ 
mendation, viz , to hold the scheme m abeyance ? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne: I think, Sir, this was fully covered jn the 
discussions on the adjournment motion recently and I cannot undertake that any 
recommendation in the sense in which my Honourable friend desires should be 
made 

Mr K. 0. Neogy: If I have caught my Honourable friend aright—he said 
that the text of the motion was forwarded to the Secretary of State Did the 
Government convey to the Secretary of State the state of feeling on the subject 
m the country or did the Government merely forward the text of the motion, 
which is not self-explanatory? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: My answer was that the text of the 
adjournment motion and the fact that the motion was carried m the Assembly 
without a division were communicated to the Secretary of State 
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Mr. K. 0. Neogy. Is it not usual in such cases to forward also a summary 
of £he debate? Why was it that merely the text of the motion was forwarded 
and also the information that it was carried without a division ? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne: I have not received the proceedings of 
the debate it would be impossible to summarise them 

Seth Govlnd Das. Will they do it now as soon as they receive the debates? 
The Honourable Sir John Thome: Yes, Sir the proceedings will be sent 
Mr. Mann Subedar. In view of the impending unemployment of a large 
number of men who have served Government in connection with the war, may I 
know whether the Government of India would not now suggest that as a goodwill 
gesture, this particular scheme of further recruitment of Britishers may be 
held in abeyance? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I cannot undertake that that will be done 
Shrl Mohan Lai S&ksena Is it not a fact that if the Honourable Member had 
taken care he could have had the proceedings the next day? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I am sorry I did not follow the question 
Mr. President: The question was, “Would not the Honourable Member have 
got a copy of the proceedings the next day, if he had tried”? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I cannot say That is a matter for the 
Legislative Assembly Department 

Sri M. Ananthasayaaam Ayyangar: May I know what was the recommenda¬ 
tion of the Government of India while forwarding the decision of this House ? 
The Honourable Sir John Thome. No comments were made 
Prof. N. G. Ranga. Is it the mtention of this Government to see that a 
■cient supply of Englishmen in strategic places is maintained here m this country, 
even after this country is supposed to have become free two months hence, so 
Sfchat they can play a fifth column role here ? 

Mr. President: Order, order 

Food Situation in Bihar 

Shn Satya Narayan Sinha. (a) Has the attention of the Food Secretary 
been drawn to the leport that has appeared in today’s Hindustan Times in which 
the adviser of the Bihar Government Sir Eric Ansorge is reported to have said 
that the suggestion made during the last debates m the Central Assembly on 
Food, that Bihar is a surplus Province, is wrong? 

(b) Is the Food Secretary aware that the Bihar Government had made cer¬ 
tain proposals to the Government of India before the Food Debate m the Assem¬ 
bly in order to meet the food situation but the Central Government turned round 
these proposals and that is going to BenouBly affect the Food situation in the 
Province ? 

(o) Is the Food Secretary aware that if the import is not increased in the 
Province, m view of the failure of the food crops this year which showed deficit 
of 2 lac tons, there will be a terrible famine in the Provmce? 

Mr. B. R. Sen: (a) Yes Sir, but no such suggestion seems to have been made 
m the course of the Food Debate 

(b) With a view to improving procurement of nee and paddy in the Provmce, 
the Bihar Government made certain proposals with most of which the Govern¬ 
ment of India were m agreement but there were some which required further 
consideration and consultation with other Provincial Governments 

(c) A quota of foodgrams based on our existing resources has already been 
allotted to Bihar and the Bihar Government’s request for additional allotments 
will be considered as soon as the import position becomes clearer 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha: Is the Honourable Member aware that the net 
imports of foodgrams into Bihar were about 2,75,000 tons yearly, excluding 
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74,000 tons of paddy from Nepal and that these imports have almost ceased from 
the year 1942, except a small quantity of paddy, which is Btill imported from 
Nepal? 

Mr. B. B Sen- Yes 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir. May I ask the Honourable Member whether Bihar 
was nob one of the provinces in which the Government of India decided was a 
province for monopoly procurement? 

Mr. B. B. Sen. We have done that a few weeks ago 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh: Is Bihar a surplus provmce according to the 
decision of the Government of India as regards food production? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: No, Sir 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha. Is the Honourable Member aware that Bihar 
with its growing population has somehow managed to mamtain itself so far with 
the existing production and with the eight lakhs tons of cereals which it origi¬ 
nally received from outside? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: I am quite aware of that But I would like to ask the 
Honourable Member whether he is aware that India used to import 1J million 
tons of cereals before the war and is not now getting those imports ? 

Shri Sri Prakasa. Can an Honourable Member ask a question in reply to a 
question? 

Prof. N. G. Banga: What definite steps are being taken or are proposed to 
be taken by the Government of India to help Bihar to become self-sufficient in 
regard to nee production’ 

Mr. B. B. Sen: The Honourable Member is aware that we are taking steps 
til over India under the grow-more-food campaign to get larger production 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha Is the Honourable Member aware that following 
the debate in the House on food, the prices of rice in Bihar have gone up very 
high, so much so that rice is selling there at Bs 25 a maund? And if the answer 
is in the affirmative, will the Honourable Member care to say what he is going 
to do to remedy the situation? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: I am aware of what the Honourable Member said just now, 
the whole matter is under discussion with the Bihar Government 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh: May I know whether any immediate steps are 
going to be taken by the Government of India to improve the situation there? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: Yes 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh: What are those steps? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: I feel it would not be in the publio interest to discuss these 
proposals on the floor of this House at this stage 

Prof. N. G. Banga: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to give this bit 
of information at least? Is the raising of the price of paddy, which is actually 
being received by the growers of paddy there, also one of the proposals that are 
being discussed by Government, so that they may be encouraged to grow more 
paddy ? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: That is one of the proposals' under discussion 

Mr. B. B. Varma: May I know the reason for not accepting the Bihar Gov¬ 
ernment's proposals regarding the mter-provmcial control and co-ordination of 
prices by the Centre? 

Mr. B. B Sen As I explained in the course of the food debate in thia 
House, it has been the policy of the Government of India throughout to co¬ 
ordinate prices all over India In 1943 the disparity of prices was very great 
and alre idy we have narrowed down that disparity 

Baba Bam Narayan Singh: Will the Honourable Member advise the Govern¬ 
ment of Bihar to remove the inter-district ban against the movement of food- 
grama from one district to another? 
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Ur, B. B. Sen: That is primarily a matter for the Provincial Government to 
consider 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. Has the Government considered the 
suggestion m the resolution which was passed here in the Food Debate, of 
granting subsidies to growers wherever there are inadequate prices being paid? 

Mr. B B. Sen: That is a matter for the Agriculture Department, but I think 
that subsidies are given to cultivators even now, though not in the form that the 
Honourable Member wants them to be given 

Sri U. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Has any revision of the scale been 
thought of or considered since the passing of the resolution the other day? 

Mr. B B. Sen* The Honourable Member has put a short notice question and 
I shall give him a reply then 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha: Is the Honourable Member aware that Bihar 
just managed to ward off a famine in 1943, and that its present ration is already 
one of the lowest m India and below the minimum recommended by the Central 
Government? 

Mr. B B Sen. I am not sure that it is one of the lowest in India, but all 
over India the ration is very low 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha: Will the Honourable Member care to make 
inquiries about it? 

Mr B. B Sen: Yes 

Pandit Gtovind Malaviya- Are steps being taken to take note of the resent¬ 
ment which has been caused in Delhi and m other places in India by the reduc¬ 
tion in the rations? 

Mr. President: Order, order, the question does not arise out of this * 

Hunger Strike by Indian Airmen in Bombay 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha: (a) Has the attention of the War Secretary 
been drawn to the news published in Newspapers regarding Indian airmen (60(> 
m number) m the City Camp of Bombay who have gone on hunger strike, on an 
alleged insult by the Camp Commander ? 

(b) Will he kindly enlighten the House regarding its full details? 

Mr P. Maaon- (a) Yes, Sir 

. (b) The facts are contained in a statement made by Air Officer Commandmg 
Bombay at a Press Conference in Bombay on Thursday last 
Franchise to In duns in South Africa 

Seth Govind Das' (a) Will the Secretary for Commonwealth Relations be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the South African Government has decided to 
give Indians m Natal and Transvaal a right to vote? If so, will these Indians be 
registered on a communal roll or on the ordinary voter’s roll? 

(b) Will these Indians be allowed to elect their own Indian representatives to 
the Senate, Assembly and Provincial Councils? 

(c) Are the Government of India aware of the fact that a delegation of the 
Natal Indians is shortly coming to India in this fortnight? 

Mr B. N. Baaerjee: (a) and (b) It is understood that the Union Govern¬ 
ment have under consideration draft legislation to give Indians a limited fran¬ 
chise on a communal roll, on the basis of literacy and a certam annual income 
or ownership of immovable property of certam value This franchise is intend¬ 
ed to enable Indians to elect a limited number of representatives on the Senate, 
House of Assembly and the Natal and Transvaal Provincial Council It is 
understood, however, that on the official interpretation of the present legal posi¬ 
tion such representatives must be of European descent 

(c) A telegram has been received from the Natal Indian Congress intimating 
that a delegation is coming to Indie 
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Seth Oovind Das: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state whether 
he has received any communication from the High Commissioner of India in 
Natal or from the representatives of the Natal Indian Congress, whether this 
franchise which is being contemplated to be given to Indians there, will be 
acceptable to Indians? 

Mr, R N Banerjee I have no information on the present attitude of the 
local Indian community towards this kind of franchise, but the matter was 
examined by the Judicial Commission over which Justice Broome presided, and 
in the report of the Commission published a few months ago the following state¬ 
ments were made 

“Natal Indians are not a backward race like the Bantu Their racial pride 
would not therefore permit them to accept communal representation by persons 
of a different race as happens in the case of natives The Commission is satisfied 
•on the strongest possible evidence that any offer to Natal Indians of representa¬ 
tion on a communal basis would be rejected immediately and unanimously ” 

I do not know whether that is the present attitude of the Indian community 
"We have no up to date information 

Seth Oovind Das What do the Government of India under these circum- 
•stances contemplate to represent to the Union Government? Are they going to 
express any opinion with respect to this proposal of franchise? 

Mr. R N. Banerjee I am afraid I am not prepared to make any further 
statement on the subject of franchise at this stage Government will consider 
the matter I hope the Honourable Member will realise that our relations with 
that country are in a most delicate stage and I thmk it will be against our 
interests to discuss this matter further now 

# Prof N G Ranga Does this proposal also include the right of Indians to 
•elect Indians to the Legislature? 

Mr. R. N. Banerjee. No, Sir 

Mr. M. Asal Ali. bir, I am compelled to ask the Honourable gentleman 
whether it is proper for any Member of the Government to address the other side 
■of the House which happens to be the elected side of the House in that lecturing 
and hectoring manner by saying ‘Members should realise ‘ Will Members 
kindly realise or some such expression ought to be the form of his warnings 

Mr. R. N. Banerjee: I am sorry if I have given the .Honourable Member 
offence 

Intebbogation of I N A Pebsonnel 

Pundit Tfcakur Das Bhargava. (a) Will the War Secretary kindly state how 
many interrogations and enquiries are at present proceeding m regard to officers 
and other ranks of the I N A ? 

(b) How many persons of the I N A yet remain to be interrogated? 

(c) Against how many officers of the I IS A whose interrogations have been 
■completed, are the cases at present in contemplation? 

(d) Are there any women prisoners also belonging to the I N A ’ If so, how 
many? How many women have been convicted or arraigned so far? Are there 
•any cases m contemplation against them? 

Mr P. Mason: (a) and (b) The number of persons of the I N A under 
interrogation and enquiry is approximately 4,225 Six Courts of Inquiry are 
■engaged on this work dealing with approximately 400 men every week 

(c) No proceedings are being contemplated against any of the officers whose 
interrogation has been completed 

(d) No, Sir, and to the best of my knowledge no such case is contemplated 

Cost of I N A Trials 

Pundit TOakur Das Bhargava: (a) Will the War Secretary kindly state the 
total cost of the first I N A trial viz the trial of Capt Shah Nawaz and 
others? 
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(b) How much cost have Government so far incurred in the trials of Capt 
Burhanuddin, Capt Smghara Singh, Fateh Khan and Capt Abdur Rashid? 

(c) How many officers and other persons are engaged in investigations 
inquiries and interrogations of the I N A men, and what do they cost Govern 
ment each day? 

Mr. P. Mason* (a) Rs 26,503 for counsels and stenographers 

(b) Rs 42,427 for counsel and stenographers up to the end of last month Ai 
regards the remainder of the cost meuired on these trials, the Members of the 
Courts and most of the witnesses are Military persons and almost all were 
brought by Service means of transport, which was carrying other persons a 
well The extra cost of the trials on this account was therefore small, to wort 
tut actuarially the proportionate cost would involve a great deal of work anc 
would be of little practical value 

(c) 167 Commissioned officers and 14,033 other military persons These 
persons are paid at the normal rates which they would be receiving anywhere sc 
that no extra cost is incurred on this account 

I N A men hanged 

Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava Will the War Secretary kindly state whethe 
out of the persons of the IN A hanged, any one was tried for waging wai 
against the King? If so, how manv, and with what result? 

Mr P, Mason Waging war against the King was included m the charge! 
against all those who were hanged, and all except one were convicted on tha 
charge 


MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT 
Government Statement on Polytechnic Institute Students’ Strike 

Mr, President: I have received notices of five different adjournment motions 
One is from Seth Govmd Das He wants to adjourn the House because of ‘ the 
unsatisfactory statement of Dr John Sargent on Poljtechmc Institute student' 
strike I should like to know what specifically is unsatisfactory in that state 
ment Without it, it seems to be vague 

Seth Qovind Dak (Central Provinces Hindi Division Non-Muhammadan) 
Sir, the mam grievance of the strikers was that their diploma is not being recog 
nised and when the Deputy Leader of my Party put a specific question t* 
Dr John Sargent whether the Government were prepared to recognise tha 
diploma and instruct the Federal Public Service Commission accordmgly, Dr 
John Sargent did not even care to reply to that question Sir, this has beei 
the mam grievance of the strikers If he had said something on this subjec 
and if his reply was satisfactory, we would not have been compelled to mov< 
this motion today Even now if he can assure us on this subject, we shal 
consider whether we should press this motion or not 

Dr. John Sargent (Secretary, Education Deptt) Sir, I am very sorry if m 
reply on that point was not satisfactory It was not my intention to evade i 
in any way, nor do I wish to evade any further discussion on this particula 
matter which may lead to a satisfactory solution of the question I had ai 
opportunity last night after the matter was referred to m this House of havini 
a talk with certain students and I agree that the crucial pomt is the recogmtioi 
for employment both in Government service and elsewhere of the diploma 
awarded by the Polytechnic Institute As I said yesterday in answer to i 
question, I think, by the Honourable gentleman himself, I myself regard, u 
spite of the difficulties to which I have referred, the diploma courses whicl 
have been earned on in the Polytechnic Institute as quite good and as equivs 
lent m standard to the University courses which are recognised for purposes c 
emplovment I have put that pomt personally to the Chairman of the Federa 
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of all the facts to realise that they are passing through days when the world is 
almost in an explosive state? We have expressed our views because we are 
vitally affected by the developments that are taking place throughout the world 
We have expressed our views very strongly on the subject and today the Govern¬ 
ment Member has the audacity to stand up and tell us that they do not consider 
it a matter of such urgency that they should communicate the views of this 
House—of the elected part of the House—to the representative whom they have 
sent to U N 0 and who is sitting in London today and listening to the Indonesia 
debate He does not even convey the feelings of this House to the Security 
Council, Sir, I think it is monstrously scandalous that this Government should 
return replies like these and try to evade the issue and tell us here that this is 
not a matter which should claim the attention of this House If this matter 
cannot claim the attention of this House, I cannot imagine any other matter 
that can possibly claim the attention of this House We are most vitally 
affected We have gone through two wars, not of our seeking, and a third war 
is in progress Are we to allow this Government to go on without conveying 
our views to the proper authorities and to the proper quarters? 

Mr President’ I think the motion is admissible, the question is when it 
should be taken up 

Mr H Weightman Sir, let it be taken up at 4 o’clock 

Mr. President The motion will be taken up at 4 p m 

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE 
c Notifications under Central Excises and Salt Act 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (Finance Member) Sir, I lay on 
the table a copy of each of the following notifications in accordance with section 
80 of the Central Excise and Salt Act, 1944 

(1) Central Excise Notification No 4-Camp, dated the 10th February, 1946, 

(2) Central Excise Notification No 6-Camp, dated the 10th March, 1946 

(3) Central Excise Notification No 2, dated the 21st April, 1946 

(4) Central Excise Notification No 6, dated the 2nd June, 1945 

(5) Central Excise Notification No 8, dated the 16th June, 1945 

Central Excise Notification No 10, dated the 13th October, 1945 

(7) Central Excise Notification No 11, dated the 27th October, 1945 

(8) Central Excise Notification No 1-Camp, dated the 26th January, 1946 

(9) Salt Notification No 1, dated the 1st April, 1945 

(10) Salt Notification No 4, dated the 26th May, 1945 

(11) Salt Notification No 6, dated the 22nd September, 1945 

(12) Salt Notification No 7, dated the 13th October, 1945 

(13) Salt Notification No 8, dated the 3rd November, 1945 

(14) Salt Notification No 10, dated the 3rd November, 1945, and 

(15) Salt Notification No 11, dated the 15th December, 1945 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT (CENTRAL REVENUES) 

NOTIFICATION 
Csntbal Excises 

New Delhi, the 10tA February, 1945 

No, h-Camp —In exeroiae of the powers conferred by section 37 of the Central Excises 
and Salt Act, 1944 (I of 1944), the Central Government is pleased to direct that the following 
further amendment shall be made in the Central Excise Rules, 1944, namely — 

To rule 60 of the said Rules, the following shall be added, namely — 

“The purchaser ehall keep a oorrect daily account of suoh goods in like manner as 
is prescribed in rule 68 ” 

H GREENFIELD, Jt Secy 
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4 Camp/C No 21(2) C Exc /44 

Copy forwarded to — 

The Collector of Central Excise 

The Secretary to the Government of Sind, Revenue Department 

The Political and the External Affairs Departments 

The Deputy Director of Inspection, Customs and Central Excises 

The Director General of Commercial Intelligence for publication in the Indian Trade 
Journal 

By order etc. 


Under Secretary to the Government of India 


FINANCE DEPARTMENT (CENTRAL REVENUES) 

NOTIFICATION 
Cbntbal Excis* 

New Delhi, the 10M March, 1946 

Vo 5-Camp —In exercise of the powers conferred by section 37 of the Central Excises 
and Salt Act, 1944 (I of 1944), the Central Government is pleased to direct that the follow¬ 
ing further amendments shall be made in the Central Excise Rules, 1944, namely! — 

In lule 65 of the said Rules— 

(i) in sub rule (3)— 

(a) for the words ‘‘a security bond in the proper Forms” the words "a bond in the proper 
Form with such surety or sufficient security as the Collector may require” shall be 
substituted, 

(b) the proviso shall be omitted, 

(ii) sub lule (4) shall be omitted and sub rules (5) and (6) shall be re numbered as sub 
rules (4) and (5) respectively, 

(ill) in sub-rule (4) as re numbered— 

(a) for the words, brackets and figures ‘‘sub rules (3) and (4)’’ the word, brackets and 

figure ' sub rule (3)” shall be substituted, • 

(b) for the words “the enquiry” the words “due enquiry”, shall be substituted, 

H GREENFIELLD, Joint Secy 


No 5 Camp /G No 19 (1) C Ex /45 

Copy forwarded to all Collectors of Central Excise, the Political and External Affairs,. 
Departments, the Secretary to the Government of Sind, Revenue Department, the Director 
of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics for publication in the Indian Trade Journal and 
the Deputy Director of Inspection, Customs and Central Excises 

By order, etc., 

W A ROSE, 

Under Secy to the Oovt of India.. 


FINANCE DEPARTMENT (CENTRAL REVENUES) 

NOTIFICATION 

Cbntbal Excis* 

Simla, the 21 »t April, 1945 

Nv 2—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 37 of the Central Excises and 
Salt Act, 1944 (I of 1944), the Central Government is pleased to direct that the following 
further amendment shall be made in the Central Excise Rules, 1944, namely — 

In rule 58 of the said Rules, after the words “in the proper Form” ihe words “or in 
such other form as the Collector may m any particular case allow” shall be inserted 

By order, etc 
W A ROSE, 

Under Secretary to the Government of India 


Cbntbal Excises 
Simla, the 2nd June, 1945 

No 6—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 37 of the Central Excises and 
Salt Act, 1944, (I of 1944), the Central Government is pleased to direct that the following 
further amendments shall be made in the Central Excise Rules, 1944, namely — 

In Form L-2 (Tobacco) of the forms appended to the said Rules, paragraph 3 shall be 
renumbered as paragraph 4 and before paragraph 4 as so renumbered the following shall 
be inserted as paragraph 3, namely — 

“3 It is a condition of this licence that the holder shall not use his tobacco for a 
purpose to whioh a rate of due higher than the rate actually paid thereon would be 
appropriate ” 

H GREENFIELD, Joint Secy 
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— r . forwarded to all Collectors of Central Excise, the Secretary to the Government of 
Sind, the Political and External Affairs Departments and to the Deputy Director of Inspec¬ 
tion, Customs and Central Excises 


By Order, eto, 

W A BOSE, 

for Joint Secy to the Govt of India. 


FINANCE DEPARTMENT (CENTRAL REVENUES) 
NOTIFICATION 
Central Excises 
Simla, the 16th June, 1945 

No 8 —In exercise of the powers conferred by section 37 of the Central Excises and 
Salt 4xt, 1944 (I of 1944), the Central Government is pleased to direct that the following 
further amendments shall be made to the Central Excise Rules, 1944, namely — 

In Appendix I to the said Rules— 

1 In the Table under the heading “Forms” for the entries relating to Central Excise 
Series No 32, the following shall be substituted — 


Central 
Exoise Series 
No 


Description of Form 


Rule No Short title 


32 (with seourity) for due disposal of excisable goods 192 B-8 (Sec ) 

obtained, without payment of duty, for use is 
special industrial processes 

32 A (with surety) for due disposal of excisable goods 192 B-8 (Sur ) 

obtained, without payment of duty, for use in 
special industrial processes 


II For Form B 5 (Gen Sur) (Central Excise Series No, 28), the following form shall 
be substituted — 

Central Excise Series No 28 « Range 

Circle 

FORM B 5 (GEN SUR.) 

General Bond (with surety/les) for the due arrival and rewarehousing of excisable goods 
removed from one bonded warehouse to another 


(Rule 154) 

Delete the letters and words not applicable ) 

1/We of 

{hereinafter called the obligor(s)] am/are bound to the Governor General in Council in the 
sum of rupees and I/we 


of (hereinafter called the “First Surety”) 

of (hereinafter called the “Second Surety") 

of (hereinafter called the “Third Surety”) 

of (hereinafter called the “Fourth Surety”) 


.. » Fourth Surety are each of us severally bound to the Governor General in 

Council in the sum of rupees each to be paid to the Governor General 

in Council for which payment I/we the obligor/obhgors bind myeelf/oureelves and our 
legal representatives and I/we the abovenamed First Surety, the Second 8urety, the Third 
Surety and the Fourth Surety, severally bind myself/ourselves and our legal representatives 
The above bounden obhgor(») being permitted to remove from time to time, 
on the provisions of the Central Excise Rules, 1944, being observed*, 
from the bonded warehouae(t) at 
*“ -*•- — *e verea. 


> other bonded warehouses c 


'Hers eater description of the excisable goods 
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The condition of this bond is that if the obltgor(s) and his/fcheir legal repreeedtativee 
•ball obereve all the provisions of the said Rules, to be observed in respect of the goods 
so transferred from time to time, 

And if the said goods are duly removed to and rewarehoused at the bonded warehouae(s) 
of destination to which they are permitted to be removed, Within such time as the Collector 
of Central Excise at directs, 

Thu obligation shall be void 

Otherwise and on breach or failure in the performance ot any part of the condition, the 
earn? shall be in full force 

We declare that this bond is given under the orders of the Central Government for the 
peiformance of an act in which the public are intereated 


Place 

Date 


Signature(s) of obligor(s) 

WitsweM (1) 

Address (1) 

Occupation (1) 


« 

Date. 

Address (2) 

Occupation (2) 

Signature(s) 

of Surety(ies) 

Witness** (i) 

Address (1) 

Occupation (1) 


(2) 

Address (2) 

Occupation (2) 


Accepted by me this 


day of 

Collector of 

19 

Central Excise 


III In Form B 8 (Central Excise Series No 32), for the existing heading, the following 
shall be substituted — 


FORM B 8 (SEC) 

Bond (with security) to be entered into by person licensed to obtain, without payment 
-of duty, excisable goods to be used for special industrial purposes 

IV After Form B 8, as hereinbefore amended, the following new Form shall be 
inserted — 

Circle 

Central Excise Series No 32 A 

FORM B 8 (SUR) 

Bonn (with surety; to be entered into by person licensed to obtain, without payment of 
auiy, excisable goods to be used for special industrial purposes 


(Rule 192) 

(Delete the letters and words not applicable ) 

1/we of (hereinafter 

called the obligor(s)] and 

of (.hereinafter called the -surety) are jointly and 

severally bound to the Governor General in Council in the sum of rupees 

*■> be paid to the Governoi General in Council for which payment w e jointly and severally 
.-j -legal representatives 


bind ourselves and ( 


1 he above bounden obligor(s) having been permitted by the Collector of Central Excise, 
(hereinafter called the Collector; to purchase from time to 
time such quantities of as may be required, not exceed ng 

per year for use in the factory at 

fir the manufactuie of the commodity(ies) and in the manner, specified in his/their 
application No , dated without payment of duty 

The condition of this bond is that if the obligor(s) shall not make any change in the 
nature or manner or manufacture specified in his/their application or use the 
for any purpose other than that stated in the application without the prior approval of the 
Collector, 


And shall observe all the provisions of the Central Excise Rules, 1944, g 0 far as they 
relate to the use of excisable goods for industrial purposes without payment of duty, 7 
And if all dues, whether excise duty or other lawful charges, which shall be demand able 
■on the goods [obtained by the obligor(s) without payment of duty"| as shown by the records 
of the proper officer of Central Excises, be duly paid into the treasury to the account r* 

the Collector within ten da's of the date of demand thereof being rr~ J - -■ - - - 1 ■■■* 

said officer of Central Excises, 


l writing bj tl^ 
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this obligation shall be void 

Otherwise and on breach or failure in the performance of any part of this condition, 
the same shall be in full force 

I/Vie declare that this bond is given under the orders of the Central Government for 
the performance of an act in which the public are interested 
Place 
Date 

Signature(a) of obligor(s) 


Witnesses (1) 

Address (1) 

Occupation (1) 

(2) 

Place 

Address (2) 

Occupation (2) 

Date 


Signature(s) of Surety(ies) 

Witnesses (1) 

Address (1) 

Occupation (1) 

(2) 

Address (2) 

Occupation (2) 

Accepted by me this 


day of 19 


Collector of Cential Excise 

V To Form R T 2 (Central Excise Series No 68) the following Bhall be added at 
the back — 


Central Excise Officer s Account 


Quantity 
assessed to duty 

1 

Serial Nos of 
Demands for 
duty 

Removals to bonded warehouse 

Quantity removed 

Serial numbers of 

Under 

transport 

Under 

transport 

certificate 

Transport 
perm ts 

Transport 

certificates 









VI For Form R. T -5 (Central Excue Senes No 71), the following form shall be substituted 
Central Excise Series No 71 



H.1 G,' BEENFIEJJ) Joint Secretary. 
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT (CENTRAL REVENUES) 

NOTIFICATION 
ClNTBAL Excises 
Simla, the 15th October, 1945 
No 10—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 37 of the Central Excises and 
Salt Act, 1944 (I of 1944J, the Central Government is pleased to direct that the following 
further amendment shall be made in the Central Excise Rales, 1944, namely — 

In paragraph 2 of form L 5 of the forms- appended in the said Rules, after the words 
“The licence is granted to Mr /Messrs ” the words “who hav* 

ipaid the prescribed licence fee of Rs " shall be inserted * 

H GREENFIELD, 

Joint Secretary to the Government of India 


No 10/C No 41 (31) CXT/45 

Copy forwarded to — 

1 The Collector of Central Excise, Calcutta with reference to 
dated 7th August, 1945, of the Assistant Collectors’ Conference 
No XVI/58GI/45/24758, dated 23rd August, 1945 

2 Other Collectors of Central Excise 

3 The Secretary to the Government of Sind, Revenue Department, Karachi 

4 The External Affairs Department 

5 Ihe Political Department* 

b The Du ector of Commercial Intelligence for pu 
7 The Deputy Director of Inspection, Customs « 


paragraph 1 of the minutes 
enclosed with his letter C 


Under Secretary to the Government of India 


FINANCE DEPARTMENT (CENTRAL REVENUES) 

NOTIFICATION 
Central Excises 
Simla, the Zlth October, 1945 

No 11 —In exercise of the powers conferred by section 37 of the Central Excises and 
Salt Act, 1944 (I of 1944), the Central Government la pleased to direct that the following 
further amendments shall be made in the Central Excise Rules, 1944, namely — 

In the forms m Appendix I appended to the said Rules — 

(i) the following shall be inserted as a penultimate paragraph m Cential Excise Series 
Nos 3 to 7 and as a final paragraph m Series No 8 

‘I/We hereby declare that no excise licence previously held by me/us has been revoked or 
suspended or has failed to be renewed owing to a breach of the Act and/or Rules governing 
the grant of such licence ’’ 

The final paragraphs m Series Nos 3 to 7 shall be renumbered accordingly 

(ii) the following shall be inserted as a final para m Cential Excise Senes Nos 9 to 16 

‘ 'ibis licence may be revoked or suspended or its renewal may be refused, if any declara 
tion made or information given in the application therefor is found to be faUe or if any 
undertaking given in such application is not carried out * 

H GREENFIELD, 

Joint Secretary to thi Government of India, 


No 11/C No 2711C Exc T /45 

1 The Collector of Central Excise, Calcutta, with reference to his letter C No VII/ 
34 Tob /45/24052, dated 11th August, 1945 

2 Other Collectors of Central Excise 

3 The Secretary to the Government of Smd Revenue Department, Karachi 

4 The External Affairs Department 

5 lhe Political Department 

6 The Director of Commercial Intelligence for publication in the Indian Trade Journal 

7 The -Deputy Director of Inspection, Customs and ’Central Excises 

3 .By order, etc , 

4 W A ROSE, 

* * 1 Under Secretary to the Government bf India, 
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT (CENTRAL REVENUES) 

New Delhi, the 26M January, 1946 
NOTIFICATION 
Central Excises 

No 1 Camp -r-In exercise of the powers conferred by section 37 of the Central Excise*, 
and S*lt Act, 1944 (I of 1944), the Central Government is pleased to direct that the following 
further amendment shall be made to the Central Excise Rules, 1944, namely— 

In form A L 5 set forth in Appendix I to the said Rules— 

after paragraph 3, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely — 

“**3A I/we have verified that the surety/sureties specified m the bond(s) executed 
bv as in forra(e) under rule(s) ts/are alive and is/ar e solvent. 

** Strike out if the application is made for the first time and if the bond has been 
executed with security” 

H GREENFIELD, 

Joint Secretary to the Government of India. 

1 Camp/C No 8/6-C X /4S 

Copy forwarded to— 

1 Ail Collectors of Central Excise 

2 The Secretary to the Government of Sind, Revenue Department 

3 The Political Department 

4 The Director of Commercial Intelligence for publication in the Indian Trade Journal. 

5 The Inspectorate of Customs and Central Excises 

By order, etc , 

W A R08E, 

Under Secretary to the Government of India. 

_T (C 

N0TIF1CAT 

Saw 

Simla, the let April, 1945 

No 1 —In exercise of the powers confened by sub section (I), read with clause (xvii) 
of subsection (2) of section 37 of the Central Excises and Salt Act, 1944 (I of 1944), the 
Central Government is pleased to make the following rule, namely — 

Rule 

Salt removed from Saltpetre refineries in the Punjab, the United Provinces, Bihar, 
Orissa, Delhi or Ajmer Merwara is hereby exempted from the duty imposed on salt by 
section 3 of the Central Excises and Salt Act, 1944 (I of 1944), read with section 2 of the 
Indian Finance Act, 1945— 

(a) in the case of Sitta (* « , impure salt unfit for human consumption), to the extent 
of one rupee and eight anns& per Standard mannd, 

(b) in the case of salt other than Sitta, to the extent of one rupee and one anna per 
Standard maunds. 

• By order, etc , 

W A ROSE, 

Under Secretary to the Government of India. 

1/C No «MSalt/45 

Copy forwarded to the Collectors of Central Excise, Delhi, Allahabad and Calcutta, the 
Government of the Punjab, the United Provinces, Bihar and Onssa, Chief Commissioner of 
Delhi and Ajmer Marwara and the Accountant General, Central Revenues 

By order, etc , 

W A ROSE, 

Under Secretary to the Got ernmenl of India 
GOVERNMENT OP INDIA 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT (CENTRAL REVENUES) 

NOTIFICATION 

Salt 

Simla, the 26th May, 1945 

No 4—In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (xvii) of sub-section (2) of section 
37 of the Central Excises and Salt Act, 1944 (I of 1944), and in supersession of the notification 
of the Government of India, in the Finance Department (Central Revenues), No. 28-Salt/27, 
dated, the 1st October, 1927, the Central Government is pleased to remit the duty imposed 
nnder sub-section (I) of section 3 of the said Act on salt manufactured in the Province of 
Madras or in the territories transferred from the Province of Madras to the Province oi 
Orissa by the Government of India (Constitution of Orissa) Order, 1936, when anch salt 
J* u *ed ih the Province of Madras or in the said territories or, with the special approval of 
the Central Government, in any, other place .for any industrial -purpose other than th* 
SBjffffg foSomng roles a ^- BU WCT * die * rt, ' <>r P r “«vatlve m any article of food or dnnk. 
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kuiti , 

1 Any person intending to use sail in an industrial process (hereinafter refeired to as 

the maniifactuier) and wishing to be admitted to the concession shall make an application to 
the Assistant Collector of Central Excise of the division in which his works ate situate 
(hereinafter referred to as the Assistant Collector) If he wishes the concession to extend 
to more than one factory or woiks, a sepaiate application must be made for each such factory 
or works Each application shall contain a statement of the estimated monthly quantity of 
salt lequired, of tht salt factory or depot from which it is desired that it may be issued, 
and of the purpose and manner for and in which it is intended to be used, as well as a 
declaration that the salt applied for will be used solely for such purpose and in such manner, 
and it shall be accompanied by a fee of Ra 100 Provided that if the concession is granted 

after six months of a financial year have expired, the fee payable for the said year shall be 

Rs 60 and that if the full annual fee of Re 100 has been paid and a concession is surrendered 
before the expiry of six months of a financial year or in the case of a new grantee within 
six months of the grant, Rs SO shall be refunded ... . , 

2 If the Assistant Collector is satisfied, from his previous knowledge of the manufacturer 

or from inquiries or otherwise, that he is a person to whom the privilege of the duty free 

issue of salt may be allowed without danger to the revenue, he shall then inspect the 
works, or shall depute an Inspector to do so, or if the works are situated in the Mysore 

State, shall arrange for thur inspection by an officer of the State and shall satisfy himself 

that they contain a secure store room for the custody of the salt If the Assistant Collector 
finally approves the application, he shall require the applicant and one approved surety to 
execute a bond in form I annexed hereto which he shall forward to the Collector of Central 
Excise (heieinafter called the Collector) for signature on behalf of the Central Govern 
ment and shall at the same Unit issue an order for the delivery of the salt from the factory 
or depot named by the manufacture* The concession shall expire on the 31st March, each 
year, but may be renewed if the Assistant Collet tor sies no reason to the contrary on pay 
ment of a fiesh fee of Rs 100 for each financial year 

3 When the delivery of the salt is lequued the manufacturer shall gi\c not less than 

twenty four houis’ notice, exclusive of Sundays and of sanctioned holidays, to the officer in 
charge of such facloiy or depot, at the same time remitting to him th price of the salt at 
such late as the Collector, may from time to time, prescribe 

• 4 Ihe salt shall be removed from the factory or depot in gunny bags to be provided 

by the nianufactuier, and to be approved by the Collector each of which shall contain two 
maunds of salt and shall be sealed by or under the orders of the Collector 

6 The manufactuier shall be lound to convey the salt direct with unbroken seals from 
the factory or dipot to his works He shall there keep it in a store room approved by 
the Assistant Collector in the bags in which it was removed from the factory or depot The 
bags shall not be opened before the salt is actually required for use nor shall the seals 
be broken or removed except in the presence of the manufacturer or his maniger, who shall 
be a person approved by the Assistant Collector 

6 The key of the room in which the salt is kept shall be in the personal custody of 

the manufacturer or hts manager who shall execute an agreement in Form II annexed hereto 
and who shall maintain an account m Form III annexed, showing the quantity of salt 
received, the quantity expended from time to time with the purpose "for which, and tho manner 
in which, it has been used and the daily balance in hand He shall also maintain any 
other accounts which the Collector may prescribe in connection with the issue of salt for 
any particular trade The factory or works may be entered into and examined at any 
time by any magistrate or by any officer of Police not below the rank of Inspector or by 
any officer of the Central Excise Collectorate not below the rank of Sub Inspector or by 
any person whom the Assistant Collector or other superior officer of the Collectorate mav 
at any time specially empower in this bthalf, or by any officer of the Central Excise 
Collectorate of, a Province other than Madras who may be especially empowered in this 
behalf by the Central Board of Revenue or by any officer of the Mysore State empowered in 
this behalf by the Durbar in respect of factories or works situated within that State, and 
due facilities for examining the accounts as well as for checking the stock of salt received 
expended and m hand, shall be afforded by the manufacturer and all other persons employed 
by him r ' 

7 Save with the written permission of the Assistant Collector or in unavoidable ciroum 

stances such as the occurrence of a fire or the like, salt shall be removed from such store¬ 
room only for use for the purpose and in the manner specified in the manufacturer’s applica¬ 
tion All salt so removed for use shall be at once so used All spent lye or other useless 
refuse containng salt shall be effectually destroyed on or near the premises in such manner 
as the Assistant Collector may direct v 

8 The Central Government reserve to themselves power to impose a preventive establish 

manufacturer at his expense whenever the Collector considers it necessary for 
ttie protection of the revenue to (jo bo j 

9 In case of any infraction of these rules, the permission to nse salt dutyfree in the 
manufacture will be liable to be withdrawn and all salt remaining in store will be liable 

Co ''"‘ < ’ r No ”'“ a *■» * - 

10 If any salt issued under these rules is not duly accounted for as having been used 

\“k th ! m \ nner in J; h e manufacturer’s application, the manufacturer 

•hall, on demand by the Assistant Collector, be bound immediately to pey to Central Govern¬ 
ment duty on aU ealt so unaccounted for at double the rate of duty bn salt for thbMme 
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leviable under the Central Excises and Salt Act, 1044 (hereinafter referred to as the Act/, 
or other law for the time being in force and relating to the salt revenue 

The above condition does not prejudice the liability of the licensee to prosecution under 
bed ion 9 of the Act or other law toi the time being in lorce relating to the salt revenue, if 
it snail appear that such salt so unaccounted for has been at her wine used by him or with 


.1 appear that such salt so unaccounted for has been other 
his consent or connivance so as to defiaud the salt revenue 

11 After the Assistant Collectoi has once given permission tor the duty tie© issue of 
salt to any manutacturei, it shall not be neccssaiy so long as that peimission remains un- 
revoked tor the manufacturer to applj to the Assistant Collectoi toi the issue of such iuLther 
supplies as he may requue in the conduct of his business for use tor the same purpose and 
f t me i maun * r the same othciai year it will be sulhcient tor him to apply to the 
«i r Lm 16 ! 0 ' t . h6 . £aCt0ry or de ? ot tlom wluth the hlBt “ 8ue was made The manuiao- 
occasions in reni ° v f aud Kee P the issued on the second and all subsequent 

tha a i, k®8 8 bearing a distinctive inaik dilttring from that borne by the bags in whioh 
?" ttl * any previous occasion was issued and kept, and not to use 

in Vs account 1 * h ° e °* al1 P rev * ou » > 8 ^es has been expended and entered as expended 


12 The permission to remove salt duty free under these rules may at any time b« 
cancelled and withdiawn by ordeis of the Collector without cause being assigned in which 
case the manufacturer shall be bond to deliver up to the Assistant collector 01 to such 
peison as he may, in wiitmg, appoint to receive the same, all salt removed under these rulea 
which may then remain unexpended in the custody of the manufacturer who shall be entitled 
to payment therefor at the rate at whivh he paid loi it, but to no other payment or 
compensation whatever 

12 Any peison who may be dissatislied with an oidei passed by the Assistant Collector 
under these rules may appeal to the Collector and any person dissatislied with an order 
passed bi the Collector undei these lules may appeal to the Central Boaid of Bevenue 


to be paid to the said Governor General in Council for which payment we jointly and 
severally bind ourselves and our legal representatives 


Dated this day of 19 

W ltness to the signature of the said (bd ) 

W ltness to the signature of the said (Sd ) 

The above bounden (hereinafter called the m&nufatluier) having been 

permitted to remove from time to time from the salt tactory or depot at suoh 

quantities of salt as he may, require not exceeding Indian Maunds at a tune 

per month for use in his manufactory of at for 

the purpose and in the manner below stated without payment of duty under the rules, of 
which a copy is hereunto annexed 

Purpose of use Manner of use 

The condition of this obligation is that if the manufacturer and his legal representatives 
and his or their servants employed lu the said manufactory shall at all times well and truly 
observe and keep the conditions of the said lules, then this bond shall be void, otherwise 
the same shall remain in full force 

Signed on behalf of the said Governor General in Council by Collector 

of Central Excise, Madras on the day of 19 

COLLECTOR OF CENTRAL EXCISS, 
Witness to the signature of the Collector of Central Excise 

Note, —After the establishment of the Federation of India the words 'in Council 1 , 
wherever they occur, shall be omitted 

FORM II 

Form of agreement (see Rule 6) 

I of being appointed by , , , 

to be manager of his manufactory at for use la 

which for the purpose and m the manner below set forth the duty free issue of salt has 
been permitted by the Assistant Collector of Central Excise Division, 

under the Rules, a copy whereof is hereunto appended do hereby declare that I will faithfully 
observe and keep all the conditions of the said Rules and will, so far as income lies, cans* 
all servants employed under my orders in the said manufactory so to observe and keep them. 

Purpose of use, 

Manner of use, 


'Here eater double duty on the salt allowed to be removed 
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1 understand tint in the event of any portion of the said eolt being need otherwise then 
for the said purpose or in the said manner, so as to defraud the public revenue, by me 
Of with my connivancy or content, I shall be liable to fine and imprisonment under Section V 
of the Central Excises and Salt Act, 1944 (I of 1944), or other law for the tun e being in 
force and relating to the Salt .Revenue 

Signed on the , day of „ 19 , >n the presence of 

FORM III 

Daily account prescribed under Rule 6 of the receipts and expenditure of salt issued 
duty free for uae in manufactures at the_Manufactory at_ 




Receipt# 


J Expenditure 


Signature of the manufacturer, 
or his Manager, or the Officer- 
j in Charge 



Date of bond under whioh 
received 

Quantity received 

2 

1 

j 

fi 

Total received 

Jl 

go 

<2 S 

11 

h 

Quantity used. 

Total used 

Balance in hand 

Remarks by 
the 

Inspecting 

Ofifieer 

1 1 

2 1 

i 3 1 

4 1 

" 5 1 

a 

7 

I 8 

rn 

1° 

11 


| j 

X Mde 

l 

r Mds 


I Mds 
8 T. 

I Mds 
8 T 

Mli 1 
ST 




N D —This account should be closed and the balance of salt in hand be carried forward 
to a new account on the first day of April in each year 

R J PRINGLE, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India. 


govkbnm*nt or india 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT (CENTRAL REVENUES) 

Simla, the 22 nd September, 1945 
NOTIFICATION 

Salt . 

No 6—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 37 of the Central Excises and 
Salt Act, 1944 (I of 1944) the Central Government ib pleased to direct that the following 
amendments shall be made in the Sind Salt Rules (1940, published with the Resolution of 
the Government of Sind in the Revenue Depaitment, No 223 B , dated the 15th January, 
1940, namely — 

In the said Hales— 

(0 For Rule 8 of the following shall be substituted, namely — 

"8 The hours of work during which salt shall be issued for removal shall be from 8 0am 
tc 6 0 pm, excluding a period of lecess from 10 pm, to30 pm When, however, 
during the said period of recess salt is being removed from a salt works by sea under th# 
8alt Transport and Export, Rules 1943 and the trader so desires, arrangements for work 
during the period will be made only when the" steamer taking carm is in harbour Issues 
of salt for removal under the Salt Transport and Export Rules, 1943, may, however, be 
allowed during night on payment of fees prescribed in rule 12 but no removals of such salt 
shall he allowed from the salt works at eight, except by sea At Dilyar and Saran the 
hours of work may be varied bv the Superintendent to suit the local conditions, with the 
approval of the Revenue Commissioner for Sind " 

(n) In rule 9, tor the words and figures ‘‘Transport and Export Rules, 1933”, the words 
and figures ‘‘Salt Transport and Export Rules, 1943”, shall be substituted 
(in) The following shall be inserted as Rule 12 A, namely — 

”12-A When salt is removed in bond from a salt works by land for shipment at the 
P*rl of export, the transporter or exporter shall pay a fee of annas three per hour or part 
thereof for every escort posted by the Superintendent The fee so recovered shall, in the 
first instance be credited to Government and later drawn on a bill and paid to the guard 
jnajke and peons) as overtime allowance according to the period of extra work put in by 

Note —The fee shall he payable from the time the escort is placed at the disposal of the 
applicant to the time he is brought back to the works by him The applicant shall make 
arrangements for the escort’s transport to and fro at his (applicant's) cost ” 

R J PRINGLE 

Devutu Seerelaru to thr Go: ernmtnl nt 
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tfrB ,—This account should be closed and the balance of salt in hand be earned forward to a new aooount on the first day of April in each year ” 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

FINANCE DEPAETMENT (CENTRAL REVENUES) 
bxnda the 3rd November, 1945 
NOTIFICATION 


Ao 8 —In exercisi 
Act, 1944 (1 of 1944) 
amendments shall be 
of India in the Final 
1935 as amended fro 


n exercise of the powers confeired by section 37 of the Central Excises and Salt 
of 1944) the Central Government is pleased to direct that the following further 
shall be made in tie rules published with the notification of the Government 
the Finance Departm nt (Central Revenues) No 1 Salt dited the 12th Januaiy 
ended from time to time namely — 


1 In rule 1 after the words for each such factory or words me words even ii uiey 

are situated in the same premises shall be inserted 

2 After rule 1 the following lule shall be insetted namely— 

I A The Central Government or the Collector while sanctioning an application may 
•if necessary fix the maximum quantity of salt upto which telund of duty may be allowed 
in a year ihe sanctioning authority may fix different maximum limits for different factoues 

and works run by a manufacturer The limit so fixed may be varied from time to tima 

by the sanctioning authority 

3 Rule 3 shall be renumbered as sub-rule (1) of that rule and in sub lule (1) a* so 
renum bered — 

(i> after the words salt works the words saltpetre refinery Government golah, 
Government shall be insetted 

(n) for the words supported by the leturncd to the manufacturer 

‘the vvoids supported as the case may be by the (1) receipt in form 4 of the him flora 
which salt has been put chased (2) salt removal permit in torm A 1 in the case of salt 
-obtained from puvate salt works or saltpetre refineries (3) certificate in form All in the 
case of salt obtained from Government salt works or depots or (4) customs receipt or a 
copy of the import bill of entiy showing shat customs duty has been paid in the case of 
•mparted salt removed from Government golahs These documents shall not be returned 
to the manufacturer shall he substituted, and 

(ill) after sub rule (1) as so renumbered the following si all be nseiltd na aelv — 

(2) No refund of duty shall be allowed unless an application loi such ic und leaches, the 
Assistant Collector within six months of the close of the relevant half year 

4 Rule 7 shall be renumbered as sub rule (1) of that rule and after sub rule (1) as so 
renumbered the following shall be inserted namely — 

(2) Each consignment oi salt procured by the manufacturer under this concession shall 
be stored separately in the store room and distinctively marked an 1 the manufacturer shall 
not use any salt from any such consignment until all the salt previously procured has been 
-expended and entered as expended in his accounts 

5 In rule 8— * 

(I) to aub rule (2) the following shall be added namely — * 

prov ided that when the store keeper is away from the premises of the factory or works 
be shall leave the key with the Manager 

(II) after subtule (2) the following shall be added as sub rule (3) namely— 

(3) The key of the storeroom shall be available at the premises of the fictory or works 
to facilitate inspection of the salt godown by inspecting officers at any time between the 
hours of sunrise and sunset failing which the manufacturer shall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding rupees one hundred tor each occasion the inspecting officer has to return without 
being able to inspect the godown 

6 In rule 10 after the words in horm B the words appended to these rules shall 
be inserted 

7 To rule 11, the following shall be added at the end namely— 

The Collector may however, permit the manufacturer to Btock Khewra rock salt in bulk * 

If In the forms appended to the said Roles— 

1 in form A after the words Receipt the words in case of salt purchased from a 
■Arm of approved dealers shall be inserted, and 

2 after forln A, the following forms shall be added, namely— 

FORM A I 

Form of permit in respect of salt obtained from private salt works or saltpetre refineries 
(Rule 3) 

Mr /Messrs concessionaire(s) is/are permitted to remove 

maonds of salt from Salt works/saltpetre or 

factory/refinery for use m his/their factory at 

Date 


Inspector 
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FORM All 

Form of Certificate in respect of salt obtained from Government salt works or depots 
(Rule 3) 

Certified that wagon(s) ( maunds) of salt 

has/have been cleared on against indent No , 

dated , placed by Mr /Messrs 

concessionaire(s) at the treasury 

Officer Incharge 

Date of the Depot/Works ’ 


government of indh 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT (CENTRAL REVENUES) 

Simla, the Z/rd November, 1945 
NOTIFICATION 
Salt 

No 10—In exercise of the powers confined by section 37 of the Central Excises and 
Salt Act, 1944 (I of 1944), the Central Government is pleased to direct that the following 
further amendments shall be made in the rules published with the notification of the Govern 
ment of India in the Finance Department (Central Revenues), No 5 Salt, dated the 4th 
February, 1928, as amended from time to time, namely ■■— 

I In the said Rules— 

1 To rule 2, the following shall be added, namely— 

' even if they are situated in the same premises ’ 

2 Aftei rule 2, the following shall be inserted, namelj— 

' 2 A 1 he Collector, while sanctioning an application, ma\, if he considers necessary, 
fix the maximum quantity of salt up to which lefund ot duty may b$ allowed in a year He 
maj fix diffeient maximum limits lor different factoues and works run by a manufacturer 
The limit so fixed may be vatied from time to time by the Collector ” 

3 In rule 4— 

(i) foi sub rule (1) the following shall be substituted, namely— 

“(1) The conctssion shall only be allowed on salt used on and from the date of deposit 
of the inspection fee into the Treasury After making this payment the manufacturer shall 
in the first instance ptovide himself with duty paid salt for use in the process m ruioned 
in his application under rule 2, by purchase from a salt works or a firm of salt dealers 
approved by the Collector, and shall at the close of each quarter submit to the Assistant 
Collector an application for a refund of duty on the salt used which should be supported 
by the Salt Removal Permit in Form \, in the case of salt obtained from a salt works 
or the leceipt in Form B, of the firm fiom which salt has been purchased The forms A 
and B are appended to these rules ” 

(n) after sub-rule (4) the following shall be tnseited, namely— 

“(5) No refund of duty shall be allowed unless an application for such refund reachea 
the Assistant Collector within three months of the close of the relevant quarter ’ 

4 After sub rule (2) of rule & the following shall be inserted, namely— 

"(3) Each consignment of salt procured by the manufacturer under this concession shall 
be stored separately in the store room and distinctively marked, and the manufacturer shall 
not use any salt from any such consignment until all the salt previously procured has been 
expended and entered as expended m his accounts ” 

6 lit rule 6— 

(l) to sub rule (2), the following shall be added, namely— 

' provided that when the store keeper is away from the premises of the factory or works, 
he shall leave the key with the Manager of the factory”, and 

(u) after sub rule (2) the following shall be inserted, namely— 

‘‘(3/ The key of the store room shall be available at the premises of the factory or works 
to facilitate inspection of the salt godown by inspecting officers, at any time between the 
hours of sunrise and sunset, failing which the manufacturer shall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding rupees one hundred for each occasion the inspecting officer has to retuin without 
being able to inspect the godown ” 

6 In rule 9, for the words “the forrtT' the word and letter "Form C” shall be 
substituted 

II (1) in the form appended to the said Rules, the word and letter “Form C” ahall be 
inserted above the words “Salt Register” , and 

(n) before the said form, the following forms shall be inserted, namely— 

FORM A 


, Form of Permit 

Mr /Messrs 
«r factory for use i: 
Date 


n respect of salt obtained from private salt works 
(Rule 4) 

concessionaire(s) is/are permitted 
maunds of salt from 
his/their factory at 


to remove 


Inspector 
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FORM B 

Form of Receipt in respect of gait purchased from a firm of approved dealers 
(Rule 4) 

Received from the a™, of R. m payment for 

maunds of full dutv paid salt purchased for use in hie/their factory 

jj al€ Signature of Approved dealer 

R J PRINGLE, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India » 


oovkbnmnt or India 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT (CENTRAL REVENUES) 

Simla the 15tA December 1946 
NOTIFICATION 
Salt 

No 11 — In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (v) of aub section (2) of section 
37 of the Central Excises and Salt Act 1944 (I of 1944), the Central Government is pleased 
to direct that the following further amendments shall be made in the rules issued with 
the Notification No 561 dated the 18th December 1899, under clause (b) of Section 85-A, 
of the Madras Salt Act, 1899 (Madras Act IV of 1899), namely — 

(1) In section B, of the said Rules— 

(a) in rule 7, for 5pm substitute 4 pm , end 

(b) in rule 8, for the figure and words 8am and will continue until 1pm substitute 
7 am, and will continue until noon 

m (II) In rule 3 (VIII) of section C, of the Said Rules, for 6 pm substitute 5 pm 

A A BURNEY, 

Deputy Secretary to the Goiernment of India 

Prof. N. G. Ranga (Guntur cum Nellore Non Muhammadan Rural) Sir, 
will all these papers form part of our proceedings and will therefore be circu'atedl 
to us? 

Mr. President I understand the procedure is that short statements are 
included m the Assembly proceedings, but if the statements are long they are 
placed on the Library Table 


HINDU MARRIAGE DISABILITIES REMOVAL BILL 

Dr. G. V Deshmukb (Bombay City Non Muhammadan Urban) Sir, I 
beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill to remove legal disabilities under Hindu 
Law in respect of marriage between Hindus 
Mr. President. The question is 

That leave be granted to intioduce a Bill to remove legal disabilities under Hindu Law 
in respect of marriage between Hindus 
The motion was adopted 
Dr. G. V. Deshmukh: Sir, I introduce the Bill 


HINDU MARRIED WOMEN S RIGHT TO SEPARATE RESIDENCE AND 
MAINTENANCE BILL 

Dr. G V. Deshmukh (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) Sir, I beg 
t6 move for leave to introduce a Bill to give Hindu married women a right to 
separate residence and maintenance under certain circumstances 
Mr. President: The question is 

That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to give Hindu married women a right Jto 
separate residence and maintenance under certain circumstances ’ 

The motion was adopted 

Dr. G. V. Desh mukh : Sir, I introduce the Bill 



THE SPECIAL MARRIAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Dr. G. V. Defhmukta. (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) *8ir, I 
Ibeg to move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Special Mamage 
Act, 1672, for certain purposes 

Mr. President The question is 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Special Marriage Act, 
Id <2, for certain purposes ' 

The motion was adopted 

Or. G. V. Deshamkh: Sir, I introduce the Bill 

DELHI SIKH GURDWARAS AND RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENTS BILL 

8ardar Manga! Singh (East Punjab Sikh) Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce a Bill to provide for the better administration of the Sikh Gurdwaraa 
m the Delhi Province and their properties wheresoever situate 

Mr. President: The question is 

“That leavu be granted to introduce a Bill to provide for the better administration of the 
■Sikh Gurdwaraa in the Delhi province and their properties wheresoever situate ’ 

The motion was adopted 

Sardar Manga! Singh. Sir, I introduce the Bill 


COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS 

Mr President I hate to announce that under sub order (1) of Standing 
Order 80 of the Legislative Assembly Standing Orders the following Honourable 
Members will form the Committee on Petitions, namely — 

1 Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang 

2 Mr Sri Prakasa 

3 Mr T Chapman-Mortimer 

4 Sardar Mangal Singh 

According to the provision of the same Standing Order the Deputy President 
will be the Chairman of the Committee 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Four of the Clock 

The Assembly re assembled after Lunch at Four of the Clock, Mr Prsident 
(The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) in the Chair 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 

.Failure of the Government of India to instruct its delegate to U N 0 
TO CONVEY TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL STRONG VIEW OF THE ASSEMBLY re 
Anglo-Dutch operations against Indonesia 

Mr President: Before the Honourable Member, Mr Asaf All, begins, I 
might just invite the attention of the House to the limitations of this debate 
As 1 have stated while admitting the motion, the scope of the motion is restrict 
ed to the failure of the Government of India m communicating or not com¬ 
municating the wishes of this House to their representative in London So 
far as the original merits are concerned, there has been a discussion once in 
this House and that discussion will not be permitted, and I hope that the 
Honourable Members will co operate with me in not going into the merits of 
the question Perhaps some remarks may be necessary, but that is only just to 
introduce the subject The scope of the motion is only restricted to the failure 
of the Government of India , . 


( ) 
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Ur M, Asaf All (Delhi General) I am thankful to you, Sir, that you have 
defined the scope of today’s debate and have m a way given me and others also 
necessary guidance m the" matter so that *e may not stray into forbidden fields 
Sir I move 

‘ That the Assembly do now adjourn ” 


Sir, when I gave notice of this motion for adjournment to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Government to 
instruct its delegate to the United Nations Organisation to convey to the security 
Council now in Session in London the strong views of the elected members of 
the Assembly on the subject of Anglo-Dutch operations against the nationalist 
forces in Indonesia, 1 meant to do no more than merely expose the true natuie 
and attitude of the External Affairs Depaitment and the Government of India 
in relation to the elected side of the House We have been invited from time 
to time to consent to participate in international conferences and it is suggested 
to the woild, I suppose, and also to India, that we are really attaining an 
international status Perhaps we may have been induced to consider these 
invitations as genuine if the real spirit of the Government of India was not ex¬ 
pressed in the kind of reply that was given by the External Affairs Secretary 
this morning He, in the first place, tried to evade the issue He tried to put 
in the way of my adjournment motion technical difficulties and finally he got 
up and said “after all it is our duty to decide as we happen to be the Govern¬ 
ment of the day, whether the views expressed m this House should or slim Id 
not be communicated to anybody outside the country It is we who have to 
m judge whether the views and opinions of this House are worth considering at 
all’’—that is what he said in effect On the one hand we are being told, and also 
the world is being told from day to day that India is on the thieshhold of free¬ 
dom, that India is about to attain her full stature, that India is about to take 
charge of her own destiny, and it is only a matter of weeks before the popular 
representatives will be sitting on the other side of the House and they will be 
shaping the destinies of India according to their own wishes If that is true, is 
it or is it not correct that the Government of India should treat the opinion 
and views of this House as if they were binding upon them? After all if they 
are no more than caretakers for the next three or four weeks, or may be two or 
three months, then, as caretakers, it is their duty to Jtake into consideration 
and to give full weight to the opinion of this House and to deal with us in a 
manner as if they were responsible to us We do not find it to be so On the 
contrary we find that in a matter which is of the most vital importance not 
merely to India but, to the whole world, they treat our opinion with scant 
courtesy and dismiss it almost unceremoniously And they have the audacity 
to come and tell us ‘well, we do not think that the opinion of this House, as 
expressed by the elected Members of this House, is worth considering, and 
therefore we have not communicated it to our representative who has gone to 
participate m the UNO Conference in London We are not aware whether 
their delegate to the United Nations Organisation has any voice in the Security 
Council, but in any case even if he had any voice, it is obvious that he is not 
required to voice the feelings and the views of India He is only required to 
voice the feelings and views of his masters If that is so, the only reply we 
oan return is that we cannot possibly agree to any person going to any of these 
international conferences and pretending that he represents India He does 
not represent Tndia, he represents somebody else, somewhere else 

When the United Nations Organisation was started, it had the following 
principles before it Its purposes and principles are defined as follows — 

and'to'thTC*,! 2! .‘I*. 1 !* 1 '.' 1 N " ll r * re 40 m81nt * ln international peace and security, 
iItIi.A take effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of 

Z Md H toTnne ™ pp , r f ton « f of aggression or other breaches of the 

justice and international Ii» ? and ■" conformity with the principles of 

eitnationa which might JJ\o a bwSttfTke p £ e4 * ettle ' n “ t of international dispute* or 
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Further to achieve international co operation in solving international problems of economic, 
social cultural or humanitarian character and in promoting and encouraging respect for human, 
rights and for fundamental freedoms for all —mark the words— funda 

mental freedom for all — (for all without distinction as to race sex language or 

religion) 

Now Sir in so far as these objectives and principles are concerned India 
has expressed herself over and over again both in and outside this House in 
unmistakable terms We do not want any subject country to remain subject 
to any other country anywhere in the world We want to see free nations 
flourish all over the world without any interference by outsiders We do not 
want any foreign governments to come and exploit other countries much less 
do we want strong countries to come and exploit weaker co intries That is 
our view and m so far as Indonesia is concerned we have made it perfectly 
clear that we do not want the Dutch Government to go and establish their 
sovereignty there now when they cannot possibly do it on their own even on 
the basis of brute power They have to be supported by someone else and we 
have made it perfectly cl»»ar that we do not want the British Government to 
support the Dutch in re establishing their sovereignty in Indonesia which had 
all but disappeared before the British began to support them This is a view 
which s based not merely on the fundamental freedom of the nations but it is 
also based on the fundamental issues of the human race namely that we do 
not want any wars to recur m this world and we do not want the causes of war 
to festei in the body politic of humanity It was our v ew that the Indonesian 
trouble should be brought to an end as quickly as possible Th s view ought 
to have been communicated to ther delegate who had gone to the United 
Nations Organisation so that he might have conveyed it to the Security Council 
even if he had no direct voice in the Council and the world should have knovfn 
how India was view n„ this problem It would have lent support to the view 
expressed by some cne who cannot eas ly be brushed aside even bv the United 
Nations namely the representative of Russia And what did he have to sav 
about the situation? He says that the messages received from Hague show 
that we can expect still more extensive military act vities against the 
Indonesians and he says I must submit that such activities are fraught with 
threats tp future peace and security further he says I feel I am unable 
to admit that operations of this kind against popular elements and a nationalist 
movement are limited to action against terrorists and for the maintenance of 
order I must say how strongly I feel myself m agreement with Mr Noel 
Barker the British Minister of State and a U N 0 delegate who says that 
the phrase restoration of orders often has a most sinister connotation ia 
connection with colonial history ’ Again he sums up the situation by saying 

\nd we say that war is being waged against the Indonesian population This la. a 
very dangerous situation It is dangerous to the future It may light a spark which may 
set light to the powder barrel and start a world wide conflagration 

Can anything be more vitally Interesting to us? It is we here who re 
present the country—well to whatever extent we do—who are full> aware of 
the fact that on two different occasions during the last 25 years this country 
has been dragged into devastating wars and their effect is visible in the country 
to ahyone who may pay even a flying visit here Only the other day we were 
discussing the food situation and we know what is going to happen Was 
not this situation in India greatly aggravated by the operations which were 
started here during the last war? Sir if another war is in the offing I can. 
imagine what is likely to happen to the whole world 

Xr. President: The Honourable Member must now finish 

Mr. X Am! All' I am finishing It might go up in smoke Well, if those- 
who want to contend for power want to go up in smoke they are perfectly 
welcome to do so We do not want to be a patty to any such proceedings and! 
, it_is on that basis that I censure this Government for not communicating our 
vipws and feelings to the proper person who might have conveyed them to the- 
Security Council of the United Nations Organisation. 



[12th Ibb 194ft 


■$76 L*(H8LATlVH ASSEMBLY 

Mr President: Motion moved 
"That the Assembly do now adjonrn " 

Sir Hofeaaun&d Ysmin Efaaa (Agra Division Muhammadan Rural) The 
narrow issue before the House is whether it was part of the duty of the Gov- 
■emment of India to convey the feelings and the views of this country to the 
representatives who have gone to take part in the deliberations on behalf of 
India The Honourable the Foreign Secretary said this morning that he did 
■not consider it to be a part of his duty to convey these ideas Now the House 
■wants to impress on the Government that it is their duty and it nust be 
•discharged by the Government of India whenever they find that there is a feel¬ 
ing m the country on any issue The Honourable the Foreign Secretary knows 
fully well that there is a strong feeling in this country on this issue which has 
(been properly ventilated in this House on the last occasion I need not go into 
'the details of what took place and how those ideas have been conveyed to the 
Government I think it was the duty of Government to have conveyed those 
dealings of the country It is not only a matter of mere sentiments and feel¬ 
ings but it vitally concerns the future independence of this country India has 
■got feelings for all the Asiatic countries and the liberation of the Asiatic coun- 
•tries is an issue which should be made known to all the people of the United 
Nations who are taking part m the discussions outside India and they must be 
fully informed that this House, as representative of the people, voices the 
feelings of practically everybody in this country These nations should be so 
treated so that they may achieve their freedom and there should be no action 
taken which may postpone the independence cr hamper the achievement of 
independence of any country 

c It was alleged in this House that it was not the Government of India which 
was taking any part but it was on the orders of the Home Government that 
these actions had been taken 

Our position, Sir, is this If His Majesty’s Government takes any action on 
behalf of India, then they should be fully informed about the feelings of India, 
and not only His Majesty's Government but also the representatives who have 
been de'egated from here to take part in the deliberations of jjie UNO Our 
representatives should support the views as they have been ventilated in this 
House That is the narrow issue and I think my Honourable fnena, the 
Secretary for External Affairs, said that he did not feel 14 his duty to commum 
•cate the views of this House to our representatives By this motion it is our 
intention to impress upon him that it is a part of his duty to do so and that he 
^hall m future discharge 1m duty properly and even now I hope he will convey 
to our representatives,—people who have been deputed as our representatives 
and who call themselves as our representatives—to voice our feelings 

With these words L support the motion 

Sir H a aaa n Suhr&w&rdy (Burdwan and. Presidency Divisions Muhammadan 
Rural) Sir, I also want to add my feeble voice to the motion for adjournment 
so ab'y moved by the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party The issue before 
us, as Asiatics and as Indians, is one of self-respect, which I very much wish 
our Honourable friend on the Treasury Bench will respect Ours are the 
wishes of the Indian people, the elected representatives of the Indian people, 
elected representatives who are sitting on the Congress Benches and on the 
Benches of the Muslim League How often have we not heard that if India 
unites, if the Muslim representatives and the Congress Hindu representatives 
united, we are going to get every thing Well, the action of the Government 
of India as expressed by the Honourable Secretary for External Affairs has 
absolute’y shaken the foundation of this oft-repeated slogan of Whitehall and 
Delhi—“Unite and you will get what you want ” We cannot even get common 
justice, we cannot even get ordinary decent treatment and the united wishes 
of,this country are not forwarded to our own representatives sitting at the 
UNO —our representatives who have gone there on the money of the Indian 
rate-payers, whom we represent,, here If that is the position, our poaitipn 
must be very very poor indeed 
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Then, as the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party pointed out,, we have 
been told that we are on the threshhold of self-government The ott repeated 
promises of the British have given rise in us to a spirit of self-respect and to 
rise to full human stature which we wish that those gentlemen who sit on the 
Treasury Benches will respect We do not ask for very much ruoie The 
united voice of India wanted that m the struggle for freedom of the Asiatic 
nations against exploitation and domination the British and Dutch Imperia'isms 
should not unite to crush it «Are these the values for which India shed her 
blood, sent her manhood abroad and spent her money? The war was over 
only a few months ago and we are told that our united voice is not worth 
consideration and that our representatives sitting today in London are not 
going to be told what we want them to say May I ask, are our represen¬ 
tatives at the UNO dumb-driven cattle of the British i If that is so, say 
so we will then know where we stand then 

Sir, I do not wish to take the time of the House, as there may be many 
other speakers who would wish to express their feelings I only wanted to 
let the gentlemen who sit on the Treasury Benches to realise that when India 
wishes a thing, whether it is the wish on behalf of the Muslims or of the 
Hindus, it should be respected and if it is the united voice of India, 1 ask 
them to stand true to their word that the united voice of India shall be 
respected 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Division Non-Muhammadan 
Bural) Mr President Being a back-bencher I would naturally hesitate to 
take part m a mattei which would raise controversial issues but since the 
issue before the House today is a very simple one I venture to tread upon the 
ground 

Sir, I can understand my Honourable friend, the Government spokesman, 
objecting to the admissibility of the motion After all I can understand that 
he is avoiding discussion on a subject, in which the Government bad no case 
But after, m your wisdom, you decided to admit the motion, I thought that 
as a sportsman my friend over there at 4 p.m. would come and say that the 
Government made an honest mistake and that they were going to rectify it 
But, Sir, I was disappointed since that sportsmanlike attitude was not 
exhibited 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has not spoken yet 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: There would have been no occasion for any¬ 
body to speak if he had stood up like a brave man and said that it was an 
inadvertent mistake, in which case there would have been no occasion for the 
debate and somehow or other the discussion would have taken a different 
turn 4 ’ 

Sir, the question, as has been said by the previous speakers, is a straight 
one It is a question of propriety on the part of the Government We have 
been told for many years that democracy functions by discussion A demo¬ 
cratic government is a government by discussion If that is so, then it is 
expected that democratic discussions will receive the respect that is due to it 
Though it is not expected that the Government and the Opposition wil' agree 
on every matter, it is certainly expected that when the House gives its 
verdict upon a particular matter, that verdict will go out to the world as a 
matter decided upon m the wisdom of the House on the basis of considered 
discussion 

Sir, Parliaments m our country are rather peculiar The provinces are con¬ 
nected with the Centre the Centre of this country is connected with the 
British Parliament and the British Parliament is also connected with what 
we are seeing, under the restriction of the UNO If that is the chain, and 
if that 1b the link, is it too much for us to expect that whatever is discussed 
in a representative Assembly, as far as it is representative, should go out to 
the world with a 1 ! its implications 

Sir, what is the position of our delegate there? Is he there to voice the 
opinions of the Mg men of the United Kingdom or is he there to bear the 



878 legislative assembly [12th Ieb 1940 

[Mr fciasanka Sekhar Sanyal] 

burden of the opinions which are voiced m this country? If the discussions Of 
the elected representatives of the people of this country are treated with such 
scant respect, I submit. Sir, it is no use flaunting the words that popular 
government is going to be inaugurated in this country The other day the 
leader of the European Group spoke in terms to suggest anticipation The 
War Secretary yesterday also spoke in terms of anticipation Sir, if they 
oould anticipate even the semblence or a fractioif of popular government, what 
would be the position? The position would be that the voice of this House 
would be heard not only outside this House in this country but a’so beyond 
this country, because the position is clear that the fate of this country is 
more allied to the Asiatic nations and the Asiatic people than with Europeans 
Who for the time being are holding the key position, and these European 
fnends know it too well Therefore they do all that lies in their power to 
keep the world outside as much m the dark as possible regarding the feelings 
and decisions of this House We not on’y feel for our Asiatic sister countries 
we have pledged our faith to them and the British power knows that the 
alliance with Russia is more or less an uncertain factor They are not yet 
certain as to the direction m which the Russian power will travel m the near 
future Therefore it is a planned policy on their part to keep us as much 
away from Russian contact and contact with sister Asiatic countries as pos¬ 
sible, and I submit this sort of test-tube democracy will not do After all, 
we are not going to be a party to being mere dol's in a house in which we 
have neither power nor the position in the outside world What would be the 
t'position if this government was even partly responsible? The verdict on the 
Indonesian question would have led to the resignation of the Treasury 
Benches But even if the Treasury Benches which are under the terms of the 
constitution irremovable, even if we oannot remove them, at least we can 
expect that they would treat us as gentlemen and as decent persons and as 
representatives of the people and they will at least give us the credit that we 
want, when we discuss anything, that our discussion and decision shou’d be 
heard outside 

May 1 put a question to the Treasury Benches? If the decision of the 
House was otherwise than it has been, supposing thp adjournment motion 
had failed on that occasion, I am sure my fnends on the Tieasury Benches, 
instead of flashing out the theory that they have no obligation to send out 
the message of this country to the UNO Council, they would have chartered 
a special plan and by messenger they would have sent the proceedings of 
this House to the UNO But since the decision has been against them, 
they come and say that it is no part of their obligation It is part of* their 
obligation, and I submit that this sort of treatment meted out to the represen¬ 
tatives of the people leads to irritation and to violent feeling, and if represen¬ 
tatives of the people are made to feel helpless in their discussions and ip their 
decisions, the government has to thank itself if the psychological irritation 
comes out into violence- whioh has its repercussion outside 

After all, government has got the ultimate responsibility of behaving like 
gentlemen, so that others also will behave like gent'emen on the larger issues 
Therefore the question is very supple We want our opinions to be known to 
our sister Asiatic nations we want it to be known that we are of them and 
lye are with there and I want it to be known that whatever has been done 
by,this irresponsible Government has been done against our knowledge and 
consent 

Therefore I submit that I support the motion of my deputy leader as a 
censure and I,-also support Sir Mohd Yamm Khan when he said-,that this 
should be -taken, r &s a- guidanoe-ifor the future, and I would-, go a little further, 
that they afeould not on’y consider steps for sending out ,the proceedings of 
they,<,d»ould. also send out the .proceedings of the 
defestea «u the Jadoqosian --question of the- first day,, and the * Government 
ought to offer apologies to the House for having delayed it -'Sir, I support 
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Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee (Nominated 2^>n-0fficial) Mr President, if 
I intervene m this debate it is because I want to make my own position clear* 
The Mover of the Resolution started by saying, and repeated it several times, 
that the Government ought to let our representatives know the opinion of the 
elected members of this House Two gallant knights fol'owed him and they 
also sajd the same thing—namely, that it is for Government to inform other 
Governments or our representatives of the opinions of the elected members of 
this House I feel that that is a most invidious distinction Is it my 
fault that I happen to be a nommated member or is it the fault of my 
friend the Honourable Mr Frank Anthony that he is a nominated member, or 
that of Sir Cowasji Jehangir who is a nommated member of this House? We 
have no other door of entry and therefore at all times and every time to throw 
this up to us that we are m a different category or that we are opposed to 
the sentiments of our friends and countrymen who sit on the other side, 
merely because we happen to have accepted nomination, is, in my opinion, 
most unfair I am sure my friend over there and al* my other friends who 
stand for equal rights for everybody (interruptions) do not wish and would not 
like to dub any portion of this House as Hanjans Attempts are made conti¬ 
nually to throw up to us this fact (Interruptions) Let me proceed I also 
wish to say this, that when I accepted the nomination to this House and on 
previous occasions when a nomination was offered to me, I must say to the 
credit of Government 

Mr. M. Asal All. On a point of order are we discussing nominations? We 
are discussing quite another problem 

Mr. President 1 The point is not altogether irrelevant the motion speaks of 
elected members 

Lt -Ool Dr. J 0. Ohatterjee, I merely want to point this out that at no 
time was I or any other nominated Member required to give an assurance to 
Government that ve shall vote on any question in any particu'ar way or that 
we should vote against our consciences So far as I am concerned, I say 
this, that I am prepared to vote with Government when I find that they are 
in the right and I shall vote with the opposition 

An Honourable Member. On a point of information 

Mr. President. Let the Honourable Member proceed 

Lt.-Gol Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee: I do not give way I will vote with the 
Opposition oil any question where my conscience dictates that they are right 
Today, my friend has moved a motion with which I am in complete agree¬ 
ment and I am prepared to vote with him, and my reason briefly is this 

An Honourable Member. Protesting too much' 

Lt -Ool. Dr. J. 0 Ohatterjee There is no need to protest 1 at all The 
point is that this question now has been narrowed down by yourse’f, Sir, and 
very rightly narrowed down, to one single issue, namely, the failure of Gov¬ 
ernment correctly or incorrectly to convey the wishes of this House I say 
of this House, not only of the elected portion of this House I have as much 
right to convey my opinion, as my friends opposite, to our representative who 
has been sent in the name of India and who has gone at the expense of our 
taxpayers to represent the opinions of India at this world conference Now, 
Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar himself has again’ and again claimed there and in 
other places that though he may be a Member of the Government of India, 
he is as much a citizen of India and he claims always that he represents the 
tme views of India on these questions I have no quarre’ with him I have 
not the time nor material ready, to question his statement or to say whether 
he does or does not convey the wishes of India before these representative 
conferences But what I wish to point out is this how is he to voice' the 
feeling of this country or of this House before this assembly if he Is not kept 
informed of the wishes of this House? As you have 'said 1 . Sir/ that is the”issuer 
before the House today My feeling is that just as th‘6 representatives 1 ' of other 
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nations are kept fully informed and instructed by their Government of what 
the people of that country think and of what the Government of that country 
thinks, it is right and proper that our representatives at this gathering should 
be continually kept informed ot what their country desires I do not think 
anybody, even the British Government, would claim or maintain that members 
representing the various Dominions and self-governing portions of this Com¬ 
monwealth should take their cue entire'y from the British Government I do 
not think that claim has ever been made or will be made On the other 
hand, it has always been said that they come from countries where there is 
public opinion, wlieie there is self government and that they are all the time 
voicing the opinions of then country I hope that this will be the position 
of our representatives at any International gathering within a very short time 
And as a preliminary and as a preparation to the measure of that stature, I 
ask that whoevci is sent in the name of India to any representative Assembly 
shou’d be kept completely and constantly in touch with public opinion in his 
country Theiefore, I join issue with my Honourable friend on that point, 
but I would like him to realise that we do not vote as nominated members 
but that we vote according to our conscience 

Mr H Weightman (Secretary, External Affairs Depaitment) Sir, m the 
first place I was accused of trving to sabotage the motion right from the start 
by an objection on the point of admissibility 1 considered it my busmess and 
my duty to bring to your Dotice that this motion might not be admissible with¬ 
out consent under the teims of the rules You, Su, decided that it was ad¬ 
missible and here we are this afternoon, and I take it amiss that this accusa 
► tion is made against me Secondly, I seem to have aroused a good deal hard 
feeling by pointing to the fact—which is a fact, that when auy Government 
sends a representative or a Delegation of representatives befoie an International 
Conference, that Government after full consideration of all facts brought to 
its knowledge and all information available to it and after consideration also of 
any v,ews that had been expressed, piovided it is considered that those viewa 
are well founded, will instruct its delegate to communicate its own (that is, 
the Government's) considered view to that International body And that, I 
think, is a position which some of the Members here may he very glad t*> 
maintain in a few months’ time as I have tried to maintain it now 

Apart, however, from those considerations, I would suggest that the dio- 
cussion this afternoon has been in an entirely wrong context I am accused 
of not making our representative to the United Nations Organisation aware of a> 
feelmg of sympathy shared by everyone in this House towards the aspirations 
of the Indonesians There is no question before the United Nations Organisa¬ 
tion of the aspuat’ous of Indonesia or of the possibility of its liberation and the 
formation of a national government Nothing of the sort What is before the 
Security Council at the moment is a suggestion by the Ukrainian delegate 
backed by the Russian delegate that the presence of British troops m Indonesia 
represents a menace to world peace Now, Sir, had there been any question 
before the United Nations Organisation of the future form of Government m 
Indonesia it would have been a very different matter for the Government of 
India, as at present constituted, is not without sympathy towards such aspi¬ 
rations I agree that it would have been perfectly proper, had there been such 
a discussion in progress to which our delegates at the United Nations Organi¬ 
sation could properly contribute, to communicate the sentiments of all con¬ 
cerned, of the whole of thiB House and of the whole of the country But that 
is not the position^ Instead we have this fantastic allegation—I cannot call 
it anything else—that the presence of British troops in Indonesia represents 
ft world threat, a threat to world peace What did Mr Bevm say? He said 

"I have domed all along that there is a threat to peace as a consequence of the circums¬ 
tances now in Indonesia If there was that war that Mr Vyshinsky has been talking about 
to ua, would it be conceivable that leaders of the nationalist movement would be negotiat¬ 
ing with u»’" 
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Every Member of the House must be aware that the Dutch Government 
haa made certain offers m the last two or three days to Dr Shanar and his 
confreres I see that from to day’s Press, that although there was no imme¬ 
diate comment by Dr Shanar, the Indonesian Premier, other Indonesian 
leaders approve the spirit of the Dutch policy There are, I think, other points 
m the news that one might mention 

“Tho Dutch, recognising the right of self determination for the citizens of Indonesia, have 
put forward proposals which embody a clear and woikabl© way towards democratic liberty " 

Now, Sir, will the House bear in mind the facts of the position as they 
exist? Why did the troops go to Indonesia, and were they so very unwelcome 
to Dr Shanar and those who are working with him? Honourable Members of 
this Hous'e read the news and they know that the troops were ndt unwelcome 
there In such circumstances how could Government instruct its delegate to 
go before the Secutity Council, if he could in fact go before the Secunty Council, 
to support, as he would have had to support, this Ukrainian and Russian motion 
that the presence of troops in Indonesia, troops supphed by the British Empire, 
is likely to cause a world conflagiation 

1 do not see how Government could possibly have been justified in doing so- 
and I do not think anybody in this House would really thmk, they were 

Prof. N G. Range (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Rural) Is that 
so? 

Mr H. Welghtman: If I may refer back just for a moment to the Adjourn¬ 
ment Motion which was discussed here on 21st January on Indonesia, Mr, 
Jinn ah remarked 

“I want to understand clearly whether it haa e\er been made clear to Dr Soekarno or 
the Prime Minister of the Republic that the Dutch Government or the British Government 
are willing to negotiate and come to a settlement with them on the baaiB of their independence 
being recognised ” 

That ib exactly what has now happened 

Now, Sir, I come to what is a more or less formal point in relation to 
Article 31 of the Charter ot the United Nations This reads— 

“Any Member of the United Nations, who is not a Member of the Security Council ” 

—India is not a member of the Security Council— 

—“may participate without vote in the discussion of an question biought before the 
Security Council, whenever the latter—that is the Council—considers the inteiest of that 
member are specially affected " 

Not that they are specially interested, but that their interests are specially 
affected In other words, we should have had to instruct our delegate to make 
some application to the Security Council for leave to say that the presence of 
British and Indian troops in Indonesia is particularly dangerous from the pom* 
of view of India, that we think that there is a very great danger, if they stay 
there, of an immediate conflagration that may spread to India Is that a sensible 
course to take? Of course, not That was why we did not instruct our dele¬ 
gates to make any mention or attempt to secure facility to make any mention,, 
of the debate that was held m this House on 21st January 

I should like to lepeat before concluding that the House must realise the 
circumstances m which this discussion is going on in the Secunty Council I* 
is not in the least a matter of expressing sympathy with the Indonesians or of 
saying, as the Government themselves would have' been perfectly ready to say, 
that we should like to see a good and reasonable settlement which will pave the 
way for comp’ete liberation of Indonesia That was not the issue at all and 
we could not have instructed our delegate to speak in such term*, in the present 
state of affairs All we could have said was that the delegate should find an 
opportunity of saying to the Secunty Council that we support the Russian 
view, that we think there is real danger at this moment We did not think so- 
and that is why we did not instruct our delegates 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy (Dacca Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) Sir, my 
Honourable fnend has sought to draw a distinction between the issue that has- 
been raised before the Security Council over the Indonesian question, and tb» 
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issue that was sought by us to be raised in the Adjournment Motion that wa* 
passed by this House on 21st January last If my Honourable friend were to 
pause and analyse the underlying purport and object of our Adjournment 
Motion, as also the Ukrainian Motion before the becurity Council, he would 
find that substantially the two issues are the same Sir, the issue that is now 
before the Security Council is substantially to 1 the withdrawal of British troops 
from Indonesia But it on whatever ground you likb, it is the withdrawal of 
the British troops which term uicludes, Indian troops, that really matters We 
on our part sought in the Adjournment Motion to reprimand the Government 
tor their failure to refuse to co operate with the British Government m their 
violent operations in Indonesia and lndo-Chma, even after the war with Japan, 
was .over That substantially is a demand lor the withdrawal ot Indian troops 
from Indonesia, and therefore there is absolutely no distinction between the 
substance of the two issues Now, Sir, there was a much more important 
issue which my Honourable friend has perhaps unconsciously raised in his 
speech, and that is of a constitutional character My Honourable friend, m 
the first instance, wanted to be thanked for having upheld the interest of the 
future National Government in seeking to prevent a discussion of this character 
Doeb my Honourable friend realise that such a situation could never possibly 
arise, if we had a National Government installed here, a National Government 
supported by a majority of the people s 1epre sentatives But then, my Honour¬ 
able friend went further to assert the right of any Government, whether national 
or not, to deteimine after considering the various views that may be expressed 
m the legislature and bv the public outside it, as to whether to instruct any 
• delegation that may be speaking m the name of the nation on the lines on which 
public opinion may express itself My Honourable friend laid great stress on 
the authority of the Government of the day to decide whether oi not to accept 
the opinion expressed by the legislature on an occasion like this If I have 
understood enough of the British constitution in its operation in India, it is this, 
that the Government must be responsible to some legislature, the Government m 
the Provinces or at the Centre must either be responsible to the Central legislature 
or Provincial legislature as the ease may be, or in the alternative, the Government 
must be responsible to Parliament That is the coiner stone of the British 
constitution in its application to India at the present moment Take the case 
of the now too familiar instances of the administration of provinces being con¬ 
ducted under section 93 of the Constitution Act In such cases, the normal 
constitution being suspended, the Governor assumes all the administrative 
authority and responsibility, and he is, m his turn, responsible to the Governor 
General, the Governor General acting in his discietion But it is clearly laid 
down that in so far as the Governor mav be responsible to the Governor General 
the Governor General m hip turn is responsible to British Parliament Take 
again, the case of a ver\ well known instance in which the British Parliament 
and the Secretary of State, as an instrument of British Parliament, have waived 
their responsibility in the administration of the Central Government I am 
thinking of the so called fiscal convention It has been laid down that if the 
Government of India, as now constituted, acts m agreement with the legis¬ 
lature in any fiscal matter, the Secretary of State and necessarily the British 
Parliament will not interfere in anv such case Therefore, it is quite clear thart 
in so far as the Government of India mav be made independent of the control 
of the Secretary of State and of British Parliament, the Government of India 
must agree to be controlled by the central legislature, as a matter of conventioti 
Take again the very recent instance of Bretton Woods agreement It was 
made quite clear on behalf of the Government that although the Government 
felt it necessary to enter into that agreement, they would abide by the decision 
of this House That declaration was real’v m consonance with the constitutional 
position Time and again, India is getting represented on international bodies 
ofVanous characters The theory is I do not know what the practice is, the 
theory is that the Government of India is free to choose- then" representative 
lit? Iridia to participate id suCh international conferences The second 
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theory is that the Government of India is free to instruct the delegation that 
may represent India on such international bodies 

lb is the claim of Government that they do not get any instructions from the 
Secretary of State in regard to the selection of delegates, or m regard 
to the conduct of such delegates as may be selected by the Govern¬ 
ment of India for representing India on any one of these international bodies 
I take it, Sir, that that is also the position of Government with reference to 
the United Nations Organisation and the Security Council I take it that it 
will be clanmed by Government that they had an absolutely free hand in the 
selection of India’s delegation to the United Nations Organisation, and that the 
Government of India have a free hand m the matter of giving any instruction^ 
that they choose to the delegation that- speaks m the name of India today 
Now, Sir, what it the position of the Government of India, if that assumption 
is made? Is it claimed by the Government of India that in so far as they aie 
concerned with all these international bodies, they are not responsible to Parlia¬ 
ment, and they are at the same time not responsible to the Indian legislature? 
I should like to know from the Pundits on constitutional law sittmg on those 
Benches whether this is the claim that they want to put forward bir, 1 hive 
my proper share of respect for the Honourable Members who occupy those 
Benches, but is it to be claimed by them that the Government of India m this 
context, namely, when we are considering the question of Lidia’s representa¬ 
tion on international bodies, is a corporation of twelve autocrats who are res¬ 
ponsible only to themselves? That is the issue on which I want a direct 
answer I again repeat,—do they maintain that they are responsible to parlia¬ 
ment through the Secretary of State in the selection of India’s delegates to the 
international bodies and in giving instructions to the delegates m such matters, 
or do they maintain that they are absolutely independent of any control of any 
legislature, either m India or in England? Sir, I had occasion to read a debatt 
that took place about a year ago in the other House regarding the selection of 
Indian delegates to the San Francisco Conference, and I will just quote one 
sentence from a speech delivered by an Honourable Member who is an Execu¬ 
tive Councillor, obviously with the fullest authority of the Government of India 
This is what he said 

“The Executive Councillors* decisions are supreme ’’ 

He wanted to make* out that there is no interference from outside This is 
a position which is constitutionally untenable unless you accept the position of 
being responsible to the Indian legislature 

It ib a conbtitutioual issue of great importance, and I should like the Law 
Member, or any one else to deal with it on behalf of Government 

Six Oowaajee Jahangir (Nominated Non-Official) Sir, I had not the slightest 
intention of taking part m this debate, but some interesting speeches have been 
made on the constitutional issue I should have thought that you and most 
Members of the House were aware of the most illogical position in which this 
House works We have been made aware of that for years past, but this debate 
has brought pointedly to our attention this most illogical position Here is a 
Government trying to function m a House where the Opposition is m a large 
majority I ask you, Sir, just to try and give me one instance in any part of 
the world where the Government ftinotions on a democratic basis while the 
opposition is in the majority But that happens to be the case m this House, 
and it is the old Act of 1919 under which we are working, and naturally these 
illogieal positions arise Now, what is the position that has arisen in this parti¬ 
cular case? It is a well-known fact that Indians on the whole in this country 
—I do not wish to divide them mto religious sections, but of all religious 
seotions—are of opinion that Indian troops,should no longer be used in that part 
of the,world which,we are discussing,and that they should be withdrawn They 
rightly or wrongly feel that -these Indian soldier* ore being employed to suppress 
—I will not aay oppress—the rightful claims of the Indonesians for sMf-govem- 
riwnt,, They may not,be right/mind, you, but.that is,the feeling in the country 
way, and that was the feeling voiced m this House from all sections of -the 
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opposition It was biougnt before the House quite lately Government are 
now blamed ior not conveying that opinion oi those sentiments held by the 
people oi this country to then delegate who is now representing them on the 
United .Nations Uigamsation Hut Government are not oi that opinion, they 
have explained their own position That position is, putting it into very few 
words, that it was a pure accident that Indian troops had to go to Indonesia 
Jt was a result of the war, they are there for paiticular purposes, one of them 
bemg to capture all the Japanese they could lay hands on They are there to 
fulhl that purpose, they will be kept there till their object has been attained 
•and then they will return to India That is the Government case Now m 
no parliament in the world can the opposition expect that the government will 
voice their views before an international organisation If the Conservative Party 
just now in the House of Commons were to demand of the Labour Party that 
their views on a particular subject should be voiced by their Foreign Secretary 
Mr Bevin before the United Nations Organisation what sort of reply would 
they get? They will be told to mind their own business But they are there 
in a minority, while you are here in a majority But the constitutional position 
is that Government, although m a minority in this House, are the Government 
jn this country today, and that has been the complaint of India for the last eo 
many number of years What is the u=e of talking of that complaint today? 
Let us hope and pray that that complaint will be no longer voiced in six months’ 
time That is the only hope and prayer that we can offer It is no use asking 
•Government to express our views when they are not bound to do so bv law and 
-under the constitution Mr Neogy talked of their responsibility to this House, 

• they are no more responsible to this House than they are to the Russian Govern 
ment 

Mr K 0 Neogy To whom are they responsible? That is my query 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir Thty are lesponsible us a Government under the 
.present constitution to the Secretary of State who is responsible to Parliament 
That id the legal position and on more occasions than one have I pointed out to 
the Treasury Benches the real facts, namely, that my Honourable friends are 
the agents of the Secretary of State for India in India 

Dr G. V. Deshmukh (Bombay City Non Muhammadan Urban) You are 
supporting them or letting them down? 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir I am speaking the truth I am not accustomed to 
support people against my conscience like some other Members of this House 

Dr. G V. Deshmukh: They are your own friends 

Mr. President Order, order I would like the Honourable Member to with 
•draw these words 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir Which words? 

Mr. President: “Like othtr Members of this House “ 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir: Sir, I withdraw these words 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh: If he made this remark against me, it does not apply 
-to me, he need not withdraw the words 

Mr President' Order, order The Honourable Member ueed not wear the 

cap 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir Now, Sir, that fact has been pointed out over and over 
again and for the last number of years all sections of public opinion m India 
and the British Government are trying and considering how this illogical position 
can be overcome Instead of pointing to this illogical position which does exist, 
let us hope and pray that wisdom will dawn on us and that we shall stop for 
all timeB this illogical position, and we will see my Honourable friends aU over 
-the Opposition, including perhaps some nominated Members, taking their place 
on the Treasury Benches when such an illogical position will become impossible 
as Mr Neogy has described, and they will then have the majority in this House 
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behind them and then they will be in a portion to instruct their delegates to 
express their opinion which must be the opinion held by the majority in this 
House 

Kawabsatia Llaqaat 111 Chan (Meerut Division. Muhammadan Eural) Mr 
President, it is but natural that the peoples of India who are struggling for their 
own freedom should feel so deeply for the freedom of other subject nations 
Sir, we believe that as long as the exploitation of Eastern nations is carried on 
by the west, there wdl neither be peace nor prosperity in the world The two 
bloody wars which have been fought, more bloody than many people might 
think, during the last thirty years, have been due to this fact It has been the 
greed of the Western nations which haB been responsible for this tumble tragedy 
that has taken place in this world The people of the West have been paying 
for their sins, but unfortunately the poor people of the East also have to pay 
heavily with them 

The Honourable Secretary has laid down certain propositions—I do not know 
whether he was really serious or whether he was trying to argue a very week 
case If he had been a lawyer, I would have said his arguments were like those 
of a third-class lawyer He said that no Government m the world takeB into 
consideration the decision of a legislature before they communicate their views 
to their delegates at any International conference Sir, I do not know, but I 
flunk my Honourable friend has got the experience of only this Government 
Tf he had said that this Government never takes into consideration the views 
of either the legislature or the peoples of this countrv, he would have been 
niarer the mark If the Governments in other countries that are responsible to 
the people did not act in accordance with the wishes of the elected representa¬ 
tives of that particular country, they would be kicked out within five minutes 
(Interruption) I think my Honourable friend, the Leader of the House, said 
something which I did not quite catch If he would be good enough to say it 
loudly, I shall be prepared to sit down and give him an opportunity to do so 

Sir, the proposition is indeed a very simple one it is the expression of dis¬ 
satisfaction of this House over the attitude of the Government with regard to a 
certain motion of adjournment that was passed the other day in this House 
We on this side of the House felt, and still feel, that it was the duty of the 
Government to have conveyed to then: delegate at the United Nations Organisa¬ 
tion what the peoples of India felt about the Indonesian question The Hon¬ 
ourable Secretary does not seem to think so He said that the question of 
Indonesian freedom or independence is not before the United Nations Organisa¬ 
tion It may not be directly in so many words, but when that motion, to which 
my Honourable friend has referred, is being discussed by the Security Council, 
the effect of that motion is nothing else but the freedom of Indonesia, because 
I have no doubt that if the British withdraw their troops from Indonesia, the 
Indonesians would wipe out the Dutch in five minutes Therefore, Mr Presi¬ 
dent, the two are very intimately inter-connected, and for him to say that the 
Security Council is not considering this matter and therefore it was not necessary 
for the Government of India to convey any instructions, is not right He has 
not told us whether the Government of India have conveyed any mstructions 
to their delegate at all in this connection I want to ask them a very straight 
question, because I think that the Leader of the House is probably gomg to 
take part in this debate From the copious notes that he has been taking down 
I am inehned to think that he is Would he be good enough to tell the Hon¬ 
ourable Members of this House if the Government of India have issued any 
instructions, any directions, aify mandate, to their representative at the United 
Nations Organisation with regard to the Indonesian question? Have they no 
opinion on this subject’ This is a very direct question and I hope the Honour¬ 
able Member will be good enough to enlighten the Members of this House on 
that Sir Cowasjee Jehangir pointed out what he described as the illogical 
position of the Government of India in relation to this House It is true that 
the Government is not responsible to the House, hut surely I ask 1dm and. the 
Government of India, is it too much to expect them to he At lone*- responsive 
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to this House? Can t they at least be responsive it under the law they aie not 
responsible * Sir, to say that this Government is incapable of doing anything till 
the Act of 1919 and that of 1935 are changed is I think too much to swallow, It 
the Government of India had the will to follow what was the opinion of the 
peoples in this country they could do so in spite of the limitations which there 
may be m the present Act As a. matter of fact there are no limitations At 
least a responsible Government has got to carry out only that which a legislature 
may prescribe fo» it Here this Government can do much more than what 
even a responsible Government can do with regard to the welfare of the peoples 
of a particular country Sir I am afraid that the speech of the Honourable 
the Secretary has not been a very convmcing one I still fail to see why the 
Government of India could not have conveyed to their delegate at this confer 
ence the feelings the sentiments and the opinions of not only the Honourable 
Members in this House but of the peoples of India as a whole My Jrioiiourame 
friend has said that this matter is not before the Council Well any mattei 
may come up before the Council tomorrow Have you got any opinion on this 
subject or have you not? Have you been able to form any opmion with regard 
to this Indonesian question or is your mind a complete blank as it is on n ost 
of the subjects? Sir the motion which has been moved by my Honourable 
friend the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party is one to which I do not think 
that any Member of this House could take the least objection It is to censure 
the Government m the hope—not that our censure- would make any difference 
to them because they are not only well clothed but they are too thick skinned— 
but it is only in the hope that in the future you may m your own interest take 
into consideration the united will of the peoples of this counrty and not treat 
' with contempt whatever is said by this side of the House You have been shout 
ing from the house tops that India is to gain freedom within a very short time 
Well if you really feel that way then you should become more responsive to 
p ibhc opinion We know that you are irresponsible But that is no reason 
for you to be irresponsive Therefore I would suggest to the Government of 
Tndia if they are capable of receiving any senaible suggestion or good advice—I 
would advise them even now to convey to their delegate at the United Nations 
Organisation the united will of the peoples of India that whatever steps may be 
necessary in whatever manner our delegate can help at this United Nations 
Organisation he should assist and help Indonesians to achieve their freedom I 
think Sir there are so many other ways also in which a representative of a 
Government can assist a particular cause provided the Government of that 
country were reallv anxious to see that that cause was advanced He may not 
be a member of the Security Council Even if the question of Indonesia s 
freedom does not come up categorically before the Council m so many words he 
can use his influence his offices to advance the cause of the freedom of Indo 
nesia Therefore Sir I would request the Government of India to make up 
their minds once for all on this question They must do whatever lies in their 
power to see that the millions of Indonesians are freed from the subjection 
the exploitation and domination of the Dutch We know that they might have a 
soft corner for their co exploiters But a time comes when exploitation of 
weaker nations instead of being a source of strength to any particular nation 
become a disaster to that nation I feel Mr President that today the time 
has arrived when all the western nations should realize that they should give up 
exploiting the weaker and eastern nations If they do not then nemesis would 
rvertake them t 

Shr! Satya Narayan Sinlia (Darbhanga hum Saran Non Muhammadan") The 
question be now put 

Mr President The question is 

The Honourable air Edward Beothall (Leader of thq House) I am sorry *1 
thought he Was going to speak 3 

Bhri Satya Narayan Slnha- The Leader of the House "may speak 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: 1 feel I must deal with a few of the 
points which have been raised by Honourable Members and I would first of all 
.deal again with the accusation that Government tried to evade this debate 
Well, Sir, adjournment motions are in the form of a censure of Government 
If they were not, it would be easier for Government to accept‘the debate 
But they are always in the form of a censure, the House almost invariably does 
itg best to bring censure upon Government, and Government therefore must be 
excused for endeavouring to avoid occasions of this s6rt when having adjourn¬ 
ment motions moved against them But we have not burked opportunities to 
•discuss important matters and have given days for such questions of importance 
as Bretton Woods and the activities of the Planning and Development Depart¬ 
ment i 

The second pomt I would like to make is a point which struck me very 
forcibly The first thiee speakers—the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party, 
the Deputv President and my Honourable friend 8ir Hassan Sphrawardy—all 
got up and demanded that the views of the elected Members of this House 
should be sent to what they described as “our representative” in London 

Mr. M. Asaf All. I did not 

Shri It. Venkataaubba Beddiar (South Arcot cum Chingleput Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) How do you describe him? 

Mr. President • Order, order ' 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. T regard that as heartening because 
hitherto in the past I have time and again sat here and listened to debates in 
which my Honourable friends opposite have lepudiated Members of Govern¬ 
ment who have gone to international conferences It is most encouraging t(* 
hear an Honourable colleague openly recognise a representative of this Govern¬ 
ment as that of this country It is greatly appreciated as a tribute to my 
Honourable friend and I am sure that in leality this House does appreciate the 
magnificent work which he has done for this country, which is a credit both to 
India and if I may say so, also to this Government 

Mr. M. Asaf All: I never used the expression ‘‘our representative” 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Reverting to the subject matter of 
the debate, I would npt like my friends opposite to feel that this Government 
does not pay attention to what is said in the course of debate whether on 
adjournment motions or otherwise 

We have taken a most careful note of every thing which has been said on 
the Indonesian debate and copies of the debate have been sent to London, to 
the India Office and I may add that even if the debate had gone the other way, 
if the motion had been in our favour, copies would yet have been sent and I 
also undertake that copies of this debate too will be sent to London What¬ 
ever Honourable Members opposite may say, the responsibility for handlmg of 
foreign affairs rests always with the Executive My Honourable friend, Sir 
Cowasjee Jehangir, has explained the special conditions under which this Gov¬ 
ernment works, which may at times seem to be illogical The fact, however, 
remains that the handlmg of these foreign affairs must be the job of the Execu¬ 
tive Government 

Sir, my Honourable friend, the deputy leader of the Muslim League Party, 
asked me whether any instructions had been sent to our delegate on the 
U N 0 to intervene in this matter The previous speaker for Government 
has made it clear that our delegate there had no locus standi in this matter 
and I can give him a straight answer that no instructions have been sent for 
the reason which I will repeat, that on the Security Council, before which the 
matter comes, we in India have no locus standi Under Article 81 any member 
of the United Nations, who is not a member of the Security Council may only 
participate m the disousaion o t any question brought before the Security Council 
whenever the latter considers the interest of the member are specially affected 
The Council has not taken that view It is difficult to claim that our interests 
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are specially affected, however deeply we may feel on the matter This is an 
international agreement to which we must adhere 

Then, Sir, in conclusion, my Honourable friend asked me . , 

Mr. It. iMf Hi. It is surprising that the interests of Ukraine have been 
affected but not those of India! 

The Honourable Sir Zdward Benthall: i do not know what the technical 
position is but if they had not the power to bring it before the Council, they 
would not by the rules be permitted to do so Ukraine happens I am told to 
be a member of the Security Council and therefore can bring the matter 

Fiol. K. O. Bangs: Not Ukraine, only Bussia is a member There are only 
5 members on the Security Council Ukraine has no seat iour friend is 
completely ignorant 

Th|» Honourable Sir Bdward Benthall I am informed that there are twelve. 

members and that Ukraine is one I feel quite certain that at its first meeting 
the Security Council would not have allowed the Ukraine to confront it with 
something with which it is not entitled to deal 

The correct answer is that there are eleven members on the Security 
Council, not 12 

Now, Sir, my Honourable ftiend the Deputy Leader of the Muslim Leagufe 
Party enquired whether we had taken note at all of the last debate on Indonesia 
or wheth6i our minds were a complete blank in regard to any policy in respect 
of Indonesia Sir, I think, if f may say so, the boot is on the other leg and 
that his mind has become a complete blank For if he had listen to the end of 
*my speech on that occasion, he would have heard my very clear statement on 
what the attitude of the Government of India towards the withdrawal of Indian 
troops from Indonesia was and also a very clear view that we felt at the 
present time that the best wav of getting this matter settled was by negotia¬ 
tion And I suggest still that as negotiations, from the reports I have seen, 
appear to have started very favourably, the best way of trying to get thi» 
matter of getting Indian troops out of Indonesia settled to every one’s satis¬ 
faction is bv negotiation 

Prof. H. G. Bangs. Sn, the question be now put 
Hr. President: The question is • 

"That the question be now put ” 

The motion was adopted 

Hr President: The motion now before the House will be “That the 
Assembly do now adjourn” but before putting the question to the House, I just 
wanted to know whether the Honourable the Mover of the motion would not 
like to have a little amendment to what he originally submitted to the House, 
viz , to have the words “views of the Assembly” instead of “views of the elect¬ 
ed members of the Assembly” 

Hr. H. Asaf All: I agree to the amendment As a matter of fact, I am 
sorry that I particularly emphasised the elected members right to be heard 
and in the light of what my friend Dr Ch&tterjee has said, every word of which 
I endorse, I allow them also to have their say They are with us in this 
Hr. T. Ohapman-Mortlmer (Nominated Non-Official) Sir, whose amend¬ 
ment is this? Am I deprived of expressing my opinion? 

Hr. President: The motion before the House is only that the Assembly do 
now adjourn I only wanted to have this explanation on record and thterefore 
I put it to him 
The question is 

“That the Assembly do now adjourn M 
The motion was adopted 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, the 
18th February, 1946 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) in the 
Chair 


MEMBER SWORN 

Mr Rattan Kumar Nehru, ICS, M L A (Government of India Nominated 
Official) 

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers 

Stoppaoe of Mills and Factories due to non-Supply of Coal 

230. *Mr. Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable the Industries and 
Supplies Member please state how many factories in India were stopped on 
account of their being officially informed that no coal could be supplied to them? 

(b) How many steel rolling mills were involved in the operation of such 
stoppage, and from which date, and what was the amount of production lost? 

(c) How many of them are, since the stoppage of hostilities, invited to start 
operations again and are being supplied wuth coal 9 

The Honourable Mr A. A Waugh (a) As the Honourable Membei is aware 
there are authorities both under the Central Government and under the 
Provincial Governments controlling the allocation of coal, and the duration of 
stoppages has varied No geneial information is available with Government, 
but if the Honourable Member has any particular factories, or classes of 
factories, m mind, Government will endeavour to collect the information 

(b) Owmg to acute shortage of coal, 81 steel'rolling mills were mvolved in 
such stoppages from 16th August 1944 to 30 June 1946 There was no loss m 
the total production, as the re-rolling mills which remained in operation during 
this period produced 144,013 tons between 1st September 1944 and 30th June 
1945, as against 130,393 tons produced by'all re-rollers during the corresponding 
period, 1st September 1943 to 30th June 1944 

(c) All of them 

Mr Manu Subedar May I know, in view of the mcreased production of coal 
which has been promised and the desirability of giving preference to coal trans¬ 
port over even military goods transport, which I urged the other day, whether 
the Honourable Member will endeaiour that hereafter factories will not be 
closed for want of coal? 

The Honourable Mr A. A. Waugh: Yes, Sir, I shalb use my best endeavours 
to that effect 

Mr. Manu Subedar* The factories I h^d in mind are textile factories and 
paper factories and miscellaneous factories for steel production and others, and 
since the civil population has been starved of these things and there is an aoute 
shortage of steel, will not the Honourable Member endeavour to give absolute 
pnonty to coal for industrial 1 purposes even over the military goods movement, 
now that the war emergency has ceased 9 

The Honourable Mr A. A Waugh: I cannot guarantee absolute priority I 
can guarantee verv high priority 

Sri M Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: What quantity of coal does the Honour¬ 
able Member expect will be released from military requirements to industries 
now, after the cessation of hostilities? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: The amount of coal now bemg consumed 
for defence purposes is very small 
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Mr , Manu Subedar. Have Government ascertained the number of men 
thrown out of work by the stoppage of the 81 rolling mills which the Honourable 
Member mentioned? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A Waugh No, I have not got the figures 
Contbol Price of Steel during Wab 

231. *Mr. Manu Subedar* (a) Will the Honourable the Industries and 

Supplies Member please state the control price of steel, at which steel was 
purchased by Government from the steel manufacturers in India during the 
period of the war> 

(b) How often was the price revised 

(c) Weie the mauufactureis tree to sell m the open market the defectives, 
which did not come up to the specifications > 

(d) Is it a fact that the rate of these detectives increased enormously during ~ 
the war? If so, what was the reason given by the farms > 

(e) How does the rate, at which the firms were allowed to sell to the public, 
i e , the civil population, compare with the rate at which they sold to Govern¬ 
ment'' 

(f) Are Government still receiving this preferential rate on their purchases? 

If so, what is the reason for penalising the civil population and not compelling 
the manufacturers to supply to the civil population at the same rate? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A Waugh (a) There are over 60 categories of steel, 

► and prices have varied from time to time Government regret, they cannot 
furnish full statistics of all prices paid by Government, but the following may 
make the general position clear 

The basic prices of steel bought by Government for Defence purposes were 
the commercial prices current shortly after the outbreak of war, adjusted to 
FOE Tatanagar, and revise^, every six months for increases m costs Govern¬ 
ment purchases for non Defence purposes were paid for at commercial rates, 
which were uncontrolled until June 1944 For instance, the price of bars for 
(rounds and squares below 3" and flats 1" to 5" wide, thickness 1/4" and over) 
in October 1939, for defence purposes was Es 167 pen ton, between the 1st 
October 1942 and 31st March 1943, it was Es 177 and between 1st April 1944 
and doth June 1944 it was Bs 197/8/- 

(b) In the case of Defence steel, prices were revised half-yearly on the basis 
of increases in costs, as stated above Following the introduction of commercial 
price control m June 1944, the prices of commercial steel have since been revised 
Bix times 

(c) No, Sir The distribution of defectives has been controlled since August 
1941 

(d) Yes, Sir Up to the first half of 1942, tenders for defectives registered 
a steep rise m price Tfie main producers then agreed to stabilize prices under 
a ceiling price fixed about Es 10 per ton below the prices of untested standard 
steel Statutory pnee control was introduced from 19th May 1943 

(e) The question presumably refers to standard steel, as Government is not 
a purchaser of defectives At present the difference between the price of steel 
supplied to Government for Defence purposes and the commercial price of main 
producers is roughly Es 10 per ton 

(f) Yes Government under their war contract get a rebate on the commer¬ 
cial price, but this does not amount to penalizing the civil consumer 

Mr Manu Subedar* "With a view to encourage building operations which will 
help the rahabilitation of soldiers and others, will Government now endeavour 
to bring down the price of steel which is used for building purposes, and 
give the required stimulus bv bringing it down by Es 10 less, which the Govern¬ 
ment are getting themselves on the Government purchases? 

The Honourable Mi A A Waugh* T might sav that the prices of certain 
commercial kinds of steel came down by roughly Es 30 per ton on 1st July 
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l»st, and the question is constantly under consideration whether we can reduce 
the commercial price of steel * As to the rebate which Government get for 
defence purposes, that is not totally unjustified I think it is usual business 
practice that large buyers pay something less than others because they are 
buying in a big way 

Mr Manu Subedar: May I urge on the Honourable Member to go thoioughly 
mto this question and fix the prices for the commercial buyer, not on the basis 
srhich has been current m the past, but on the actual cost basis and whether 
the steel firms are unable to supply, now that the war cmeigency has aided, 
is it not a question which Government ought to inquire > 

The Honourable Mr. A A. Waugh I shall certainly examine whether prices 
can be brought down 

Mr Muhammad Nauman May I know if the present aveiage cost of Rs 10 
is nearly 300 per cent more than the pie-war rates of August 1939, when it was 
Rs 3/12 a ton? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh 1 do not think that is coirect 
Mr Muhammad Nauman 1 What was the rate in August 1939’ 

The Honourable Mr. A. A Waugh I would point out that the present puce 
for certain main categories is very much what it was at the outbreak of the 
war, owing to the recent reduction I should also like to say that as things now 
are, Indian steel Is among the cheapest steel in the world 

Seth Oovind Das Are the Government aware that even at present prices 
the civilian population is not getting enough steel for their building purposes? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A Waugh The amounts allocated for civil us^rs last 
year was something like 330,000 tons and this year the amount that is going to 
be available for the civil consumer wall considerably exceed that figure l 
cannot give my Honourable fnend the exact quantities yet The various regions 
have been allotted large quotas, if these have not reached the actual consumer, 
then I am afraid there must be something faulty m the provincial distribution 
Seth Govmd Das' Are Government aware that in the Cential Prouices 
enough steel is not available for the civil population’ / 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh: I think the allocation for the region is 
very adequate and it is not reaohing the consumer I suggest that this matter 
might be taken up with the Provincial Government 

Mr. Manu Subedar Are Government aware that the system of steel control 
has not proved satisfactory and it has evoked lot of protest from all parts of the 
country and that large stocks of usable 6teel ore frozen m the hands of merchants 
who are anxious to sell—they are not permitted to sell—the necessary licenses 
ore not given’ 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh I will look into this question There 
was justifiable complaint when the Honourable Member wrote to the Honourable 
Supply Member but after that the regions have got adequate quotas of steel I 
will make inquiries and find out the position 

Cost Of Fertilizer Plant in India 

282. •Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Has the Honourable the Industries and 
Supplies Member noticed the statement m the Indian Finance of the 22nd 
December, 1945, that At the same time four svntbetic ammonia units were 
Installed at a cost of some £2,000,000 (Rs 2,14,00,000) Construction of plant 
to convert the output of these units into ammonia sulphate fertiliser has now 
been commenced These mav plav an important part m food production m the 
Immediate post-war years, as well as safeguarding Australias’ future needs of 
explosives ? 

(b) Are Government m a position to state now the cost of the proposed 
fertiliser plant in India, which was at one time estimated by them at ten crores 
of rupees? 
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(c) Has the Pitkeathly Mission borne fruit? If so, will Government give 
the latest position with regard to the estab'ishipent of the fertiliser industry m 
India? 

The Honourable Hr A A Waugh, (a) Yes, Sir 

(b) According to present information, the cost is still estimated at Its 10 79 
verores 

(c) The attention of the Honourable Member is mvited to the press note 
dated the 17th January 1946, of which I lay a copy on the table 

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIES AND SUPPLIES 
New Delht , January 17, 1946 
PRESS NOTE 

GOVERNMENT FERTILISER SAvAORY 
It was announced in a Press notification dated January 20, 1946, that a Mission under 
the leadeiship ot Su James Pitkeathly had proceeded to the l r K for negotiating^ the 
purchase of plant foi the Government Ammonium Sulphate tactniy to he erected at Sindn 
in Bih11 this Mission was especially charged with the lesponsibility of nnestigating the 
processes and plant employed m the manulattuie ot unmomu n sulphate, both m the 0 K 
and in tin Lb with the object it seeming toi Tndii the most uptodite nlant 

possible ioi the pioduetion of this type of feinlisei from indigenous materials 

After lengthy investigations with U K and American o\peits, the Mission had sub 
mitted its recommendations, and on the basis of tlie.e lecoiuuu ndations the Government of 
India have now sanctioned the negotiation ot agieements for the supply of plant and 
maehineiy foi the faitory, and for the eieetion ot fit futuiv I wo eontiacts are conteinplat 
ed one with a leading firm of American consultants lot the design of the whole factory, 
supervision of the eieetion ot the tactory, and seeing it into production at its rated outturn, 
the otliei with iiim lepiesenting a eonsoitim/i <" Rutish chemical pi ml manufai tuiers, 
who will airange the supply of tho ntrewiy plrnt and its erection, under the supervision 
of American experts 

To supply the plant foi this factory in tho tune required, it will be necessary to call 
upon the resouiees ot a large number of funis including boiler makers, manufacturers of 
turbo a Its i natois, suppheis, of electrical equipment, suppueis of mechanical handling and 
weighing epupnient, in addi'ion to utilising the it sources ot the chemical engineeung industry 
loi the suppiy of the main chemical plant The supply of the major part of the plant will 
be by competitive tender It is anticipated that large ordeis for fabricated steel work, pipe 
work, tanks, vessels, etc , will be placed by the main contractors referred to above with 
Indian firms In this way, it has been possible to secure the fullest Anglo American collabora 
tion in pioviding a plant, of the most up to date design, and incorporating the best experience 
of both countries, whilst at the same time employing to the fullest possible extent the 
resources of Indian industrialists and Indian labour in the supply of such plant and equip 
ment as can be made in India 

Government aic confident that, is a result ot the work carried out by the Pitkeathly 
Mission, the Sindn factory, when completed, will be one of the most modern ammonium 
sulphate fertiliser factories in the world, incorporating the latest improvements known to 
science, both in England and in America, and capable of supplying fertiliser at the lowest 
possible cost to the -ultivator, consistent with the utilisation of indigenous raw material 


Hr K 0. Neogy With reference to the Press Note, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to indicate the substance of any report tnat may have been 
received from the Pitkeathly Mission m this connection, and which may have 
formed the basis of the consideration of the Government? 

The Honourable Mr. A A Waugh: I am not quite sure to which part of the 
Press Note my Honourable friend refers to m particular 

Hr K. 0 Neogy The Press Note states that the Government of India have 
recently sanctioned the negotiation of certain agreements in connection with 
this scheme T take it that this sanction has been given on the basis of n report 
from the Pitkeathly Mission If that be so, will the Honourable Member be 
pleased to lay on the table of this House any report of the Pitkeathly Mission 
on which this action may have been taken? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh* There was a senes of reports ua the 
ordinary course of correspondence and there is no report which summarises in 
one particular note the information which the Honourable Member desires hut 
T will endeavour to give the gist 
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Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to lay on the 
table no£ merely a summary of all these reports, but flho the latest one which 
may have determined Government action in this matter, and will all the copied 
of the reports be made available to us by being placed in the Library of the 
House? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh* I shall certainly examine this and give 
as much information as I can 

Mr X 0. Neogy* Is it a fact that the agreements referred to in this connec¬ 
tion are to be entered into principally with the Government of India on the 
one hand and a British firm and an American firm? If that be so, what are 
the terms on which these agreements are likely to be concluded so far as thebe 
two firms are concerned, and what will be the nature of the interest of these 
two firms m the manufacture of sulphate of ammonia? 

The Honourable Mr A. A Waugh. Briefly the mam contract is with an 
American firm 'for the erection and supervision of the erection of the factory 
The second mam contract is with a firm of manufacturers in Great Britain who 
have special knowledge of manufacture of certain plant The great part of the 
non-specialised work will be done by means of tender in India and the work 
will be done by Indian firms 

Mr K O Neogy. Will these two firms have a continuing interest in the 
working of the plant in any way? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Their interests will be to put the f ictorv 
into proper working order and seeing that it is in working older They will 
have no interest in the profits 

Mr K. 0. Neogy Have Government inserted a condition that Jndian appren¬ 
tices will be trained by these experts in the process of manufacture as a condition 
of their placing these orders with them? 

The Honourable Mr A A. Waugh Yes, most specifically 

Mr E 0 Neogy. May I know when the Government expect to place a com¬ 
prehensive financial scheme with regard to this particular project before the 
Standing Finance Committee? 

The Honourable Mr •A . A. Waugh* As soon as all the material is ready 

Mr. Manu Subedar. The Honourable Member has not replied to my question 
The gravamen of it was that if Australia has installed four synchet’c ammonia 
units at a cost of 2 crorcs 14 lakhs, why is it necessary for the Government of 
India to spend a sum exceeding 10 crores of rupees for one plant!* 

The Honourable Mr A. A. Waugh In the first place we do not know the 
capacity of these synthetic plants and m the second place the specific plans 
adopted in Australia for making synthetic ammonia So far as I know, there 
is one such plant in the whole of India and that is a very small one So I 
really huve not got the data to answer the quest’on 

Mr. M&nu Subedar. Notice of this question was given long ago and. 
there is an Australian Trade Commissioner who would have obliged the 
Honourable Member with the information required Does he not remember 
that in the last session doubts were thrown on the volume of money to be 
spent on this and certain experts definitely put forward the idea that 5 crores 
shoidd be the cost and not 10 It was on this complaint m tbs House that 
the Pitkeathly mission was sent out to see how it can be done most economically 
Are we now to take it that the thing oannot be worked under 10 crores Ts it 
because It is beihg manufactured m the United Kingdom though planned and 
designed in America? Is it not true that-American and Swiss ammonia equip 
ment is cheaper than that provided by the United Kingdom? 

ISie Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: The allegation mentioned by my Hon¬ 
ourable friend that the cost should not exceed 5 crores was investigated very 
thoroughly and the result showed that m actual fact so low an estimate was 
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Production and Distribution ov Cotton and Woolen Textiles 
233. ♦Mr. Manu Subedar: What steps has the Honourable the Industries 
and Supplies Member taken regarding cotton and woollen textiles 

(l) to secure larger production of those varieties in which there is a rampant 
black market throughout the country, 

(n) to reduce exports from India of those varieties of which there is a 
marked shortage, 

(m) to deal with conuption amongst officials concerned with the distribution 
of cloth throughout the country, and 

(>i) geneially to ease the cloth situation, which is reported to be still acute, 
The Honourable Mr A. A. Waugh. (1) In the case of cotton textiles, Govern¬ 
ment have obliged mills to devote 60 per cent of their capacity to the produc¬ 
tion ot daotis, -> nee-., longciuth, sheetings clmddars, shirtings, voils, mulls, 
drills, twills, tussores, coatings and towels, in order to secure adequate produc¬ 
tion of -varieties of cloth which are most in public demand In the case of 
woollen textiles, Government are issuing import licences further to expand pro¬ 
duction m India upto the level of demand 

(11) In the case of cotton textiles, Government have completely banned the 
export of folded yarn and of cloth of counts of 48 and above In the case of 
woollen textiles, no exports from India are permitted 

(m) Gov eminent have no information of the action taken by Provincial 
Governments against officials charged with corruption in the distribution of 
clotb I can assurt the Honourable Member that any case brought to notice 
will be promptlj investigated The Central Government maintain a Special 
Police establishment charged with the duty of detecting corruption, and of 
bringing offenders to book 

(iv) Among the steps taken by Government are 

Firstly, the piovision of more coal for cotton textile mills The monthly 
allocation of coal which stood at 124,000 tons a month in March 1944, has 
increased steadilv In January 1945, the figure was 155,000 tons, and since 
November 1945, the monthlv figure has been 180,000 tons 

Secondly, consolidated demands for nnllstores from abroad have been placed 
on the India Supply Commission, London, and are coming forward - 

Thirdly, Government are taking steps to obtain sufficient new textile 
machinery to bring about considerable expansion of India’s production, both by 
import and bv utilising Government factories in India The estimated produc¬ 
tion cloth in the second half year of 1945 exceeds the figures of the correspond¬ 
ing half vear of the three previous years although the figures are not yet final 
Fourthly with the reduction in exports and Defence demands, the quantity 
of clotb nva’lnble foi civil use in 1946 mav reasonably he expected to be about 
5,500 million yards as against a round 5,000 million yards m 1945 and a round 
4,900 million vnrds in 1944 

Mr Manu Subedar 1 Will the Honourable Member tell us the total quantity 
of the export of cloth? Has he not read that in recent times an enormous 
quantity, literally thousands of bales of cloth have been exported from India 
to various market and why is it so, when there is an acute shortage? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh* The export is controlled 
Mr Manu Subedar* Ts it not a fact that the control is defective? Has he 
not heard of corruption m the Export Control Department’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh: Tf my Honourable friend will bring anv 
instances to mv notice I will be glad to look into them 

Mr Manu Subedar* Have not the Government dismissed their servants on 
account of this though they have not prosecuted them? 

The Honourable Mr A. A Waugh: I believe that is correct 
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Seth Govlnd Das. May I ask why the export of cloth has not really been 
stopped when there is so much need for cloth in this country? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: I would remind the Honourable Member 
that we also have very urgent needs from overseas, for example, foodgrains 

Mr Muhammad Nauman- May I ask which are th<^ countries to which 
exports have been made of cloth manufactured in this country? 

The Honourable Mr A. A. Waugh 1 There are a number of countries which 
were deprived of their usual previous sources of supply by the war, countries 
which were supplied by Japan 

Mr Muhammad Nauruan Co we import food from those countries to which 
we send our cloth? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A Waugh: Yes, Sir 

Prof N. G Ranga 1 Are Government considering the advisability of introduc¬ 
ing rationing In the use of cloth? 

The Honourable Mr A. A. Waugh Yes, Sir The rationing of cloth is m 
existence 

Khan Abdul Gham Khan* Why do you not send all this cloth to the North- 
West Frontier Province instead of sending it outside as there is very acute 
shortage of cloth there? We have had lathi charges there on account of the 
difficulty in obtaining the cloth 

The Honourable Mr A A. Waugh. On this point I would like to tell my 
Honourable friend that the last report we ever had from the North-West 
Frontier Province Government was dated the 4th October They then ^aid 
that the situation was improving, although there was shortage of higher counts 
Since then we have heard nothing from that Government, and most Provincial 
Governments are usually very vocal if they fail to get the amount of cloth allocat¬ 
ed to them 

Khan Abdul Ghani Khan: Who sends this report, the Provincial Government 
or the Textile Commissioner, who is under the Central Government, sitting m 
the Frontier? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A Waugh On the amount of cloth received, the 
report is sent by the Provincial Government 

Khan Abdul Ghani Hhan I mean about the scarcity of cloth who sends the 
report of the province, the Textile Commissioner or the Provincial Government? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh 1 The Provincial Government, if they do 
not get the amount allocated to them 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Is it not a fact that cloth below 40 counts 
is generally used by the poorer classes in this country and that such cloth was 
being imported from Japan before the war? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh I must ask for notice of this question 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Then, why is it that cloth of 40 counts 
and below is allowed to be exported from this couutry and not of Mgliei counts? 

The Honourable Mr A. A. Waugh Because higher counts are very scarce 
here, and to do something for these needy countries, certain cloth is allowed 
to be exported 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai Will the Government consider the question of helping 
the people in the matter of cloth by taking help of the hand spinning industry 
m this country? , 

The Honourable Mr. A. A Waugh 1 Yes Sir 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: What, is the percentage of the machinery 
that is sought to be brought into this countrv for the spinning mills' 1 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: We have not yet arrived at a decision 
On that, but the intention is to getmuch spinning machinery as possibly 
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Seth Govlnd Dm: The Honourable Member said that cloth is required over¬ 
seas, but is it not the duty of the Government to see that the needs of this 
country are met first and then to export cloth? 

Mr President I believe he has explained the situation 

Seth Govind DM. be has said that cloth is required in other countries I 
am asking him whether it is not the duty of the Government first to see that 
the needs of this country are met and then to export cloth outside? 

Mr President, 1 believe his leply is contained in the statement that we had 
to export cloth in order to get foodgrains Am I right? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Yes Sir 

Mr Vadilal Lallubhai ■ There is lot of second hand machinery in America 
which is being exported to China, Palestine and other countries Will the 
Government consider getting this in ichintry for India? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A Waugh I shall certainly take that up 

Manufacture of Plants and Machinery in India during War 

234. *Mr. Manu Subedar. (a) Will the Honourable the Industries and 
Supplies Member please state whether it is a fact that plants for the manufac 
ture of sugar, vegetable ghee distil ery equipment, oil expellera and many 
othei industrial plants on order have been manufactured in India during the 
period of the war? 

(b) What precautions have Government taken m order to see that the 
manufacturing capacity developed m this manner is not liquidated, but con¬ 
tinues to function? 

(c) Have Government made any provision to see that orders to the full 
capacity are given to the local manufacturers for the class of goods, which they 
are manufacturing satisfactorily? 

(d) Have Government made any arrangements with regard to factories 
licensed by them stipulating that the machineries will be ordered m India? 

(e) Will Government make a statement of their policy in connection with 

this question so as to reassure manufacturers of plant and machineries in India 
that they wilL get on a priority basis their share of orders m the increased 
industrialisation of this country? • 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) Yes, Sir wflh Mic exception of 
certain parts like electrical machinery Complete sugar plants, however have 
not been manufactured in India 

(b) In a Press Note issued on the 14th August 1945, Government assured 
producers and manufacturers that so long as the various controls remain m force, 
they would endtavour to give assistance for the production of civil supplier m 
the same way as previously of war supplies and make the greatest possible use 
of indigenous production, and particularly of those industries which have under 
the influence^>f war needs achieved production conforming to acceptable stand¬ 
ards and specifications A Tariff Board has been set up by Government to 
examine claims for assistance or protection of industries which have been started 
or developed in war time and which are established and conducted on sound 
business lines 

(c) No Sir Government have no hand m placing of private orders for these 
plants by users and it is for the manufacturers themselves to canvass orders for 
full capacity For stores which are under control Indian production is taken 
into account when issuing licenses for imports 

(d) No Sir I have explained the position m answer to the previous park 
of the question 

(e) The policy of Government m this regard has already been clarified m 
paragraph 9(i) (n) (in) and (iv) of the ‘Statement of Government’s Industrial 
Pohay issued by the Planning and Development Department on 21st Apfil 1949 
«nd m the Pres? Note issued by the Department of Supply on 14th, August 1945. 
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Briefly, the policy is that ‘subject to reasonable safeguards as to quality and 
price, Government will continue to encourage Indian industry by buying its 
products in prefeience to others’ It has also been decided that before some 
items of machinery were allowed to he imported, it should be examined whether 
they are not being, or cannot he, manufactured in India 

Mr. Manu Subedar- Will the Honourable Member investigate the complaint 
which I am making here on behalf of these manufacturers that there is not 
sufficient co ordination in the various Departments of the Government and as 
my Honourable friend is m charge of mduStrv, it is his duty to see that the 
Declaration of the 14th August and other declarations which he has now made 
on the floor of the House are carried out? Is the Food Department not issuing 
licences for vegetable Ghee factories on condition that the equipment be imported 
from the United Kingdom when plants of this type have been made In India and 
are working satisfactorily? 

The Honourable Mr A A. Waugh: Yes, Sir, we have tned to co-ordinate the 
policy of the different Departments In the particular case of Vanaspati plants, 
to which my Honourable friend refers, the subject was very fully thrashed out 
with the would-be users and manufacturers of such plant and the conclusion 
come to by the industrialists concerned was that it is better at the present stage 
to allow people either to have the machinery manufactured heie or to ibtam it 
from abroad That ib only at the present stage 

Mr Manu Subedai. Will the Honourable Member investigate the complaint 
which I am making now that there is no such co-ordination and that the orders 
are being canalised to the United Kingdom and that the Planning and Develop-^ 
ment Department, the Commerce Department and the Food Department are 
all erring with regard to this matter and are encouraging the orders in the United 
Kingdom rather than have the stuff manufactured hare? Will he please 
investigate this? 

The Honourable Mr. A A. Waugh. I will investigate this 

Recruitment of Subordinate Staff on M & S M Railway 

235. *Sii M. Ananthasayanam Ayy&ngar: Will the Honourable the Railway 

Member please state 

(a) how recruitment, of staff (subordinate) drawing over Rs 100 per mensem 
on the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway is made, and whether there are 
any Selection Boards for the purpose, 

(b) if the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, whether they are part time or 
whole time officers, and whether they consider promotions or appointments 
purely on merit, 

(c) whether there are different scales of pay foi the Anglo Indians and 
Indians for the same post, or whether there are in effect grades to which only 
Anglo-Indians are, as a rule, promoted and not Indians, 

(d) whether any kind of preference is shown to any class of persons in* 

, recruitment to subordinate posts or gazetted posts, and, if so, what, and the- 
\ reasons therefor, 

\ (e) whether any preference that may be shown to children or relatives of 

persons in the Railway service is shown only to the Anglo-Indians, and 

(f) the number of persons recruited by promotion or direct appointment 
during the year 1945, on this Railway, and how many of them were—( i) Hindus, 
(li) Muslims, and (iu) Anglo-Indians and others, for posts drawing Rs 100 per 
mensem and over? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) to (f) The Honourable Member is 
referred to my reply to Starred Question No 110, asked m the House on 8th 
February, 1946 Government understand that promotions m certain oases Oft 
the M & S M Railway are being made without the aid of a selection board, 
ana the question whether i&is is in accordance with the rules is being examined 
further Information regarding direct recruitment on the M & S M Railway 
to & sSldfy Of Hs 1(30* p rtt dud oMf is being Collected and will 

be laid on the table of the House in due course 
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Mr. Frank R Anthony: In view of the communal nature of part (c) of the 
question, is the Honourable Member aware of the widespread rumours that 
Hindu officers, particularly Brahman Hindu officers, invariably practice dis¬ 
crimination in favour of caste Hindu employees in the matter of promotion and 
selection? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I have heard it from interested 
parties 

Recruitment of Subordinate Staff on N W Railway 

238. *Sri. R. Venkatasubba Reddiar: Will the Honourable the Railway 

Member please state 

(a) how recruitment of staff (subordinate) drawing over Rs 100, per 
mensem on the North Western Railway is made, and whether there are any 
Selection Boards for the purpose, 

(b) if the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, whether they are part time 
or whole time officers, and whether they consider promotions or appointments 
puiely on merit, 

(c) whether there are different scales of pay for the Anglo-Indians and 
Indians for the same post, or whether there are in effect grades to which only 
Anglo Indians are, as a rule, promoted and not Indians, 

(d) whether any kind of preference is shown to any class of persons in 
recruitment to subordinate posts or gazetted posts, and, if so what and the 
reasons therefor, 

(e) whether any preference that may be shown to children or relatives of 
persons in the Railway service is shown onlyjto the Anglo Indians, and 

(f) the number of persons recruited by promotion or direct appointment, 
during the year 1945, on this Railwav, and how many of them were—(1) Hindus, 
(n) Muslims, and (in) Anglo-Indians and others, for posts drawing Rs 100, per 
mensem and over? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall* (a) to (f) The Honourable Member 
is referred to my reply to his Starred Question No 110, asked on 8th February, 
1946 

As regards direct recruitment on the N W Railway to posts carrying a 
salary of Rs 100 p m and over, the required mformatiorf is as under — 


Community Direct Recruits 

Muslims 66 

Other Minority Communities 31 

Anglo Indians and Domiciled Europeans . 6 

Hindus 34 


Prof N G Ranga With regard to part (a), what is the nature of this 
selection board? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall- 4 d hoc selection bontd, J think 

Prof N. G. Ranga: Who appoints them? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. The railway authorities 

Prof N. G, Ranga: For what period? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: For the purpose of selection, I think, 

Prof N G Ranga- For what period? Is it for special periods or for a period 
of three years? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall- For the period required to make the 
-selection 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar- Why don’t you hand over the selection 
to the Federal Public Services Commission? 

The Honourable Six Edward Benthall: That applies to gazetted staff only 
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Revision of Scales of.Pay of the Postal and RMS Employee s 

287 ‘Pandit Sri Krishna Dntt Paliwal. (a) Will the Secretary of Posts and 
Air please state whether his attention has been drawn to the resolution passed 
by the Conference of the All India Union of Postal and RMS employees to 
the effect that on and from the 15th February, 1946, the entire Postal and 
RMS, E D As , and E D Ms , who are under the organisations of the All 
Indu Postal and RMS Union shall commence attending office m the 
minimum dress with a red badge containing the words “Hungry Postal 
Employee” printed on it till the revision of the scales of pay is accepted by 
Government? 

(b) Will he please state the step or steps which Goiornment intend to 
take to revise the scales of pfcy of the Postal and RMS employees? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor (a) Yes 

(b) I would refer the Honourable Member to the statement which I made 
m the House in the course of the debate on Thursday the 7th of February 

Prof N G. Range - Has the Honourable Member had any further conference 
with the Federation concerned after this House had an opportunity of discussing 
this matter? 

Sir Guxunath Bewoor - The debate took place on 7th February, and since 
then we have been examining the various demands made by the Federation and 
we hope to come to a decision very early In the meantime, contact is being 
maintained with various office bearers of the Union 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena May I know if any action will be taken against 
these employees for putting oh these badges? * 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor. I do not know whether they have started putting on 
badges I earnestly hope that the employees will not make themselves 
ridiculous in relation to similar employees of other Government departments who 
perhaps get something less than the postal employees and yet they do not put 
on these badges 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know whether the Commission 
referred to by the Honourable Member has been appointed? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor - It is going to be appointed It will take some time 
to select the personnel required for the commission and to collect the material 
required for the work But it ib on hand 

Shri Sri Prakasa - Will the Honourable Member tell us what exactly is the 
situation today, and whether there is any danger of the threatened strike 
materialising or not? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor I do not think there has been any development since 
the last five days Bjt the news appeared this morning that the all India 
Postal Union had given notice to strike to the Director General But the fact, 
however, is that the Director General has not yet received any such notice 

Mr. B B Varma: May I know if the Honourable Member is aware of the 
fact that the postal employees in Bihar were putting on these badges, and that 
on the assurance given by the Post Master General tjiat he will strongly 
recommend their case for revision of scales of pay, that they discontinued 
wearing these badges? 

Sir Gurunath Bswoor. I do not know whether the Honourable Member is 
referring to an incident which took place last year or to an incident which is 
taking place at present? 

Mr. B. B. Varma: Only a few months ago 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: They started wearing badges and I believe the Post 
Master General persuaded them to give up wearing badges 

Mr. B. B Varma: It was on the assurance that he would recommend their 
ease strongly 
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Sir Onnmatli Bewoor: I will make enquiries 

Mr B. B. Varma: The Postmaster General also wrote a letter to that effect? 

Sir Guruhath Bewoor' I will enquire 

Akbest of Baja Mahendra Pratap 

288. *Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal. (a) Will the Secretary for External 
Affairs please state if it is a fact that ttaja Mahandra Pratap was arrested in 
Japan under the order of General MacArthur on the ground that he was the 
General of the Aryan Army there? 

(b) Will he state the present whereabouts of Raja Mahandra Pratap? 

(c) Do Government intend to permit Raja Mahandra Pratap to return to 
India as a free man? 

Mr H Welghtman (a) and (b) The Government of India have no official 
information, but have seen press reports of his arrest and subsequent release 
in Japan 

(c) Since Raja Mahandra Pratap renounced his British Indian nationality, 
Government are under no obligation to afford him ent^y into India 

Prof N G. Ranga In view of the fact that many people in this country 
take interest m his welfate and what happens to him, will the Honourable 
Member enquire and see that he is given proper facilities if he desires to return 
to India? 

Mr H Welghtman fie has not applied to return to India, so the question 
r is hypothetical 

Prof N. G Ranga’ Jn the interest of those people in India who are anxious 
about his welfare, will the Honourable Member enquire and find out his where¬ 
abouts? 

Mr It. Welghtman: I suggest his own family should make enquiries 

Prof. N G Ranga In view of the fact that this gentleman haB left India 
more than thirty years ago, it is doubtful whether he has got any sort of relatives 
still .dive We all feel very much interested in hun and all of us consider our¬ 
selves to be his relatives 

Mr President Order, order The Honourable Member should put a 
question 

Prof. N G Ranga. In view of the fact that a large number of people in this 
country are interested in him, will the Honourable Member make enquiries? 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad His brother is alive 

Coal Supply for Tobacco Flue Curing 

289 *Prof. N G. Ranga: Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies be pleased to state 

(a) who is responsible for allotment and distribution of coal for tobacco 
flue curing in the Madras Presidency, and who entertains complaints regarding 
distribution and actual despatch of coal as between the distributors and 
consumers, < 

fb) whether Government have received any complaints from the consumers 
of the Ongole Area of the Guntur District regarding the Wrong weights and 
excess rates imposed on consumers by the retailer at Chivala and Ongole and 
the lefusal of the Indian Leaf Tobacco Development Company (i e , ILTD) 
the wholesaler for North Indian Coal (that is, othen than Singarem Coal) to 
entertain any complaints against the authorised retailer appointed by them, 
if so, when and how often, 

(c) whether it is a fact that Mr K Sankavazza has suggested to Govern¬ 
ment on behalf of the consumers of the Ongole area that just 4s the Singareni 
Collieries have been supplying ooal directly to consumers since 1949, North 
India coal also may be supplied directly to such of the consumers as desire it, 
without the unwanted mediation of the wholesaler and retailer, 
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(d) the reason why Government persists m imposing the unwanted, too 
costly services of these middlemen on the consumers, and 

(e; whether it is also a fact that, m view of the refusal of the wholesaler 
to deal any longer with Mr Sankavazza, the Ongole consumers ol coal are 
today without anj coal supplies for then tobacco flue-curing? 

The Hno urable Mr. A. A. Waugh (a) On recommendations made by the 
Tobacco Adviser, the Central Government fixes each month a quota of coal for _ 
all flue-curing concerns in India Out of this quota, an allotment is issued ' 
by the Deputy Coal Commissioner (Distnbut on) in favour of the Indian Leaf 
Tobacco Development Co to meet the requirements of flue-curing concerns in 
Soqth India Shipments of this coal are arranged according to tbe programme 
prepared by the Indian Leaf Tobacco Development Company who distribute it 
among the ryots under the supervision of the Exc se Department Complaints 
regarding distribution and actual despatches qf coal between the distributor and 
consumers should therefore be entertained by the Indian Leaf Tobacco 
Development Company 

(b) Yes, Sir A complaint in th s connection was received from Mr K 
Sank li uh m August 'ast I Ins was refened to the Provinc ai Coal Controller, 
Madras who on enquiry stated that such complaints were found to have little 
justification 

(c) Such a suggestion was made by Mr K bankaraih, not by Mr Sankarazza 

(d) To avoid delay in coal transport, it is essential to arrange despatches to 
one d'stnbutor, rather than direct supplies to a large number of consumers 
Government w 11 not however object to making direct supplies to individual • 
consumers provided the tonnage required is substantial, and the case s recom¬ 
mended by the Tobacco Adviser and responsibility is accepted for prompt pay 
ment to the coll enes 

(e) Duiing the current tobacco curing season 2,092 tons of coal (other than 
Singareni) were despatched 10 Indian Leaf Tobacco Development Co up tp the 
end o* January, 1940 to meet the requirements of the Ougole urea 

Prof N. G Ranga In what capac ty have the Government entrusted this 
Indian Leaf Tobacco Development Company with powers to supply or not to 
supply coal to individual businessmen’ Why should a private company be 
conferred with these powers? 

The Honourable Mr A A. Waugh* They are consumers’ distrbutors but 
if anybody wants to get direct supplies, we have no objection 

Prof. V. G Ranga* Is it not a fact that although the flue-ourng conoems 
and tobacco growers required to be suppled direct and although they are 
prepared to give necessary securities, yet they have not been supplied so far 
with the necessary coal? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh I have no information that any firm 
made any such offer 

Sri V. Gangaxaju . May I know whether Government are prepared to supply 
separately to the tobacco growers for curing purposes? 

The Honourable Mr, A, A Waugh: Provided there is adequale guarantee of 
adequate orders and of prompt payment to collieries by the tobacco growers 
Prcil. N. G. Ranga. Who >s to decide whether the assurances given by the 
tobacco growers are sat sfactory or not ’ Is it the Tobacco officer or the Indian 
Leaf Tobacco Development company? 

The Honourable Mr. A A. Waugh* The Tobacco Adviser 
Dibect Supply op Coal to Tobbacco Flue-Cubing Coal Consumebs 
op OngolBj 

240. *Prol. N. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies be pleased to state 

(a) if ^ is a fact that Mr K Sankavazza complained on behalf pf the Ongole 
"W nog} consumers who are tobacco flue-ourere to the Deputy Coal Comnui- 
aipnej (Distribution. Calcutta! an iaaj. a-* -"'** - * 
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of tne retailer and the refusal of the wholesaler to set right the retailer for th© 
distnbution of coal at Chivala and Ongole and requested the said officer to 
subdivide the quota of coal, already allotted for flue-curing m the Ongole area, 
su far as the needs of those flue-curers who desire direct despatch and supply 
of coal in the Ongole area are concerned, 

(b) whether it is also a fact that Mr Sankavazza interviewed his assistant 
Mr Scott at Calcutta on the 2nd January, 1946, and told him that unless coal 
was supplied to flue curers immediately, it would be too late for this flue curing 
season commencing from about toe 15th January, 1946, 

(c) whether it is a fact that he advised Mr Sankavazza to upproach the 
Tobacco Adviser at New Delhi and that Mr Sankavazza interviewed the 
Tobacco Adviser in Bombay on the 26th January, and was told that it was 
only the Deputy Coal Commissioner at Calcutta who had to piss final orders 
on distribution and that he could not interfere, and 

pi) what Government propose to do m order to ensure timely and direct 
supply o£ coal to the tobacco-flue cuung coal consumers of the Ongole area 9 

The Honourable Mr. A A. Waugh (a) A complaint was received from Mr. 
K Sankaraih (not Mr Sankavazza) The ittention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to reply to parts (b), (c) and (d) of Question No 239 

(b) and (c) Mr K Sankaraih (not Mr K Sankavazza) interviewed Mr 
Scott He was informed that Government would have no objection to arrange 
‘ direct supplies m his favour or in favour of individual ryots provided then case 
was recommended by the Tobacco Adviser 

(d) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to reply to part (d) 
of Question No 239 

Prof N G Ranga Sir, I have myself given copious information here but 
the Honourable Member says he is not able to do anything His own Tobacco 
Adviser was approached on behalf of the growers for tms privilege and the 
Tobacco Adviser said he had no powers and he asked this gentleman to mterv ew 
the Deputy Coal Commissioner Is the Honourable Member aware that if 
they make the tobacco growers run from pillar to post ffi this manner they will 
not be able to carry on tobacco growing and flue-curing > 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh I have already sad that the Deputy 
Coal Commissioner, subject to the availab’lity of coal, will entertain such 
applications 

PTof N G Ranga Is the Honourable Member aware that even till today 
coal has not been supplied to our tobacco growers there although the flue-curing 
season starts m the middle of January? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh Sir, I have no information 

Government Policy n Rail Road Co-ordination 
241. *Seth Govlnd Daa: (a) Will the Honourable Member for War Transport 
be pleased to state whether the policy of the Central Government regarding the 
Rail-Road Co-ordination, was clearly laid down by notifications in every Pro¬ 
vince particularly in the Central Provinces and Berar by its Government? 

^b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, what are the reasons for not 
doing so? 

(c) Does the Honourable Member now propose to issue necessary instruc¬ 
tions to the Government of the Central Provinces and Berar for laying out this 
policy of Rail-Road Go-ordination? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) The policy of the Central Govern- 

ment regarding Rail-Road Co-ordination has been set out m the White Paper 
which was laid on the table of this House at the opening of this session and 
which has been circulated to all Provincial Governments Communiques or 
.notifications have been issued by all Provinces m which netrnknhrma 
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formation of tripartite companies have reached an advanced stage A. comum- 
que has also been issued in one other Province and one Provincial Government 
has passed a Resolution on the subject In the Central Provinces the Provin¬ 
cial Government have sent the President of the Provincial Motor Union a 
detailed Memoiandum setting out their views on Road-Rail Co ordination policy 
and forwarding him printed copies of the Central Government’s White Paper 
for distribution to Motor Unions 

(b) and (c) Do not arise ' 

Seth Govind Das Will Government m the present circumstances defer this 
matter till popular Governments come into power, and leave the matter to 
them ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The whole matter is being considered 
by the Committee at present 

Babu Ram Narayan Singh. Is it a fact that the Bihar Government are 

against this Iioad Rail co ordination 9 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I do not think that is a strictly 
accurate description of the Bihar Government’s policy They are framing a 
policy of their own 

Mr Muhammad Nauman May I know what views of the Bihar Government 
have been so far received? Is it a fact that they do not see eye to eye with 
the Government of India in the matter of the road-rail programme as m the 
White Paper? * 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall They differ m certam respects I do 
not think they have yet put out a communique, which is the subject of this 
question 

Shn Sri Prakasa* May I know how far the work of that Committee has 
progressed and whether the Honourable Member has asked all provincial 
Governments to stay their hands till the work of this Committee is completed? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Yes, Sir, I informed the Provincial 
Governments and the Railway Administrations that we will make no further 
financial commitments till this Committee has reported The Committee has 
had soveral sittings and is meeting again today 

Shn D P. Karmarkar Is the Honourable Member aware that the Bombay 
Government is proceed ng with this scheme in sp te of the fact that the Com¬ 
mittee is making inquiries into the matter and that fresh permits have been 
issued after it was entrusted to this Committee ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Yes, Sir, but that has nothing to do 
with the Central Government 

Shri D. P. Karmarkar* In the interest of harmony of the whole scheme will 
the Honourable Member advise the provincial Government to stay its hand till 
the report of this Committee is submitted? 

IBie Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The provincial Government is fully 
aware of the position 

SuBBENDEB OF MOTOB VEHICLES BY THE CENTRAL PBOVINOEB GoVBBN- 

. ment to Central Government 

942. *Seth Govind Das: (a} Will the Honourable Member for War Transport 
please state the number of new motor vehicles of lend-lease or otherwise, which 
have been surrendered back to the Central Government by the Government of 
the Central Provinces and Berar, out of the quota allotted to this Province, since 
the control over the motor vehicles came in force? 

(b) What were the reasons stated by the Provincial Government, in ques¬ 
tion, for such surrender? 

(c) Is it a fact that there was no urgent necessity for new vehicles in tWfc 
Province? 
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The honourable Sir Edward Benthall* (a) SO Qovemment owned Austin 

10 U P motoi cars were allotted to the Central Provinces in July, 1945, out 
of which 14 have been surrendered No other motor vehicles have been surren- 
4ered by the Central Provinces Government 

(b) The reason stated by the Provincial Government for this surrender was 
that there was no demand for the remaining 14 motor cars and they could not 
therefore be disposed of in the Province 

(c) It is understood that the present price of these cars was the reason why 
they couid not be sold Presumably intending purchasers preferred to await the 
arnval of commerce Hy imported motor cars in the hope that prices would be 
lower 

Lt -Ool. Dr J. 0 Ohatterjee In view of the fact that the Central Govern¬ 
ment have by lend or lease or otherwise come in possession of a number of 
spare motor vehicles, will the Honourable Member consider the desirability of 
allotting an adequate number of jeeps for the use of Members of this House 
and let them acqu re these at reduced prices ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall As far as I am aware, the present 
Government does not own any jeeps 

Mr. Manu Subedar When does the Honourable Member expect that 
commercially mported vehicles will be available to the civil population, who 
have been wa-ting for them so long l 1 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Licences have been given for a 
• ceitain number, but whether any have arrived 1 do not know But the price 
ot the cormnerc ally imported 10 H P Austin cars has been fixed at a higher 
figure than for these Government imported ones, and it is possible that those 
who rejected the chances of gett ng cheaper Government imported cars may 
regret their action 

Mr Manu Subedar Is it a fact that cars can be imported cheaper from the 
USA and that many importers have approached Government for permission 
to do so, but they have been refused ? Is it dollar difficulty or British patrio¬ 
tism? 

The Honourable Six Edward Benthall I think that ig rather straying outs de 
the sphere of the question, I shall require notice 

Shri Mohan Lai Sftksena. May I know if cars were surrendered by other 
provinces also, besides the C P ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I want notice of that question 

Mr. P. B dole: Is the Honourable Member aware that many applications 
for these cars have been turned down by the C P Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall No, Sir, I am informed that there 
was no demand for these particular oars, and that is why that Government 
surrendered them 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena- Is at a fact that Government d'd not want to sell 
these to other companies beside two specifio companies and that is why these 
cars have not been sold? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: No, Sir 

Shn Mohan Lai Saksena' Will the Honourable Member make inquiries? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall- I have made inquiries and these are 
the reasons I have given There is another reason, and that is that the paint 
on these cars was not attractive 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena Am I to understand that if there are applications 
pending from another company there wil 1 be no objection to supplying them? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall The difficulty is that these have been 
surrendered and allotted -to some other people 

Shri Sri Prakasa- What was the occasion for thie surrender? Did the 
Central Government wage v&r against the C P Government? 

Mr. President: Order, order. JJext question. 
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Permits foe Stage Carriages for Private Use 

348. *Seth Govind Das: (a) Will the Honourable Member for War Transport 
please state if it is a fact that permits, for stage carriages have been issued 
undei the Defence of India Buies to individuals for private use, neither con¬ 
nected with war works nor m aid of war works? 

(bj What is the numbei of 6uch permits issued since 1944, in the Central 
Provinces and Berar? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. (a) and (b) Permits are not issued 
under the Defence of India Buies If the Honourable Member refers to 
Ordinance No XXXI of 1945, that Ordinance, m order to meet the situation 
created by the war, empowered the statutory authority constituted under the 
Motor Vehicles Act to issue permits without being bound by the maximum 
and minimum periods for which they are effective as fixed by the Act The 
Central Government have no information as to the number of permits issued 
under the authority of the Ordmance m any particular Province 

Mr. P. B. Gole: Will the Honourable Member kindly enquire how many 
applications for renewal of permits by the operators have been turned down by 
the Provincial Government? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall- Yes, Sir 

Seth Govind Das: Will the Honourable Member make further enquiries as 
to why permits are being given to the new operators and not to the old ones 
There is a complaint m the Provinces that these permits have been issued to 
new operators and not to the old ones Will the Honourable Member make 
enquiries from the Central Provinces why old operators were not given any 
permits ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall- Yes, Sir I will make enquiries 

Shrl Mohan Lai Saksena: Is the Honourable Member aware that a circular 
has been issued by the Provincial Transport Authority saying that in future 
permits will be granted only to those companies m which the Government and 
the Bailways are interested? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. That question arises on the previous 
■question—No 241 

Mr President Next ‘question 

Quantity and Value of Cloth Quota in Bihar 

244. *Mr. Madandhari Singh: Will the Honourable Member for Industries 

and Supplies pleise state 

(a) the quantity and value of the latest quota of cloth allotted to the 
Province of Bihar, 

(b) the basis on which the respective quota was fixed, 

(o) whether the Honourable Member is aware of the scarcity of dhoties and 
sanes (popular cloth) m Bihar, and 

(d) whetliei steps have been taken to remove the scarcity? 

The Honourable Mr A. A Waugh- (a) Bihar’s monthly quota of cloth is 
35,736,000 yards The value of this quantity is about 2 03 crores of rupees 

(b) Quotas for all provinces are fixed on the basis of their population and 
■their consumption m pre-war years 

(c) Yes, Sir 

(d) Yes The Textile Industry (Control of Production) Older, 1946, compels 
•mills to devote 60 per cent of their capacity to the production of certain types 
•of cloth m popular demand, among which Dhoties and Sanes are included 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I know what was the consumption of Bihar 
In pre-war days and how it has been calculated? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: I must ask for notice of that question 
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Mr. Muhammad Nauman: You have just said in reply to part (b) of tht 
question that the basis of calculation was the consumption of that province it 
the pre-war days How did you make this calculation? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: I shall give the information asked foi 
by the Honourable Member after making enquiries I cannot say off-hand hot* 
the actual calculation was made 

Sreejut Bohini Kumar Ghoudhun ' In fixing the quota is any consideratior 
given to the provinces which have no textile mills ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: Yes, Sir Consideration is given to the 
present population of the province, on the basis of its pre-war consumption 
Babu Bam Narayan Singh Is it not a fact that Bihar has not been getting 
her full quota for the past two or three years? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh' I am not aware of it 
Babu Bam Narayan Singh. Will the Honourable Member enquire into tht 
matter ? 

The Honourable Mr. A A. Waugh. Certainly, Sir 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar' May I know whether m calculating tht 
consumption of goods in pre-war years, only that cloth which was manufactured 
m the Mills in India is included, or does it also include those quantities which 
were imported either from Japan or from Lancashire? 

The Honourable Mr. A A. Waugh So far as I am aware, it includes tht 
total consumption and not just the consumption of cloth made in India 
' Khan Abdul Gham Khan. What is the percentage of reduction on the 
average for the whole of India? The supply of cloth per head was reducec 
according to the scarcity of the supplies available for civilian consumption 
Will the Honourable Member tell me what was the percentage of reduction foi 
each province or for the whole of India? 

The Honourable Mr A A. Waugh. I cannot give that mformation off-hand 
I was only asked about the quantity and value of cloth for Bihar 

Mr Muhammad Nauruan 1 Has the Government got a complete record of all 
this ? 

The Honourable Mr. A A. Waugh Sir, I want notice of this question 
Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. May I know, Sir, whether in fixing s 
quota for the various provmces, the production of cloth by handlooms was alsc 
taken into consideration ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh. I believe it was 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh: May I know whether m fixing a quota for various 
districts in the province, the Provincial Governments are independent or dc 
they fix the quota in consultation with the representatives of the Government 
of India? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh 1 No, Sir The internal distribution is s 
matter for the Provincial Government 

Khan Abdul Ghani Kh a n • How does the Honourable Member fix the quota 
for a province if he does not know how much he has to cut ? 

Mr President. The Honourable Member wanted to have notice of that 
question Next question 

Quantity and Value of Kerosene Oil Quota in Bihar 
246. *Mr. Madandhari Singh: Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
ind Supplies please state 

(n) the quantity and value of the latest quota of kerosene oil allotted tA 
the Province of Bihar, 

(b) the basis on which the quota was fixed, 
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(c) whether the Honourable Member is aware of the acute scarcity of 
kerosene oil in the rural areas of the Province of Bihar, 

(d) the reason why quota of kerosene oil has been reduced m the month of 
January, and 

(e) whether Government propose to take steps to remove the scarcity in 
the near future? 

The Hopourable Mr, A. A. Waugh: (a) and (b) Kerosene quotas are not 
Axed on a Provincial/State basis as the Oil Companies* distribution arrange¬ 
ments are based on rail heads and their districts are not co-terminus with 
provincial boundaries Information regarding the exact quantity and value of 
Bihar’s quota is, therefore, not readily available, bu^ can be furnished in due 
course if the Honourable Member desires 

For the purposes of easy reckoning, the releases to the various supply areas 
of the Oil Companies are expressed in terms of percentage of their consumption 
in 1941 Current releases to all the supply areas in the country are at the 
level of 65 per cent of their 1941 off-take 

(c) The Government of India have no information Internal distribution 
is the responsibility of the Provincial Government 

(d) and (e) Releases of Kerosene had to be reduced in January in order to 
conserve up country stocks against the likely shortage due to the recent strike 
and unrest among the Oil Companies’ labour Since then, it has not only 
been restored but increased from 60 per cent of 1941 consumption (the level 
of releases prevailing in December in the supply area in which Bihar is situated) 
to 65 per cent of 1941 consumption from February 1946 onwards 

Mr Muhammad Nauman* May I know whether the Government has got 
any figures to show what was the oil consumption of that province before the 
war, and how does it compare with the present quota’ 

The Honourable Mr A. A. Waugh' I will make enquiries about that 

Prof. N. G Ranga. Will the Honourable Member consider the desirability 
of doing away with the'existing discrimination as between the rural areas and 
urban areas in the distribution of kerosene oil? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh* That is a matter for the Provincial 
Government • 

Sreejut Rohlnl Kumar CJhoudhuri May I know if any special quota is given 
to the students during their examination time? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh. I am not aware of that It is for the 
Provmcial Government to consider 

Prof N G. Ranga: May I know who decides to give greater quota of 
kerosene to towns where there is already electric lighting than what is being 
given to rural areas? Is that also for the Provincial Government to consider? 

The Honourable Mr A. A. Waugh: That is a matter of internal distribution. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga* Where will the Central Government come in in regard 
to this grievance which is felt by the rural areas’ Has the Central Govern¬ 
ment no responsibility at all for seeing that people in the rural areas do get 
sufficient quantities of kerosene oil? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: I am not aware that the rural areas do 
not get an adequate share of what is available for distribution 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: It is on the basis of that information that I have put 
this question Will the Honourable Member at least be good enough to com¬ 
municate the question and his answers to this question as well as the supple- 
mentanes to the different Provincial Governments and bring it to their notice 
the discontentment felt by the rural areas that they are not bemg dealt with 
properly ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: I am prepared to send the question and 
answers .to the Provincial Governments 
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Detention of Afghan Princes in India 

246 *Shri Sri Prakasa: Will the Foreign Secretary be pleased to state 

(a) if any Afghan princes are being detained in India, Jf so, the names of 
these, 

(b) the reasons, if any, for such detention, and 

(c) the expenditure that is being incurred on them, and the allowances that 
Jtrj oeing paid to their families? 

Mr. H. Weightman* (a) There are 10 persons detained in jail m India who 
are connected in varying degrees of remoteness with previous dynasties in 
Afghanistan Their nam*s are as follows 

(1) Sardar Ghulam Ahmad, s/o Sardar All Ahmad Jan, 

(2) Sardar Fazal Ahmad, s/o Sardar All Ahmad Jan, 

(3) Sardar All Mohammad, s/o Sardar All Ahmad Jan, 

(4) Sardar Fakir Ahmad, s/o Sardar Ah Ahmad Jan, 

(5) Musammat Shah Bano, wife of Sardar Ah Ahmad Jan, 

(6) Musammat Shah Gul, wife of Sardar Ghulam Ahmad, 

(7) Musammat Mah Gul, wife of Sardar Ghulam Ahmad, 

(8) Musammat Mah Gul, wife of Sardar Ah Mohammad, 

(9) Sardar Abdulla Jan, son of Sardar Mohd Ishaq Khan, and 

(10) Sardar Mohd Hasan Khan, s/o Sadrar Mohd Ishaq Khan 

(b) The first 4 and the last 2 in this list are detamed for reasons of State 
connected with External Affairs The 4 ladies are the dependents of Nos 1 to 
4 and accompany them by their own wish 

(c) Nos 1 to 8 receive allowances totalling Its 11,160 per annum In 
addition Government expends some Rs 4,000 per annum on the education of 
the children of Sardars Ghulam Ahmad and All Mohammad Nos 9 and 10 
have only recently been placed under detention and the question of the 
allowances to be granted to them or then families has yet to be decided 

Maintenance costs for all amount to roughly Rs 3,650 per annum 

Prof N. G. Ranga When were these gentlemen arrested and where? Was 
it m India or was it m Afghanistan? 

Mr. H Weightman* The first four on the list surrendered in India The 
ladies came to join them later The last two were agam arrested in India 

Shri Sri Prakasa Are they being detamed for any offence committed m 
India or m their own country? 

Mr. H. Weightman The position is that these people have been implicated 
in efforts to subvert the Government of a neighbouring friendly country from 
bases in India 

Shn Sri Prakasa Does not international law lay it down that political 
offenders cannot be interned m a country in this manner, and if these gentlemen 
and ladies have been committing political offences m another country, may 1 
know how the Government of India regards it its right to intern them in India ? 

Mr. H. We ig ht m a n * The offences were committed in India As I tried to 
explain they attempted to subvert the Government of a neighbouring friendly 
country, operating from bases in India 

Mr. M. Asal All. I am anxious to find out from the Honourable the External 
Affairs Secretary, how long these people are to be detained is there a limi t to 
their detention or none and also while they are in detention will their allow¬ 
ances remain where they are, or will they be raised m consonance with their 
position and status? 

Mr. &. Weightman: There were two questions 

Mr. M, Aflat All: I am sorry. 
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Mr. H. Weigh tman: One was about the length of time no time has been 
fixed No 2 was 

Mr. President: About allowances—whether they will remain at the same 
figure or be revised? 

Mr. H. Weigh tman. About allowances, I do not think there will be any 
question of revision of education allowances until the time comes when they 
are no longer required 

( b ) Written Answers 

Number of Sikh Superintendents, Assistants and Clerks in certain 
Offices 

247. *Sardar Mangal Singh (a) Will the Honourable Membei for Industues 
and Supplies please state separately the number of Sikhs employed as Superin¬ 
tendents, Assistants and Clerks in the Office of the Chief Controller of Purchase 
(Supply), Main Secretariat, Director General Supply, Director General (Dis¬ 
posals) and Chief Registration Office > 

(b) What is the number of Sikhs intended to be retained in the above cadres, 
in the above mentioned offices 9 

(c) Will he please assure that the numbei of Sikhs retamed in each category 
will not fall short of their communal proportion? 

The Honourable Hr A A Waugh (a) A statement is placed on the 
table 

(b) The information required cannot be furnished at present, as the 
strength ot the new offices ol the Directorate General, Industries and Sup¬ 
plies, (in which the Directorate General of Supply and the Chief Controller 
of Purchase (Supply) have been merged) and of the Directorate General, 
Disposals, has not been finally determined 

(c) Every effort will be made to ensure adequate representation of Sikhs 
in these posts 


Statement 


Organization 

No of Sikhs employed 

Superintendents Assistants 

Clerks 

Directorate General of Industries and Supplies 

2 

30 

19 

Mam Secretariat 

1 

13 


Directorate General of Disposals 


6 

7 

Office of the Chief Registration Officer 

1 

1 



Indians as Heads of Departments in Railway Administrations 
248 *Sri M. Ananthasayan&m Ayyangar: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Railway Member be pleased to state if he has appointed any Indian as General 
Manager or Chief Officer for the Commercial or Traffic Departments in any 
of the Railway administrations during the last year, since the Railway Adminis¬ 
trations have been taken over by the State? If so, what is the name of the 
Railway, the post, and the name of the officer? 

(b) Has any programme for Indiamsmg the heads of Departments in the 
several Railway Administrations and the Railway Board been undertaken by 
him?' 
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(c) With reference to his budget speech last year that Railways are 99| per 
cent Indian-operated, what does the other J per cent consists of, the denomina¬ 
tion of the officers, the number in the several denominations and the salaries they 
are drawing? 

(d) What steps, if any, have been taken to Indianise the remaining i per 
cent? 

(e) If no steps have been taken, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. (a) I am not quite clear as to the 
particular Railways to which the Honourable Member refers If he is seek¬ 
ing information in respect of the M A. S M , the S 1 and the B IS Rail¬ 
ways, which have been taken over by the State recently, one Indian officer 
has been appointed as Transportation Manager of the B N Railway in 1945 

(b) Administrative posts like those of Heads of Departments are Riled by 
the promotion of officers on considerations of merit More Indians will fall 
such posts when those recruited under Government’s po'icy of Indiamsation, 
which has been in force for over ten years, become eligible, by service and 
experience, for selection 

(c) Europeans comprise the quarter per cent referred to As regards the 
remaining portion of this part of the question, it is not clear what the 
Honourable Member means by ‘denomination” If he is referring to grades 
of staff, so far as gazetted officers are concerned, all available information 
will be found in the latest edition of the Classified List of Officers on Rail¬ 
ways, a copy of which is available in the Library of the House As regards 
other staff, I regret I cannot undertake to collect the information as it would 
involve an expenditure of time and labour incommensurate with the results 

(d) and (e) No steps have been taken as normal wastage among senior 
officers coupled with present policy is resulting in a rapid Indiamsation of the 
Railway services 

Number ok High Salaried Indians and Europeans in Additional 
Departments of Railways 

249 *Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (a) Will the Honourable the 
Railway Member please state whether any additional depaitments have been 
opened m any of the Railways or in the Railway Board as a wartime measure, 
or otherwise since 1939? 

(b) What is the number of additional hands employed during this period 
classified as Indians and Europeans drawing salaries of Rs 2,000 and above of 
Es 1,500 and above, of Rs 1,000 and above, and of Rs 500 and above 9 

(c) How many of them have been appointed temporarily and liow many per¬ 
manently ? 

(d) Are any of these posts leserved for e\ service military men, European 
and Indian and what is the proportion if any, of Europeans to Indians? 

(e) Now that the war is ovei have Government started any investigation as 
to what extent retrenchment could be effected in (l) the personnel (n) all 
Departments and offices, (in) salaries and (iv) allowances, and economy observed 
in the use of fuel and other materials? If not, do Government propose to 
appoint a committee for the investigation of retrenchment and economy in the 
affairs of all the Railway Administrations? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. (a) Yes 

(b) and (C) Information is bemg collected and will be laid on the table 
of the House in due course 

(d) It has been decided to reserve, for war-service personnel, 70 per cent 
of the permanent vacancies filled in a temporary capacity during the period 
from 1st June, 1942, to 31st December, 1945 The majority of the additional 
posts referred to m part (b) of the question, however, were or are on a tem¬ 
porary basis and they are not affected by this reservation As far as perma¬ 
nent gazetted posts are concerned, the regulations permit of 25 Der cent of 
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the vacancies being filled by the recruitment of those of non-Asiatic domicile 
No Europeans have however been recruited to these posts for some yeais and 
none is likely to be recruited under present conditions 

(e) No special investigation has been started but the position in respect 
of the matters mentioned is being constantly reviewed by the railway admin¬ 
istrations and the liailway Board In regard to fuel economy, the Honour¬ 
able Member is referred to the paragraph on this subject in Chapter VI of 
the latest Administration Beport, Vo’ume I Government do not consider 
the appointment of a special Committee called for at present 

Coal Situation on Railways 

250 *Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the Honourable the Rail¬ 
way Member be pleased to state if he has considered the coal situation of Rail¬ 
ways and made any proposals to Government for the purchase of any collieries 
with a view to making Railways self-sufficient m coal? If not, do Government 
propose to consider the advisability of obtaining some more collieries to work 
departmentally? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall The coal situation on railways is 
under constant day to-day scrutiny 

The Railway Department has, at the moment, no proposals foi the pur¬ 
chase of additional coal bearmg areas Any such decision might be depen¬ 
dent on the report of the Indian Coalfields Committee which Government 
have recently set up to report on the problems of Indian coal resources and 
demands 


Investigations by Mb Sankara Iyer re Assets of Railways 
251 *Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. (a) Will the Honourable the Rail¬ 
way Member please state if Mr Sankara Iyer has completed his investigation 
into the lines of the assets of the several Railways and has prepared a list of the 
assets and submitted a report thereon? If not, why not? 

(b) Have Government taken any other steps to get the assets valued on a 
scientific basis and to take a list of such assets? If so> what are those steps, 
and when are they expected to be complete? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall- (a) The Committee of which Mr 
Sankara Iyer was the Chairman, had to be wound up owing to the fact that 
Railway Administrations found themselves unable to spare, in war-time condi¬ 
tions, the staff necessary to compile and examine the large mass of statistical 
data pertaining to the Inquiry 

The Committee submitted a report which contained recommendations as 
to the manner of marshalling and examining the requisite data 

(b) The question is not fully understood, but I presume that the Honour¬ 
able Member wishes to know if any steps have been taken to resume the 
investigations which were entrusted to the Sankara Iyer Committee The 
problem has been taken up again by the officers of the Railway Board and 
a considerable amount of data has already been collected and is now under 
examination Whether the results of this investigation will be placed before 
any other expert body or bodies will be decided m due course Government 
hope to formulate their conclusions before the Railway Budget for 1947-48 is 
presented to the House. 

Retrenchment of Labour Hands on Railways and Manufacture 
of Sleepers, Rails, etc 

252. *Sii M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (a) Will the Honourable the Rail¬ 
way Member please state whether there is a proposal to retrench labour hands 
employed in Railways or Railway Workshops? If so, how many in all and 
separately from each Railway Administration? 

(b) Out of these, how many Railway Workshop men and other Railway 
coolies can be absorbed in other productive Departments of Railway jvork? 
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(c) Are EailwayB manufacturing in India all the sleepers, rails and other 
accessories necessary? If not, have Government considered the advisability 
of openmg such factories and absorbing the released workmen? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) and (b) Temporary employees 
who cannot be absorbed in railway employment are being and will have to 
be discharged but as explained in a broadcast talk by the Chief Commis¬ 
sioner of Kail ways on 22nd December, 1945, a copy of which I lay on the 
table of the House, all possible steps are being taken to reduce this number 
to a minimum by the absorption of surplus staff in other railway employment 
As the full effect of the measures which it is expected will absorb a large 
proportion of the surplus staff cannot be accurately gauged at this stage, it 
is not possible to frame a reliable estimate of the total number of persons 
who will either be absorbed or discharged 

(c) All rails, fittings and metal sleepers required by railways are already 
being manufactured in India, though not by the railways As legards the 
latter portion, it is unlikely that labour being discharged from railways can 
be employed for this purpose and even if it could, it would only produce 
unemployment elsewhere 


WITH THE COMPLIMENTS OF ALL INDIA RADIO 

No F 64/1/45 DPSr 

NOT TO BE PUBLISHED BEFORE DECEMBER 23, 1945 
FUTURE OF TEMPORARY RAILWAYMEN 

Following is the full text of a broadcast talk by Sir Arthur Griffin, C C of Railway# 
on the future of Railway personnel employed temporarily, delivered at the All India Radio, 
Delhi Station at 8-40 PM on Saturday, December 22, 1945 

I am speaking to you tonight on the vexed queetion of retrenchment of laboui on the 
In4«n Railways 

This matter has exercised the minds of many The temporary Railwaymen themselves 
are naturally apprehensive lest they lose their jobs, there are many not employed on the 
Railways who naturally and quite rightly recognise the excellent work done by the Railways 
during the critical days of the war and who hope that in return the railwaymen will have a 
square deal, and there are very many more who recognise that tfouble between the 1 ail way- 
men and the Railway administrations would have a very damaging effect on the general 
economic life of the country and retatd the piogress towards rehabilitation and develop 
ment for which we are all striving It ie my purpose to try and put the problem into 
proper perspective and to allay the fear* I have mentioned 

Much publicity has been given to a figure of 250,000 men stated to be surplus and it 
has been alleged either that the Railway Board intend to retrench this number or this 
number is likely to be retrenched I can deny outright that any such decision has ever 
been taken, nor have the Railway Board ever held the view that discharges on anything 
approaching such a scale would even ultimately prove necessary But despite contraiiction 
the fears of railwaymen have been and still are being raised by statements that this largo 
number is liable to be retrenched—that is discharged 

Thu figure of 250,000 represents the total of employees on the Railways who are tern 
porary and includes, therefore, those holding permanent post m a temporary capacity about 
which I shall speak in a moment We must first understand why this large increase haa 
occurred All are aware of India’s all out effort during the last six years which caused an 
enormous expansion in industrial activity which, with the military demands, imposed an 
nnheard of load on the railway systems Additional staff had to be employed to deal with 
these demands The number of temporary employees was also increased by the fact that 
since 1942 permanent vacancies have been filled in a temporary capacity, in view of the 
undertaking by Government that 70 per cent of such permanent vacancies occurring np 
to the end of thu month will be reserved for ex servicemen 

The balance of 30 per cent of such employees serving up to now in a temporary capacity 
are in process of being confirmed in accordance with a procedure which is equitable to all 
Those who are left as temporary, and the total is estimated at 70,000, though liable to be 
displaced by ex-servicemen will eventually, it is hoped, be absorbed in later vacancies or 
elsewhere The important point is that complete demobilisation is a relatively Blow process 
ahd in addition many such ex-servicemen will have to be trained Therefore, the process 
of displacement of such temporary staff will be correspondingly slow, and during the whole 
time there are considerable possibilities of absorption since, for one thing, such trained 
temporary staff will be given preferential treatment in filling permanent vacancies occurring 
after the eng of thu year. 
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But what about the purely temporary employees As I have said, the load on railwaya 

increased enoimously, and that load still continues The process of industrial expansion 

will still go on, and m replacement of a falling military demand there will arise the civil 
demand which up to now has had to take second place The picture dos not end there, 
however, All railways are faced with arrears of maintenance as all their resources have had to 
be used to the maximum extent and maintenance has had to be restricted to essentials 
only For the workshops alone, where so many temporary men are employed, I estimate 
that this deferred work will keep them fully busy for a very long time to come The 
possibilities of absorption of temporary staff are further increased by the programmes of 
development and rehabilitation which all Railways have in front of them, or indeed which 
in some cases aie already being tackled Railways in the past were busy developing services 
m areas already served by railways The future programme envisages plans for breaking 
mto the hinterland and assisting in developing the natural resources in areas that have 
remained undeveloped through lack of suitable transport All these factors will involve in 
some fashion or other the employment of staff and labour of various categories, and, as I 
see it, the majority of those now in temporary employ can confidently look forward to 
continued employment provided the future, always unpiedictable, does not interfere with our 
present plans If they are trained men, the Railways, will, I feel, have need for their 
services But in some cases, employment different from that which they are now perform 
ing, or lh some different locality, may have to be offered, and then it will be up to the 
individual to accept or not Whilst therefore, the Railway Board could obviously not give 
the categorical assurance asked of them by the representatives of the railwaymen that no 
man employed in any capacity, temporary or otherwise and irrespective of length of service, 
would bo discharged, they are confident from present indications and assuming that nothing 
supervenes to hinder the rapid implementation of the extensive plans for the post war 
development of India, that the work of Railways for some long time to come will entail the 
employment of numbers not far different from those now serving Up to date, as has 
already been made public, no more than about 8,000 workers, that is less than one per cent 
of the total, are likely to be discharged by the end of this year, and of these, be it noted, 
the majority are men who were engaged not on railway work, but on war work for other • 
Departments, for which the Railways were only acting as agents I hope I have been able 
to make clear the position in respect of this very important matter and that apprehensions 
in the minds of many many be allayed 
Goodnight 


India’s Representatives on the United Nations Organizations 

253 *Shri Mohan Lai Saksena - (a) Will the Foreign Secretary be pleased to 
state how the representatives of India on the United Nations Organization were 
nominated? 

(b) Who gives directions to the representatives regarding the attitude to be 
taken by them on various questions’ 

(c) What has been the total cost of the Indian Delegation up till now, and 
is it borne by the Indian Exchequer? 

(d) What is the annual contribution which India has to pay to the United' 
Nations Organization 

Mr. H Weightman (a) The representatives were nominated by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India 

(b) The Government of India 

(c) The expenses of the Indian delegates are borne by the Indian Exche¬ 
quer The expenditure incurred on the Indian Delegation up to 1st February 
is approximately Rs 35,000 

(d) The annual contributions of the members of the United Nations have 
not yet been fixed, but will probably be decided in the second part of the 
First Session of the General Assembly later on this year 

Supplementary Grant to Railways 

254. *Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Will the Honourable Member for War- 
Transport be pleased to state how the supplementary grant of Rupees 82 lacs, 
to Railway under the Head Miscellaneous for 1945-46 has been spent? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: This amount was allocated for 
expenditure on certain existing relief services and for others which it was 
intended to inaugurate Owing to the changed conditions brought about by 
the early termination of the war these additional relief services were not* 
found necessary 

2 The expenditure for the current year is estimated to be approximately/ 
only 23 lakhs 
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Representation from Postal and Telegraph Employees re Scales 
op Pay and Dearness Allowance 

256. *Shri Mohan Lai Saksena. Will the Secretary for Posts and Air be 
pleased to state whether he has received any representation from the postal and 
telegraph employees regarding the new scales of pay and the increase in the 
dearness allowance? If so, what action, if any, has been taken on it? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor. I would invite the attention of the Honourable 
Member to the reply to question No 237 by Pandit S K D Paliwal 

Short Supply of Railway Time Tables 

256. *Shri Mohan Lai Saksena 1 (a) Is the Honourable the Railway Member 
aware of the difficulties which the public is experiencing in the matter of short 
supply of Railway Time-tables? 

(b) Will he see that they are published in a larger number? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall- (a) Government has received no 
complaints in respect of inadequate supply of time-tables but is aware that, 
owing to short supply of paper and the need for economy, there has been a 
curtailment m the number made available for sale to the public 

(b) I am arranging for instructions to issue to Railways to augment the 
.future issue of time-tables as an increased supply of paper becomes available 


UNSTARRED QUESTION AND ANSWER 
News Print Quota 

35. Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhargava: (a) Will the Honourable Member 

for Industries and Supplies please lav on the table a statement showing 

(i) the newsprint quota given to papers newly started after 1942, 

(u) the newsprint quota given to newspapers that suspended publication in 
1942, but reappeared subsequently, and 

(m) the names of newspapers to whom newsprint quota was refused? 

(b) Are Government aware that newsprint quota was refused to the 
Rajasthan Kesan of Ahmedabad which suspended publication m 1942? If so, 
'Will Government state the reasons for such refusal and will Government now see 
that it is given the required quota? 

The Honourable Mr A A. Waugh (a) Two statements showmg 

(i) the names of newspapers which have been permitted to start publica¬ 
tion after 1942 under the Newspaper Control Order and the amount of news¬ 
print quotas allotted to them, and 

(u) the names of newspapers which suspended publication in 1942 but 
have been permitted to re-start publication under the Newspaper Control 
•Order together with the amount of newsprint quotas allotted to them, 
are placed on the table of the House 

(m) The collection of the information asked for would involve an outlay of 
time and labour which Government do not consider justified in present 
■conditions 

(b) The Rajasthan Kesan of Ahmedabad was refused permission to revise 
'publication on account of the newsprint supply position The position has 
further deteriorated and does not admit of grant of quotas for new journals 
or for revival of journals The matter can be reconsidered if and when the 
vnewspnnt supply position shows substantial improvement 
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A .— Owing the names of newspapers whush have been permitted to start publication under the News¬ 
paper Control Order together with the amount of newsprint quota allotted »n each case (u pto 
30th Jan. 1946). 


£ 

No 

1 

Name of newspapers 

2 

Place of 

publication Language 

3 4 

Monthly 
ration of 
newsprint 
allotted 

5 

1 

Achikna Uiam monthly 

Tura (Assam) 

T C Q Lbs, 
(Shifted to 
paper) 

0 4 14 

2 

Shillong Times 

Shillong 

J 

Young Assam 

Sylhet 

0 1 0 16 

4 

Taroon Assam 

Debrugarh 

0 5 0 0 


Muslim Times daily and Muslim Times 

Mr Chikadi’a weekly newspaper 
Commercial India weekly 
Janata weekly 

RCA Bulletin of the Photophomo 
Equipments Ltd fortnightly 
Bulletin of the Pieoegoods and Yam 
Merchants’ Association of India 
Prabudha Vishaya 
Indian Women’s Magazine monthly 
Belaku 

A Monthly bulletin started by Mahratta 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus - 


Bombay 

Bombay 

Bombay 

Dharwar 


Gujerati 

Kannada 

English 

Hindi 


1 Morning News daily Calcutta English 

2 Nationalist daily A Hindustan weekly Calcutta English 

-3 Natun Jeeban monthly Calcutta Bengali 

4 Indo Soviet Journal fortnightly Calcutta English 

5 Prathinodh daily Calcutta Bengali 

'6 People’s Voice daily Calcutta English 

7 China Review daily Calcutta Chmese 

8 Saturday Mail weekly Calcutta English 

9 Jagran weekly Calcutta Bengali 

10 Quarterly of Sino Indian Studies Calcutta English 

11 Indian Capital weekly Calcutta English 

12 Dacca Mail dally and Usha daily Calcutta Bong ah 

13 Millat weekly Calcutta Urdu 

14 Eastern Express Calcutta English 

15 Chmese Government Gazette fortnightly 

and Chun Wah Youth Piotonal (Paper 
Branch) Calcutta 

16 Bharat daily Calcutta 

17 Swadhinata daily Calcutta 

18 A1 Hilal daily Calcutta 


6 00 0 0 
14 16 1 0 

0 4 0 0 
0 3 0 0 

0 12 2 1* 
Ceased publi- 

0 14 2 0 

0 4 10 

0 1 1 18 
0 0 3 6 

0 3 0 0 

1 10 0 0 
1 10 0 0 
0 15 0 0 

8 0 0 0 


Poona 


0 0 18 
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2 


3 4 5 


Bombay —contd 


11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
10 
20 

21 

22 


Hindu Sanghathen weekly 
Weekly newspaper started by M/s Anand 
Mudranalaya 
A weekly in Concanium 
Challenge weekly 
Advance weekly 
A1 Hafeez monthly 

Abhudaya, Allahabad to start Bombay 
edition 

Fortnightly All India Radio 
Dalit Bharat 

An English daily to be started by Mr 
Hooseinbhoy A Lalljee 
One Nation weekly 

Hindi edition of the Federation of Piece- 
goods and Yarn Merchant Association 


Bombay . 

Ahmedabad 

Bombay 

Bombay 

Bombay 

Dhulia 

Bombay 

Bombay 

Bombay 

Bombay 

Bombay 


English 


Total 


T C Q Lbs. 


0 15 0 0 

0 1 2 12 
0 1 1 24 

0 3 0 0 
0 10 0 0 
0 0 1 12 

0 12 3 14 
0 12 5 

0 0 0 24 

2 0 0 0 
0 5 0 0 

0 0 0 50 


7 10 0 26 


1 Baluchistan Samachar 


Central Provinces and Berar 


Total 


2 

3 


Udyama 

Wikaaw 


lady 

' Weekly 


Nagpur Hindi edition 

Nagpur Marathi 

Jubbulpore 
Nagpur 


0 4 1 10 
0 3 0 0 
3 0 0 0 
0 7 0 0 


Total 


3 14 1 10 


Delhi 


1 Naya Hindustan dady 

2 Investment and Finance weekly 

3 Bi monthly supplement of the Eastern 

Economist 

4 Indian Overseas 
6 Aditi quarterly 

6 Two weeklies by Dr 8yed Abdul Latif, 

Bangi Dara and Charion 

7 Registered Accountant monthly 

8 Rural People weekly 

9 Bharat weekly 

10 Anwar e Sahar 

11 Millat dady 


Delhi 

Delhi 


New Delhi 
New Delhi 
New Delhi 


Delhi 

Delhi 

New Delhi 

Delhi 

Delhi 

Delhi 


Madras 

1 Powra Shakti dady Cahout 

2 Dmasan daily Madras 

3 Picturepost monthly Madras 

4 Muslim India, weekly Madras 

5 Grow More Food bulletin'fortnightly Madras 


6 Tiruppur Cotton Market 

monthly 

7 Justicite weekly 

8 Indian Journalist 

9 Tudu Oolagam weekly 

10 Janmabbumi 

11 Morning 8tar dady 


Tiruppur 

Erode 

Madras 

Madras 


Madras 


Hindi 

English 

English 

English 

Urdu and 
English 
En glish 
English 

Urdu 

Urdu 

Total 


1 10 0 15 
0 2 0 1 

0 0 3 12 
0 0 3 15 
0 0 2 16 

12 2 0 
0 0 3 12 
0 5 2 & 
0 2 1 17 
0 1 1 20 
0 8 0 0 


3 15 1 7 


Malaya! am 

Tamil 

English 

Tflnghah 

English, 
Telugu and 
Tamil 


3 6 10 
7 10 0 O 
0 3 0 15 
0 5 2 14 
0 1 0 14 
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Madras —contd 


12 An English daily started by Hon’ble 

Thimmala Rao 

13 Registered Accountant’s monthly 

14 Bala monthly 

16 South Indian Journal of Economics 
quarterly 

16 A Telugu weekly journal by N V 

Seshiah 

17 Anglo Telugu weekly Rayalseema 

18 A Tamil daily to be started by K T M 

Ebrahim 

10 Jai Bheim weekly in English from 
Madras and in Telugu from 


Bezwada 

Madras 

Madras 


English 

English 

Malaya 


0 l 2 10 
1 12 0 0 


• 20 Churoh Messenger 

21 Pasban daily 

22 Postman Herald, 

23 Hindustan weekly 


Urdu 

Total 


! D College, 
1 Finance 


2 Monthly News Simla 

3 Sant Sepahi Amntsar 

4 Quarterly Commercial Bulletin Qadiau 

6 An Urdu daily to be started byAhrar 

Party . . Lahore 


1 Sind Times weekly 


1 Savdhan weekly 

2 Bharat Varash, daily' . 

3 Singh weekly 

4 A monthly Journal by 

Cultural Sooiety 

6 Laher monthly , . ■ 


Untied Provinces 

Cawnpore 
Cawnpore 
. Cawnpore 


Hindi 

English 

Punjabi 


2 16 
1 12 
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1 2 

3 

4 

S 

United Provinces —oontd. 


T C Q Lbs. 

6 Sanmarg daily 

7 Tarjuman fortnightly 

8 Tiagi monthly 

0 Garhwal Samachar fortmghtly 

10 Yugvani 

11 Tanvir Daily 

12 Quami Awaz daily 

13 A1 Amin 

Lucknow 

Meerut 

Garhwal 

Ettah 

Lucknow 

Lucknow 

Hindi 

Urdu , 

Hindi 

2 0 0 0 

0 0 1 14 

0 0 0 21 

0 0 3 6 

0 0 1 20 

2 0 0 0 

4 0 0 0 

0 8 0 0 



Total 

9 11 2 0 



Grand Total 

102 16 1 22 

B —Owing the names oj newspapers which have been permitted to be issued at more frequent inter¬ 
vals or which have been allowed to start new editions from other places under the Newspaper Con • 
trol order 

Serial Kama of newspaper Place of 

No publication 

1 2 3 

Language 

4 

Bation of 
Newsprint 
allotted per 
month 

5 

1 Assamiya Gauhati . Assam 


T C Qr Lba. 

1 10 0 0 

1 Indian Economist 

Bengal 

. Calcutta 


0 3 0 0 

1 Patna Times daily 

Bihar 

. Patna 

English 

0 18 0 0 

Bombay 

1 Kcsari . . . Poona . 

Central Provinces and Berar 


No increase 

1 Tarun Bharat daily 

2 Maharastra daily 

Nagpur 
Nagpur . 

Marathi 

2 0 0 0 

2 4 2 0 

1 Hurnyat daily 

2 Manshoor daily 

Delhi 

Delhi 

Delhi 

Urdu 

Urdu 

0 17 2 16 

3 4 0 0 

1 Prajashakti 

2 Chandrika 

3 Deshabhimam 

Madras 

Telecherry 

Calicut 


2 11 1 0 

1 18 0 O 

3 0 0 0 

1 Ajeet daily 

2 Nawai Waqt 

Punjab 

Lahore 

Lahore 

Urdu . 

Urdu 

4 10 0 0 

1 16 0 0 

1 Sindhi, Sukkur 

Sind 

. Sukkur 


0 6 0 0 

1 Jiddat daily 

2 Amnta Bazar Patnka* 

3 Telegraph* (Calcutta) 

United Provinces 

Moradabad 
Allahabad edi- 

Cawnpore edi- 

Urdu 

English • 

English 

0 11 1 0 

6 0 0 0 

(11 2 14 


Grand total . 

31 0 1 1 


•Permitted to start new editions from other places 
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STATEMENT IJ 

Newspapers which suspended publication in 1942 but have been permitted to restart publication 
under the Newspaper control Order 


Monthly 

Serial Name of newspaper rat on of 

No 0. newspr nt 

allotted 


1 Nawajyot 

2 Surma 

3 Tarun Assam 

4 Bhondor 
6 Bharat 

6 Forward 

7 Gul Bag cha 

8 Rashtravan 

9 \1 Islah 

10 Awaz 

11 Bharat 

12 Gaokar 

13 Lokshakt 

14 Samarath 

10 YoogChtra 
18 Agran 

17 Arya Bhanu 

18 Bharat Samachar (da ly) 

19 Mathrubhum (da ly) 

20 Mathrubhum (weekly) 

21 Morn ng Standard 

22 Nav Jeevan 


Ajmer Meruiara 
Assam 


B har 
Bombay 


C P <k Berar 
Madras 


23 Andhra Jyot 

24 Navajeevan 

25 b lha Dharma (Quarterly) 

28 Chandrodayam 

27 V llage Ooz an 

N W t P 


28 Sher Sarhad 

Punjab 

29 Ramgarhia Educat onal Magaz ne 

30 Tal m o Tarb at 

31 Vak 1 Jadd 

Snd 


32 Congress 

33 Dukhayal 

34 H ndu 

35 H ndvas 

36 Swaraiya 

Vi 

37 Brahman Samachar 

38 Chamcham 

39 Da ly Sandesh 

40 Janmat 

41 Lai Bujhakar 

42 Nat onal Herald 

43 Shakt (for elect on period only) Almora 

44 Ujala Agra 

45 Sainik da ly & weekly 

46 Bakar Sakha 

47 Savdhan weekly 

48 Da ly Vir Bharat Cawnpore 

49 Sandhya J wan 

60 Wazedar weekly 

61 Jam Sandeah Agra 
52 Taza Tar Agra 


T C Qr lbs 
0 110 

0 0 2 16 

0 6 0 0. 

0 3 3 O’ 

4 4 0 0 
0 10 2 0* 

0 0 3 6 

2 12 0 O' 

0 8 2 O' 

0 12 0 O 
0 0 3 6 
0 2 19 

3 13 2 O' 

0 1 0 14 

0 3 1 10- 
10 0 0 

0 0 2 19 , 
7 3 1 O’ 

6 17 3 0 
15 10 

9 13 2 O 

0 5 0 0- 

0 2 0 16, 

0 0 0 21 
0 0 1 2 
0 14 2 14 
0 9 0 27 

0 0 1 10 

0 2 2 15 
0 12 3 10 
0 0 2 16 

0 1 0 16 
0 0 I 17 

4 10 0 0 
0 15 0 0 
0 4 3 16 

0 0 1 F 

0 0 0 21 
0 13 0 14 
0 0 2 0 
0 0 1 10 

10 3 2 0 
0 10 0 0 

1 1 0 15 

2 0 0 0- 
0 0 1 10 
0 0 110. 

0 9 1 14 
0 0 3 0 
0 0 2 15 
0 2 2 0 
0 114 


61 16 2 3 
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Hr. President. Before 1 take up the consideration of the adjournment 
12 N motions that I have received, 1 believe there is a small point 
00N about answers to questions which I would like to make clear to 
the House There was some misunderstanding also on my part about it 
.and 1 beheve as a result thereof there was some injustice ^one to the 
Honourable the Home Member, 

While answering certain questions yesterday, he stated that these were 
questions for another Honourable Member to reply and not for him, and I 
said that the Honourable Member who put in the questions may state the 
questions again oi even without stating them again the answers would be 
given The in is understanding was due to the fact that ordinarily when 
questfcns are addressed to a wrong Member of the Government, the Assembly 
Otface is not authorised to put the correct name of the Government member 
in the question It is for the Department to whose representative the 
question has been wrongly addressed to liifoim the Assembly Office as to 
which Government member the question should have been addressed If, by 
the time such communication is sent to the Assembly ofhee the question list 
is not printed, the necessary corrections are made before the list of questions 
goes to the Honourable Members But if the’communication comes later on 
after the questions are printed then the Government Member to whom 
that question is originally put and m whose name the question first appears m 
the printed list, merely states that the question has to be replied by so and 
so Automatically that question goes in the next list immediately when the 
turn of that particu'ar Government Member comes before the House 

That is, I am told the practice, and therefore if an answer comes in that 
* the question is to be replied to by such and such a Department, it does not 
mean a refusal on the part of the particular Member of Government to reply 
It means it was wrongly addressed to him by the questioner and that it would 
come in another list for the next day on which the Government Member con¬ 
cerned has to reply That was the misunderstanding I think with three ques¬ 
tions—Nos 188, 189 or some other number The Honourable the Home Member 
said they were questions for the External Affairs Member or some other Member 
to reply to 

Shn Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Eural) May we take it that the question that is so transferred would be put 
down on the earliest date 9 After the one for which it was originally notified? 

Mr President' Certainly, it would be put down for the earliest date for the 
Government Member concerned for which the question list has not already been 
printed, provided that—the questioner has not exhausted his quota of five 
starred questions for that day If he has already exhausted his quota he will 
have to give fresh notice of the question 

Shri Sri Prakasa I will state a case I sent in questions and they were 
transferred from the Home Department to the Foreign Department I sent 
them for the 12th One has been put down for today the 13th and another for 
the 19th So I wanted to know whether this has been done to suit the conveni¬ 
ence of the Departments concerned or it is just an accident 

Mr. President If it is a question of convenience, I should say the conveni¬ 
ence of all concerned 

Shri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Eural) Arising out of this, I gave a short notice question 
and the Honourable Member in charge of it was unable to accept it Is it 
necessary for me to give longer notice so that it may appear on the paper? 
If it causes inconvenience with respect to other questions, could it be put on 
the ordinary sheet for the next day? 

Mr. President' It will be for the Honourable Member to say so But that 
matter also may be discussed later outside the House if there is any inconvem- 
■ence I merely mention this matter for the fact that I thought that Honour- 
-able Members earned the impression that the Honourable the Home Member 
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treated them with scant courtesy when he said that these questions would be 
answered by another Member This was the misunderstanding and that is how 
the situation has arisen 

Mr M Asal All (Delhi General) I was one of those who happened to parti 
cipate m the little sparring that took place on the occasion I was under no 
misconception about the procedure adopted My mam point was that the 
amount of red tapism which we generally resort to in this House or in the 
Secretariat on the other side can be curtailed by a direct approach and a d rect 
method It should be possible for the Member to whose Department ques 
tion is addressed to pass it on to the right department and just mention the 
fact to the Legislative Assemb y Department In which case the question 
would automatically go down on the right order paper 

Mr President That would be raising a different question altogether All 
that I wanted to make clear todav was that even unintentionally there sho Id 
not be that kmd of feeling that the Honourab e the Home Member was guilty 
of scant courtesy and as I was mistaken ou the situation myself I thought I 
should make it clear to the House 

Vow we take up the adjournment motions 


MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Cloth I amine in Northwest Frontier Province 

Mr President I have received notice for the adjournment of the business 
of the House from Khan Abdul Gham Khan to discuss a definite matter of» 
urgent public importance namely 

Cloth famine in North West Frontier Province 
I do not see how this is a definite matter It appears to be very vague 
Khan Abdul Ghanl Khan (North West Frontier Province General) I am 
willing to explain to you that there is a very definite and senous c oth famine 
m the North West Frontier Province There has been no noise about it id 
the newspapers for the simple reason that we have not got a newspaper and 
we are not a noisy people We have tried to make this m serable allotment 
stretch and stretch Special police had to be ca'led in and there is really a 
very serious scarcity You know Sir that the Industries Member in reply 
to my short notice question a few days ago said that he had given 18 yards 
pei head to the N W F P It sounds very good it is one of the highest 
quotas in India but there is just a little catch in it If the same principle 
of doth rationing had been applied to food rationing—I want to say this to 
make my point clear—no quota has been fixed for minimum requirements either 
for the province or the people but mere'y the consumption before the war was 
taken into consideration and that was reduced by 40 50 or 60 per cent The 
Honourable Member has refused to say by how much he has reduced it but 
looking at the scarcity in my area I am sure it cannot be under 50 per cent 
Now Sir, in regard to food rationing if you had taken the consumption per 
man 

Mr President I do not want to intervene in the Honourable Member s 
speech but I would like to tell h m that he should address himself on the 
question of the admissibility of the motion and not go into the merits 

Khan Abdul Ghanl Khan Sir there is a definite scarcity and if you admit 
that there is a scarcity in my province then it is urgent The Honourable 
Members answer was that there was no scarcity we were getting 18 yards per 
head I am trying to prove that the system of rationing that was app’ied to 
the N W F P was not correct and therefore it has caused a scarcity The 
point is that if you had taken the ration of a poor man before the war and 
the ration of a nch man who gave ten parties per week and cut the rations of 
both by ten per cent you would be starving one man and overfeeding the other 
Even before the war we in the N W F P were buying the barest minimum. 
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[Khan Abdul Gham Khan] 

because we could not buy moie That minimum was. uit by another 50 per 
cent and the result was that we had no cloth to put on, altnough we are the 
people who need the most cloth, because we have the coldebt climate and 
the wind is bitterly cold m the winter We require more cloth than the ordi¬ 
nary person in the United Piovmces iou take my own chaddar it is enough 
to clothe a vi'lagei m C P 

Mr. President. What has the Honourable Member in charge to say about it? 

The Honourable Mr. Waugh (Member for Industries and Supplies) Sir, 
when the Honourable Member asked me a question a short time ago I was 
not aware what cut was made as compared with the pre-war consumption in 
the N -W I P My Honourable colleague mtornis me that the cut was 
negligible, and the deficiencies are due to the natural increase m population 

On the subject of the motion I would like to submit that this cannot be 
treated as urgent The N -W F Provincial Government, along with other 
Provincial Governments, last September unanimously agreed to allocation of 
cloth for all different provinces, allocating the N W F, P at the rate of 18 
yards per head of the popu'ation They then reported on the 4th October 
that the situation, though difficult, was improving They aie supposed to 
send us a quarterly report, but we have heard nothing more at all from that 
> Government up to date, and I submit, Sir, that if the amount of cloth actu¬ 
ally being received against the allocation weie tailing considerably short of 
the quota, we would most certainly have heaid bitter complaints from the 
Provincial Government In the absence of more details to show that a very 
urgent situation has arisen, I cannot myself think that it is urgent, but if 
my Honourab'e friend would like to give me any details in his possession, I 
would certainly go into the matter and take it up with the Textile Commis¬ 
sioner and the Provincial Government 

Mr President I do not think I can give my consent to this adjournment 
motion 

Disbandment op W»A C (I) 

Mr President The next adjournment motion is by. Mi Frank Anthony to 
censuie the Government foi its intention to disband the W A C (I) 

Mr. Frank R Anthony (Nominated Non-Of&eial) Sir, may I explain I 
only came to know of this yesterday when the Wai Secretary made a reply in 
the House The matter is urgent as it involves the disbandment of several 
thousands of people and I understand (I am open to coirection) that the Com- 
mander-in-Chief made a statement to the effect that a nucleus of this corps 
was to be retained on a permanent basis Thev have resiled from that 
undertaking 

An Honourable Member Will the Honourable Member speak up 9 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony . I understood that the Commander m-Chief had 
given an undertaking and an assurance that a nucleus of this corps would be 
retamod on a permanent basis That is my information I am open to 
correction I want to know why the military authorities have resiled from 
this undertaking Because if you are going to disband this corps you are 
going to create disillusion and bitterness among peop’e who have rendered 
faithful and loyal war service I want to know whether any undertaking was 
given or any statement made’ 

it r p t Mason (Government of India Nominated Official) Sir, I may be 
wildly* optimistic but I did hope that on this question there was just a faint 
chance that I might be in agreement, or rather that the House might be m 
aereement with me, for once As to the question of the undertaking, I think 
if mv Honourable friend would look at' the statement made by the Comman¬ 
der in-Chief he, will find that what the Commendef-ltf-Cbief Mi ms that' he 
personally would he inclined to consider the matter* f*#u*Wf £d^ riot 
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think he gave a definite assurance I wou'd welcome, I have no objection 
whatever to discussing this matter, if the House wishes to, but I do not 
thmk it is really technically an urgent matter of public importance, because 
the announcement was made in the press on the 30th of last month and X 
have mentioned it not only yesterday but on two previous occasions, once in 
connection with the adjournment motion by Mr Ayyangar but I have no 
objection to discussing it again in the House 

Mr. Frank E Anthony. Sir, may I explain I was not to blame I was 
on tour The first intimation that i received was yesterday I feel that the 
position was, that provided the coips is made into an Indian-controlled orga 
nibation, they will have no objection to its retention on a permanent basis 

Mr. President. The conc’usion is that the Honourable Member does not 
•wish to press his motion? 

Mr. Frank E. Anthony Yes, Sir, I do 

Sir Cowaajee Jehangir (Nominated Non Official) May I rise to a point of 
order, Sir On the question of urgency one cannot plead ignorance The 
matter was published m the press I am talking on principle The matter 
was published in tht papers sometime ago If an Honourable Member is 
unfortunate enough not to have read it or if nont of his fuends had communi¬ 
cated that mfoi niation to him it cannot be utgent bo far as this House is 
concerned, it may be uigent with regard to that individual member It was 
his misfortune not to have read the uewspapers and it was his misfortune not 
to have been informed by his fuends but that does not entitle him to come to 
this House with this motion 

Mr President I do not think it is a rnattei of urgency, and I therefore 
do not give my consent to it 


IUual Discrimination in tiie W AC (l 

Mr President Then there is an adjournment motion in the name of Mr 
Ayyangar and Mr Venkatasubba Reddiar relating to 

“The racial discrimination shown by the Government of India in the recruitment, ti eat 
ment, piom tan, etc , of Indians in the W A C (I), resulting in the .resignation of ir, i vy 
liidnn members of the W A C (I ) ’ 

I undeistood from the Honourable Member for Government that this corps 
is now going to be disbanded, keeping some kind cf a nucleus So the mot’on 
seems to m to be moie 01 less of a soit of pest mortem What is the 
urgency of the motion now? 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Sir, it w is only yesterday that he said 
it After a'l it is very difficult to induce Indian ladies to join any institu¬ 
tions staited for puiposes of war One after another they were obliged to 
resign, because junior members were promoted over their heads Yesterday 
he said that Miss Ranga Rao resigned on the ground of alleged discrimination 

Mr President Order, order I would just invite the Honour ible 
Member’s attention to the difficulty I have been feeling and that is that the 
Honourable Member is trying to bring a motion over Bumethmg which 
happened in the long past Where is the urgency about it? 

8rl M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: The urgency is there as long as this 
institution continues there is always the possibility of racial discrimination 
being made and the disbanding of it is for the purpose of avoiding a dis¬ 
cussion of this racial discrimination Why shou’d it be disbanded in spite of 
the assurance that was given, as my friend Mr Prank Anthony pointed out 
just novV? This is only a device in view of what has happened' and what is 
likely to happeti to our nationals so long as the institution is there No 
greater itisiilt could be'offered 1 to this' country thatt this We are all smarting 
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Mr. P. Mason, ho 1 uan only &ay that 1 have no objection to the dis 
cutsMcm of this question at uJl Uut this motion seems to me to have infinite¬ 
ly 'ess justification for being regarded as urgent than the previous one, 
because what the Honourable Member would cull racial discrimination, and 
What I call selective piomotion, is continuing steadily and will continue until 
the time when the coips wil' be disbanded which we hope will be as soon as 
possible 

Sri M. Anantaasayanam Ayyangar. Are you piepaied to have an impartial 

committee to go into this matter? 

Mr President 1 am not inclined to hold this as a matter of urgency 


I Mil SC KlM IN ATE AliRLST OB MUSLIM Le\GUE \\ ORKER3 AND OTHER DEMONSTRATORS 
AND WWlON UbE OB HANDCUEBS AND CHAINS BY DBLHI POLICE 

Mr President. Next is the motion of Mr Nauman to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely 

The indiscriminate arrest of large number of Muslim League woikers and others in 
Delhi and wanton use of handcuffs and chains by Delhi Police on 12th February 1946, in 
connection with peaceful hartal and protest demonstration staged by the Delhi public against 
the discriminatory treatment meted out to Capt Abdur Rashid and the demand for release 
of I N A personnel 

I am not sure, but I think, I read m the morning papers that some of 
these people who were arrested were remanded Was the remand through a 
magistrate s court? Am I right about this information? I want to know 
the facts The point I want to know is whether any legal proceedings have 
been launched m respect of these men 

Mr Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Ohoti Nagpui cum Orissa Muham 
madan) To the best of my knowledge no legal proceedings have been taken 
They have been arrested under the D IB That is my information They 
are in the Delhi police station 

Mr President I carried the impression of the word remand in some 
paper Remand perhaps implies that some kind of charge is framed after 
people are produced before a magistrate 

Mr M Asaf AU That infoimation can be supplied bv the Honourable 
Home Member 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Rural) Ordi¬ 
narily a man is taken befoie a magistrate and then the charge is framed 
against him 

The Honourable Sir John Thome (Home Member) Sir the facts which I 
have ascertained this morning are that 37 people have been anested and not 
over a'hundred as stated in a newspaper—and I was told at 10 o clock this 
morning that they are being charged today in court 

Mr President Have the proceedings already been launched or are they 
going to be launched? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome • Yes, I have been told at 10 o clock that 
the charges were to be filed when the court opened at 10 30 

Mr M. Asaf All* In that case, the position as I understand it wi'l be this 
until thf case is actually sub ludice, the adjournment motion will be admis 
Bible If m the course of the day they charge these people with any parti 
cular offence the case will become sab judtce and it will mean that at four 
o clock we sha'l not be able to discuss it That is the position 

Mr. President: That seems to me to be the position 

Blr Muhammad Yamin Khan: The Honourab’e Member savs he is not 
defin-te that the cases have been launched he savs tbev are going to be and 
wt do not know Whether the magistrate actually turned up at 10 o’clock or 
not and whether the case has been filed or not—he is not sure So this 
cannot be called sith judtce because the magistrate Is not seized of the case 
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Mr. President: The matter is clear to me 1 may assure the Honourable 
Deputy President that at present so far as our information goes the matter 
is not sub judiae i have previous piecedents ot this House in which, as the 
Honourable Mr Asaf All pointed out, if by four o clock the legal proceedings 
are started then the adjournment motion will have to be dropped But 1*0 
long as the facts stand as at present, I think it is an important mattei and 
1 will take up this motion foi discussion at 4 o’clock 

Mr M. Asaf All. May I just add one word 9 Although the cases them¬ 
selves may become su6 judtce, the fact of these people being handcuffed will 
not be sub judice, and that can always be dealt with 

Mr, President: That we shall consider I had that point a'so m my mind, 
but I preferred to wait to give expression to it till 4 o clock 

Mr. Abdyr Rahman Siddlqi (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadan Urban) 
May I respectfully submit that the adjournment motion has nothing to do 
wPb court proceedings 9 It is about handcuffs and about the treatment meted 
out to these people The police were dealing with normal conditions, and 
we are naturally anxious to have the matter venti'ated here Whatever 
happens in the court will be outside the scope of the adjournment motion 

Mr. President. I am afraid the Honourable Member did not perhaps 
*dlow what I said 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi That is my misfortune 

Mr President. The adjournment motion cledrly states mdix< uminate 
arrest ot large number of Muslim League workers and others in Delhi That 
i> how it begins, so, whether the arrests were indiscriminate or discriminate 
is a matter which may be tested in a court of law, with which th's House 
vvil 1 not be concerned if legal proceedings aie taken The other part—it is 
all one and the same tiansuction—speaks of ‘wantou use of handcuffs and 
chains by Delhi Police , as I said, that matter was in my mmd, but at the 
present stage the whole motion >s being admitted and that other question does 
not arise at present When the Honourable Member, Mr Asaf All, put that 
q mstion to me, I said I had that in mmd and will consider that aspect of 
the case at four o’clock The question of handcuffs and chains will certainly 
not be sub judice, as that is a different matta Tie m-tion will be taken 
at 4 p.m 

Sari Sri Prakasa Sir, will you please instruct the Honourable Home 
Member not to make it sw6 judice before 4 pm, today 

AMENDMENT OF THE INDIAN AIRCRAFT RULES 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor (Secretary, Posts and Air Department) Sir, I lay 
on the table a copy of the Posts arid Air Department s Notification No 11- 
M(A)l/46, dated the 23rd January, 1946, making certain further amendments 
to the Indian Aircraft Rules, 1037, under sub-section (3) of section 5 of the 
Indian Aircraft Act, 1934 

DEPARTMENT OF POSTS AND AIR 
Notification 

New Delhi, the 23rd January, 1946 

A o 11 M (A) 1/46—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 5 of the Indian 
_ Aircraft Act, 1934 (XXII of 1934), the Central Government is pleased to direct that tha 
following further amendments shall be made in the Indian Aircraft Rules, 1937, namely — 

I In the said Rules,— 

(a) for the words "Governor General m Council" wherever thev occur, the words ""Central 
Government" shall be substituted and such consequential amendments as the ru'es of 
grammar may require shall be made, 

(b) for the words "Director of Civil Aviation in India” wherever they occur, the woids 
"Director General of Civil Aviation w India” shall be substituted, 

(c) In sub rule (1) of rule 3,— 

(i) after the definition of "Airship" the followng definition shall he inserted, namely — 

‘ "Air transport service” means a service of aircraft for the purpose of effecting public 
transport of passengers, goods or mails f ’ 
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( 11 ) after the definition of ‘‘Course ’ the following definit’on shall be inserted, namely — 

‘ “Director General’’ means the Director General of Civil Aviation injndia,’ 

(in) after the definition of “Public transport aircraft” the following definition shall be 
inserted, namely — 

' “Scheduled air transpoit seivice ’ means an air tianspoit service between places defined in 
a time table or otheiwise aaveitieed, whether opeiatmg at regular prefixed times or not,’ 

(d) in rule 17, after the words Any licence the brackets, words and figures “(other than, 
a lieence issued under Part XIII)” shall be inseited, 

(e) in rule 38,— 

(1) in the first proviso to clause (2) for the words ‘regular scheduled air service” the 
words “scheduled air transport service’ shall be substituted, 

(u) the second proviso to clause (2) shall be omitted, 

(f) Part XIII and rules 134 to 139 contained therein shall be renumbered as Part XIV 

and rules 156 to 161 leapectrvely, and before Part XIV as so renumbered, the following Part 
and rules shall be inseited, namely — 

‘PART XIII—LICENSING OF AIR TRANSPORT SERVICES ” 

134 An Tran«port services to be licensed —No air transport seivice shall after the 1st 
October 1946, be established or shall operate within British India except undei the authonty 
of, and in accordance with, a licence issued under this Part 

Provided that the Central Government may permit the operation of air transpoit services 
to or across British India from and to places outside British India by persons not domiciled 
in British India or by companies registeied elsewhere than in Butish India, with aiicraft 
registered elsewhere than in India on such teims and conditions as it may think fit 

Proviaed further that the Centra] Goveinment may, subject to such conditions as it may 

think fit to impose, peimit the operation of an tiansport seivices which are not scheduled 
air transpoit seivices for the carnage of passengei", mails oi goods without any licence 

135 Air Transport Licens ng Board —(i) lhe authonty chaiged with the duty of examin¬ 
ing applications foi licences to oj.ente mi tiaii«poit seivices and of issuing amending, suspend 
ing or revoking such licences shall be the Vir Tiansport Licens ng Board, heiemafter refeired 
Vo as the “Board ’ 

(2) The Boatd shall consist of a Chan man appointed by the Central Government who 
shall be a peison who is or has been a judge of a High Court in British India, the Dueclor 
General who shall be the Deputy Chaniuan, and three Members appointed by the Central 
Government, one with special knowledge of aviation or air tianspoit anothei with special 
6xpeilence of financial matteia and the thud appointed in <onsultation with the Crown 
Representative 

(3) The term of office of the Chau-nan and of any of thq Memheis shall be such period 
not exceeding 5 years as the Central Government may in each case specify in the older 
appointing him as such Chau man or Member 

Provided that the Chauman anil any Member of the Board shall on the expiry of the 
original term of appointmmt be eligible to be leappointed tor a further penod not exceeding 
five years 

Provided further that the Central Government may if it thinks fit, terminate at any 
time the appointment or reappointment of the ( hairman or any Memhei of the Board 

(4) During the tempoiary absence of the Chairman the duties of his office shall be per¬ 
formed by the Deputy Chauman, and during the temporary absence of a Member of the 
Board the Cential Goveinment may, if it thinks fit, appoint a peison to be a temporary 
Member for the period of such absence 

(5) No act or proceeding of the Board shall be invalid by reason only of the existence of 
a vacancy in the Board 

136 Pouers of the Board —(1) The Board shall have power, subject to the provisions of 
these Rules, to decide whether a service of aiicraft constitutes a scheduled air transport 
service within the meaning of these Rule«, to grant a licence for the operation of a 
scheduled air transport service wholly within India or from India to a place or places outside 
India on such conditions as it may think fit, to refuse to grant a licence applied for, and 
to amend, suspend or revoke a licence 

(2) The Boaid shall have power to requite the declaration of the truth of any statements 
Submitted to it, to inspect or cause to be inspected any premises, aircraft or other tilings 
Which appear to it to be necessary, to require tne submission of additional information by an 
applicant for a licence, to require the applicant to attend before the Board for the purpose of 
giving evidence in support of his application, to receive and consider the representations of 
any third party whom it consideis to have an interest in regard to any application for a 
licence and to publish such particulars regarding an application for a licence as it considers 
necessary for the purpose of these Rules 

Provided that the Board shall not disclose or require the applicant to disclose to any 
third party information concerning the financial resources of the applicant, or any fr»«nn.»i 
or technical data concerning his application 
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137 Applications —(1) Application! for a licence to operate an air transport service shall 
be made to the Director General not less than three months before the date on which it lb 
desired to commence the service un'ess the Board has appointed a last date for the receipt of 
applications in which case the applications shall be made on or before that date Applications 
for a temporary licence, t e , a licence to operate an air transport service for a period not 
exceeding 60 days, shall be made to the Director General not less than 15 days before the 
date on which it is desired to commence the service, provided that the Board may relax 
this requirement in any case of emergency 

(2) The application shall be made on a form which will be supplied by the Dnector 
General on request, shall be signed by the person applying for the licence and if made by 
any corporate body shall be signed by a person duly authorised in that behalf by such body 
and shall be accompanied by such information as may be required for the purposes of these 
Rules 

138 Publication of applications —The Board shall except in the case of applications for a 
temporary licence cause to be published in the Gazette of India and m not less than two 
daily newspapers particulars regaidmg each application lor a been e as set out in Section 
A of Schedule VII to these Ru'es and a statement of the date not be ng le*s than 30 days 
after the date of publication, on which the application will be taken into consideration 

139 Representations —Any per»on may not less than 15 d iy B before the date specified for 
the consideration of the application by the Board make a representation to the Board in 
writing accompanied ly the appropriate fee through the Director General setting out the 
specific grounds on which the representation is made A copy of eveiy such representation 
shall be sent by the person making it to the applicant for the licence at the same time as it 
is sent to the Board and a certificate to that effect shall be forwarded to the Directoi General 
The Board may at its discretion give an opportunity to the person making the representation 
to state his views in the presence of the applicant for the licence The Board may require 
any person making a representation under this rule to produce evidence of the truth of any 
statement he may make 

140 l n ittons to be fulfilled —In exercising its discretion to grant or refuse a licence , 
or to attach conditions to a licence the Boaid shall have legard to the co ordination and 
development of air transport generally in the interests of the public as well as those of 
persons providing *ir transport facilities and shall satisfy itself in regard to the following 
matters namely — 

(1) General —The need for air transport in the aiea concerned, potential traffic on the 
route ex sting air services serving the area other pioposa s foi an transport seivicea m the 
aiti and tie apicilv if the ipphcant as an an tianspoit opeiatoi 

(2) Lconomtc strength —That the applicant commands financial resour es and organisation 
sufficient to estal hsh his presumptive ability to maintain the opeiation of 
the air transpoit service proposed for a period of at least thiee years and for this purpose 
he shall present to the Board details of his capital organisation particulars of his managerial 
and administrative organisation a copy of the Memorandum and Articles of Association of 
the Company (if the applicant is an mcoiporated body and est mates in such detail a9 may 
be lcquned of the cost of operation of the service and of the revenue expected 

(3) Route —That the air route over which the seivice is proposed to be operated complies 
with the minimum cornlit ons set out in Section A of S liedule VIII to the e Rules, and in 
general that the route is or will be adequately organised with teimmal and intermediate 
aerodromes emergency landing grounds passenger facilities and radio meteorological and 
other ground aids to navigation appropriate to the nature of the air transport service it is 
proposed to operate 

(4) Aircraft —That the aircraft to be used comply with the minimum conditions prosenb 
ed m Section B of Schedule VIII to these Rules and in general that airciaft will be provided 
for the air service of a number and type adequate for safe and efficient operation of the air 
service in accordance with the approved time table having regard to the nature of the terrain 
to be flown over and the nature of the organisation on the route and for this puipose the 
applicant shall produce all necessary technical data concerning the aircraft and the engine* 
to be used He shall a’so show that such aircraft are or will be adequate y equipped with 
radio communication, radio lighting and other aids to navigation and passenger equipment 
and conveniences in accordance with the nature of the air transport service to be operated 

(5) Technical Personnel —That technical personnel (including pilots, radio operators, 
engineers and mechanics) will be employed m adequate numbers, with appropnate li cenc e* 
issued under these Rules and with other qualifications and experience in particular satisfying 
the requirements of Section C of Schedule VIII to these Rules and in general adequate for 
safe operation as related to the service proposed, the route to be traversed the aircraft to 
be used and the operation and maintenance procedure to be adopted 

(6) Opt rations Manual —That an operations manual has been prepared for the use of the 
air crews and other technical personnel, winch adequately details the organisation of the route 
to be traversed and the operational and communications system procedure and technique to be 
adopted, and that proper provision is made for maintaining the operations manual up to 
date and for introducing progressive improvements 

(7) Maintenance find Overhaul —That adequate hangars, workshops, and aerodrome equip 
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maintenance and overhaul of the aircraft and their engines, that a maintenance manual has 
been prepared for the use of personnel which adequately details the maintenance and overhaul 
system to be adopted and that proper provision is made for maintaining the maintenance 
manual up to date and introducing progressive improvements 

(8) Schedules, Fares, Freight rates, etc —That the time table of the service proposed 
satisfies, to the greatest practical extent, the convenience of transport of passengers and 
mails, that, having regard to prevailing winds and scheduled refuelling stop-*, it does not 
involve the operation of the aircraft at a cruising speed in excess of that obtainable at the 
continuous cruising power output of the engines specified by the makers for like conditions 
of operation oi prescribed by the Board, and that the passenger fares and freight rates 
proposed, including any concessional fares and lates, are reasonable in relation to the cost 
of the service and pre\ ailing fares and lates on other air and surface transport services hor 
these purposes the applicant shall produce a time table of the service proposed, and a schedule 
of such tares and rates 

141 Grant of licence subject to conditions —The Board may grant a licence subject to such 
conditions asr it may think fit, with the object of securing the safe and efficient operation 
of air transport The licence shall provide, among others, for the following matteis namely 

(1) The places at which airciaft may oi shall land for traffic or other purposes 

(2) The conditions (diurnal, seasonal, or meteorological! in which the seivice may be 
operated 

(3) The aircraft to be used 

(4) The observance of a schedule of air services approved from tunj^to time by the Board 

(5) The maximum and minimum fares and freight rates to be charged to passengers and 
consigners of goods and mails 

142 Obligation to comply vntk the Indian Aircraft Act, 1934 and Rules —The grant of a 
licence shall not be construed as in any way absolving any person from the obligation of 
complying with the Indian Aircraft Act 1934, th< Indian Carnage by Air Act, 1934, or 
with the rules made thereunder or with any other statutory provision governing aviation 

143 I mod of validity of licences —A licence shall, subject to the provisions of rule 148, 

be valid tor such period not exceeding sixtv days in the case of a temporary licence, and 

not exceeding ten years in any other case, as may be fixed by the Board and noted in the 

licence 

144 Refusal of licence —In any case in which the Board refuses to grant a licence or 
grants a licence subject to conditions to which the applicant objects, the Board shall lecord 
in writing the reasons for its decision, and the applicant shall be entitled to a copy thereof 

145 Amendment of terms of licence —(1) The Board, so far as appears to if, to he necessary 
for securing the more effective development of air transport or otherwise m the public 
interest, may at any time amend the terms of a licence aftei giving the lioldci a reason il le 
opportunity of repicsenting his views 

(2) The Board mav on the application of the holder of a licence made in the manner 

prescribed in rule 137 make such amendment in the luerce as appears to the Bond to he 

unobjectionable 

146 1'roiwonal licences —The Board may giant a provisional licence for such period and 
on such conditions as it thinks fit— 

(1) where an application for a licence other than a temporary licence has been made under 
rule 137 and tho Board considers it desirable that the applicant should have a provisional 
licence pending the final disposal of the application, or 

(n) where the Board considers that although all the requirements of this pait cannot be 
immediately satisfied an air transport service may be permitted to operate for a limited period 
without detriment to public safety 

147 Existing services —In the case of a scheduled air transpoit service which is in 
operation on the 1st July 1946 the appl'cation under rule 137 for a licence shall be made 
before the 1st August 1946, and on such application being made, the Board shall grant to the 
applicant a provisional licence authorising him to continue to operate that service until a 
licence is issued to him under rule 141 or, in the event of Vs application being rejected, 
until the expiry of three months after the date of such rejection 

148 Revocation and suspension of licences —(1) The Board may revoke, or suspend for 
such period as it thinks fit, a licence if it is satisfied that any of the conditions of the 
licence has not been complied with and that the failure is due to any wilful act or omission 
on the part of the holder of the licence, or has been so frequent, or is due to such neligence 
on his part, that the licence should in the public interest be revoked or as the case may 
be, suspended 

(2) Before any action is taken under sub rule (1) the Board shall give to the holder of the 
licence not less than thirty days’ notice in writing specifying the grounds upon which it is 
proposed to revoke or, as the case may be, suspended the licence and shall give him a oppor¬ 
tunity of showing cause against the proposed action either in writing or by appearing m 
person before the Board 

(3) WheTe a licence is revoked or suspended under sub rule (1) the Board shall record in 
writing the reasons for its decision and the holder of the licence shall be entitled to a copy 
thereof 
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(4) Where a licence is suspended under sub rule (1) the holder of the licence shall submit 
it to the Board who shall make an endorsement thereon showing the period of and the 
reasons m brief for the suspension 

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained m sub rule (1) or sub rule (2) the Board may if 
it has reaso i to believe on inofrmation in its possession that it is expedient in the interests 
of public safety so to do summary suspend a licence with a view to further enquiry and 
action in accordance with sub rule (1) and (2) 

149 Publication of decisions —The Board shall cause to be published in the Gazette of 
India and in not less than two daily newspapers the particulars prescribed in Section B of 
Schedule VII to *hese Rules coniermng its decision on anv application for a licence and the 
particulars prescribed in Section C of Schedule VII to these Rules concerning any decision to 
revoke suspend or amend a licence 

150 Transfer of licence —A licence issued under this Part shall not be capable of being 
transferred or assigned except with the specific permission of the Board 

Provided that in the eveit of the leath incapacity bankrupt , sequestration or liquids 
tion of the holder of the licence or of the appointment of a lcceiver or manager or trustee, 
m relation to the business of the holder the person for the time being carrying on that 
business shall if within 14 days application is made to the Board for a new licence be 
entitled to continue the operation of the licensed air transport service until the application 
is disposed of 

151 Pontmuarce of rights — Nothing in this Part shall be construed as confernng upon the 
holder of a licence on its expiry any right to the issue of a new licence for the operation of 
a service on the same route or to the continuance of any other benefits ar sing f om the 
provisions of this Part or any licence granted thereunder 

Provided however that if the holder of a licence applies for a new licence to continue tne 
operation for a further period of an air transport service which has been licensed under 
tins Pait and if the Board is satisfied that the air transport service has been operated 
efil lcntly ind in the besl interests of the public othei things 1 eing equal the the Boaid shall 
give preference to the app loition from the holler of the licence 

152 Custody production and surrender of licences —(1) V licence issued under this Part 
shall be kept at the pr ncipal office of the holder thereof anl snail be pioluccd for inspect on 
on remind 1 y any magistrate any police officer not below the lank of Deputy Superintendent, 
any Customs Officer any Gazetted Officer of the Civil Aviation Directorate oi any other 
person authorised by the Central Government or the Boirl by special ir gen ral oruer m 
writing in this behalf 

(2) An extract from the licence giving the particular set out in Section D of Schedule 
VTI to these Rules shall be displayed in a position ac cssible to the public in the pnncipal 
traffic office of the holder of the licence 

(3 On the expiration of the eirrtney of a licence whether by efflix of In e i in ouse 
quence of a decision of the Board under these Rules or when a been e is suspended by the 
Board the holder shall surrender the licence to the Director Geieial for endorsement or 
cancellation as the case may, require 

153 Carnage of mails —A licence holder shall perfoim all such reasonable servi es in 
regard to the conveyance of mails (with or without officers of the post office in charge thereof) 
on a licensed air transport service as the Director Geneial of Posts & Telegiaphs may from 
time to time require The remuneration for any services performed in pursuance of such 
r quirement fchnll be such as may be determined from time to time by the Board 

154 Fees —(1) The following fees shall be payable 

(a) In respect of every application for a licence under this Part except a temporary 

licence R» 500 

(b) In respect of an application for a temporary licence under this Part Rs 100 

(c) In respect of the grant of a licence, under this Part for every year or part of a 

year of the period of validity of the licence Rs 500 

(d) In respect of every application fot amendment of a licence under sub-rule 

2 of rule 145 Rs 150 

(e) In respect of everv representation made to the Board under rule 139, except where such 

representation is made by a public authority Rs 150 

(2) A treasury receipt for the amount of the fee payable shall be forwaTded with every 
application for a licence under this Part and with every representation made to the Board 
under rule 139, and a Treasury receipt for the fee payable oft the grant of a licence shall be 
forwarded to the Director General before the issue of the licence 

(3) Where the holder of a licence voluntarily surrenders it before the expiry of the 
penod of its validity, whether with a view to its replacement by a new licence or otherwise, 
he shall be entitled to a refund of a part of the fee paid under clause (c) of sub rule (1) 
proportionate to the number of whole years left in the said period 

(4) Save as provided in sub rule (3) no part of the fees paid under Bub rule (1) shall be 
refunded 

155 Periodical returns —(1) Every person to whom a licence has been granted under 
this Part shall submit to the Director General in such form as may be prescribed by him— 

(a) monthly returns regarding the operation of the licensed air transD rt services and 
other air transport operations of the licence holders so as to reach the Director General 
not later then 45 days after the expiry of the month to which the return relates, and 
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(b) annual returns regarding the financ al results of the undertaking during each calendar 
year so as to reach the Director General not later than three months after the expiry of 
the year to which the leturn relates 

(2) Subject to such additions and- alterations if any as may be indicated in the forms 
prescribed by the Director General the particulars or information to be furnished in the 
monthly and annual returns under sub rule (1) shall be those set out in section A and 
section B respectively of Schedule IX to these Rules 

(3) No information furnished in an annual return under paragraph (b) of sub rule (1) shall 
be published or disclosed in respect of any individual air transpoit service or licensee without 
the consent of the licensee and it any person publishes or discloses any such information 
without such consent he shall be guilty of an offence punishable under these Rules, 

Provided that nothi ig in this sub rule shall apply to the publication or disclosure by any 
authorised person of collective information relating to licenced air transport services nor to 
the publication or disclosure of any information for the purposes of any legal proceedings, 
which may be taken in pursuance of this Part or for the purpose of any repoit of such 
proceedings 

II In the Schedules to the said Rules — 

(a) m Schedule VI — 

(ij for the brackets words and figures (See rule lo9) the brackets words and figures 
(See iule 161) shall be substituted 

(n) after entry 13 (and included within the third bracket in the third column) the follow 
mg entry shall be inserted namely — 

13A Unauthorised <1 sclosure —Unauthorised publication or disclosuie of fnancial infor 
mation furnished relating to a licenced air transport service 155(3) 

(m) for the figures 135 136 anl 137 in the second column against entries 19 20 

and 21, the figures 157 158 and 159 shall respectively be substituted 

(b) after Schedule VI the following Schedules el all be a Ided namely — 

SCHEDULE VII 
I icensmg of Air Transj ort 
Section 4 

Paiticulars of applications pullished in pursuance of rule 138 of the Indian 1 r raft 
Rules 1937 

Tie 4 r Transpoit Licensing Board gives not ce that it has received applications for 
licences for the operation of the following air transport serv ces ■*- 

(l) 4ir Ro ite anl stopping paces 

(n) Frequency of servi e 

(m) leriod of operation applied for, 

(iv) Name and address of applicant(s) 

Any representation wh ch may be n ade n regard to the«e applicat oils must 1 e deposited 
with the Director Geneial ot later tl an * 

The application(s) will be taken into consideration on 
Section B 

Particulais of decisions of the Licensing Boaid pullished in puisuance of rule 149 of the- 
Indian \ircraft Rules 19o7 

The A r Transport Licensing Boaid has considered the applications detailed below for a 
licence to operate the air transport service spe ified and its decision is published fon 
mlormation 

(i) Air Route and stopping places 

(n) Name and address of licensee 

(m) Number and date of 1 cence 

(iv) Period of validity of licence 

(v) Frequency of service to be operated 

(vi) Class of an craft to be used 

Names of applicants to whom a licence has not been gianted 
Section C 

Particulars of licence amended suspended or revoked published in pursuance of rule 149 
of the Indian Aircraft Rules 1937 

The Air Transpoit Licensing Board has amended/suspended/revoked the licence to operate- 
the air transport service detailed below — 

(i) Air Route 

(n) Number and date of Licence, 

(m) Name and address of licensee 

(iv) Details of amendment 

(v) Reasons for amendment 

(vi) Period of suspension 
(vn) Reason for suspension 

Ivin) Date from which revocation takes eflect 
(ix) Reasons for revocation 
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Section D 

Particulars of a licence to be displayed in pursuance of rule 152(2) 

(i) Number and date of licence 
(it) Name and address of the Lcensee 
(m) Air route and stopping places 

(iv) Frequency of service 

(v) Class of aircraft operated 

(vi) Period of validity of licence 

SCHEDULE VIII 
Licensing of Air Transport 
Minimum conditions to be fulfilled 
(See rule 140) 

A Ait Route 

1 Day operation 

(a) Aerodromes —The tciminal and intermediate scheduled aerodromes shall be licensed or 
approved in accordance with Part XI of the Rules and equipped with approved refuelling- 
apparatus and storage telephone communication and (in the case of passenger air servico) 
satisfactory passenger shelter and conveniences with adequate personnel and equipment for 
the control of passengers and the public in the interests of their safety 

(b) Emergentj landing groundi —For sing e engined aircraft operation there shall be 
emergency landing grounds providing in at least one direction safe landing aid take iff 
dimensions for the type of aircraft proposed at intervals of not more than 150 miles For 
multi engined aircraft operation there shall be similar emergency landing gfounds at such 
intervals as the Board having regard to the ty| e of aire aft and the nature of the route 
may require 

(c) Rod o —When otherwise required by these Rules or when the natue of the terrain along 
the route or climatic conditions in the season during which operations will take place in 
the opinion of the Board render visual contact flying unsafe the route shall he equipped 
with radio communication and radio lirection finders or radio beacons of approx ed type H 
such aerodromes as the Board may require there shall le installed suitable radio telephone 
apparatus for communication between the aerodiome control an 1 ai uaft operating on or »n 
the vicinity of the aerodrome 

(d) Meteorology —The terminal and intermediate scheduled aerodromes shall be provided 
with means for communicating to pilots weather forecasts and weather icpoits for the route 
Provided that the Board may dispense with such part of this req urement as appeals to bo 
suitable in the case of aircraft eqiifped w th lad o apparat is 

2 Night operation 

(a) The route shall comply with all the conlitions prescnbed n paiagiaph I of this 
Section and in addit on . 

(b) Lighting —The route shall be equipped with approx ed air route beacons at every 
terminal and intermediate aerodrome and at such emergency landing giounds and other p aces 
along the route as to provide beacons at intervals of rot more than 100 miles All terminal 
and inteimediate aerodromes and the emergency landing grounds pyovidcd m accoi dance with 
clause (b) of paragraph I shall be equipped with approved aerodrome lighting 

B Aircraft 
1 Day operation 

(a) Single engined aircraft —Single eng ned aircraft shall not be ojJterated in passenger 
air service oxer water at a greater distance fiom land than will permit the aircraft to reach 
land suitable for safe lan ling in the event of failure of the power plant nor on any route 
which in the opinion of the Board does not permit the a rcraft to be flown with safety by 
visual contact methods The Board may permit such relaxation of these conditions as 
it thinks fit in the case of air services carrying mails or goods only 

(b) Mult i engined aircraft —The aircraft when loaded to the maximum gross weight per* 
mitted by its certificate of airworthiness shall be capable of maintaining level flight with 
one engine inoperative at an altitude not less than 1 000 feet above the valley level at the 
highest point on the air route or if flown over water at an altitude of not less than 5 OOD 
feet above the water 

(c) Flight over water Equipment —If the air route crosses water at a distance from 
land greater than will permit the aircraft to reach land in the event of complete power failure 
It shall be equipped with retractable landing gear with one or more suitable emergency exists, 
with life belts for each person on hoard and with apparatus for making the distress signals 
prescribed in these Rules 

(d) Radio —When operating at aerodromes equipped with radio telephone communication 
apparatus in accordance with clause (c) of paragraph 1 of Section A the aircraft shall he 
equipped with suitable radio telephone apparatus for communication between the pilot snd 
the aerodrome control and except on air services approved for visual contact flying the 
aircraft shall be equipped with radio apparatus suitable for the transmission and reception 
of all radio signals to and from the radio stations established on the air route and m 
addition with a direction finding receiver or other receiving apparatus suitable for operating 
with the radio aids to navigation established on the route 
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(e) Passenger equipment —There shall be provided a supply of drinking water and 
on aircraft carrying less than six passengers and approved lavatory 
2 Night operation 

(a) Single engined aircraft —No single engined aircraft shall be approved for opi 
of a passenger air service by night 

(b) Multiengined aircraft— All the cond tions piescnled in paragraph 1 of sect 
shall be complied with, and the radio requirements shall be complied with in all cases 

C Aircrewt 


1946 

except 

eration 

tion B 


1 No aircraft may be flown on a licensed air transport service without the full number 
of members of the crew required for its safe operation as designated m the licence Each 
member of the crew shall be in possession of the appropriate licence issued or rendered valid 
in accordance with the provisions of Part V and Schedule II of these Buies, and in addition 
shall fulfil and comply with tho requirements and conditions for the operation on scheduled 
air transport services of aircraft of the classes defined and in the conditions defined in this 


2 Pilot shall have had not less than the following flying experience — 

A Aircraft authorised 300 hours witlun tho preceding three years, including the following 
to be operated with 200 hours as solo or first pilot, 
one pilot 100 hours cross country flying , 

20 hours instrument flying, of which not more than 10 hours may 
be under simulated conditions , and for the operation of mult i engined 
aircraft, 

50 hours flying of multi enguiod aircraft as first or oeoond pilot, mclnd 
mg at least 10 take off's and 10 landings effected as pilot, 
and for operation by rught 

60 hours night flyuig as first or second pilot, including at least 10 take 
offs and 10 landings effected as pilot 

hirst Pilot Second and other pilots 

B Airoraflt not exceed 500 hour3 within the preceding five The qualifications prescribed 
uig 10,000 lbs gross years including the followuig for a commercial pilot (B 

weight requiring two 300 hours as solo or first pilot, Licenco) of the type or air 

or more pilots 300 hours cross country flyuig craft operated as prescribed 

40 hours instrument flyuig of which m Part V and Schedule II 

not more than 20 hours may be of these Rules 

under simulated conditions, The Pilot shall demonstrate 

and for the operation of multi engined his ability by making three 

aircraft — take offs and three landings 

50 hours flyuig as first or -ocond pilot m c tlie type of aircraft m 
of multi engined aircraft including winch he is to serve 
at least 10 take offs and 10 landnigs 
effected as pilot, 

and for operation by night 50 hours 
night flying as first or second pilot, 
including at least 10 take off and 10 
landings effected as pilot 

C Aircraft between 750 hours within the procedmg five (As above) 

10/000 and 35,000 . years, including the following — 
lbs 600 hours as solo or first pilot 

500 hours cross country flying 
200 hours flying as first or second pilot 
of multi engine aircraft, in 
eluding at least 10 take offs and 10 
landnigs effected as pilot and 100 
hours in aircraft in th’s class 
50 hours instrument flying, of which 
not more than 25 hours may be under 
simulated conditions , 
and for operation by night. 

100 hours night flying as first or seoond 
pilot, including at least 10 take offs 
and 10 landings effeoted as pilot 

ID Aircraft of gross 1600 hours within the preceding seven (As above.) 
weight exceeding years, including the following 
35,000 lbs requiring 1000 hours as solo or first pilot, 
two or more pilots 1000 hours cross country flying 

500 hours flying as solo or first pilot in 
multi-englnea aircraft and 25 hours 
as second pilot in aircraft in this 
class 
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100 hours instrument flying of which 
not more than SO hours may be under 
simulated conditions and for opera 
tion by night 

250 hours night flying including at 
least 100 hours as first or solo pilot 
and at least 10 take offs and 10 
landings effected as pilot 

3 All aits shall demonstrate to a check pilot or inspector approved by the 13 rector 
General tnat they are familiar w th tie a rcraft its instiuments equipment fuel and other 
installations and its loading and operation in the conditions peculiar to the air route 

4 All pilots shall demonstrate to an Examiner appointed or approved by the Dilector 
General that they are familiar with all air navigation facilities and procedures air traffic 
control system airway lighting systems and aucraft distress procedures currently in use 

6 The first pilot shall have made at least two flights either as first pilot without 
passengers or as second pilot along the route over which he is required to fly in conditions, 
permitting visual contact flying and shall himself have landed and taken off at each of the- 
scheduled aerodromes gn the route 

6 All pilots while engaged on a licensed air transport service shall, every three months, 
undergo not less than two hours of practice instruction and check m instrument flying 
under approved simulated conditions or on actual flight under the supervision of a check pilot 
approved by the Director General 

SCHEDULE IX 
Licensing of Air Piansport 
(See rule 155) 

Section A 

Particulars of information regarding air transport service operations to be supplied by 
licence holders monthly — 

1 The places to and from which the licensed air transport service is operated including • 
intermediate stops 

2 The number and types of aircraft operated on the licensed air transport service with, 
such particulars of the aircraft and engines as may be required 

3 Number of pilots wireless operators and other members of air crew employed on *he- 
service and numbers of 1 censed ground engineers and other technical personnel employed 

4 The following information relating to services operated and load carried shall be sup¬ 
plied separately m relation to such separate stages of the route as may be specified in „h* 
licence. 

(1) Services operated 

(a) Number scheduled 

(b) Number and percentage completed without interruption 

(c) Number and percentage interrupted en route and the cause and extent of delay 

(d) Number and percentage not commenced and the causes 

(e) Number of unpremeditated landings the services affected and the reasons 

(2) Load carried 

(a) Mean pay load capacity operated i e 

(Sum of pay loade for each stajex Mileage of etage) 

(Total mileage of route ) 

(b) Number of passengers carried 

(c) Passenger miles effected 

(d) Mean percentage of passenger seats occupied 

(e) Weight of passenger baggage carried 

(f) Weight of mails carried 

(g) Mail ton miles effected 

(h) Weight of freight earned 

(i) Freight ton miles effected 

(j) Mean percentage of total pay load capacity filled 


Section B 

Particulars of financial information to be supplied by licer 
1 Cott of operation per mile and per ton mile flown on 


ollowing heads — * 

(1) Flying operations— 

(a) Pay of First Pilots 

(b) Pay of Second Pilots 

(c) Pay of Wireless operators 

(d) Pay of other members of the c 

(e) Fuel 

(f) Oil 


(2) Depreciation of Flying Equipment — 

(a) Depreciation of aircraft 

(b) Depreciation ot 'pro engines 


the licenced 


under the 
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(c) Depieciation of airciaft propellers 

(d) Depieciation ot aircraft radio equipment 

(e) Depreciation ot aircraft mstiuments 

(3) Accidents and Insurance of Flying Egmpment — 

(a) Insurance piemia 

(b) Cost of material spares and other duect expenses of accidents not covered by insurance 

(4) Aerodrome Operations — 

(a) Landing fees 

(b) Housing lees rent ot hangars lighting of hangars 

(c) Depreciation and repair or hangers 

(d) Rent, lighting and othe expenses of aerodrome buildings other than hangars, work 
shops and stores 

(e) Depreciation and repair of other aeiodroihe buildings 

(f) Ray of traffic and other aeiodrome personnel other than engineering 

(g) Opeiatiou of motor cars and miscellaneous expenses 

(5) Hy nj Equipment Maintenance and Overhaul—Direct — 

(a) Aircraft—labour 

(b) Airciaft—mateiial and pails 

(c) Aero engines—labour 

(d) Vera engines—'material and parts 

(e) An craft propelleis—labour 

(f) Aircraft propelleis—mateijal and parts 

(g) Aircraft radio—labour 

(h) Aircraft radio—material and parts 

(i) Aircraft instruments—labour 

(j) Aircraft instruments—material and patts 

(6) 6 round h quipment—Maintenance and Overhaul — Direct — 

(a) Aerodioine equipment—labour material and parts 

(b) Workshop equipment—labour material and pails 

(c) Mechanical Transport—labour material and puts 

(d) Ground Radio—libour material and parts 

(7) Flytnj an I Ground Equipment—Mantenance and Overhaul —( Indirect )— 

(a) Pay of Supeivisoiy stall 

<l>) Pay of stores and other general staff 

(c) Rent lighting etc workshops and stores buildings 

(d) Depreciation and lepan of workshops and stores buildings 

(e) Office supplies and other general expenses of engineering department 

(8) Deprcc ati n of Ground Equipment — 

(a) Machinery tools and mechanical equipment 
(1) Mechanical transport 

(c) Ground radio equipment 

(d) Aerodrome equipment 
•(e) Other equipment 

(9) Traffic an l sales— 

(a) Pay of traffic staff and agtnts 

(b) Agency commission on bookings 

(c) Other traffic expenses 

(10) idverlis ng an l pufhcitv 

All advertising and publicity costs including the publication of time tables and pamphlets 

(11) Passenger lerncc— 

(a' Pay of cabin attendants 

(b) Food service for passengers 
(r) Passenger insurance 

(d) Giound transport of passengers 

(e) Other costs of caring for passengers 

(12) idmimslrative and General — 

(a) Pay of managerial staff 

(b) Pay of office and general staff 

(c) Personnel—Welfare 

(d) General taxes 

(e) Other expenses 

heads *1™™° ta ™ d ptr m ’ le flovm and per ton ot load earned under the following 
(1) Passengers 
(21 Passenger baggage 

(3) Mails 

(4) Freight 


G V. BEftfooH, iectf. 



.ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE COURT OF DELHI UNIVERSLTI 

Dr. John Sargent (Secretaiy, Education Department Sir, I move 
“That in pursuance of clause (xiv) of sub section (1) of section 18 of the Delhi University 
Act, 1922 (VIII of 1922) as amended by the Delhi University (Amendment) Aa, 1943 (XXIV 
of 1943), read with clause (5) of Statute 2 of the Statutes of the University set out in the 
Schedule to the latter Act, the e'ected members of this Assembly do prou-td to elect, in 
such manner as may be approved by the Honourable the President, eight peisons trom 
among their own number to be members of the Court of the University ot Delhi 

Mr President. Motion moved 

"That in pursuance of clause (xiv) of sub section (1) of section 18 of the Delhi University 
Act, 1922 (VIII of 1922) as amended by the Delhi University (Amendment) Act, 1943 (XXIV 
of 1943), read with clause (5) of Statute 2 of the Statutes of the University set out in the 
Schedule to the latter Act, the elected members of this Assembly do proceed to elect, in 
such manner as may be approved by the Honourable the President, eight persons from 
-among their own number to be members of the Court of the University of Delhi ’’ 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J 0. Ohatterjee (Nominated Non-Official) On a point of 
information, Sir I would like to know why the election of these 8 members is 
confined to the elected members of the House Is it presumed that only elected 
members are educated and the others are uneducated 

Mr President: Order, order I presume—I do not know—that this must 
be m accordance with the provisions of the Act 
Dr. John Sargeant: Yes, Sir 

Mr. President. There is a statutory obligation and that is why the motion is 
worded as it is it makes no distinction between the elected and nominated so 
tar as the House goes 
The question is 

‘ That m pursuance of clause (xiv) of subsection (1) of section 18 of the Delhi Umveisity 
Act, 1922 (VIII of 1922) as amended by the Delhi Uuiverstiy (Amendment) Act, 1943 (XXIV 
of 1943), read with clause (5) of Statute 2 of the Statutes ot the University set out m the 
Schedule to the latter Act, the elected members of this Assembly do proceed to elect, in 
such manner as may be approved by the Honourable the Piesident, . ,ght peisons fiom 
among their own number to be members of the Couit of the University ot Delhi ’ 

The motion was adopted 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE FOR THE 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

Dr. John Sargent (Secretary, Fducation Department) Su, I beg to move 
“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the President 
may direct, ten non official members to serve during the period comprising the u ie\pired 
portion of the current financial year and the whole of the next financial year, on a Standing 
Committee to advise on subjects dealt with in the Department of Education 
Mr. President. Motion moved 

‘ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the President 
may direct, ten non official members to serve during the period comprising the unexpired 
portion of the current financial year and the whole of the next financial year, on a Standing 
Committee to advise on subjects dealt with in the Department of Education ” 

To this motion, Mr Ayyangar hag tabled an amendment In this connec¬ 
tion I would draw the Honourable Member’s attention to the Rules regarding 
the constitution of Standing Committees on page 96 The rules do provide that 
bnef reports of the activities of each committee, mentioning the sublets dis¬ 
cussed and the conclusions reached by the Committee but not the tenor of the 
discussions Will be circulated to all members of the Central Legislature 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar (Madras ceded District and Chittoor 
Noti-Muhammadan Rural) In addition, I want larger details to be given There 
is a Planning Committee and other important Committees and their proceedings 
are so important that they affect the general administration of the country as a 
whole and ail the members of the Assembly are interested m them At present 
we get only a few laloomo sentences and it is not easy to understand what 
exactly transpired. I want a bigger and fuller statement to be'made at each 
session of the House in regard to the proceeding* during the off season That is 
the object pf my motion 

(93#y 
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Mr President The difficulty which 1 have been feeang about the amendment 
is this The provisions oi the Standing Older are very clear The leports have 
to be bnet and a further limitation has been imposed in regard to the tenor of the 
discussions If the Honourable Member wants to enlarge the scope of the 
Committee’s reports, the Standing Orders must first be amended 

Sri M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. What I am trying to do is to secure fuller 
reports by means of a vote ot tins House What 1 desire is that the member 
who makes a motion must make a statement to the House as to what the 
activities in the previous penod were It should not be a brief rdsumd but it 
shoull be in exten»o so that the members ot the House may be fully informed 
as to what activities were embarked upon during that period, in ordei that the 
Assembly maj correct mistakes, if any, 01 add usefully to the activities m a 
later session I submit that my suggestion is not inconsistent with the provision 
that already exists I would therefore submit that my amendment is calculated 
to add to the usefulness of the committee • 

Mr President. However desirable that couise may be, I am now concerned 
with the admissibility of the amendment To my mind, it does not fit m with 
the provisions of the Standing Order The Committee itself may do many things 
by commom consent 

Sri M. Anant h asayanam Ayyangar: Then I do not press my amendment 1 
shall later on make a suitable motion toi amending the Standing Order 

Prol. N. G. Ranga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Rural) I 
would like the Honourable Member to take advantage of this opportunity and 
tell us what is the work that has been tiansacted by the Committee since it was 
appointed last year We want to know whethei it has been convened at all and 
if so how often and what were the subjects that were discussed I learn that 
there is an All-India Educational Conteience or Committee or Council associated 
with the Education Department, that it meets once or twice a year and on it are 
represented some of the most distinguished educationists of the country I 
would like to be supplied with copies of the reports that are being issued by this 
Council We have just now passed a motion in regard to the Delhi University 
I should like to know whether it would be impossible to supply us with a copy of 
the administration report of the Delhi University for our information 

Dr. John Sargent. With regard to the first point raised by Prof Han 0 a, I 
may inform the House that a standing committee of the late legislature met last 
summer and we had a very interesting meeting The main object was to discuss 
and explain the proposals tor post war development m this country winch have 
been prepared by the Central Advisoiy Board of Education The Standing 
Committee generally accepted this as desirable The other body to wh ch the 
Honourable Member referred was the Central Advisory Board of Education 
itself All the reports of that body were, I think, circulated to all members of 
the last Assembly They are certainly in the library of the House I should be 
only too delighted to recirculate them 

With regard to the Delhi University, I do not know exactly what the 
Honourable Member has in mind The amending Act of 1943 sets out with 
great clearness the whole of the present constitution of the University and the 
very long discussions in the House lasting over a month which then took place 
will inform him pretty accurately of the way the Delhi University is administered 
If there is any further information the Honourable Member would like to have, 
I should be very glad to supply him with it 

Lt.'Ool. Dr. J. 0. Ohatter]ee: I think the Honourable Member’s purpose will 
be served if he gets copies of the Annual Report of the Delhi University 
Mr. President: That motion has already been adopted by the House 
Lt.*0ol Dr, J. 0. Ohatterjee: There was a reference made by the Honourable 
Member to certain admimstration reports of the Delhi University An annual 
report is published by the University 

Mr. President: This matter relates to the previous motion 
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ZAM. tit. J. 0. Ohittsrjoe: the Bsnomable Member tanwd tbss point m 

connection with the last motion He sand he would lake to have copies of the 
Administration Report The report of the Central Advisory Board of Education 
was circulated last year 

Mr. M. Asaf All (Delhi General) I am not quite sure whether this is not 
due to war economy ot paper that we were rot supplied with the necessary 
literature I remember we used to get all the reports connected with the Demi 
University from time to time, including the proceedings of the Governing Body 
nod everything else every year , , 

We have au along been receiving reports and mmtrtes of the proceedings £1 
all literature is supplied to all Honourable Members, I am absolutely eertam that 
questions of this nature will not arise Honourable Member* will be able to 
make up their minds whether they should participate m the kind of committees 
which are being suggested or they should net So if they have nothing m their 
mind, they will place these reports before us The Progress reports of the 
Educational Commissioner have also become very scarce, they are not going 
round now-a-days Why are thev not sent to all members so that thev may 
know exactly what is happening so far as education is concerned 

Dr. John Sargent: I am most anxious to supply Honourable Members with 
all the information possible relating to educational questions We suffer from 
a lack of knowledge in this respect Although it is perhaps outside the scope of 
the present discussion, I may say with regard to the question of my own reports, 
that is, the annual and quinquennial reports by the Educational Commissioner, 
that as a measure of economy and at the request of Provincial Governments on 
whom we depend very largely for material, they have been m abeyance for the 
last two or three years But the draft of the main report is at the moment on 
my table and I hope the publication will be resumed m the very near future 
Mt PMfltaetet: The question is 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the President 
snay direct, ten non official members to serve during the period comprising the unexpired 
portion of the current financial year and the whole of the next financial year, on a Standing 
CAmfmttteu to advise on subjects dealt with m the Department of Education ” 

The motion was adopted 

ttt President: I hate to inform Honourable Members that for the purpose 
•Of election of members to the Court of the University of Delhi arid the Standing 
■Committee for the Department of Education, the Notice Office will be open to 
receive nominations upto 12 noon on Monday, the 18th February, and that the 
elections, if necessary, will be held on Wednesday, the 20th February The 
elections, which will be conducted in accordance with the Regulations for holding 
6f elections by means of the single transferable vote will be held in the Assistant 
Secretary’s room in the Council House, between the hours of 10-30 a m and 1 
P V 


PHARMACY BILL 

Ml President: Further consideration of the following motion moved oy 
Mr S H Y Onisnam on Friday, the 8th February, 1946, namely 

“That the Bill to regulate the profession of pharmacy be referred to a Beleot Committee 
consisting of Rai Bahadur D M Bhattacharyya, Dr P G Solanki, Mr E L C Gwilt, 
Sir Ws'van Suhnwardy, Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang, Dr G V Deshmukh, Pandit Thakur 
Dhs Bhargava, Pandit Balknshna Sharma and the mover With instructions to report on ot 
before the 26th February, 1946, and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five ” 

Also further consideration of the Amendment moved by Mr Ahmed Ebrshim 
Siaroon Jailer. 

J BJ1 b * wrcuUt * d lor tbe purpose of elioitmg opinion thereon by the end oi 

Arfysndtnent moved (by $r G Y. Deahmukh) 

"** “ f he circulated ft* the purpose of eliciting option thereon |jy Tuesday, 
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Mr. Leslie Gwilt (Bombay European) Mr President, Sir, on behalf of the 
European Group, I rise to support the Motion that has been moved by my 
Honourable friend Dr Deshmukh tor the cnculation of this Bill, though1 must 
confess that I do so somewhat half heartedlj I do so without enthusiasm 
because we feel that the diaftmg ot the Bill is as admirable as its principle ana 
objects and in addition to those opinions whicli my Honourable fnend the Mover 
read out, opinions trom bodies who are mteiested in the Bill, 1 may make a 
reference to a telegram that we h,.ve leceived iiom the Bengal Phaimaceutical 
Association in which they welcome wholeheartedly the introduction of the 
Pharmacy Bill and feel that the Bill should not be circulated but refeired to the 
Selecu Committee in the interests ol public health service of India and national 
health That telegram vei> lirgely expitbses the opinion of the Group 
Furtheimore I think it will mtei est the House to know that m the l’harmaceuti- 
cal Journal of the issue of 5tli J uiuar\~ the official organ of the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Groat Uutain—there appear two aitules, one of which is an editorial 
and the other a commentary and both speak well of the Bill Despite this, 
however, as I have said, my Gioup supports the Motion for cm ulation, because 
the Bill is to some extent a technical measuie and despite the fact that we feel 
its provisions are straightforward and desirable, nevertheless we appreciate that 
there are Honourable Members of this House who may feel that they not only 
require themselves to examine its provisions further but also that an opportunity 
should be given to the interests with whom they may be in contact I venture 
to think that when the Bill eventually emerges from the Select committee, it 
is unlikely that there will be any major alteration m its clauses For as a piece 
» of legislation complementary to the Drugs Act, 1 suggest that it provides much 
of similar legislation m other countries 

In conclusion, Sir, I hope that the Honourable Member who is m charge of 
the Bill will at the time of circulating it also circulate copies of thi^ debate and 
if I may suggest it, a copy of the articles to which I referred which appear in the 
Pharmaceutical Journal, because I think tlicv will be of asbistance Sir, I 
support the Motion for circulation 

Mr S H Y. Oulsnam (Secretary, Health Department) Sir, I will only 
reply very briefly to one or two points which weie raised during the course of the 
debate the other day by my Honourable fnend trom Bombay City I am afraid 
I cannot follow him over the very wide field which he covered on that occasion 
I certainly welcome and endorse his plea lor i more active public interest in 
health measures and I hope that yvhen the report of the Health Survey and 
Development Committee is published—it will he published in a few days time 
as soon as printed copies are available—I hope it will help to stimulate public 
interest m these matters But this Bill is concerned with one specific problem, 
namely, the problem of ensuring that persons engaged in the profession of 
pharmacy are adequately qualified T gather that the real complaint of the 
Honourable Member was that the Bill does not go far enough I make no claim 
that the Bill is perfect,—few Bills ever are,—and I hope that we shall have 
the assistance of the Honourable Member in improving the Bill when it even¬ 
tually goes to the Select Committee 

The Honourable Member also emphasised the fact that there are at present 
no training institutions for pharmacists I suggest that it is the absence of 
legislation of this nature which is at present an obstacle to the establishment of 
such training institutions, firstly because there must be some authoritative body 
which will lay down the standards of framing, and secondly because students 
who are sent to these institutions must have some reasonable assurance that 
after undergoing the training they will secure employment That assurance they 
cannot have until the profession 19 closed to untrained persons 

There is one more point which the Honourable Member mentioned He 
enquired whether the Bill prepared in Bombay has been referred to m the prepa¬ 
ration of this Bill The answer to that is,—yes, it was referred to, and not only 
the Bombay Bill but also the Bengal Bill prepared by a committee under the 
chairmanship of Sir R N Chopra, and a Bill prepared by the Indian 
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Pharmaceutical Association And I Should like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge the public service done by all those who were associated with the 
preparation of these various drafts 

Sir, while making the motion for reference to Select Committee I said that 
Government would have no objection to cnculation if there was a general desire 
in the House that that course should be adopted And as there is apparently a 
general feeling that it is desirable to circulate it, Government will have no 
objection to either of the two amendments which are before the House 

Mr. Leslie Gwilt Sir, may I mqune of the Honourable Member which of the 
two amendments he proposes to accept'' 

Mr President He said he was prepaicd to accept either of the two 
Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth (West Coist and Nilgns Muhammadan) 

Sir, may I say something to explain the difference between the two’ 

Mr President The difference i«. of two months as far as I can see One 
gives the date 30th April the other gives 30th June 

Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth There is some diffeierue between the 
two and I want to explain it in brief 

Mr President 1 That will be making a speech, which cannot be allowed The 
difference is clear I propose to put first the amendment of Mr Haroon Jaffer 
The question is 

“That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by Jhe end of 
June 1946 ” 

The motion was adopted 

Mr President The other amendment does not servive now 
OILSEEDS COMMITTEE BILL 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat (Secretary, Agriculture Department) • Sir, I move 
"That the BUI to provide for the creation of a fund to be expended by a Committee 
specially constituted for the improvement and development of the cultivation and marketing 
of oilseeds and of the production, manufacture and marketing of oilseed products be taken 
into consideration ’’ 

This Bill was brought up before the previous Assembly nearly a year ago It 
was referred by it to*a Select Committee which went into the matter m great 
detail, and I hould like tj take advantage of 111s opportunity to express my 
gratitude to the members of the Select Committee for all the work that they 
put in in this connection The Bill as it has emerged from the Select Committee 
is considerably improved and it is that Bill which is now being brought up 
before the House, substantially as it emerged from the Select Committee For 
the benefit of the new Members of the House, however, I may explain one or 
two points and deal with certain difficulties that have been raised in this con¬ 
nection The Bill is intended to promote the cultivation and the marketing of 
oilseeds and their products The total production of oilseeds in India is of the 
order of 4$ million ions, which may be valued at 175 crores of rupees per year, 
and that is excluding cotton seed which totals about 1$ million tons a year and 
the value of which is another 25 crores a year So the total value of the 
production of oilseeds is m the neighbourhood of 200 clores a year, and it s> 
but right and proper that a ciop of this magnitude should receive adequate 
attention and its development should be attended to adequately 

Now, Sir, a fear has been expressed by my Honourable friend Mr Ayyangar 
that if attention is paid to oilseeds it may have an adverse effect on food produc¬ 
tion I can assure the House that this is not likely to happen The aim of the 
Committee will be not to increase the acreage under oilseeds but to increase the 
production per acre and the oil content, and it is to these matters that the 
Committee will devote special attention In this connection I may also point 
out that it is absolutely essential to increase our production of fats and oils 
We know that there is an acute shortage and the production of fats and oils 
needs to be increased by something like 250 per cent in order to meet the needs 

d 2 
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of the country Nevertheless what is happening at present because of lack of 
adequate guidance may be illustrated from a communication I received only a 
kw days ago One province has solemnly suggested that it should take up 
work) on the utilisation of mustard oil for industrial purposes People in Bengal 
are crying out for mustard oil because it is one of their staple articles of diet* 
and here is another province which solemnly proposes to go in to use mustard 
oil for industrial purposes I am quite certain that if there had been an oil¬ 
seeds committee to advise them on the subject such a suggestion would never 
have been made 

Now, Sir, I come to the next question, and that is the levy of a oess There 
are various opinions about that I know my Honourable friend Prof Ranga will 
suggest that Government should find the money instead of a cess being levied. 
Well, Sir, Government can only find the money from taxation What form that 
tax is to take will depend on Government And when we have to depend 
entirely on Government occisons irise when Government give a captain 
amount of money and then a retrenchment craze staits, and the first thing that 
rs apt to be retrenched is agriculture and grants given to agricultural com¬ 
mittees It is much better from the point of view of everybody if the money 
is earrnaihcd for the Committee from a special ccss levied for the purpose by 
the legislature A suggestion has bten put forward that the cess should be 
levied not on manufactures in the country but on exports The difficulty about 
that is that our expoits are dwindling Before the war the exports of oilseeds 
were 13$ lakhs of tons a year, today the exports are just over 3$ lakhs And if 
the same process goes on, the figure may drop to practically nothing 

P M and if w e adopt this method of fin incmg the committee, the risk is 
that the committee will be bankrupt m the course of the next two or three 
years That seems to be the crux of the question 

The incidence of the ccss, 1 may point out, is negligible It will be one anna 
per maund and if you reckon a maund at 12$ rupees (actually it is 15 rupees 
per maund on an average at present for the oilseeds), it works out at dne anna 
out of 200 annas, 1 e , half a per cent, and that half a per cent will be shared 
by the producer, by the consumer, by the manufacturer, and by the trader, so 
that the actual incidence of the Cess on any one group will be negligible 

I may here point out that there is already a cess on exports at more or less 
the same r.ite, t i , at hall a per cent nil unionn i, so that the cess on internal 
production and the cess on exports will be practically the same In that con¬ 
nection, Sir, I was asked by an Honourable Member from this House a8 to what 
the Council has been doing with this half a per cent cess which has been levied 
on oilseeds for the past few years That cess, which is levied by the Imperial 
Council of Agmultural Research, is a cess not only on the export of oilseeds but 
»n the expoit of various other agricultural products and it brings in a sum of 
between ten and twelve lakhs of rupees per year Out of this ten to twelve 
lakhs, the Council has to carry on research on rice, on wheat, on m llets, on Oil- 
Beeds, on pulses, on animal husbandry projects, on fisheries^ and so on So it 
can he imagined to what extent this amount of ten to twelve lakhs can suffice for 
attending to all these various important items Naturally more attention has to 
Vie paid to the ciops which will -uve lood Nevertheless I may point out that 
the Impend Council has spent quite an appreciable amount of money on financ¬ 
ing oilseed bchcines They have financed schemes on the breeding of ground¬ 
nuts in Madras, lape and rnustaul m the Punjab, linseed in the Central Pio- 
vmces, castor in Hydeiabad groundnuts in Mysore, coconuts in Madras, and in 
addition to that from a fund which was received from His Majesty’s Government 
Some years ago, part of winch was received by the Imperial Council, they have 
financed schemes for storage of groundnuts m Madras, and for the control of 
pests and diseases of flu vinous hinds of oi 1 seeds—gmundnuts m Madras ft! 
m the United Provinces, brassicae in the Punjab, linseed' m the Central Prq- 
Vinoes, qagtqr, in Hyderabad, and ^ffloVven m Bombay So tba't 1 d*o not think 
if can pe said that the claims of oilseeds have been altogether negieCtled by thb 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research 
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Now, Sir, I pass on to the next item and that is the constitution of the pro¬ 
posed committee The objection has been raised that it is too large a body and 
it will be unwieldy Sir, there is a great deal of force in that, I admit On the 
other hand, the fact is that all thebe committees work through sub-committees 
of their own, i e , the committee appoints a sub-committee for agricultural 
research, a sub-committee for technological work, a separate sub committee for 
marketing work, and so on, and all these bub committees submit their reports 
to the mam committee which then eo-ordmates the whole thing and gives its 
verdict So that if the Committee is too small, it might adversely affect the 
sub-committees’ work Then, again, Sir, the proposal is that one third of the 
members should be Government servants, 1 e , representatives mainly of pro¬ 
vincial departments of Agriculture They are necessary on a body like this 
because three fourths of the work tint will be taken up will be in connection 
with agricultural research and development, and without the help of these agri 
cultural experts this work cannot be taken up Then again, Sir, one th rd of the 
representation will go to growers I admit that it might have been an advantage 
it the representatives of growers could have been elected But there are no 
orgunisat'ons or there are very few of them which can be asked to elect More¬ 
over m certain provinces there are too many organisations und it is not possible 
to decide which of them should be given the right to elect In the circumstances 
we have had no alternative but to say that the nominations would be made by 
the Provincial Governments after consulting such organisations of growers as 
they exist m the provinces The remaining one-third of the membership of the 
committee will go to manufacturers, traders and exporters combined Here 
again one of our difficulties has been that there are so many of these associations 
that we have had to resort to nomination bv Government so that the nomina¬ 
tions from the different associations may first be received and then on the basis 
of that selections may be made as to the persons who are to be nominated to the 
committee There is one important point I would like to mention in connection 
with these committees Decisions are not made on the basis of growers or 

manufacturers or so on I, must have attended or presided over hundreds of 
meetings in the past few years myself During the whole of that period the 
number of cases in which we had to ask for votes could be counted ( n the 
fingers of one hand The decisions of these committees are not taken by votes 
at all They meet in a sort of parliament for that particular commodity where 
they discuss all aspects of the matter, discuss them thoroughly and then in 
almost all cases they come to unanimous conclusions as to the action to be taken 
for promoting the welfare of that commodity and that is the value of these 
committees—that all the interests are brought together, they meet there, they 
discuss their common problems and arrive at joint conclusions 

There is little more that I have to say The Bill has already been before a 
Select Committee which has gone into the matter in great detail and I was hop¬ 
ing that the Bill as it emerged from the Select Committee would be accepted by 
the House as it stands If, however, as I understand there is a demand on the 
part of the Members that it should be referred to another Select Committee, I 
have no objection and I shall gladly accept that suggestion 
Sir, I move 

Mr President: Motion moved 

“That the Bill to provide for the creation of a fund to be expended by a Committee 
specially constituted for the improvement and development of the cultivation and marketing 
of oilseeds and of the production, manufacture and marketing of oilseed products be 
into couaide—* ™ ” ‘ 

There are tw® groups of amendments one is that the Bill be circulated for 
ehcitouag public opinion and the other group consists of three amendments 
suggesting different dates by which the Select Committees Bhould report 

I do not find the Honourable Mr Jafler who has tabled an amendment that 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion Will the other Mem¬ 
bers therefore move their amendments? 

May I know one thing from Prof R-anga He has put in 15th February 
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Prof N G. Rang a (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhaminadan Rural) I 
would like the permission of the House to change the date to 25th February 

Mr President Then any one of these three may be moved unless there is a 
difference in the names 

Prof N G Ranga Sir, I move 

‘That the Bill ho rtleircl to a Select Committee uj lsisting of Pandit £>11 Jvnshna Dutt 
Paliwal, Mi Sasanka Sokhar Sanyal, Mr B B Varma, Dr G V Deshmukh, Sjt B S 
Hiray, Su It Vcokatasubba Roddiar, Mi Muhammad Nauman, Nawab Siddique All Khan, 
Mr Asgliai Ah lvlun Mi Mnh ininiad Kalunat ullali, ltai Uahadui D M Bhattacharyya, 
Mr B C A Cook, Sir Phcioze Khaicgat Mi K L C Gwilt, and the inovei, with msLiuc 
tiona to report by Monday, the 25th February, 1946, and that the number of membeis whose 
piesenco shall be necessity to constitute a meeting of tho Committee shall be five ” 

Mr President Whnt about the other amendments? 

Mr G V Deshmukh (Bombay City Non Muhammadan Urban) I have no 
objection to taking all the names suggested by Professor Ranga and also accept¬ 
ing the date I do not know what the Honourable Member would like, the 20th 
oi (he 25th? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat I am prepared to accept the 25th 

Dr G V Deshmukh In that case I am happy about it 

Mr President Mr Jaffer is not here again 

Amendment moved 

‘That the Bill be rifencd to a Spleet ( onnnittu consisting of Pandit Sn Knshna Dutt 
Paliwal, Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, Mr B B Varma, Dr G V Deshmukh, Sjt B S 
Hiray, Su K Vi nkatasubba Keddiar, Mi Muhammad Naum ui, Nawab Siddiquo All Khan, 
Mr Asghai Mi Khan, Mr Muhammad Bahinat ullah, Rai Bahadur D M Bhattacharyya, 
Mr B C A Cook, Sir Pheroze Kharegat Mi F L C Gwilt and the movei, with matruc 
tions to report by Monday, the 25th February, 1946 and that the number of members whose 
presence shall he necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five ” 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock 

The Assembly ie a scnibled iftu launch at II dt Past Two ot the Clock, 
Mr Piesident (The Honouiable Mr G V Mavalankar) in the Chair 


Prof N G Ranga Mr President, in support of the motion 1 wish to say 
d lew words First oi all, 1 wish to say that it is wrong ot the Government to 
try to place the financial burden for all these committees upon the peasants 
alone Evt n if it has to be conceded that peasants too have to bear a portion of 
this buiden, it must be admitted that the general revenues also ougnt to be 
expected to contribute their share to these various commodity committees In 
no other countiy, not even in England, which has beeu committed for a very 
long time to then laissez faire policy, has such a precedent been established, 
wheieby pcusunts alone aie made to pay for whatever special assistance that is 
sought to be given to them by Government It is most necessaiy that if 
peasants are to contribute this money and it amounts easily to 50 lakhs per 
annum, even according to the figures given by my Honourable fnend Sir Pheroze 
lvharegat, it is necessaiy that the Government should contribute from the gene¬ 
ral revenues, at least as much more m order to recognise their responsibility, 
their interest in the welfare of peasants It may be argued that the general 
revenues also come from the taxpayers, since peasants are a part of them It 
does not therefore make much difference but that is not so So far as the Pro¬ 
vincial Governments are concerned more than thiee fourths of their revenues are 
derived fiom peasants and agricultural workers and moBt of it through regressive 
taxation But when vve come to the revenues of the Government of India we 
find that a good percentage of it comes from the rich people Therefore it is 
possible to shift the burden of the Government’s grant to any such committee 
to as gieat an extent as possible on to the shoulders of the rich and the rich 
ought lo lie mide to contribute their share to the improvement of the lot of the 
agriculturists of our country 
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Coming to the specific points made by my Honourable friend, Sir Pheroze 
Kharegat, I wish to say that the representation provided in this proposed com¬ 
mittee for peasants is not at all adequate Sir, their idea of it is wrong, that 
peasants, traders and governments concerned are to be treated all alike and 
therefore they aie to be given one-third quota tor each one of them It is the 
peasants who have the major interest in it They grow the oilseeds and their 
prosperity or depression depends upon it and this Committee is sought to be 
constituted in older to raise the status of the growers principally Where do the 
traders come m i Where do the merchants for instance, come in? What is the* 
extremely productive function that they discharge except serving as middlemen 
and why is it that they should be treated on the same footing as the growers 
themselves ? bo I am anxiouB that the groweis should be given at least half as 
much more representation as the traders Even if it can be contended by Gov¬ 
ernment that the specific representation proposed to be given to various merchant 
organisations that are named here cannot be reduced or given up, then I suggest 
that the quantum of representation that they propose to give to the growers 
must be increased It means that the total strength of this committee has to be 
increased My answer to those who complain against the strength of this eom- 
m.ttee 13 this The Government itself have admitted that these committees 
are to serve as a sort of quasi parliaments for these crops and those people 
interested m growing and marketing and the utilisation of these crops If they are 
to be parliaments, then they must be sufficiently representative and the numbers 
of these parliaments do count and it is not necessary that they should be limited 
to such a number as to make it impossible for them to be sufficiently representa¬ 
tive f 

Secondly, these parliaments can work through their committees My 
Honourable friend has already mentioned certain aspects of it which can be 
dealt with by sub-committees There are other aspects also like marketing and 
the development of co-operative production, co operative marketing and the 
organisation, the construction of warehousing, co operative warehousing and also 
the departmental warehousing For all these things the necessary sub committees 
can be organised, say out of the members of these parliaments and also from out 
of those who may be coopted by those sub-committees Therefore I do not see 
any fundamental objection to the raising of the total strength of this committee 
and thus providing a greater percentage of representation to the growers than 
what is being provided in this 

Then, there is the other thing and that is the manner in which the cess is to 
he levied It is proposed in this Bill that it should be levied upon all ground¬ 
nut, that is decorticated in these mills We wish to make one suggestion and 
that is, oil alone should be made to pay the cess and not the cake that is 
separated from it, because oil cake is needed by our agriculturists for manunal 
purposes and it stands to reason that our peasants ought not to be made to pay 
this cess upon the oil cake that is extracted from out of their own oilseeds 
Therefore we are anxious that this cess should be confined to oil and oil cakes 
should be excluded 

There is a represent ttion propose d to be given to Provincial Governments I 
have no objection to this but theie is no reason why the same amount of uniform 
representation ought to he given to all the Provincial Governments irrespective of 
the fact that larger or smaller areas of groundnut are being represented by these 
diffeient provinces and Provincial Governments So T suggest that this also has 
to be scrutinised by the Select Committee 

Lastly, I am anxious that when these growers come to be represented, a 
sincere and earnest nttempt should be made by Government, Provincial as well 
as Central, to see that the peasants aie encouraged to oigamse themselves and 
thus get themselves represented directly thiough their organisations, and not to 
depend upon the sweet will and pleasure of the Provincial Governments whuh 
will otherwise have the right to nom nate any one they like My honourable 
friend has said that there are so many organisations and it is so difficult for him 
or for the Government to make any sort of distinction about the representative 
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character of various peasant organisations But he did not find it difficult to 
make such a distinction as between traders’ organisations, and therefore he has 
already indicated their names and also the proposed representation for them 
I do not see any reason why it should be so veiy impossible tor Government to do 
a similar thing in regard to the peasants organisations 

I hope these points will be kept in mmd by the Select Committee and also 
• by the Government and I trust that the Government will go more than half way 
in trying to meet us in the select committee stage and seeing that this Bill is 
brought back again at the earliest possible opportunity and passed into law 

Dr 0 V Dcshmukh Mr President, a good deal of the difficulty about this 
Bill has been diminished by the attitude of the Honourable Member m accepting 
the proposal for the Bill to be sent to the Select Committee The reasons for 
sending this Bill to the Select Committee are obvious and I may bring them to 
the notice of Honourable Members Aftei all this is a new House it is a fresh 
Assembly Tt is true that the Bill was considered in all its details by the 
Select Committee of the old House Looking at the membeis of that Select 
Committee, I find that five of them have written dissenting minutes, and so 
far as the membership of this House is concerned I think 50 per cent of them 
are no more m the House Therefore these are all rc isons whv the Bill should 
be sent to Select Committee and as in the case of the old Bill, also in the 
case of this Bill, T mav sa\ that our intention m trving to refer this Bill to the 
select committee should not he misunderstood There is absolutely no intention 
on this side of the House to have nnv delaving tactics at all Perhaps we may 
admit that the Honourable Members there mav he very anxious in regard to 
these questions, but we claim that we are no less anxious, if anvthing more 
anxious, to do all we can for the people of our country 

Looking at the aims and objects of this Bill I find that it is for the produc¬ 
tion and development of the oilseeds and also of the marketing of the oilseeds 
I am very glad that the Honourable Member has drawn the attention of this 
House to the importance of this question After all, when you Compare this 

question of oilseeds—and as I mentioned the other day also the case of drugs_ 

if you compare these questions with the other financial and economic questions 
which make so much noise m the Assembly at the present time, you will find 
that these questions are of far greater and verv much more vital importance 
than the other questions which make a good deal of noise The Honourable 
Member today told us 

Sjt N V Oadgil (Bombay Central Divisions Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
Coins naturally make more noise I 


Dr G- V Deshmukh - Yes it is very small compared with the noise that 
coins make, whether it is Bretton Woods or something else Under the circum¬ 
stances T think that the members of the House are not doing a wrong thing in 
drawing the attention of the House to these questions, whether it is of drugs 
or oilseeds or any other vital question which involves the health of this country 
and not only this House, I find that the members also of the Press cannot be 
absolved from the charge that they also do not realise the relative importance 
of the subject However this is not the occasion for me to upset anybody All 
I can sav is that questions like these which immediately do not look of so 
much vital importance, but which really if you were to consider, are of far 
greater importance ought to be given better publicity, not from the point of 
view of the speakers or the Assembly, because the whole function of discussions 
m this House or of publishing in the press is to educate public opinion, and I 
claim that the press is a very important agent in educating public opinion 

Looking at the aims and obiects of 4ns Bill f certainly think that having a 
cess committee and producing the finance for this kind of a Bill is absolutely 
an attempt in the tight direction How the finance is to be found Is for the 
Honourable Member and other members of the House to determine 
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One defect I find in the constitution of this Bill is With regard to the market¬ 
ing f find that on this, different associations and different Governments are 
nominated for membership on the council, I find that if you want to improve 
the marketing of this commodity, then you can only do so under the present 
circumstances by taking the help of the trading associations which are already 
m existence I admit that thev may not be in a very perfect condition, but on 
the other hand, when you are introducing this Bill and when you are passing 
this Bill, if you give encouragement to the trading associations in sending their 
elected members, I think you would have gone a good way in improving the 
condition of this Bill To illustrate what I mean, m Bombay we have the 
Seed Traders Association I am certainly interested in this association, for this 
reason that it happens to be my constituency as well This Seed Traders 
Association, if you look at the reports from the department on the Groundnuts 
Committee report or the Linseed report, we find that the report itself pavs a 
proper compliment to this body, and save that what with futures and hedge 
contract and all that, the influence of this association has been to stabilise the 
conditions in the oilseeds market The report also acknowledges that the Seed 
Traders Association is the only organised body so far as they know ind their 
regulations and rules are very good Tn sp te of that and the avowed object of 
this Bill being also*the marketing of oilseeds, I find no nominee, nobody from 
that Seed Traders Association, who could come to this committee directly I 
should therefore request the Honourable Member to take these trading associa¬ 
tions into consideration xmd give them proper representation 

Another thing that I should certainly like to draw the attention of the House 
to is with regard to the value of these oilseeds as foods After all our attention 
is only drawn tn the fact that the internal trade in oilseeds is about 2 oroies 
and the exports come to 5 or 10 crores 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyanga r (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) Of rupees’ 

Dr. O V Deshmukh' Yes Besides that, at the present time we have to- 
take into consideration the fact that these seeds have a food value It is 
astonishing that our attention has been concentrated on grams as regards foodi 
and whenever we have a discussion about food shortage we all seem to concen¬ 
trate our attention on this that we have not got sufficient quantity of food- 
grains and there >s a deficit and let us go to America to beg for foodgrams But 
my charge against the Government as well as the Agriculture and Food Depart¬ 
ment has been and is that there are such things as protective foods and that 
supposing we have a sufficient supply, not of foodgrams but what you call the 
protective foods—and groundnuts comes under that classification of protective 
foods—today we would not be looking askance at the position that is going to 
arrive after two or three months Today we would not be m a panic about 
famine overcoming us Today we would not be going about begging for food 1 
from America Today the Food Secretary would not be getting all these dis¬ 
appointing replies about foodstuffs 

Now, Sir, the average food of an Indian valued in calories and vital contents 
is hardly 2 per cent in fats and that is why you see our people so under 
nourished and suffering from lack of vitality On the other hand look at the 
diet of an average European or the average diet of a healthy race You will 
find not less than 15 to 20 per cent of calories is made up of fats I am not 
now talking merely from the commercial point of view I am now talking from 
the point of view of the health of the race If we can double or quadruple the 
quantity of giouad nuts and linseed that we grow, we should certainly try to 
do so If you concentrate merely on paper and say that have increased your 
fallow area by 7 millions and got a reserve of 50,000 tons it means nothing 

It has always been a surprise to me as to why we did not concentrate with 
regard to our food supply in so far as the production is concerned and I thinlr 
that with proper utilisation of water and proper utilisation of manure our pro¬ 
duction could easily have been doubled or trebled and to that extent the problem- 
of food m this country could have been solved Unfortunately this has not beern 
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done The nutritive value of groundnuts, is verv great 1 had a talk with 
nutritional friends in Bombay and they assure me that with a little enro m 
shelling, a good deal of it which now goes as food for cattle such as seed cakes 
could be utilised for human consumption T am not talk'ng of special experts 
Those who are conversant with the subject and are m touch with public opinion 
have assured me on this point and I should request the Honouiablc Member to 
look at this fiom that point of view as well The quality of the seed should 
be impioved oertainlv The marketing conditions should also be nnpioved I 
hope the Agiiculturil Depirtment and if possible the Food Department will do 
all they can specially m the coming months in the places where food e m be 
easily grown and where water is now allowed to go to waste You Sir, have 
seen how m our presidency hydro electric water from Khandala Ghat goes to 
waste, without being utilised for the production of foodstuffs m this country It 
is not that the Government’s attention has not been drawn to this If I 
remember rightly something like 3 years have already passed and vet nothing 
has been done T do not know whether all this is kept waiting for the post war 
period Any wav, I hope that the looming famuie conditions will wake us to 

our situation 

I therefore ask the Member in charge to take note of the points T have raised 
in my cursory discussion of the subject T hope they will attempt not only to 
produce a better quality of seed but more plentiful seeds I do not care so 
much about exports as the nutrition of the people and I hope that trading 
wssociat ons like the Seed Traders Association of Bombay will be given proper 
representation on this Committee and thus fulfil a very useful purpose 

Mr Leslie Gwilt I am surprised at the opening remarks of my friend Dr 
Dexhnuikh, because if I understood the remarks of the Honourable the Mover 
he was prepared to accept the motion for Select Committee 

When this motion came before the House during the last session I was a 
member of the Select Committee and in the remarks that I made when the 
motion for reference to a Select Committee was moved I made one or two points 
and there was one which I feel has not been dealt with as adequately as it might 
have been The point was that the case which the Bill seeks to provide should 
also be levied upon the oil entering Bntish India from the Indian States The 
Honourable Member who was then in charge of the Bill, when replying to the 
debate, in his stride, as it were, said that he felt that the machinery that would 
be necessary for the imposition of such a cess would be out of proportion to 
the amount of revenue that would be raised Well, Sir, he may be coirect but 
I would like to hear from the Honourable Member now in charge of the Bill 
whethei in the meantime Government have had an opportunity of studying that 
■particular point and what are their findings If my information is correct, 
ground nut oil that is produced in Kathiawar and the Niram States alone amount 
to some 55 thousand tons and here I should say that m order to produce 55,000 
tons of oil it is necessary to crush 140,000 tons of ground nuts and an octroi 
duty or cess of one anna a pound on the ground nuts crushed or Rs 4 4-0 per 
ton of oil would yield 2,35,000 rupees from those two States alone If all other 
States and all other kinds of oil seeds crushed are tal en into account I submit 
■that there would be a very substantial recovery and I would like to hear from 
the Honourable Member if the machinery is going to cost more than the 
amount of cess likely to be recovered, if my figures are correct 

Mr Muhammad Nauruan (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa Muham¬ 
madan) I do not propose to take up much of the time of the House I support 
the motion for Select Committee The Bill was already referred to a Select 
Committee in the last session when we were here Now that committee will 

3 pm havp an °PP ort,in, tv to discuss things more fully and give their 
points of view I certainly support the view which has been expressed 
by the last speaker Mr Gwilt that the Government should take into considera¬ 
tion whether it would be advisable or not to levy a cess on the oil entering 
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British India fiom the different States because according to his calculation, it 
may be a substant al amount m the neighbourhood of six to seven lakhs At 
the moment, of comsi the incidence of taxation which is proposed is not big 
enough accoidmg to the Honouiable Member in charge and T agree with him 
The whole question winch wi hive got to examine is whether this cess atnl the 
working of this system is in the interest of the growers or not We have got 
to give an imp< tus to the growtis and we do not want to subject them to any 
such t nation, which ilthough the rite mav be small, yet the paiaphi main of 
staff, etc , to which the Government officials have been used to might cause a 
certain amount of lvu issmcnt and this may alienate the grovvcis fiom their 
impetus foi larger production Th it is one point which has got to be very 
seriously consideied My feelings at the moment are that the cess on export 
should be increased rather than the ciss levied on giowers to meet the expenses 
I also urge that no part of the dutv which Government taise as income from 
that source for the development of which the Government propose to establish 
this Department should be utilised ou the department, on the other band the 
general exchequer should be able to be u this paltry sum which it is receiving, 
about 12 lakhs as < ontiibution for this particular item There i« no reason 
why the growers should be taxed to anv < xtent I am not opposing the incidence 
of tax, but I am opposing the principle of taxation on the growers in this parti¬ 
cular state With these words, I support the motion for referring the Bill to 
the Select Committee and I would be glad to hear the Government on this 
issue that we have rajsed m the House at the moment 

Sn R Venkatasubba Beddiar (South Arcot cum Clungleput Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) Sir, i welcome th s measure, but not the Bill as it is before th» 
House This was embodied in the Oil Seeds Committee m 1944 and the idea 
originated that a special committee tor oil seeds is to be constituted and 
special legislation should be brought before the House In pursuance of this, 
this Bill has come before the House The Honourable Member in charge of the 
measurt has said that the aim is to increase production and to increase the oil 
contents in the oil seeds But lie does not say whether the increased production 
or the increase m the oil contents will go to the benefit of the producer He 
made no specific or definite statement with regard to that Increased pro¬ 
duct on of the quantity and oil contents are not always going hand in hand with 
increased lcniuneration to the producer of the oil seeds, and ou that point I 
should like to have some explanation from the Honourable Member in charge 
I am indebted to my Honourable friend Dr Deslimukh for having made plain 
the fact that giound nut which is the mam produce of the presidency from 
which I hail is useful ns food My friend has explained that it contains fat to 
such an extent that it can be substituted as one of the substances which are 
necessary to nffmd the necessary caloties foi human beings It is not only that, 
ground nut selves ns food for human beings It is also of great help to the 
cultivators, the agriculturists T1 e cake w hich is obtained trom the ground nuts 
is used as manure for growing other ciops It is for growing this verv same 
ground nut crop, i astor nop, these oil cakes which aie obtained fiom these 
seeds are used as manure Even from th it point of view this ground nut 
cultivation ought to be encouraged by the Government 

Now, Sir, about the cess which is sought to he imposed and which has been 
referred to by previous speakers, it is a common feature that for anything the 
agriculturist is taxed He is not only paying land revenue, he is paying so 
many other cesses Educational cess at the rate of ten pies or even one anna 
in several districts of my Province is being collected from him Road cess is 
being collected from him There aie so many other cesses, and add to it, now 
there is a special cess now proposed on every maund of ground nut which is to 
be crushed in a mill We know that at the time these cesses are sought to be 
imposed, the explanation given is that it will not affect the producer The same 
thing was said in several provinces when the Sales Tax was levied, that it will 
not affect the producer, that it will not affect the consumer, but that it will affect 
only the middleman Now we know from experience of the working of this 
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measure thalj it hits the poor man most It is the poor man that is bearing 
this burden most It will eventually he cut down from the price offered to the 
producer by the miller So, I suggest that if it is possible, this levy on the 
crushing industry should be icmoved and some other means found out to get 
this fund for the committee I would have been glad if the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber had given us the income that he anticipates from this cess, also the amount 
that is necessary to defray the expenses of this committee which is to function 
under this "Bill About the constitution mv Honourable friend Prof Ranga 
has laid special stress on the representation which is sought to he given to the 
producers I ]oin with him m his plea for more representation on behalf of 
producers Unless the voice of the producer is heard and he is made to benefit, 
there is no use passing anv number of measures or making all sorts of propa 
ganda because all these efforts like the grow more food campaign will fall flat 
and bound to fail unless the committee and other organisations take it into 
their head to make the cultivation of anv crop paving to the producer With 
these words, T support the motion for referring the Bill to the Select Committee 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Sir, I am opposed to the very principle 
of the Bill, and it is for this reason, tint an impetus is sought to be given to 
the export trade of raw materials That has been our bane We are now hy¬ 
ing to impose additional cess on all oil pressed in the mills m this country, not 
in private mills but m power mills That will mean that the export of raw 
oil seeds would be encouraged m preference to utilising them for various pur¬ 
poses m this country That, is mv first objection Mv own feeling is that there 
Slight to be no encouragement of anv kind to export anv of our raw produce 
except such as are not wanted in this country And even with respect to jute 
and other such produce which are commercial and which are paving us large 
Sums of money, I submit that they ought not to be sent in a raw cond’iion but 
sent in a manufactured form We have a practical monopoly m this country 
of oilseeds, jutes and hides and skins and the rest of the world has to depend 
on us for them Why should we not improve the industries of this country and 
provide employment for millions of men who are starving and hungering every 
day The same old thing is still continuing and this is another weapon in the 
hands of foreign persons to exploit our produce in this country I am therefore 
quite opposed to this measure m toto 

Another aspect of this question is this I have my own feeling that we 
are trying to produce various sorts of things in this country to the prejudice of 
growth of foodgrains which are absolutely necessary We are deficient m 
foodgrains Rice is too small, and even before the war we had not enough rice 
in this country and had to import rice from Burma, wheat also was being 
imported from Australia In these circumstances what is the object of giving 
an impetus to the growth of further production of oilseeds in this country to 
the prejudice of the growth of foodgrains? Oilseeds may be m addition to the 
food but it can never take the place of foodgrains 

My third objection is this Coming to the representation that is suggested 
m this Bill, encouragement ought to be given to start growers’ societies m various 
districts There must be taluka societies, district societies, provincial organisa¬ 
tions and a central apex organisation Nominations I am dead opposed to. 
The suggestion was made by the previous conference of oilseed growers as early 
as 1944 When the Bill was framed thereafter and went to the Select Commit¬ 
tee, members wrote minutes of dissent suggesting that various organisations 
should be brought up and encouraged by Government either by way of co¬ 
operative enterprise or individuals must join into organisations so that they may 
send their representatives instead of representatives being chosen by Govern¬ 
ment by nomination That must be insisted on with respect to growers of oil¬ 
seeds 

Lastly, I submit that on another ground also I do not think that the measure 
is necessary If it is intended for the encouragement of research on oilseed^ 
and the growth of a kind of standardisation of oilseeds, I will say that already 
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there are other institutions for that purpose The Imperial Council of Agricul- 
iitiral Research is devoted mAmly to this policy There are similar research 
institutions m various parts of this country Subsidies mav be given from the 
Government of India A portion of the money which the taxpayer already 
pays to the general funds m various shapes and forms may be spent for this, 
and an extra burden should not be imposed On that ground also I am opposed 
to the principle of the Bill But if there is a general concensus of opinion in 
its favour I do not want to stand m its way For everything there is a general 
tendency to set up a committee, a committee which may consist of 50 persons 
from all over the country This committee will swallow up whatever is raised 
by way of taxation from this cess I know how these committees work I have 
Seen members with one foot in Delhi—if this is the meeting place—and another 
foot in the train If they come by the morning tram they make arrangements 
to leaVe by the evening train In these cai'nimstances this is absolutely uh- 
neoessary No doubt the Honourable Member who has moved it may think that 
ft is a feather in his cap because rt is a convention to have various committees 
formed by the various members on the Treasurv Benches No doubt this will 
he only another such committee In any ease I submit that instead of impos¬ 
ing a cess a tax should be imposed on exported articles 

Sir, whatever the decision of the House may be, I am personally opposed to 
the Bill, but if it is referred fo a Select Committee I hope these matters will 
he taken into consideration 

Sardar Sampuran Singh (West Punjab Sikh) Sir, I am afraid the object o? 
this Bill seems to have been misunderstood to a certrin extent T rather 
congratulate the Government on bringing forward this Bill because it was very 
badiy needed The cultivation of oilseeds throughout the country is very 
haphazard and there has been no improvement either in the matter of seed or in 
the method of sowing it almost ever since the Agriculture Departments m the 
various provinces were set up This is a very neglected sideline of agriculture 
and it is a crop which brings money to the agriculturist I will take the analogy 
of the Central Cotton Committee of India which has done very useful work for 
the agriculturist It is mainly due to the research done by that institution that 
we are having so mu<5h of long staple or at least medium staple cotton in this 
country Ip the same way if this comm’ttee is started it is immaterial whether 
the money comes from the ce6R or fiom the pockets of Government It is for 
Government to arrange, and if we can manage to get the money from the 
pockets of Government, well and good But that is a question of detail which 
we can discuss when we discuss the various provisions of the Bill itself But 
for the present we must admit that this is a measure which is very much re¬ 
quired and it will add to the wealth of the country We should not postpone 
it or deal wth it in such a way that we take another year or two in passing it 
through the House You have seen m the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
that it has been alreadv pending for one or two years and if we delay it by 
circulating it for public opinion or for other reasons it will take another year 
or two again This is n measure which we should trv to adopt as soon as 
possible because its utility is admitted on all sides No doubt it is true that 
there are other things like wheat and nee on which we still require research 
work but that does not mean that oilseeds should be neglected 

Sir, T suggest that if the Bill should be sent to Select Committee the report 
should he submitted at an early date so thnt the Bill mav be passed into 
law during this session 

Mr. Madandhan Singh (Bihar and Orissa Landholders) Sir, I am not going 
to associate rnvself with mv Honourable friend Sardar Sampuran Singh who 
spoke last on congratulating Government on this Bill So far as I have con- 
sidetpd the Bill I think it ip not, going tq help the agriculturists What have 
the Departments of Aarculturc done so far to lielp the agriculturists? So far 
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as I know in my own province, the department has done nothing and agricul¬ 
ture is being done m the same way as was done two hundred years ago They 
have not been benefited at all by this Department and so T associate my self 
with my Honourable friend Mr Ayyangar 

There are two aspects of this Bill First is the production of oilseeds When 
the Agriculture Department has done nothing as yet to improve agriculture, I 
do not see how this law or this Committee will give relief to the agriculturists 
In one way or other this cess is going to be a burden on the agriculturists 

Then, Sir, I find that the Bill is intended to help marketing I do not 
understand how marketing can be facilitated when the villages are not connected 
by roads For about si\ months in the year it is very difficult to go to any 
village, after the monsoon starts right up to November one cannot go to any 
village Therefore I think that the agriculturist will not m any way be helped 
by this BUI Marketing can be improved only if the Government takes upon 
itself the task of constructing village roads I do not understand how they 
can improve marketing facilities otherwise, and I think it will be a burden on 
the agriculturist 

In my area, Sir, the rate of canal tax is very high The agriculturist wants 
that rate be reduced and it should be reduced But on the other hand I find 
that under this Bill the burden on the agriculturist is going to be increased 
With these few words, Sir, I associate myself with the remarks made by my 
Honourable fnend, Mr Ayyangar 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat I have already aeccepted the reference to the Select 
Comnuttet., and so there is perhaps no need for me to say very much But 
I would like to make it quite clear that this Committee is definitely going to 
help the agriculturists of India because, as I explained earlier this morning, 
by its efforts it will succeed in producing more oilseeds per acre, and that 
increased production will mean increased income to the agriculturist Again, 
it will produce oilseeds which have a higher oil content and we know from 
experience that manufacturers and traders are prepared to pay a considerably 
higher price for oilseeds which contain a larger proportion of oil Therefore 
from that point of view too the producer will gain by getting a higher price 
for what he produces ind by producing more than what he does at present 
I am sorry my Honourable fnend, Mr Ayyangar, was probably not in the 
House when I spoke this morning because several ol the points that he had 
raised now had been dealt with by me in my earlier speech I had explained 
then that our exports ot oilseeds have already dropped irom 13£ lakhs of tons 
to 3j lakhs of tons and our policy is—it is the accepted policy of Government— 
to try and reduce these exports to the minimum and, if necessary, only to 
export the oil rather than the oilseeds I also made it quite clear that there 
is no intention whatsoever of competing with foodgrams The idea is to 
increase the production per acre and not to increase the acreage under oilseeds 
As regards the method by which the cess is to be levied I take it that will 
be discussed in detail by the Select Committee and I need not therefore go 
into the matter at present 

The only point I may make clear here is that the burden of the cess is not 
going to fall on the producer, particularly if the cess is going to be levied on 
the oil then there is no reason for supposing that the producer will have to beai 
most of the burden How it will be distributed amongst the various Interests, 

I cannot say 

As regards the constitution of the committee, there again the suggestion 
that there should be a representative of the seed traders association and other 
such matters, will be gone into, I think, by the Select Committee 

The question of the States is much more difficult because we have no juris¬ 
diction over the States, but what we are hoping is that when the Act is passed, 
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Hyderabad and the other States 'which are large producers will levy a corres¬ 
ponding duty which will be made over to the Committee The main areas 
concerned are Hyderabad and the Bombay States— i e Kathiawar So far as 
these States are concerned, they are responsible for more than 90 per cent of 
the production in the States 

My Honouiable friend, Hr Deshmukh, suggested that the production should 
be nicieased I have got the figures here before me which show that the 
production ot oilseeds which was 4 1 million tons in 1938-39 has increased to 4 > 
million tons ilreudy, that is, by 10 ucr cent His ‘■uggestion that the cake 
should bt used is a food loi human beings his been examined by the Nutrition 
Experts and they have advised against it, though we are aware of the fact that 
there aic ceitnn other experts who consider that this cake, if suitably treated, 
is suitable is human food On the other hand, as I have just said, there are 
others who consider that it is not worthwhile using the c ike for human beings 
So far is the groundnuts themselves are concerned, everyone agrees that taken 
in moderation they are an extremely valuable addition to the normal diet 

Tin other points th it were raised about general improvement of agriculture 
and (lie construction of roads and so on, I am afraid T cannot deal with, because 
it w ill take too long I could talk for hours on what the Government have done 
and are doing, but this is pethaps not the time nor the place for that 
I think, Sir, that covers all the points that have been raised 
Mr Leslie Gwilt My Honourable friend made no reference to the point 
which I Laised, and I suggest it is important 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: I thought I said that the point will be looked into* 
aftei* this Bill has been passed, and we will try and prevail on the States to 
adopt similar measures and introduce a similar cess 

Mr. B. O Morris (Madras European) "What happened to the funds raised' 
hitherto’ 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat- Here again it is unfortunate that the Honourable 
Member was not present this morning when I spoke I gave a full account of 
the money that was spent I think I pointed out that so far as the Cess is 
concerned which go t .s to-the Imperial Council, it comes to about 10/12 lakhs 
a year which has been used on research on rice, on wheat, on millets, on pulses ( 
on oil seeds, on annual husbandry, on fisheries and so on A reasonable portion 
of that amount has been spent in connection with the breeding of better varieties 
of giound nuts, of til, of mustard, of linseed, and of safflower We have a’so 
given monev which was obtained from H M G as i gift in 1941 or thereabouts 
That poition of it which was allotted to the ICAR has been used for the 
improvement and storage of ground nuts and for research work on controlling 
pests and diseases of the various oil-seeds which I have mentioned * 

Mr. President The question is 

“That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Pandit Sn Krishna Dutt 
Paliwal, Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, Mr B B Varma, Dr G V Deshmukh, Sjt B 8 
Hiray, Sri B Venkatasubba Reddiar, Mr Muhammad Nauman, Nawab Siddique All Khan, 
Mr Asghar Ah Khan, Mr Muhammad Rahmat ullah Rai Bahadur D M Bhattacharyya, 
Mr B C A Cook, Sir Pheroze Kharegat, Mr E X C Gwilt, and the mover, with instruc 
taona to report by Monday, the 26th February, 1946, and that the number of members whose 
presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five ” 

The motion was adopted 


CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL 
The Honourable Sir Asoka Rqy (Law Member) Sir, I move* 

“That the Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, be taken mto- 
oonsi deration " 
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ilie case for the Bill is briefly explained m the Statement of Objects and 
Be a sons The Bill had its origin in the lepresentation by the Patna High Court 
to tne effect that it was often desirable m the interests of expeditious disposal 
of work in a Court of Session that a case or appeal made over to an Additional 
Sessions J udge should be recalled with a view to its being heard by the Sessions 
Judge or bv another Judge of the Court, that in the existing state of the law 
Any such recall involved a reference to the High Court, and much waste of time 
resulted Provincial Governments were consulted on the proposal which has 
been un mimouslv supported I may add that the Bombay High Court has 
expressed the opinion that the amendment should be made at the earliest oppor¬ 
tunity biT, the Bill is directed to a mere matter of administrative convenience 
and raises no question of principle In the circumstances, I hope that the 
amendments tor the circulation of the Bill and for reference thereof to a Select 
Committee will not be pressed Sir, I move 

Ur President Motion moved 

“That the Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, be taken into 
consideration ” 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
Without moving my amendment, I would <'«k your indulgence and that of the 
House to make certain observations directly connected with the principle behind 
the proposed amendment of the Government 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy I think I made it clear that the Bill involved 
no question of principle It was directed to be a mere matte# of administrative 
convemence 

Mr. President Order, order 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal' fiverythmg involves questions of principle 
Mv objection to the Bill is not m so fai as it goes but my objection is that the 
Government should have seized this opportunity of enlarging the power of 
trmsier withm the meaning of Section r )28 and instead of giving the very limited 
powers to the Sessions Judge the Government ought to have vested the Sessions 
Judge with all the powers of transfer which are given* to the Magistrates under 
Seotion 528 of the Criminal Procedure Code Sir, in this eonnection I would 
invite ■sour attention to a portion of the opinion given by an eminent lawyer, 
and that appears Sir, in part of the literature which was circulated by the 
Legislative T)epirtment in another connection Mr N Barwell, an eminent 
legal practitioner said 

‘It cannot be doubted that the effect of such binding decision; would before loi g drive 
tbe Legislature to remove the piesent grave defect in the Criminal Procedure Code m 
dlnsequence of which as it now stands and it is now used, it is probably the world’s worst 
piece of adjectival law ” 

It is undoubtedly a piece of legislation which has been very much a source of 
annovanee to litigants and lawyers 


\h >hort point is this Both on question of print iple and on question of 
e\U( 1 it i’t y, vvhv dots not the Government considtr the necessity of investiig 
tl < St sums ludgi \ ith poweis of transfer m general ns provided for in Section 
* instead of giving the Sessions Tudge power of transfer and withdrawal only 
m n put of those eases vthieh are befeire the Adelitional Sessions Judges That 
is in v sfm lit point This involves partly a question of principle and paitly 
n question of expedie nc> As a question of principle, may I invite your atten 
fiem t> Hnptu TT of the Ciumnal Piocedure Code? In Chapter II of thvt 
C<i f I* 'ou will be good enough t fine! that the classification of Courts is sketched 
and therefore you find that besides the High Court and the Special Courts, there 
are the different criminal courts At the t6p Is the Sessions Judge and at the 
bdttdrh ylon fifid the Subordinate Magistrates In between the Wo there art the 
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Distnct Magistrates and the Sub-clivision.il Magistrates What is the wisdom 
in giving general powers of transfer as the Couit has done only to Distr'efc 
Magistrates and Sub divisional Maiistrates md denying that powei to a Sessions 
Judge which is undoubtedly higner in powei and status than these subordinate 
Magistrates At the top the High Couit has general powers trinsfirred under 
Section 528 Tliat is as it should be Then, Sir, within the district there is a 
general powei of transfer 

Mr. President: Order, order Though I must admit, not being connected 
■with criminal courts, I do not quite follow the fine distinctions which the 
Honouiable Member is making so far as the subordination of different courts is 
concerned, it appears to me that the present B11 is restricted only to a small 
point, and that is that the Sessions Judge and the Additional Sessions Judge 
being persons practically having concurrent powers, it 's not possible for one of 
them to transfer cases to the other and that is what the Bill seeks to remedy 
Am I right there’ 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy Yes, Sir 

Mr President So the scope of the Bill is restricted only to administrative 
convenience The other point which the Honouiable Member is trying to make 
out will be a wider point, vis , is to wlicthei t’le courts shou d be subordm 
cd to each other and how the powers of transfer may be vested in higher courts 
That will be a different is=ue which, I am a'raid, will not come nothin the scope 
of the present Bill 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal S.r, I quite appreciate the observations made 
by you To quote yourself, as you said the other dav, even when the Bill raises 
a very restricted issue, vet m Older to discuss the merits or demerits of the parti¬ 
cular issue, we cannot forget or overlook the necessary and invariable bearing 
which tint particnlni ssue Ins upon otliir co nlated matters liven so, I assure 
vou, bir, that I am not travelling wide m order to drag beforv the House the 
various lacunae m the C imiinal ihocedure Code I am simply drawing the 
attention of the House to the unwisdom of bunging the issue in a form which not 
only does not serve the real purpose but abo to a certain extent defeats the very 
purpose itself If you will give me a httle latitude, even if I go wide of the 
mark, I would just miprtss upon the House the point at issue and I want to 
advise the Honourable the Law Member not to be satisfied with removing a very 
lestucted lacuna when he could have hi ought in a incisure within the very ambit 
of Sec 528 which would not only serve the purpose in view but will also g ve 
larger relief to law itself Therefore as a matter of general principle or as a 
general piopositinu T w is diawmg vour ittention to the fict that at the top there 
is a higher court winch should exercise general powers of transfer, then, St, 
below the District Migstrate and the Sub Divisional Magistrate exercise powers 
of transfer These things are covered by Sections 526 and 528—526 exclusively 
foi High Courts and See 528 for District and Sub-Divisional Magistrate I 
would advise the Honourable the Law Member only to add the words Sessions 
Judge m the place where District Magistrates and Sub Divisional Magistrates 
occur in Sec 528 

Mr President I feel that the Honourable Member has sufficiently made 
out that point He wishes to bring to the notice of the House and the Honour¬ 
able the Law Member the desirability of considering the powers of transfer so far 
as the sessions judges are concerned Any further discussion now on that point 
would be beyond the scope of the present Bill 

Mr, Sansanka Sekhar Sanyal: Not merely on a question of general principle 
or proposition but also on a question of prudence and expediency, without going 
into the larger question of Criminal justice or the larger question of the separa¬ 
tion of the judiciary from the Executive I will just state only one point and that 
is this Always there should be a power given to the sessions judge which will 
enable him to exercise general powers of supervision upon the magistrates You 
Know, Sir, that our magistrates are executive judges 
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lit. President I am afraid the Honourable Member is going into a very wide 
field He has brought to the notice of the House, the desirability of considering 
the question in its wider aspects and any further discussion now on that question 
Will be, I think, outside the scope of the piesent Bill 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal Sn, will I be permitted on the third reading of 
the Bill 

Mr President What is beyond the scope of the Bill in the first reading is 
equally beyond the scope of the Bill in its third reading 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal I understand your difficulty, Sir, but I hope 
you will aLo understand my difficulty I will not embatass the House or my 
self but one thing I would request the Honoui tble the Law Member to do and 
that is not to be satisfied with the small nuendment now proposed Let him go 
ahead, give larger poweis to the sessions judge for transfer, because that will 
serw the c.nisi ot justice Tf tin sessions judge has gencril powei of t’ uisfertlit 
subordinate eourls which are more or less of an executive nature, will always 
feel that the moio judicial judge w 11 mtufere with the vigancs of justice and 
the litigants 

Mr President Older, Older T do not think I can pciinit the Honourable 
Member to go into tint aspect of the niattu He has sufficiently said about it 
Has he any other point with reference to this Bill? 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal No, Sir 

Sri T V Satakopachan (Tanjorc cum TLchnopov Non Mull inunadan 
Rural) Sir, I would like to liayc fiom the Honourable the Law Member an e\ 
planation or some satisfactory reason for idding to his amendment these words 

"At inv time* Ixfoie the tin! of the cist 01 the liemng ot the ajjpeil Ins lomniuic' 1 '! 
before the \dditional Sessions Judge ” 

Those words aie supufluous m this respect ^ou will find that m Sec 523 
all the clauses commence bv saying any Sessions Judge may withdiaw, anv 
Chief Presidency Magistrate, etc etc can withdraw or recall, Piovincial Gov¬ 
ernments may authorise district magistrates 

Mr President M iy T po nt out to the Honourable Member th it he will 
have an opportunity of bringing these points into discussion when we come to 
clnuso-by-clause leading stage 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy Sir, I might answer my Honourable friend’s 
pomf immediately Jf he had read the Statement of Objects and Reasons he 
would have seen that it is made dear that Additional Sessions Judges are not 
judicially subordinate to (he Sessions Judge and that is whv it is provided tint 
the recall of the case should take place only befme the trial of the case or the 
hearing of the appeal has commenced before the Additional Sessions Judge 
That is the idea 

With rcgaid to my friend Mr Sanyal s point I would only emphasise that 
this Bill is directed to the purely administrative function of distributing work, 
that is to say, where the Sess’ons Judge finds that for some reason or other the 
dav’s work in his file or that of an Additional Sessions Judge has fallen through, 
while another \dditional Sessions Tudge has more work than he can cope with 
expeditiously, it will permit the Sessions Judge to recall to his file (for hearing 
bv himself or another judge by re transfer) a Sessions case or Criminal appeal, 
the hearing of which has not vet commenced The idea of adding those words 
was to make it quite clear that the Additional Sessions Judge will not be made 
subordinate to the Sessions Judge and that the Sessions Judge’s powers were 
limited The power of recall or transfer could only be exercised before the actual 
hearing started 

As regards mv friend Mr Sanval’s suggestions T shall examine them with 
Care and cons der what act’on if anv, can be taken 

Mr President' The question is 

' That the Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure 1898 be taken into 
consideration ” 



955 


CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The motion was adopted 
Clause 2 was added to the Bill 
Clause 1 was added to the Bill 
The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy Sir, I move 

“that the Bill lie passed ’ 

Mr President Motion moved 

* That the Bill be passed ” 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal Sir, without inflicting a speech in this matter, 
since the Honourable the Law Member has said that he will consider the ideas 
expressed by me, I have only to request him to look into the matter at an early 
date, because being occupied with the administration of criminal law in the 
interior of the country, my idea is that the entire Criminal Procedure Code 
requires genual overhaul, and the points tailed will, I hope, receive the early 
attention of the Govermmnt so that some i«li<f ( ut b<- available to the litigant 
public 

Mr President The question is , 

' That the Bill be passed ” 

The motion was adopted 

INSURANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL 

PllESLN TATION Ot EFFORT Ot SEI LCT (oWMlTITb 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy (Law Member; Sir, I present the report of 
the Select Committee on the Bill fuithu to amend the Insurance Act, 1938 

CODE OK CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL 
The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy (Law Member) Sir, I move 
Tli it the Bill fuitliei to inund the Lode of Liiimntl Pioieduir, 1898 (Suond Amend 
im.nl bo L 1kt.11 into lonsideidtion 

The genebis ol the Bill is explained in the statement ot objects and reasons 
1 have only to add that Provincial Governments and High Courts were consulted 
on the expedieney of undertaking legislation in putsuauce oi the lead given by 
their lordships ol the Judicial Committee, and that the proposal has received 
unanimous support 1 should have thought myselt that this was i Bill which can 
give rise to no eontiovusy and 1 hope that the amendment for circulation will 
not be piessed I find on the paper there is an amendment to be moved by Sir, 
George Sponcc, whuh is intended to provide for a case which has been dealt 
with by the Federal Court on appeal from a High Couit The amendment fills 
up a lacuna m the Bill and is acceptable to me Sn, I move 
Mr President Motion moved 

That the Bill furthei to amend the Code of Criminal Proceduie 1898 (Second tinend 
ment) be taken into consideration ” 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Piesideney Division Non-Muhammadan 
Ruial) Sn, I will not move my amendment, but with your permission I will 
just bring one matter to the attention of the Law Member for such relief as he 
can bring m tins matter at an eaily date The question relates to the case of 
an appeal which was consideied by their lordships of the Privy Council and so 
fai as the Honourable the Law Member has attempted to fall m line with then 
observations, I have nothing to say by way of objection But may I remind the 
Honourable the Law Member that the statutory provisions of bail are defeated 
even bv the courts themselves and we have to guard ourselves against that 1 ’ 
Even last year there was an Amendment Act by thiB House and there section 
426, relating to bail, was Amended by section 3 of Act II of 1945 it was there 
laid down that when any person other than the person accused of a non-bailable 
offence -s sentenced to imprisonment by a court and an appeal lies from that 
sentence, the very court sentencing him may give him bail forthwith That is a 
very welcome provision because in ordinary cases of sentence of imprisonment it 
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(Mr Sasauka Sekhar banyal] 
is not desirable that the man should have to go to jail and then be given bail 
But do you know how the courts defeat the legislature / Ihe courts give a sen 
fence oi imprisonment and an addit on il sentence of ten rupees fine and then the 
law bays that bail is not available because this lcgislituie has laid down thit 
when a person accused of a non bailable offence is sentenced to imprisonment by 
a court linpiisonmeiit is one tkin 0 and lmpiisjumciit plus hue is anothei 
Therefore the convicting court which w s allowed to „ive bill to in accused 
who has been sentenced to impn onment cannot give bail if there is a sentence 
of bail plus fine That is how the purpose of the leg slature is defeated 

To illustrate it by another example My honourable friend would consider 
the provisions of section 388 of the Criminal Procedure Code there it lays down 
that when there is a sentence of fine instead of l suing warrant or giving an 
alternative sentence of impiisonment the court could give time for payment of 
the fine But it is verj well known that die hard couits do uiflict a sentence of 
imprisonment and fine and so far as the sentence of impiisonment is concerned, 
if it is fir one rliv bctoic bul can be had fiom the distuct in igistivte it is usuillv 
turned down and so fir as the questi >n of fine is concerned the law does l ot 
apply because it vvis a case where there was a sentence of fine and imprisonment, 
but it could not be applied and when there is both on this principle th s section 
which was inholuced into the law list veil has been fligrantly flouted in many 
places I am sp il ing fiom my own evpciicnce is i humble lawver in the 
interim o' the rountiv I woull a„ain ask the Honounhle the Law Manlnr *> 
take i comprehensive v ew of the Criminal Pucelure Code it is i verv barllv 
administered law and the bid and reactionary courts have made it worse 
Therefore something should 1 e done to remedy this 
Mr. President. The question is 

That the Bill fuithcr to in c id ihc Code of Criminal Pioccdure 1898 (‘scconl Ymend 
meat) be taken into coiim lei alt n 
The motion was adopted 

Mr President Clause 2 

Sir George Spence (becretarj legislative Department) Sir I move 

* That in clause 2 of the Bill in the proposed new sul sect on (2B) after the wor 1 
maintained the following le mseited namely 

or has 1 een grantc1 leavo to appeal to H s Majesty in Council against an or loi of the 
Federal Court on in ippeal from the Hifeh Couit involving the imposition or miintenan a 
of a sentence 

The Honouriblt tin Law Member Ins already in heated the purpose of this 
amendment and I do not think I need say anything further I move 
Mr President The question is 

That m clause 2 of the Bill in the proposed new sub sect on (2B) after the word 
maintin ed the following be inserted namely 

or his teen granted leave t ip eil to His Majesty m Council against an or ler of the 
Federal Court cn in appeal from the High Court involving the imposition or maintenance 
of a sentence 

The motion was adopted 

Mr President The question is 

* That clause 2 as amende 1 stand part of the Bill ’ 

The motion was adopted 

Clause 2, as amended was added to the Bill 
Clause I was added to the Bill 
The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill 
The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy: Sir, I move 

* That the Bill as amended, be passed ” 

Mr President The question is 

" That the Bill, as amended be passed ” 

The motion was adopted 



MOTION FOE ADJOUKNMENT 

Ivdiscriwinaie Akrest oi Muslim League Workers and othlr Demonstrators 

AND WANTON D SE OF HANDCUFFS AND CHAINS By THE DELHI POLICE 

The Honourable Sir John Thome (Home Member) I understood you expert 
ed me to make a statement at this stage on what has happened in this case 

I have made inquiries and I fand that the 37 people who were arrested have 
4 p M been clialaued, as the local phrase goes, in the court of the Additional 
District Magistrate He has taken cognizance of the cases For bis 
own convenience I gather he has classified them into seven cases and has issued 
processes and the hearings will begin almost at once So that, there is no doubt 
whatevci tliai the cases arc sub judicc and my submission is that no part of this 
adjournment motion is, in the circumstances, admissible This morning, I 
understood you to state the view that if the cases have been taken on the file by 
a magistrate, the first pait of this adjournment rtfemng to the indiscriminate 
arrest of these people was inadmissible I am not so clc u as to the view you 
took about the admissibility of the second put of the motion which refers to 
the wanton use of handcuffs and chains by the Delhi Police but I submit that it 
would be impossible to go into th it pait o f the mot on without prejudicing the 
cases which have now been taken on fil< It will be my argument that the use 
of handcuffs—no chains wcri used—wa~ i matti r wlneli was obligatory on the 
Police office is who iffcctcd tin se arnsts bcc uist thi arrestid persons bv reason of 
then behavioui and some of them by reason of tlmr charaeter fell within certain 
categone& of a certain police rule 1 should be very unwill.ng indeed to~descrite 
the circumstances which bimg these p< oplc within the wording of this particular 
police mlc which enjoins the use of handcuffs bv the police officers who arrested 
them 1 submit therefore that the second part of the motion equally with the 
first cinnot be d seussed without prejudice to the cases that have been filed 
Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan (\gia Division Muhammadan Rural) With 
regird to the eases that have gone to the Court, does the Honourable Member 
mean th.it the elialan has been filed and the Court has taken cognisance under 
certain section and the* court has issued processes for the witnesses to come or is 
it mciel\ tint the else has gone to the Court m older to ask lor remand, because 
remand is applied foi only when the case is with the police and they want further 
t me foi investigation md tliev aie not suic ibout the offence having been com¬ 
mitted > The grmt of repnnd is ihsoluti Iv different from the ( omt becoming 
cognisant of the case It is onl\ when the police places the case before the 
Magistiate m order to show that the arrested persons are guilty on account of 
the evidence that the police have got in their possession that the case becomes 
sub indue 

The next point I would like the Honourable Member to make clear is'” what 
section does he say authorises the handcuffing of people 
Mr President We may take that point subsequently 
Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan (Meeiut Division Muhammadan Rural) It 
would be convenient if the Honourable the Home Member told us what are the 
charges against these persons and under what piovisions of the law these 
gentlemen hive been ehnlaned 

The Honourable Sir John Thome I thought I had made it clear that the 
circumstances are those which my Honourable friend Sir Muhammad Yamm 
Khan mentioned as the first category That is fo say these cases have been 
taken on file The magistrate has taken cognizance of them and he has given 
them certain numbers 14/3 to 20/3 He has issued processes for the hearing of 
the witnesses and the hearing will begin at once I submit there is no doubt at 
all on that It is not a matter of putting the arrested persons up for remand 
They are now before the Court for trial 

As regards my friend the Nawabzada’s question, I understand that the charge 
is under the Defence of India Rule 56 (3) which provides a penalty for action 
contrary to the substantive part of the rule which requires that processions should 
not be taken out except in certain circumstances 
( 957 ) 



g58 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [13TH FEB 1946 

Mr Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa Muham¬ 
madan) I want to say that the case as yet could not be said to be sub judice 
The police have no evidence The Police are still in the process of manufactur¬ 
ing evidence They do not know 

Mr. President Order, order 

Mr. M Asaf All (Delhi General) I am only concerned with the last part 
of the’adjournment motion 1 recognise that if these cases have been taken 
cognisance of by, I think, the Additional District Magistrate 

Mr President 1 should like to have one or two points made clear bo far 
as the cases are sud to be sub-judich, 1 li ive no doubt m my mind that they are 
sub-]udice Now, the other position is us regaids the beliaviout of the police in 
handcuffing and putting chains That is what the Adjournment Motion says 
As the Honourable Member lids explained the only question that remains is hand¬ 
cuffing 1 appreciate the delicacy of the discussion, but the question is, what 
ever the police lulc may be, the House is entitled to d scuss whether it is desir¬ 
able in cases of this type that the police should handcuff people That would 
be the principal issue and to my mind it is an important issue For that purpose 
it is not necessnrv to refer to this particular case of paiticular individuals, but it 
can be generally discussed as to whethei in sinnlai circumstances where there is 
a defiance of a particular order under Rule 56 (3), whether handcuffing and chain¬ 
ing is a proper thing or not That seems to me to be an important matter 1 
do realise the diluacv of it The effect of the whole thing will be that the scope 
of discussion will be limited only to this aspect and to no othci Has Honour 
able Member Mr Nauman got to say an>thing’ 


Mr Muhammad Nauman I was just >- lying that l saw them myself with 
chains and handcuffs So, if the police has made any leport to the contrary it is 
a lie 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan That has bee n admitted 
Mr President I have made the position of the Chair uij dear Has the 
Honourable the Horne Member got to say anything else’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne 1 understood you, Sir, to have admitted 
the second part of the Motion, and on the point of admissibility, I think I am 
barred irom saying any further But I am afraid that; the matter is not quite 
so simple ab you suggest The question is not whether some one who offends 
against sub rule (3) oi Jtule 56 can be handcuffed or not, but whether a person 
who behaves m a ceitam manner after arrest and in certain circumstances c<m 
be handcuffed My lear «till is that I may not be able to say what I ought to 
bay ou that point without prejudice to the trial of these accused The police 
rule which 1 shall have to quote refers to certain circumstances and certain 
behaviour It would normally be my duty to show that the arrested persons fell 
within the description given in the police rules, and that cannot be done without 
referring to matters which I should ordinarily be unwilling to refer to with the 
hearing of the case impending That is my point, Sir It is not a question 
whether people who offend against certain Defence of India Rules should on 
arrest be handcuffed or not, the question is whether people who after arrest 
behave in a certain manner with also certain circumstances existing in the imme¬ 
diate environment whether they can be handcuffed or not 
Mr M Asaf Ali That is the allegation 

Mr President As I understand the situation, the motion is now principally 
about handcuffing and the behaviour of the accused prior to the handcuffing 
That is not going to bo a matter of decision by the court, though I quite appre¬ 
ciate that, it may have some relevancy with reference to the sentence which the 
court may have in mind It may be remotely relevant, but this matter of 
handcuffing practically brings before the House, to my mind, the very rme which 
gives the police that power and the discussion wdl be as regards the desirability 
of having such a rule, whether such a rule applies or does not apply in an indi¬ 
vidual case will be a different matter Now that there Is an opportunity, it is 
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better that the House expresses its opinion over this That is how I look at the 
proposition The whole thing is one transaction and therefore, really speaking, 
I did not divicTe the motion into one or two parts, though in the morning I said 
“the second part”, but I also said ‘matter of this motion was one transaction” 
The fact that there are judicial proceedings instituted restricts the scope of the 
adjournment motion very much 

Mr Muhammad Nauman hir, I mm j 

“That the Assembly do now adjourn ’ 

Sir, I think Iloiiomabh Mcmbcit ate in possession of facts about arrests 
and 1 am not going to mike my point with rrgird to them Information was 
leceived In mv 1'irlv it iliout 1 10 i m votirdiv I went to the hotaah 

myself tn get f lets iml mfrnin ition I eiw tin D b T and wanted to know 

certain facts 

Mr President 1 would suggest to tV lloiiomable the Home Member to 
quote tile rule so (hit the Tlmisi wiU be m a In tti i position to follow the 

debate ind the luunients ilso will lie more to the point 

The Honourable Sir John Thome Tin Rule is Rule 20(22) of the Punjab 
Police Ruhs which ire in lorct in the lHllu Pitnmu? I will read the lelevait 
portions 

i’ee uiutgnial note is conditions in which handcuffs are to be used The 
lule reads as iotiows 

lively male peivon tailing within the Iullcivvin 0 < ite 0 outs who is to be tseoilej in police 
custody an 1 wliethti undei police anest, icmaihl ui trial shill, provided that be appears 
to be in beiltli and not incapable ol ottering illcciivc resistance by reason ot igc be earetully 
handetled on anest and btloie removal liom any building trom winch he may be taken alter 
arrest 

[At this stage, Ml l’lesident vacated the Uian which was then occupied by 
Mr Deputy Pitsident (bn Mohammad la nun Khan)"] 

Ihen lollows six eate o 0 iies I am not concerned with (i) to (d) They aid 
not lelcvant to the piesent case iheu lollows (e) Ihesc are petsons who 
uuder tae lule have to be caietully handcutted ihe police othcei has no option 
(e) Persons who aie violent, disoidcrly oi obsliuetive or ictiug in a inanuei calculated to 
provoke populai demonstration 

(1) Persons who are likely to attempt to escape or to commit suicide oi to be the object 
oi an attempt at rescue ilfls rule shall apply whether the prisoners are escorted by road 
or in a vehicle 

Mr Muhammad Nauman bn, we have now seen the llououiublc the Home 
Meuibei quoting the Punjab police iuics 1 will cnly give the iioust the condi¬ 
tion m winch I saw these nan so airesud md the House tan vety well judge the 
circuinstauees winch wcu cl at all justify same Allegations weie made that 
certain processions weie taken on llth and these anests weie made at the 
residences ol those people on the 12th -February All ot them aie lespectab'e 
gentlemen holding some rcsponsib'e position in the League oigamsution and 
other public oiganisations ot the country They did not offer any resistance 
whatsoever at the time of airest In spite of the fact they were willing 
prisoners, they were handcuffed loi the purpose ot humiliation Not only that 
the police lurry was paraded liom one stiect to another, but rather exhibited 
everywhere -Fast ot all they were taken to the Kotuah and then they were 
sent to jail by such routes as they thought the procession had passed This is 
the position I saw the D S P of the City and I wanted to know under what 
rules they were arrested and under whose" orders He said the orders were 
official and oould not he disclosed I wanted to question these arrested persons 
whether thev had offered resistant e and wanted to know from the DSP 
whether I could meet them, but he told me a he and said that there was no 
'One in the Kotwali then As soon as I came out of his room next minute 
I found nine of them coming out of a lorry Of course I did not speak to them 
because I thought it might not be liked by the police officer in charge and I did 
not like to violate any of his methods at that stage I met many Mussalmaha 
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outside irorn waoin 1 made inquiries into the conditions of airests They were- 
eye witnesses to these arrests and 1 was told by them that no resistance was 
offered by any cue and tlieic could have been no occasion tor resistance They 
were not arrested in the precession and there was no question of any excitement 
being created m the public The police approached them and said they weie 
under ariest and they quictiy came m 1 was told by those eye witness taat 
they were not even permitted to go and put on then coats but weie told to 
come as they were diessed So 1 will say that the police icpoit that the 
Home Membci has leccited is lalse m material facts and Uicie was no question 
of resistmee by any one ol them Tie D S 1 J did not even give me tnc 
approximate number ol limn airested till ilteinoon of yesteiday We do not 
even know ulittnei today the attests ale being continued According to tlm 
story as given by bo veil uncut oi the police they hive been clnllaned undei 
some section for liivm 0 tiktn out i pioeession on tilt lltli -But altei ‘24 
hours there was an after thoug it and now they have been anested and a number 
of cases aie pending against them 1 do not want to say anything on the 
merit of those cases but the House will judge whether tlieic could hive been 
any occasion fur resistance wheii police olhcers went to them and sud that they 
were under urext Theie was no ittciupt to eseipe oi make demonstrations 
which would justify then being put m handcuffs or in chains us the police rules 
provided accoiding to the Home Meinbei The flonouiable the Home Member 
said that the police rejiort is that they were not in chains I myselt saw nine of 
them in handcuffs and in chains So eithei the police li ive told i he oi 1 am 
giving a wrong stoiy to the House This will have to be judged by the House' only 
Aot only that, but the 1) b 1’ was lequested to leinovc these li indcutts and 
chains uftci tli. v weie brought at holualt, hut he letused to do so md said thesi 
arrested men would have to he like that till they wuc received in the jail Ol 
coui'-" he sud that to otlieis, not to me because I did not make tbit request, 
knowing the attitude of tile police m Indi i Among thost am sted aie peop't 
of standing,—the Secretary ot the Provincial 'Muslim League of Delhi, tile l’tcsi 
dent of the Delhi t loth and Genei il Meirhints’ Associations and othei persons 
who are respected by tile public md w no c innot he expec ted to behave in m 
unruly mamiei so is to w mint the use of handcuffs md chuns Ot course the 
police have been tiaincd like that and perhaps they c lAnot distinguish between 
an unruly and a respa t ible pcison f censure the O j\ eminent here- tor ti rimin' 
the police to behave in this minner to a public whose servants they are There 
is indignation in tin country, md particularly in this city, ag mist the methods 
used by tin police and the way in which these people have been humiliated is- 
simply disgi tcelul Sir, without referring to the merits of the case T will say 
that according to the police luthonties themselves they took out a procession 
on the It tli February PM6 

Mr Deputy President’ The Honourable Member need not go into vhe 


Mr Muhammad Nauman T oc nsme Government foi the erucl and humi¬ 
liating method 1 - id.,pl<d by tic police in arresting these respectable persons 
against whom n dli u» 1 m, so far been known And the Home Member could 
not even cxp’im the c lr, must mecs in which the«-e peonh weie handcuffed md 
chained Me ire not m possession of the full facts and do not know uhethe- 
these artists mo still continuing or no' We do not know what the orders of 
Gayermn 'lit arc md T hope the Home Member will give us the full picture 
These particul ir .sse, mav be swb-fudue if the Y have been brought before a 
misistMtp but if the | to' ess of anests is continuing then the others cannot be 
sub win p and I pmtest against the action of Government in arresting these 
people Sir T mo\e 


Mr Deputy President Motion moved 

"That the Assembly do now adjourn ’’ 
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Mr, M Asaf Ali* Sir, it is not without great reluctance that I rise to parti¬ 
cipate in this debate My reluctance is due to the fact that the scope of the 
adjournment motion has been reduced to the very minimum, and tie subject 
before the House now is the behaviour of the police in this particular instance, 
in so far as they handcuffed certain persons whom they took into custody I 

should have liked this subject to have been a little wider than that for my pur¬ 
pose todav so that I might have gone into not merely the behaviour of the 

Delhi police on this particular occasion but into the entire mentality of th^ 

police m Delhi and elsewhere not only on this but on similar occasions, and I 
may have had something to say about the manner in which the police tie its 
those who feed clothe and maintain them foi the purpose of maint lining order 
and not for the purpose of creating disordei Tt is m\ definite conviction that 
the police in tins country, so fir from being concerned with maintaining law 
and order for the citizens and in the interest of the citizens, generally provoke 
disorder They ere ate disorder and they beba\e in a manner which leads to 
provocation Tin-, is what happens everywhere It is not only Delhi that ve 
arc thinkum of we are thinking of thp hchiviour of the police all over the 
country We know what is happening all over India They mike up their 
mind md sa\ you slnll not pass across this boundary D dhousie Square—I am 
illustrating only—is siciosynrt a’l piocessmns < an p iss all oyer Calcutta hut 
they shall not entu the sicied mourn Is of D ilhousie Squire 1 a«k why should 
there he anv such lines and boundaiies ilrivin by the police md the people 
prey tilted from using public r ids pcnnle for whom those roads ire meant 
ptople whose money his gone to the b nldinp of those roads and who ire entitled 
to the use of tin se roals’ Whv should they he prevented from proceeding m ,> 
pnrtnular dilution’ I give it to you as a soit of illustration Sir Outside this 
very House f,, r d iys togi thei people wt-n demonstrating they weic shoutm® 
thev wert angry Well all of us vveie chteiful ihout it we walked through 
them the riuwds were there they were stiidmg ill thp time *hey made room 
for you to pass through Did my thing liapptn' Yo Decause the police knew 
thit all this was happening right under our nose md if they misbehayed their 
nusbehaviom would be noted but when the same thing happens elsewhere a\yav 
from om ewes when we were not thelp the pohci knew hoy\ to m sbehave, so 
that i «ituatnn nny be ueated and they may get the credit for maintaining law 
and order Th it is wha? they' hnye done I condemn it I oondi mn it not 
merely m Delhi but T condemn it everywhere 

As for the ittitude of the Delhi Police, I hope the House will not < all upon 
me to giye a lesinne of my views on the sulijei t T h iye dealt with them for 
the last 35 years and they have dealt with me far the last 35 vear« We know 
each other full well I know how then mind works All I cm sav about it is 
that occasionally they are very decent and we have to be thankful to them for 
exercising great restraint on oceas ons which give them great provocation On 
occasions like this they may have resorted to even more severe methods You 
should be thankful that thev did not shoot these people You are fa'king of 
handcuffing etc vve should be grateful that a situation w is not treated »hen 
those people might have been attacked yyith latliri and worse things might have 
followed They could have done that I pm perfectlv certain that if we were 
not meeting here some such eaents might have happened T can conceive 
that these happenings are not entirely beyond possibility 

But, Sir, confining mvself to this particular instance I should just like to 
ask one question of the Honourable the Home Member May I know whv the 
Defence of India Rules are being applied to the present situation’ When a 
procession was taken out without securing the permission of the approprnte 
authorities it should have been dealt with in the ordinary wav Where do the 
Defence of India Rules come in? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne* On a point of ordei What the Honour¬ 
able Member is now saving is this within the scope which was permitted by the- 
Honourable the, President? 



$Q2 legislative assembly [13th Feb 1946 

Mr Deputy President. The Honourable Member is giving an illustration 
to show why the Police handcuffed these people He is only building up his 
argument on those lines I am watching very carefully 

Mr M As&l All I may very respectfully submit to jou, Sir, that I was 
perfectly within order inasmuch is I was liying to show that the very cause 
for handcuffing could not possibly 1. ivc arisen if the Police had not misbehaved 
By misbehaving they made use of the 1 iw which ought never to have been 
brought out of their irmourv, i law which should be lieated as obsolete This 
was intended for war tune, this is not intended for peacetime They ipply a 
wrong section, they mike use of a wiong weapon and then they siy ‘well, under 
the circumstances these people were guilty of offences in icspcct of which perhaps 
bail could not be gr mted, or some such thing might be said, and therefore we 
had to deal with them in a p irtieular wav’ I say tins was no such occasion 
The utmost that the Police should have done under the circumstances should 
have been to leave notices with them summons with them, th it they should 
appear before a cert nn Migistiate on a certain div, and left (hem it that 
Thee need not have done anything else 

Now, allow me, Sir, to i eid out the puticulai put of the piovision of the 
Rules the Punj ib rules—it js very unfortunate that we are still subject to 
rules made m the Punjib, we have no rules of our own—on which the Police 
rely J believe thev rely m this particular e ise—on the rule which T im now 
going to re id 

' Fvery male person filling within tlio folluwing catcgono, who lws to le es< ortecl in 
police custody and whether under police aircst, lemand or trial, shall, provided that he 
appears to be m health and not incapable of olTiiing effective lesistanic bj rc Ison ot ig,, 
be carefully handcuffed on arrest and before removal from anv building fiom winch he mav 
be tiken attei anest 

Under what circumstances 9 Under the following circumstances 

“Persons who are violent disorderly, or obstructive, or acting in a manner calculated to 
provoke popular demonstration ’ 

Mr Nauman his given a description of the persons who vveie handcuffed He 
has cnlv referred to them Unfortunately I have not got then ntmes before me 
but if he had mentioned their name- i tin sure I would luve known them 
Poisons whose n unes h ive appeared in the press ire \\ell known to mi and 
1 can say delinitc lv that none of those who are mentioned m the puss could 
possibly have acted m a manner winch would have merited the kind of attitude 
which the Police adopted towards them If they did, it would he a most 
surprising thing to me I cannot imagine the Secictarv of the League, T cannot 
lmigine the Secretary of the Communist Partv—I have known him for years, 
together—and I cannot imagine those respectable persons to whom reference 
has been made by Mr Nauman, to have acted in a manner which might have 
mentc d that kind of treatment bv the Police The Police are a very nice people, 
they can be extremely nice even to these people next day, and thev will say 
that thev were working under instructions which were given to them When 
they meet them, they will say ‘we are only servants, it is onlv for the sake of 
our bellv that we do all these things, when we are asked to misbehave, we 
misbehave Tf we are ordered to behave we behave ’ Well that is why I say 
I condemn those who issue instructions to them to behave in such a manner 
that instead of maintaining order they may lead to disorder, because having 
behaved in that manner, thev have led to a situation which has called for a 
protest This protest mav grow There may be more demonstrations There 
may be lathi charges There may be shooting You never know Is that the 
way to maintain law and order? The whole system is rotten to the core It 
should be revised and until it is not revised it must be condemned 

Sjt N V Gadgil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 

I rise to support the adjournment motion moved by my friend the Honourable 
Mr Nauman I do not know whether Mr Nauman had any experience of being 
chained or handcuffed I have, on more than two occasions Therefore I have 
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a right to participate in this debate uid more particularly because I w is hand 
cuffed just a few yards from this veiy Assembly building [n 1932 when I was 
here to to make preparations for the special session oi the Indian National 
Congress, I was arrested, handcuffed and made to walk from Kingsway right 
up to the police station in Parliament Street T was challaned for being a 
variant I was paying a decent amount of income tax I am, ,as I was then, 
a hw gradmte of the Bombav University Bv no stn tch of imagination could 
I be accused nf vagrancy Further, I was pledged to non violence and I am 
sure tint nobody will a< cuse me of ever hung violent either in my words or 
action ind vtT was handcuffed T know. Sir, till', handcuffing and chaining 
business is reseivcd bv the police for those whr ire respectlhle iccording (o us, 
those who .arc patriotic those who stand up lo tin lr If ri 'pec t and refuse to he 
bowed down Such people are rewarded bv h indc iffs aid (.Inins Those who 
want to break the chains ot slavery are bound to be (Tinned by tins Goteminent 
T knew certain limits hue been impeded oh the <1 n u sion of this motion Tf 
the Government had not reduced to seven vc ir- the 1 sentence of transnortation 
in the ease of Cipt Rishid and hid released him stnuh 1 iwav there would 
have been no occasion for demonstrations or pux essinm If then had been no 
procession there would have been no breach e> f Bull 'll and if there bad been 
no breach, there would hue been no arrest and no li mdcuffing In Honnumble 
Member “And no adjournment notion” But T suspect Sn, that there is 
some pi in m creating trouble all over tins conntiv 

The Honourable Sir John Thome Quite possible 1 

S]t N V Gadgil lr is not m I Mill done tint -u. h bungs 1 eve happened * 
It Ills ocuined m t iliutta and tomonow it mu b it Lahon or in ,anv other 
tow n 

Mr M Asaf All Be careful Don’t tip them' 

S]t. N V. Gadgil The point is that all over the piovinces he bans against 
pioccssions and meetings have been removed Ii De In the bun still continues 
I am of that opinion thit there ,aic limits to obedience Tnue ire dingers of 
obedience If the law lias not the general consent of tin public aid is cnt’rely 
executed and administered on the strength of arbitiarv anil coercive povvtrs the 
Government has, it ceabes to have any vihlitv for those iguiist whose opinion 
and consent it is administered T therefore consider t 1 is banning in Delhi is a 
challenge to every young man in Delhi and if thev went igainst it all honour to 
them After all the king’s highway is not the prn ite property of the Govern¬ 
ment The public road is a public road and even citizen has a right to use it in 
such a manner as not to inteifere with a similar exercise of rights bv other 
individuals 

It is admitted that on the 11th whatever demonstrations or processions were 
undertaken passed off peacefully Nobodv was arrested It cannot be sa'd 
that they were violent then The whole thing passed off quieth and m a non 
violent manner If there h id been anv violence, I am suip there would have 
been some justification for arrests on the spot, perhaps some justification for 
handcuffing some of them But when vou agree that nothing happened on the 
11th, the day on which the procession tnd the demonstiation took place, where 
was the necessity for the Government to drag some of them from their housps— 
that is the information supplied to me 

Mr Muhammad Ifauman All of them 

SJt H V. Gadgil The Government, if it was wise m not taking action on 
the 11th, where was the wisdom on the next dav^ They could have served them 
with summons and asked them to appear in a Court of law to answer such 
charges as the Government in its wisdom framed against them I submit it was 
a deliberate attempt to create such an atmosphere that it would ultimately lead 
to some more demonstrations, some more provocation so that there may be 
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firing and the problem of feeding many mouths muv be solved to some extent 
I do not know whether the Food Department is actually cooperating with toe 
Horne Department ‘Bullets for briehbtts” th.it seems to be the slogan 
The maintenince of law and ordet nums the lnaniteiiani e of the British Rule 
Law means salaaming eveij European official whom \ou may meet in the streets, 
and order means never tsk for anything, be satisfied with what you have and 
what you have not Tint seems tc be the < onnotation of 1 iw and order with 
the present Government We have a diffcient notion of law md older We 
havp a different philosophy of law, foi 1 maintain that the 1 iw gets its validity 
from its general acceptince bv the public If T did not consent to this law 
I ha\t e\cr\ light to disobey it otheiwise 1 mi not tiue to my inner self I 
therefore justify the breaking of this ban by the students I emnot justify this 
Government for not taking action on the 11th if it was nnessirv hut t iking it 
on the 12th They have been doulilv guilty Unless thtic is something behind 
it, there is no explanation for this conduct of (he Governnieof T there foie sub 
mit that tins handcuffing business, this chainn g business w is delihei itelv indulged 
in m order to create provocation Where w is the necessity foi these people 
being taken fiom strei t to street inste ul of t iking them straight from tin 
hotuah to the Delhi Tail wheie I was for a tew we ks I know the l ad veiy 
well It goes straight from police ihowki to the Dilln District Jail Wheie 
was this necessity unless the intention yv is t nit tin eiowds should see them, 
that the croyyds should be pioyolud md some of the bullets m.iv he used 
• So, Mi Depufv President, T suspeet -i gieat design behind all (his Tt is not 
merely v mattti of handcuffing and chiming I thcrefme suppoit the motion 
for adjournment 

Sir Hassan Suhrawardy (Buidwan and Piesielmcy Divisions Muhammadan 
Rural) Sn, the Deputy Louder ol tae Congics-, Putj and "Mt G idgil have 
very ele »rly set out salient ispects of this mattci and 1 do nut think yve need 
go ever the same But T would like the Honomuble Memhn silting on the 
Treasury Benches to realise one thing Why is it tli it there is this unrest, this 
bad blood throughout the country We Indi ms no 1 iw dueling people We are 
is much disgusted with liwlessiios as thus, who are note m eh uge oi 1 iw and 
ordei What is tin cause of it ill? Supposing I se a pirsm yyho is stnig„lnig 
for his breath and Ins fiee is livid and I want lo hold him down and give him 
symptomatic treatment, 1 am not then a good physician A good physician 
should go to the cause, and remove it only thin will all the sypmtoiiie disappear 
W T hat is the cause of all these outbursts, m Bombay, in Calcutta m Delhi and 
other places? It is in unmistakable sign that Government such a^, it is today—by 
whatever name yon mav call it—his lost its prestige m the eves of the people and 
they want to establish it by terrorising people The Defi nee of India Act is 
brought in operation not against the enemies of Tndia but against Indians them 
'elves Is it a peace time law? Has the Indian Penal Code absolutely become a 
dead letter? Are you unable to treat the situation bv ordinary means that you 
have to take shelter behind such an extraordinary law? Tf Government think that 
terrorism md brutalitv are going to serve the purpose of keeping law and order 
in this country or mike people respect law and order, Sn I say that they are 
very much mistaken 1 admire the British system of Government, which 
have brought here a lot of pood things m the sphere of education (however 
defective, or bud though it mav be) and also in the sphere of public health But 
you do not get the thanks for it because vou always do things in such a way 
that vou look like had physicians bad psychologists You do not understand 
that manacling, handcuffing brutality, taking people through the streets hand¬ 
cuffed and humiliating them, provoking people, then shooting them down, are 
not the methods which are going to help you maintain law and order I do not 
remember that I have seen—mav be m Ireland T saw once handcuffed people— 
I have never seen handcuffed people in London 
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Mr. Satya Narayan Sinha (Darbhanga cum Saran Non Muhammadan) On 
a point of order, Sir, is the Honourable the Home Member entitled to read 
newspapers during the course of the debate? 

Mr Deputy President' Not unless the Honourable Membei is reading some¬ 
thing connected with the motion under discussion 

Sir Hassan Suhrawardy The Honourable Member seems not to caie for 
what the Indian people s representatives say They say what docs it mitter 
we will do as we have done before I would very much request the Honourable 
the Home Member to twist the tail of those people who have erred on the side 
of vehemence and biutahty about punishing which we heard such a lot from 
Mr Mason Now when they have the option of treating a situation with patience 
and understanding, they treat it with biutahty There can be discrimination 
even m the application of a brutal law Who save that order People were 
arrested in then homes and were not even allowed to put on their coats they 
were taken not by the short route (which Mr Gadgil knows so well) from the 
hnluah to the place of lockup Nvy, tlicj were paraded through the streets, 
thus humiliating the Indians thereby proving that Government is al 1 powerful 
A Government which is puffed with pride of power is hound t> come to grief 
What happened, Sir, not so long igo to the Feuhrcr of Germany, who puffed 
up with pride and insolence tried to nde roughshod over other people’ Today 
the whole world is in trouble, because the poor people are not treated with com¬ 
mon human justice ind common humanity Sir these unarm d people in Delhi 
gave vent to their feelings Next day you go and catch them You bring the 
old Defence of India Act Section 56 "sub rule 3 or 4 and then humiliate them * 
This is a thing which should not be done hv the British Government, who have 
always told us that tliev had brought adnlat into the country They siv th .t 
they have brought adalnt or even justice with no discrimination Tf that is so, 
may T isk the Honourable the Law Member what sort of ndalal is this that 
vou bring an extraordinary military law from vour irmourv to fight these poor 
people’ You are simplv provoking people I once again ask the Honourable 
the Home Member and the Defence Secietnv and eveiv other 'Member sitting 
on the Trensurv Benches (I know some of them are persons of great personal 
charm) that they will .do the best they can to put a stop to this exercise of 
brute force, and go to the root cause of all this trouble I et them trv to find 
out why there is so much unrest in the country whv there is.so much had blood 
in the eountrv, why this Government is getting such a had name 1 would 
ask them to treat people with humanity, tieat people with consideration under¬ 
standing human psy liologv and then vou will be where vou ought to he 

Prof N G Ranga (Guntur cuwi Nellore Non Muhammadan Enrol) In 
England I 

Sir Hassan Suhrawardy If you are piepared to quit India as vou siv do not 
leave us with a had taste in our mouths 

Mr Nagendranath Mukhopadhyay (Calcutta Suburbs Non Muhammadan 
Urban) Sir just one word My submission that I suspect the true policy 
behind the Government’s conduct Mahatma Gandhi has led the nation to 
non violence and if people remained non violent thev do not know how to manage 
it Whenever they repress non-volent soldiers after sometime they find that 
they become more vigorous and more powerful Thev do not know how to deal 
with these non-violent soldiers but they know one thing They know how to 
deal with violence and so these people bv holding the I N A trials by goading 
these voung men to violence thev are trv mg to bring out violence, <so that they 
can deal with it in their way That is the object with which the Government 
proceeds These young men came out of their schools to egress their dis¬ 
satisfaction with the judgment passed upon EaBhid Ah I foresee that after a 
few days Rashid All will be let free and released There is no doubt about 
that 
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Mr Deputy President The Honouiablt Member must confine himself to 
handcuffing 

Mr. Nagendranath Mukhopadhyay l submit that the policy of the Govern 
ment is suspicious In ordei to goad the n ttnm to \ Oience t ey lave ecn 


following this policy 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne Sir, I must fust make it dcat that I was 
not guilty of the implication of discouite-y which was made against me just now- 
1 was not leading this newspupu with the object of showing md.ffeicnce to what 
was ‘Miner on m the House On the contniy, being i ptison of difficult speech, 
and slow°mmd I was attempting 10 familiarise n xself with some passages m this 
pipei, which at in ippiopuate moment I would cjuotc 

Well bn 1 am iff ud 1 shall hole the House hcc uisc coming aftei some of 
tin sc exciting and excited speeches I shall < onhuc rmself to mere lule and fact 
and I shill do m\ hest to keep within the v.i\ burned scope which has been 
allowed t> the motion The voiding of this put of the motion icfeis to ‘ the 
wanton use ut handcuffs mil chains he the Delhi Police Vow, I und.istood 
my li ic ud -Mi Niumm to make i distinction b'tween li indcuffs md 
5pm chains—there weic handcuffs and there weic also chains I should 

h i\ c liked i fur.hei txphu it ion ot that 1 elo not Ihmk f li ivc exci worn hand 
cuffs linstlf but m\ impression is tint then s a cuff oil eicli wrist and there 
is a cli mi connecting the two cuffs Tf m\ flic nd w is speaking only of the 
rhii c mmc i tm_, the two culls thin ol utilises, tlic-e people when thex w el 
hm.lcuffs ilso wm, eh mis Hut if the -uggcstion is tint m idelitini to tin 
« ordinal\ txpc oi li indcuffs tliex wci m some w ix fctlcted foi instance, with 
ankle clnins 01 mxthing of that soit 

Prof N G Ranga Cli un c onnu tul with 

Mr Deputy President Oulu cjidu 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne My mloimnt’on is 


Shn Sri Prakasa (Benares an 1 Goiakhpur Divisions Non Muhammadan 
Rural) We all know vclnt it is 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne Mix I continue, 

Mr Deputy President lie is giving his expl mation t 

Shri Sri Prakasa ^cs but he has nexei woin handcuffs Hi docs not knoxx, 
wc know the policeman holds the chain between himself and the hand cuffed 
prisone 1 


Mr Deputy President The llonouiablc Mcmbci mav continue 
The Honourable Sir John Thome I suggest that chains’ is merely a 
picturesque addition to this motion because clcaily if one had a handcuff on 
each xyrist and no chvn betvyeen them, one would be m no wax restricted one 
would, m fut, haxc something on one’s wrist which might be used as a deadly 
weapon So much for the exact wording of the motion 

Another complaint made \xas that the action taken bv the police was intended 
to be deliberately humiliating The suggestion was made that they were hand 
cuffed xvithout good leason and that after being hindcuffcd they were then 
paraded about the city—I think that is the xvord used—by loutes which were 
circuitous and not nee essnrv tor getting them to their destination I see no 
reason whatever to believe that theie was any intention to humiliate the people 
arrested or that there was any object of parading them about the city As I 
understand what happened, these processions took place on Monday, ending up 
in the evening The police then i ivestigated the offences alleged to have been 
committed they took evidence, they were given the names of a number of 
people who had taken a prominent part in the alleged offences Those people 
belonged to various parts of the c,tv—both New Delhi and Delhi, I believe 
They communicated with, I was told, eight police stations within whose limits 
those people might be found The persons were arrested witHTn the limits of 
eigh police stations It was necessary to bring them or most of them to the 



MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 967 

hotuali, 1 understand that the Kolwali m Chandn Chowk is not only in itself 
a police station—one of the mam police stations in the city—but is also the 
headquarters of a senior officer of the polite—I think the Deputy Superintendent 
of Police—and the investigation was conducted under his superintendence, and 
it was necessary to bung a number of the arrested persons to the Kotwalt, 
although I am told that not all of them tvere taken there, but some were taken 
straight to the court lIowe\er, L see no reason whatever to beheve this imputa¬ 
tion that with the object of humiliating thtse arrested persons they weie paraded 
about the utv 

Now, I read to the Home eaili’r this police rule which, I would point out, is 
not peimissivc—it is mandatory A police officer in charge of a station, if he 
finds that any person anested fills within an\ one 01 more of these categories, 
has not to decide foi himself w liethei to use liandculis 01 not—he is required to 
use n mdcufts You may say that it i, a bad m'e, but that is another mattei, 
and if any one yyants to have the rule < hinged the method of doing so is not by 
w iv of adjournment motion to censure ofiueis who liayc m fact obeyed the rule 
and thereby done their duly My ftiend Mr As if All ben rowed my copy and 
read to \ou bits which I lnd already nail but 1 might perhaps read them yet 
a thud time 

An offieei m charge y\lio makes an arrest is required to use huidcuffs The 
prisoners should he caicfully handcuffed oil uresf and before removal from any 
building from which he may be taken after arrest Persons who aie violent”— 
(Mr Nauman, I think, said that as a result of his lnquuic s he tound that it was 
not alleged that any of these people made lesistance, it is not my •(intention 
that am ot these peopic ictuillv nude resist nice to trust oi helmed yvitb 
resist me e iltu they wue (nested) eiisoide rh —(my liilormation is that a 
mimlxi ot these persons wen disoule rh)— in k tmg in a maiinei c ilculated to 
piovoke popular demonstration 

Tbit is Citegoiy (c) (’ategoiy (f) is persons who are likely to at empt to 
escape L do not think it was supposed tint any of these peisons \yas gong to 
attempt to escape' ‘Or to he the object of m attempt at rescue —I am told 
that theie was m the minds of the police officers some prettv good reason tor 
supposing that the e\cit,ed eroyyels yylio had gathcied round the arrested persons 
might attempt a rescue 

Novy, if I may onee mote take> up this paper, without being accused of in¬ 
difference to the House, l will read vou this 

' \s tbo police loiries lanving the hand< lifted aliened men enteied the Kctwali tin large 
crowd which had gathered outside shouted Gloiy to prisoneis of the British ’ Mr Anis 
Hashmi, who was in the loiry C'-corted by the police, augnly asked the people not to s,hout 
like that, but say Down with Bntish Imperialism Release the I N \ men and ‘ Long 
h\e the Muslim League The walls of the Kotwali echoed with ticineudous shouts of 
‘Down with British Imperialism , as the airested Muslim leaguers and the crowd outside 
joined in laising this shout ” 

This might give pleasute to some of im honourable friends, but it cannot be 
supposed that it gave pleasure to the police yylio wete m the pcifotmance of their 
duty The men yyho weie carried in these vans were shouting slogans at the top 
of their voices and attracting the attention of the crowds all along the route 
When thev came to the Kotwali there w is a crowd and I mi told quit" a big 
crowd collected and there was a brisk interchange of shouting and I am told— 
and it seems not impossible—that some of the slogans werc> bv no means as 
innocuous as those that I have read out Hoyyevei pleasant that may be to 
gentlemen yvho approve of the behaviour of the persons who were airested, the 
police were certainly within the teirns of the c e categories of the police rule 
entitled to use handcuffs, not only entitled but required to do so and I cannot for 
a moment agree with any condemnation of the police officers who^yfere respon¬ 
sible for these arrests 

Mr. M. A8ftf All: On a point of information from Sir John Thorne He waB 
just now referring to the particular rule on which the police relied m this instance 
I think the word used is ‘should You cannot say it is mandatory It is 
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directory They can use their own discretion on these occasions It is the 
same thing as section 4b and section 50 ot tne Oummal Pioceduie Code but this 
goes a little further 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne My fnend is wiong The woid is ‘shall — 
Every male peison shall be caietuJly liandcuttcd 


1 am on rather delicate giound hue but my liitnd Mr Naumau referred to all 
these people as lespectable peisons and pusons oi standing 1 do not want to 
say a woid against any one by name and 1 cettainly must not be understood as 
making any imputation at all on the gentlemen who have beeu named in the 
eouise of the pievious speeches but it is out expeiience, it is genual experience, 
that when there is \ row, the low is by no me ms left to itspectable people to 
cairy on oi to persons of standing Otliei tvpes will join in and my lntoimation 
is that a number of these people who had to be airested aie not respectable 
persons but on the contiary are peisons with a thoroughly bad record 1 do not 
want to say aiiythmg mote about it I should not have mentioned it but for 
the suggestion that eveiy one ot these 37 peisons lie peiftulv lespectable men 
Mr Deputy President The Ilonouiable Member lias two minutes more 


The Honourable Sir John Thorne I hope not to isk foi longti thin tint 
1 do not think i have anything moie to s i> except that 1 have been depressed, I 
must say, by some ot the suggestions made tins afternoon—the suggestion that 
the police or those who aie mustus oi the police ate delibeiately muting or 
delibujfc iy piovoung people m O’dei to have a tow (4n ilonouiable Membei 
i)o you doubt it ’ ) l cannot t link of i moie unwoithv imputation on ottieeis 
who have to maintain public order and I miv say that I cannot think of any im¬ 
putation which is moie likely to inflame the minds of people and cause more 
trouble than the suggestion that on the side of the authorities there is any desire 
whatever for a row In these recent days, to my mind, the Delhi police have 
shown great resliamt They have not attempted to dispeise these piocession« 
They waited They did not interfere with the processions They waited until 
they were over Then in performance ot tlieir duty, seeing that these processions 
were offences, they arrested the peisons who wtre the ling leaders 
Mr Deputy Prestdent The Honourable Member s lime is up 
The Honourable Sir John Thorne Before sitting down I should like to pay a 
tribute to some of the responsible Muslim leadeis ot Delhi, in particular to a 
gentleman who is, I bclitve, Piesidtnt ot tile Delhi Muslim League I am told 
that he and some others have used all their uiliueiiee to pievent the law being 
broken, that the tail has wagged the dog as the tail is apt to do when feelings 
lun high His advice was discarded and the regrettable cneumstaiiccs that have 
arisen are not the outcome of any deliberate policy of the Provincial League but 
a sign that some of the persons who were connected with it have outrun the 
discretion of their leaders 


Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan The Honourable the Home Member towards 
the end of his speech said that he was glad to know that it was not the policy ot 
the Muslim League to either cieite any disoidcr or bleak the law, but he was 
under the impression that the demonstrations which took place last Monday 
were really due to the mischievous activities of a few individuals There my 
friend is absolutely wrong The trouble with this Government is that it is nevtr 
able to appreciate and understand the real feelings of the people of this country 
The demonstration that took place on Monday last was the expression of dis¬ 
satisfaction and resentment among it a very large section of the people of Delhi 
over the sentence passed on Captain Rashid and the keeping of the I N A 
personnel under detention or under trial I think the people of Delhi are to be 
congratulated that they showed great restraint and they did not do anything 
untoward on the 11th in spite of their feelings running so high and feeling so 
strongly over the present policy of the Government with regard to the I N A. 
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pcisonnel 1 think the Honouiable the Home Member must he aware that the 
Muslim .League piogiamme was lo have llag hoisting ceioniony on that day and 
hold a public meetmg lliut was no piocession on tiie progiaimne It was 
leally a spontaneous action on the pait oi sonic people to have termed them¬ 
selves into a piocession anu matched thiougn tHe sued* ot Ucm. the tact that 
the police did not considet it uecebsaiy at any stage to stop these people 
mulching in procession shows that the pioeessioii was peacciul anu tneie was no 
obstiuction to nutfac Ihe laet tliai ilie public meeting passed oil peacciully and 
ail the demonsuation in that connection passed oh peaeeiuily shows that as tar 
as the civilian populat.on is concerned, it had no mteuuon, no desire to break 
the law as such Ihenioici il is regiettuhle, Mi IJeputy i'lesident, that Lovem 
nient, in their anxiety to make a show ol then authomy should have taken action 
the next day, that is the lJth fcn tin li iiiouian'i me Home Member reierred 
to itule 50(3) ot the Dc.ciico ol Indi i Jlul. s He told us tliat these unests weie 
lruide undei this Kulc .Submit 1 says 

Any pol cc oHicei may like mu h steps ind >i-c -ucll toiee as may be leaseuably necessity 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne »Jn i point ot peisoml cep. mation 1 
had not the itules by me 1 w is not ictcnmg to sub rule which my Honourable 
triend lead out i was reteiruig .o the portion ot the Defence ot India Kule 50 
which makes .t an otteuce to do so and so 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan It is in offence 1 am not saymg it is not 
an offence i undeistood the Honoui ible the Home Member to say that he 
withdraws in- leferenee to sub rule i of itule 5b because m tho beginning he di<k 
mention n and this was undoi sub-iule 3 

The Honouiable Sir John Thorne If m\ Honourable triend bus correctly read 
sub-rule 8, 1 was not leitmng to suh lull J t was the sub lule which makes 
it an offence 

Nawabzada luaquat An Khan Now, Nil, lit sub tule which makes it an 
offence is this That is sub mlc 4 

It .my pci-cm eontidvu.es m\ onlei m tde uiiuci this lule, it shill be punishable with 
impnsonuieiu tor i turn wiucli may extend to duel ycats ui with hue oi with both 

It is not ncccsbuiy unde) tins time’ to aucst people, issue waiiants of airest 
and handcuff them aucf do all sorts ot things As w us pointed out by the Deputy 
Leader ol the Congress laity, the police could have easily issued summons or it a 
wan ant had to be issued, it could hive been i bailable waiiaut 1 believe if it 
was necessaiy that undci the law, a wanani lias got to be issued because the 
puiii'hmciit is t nee yeais oi mole, ihen it could nave beui clone 1 But it shows 
that the action ot the police was delibciate and n illy the action of the police was 
to Lighten pcopio into submission To my miud the Government should be 
wisei by this time and icalibe that the people of India have now passed the stage 
when tnuy could be Lightened mty not doing the light thing That tune is 
passed On the eonti.uy, such actions as have been taken by the Delhi pohe. 
are likely to arouse public feeling more than help to subside it 

The Honourable the Home Membei has m justification ot the action of the 
po ire m iiandcllhig these gentlemen stated that outside the hotuali there was 
a big eiowd that laised various slogans I think the statement ot this fact 
weukeiis the iigiuncn ot my Honouiable lricnd lathei than cticngthenmg it 
becausi m spite ot th lact that there was a big crowd, in spite of the fact that 
then It a do i s were handcuffed and in spite of the fact that peopie weie gieatly 
excited, n amowaid incident took p'ace outside the Kotwalt except shouting t 
slogans Therefore it shows that there could have been no justification or any 
fear in the minds of the police that if they had not handcuffed these persons, 
some terrible catastrophe would have hajipened Sn, the Honourable the Home 
Membei said that according to lus information some of these persons are not 
respectable He might have told us wliethci any one of these 37 persons were 
brought to (lu hot ton 11 without lundculls W is any out of these 37 peisinis 
arristcd md hnuiglil to flu hotimh without li mdeuffsj 
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The Honourable Sir John Thorne borne A ftw 
Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan llow mail) ' 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne I do not know 
Shri Sri Prakasa Tlicu, wcic not sufficient 1 andcufls 
Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan \f\ inhumation is tli<u every one of them was 
brougut in liandeulls to t u ivumuli 1 know most ol them, it tint ail ol them, 
they are anything but violent ffhey ujc \ti\ meek and mild people and 1 wish 
they had a little luoic spinl in them 'Iheretoie, to put tine lonuud oi to trot 
out this aigumuii that as llieic was some leal ol then becoming Molent, there 
loic they iiad n> In n mdealn .1, 1 do not think it would cany (ouvicti'ui with 
any Hououiable Membei on this side of the House L< t me tell them and they 
call pass it on lo tliei^ uude ihtiys llit- time is pissed now when handcuffs on ,i 
man who is seiviug Ins country e.m humiliate lum If they do it toi the sake of 
humiliating oi loweiing Inin m the eyes of Ins lountiymou, then let me ted them 
that they aie gie itly mistaken They ue oul\ wasting then handcuffs and their 
time On the eoniiaiy let me tell them (hit this iction of thons laises the 
piestige ot a peison it lie is brought in lnndeutfs to eithei the eouit or the 
h.otiuiti hi*, LVen on the statement ol my lionoui ihh tuend the Horn 
Member theie does not seem to be auy justification wliatsoevei lor the methods 
which the police have used in making these arrests Most ot them, and I think 
practically evciy one of them was anested m lus house They did not know 
anything about it They did not tolleu large liumbei ol people outside then 
houses to see that they should ti\ to make them escape fiom ponce custodx 
There was no fear of any kind As i matter of tact, a wise Government, and 1 
lay great emphasis on the woid wise , a wise Government would not have taken 
any notice ot what happened on the lltli Hie Government by then action hive 
toeussed the attention oi the people <m this particului incident Let me tell 
them that if they think that they will succeed m tieightenmg people into sub¬ 
mission, they aie gieutly imstukt n On the contrary they will be tesponsible 
and lF any thing imtowaid happens, 1 will hold the Government lesponsible 
because tliat wid be due to then aetion, m (lieu unwise iction which they have 
taken it is a well known fict mil evcivbodv le discs it, tlial the peoples ill 
India are veiy much agituted ovu the question of 1 N A men My Honour¬ 
able fnend the Wni buietary said the otliu dn tint the elimge in the policy ot 
GoveumiLiii was due to the eonsidi i limn tint it might lead to a political settle¬ 
ment 


Mr. P Mason (Cioveimncnt ol Indn Nominated Oftn i il) 1 do not think 1 
said that, theie has been no change ot polios 

Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan liut this /lid change then polics when the 
Commaiulu m Chief hist remitted tin sentences and l think my Honourable 
friend did say that it was done in the hope that it would make it eusy for a 
political settlement to take pluci 


Mr P Mason \ es, but L did not say theie wus a change ol policy 
Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan It was not t change of policy but it was done 
in that hope, 1 will accept my Hououiable fr end s woid for it But all that X 
svant to tell linn is tint this subsequent action of theirs will shatter that hope 
which they entertain, it they have any such hope Their subsequent action will 
create more bitterness among the people and 1 tell them that in thei^ own interest 
and in the interest of the people of India they should revise their policy and 
follow another policy under which people will not be treated with such brutality 
and discourtesy as was done m Delhi 

„ ® aha * ur M Ghazanfarulla (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions 
Muhammadan Rural) bn, from what lia 3 been said m this House I think it is 
clear that there was no tesistanee at all by these people and it was mere high¬ 
handedness that these people were handcuffed and biought to the Kotwali The 
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The Assembly met m the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) m the 
Chair 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(a) ORAL ANSWERS 

India’s Representatives on the World Food Organization 

257 ’Prof N G. Ranga Will the Agriculture Secietary be pleased to 
state 

(a) who were the India’s representatives at the latest meeting of the World 
Food Organisation, 

(b) how were they chosen, 

(c) what representation was given to the Kisan section of the agriculturists, 
and how, 

(d) what was the agenda before the meeting, and what were its decisions, 

(e) was any report submitted by the Indian representatives to Government? 
If so, what it is, and 

(f) do Government propose to send also the representatives of the Kisans 
and their organisations for the future meetings? 

Sir Pheroie Kh&reg&t: (a) Under the constitution of the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United Nations each member nation is to be represented by 
only one member with, if necessary, an alternate, associates, and advisers to 
assist him India was represented at the last meeting by the Honourable Sir 
Girja Shankar Bajpai, Agent General to the Government of India in the United 
States A statement giving a list of those who assisted him is laid on the table 

(b) They were selected by Government on the basis of their special qualifi¬ 
cations foi thj work to be undertaken The representatives from States were 
selected after consultation with the Political Department 

(c) One of the Vice Presidents of the Rural Peoples Welfare Society was 
nominated but he could not accept owing to other work 

(d) and (e) A copy of the agenda is laid on the table A report containing 
the decisions was submitted by the delegation Copies of the report will be 
supplied to Members as soon as printed 

(f) Eveiy eftoit will be made to send delegations which will be as representa¬ 
tive as possible, beanng in mind the limited number of persons who can be 
sent, the nature of the agenda and the time available for making the selections 

Statement showing the tut of persons deputed to assist India’s representative at the first 

session of the conference of the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations 

1 Akroyd, Dr W R, Director Nutrition Research Laboratories, Coonoor 

2 Baini Prashad, Dr , Fisheries Development AdviBer to the Govt of India 

3 Habib Ullah Khan, Khan Bahadnr Sardar, of Lahore 

4 Howard, Sir Herbert, Retired Inspector General of Forests 

5 Rajwade, Mr R. G , Controller of Supplies and Prices, Gwalior State 

6 Randhawa, Mr M S , Secretary, Imperial Council of Agricultural Research (Secy \ 

7 Rao, Dr V K R_ V , Planning Adviser for Food to the Government of India 

S Sethi, Mr D R , Agricultural Production Adviser to the Govt of India 

9 TIjjal Singh, Sardar, of the Multan District 
10 Vljayai aghavacharya, Sir T , Prime Minister, Udaipur State 
( 973 ) 
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agenda 

FIRST SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
Adoption of Temporary Rules of Procedure 
Election of Chairman and Officers of Conference 

Report by Chairman of United Nations Interim Commission on Food and Agriculture 
Appointment of Director General of FAO 
Organization and Work of First Session 

Technical Work of Food and Agriculture Organization in relation to 


Marketing 

Statistics 

Organization and Administration of hood and Agriculture Organisation 
Rules of procedure 
Budget and finance 
Administrative arrangements 
Constitutional and diplomatic questions 
Appointment of Executive Committee of Organization 
Other business 

Prof N G Ranga The point raised here is whether Government will make 
an effort to see that the representatives of the Kisans and thqir organisations 
also are represented at future Conference? What is the specific answer that 
my Honourable friend proposes to give to that question? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat The claims of those organisations will be borne in 
mind when the next nominations are made 

Sardar Mangal Singh What is this Rural Peoples Welfare Society to which 
the Honourable Member has referred? 

Sir Pheroxe Kharegat I think Prof Ranga would be the best person to reply 
to that question 

Deflection of Trade between India and South-East Asia 

258 *Mr P B Gole: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Member be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the export and import trade between India 
and the South East Asiatic countries is being deflected to the United Kingdom 
and other countries? 

(b) What steps have Government taken or contemplate taking to 
restore the export and import trade between India and South East Asiatic 
countries and Cevlon on the pre-war level? 

(c) What steps have Government taken or intend to take with a view to 
restricting the inflow of consumer’s goods, which are being produoed m India 
and which do not come under the scope of the Tariff Board? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Axizul Huque: (a) The reply is in the negative 

(b) The following steps have been taken or are contemplated to restore the 
export and import trade between India and South East Asiatic countries 

(1) The ban on private trade imposed under the Enemy Trading regulations, 
with British Far Eastern territories and the Philippine Islands has been with¬ 
drawn The withdrawal of the ban on private trade with the occupied areas of 
China is under consideration, while the ban on trade with French Indo-China, 
Siam and the Dutch East Indies will be removed as soon ae conditions permit 

(2) By virtue of an Open General Licence issued on the 22nd January 
1946, import licences are no longer required for many industrial requirements 
and consumer goods from most of the British Empire countries This will faci¬ 
litate imports from Malaya and Hong Kong and other Empire territories in the 
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South East Asia Zone With regard to the Philippines, a programme of re¬ 
quirements has been prepared and licences ire being issued accordingly As 
regards other territories, programmes of requirements have been prepared in 
accordance wifh which licences will be issued as soon as resumption of private 
trade is permitted 

(8) There is no legal bar to thp export of uncontrolled commodities to the 
countries with which private trading has been permitted As regards controlled 
commodities, supplies are at present sent from India through military channels 
As soon as civil administration is restored in these countries, it is expected that 
private trade will be resumed Negotiations to this end are proceeding 

(4) The import of llmost all classes of goods from Ceylon has all along been 
covered by an Open General Licence and exports to Cevlon have been allowed 
under quotas 

(5) It is proposi d to appoint trade commissioners m suitable places in the 
Far East and Cevlon with a view to facilitate trade between these territories 
and India 

(c) Manufacturers of consumer goods who desire protection to be accorded 
to their industries should apply in the prescribed manner for their case to be 
referred to the Tariff Board Meanwhile during the transitional penod, in 
licensing imports of consumer goods due regard is being paid to the legitimate 
interests of the indigenous industries 

Mr. Manu Subedar I brought to the notice of the Honourable Member a 
case where exports from Singapore to India of certain useful articles were per¬ 
mitted by the Singapore authorities but no import licence was issued to those 
parties, and in view of that may I enquire why it is necessary m the case of 
imports from Singapore and Malaya that a licence must be taken? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Axixul Hnque* As my Honourable fnend knows, 
the facts are not exactly that import licences arc not being issued, but steps are 
being taken for the issue of licences I have already taken steps to get informa¬ 
tion on the subject from Bombay 

Mr Manu Subed&r I am raising the general issue as to why the system of 
import licences for these countries should now be continued except for the 
protection of those articles* which we want to protect? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M Axixul Huque: That is why it is necessary 
Supposing we do not check the import, a number of industries may be affected 
and therefore it is quite necessary that importf control should be done at some 
stage 

Prof N G RaUga* Has Government received any representation from the 
Chinese Government in regard to relaxation ot these controls? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Axixul Huque* I cannot say off-hand 

Pabuaalentaby Mission 

259. ’Prof. N, G Ranga: Will the Honourable the Law Member be pleased 
to state 

(a) if the Government of India have received any instructions or advice from 
the British Government regaidmg the Parliamentary Mission, if so, what, 

(b) whether there is any truth in the press reports (10th January, 1946) that 
this Mission is expected or intends to prepare materials for a draft Indo-Bntish 
Treatv, if so, the representations proposed to be made by the Indian Govern¬ 
ment, and 

(ci whethei Government will consult this House on that matter? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Government have not yet received 
am mitrui t. >ns 01 advice from Hk Maje-itvGovernment regarding the Parlia 

mmtarv D< legation 
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(b) As regards the first part, I invite the Honourable Member’s attention to 
the following extract from the statement of the Lord President of the Council 
in the House of Commons on the 13th December last 

"I wish to make it clear that members will go out as representatives of Parlia 
ment to make personal contacts, to ascertain individual views, and to convey to 
leading Indians the hioad general attitude of the chief political parties in the 
country 

The Delegation will not be m any sense charged with making an official 
inquiry, nor will it he asked to make any formal report ” 

The second part does not arise 

(c) Does not arise 

Mr Manu Subedar May I enquire whether it is not correct that an officer 
has been appointed to make a draft of Indo British Treaty by the Government 
of India, and, if so, were not notes or drafts made by this gentleman shown to 
the Parliamentary Delegation or any member of the Delegation? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall With regard to the first part of the 
question, I think that is part of the duties of the Reforms Commissioner 
With regard to the second part, I hove no information 

Prof N G Ranga Is it or is it not a fact that the Parliamentary Delega 
tion met member- or the Executive Council either individually or collectively 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall* Yes, among other people 
Prof N G Ranga My question is did they meet them individually or 
collectively? Did they meet the Executive Council as Executive Council or did 
they meet members of the Executive Council as individual members? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall We met them at a tea party 
Prof N G Ranga Are we to understand that the Parliamentary Delega 
tion was not given the benefit of the views of the Executive Council members? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall No, Sir We did not meet them 
officially 

Prof N G Ranga Are we to understand that the Executive Council does 
not count even to the extent of communicating their views to the Parliamentary 
Delegation? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall No, Sir 

Shri Sri Prakasa Who will sign the Treaty on behalf of India? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall That question does not arise 
Sardar M&ngal Singh May I know whether the Government of India will 
find out from His Mijestv’s Government whether the Parliamentary Delega¬ 
tion has submitted am report to H M G ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. I am informed that they will not 
submit any formal report 

Sardar Mangal Singh But now it has been given out that they might submit 
i !eport 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall, I have not seen that information m 

the press 

Sardar Mangal Singh Will the Government of India find out whether the 
Delegation is going to submit any report, or not? Where is the harm in mak¬ 
ing enquiries? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall* It is not a matter for the Govern¬ 
ment of India, it. is for Parliament I gather they will have informal conversa¬ 
tion with the Government at Home 

Prof N G Ranga* Just as Mr Attlee has taken the opportunity of asking 
the Delegation to give him the impressions of their tour m India, so also did 
f he Government of India take any opportunity of asking the Delegation to give 
them the benefit of their impressions ? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthali: Their whole purpose of coming out 
was to ascertain individual views and to convey to leading Indians the broad 
general attitude of the chief political parties 

Prof. N G Ranga But did the Government of India take the trouble to 
ask the delegation to give them the benefit of their impressions’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthali No, Sir, the Government of India 
brought no pressure on them at all in forming their opinion 

Prof. N G Ranga It is not a question of pressure Did not the Govern¬ 
ment of India find it necessary to ask this delegation which has been going 
about the whole of Tndia to give them the benefit of the impressions that they 
have formed ns a lesult of their contacts with the principal political parties in 
India? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthali* No, Sir 

Sreejut Rbhlni Kumar Ohoudhuri Is it a fact that the Government of 
India did not wish to discuss these matters with the delegation because they 
felt that they could not represent India? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthali No, Sir 

Trial op Indians for Collaboration with Japanese 
260 ‘Prof K. G Ranga Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Relations De¬ 
partment be pleased to state 

(a) the number of Indians resident in Malaya at the time of Japanese occu 
pation, against whom the charge of collaboration has been brought, and what 
their names are, 

(b) how many of them have been kept in detention, and how many have been 
tried, and with what results, 

(c) how manv still await trial, arid what facilities were given to them to 
defend themselves, md 

(d) whether anv of then trials were publiclv held, and in the case of how 
many any elemenev w«b shown? 

Mr. R N Banerjee (a), (b) and (c) Such information is we have indicates 
that charges of collaboration, as distinct from charges of war crimes or charges 
involving brutality or cruelty, have been brought against 54 Indians A list of 
their names is placed on the table of the house 

Many have been released, either unconditionally or provisionally Two have 
been tried and sentenced to imprisonment Excluding these 2 already convict¬ 
ed, 22 persons are at present detained, five on charges of mere collaboration and 
the rest on charges of collaboration cum brutality torture or cruelty 

Local counsels have been engaged and lawyers from India have also since 
arrived in Malaya for their defence 

(d) Trials are being held publicly Clemency, after conviction, have not 
been Shown m any case 


Lilt of Indtana »» Malaya against whom Charges of Collaboration has been brought 
81 No Name 81 No Name 


1 Bhajan Singh 

2 Cundard H A 

3 Dagirao Chaw an 

4 Baud 

5 Gurbaehan Singh 

6 Harbajan Singh 

7 Harcharan Singh 

8 J Pereira 

9 Kailappan 

10 8 P 8 Kannu 


11 Knshnan T S M 
l!DrMK Lukshunavah 

13 Naima Singh 

14 Man Smgh 

15 P Markan 

16 Jor Mascariren 

17 K S Menon 

18 N K Menon 

19 K A Narayan 

20 Nitya Gopal Ghoeh 
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21 Paunalul MAganlal Dalai 38 Sadftkar Dm 

22 Rachavan N 39 Khear Singh 


23 Ratramenon 40 H K Benjamin 

24 Rogupathy M 0 41 Kajoo R H 

25 Sri Krishna 42 Majumdar Dr D K 

26 Srimvasagam 43 Subramaniam C 

27 V Subramaman 44 Sanna S N 

28 G V Thavar 45 M N Nair 

20 Vatakopat 46 A I Nathan 

30 Amir eer Musheci Bmt Said 47 Dr Samual 

31 Goho Si ish Chandra 48 Nordm Kucci 

32 John Sam 49 D M. Suppian 

33 Labrooy 50 Mall Singh 

34 Maniarn PiUay 51 Selva Nayagan 

35 K R Venon 62 H V D Bilva 

36 Andiappau Viuttiuli 53 A R Unny 

37 N W Pillai 54 Korpal Singh 

PrOi H G Ranga Have Government made any representations to the 
Malayan Government or the SBAC to show clemency towards any of these 
people who have been convicted so far7 

Mr R N Banerjee The news of the conviction of only two persons came 
recently, and the matter 1 — ' " 

Mr K C Neogy Am l to understand that the Government ot India have 
undertaken tlu r< sponsibility of meeting the cost ot defence of these persons 0 
Mr R N Banerjee Yes, Sir 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal Have the Government of India ever taken up 
the question of lepatriating these prisoners here for tridl’ 

Mr R N Banerjee As the Department concerned has had occasion to ex¬ 
plain to the House, it is lealiv not our po icy to hive these people repitnated 
to India and hold their trial here Apart from that, trus suggestion of repatria¬ 
tion has an iinpo»tant politic d aspect On the one hand we cannot claim full 
citizenship rights for these eountivmen of ours in those countries, and on the 
othei hand wo cmnot also insist on their being repatriated to India for trial 
for the alleged mfimgement of the laws of those countries It is for these 
reasons thiu vi » have not pursued the suggestion made in the press of having 
these people repatriated to India 

Mr Sasanka Senkhar Sanyal Have the Government of India made any 
representation to the BMA , Malaya, that this Government wants the same 
policy to be followed there, viz that people who are not charged with brutality 
should not be tried’ 

Mr R N Banerjee Yes, Sir and as a result of that> I may inform the 
House, a very large number of Indians who had been originally arrested have 
already been released, and only five are now under detention on charges of mere 
collaboration Even as regards them we are pursuing the matter 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal Have the Government of India asked the 
reasons as to why these people who are charged merely with collaboration have 
not yet been released’ 

Mr R N Banerjee Our representative to the S E A C has been taking 
this matter up almost from day to day with the local authorities 

Seth Govind Das Have the Government of India instructed their represen¬ 
tative there that the people who are charged with collaboration should be 
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Mr & N B&nerjee. Not only oui representative but even the Government 
of Thdia have made direct representations to the S E A C to that effect, and, 
as I said, the response has been on the whole very favourable, and the cases 
of the few persons who still continue to be under detention are also being pursued 

Prof, N. G Ranga- In regard to these 2*2 people still under detention, is any 
effort being made by the representative of the Government of Tndia to see that 
they are not ill-treated while under detention? 

Mr R N Banerjee* There are no complaints of ill-treatment now Our 
representative visited these detainees in all the iails as early as the first half 
of November, and he took every possible care to ensure that there was no ill 
treatment of these people in jail 

Jedda Sanitation Dues 

J}01. *Mr. Ahmed E. H Jailer■ Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Rela¬ 
tions Department please state 

(a) if it is a fact that the Jedda sanitation dues were Rs 22 in 1933-34, 

Rs 27 from 1934-35 to 1941-42 and since then Rs 90/10/-, and 

(b) If the answer to (a) be m the affirmative will the Honourable Member 
kindlv enlighten the House on the following points 

(i) whether the Government of India consider the enormous increase from 
Rs 22 to Rs 90/10/- reasonable, 

(u) if the rise is not considered reasonable, have government taken any 
step to spc that reasonable dues are levied if so, what steps have been t.iken 1 
and with what results, and if not, whv not 

(in) is the Jedda Sanitation Station properlv »quipped and efficiently 
manned, 

(iv) whether, according to the provisions of tlu Inti mat tonal Sanitaiv Lo> 
vention, any sanitary station can collect dues in excess of the cost of it- upk. 
and thus make i profit or do Government consider this fair and if not hnie 
the} drawn the attention of the Saudi Government to this fact, and 

(v) on how manv occasions and hv how many pilgums the Jedda Sanitan 
Station was used during the course of the last 10 years and whether the arrange¬ 
ments existing there were considered satisfactory and efficient 9 

Mr R N Banerjee (a) During the period from 1933 34 to 1940 41 Tidda 
sanitation dues were fixed at € G 1 1/11 the rupee equivalent of which varied 
according to the market rates of exchange Tn 1941-42, these dues were fixed 
at 40 E'l/uls but a 25 per cent teduction was made Tn 1944-45, they were 
increased to 50 Riyah and Indian pilgrims paid Rs 85 Annas 8 at the exchange 
rate of one nynl being equal to Re l Annas 11 In 1945-46, they wore fixed 
in rupees at Rs 85 Annas 8 

(b) (l) The dues were originally fixed really in terms of gold sovereigns and 
in terms of gold, they have increased from £ 6 1 1/11 m 1934 to £ G 1 1/4 in 
1945 The small increase is sought to be pistified by the increase in prices 
The sharp increase from Rs 22 to Rs 85-8-0 is due mainly to the rise in the 
pnee of gold and partly to the Saudi Arabia Government insisting on payment 
iri rupees The fixation of the dues in rupees at the rate of Rs 1-11-0 per ni/al 
ifist^ad of at the current rate of Rs 1-2 0 per nyal, is not considered reasonable 
by the Government of India 

(n) The Government of India did make representations against the increase 
in so fai as it was brought about by the high rate of exchange but the Saudi 
Aiabiah Government did not rfeduOe the rate Of exchange as they prescribed 
•IthilaHy high rtktes Of exchange for other countries as well 
« ( m ) But the station could be brought into operation at short notice 
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(iv) The International Sanitary Convention of 1926 as amended in 1938 
does not lay down any specific amount to be recovered from pilgrims as samta- 
tion charges 

(v) During the last 10 jears, the Tedda Sanitary Station was not used by 
pilgrims The latter part of the question does not therefore arise 

Payment of Dues by Pilgrims to Hejaz 

262 *Hr Ahmed E H JaSer Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Rela¬ 
tions Department please state 

(a) if it is i fact that in 1944 45 Haj season, when the Saudi Govemmenb 
dues and transportation charges were collected m advance by the Government 
of India, pilgrims travelling by first (lass weie allowed to canv with them 37 
gold sovereigns irid the deck "pilgrims 15 soveieigns, 

(b) whether dining the 1945 46 Haj season, when the Saudi Government 
dues and transportation charges were to be paid by the pilgrims m the Hajaz, 
pilgrims travelling bv first cla^s were allowed to carry 30 gold sovereigns and the 
deck pilgrims 20 gold sovereigns 

(c) whether the Standing Haj Committee, whom the Government of India 
consulted on the demand of the Saudi Government for the advance collection 
of these dues at the high rate of exchange, did not express their opinion, at 
their meeting held on the 14th Seotembei, 1945 that Government should not 
submit to the Saudi Government b demand but should strengthen the hands 
of the pilgrims by allowing them to earn a larger number of gold sovereigns 
than in the 1944 45 Haj season, and 

(d) what steps do Government propose to take to make good the loss which 
the pilgrims had to suffer? 

Mr R N Banerjee (a) In 1944-45 Haj season pilgrims were allowed to 
carry with them gold so\ereigns as stated below 


First Class (travelling bj 

bus 

Deck Class (travelling by bus 

Deok Class (travelling 

in. the Heja?) 


in the Hejaz) 

by Camel in the 
Hejaz) 

1st Batch 

15 

15 

12 

2nd Batch 

17 

26 

23 

(b) Yes 




(c) Yes The Saudi Arabi m Government, however, insisted that, even though 


made on the spot iftei irrn il at the Hejaz, all payment of their dues must be 
in fixi d sums m Indian ruirencv, that is to say, in rupees and not in gold or 
rivals Increase of gold sovereigns to be carried would not therefore have been 
of any advantage to pilgrims 

(d) Does not arise 

Carriage of Pilgrims from Bombay to Karachi in Ships for Jedda 

263 *Mr Ahmed E H. Jafler. (a) Will the Secretary, Commonwealth 
Relations Department please state if it is a fact that some pilgrim ships which 
sailed from Bombay dunng the 1945-46 Haj season to carry pilgrims 
from Karachi to Jeddah, actually carried some pilgrims from Bombay to Karachi 
18 local passengers on payment of extra passage fare from Bombay to Karachi? 

(b) Is it a fact that some pilgrims, while returning from Jeddah and wishing 
» proceed to Bombay, were allowed to continue their voyage from Karachi to 
3ombay m the same pilgrim ships, on payment of excess passage money as 
are from Karachi to Bombay? » 
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(o) II the answer to (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, what was the total 
number of such passengers which travelled from Bombay to Karachi and from 
Karachi to Bombary, in how many ships, and what was the passage fare paid, 
by these pilgrims for these voyages? 

(d) Are Government aware that the s s Englestan, which has a pilgrim- 
cairying capacity of about 860, actually sailed from Bombay in September with> 
only about 300 Bombay to Karachi passengeis to take up the pilgmn-run from 
Karachi? 

(e) Are Government aware that pilgrims from the Bombay Presidency, 
Hyderabad, the whole of the South of India, and even Bengal, would prefer 
to sail from Bombay on their Haj voyage rather than from Karachi, which would 
mean the saving to them of 2 to 3 day’s extra rail or sea ]ournev, as also a 
saving in their expenses? 

(t) Is it not a fact that on account of not arranging pilgrims to sail from Bom¬ 
bary, the pilgrims who proceeded to Jeddah this year from these provinces are esti¬ 
mated to have suffered a loss of Rs 2,50,000, if not, what is the Government 
estimate of the extra expenses to which these pilgrims were put to 9 

Mr R N Banenee- (a) Yes 

(b) Yes 

(c) 706 from Bombay to Karachi and 757 from Karachi to Bombay in six 
ships Fares paid were Rs 87 for I class, Rs 56 for II class and Rs 19-8 6 
for Deck class Only those who travelled first class from Karachi to Bombay 
by ships of the Mogul Line paid Rs 84-8-0 

(d) Yes The s s Enqlextnn carried 299 passengers against its carrying 
capacity of 836 

(e) Yes 

(f) The closure of the Bombay port to the pilgrim traffic was considered to 
be advisable and in the interest of the pilgrims on account of the abnormal 
conditions created by the war It is not possible to make any estimate of the 
additional expenditure which pilgrims from certain provinces had to incur 
This additional expenditure was however unavoidable m the abnormal condi¬ 
tions 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola H&roon With reference to part (d) of the question may 
I know from the Honourable Member why only 300 passengers were earned 
as against its capacity of 800? 

Mr R N Banarjee' The number of persons carried were those who wanted 
to take advantage of this boat for travelling from (Bombay to Karachi This was 
a case of what is known as ‘‘unberthed passengers” It was no part of our 
duties to provide them sea passage from Bombay We were under obligation 
to provide sea passage from Karachi but on occount of some accident to the 
railway line and for other reasons the local Port Ha] Committee approached us 
and we made a special exception and the number depended upon the number of 
people who wanted to avail themselves of that mode of travelling 

Mr. Ahmed R H. Jailer: Will Government consider the question of making 
arrangements for the departure of these pilgrims by sea from Bombay, especially 
those who"come from the southern parts of India? 

Mr R N. Banerjee' It is our intention to get back to normal conditions as 
soon as possible and we shall do our best 

Mr. Ahmed R. H. Jailer: What do you mean by normal conditions? 

Mr R. N Banerjee I mean pre-war conditions 

Mr, Ahmed R. H. Jailer: The war is now over and pre-war conditions hav» 


Mr. President: Next question 
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Excess Fare charged by Messrs Mogul Line, Limited 
264. *JCr. Ahmed X If. (a) Will the Secretary, Commonwealth 

Relations Department please state if it is a fact that one of the shipping 
companies, Messrs Mogul Line, Limited, engaged in the pilgrim traffic this 
year, charged Rs 150 as first class passage fare per passenger from Karachi to 
Bombay to some of the pilgrims? 

(b) Is it a fact that the other shipping company, Messrs Scmdia Steam 
Navigation Company, Limited, charged Rs 87 as first class passage fare from 
Karachi to Bombay to the pilgrims travelling by their ship? 

(o) Is it a fact that both the above shipping companies, while intimating 
to the Bombay Port Haj Committee then readiness to carry pilgrims between 
Bombay and Karachi, had given their first class passage fare as Rs 87? 

(d) If the answers to the above be m the affirmative, what steps do Govern 
ment propose taking to see that Messrs Mogul Line, Limited, do not repeat 
such actions in charging exoibitant fares to pilgrims? Do Government propose 
to compel them to refund such extes^ is tin v inav have charged during the 
current season ? 

Mr R N Banerjee (a) This fare was ( h irged from seven pilgrims 

(b) 'les 

(c) Yes 

(d) The higher fare was charged erroneously This is the British India 
Steam Navigation mail rate as opposed to the lower Bombay Steam passenger 
rate The excess has already been refunded by the company to six pilgrims 
The seventh cm also have the refund of the excess on upplicition No action 
is therefore consideied necessary 

K amaran Quarantine Station 

266. *Mr Ahmed E H J&ffer Will the Secret iry, Commonwealth 
Relations Department please lay on the table 

(i) accounts of ihe Kamanin Quarantine Station for the past two years, and 
(b; figures of consumption of distilled water by pilgrims and men of war 
during the past two years’ 

Mr R N Banerjee (a) A copy of the accounts for 1944 is placed on the 
table of the Housp Accounts for 1945 are not yet ready 
(b) Nil 


STATEMENT ‘ B ’ 

Statement sho mg the income, expenditure turplut or deficit and the clotting balance of the 
Per tonal Deposit Account of Kamaian Quo, online Station Fund for the year 1944 


Opening Closing 

Balance on let Total income Total pay Surplus at the Deficit at the Balance on list 
January 194+ ments end of the year ond of the year December, 194^ 


138,602 2 10 20,148 U 11 167.687 3 4 137,638 7 6 1,163 11 5 


Civil Administrator KAMARAN 


H M’s Kamaran Sub Treaauiy 

Kamaran the 21st January, 1346 
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Burma Indian Refugees 

266 *Prof H a Ranga Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Relations De¬ 
partment be pleased to state 

(a) how many Burma Indian refugees have so far been helped to return to 
Burma and under what conditions, 

(b) whether any Government assistance has been given to them before and 
after going to Burma, 

(c) by whom they are employed i e , Burma Government or private employers, 

(ch how many of them were recruited through contractors, 

(e) the plans ol Government for helping the other refugees to return to 
Burma, and 

(f) whether the Government of India will consider the advisability of taking 
special 6teps to help these refugees to return to Burma without the medium 
of the 8vstem of contract labour’? 

Mr R. N Baneqee (a), (b), (c) and (d) The question presumably refers 
to return to Burma of Indian refugees of the labouring classes If this presump¬ 
tion is correct, no such Indian refugees have so far been helped by the Govern¬ 
ment of India to return to Buima, and parts (b), (c) and (d) of the question 
do not, therefore, arise Tn 1944 the Government of India agreed to the lecruit 
ment of 16,000 skilled and semi-skilled labourers by the Civil Affairs Section 
(Burma) It is understood that certain refugees have been taken to Burma as 
part of the labour recruited under this scheme But no precise detsils art 
available 

(e) A statement is laid on the table 

(f) Yes 


Statement 

1 In consultation with the Government of Bunua a schenn lot the ripitnalio’i of 

Indian oMCiiees who aie demons of reluming to Burma is being wtnktd out Identity ttrli 
(kales ui being issued to evacuees all ovei India and their appluations for passages are 
registered by Protectors of Emigrants at the ports of Madras Vizagapatam, Calcutta an 1 
Chittagong Embarkation notices will be sent to evacuees as and when ships for then 

transport are available The first batch is expected to leave Tndia in \pnl next The 
question of financial assistance to evacuees who are in need of it is under consideration and 
orders will be issued shorth The Government of Bmma have agreed to look after India i 
evacuees once they reach the ports of disembarkation m Burma 

2 A Press Note and Instructions to local authorities issued by the Government of Tndu 
are attached 


PRESS NOTE 

Repatriation of evacuees to Burma 
Registration and issue of Identity Certificates 
Last date extended to February 28th 

It was stated m a Press Note issued on December 4th, 1945 that legistration and 
issue of identity certificates to Indian evacuees from Burma desirous of returning to that 
country would commence on December 10th 1945 and would be completed on January 31st 
1946 

Requests have been leceived from several evacuee associations that this date should be 
extended The Government of India have, accordingly, decided that identity certificates 
should continue to be issued throughout February, the last dite of issue being fiebrnnry 
28th, 1946 

Evacuees are advised to take out their identity certificates even though they are not 
wilhng to proceed to Burma immediately, as these identity certificates will be useful to 
enable them to return to Burma even at a later date Evacuees who are in receipt of 
financial Assistance are specially reminded that if they fail to take out their identity ceiti 
fidates, the assistance granted to them is liable to be stopped 
Commonwealth Relations Department, 

New Delhi, January 18tA, 1946 
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General 

There are nearly 4,00,000 of evacuees from Buima^i 


this country It i 


n account of the heavy 
for the movement and 
suddenly released from Japanese internment 
impossible to repatriate large numbers of 


accepted by both tie Government of Burma and the Government of India that all aucb 
persons, as have been obliged to leave Burma as » result of the war, ^d ^bsequent wen 
nation of the country by the Japanese, and also those who, in normal course, '" ould “^ 
returned to Burma but for the war and subsequent Japanese occupation of 
be enabled to return to Burma, before others who had no previous connections with that 
country 

2 Due to severe shipping losses suffered duung the war, and 
military demands immediately after the termination of the 
repatriation of tioops and prisoners of w»' ™<M«nlv release, 
camps in scattered areas in the Fast it 
evacuees at present to Burma from India 

3 On the other hand, even if shipping apace was immediately available, internal condi 
tions in Burma do not, at present make it advisable to permit large scale repatriation to 
that country Internal communications have been utterly disrupted No internal river 
traffic is possible at all Every railway bridge and railway station has been substantially 
damaged or knocked out The dispersal by road, from points on the railwav, is still not 
possible, both, on account of (l) serious damage to roads and bridges and (n) the absence 
of vehicles 

4 Because of lack of transport facilities the food situation m Burma is not happy 
Finally, there is a complete dearth of consumer goods and there is, particularly, an acute 
shortage of cloth 

5 In view of all this it is necessary to regulate the gradual return of evacuees and 
amongst the evacuees themselves it is necessary to arrange a system of priorities, to enable 
both the Governments to decide what classes of evacuees should precede the others, parti¬ 
cularly in the initial stages 

6 It is for these reasons that evacuees desirous of returning to Burma are being required 
to apply to local authorities, on a prescribed form, and on their satisfying the local autho 
rities as to their status as evacuees, they are to be issued identity certificates, in a prescribed 
form in order to safeguard against impersonation by persons who are not genuine evacuees 
This arrangement is m the interest of evacuees themselves The forms of application and 
identity certificates are included in this pamphlet 

7 The registration will commence on the 1st December 1045 and will be completed by 
the 28th February 194b The registration will be done at the Taluq, Tehsil or Circle Office 
on all working days 

Evarvre 

8 An evacuee for the purpose of this scheme mav be defined as any person who was 
obliged to leave Buima is a result of the wn and subsequent Japanese occupation of that 
countrv and any person who was resident m Burma md lnd left that conntrv pnor to the 


_ ' Burma if l 

ccupation of that countij 
>si a of identify cirtificate* 


had not been for the 


9 The legist,ate issuing ,hc Certificate of Identity should oeitifv that the person 
lonceined his been correctly identified” before him “as an Evacuee from Burma’ Before 
issuing the certificate theitforc, the magistrate is to satisfy himself on the best evidence 
available in e ich case that the applicant is an evacuee as defined in paragiaph 8 above 
This mac be done in one of seveial ways If the applicant is in receipt of financial assist 
ance as a Burma evacuee there need be no further scrutiny except to ensure that to the 
best of the knowledge and belief of the magistrate the particulars in the form of application 
have been coirectlj filled in If the evacuee declares that he had been enumerated at the 
Census of evacuees in 1943 this may in itself be good evidence too Failing these, help may be 
sought fiom responsible office bearers of duly ronstituted, evacuee or refugee organisations 
to establish the person’s identity as an evacuee In other cases help may be sought from 
persons who might have held important official or non official positions in Burma, eg, 
members of the House of Representative, Honorary Magistrates, Members of the Rangoon 
Corpoiation Rangoon Port Trust Rangoon University etc , or any other respectable Burma 
evacuee himself well known in the local area Such persons would be in a position to 
identifv the evacuee, or knowing the country (Burma), m*v be able to put intelligent ques¬ 
tions to the applicant and ascertain whether he is a bona fide evacuee or not The assistance 
of the Central and Assistant Refugee Officers of the area may also be obtained during their 
tom s Tn the last instance, the headman of the village where the evacuee has normally 
resided is likely to know the truth, as these matters do not remain a secret in the village 
The applicant may be able to produce some documents or letters m support of his plea— 
but "documentary evidence” is not to be demanded by an v means in all cases The magia 
trale is expected to use his intelligence and obtain in each case the best available evidence' 
on the spot without putting the applicant to any undue inconvenience or hardship 
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Who u to apply—Dependent* 

10 AU male adults above the age of 18 are to apply on a separate form and obtain 
•operate Identity Certificates Male dependents of evacuee* below 18 and female depen 
dents of whatever age are not required to apply and obtain separate Identity Certificate*. 
All females who are not attached to any adult males as dependents should also apply and 
obtain separate Identitv Certificate* Any dependents (other than male adults above 18) 
who are to go with sufch non dependent females should be included in the application and 
Identity Certificates of such females concerned (see Col 11 of the application form and 
back of Identity Certificate) 

11 The term “dependent” should ordinarily be interpreted as meaning a person who 
has no independent means of livelihood himself But it need not be interpreted viery strictly 
and may include members of joint families, who themselves have some independent means 
of livelihood But it may be explained to the evacuee that it would be to the advantage 
of adult persons to have their own identity certificates, so as to facilitate their proceeding 
to Burma independently, should this btiome neiessary by circumstances 

12 IN EVfcRl < APE WHERE A SEPARATE IDENTITY CERTIFICATE IS 
REQUIRED, OR IS NECESSARY UNDER THESE INSTRUCTIONS A SEPARA1E 
APPLICATION IORM MUST BE FILLED IN FOR THE PERSON CONCERNED 

Instructions for Filling Identity Certificates 

13 All certificates shall bear the signature and designation of the Issuing Magistrate and 
the official seal Under the signature and designation the “District” and the “Province 
or State in which the certificate is issued, shall be put down, together with the 'Date” of 


14 If the evacuee is in a position to obtain small, about pass port sized, photographs, 
such photographs may lie affixed in the space provided on the Identity Certificate as well 
as on the back of the duplicate copy of the application foim (in the space provided) The 
signature or left thumb impression (if illiterate) of the evacuee should be taken across the 
photogiaphs, partly on the photographs themselves As these certificates may be of use to 
the evacuee in Burma later it may be explained that it would be in the interest of the 
evacuee to affix such photographs, but if obtaining photographs is difficult and the evacuee 
is uot in a position to bear the expense, these should, on no account, be insisted upon • 

15 In the absence of the photographs the signature oi clear left thum impression of the 
person concerned should b© obtained on the Certificate and on th ( back of the copies of 
the application form, in the space provided 

16 Other columns elsewheie in the Identity Ceitificate are essential extracts of informs 
tion obtained, in detail on the application form and these columns in the Identitv Certi 
ficates must entirely tallv with the answers in the application form 

17 The column in Identity Certificate "Destination in Burma” is to show the address 
in Burma, if column 9 (in application form) "Future address in Burma” is different from 
column 8, “Last permanent address in Burma”, then the address given in column 9 and 
■not in column 8 shall be shown in the relevant column m the Identity Certificate 

18 Under “Pre evacuation interests in Burma”, in the Ceitificate of Iden 
titv, if in column 14 (a)>of the Form of application if there are any stranded memhers of 
the family and dependents, in the fiist line under this head in the Identity Certificate say 
without giving details "(n) Stranded membeis of the family” If, similarly, under 14(b' 
in application form there is any house proteity, in the Certificate of Id ntity Ray that 
House Pioperty’ If neither of 14(a) oi 14(h) ire given in the application form omit all 
mention of both these items fiom the Identitv Certificate If any answers are given in the 
application foim to 14(c) ‘Any othei mteiests”, in the Certificate of Identity, say 

‘14(c)” and add anv one and not mine thin two of the vocational interests a-, stated in the 
form of application 

19 The number of the Identitv ( eititivate issued should be caicfullv enteied in the 
■original as well as the duplicate applicition forms in the right top cornu of the front 
page The same number should he entered b the issuing authouty on the back page of the 
■application form m the place indicated 

20 An account of the number of the Identity Cei tificates should be kept by all the 
loc 1 mthoiities and all unused ceitificates will have to be returned to the ( entra! Go/ 
•eminent in acioi dance with instiuctions which will be issued in due course 


21 The 1< 
application f< 
an evacuee i 
fail to the P 


nority issuing certificates of identity should retain the original of the 
ether with any papers connected with the issue, eg, a certificate from 
n, in his office The, duplicate should be sent the same day without 
of Emigrants concerned 


22 On receipt of the duplicate of the application forms in resoect of which certificates 
have been issued by local authorities, the Protector of Emigrants will prepare (a) Registers 
if Fvacuees and (b) Abstracts as prescribed by the Central Government 


23 As soon as the evacuee embarks, the 
foim will be filled by the Protector of Emigr 
Issued the certificate of identity 


>n the back of the duplicate aplication 
id returned to the local authority who 


24 The local authority will, in the case of persons who have received financial assistance 
during their stay in India, then complete the entrv regarding fimneial assistance on the 
hark of the form and forward the form together with the personal file of the evacuee to 
the Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Commonwealth Relations New 
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1NSTKUC HONS FOR FILLING IN THE APPLIGA1ION FORM 

I & 2 “Nime ’ “Father’s/Husband’s Name” All proper name#, whether of 
parsons or places, occurring anywheie in the form or the Identity certificate should be 
m full (not initials) and in block capitals 

4 “Address in India" For rural areas, name village Tehsil/Taluk/Circle, District 
and Province, for urban areas, name stieet, etc , town, district and province 

5 “Home in India (if any) ’ If evacuee has any permanent home in India, besides 
whatever he had in Burma, say “Yes”, otherwise say “No” 

6 Occupation in India (if any)' If evacuee has obtained any permanent means 

of livelihood it should be entered here If not, say ‘No occupation” 

7 “Approximate date of evacuation” Enter here the date on which the applicant 
last arrived in India fiom Burma If exact date is not known, give the month and year, 
tq , “March 1942” 

8 “Last permanent address in Burma and name of employer (if any)” State 
evacuee s last; permanent address in Burma State No of the house, street, town *pd 
district in urban areas, and village, township and district in rural areas Add the name 
of the employer or firm m the column provided, if anv 

9 “Future address in Burma’ If the evacuee does not intend to return to his 

last permanent address given in question No 8 state particulars, as in 8, of the new address 
or destination as accurately as possible 

10 ‘Accommodation now available in Burma” To be filled in only if the evacuee 

has a residential house m Burma, if so state particulars as in 8 Alternatively, if the 

evacuee knows any relation or friend who can probably accommodate him, state his name 
and address as in 8 

II “Dependents accompanying the evacuee to Burma” State name, relationship, 

age and sex of dependents which the evacuee wants to take with lnm to Burma All male 
dependents above the age of 18 years must fill m separate application form and obtain 

'"separate identit certificates All applications of male adult dependents desiring to go as a 
group should be pinned together Female dependents of all ages and male dependents below 

18 are not required to fill separate applications, nor obtain separate identity certificates 

12 “Will vou go alone if dependents are not permitted at present to go to Burma” Ab 
far as possible the avsenee will be enabled to proceed with dependents, but this cannot 
be guaranteed The answer should be ‘ Ye*.” or “No” If the answer is “No”, the going 
of the evacuee may be delayed 

13 “Financial assistance if any, received in India” State only the approximate 
amount and the district or districts and Province or State in which it was received 
vnd whethei from the Government of Buwna or Government of India e g , “Rs 750— 
District Mainpuri—U P Government of India (or Burma)” 

14 “Pre evacuation interest in Burma” 

(a) ‘Stranded members of familv and dependents”—State only numbers, relationship 

and last known distmt not names eg Husband and two children—Shwebo” or "Grand 
mother two neioes and three nephews—Mandalay” 

(h) "House Property If the evacuee had anv house propeily anywhere m Burma, 

residential or otheiwise state approximate pre evacuation valuation, and address, as in 

(c) “Any other interests” This column is for the pre evacuation means of livelihood 

of the evacuee in Burma The v irious possible means of livelihood are given in Appen 
dix II below It is not intended that this answers to this question Bhould he recorded 
according to the classified means of livelihood in this Appendix Such a classification will 
be made by the Protector of Emigrants when these forms are sent to the Protector** at 

Ports The answers are to be recorded as given by the evacuee e q , if a man says he is 

a boot maker, he should he recorded as a boot maker, and not as “Industries of dress and 
toilet” and a cartman as a cartman, not as “Transport by land” The answers, however 
should not be vague, but must be specific and clear 

It is proposed to divide the workers following industrial meins of livelihood into skilled 
and unskilled workers A skilled worker is any person employed in any work requiring 
technical knowledge The Carpenter m a Carpenter’s shop is a skilled worker An ordmay 
labourer employed by a carpenter is an unskilled worker The Magistrate should sec that 
the reply to the question is given in a wav to enable the Protector of Emigrants to 
classify the worker at a later stage as skilled or unskilled 

State an V one. and not more thar tvo items, in order of importance, if evacuee had 
more than one means of livelihood 

(d) “Prospects m Burma” State what means of livelihood the evacuee hopes to have 
soon after returning to Burma He may he able to count on his income from house pronertv 
(14 bl, or he may he able to depeno on anv of the items in (14 c), or he may he hopmg 
to regain his previous employment, if he had any (8) See briefly and intelligently ih*- 
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15 ‘ Were you enumerated in 1943 census” If enumerated name the Taluq/Tehsil/ 
Circle Distnct and the Province or State in which the evacuee was enumerated 

16 4 Class of steamer accommodation desired 44 State whether accommodation desired 
is First or Second class Cabin or Deck accommodation It may be explained that Cabin 
accommodation may have to be entirely reserved, in the initial stages, for the infirm and the 

17 “If necessary, will you travel by lower class, if so, state lowest class 44 Self explana¬ 
tory 

18 “Month when the evacuee desires to return' 4 The earliest month, in 1946, in 
which evacuee is prepared to return mav be stated, eg, "February, 1946”, March 1946” 
It may be stated that it may not be m the interest of the evacueee to rush to Burma in the 
initial stages, particularly if the evacuee or dependents has or have any employment in 
India, or if Jhe minor dependents are in school etc It must also be explained that there 
is no guarantee that the evacuee will he enabled to proceed to Burma in the month stated 
m this Column 

19 “Messing (European or Hindu vegetarian/non vegetarian or Mohammedan)” The 
answer is necessary to enable authorities to arrange for messing in Reception Camps m 
India, on Board Ship and in Reception Camps in Burma 

20 “Marks of identification” Anv piominent marks on face hand or foot, whiclt 
can easily be noticed, such as scars, moles or deformities, if any, and colour of eyes, Mack, 
brown, green or coloui of hair mav be entered intelligentiv 

21 “Port of embarkation” The poits of embarkation will b e as shown below 

Madras,— The whole of the Province of Madras and Southern India States except Vizaga- 

patam, East 4 West Godavari, Kistna and Guntur Districts 

Vizagapatam —Vizagapatam, East and West Godavari, Kistna and Guntur Districts of 
the Province of Madras, Gan jam District of Oussa and Hyderabad 

Chittagong —Chittagong, Noakhali, Tipperah, Mymensingh and Dacca Districts of the 
Province of Bengal and Sylhet district of the Province of Assam 

Calcutta —Rest of India not served by the Madras, Vizagapatam and Chittagong ports 


No 

APPLICATION hORM 1-OR BURMA INDIAN EVACUEES DESIROUS OK 
RETURNING TO BURMA 

1 Name (in full) , 

2 Father’s/Husband’s Name 

3 Age and Sex 

4 Address in India , 

5 Home in India (if any) 

6 Occupation in India (if any) 

7 Approximate date of evacuation 

8 Last permanent address in Burma 
and name of employer (if any) 

9 Future address m Burma 

10 Accommodation now available in Burtna. 

11 Dependents accompanying the evacuee to Burma 

Name Relationship Age Sex 


12 Will you go alone if dependents are not 

permitted at present to go to Burma’ 

13 Financial assistance, if anv, received in India 

14 Pre evacuation interests in Burma 

(a) Stranded members of familv and dependents 

(b) House property 

(c) Any other interests 
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|d) Prospects 

15 Were you enumerated m 1943 census. Tehsil 

District Province 

16 Class of steamer accommodation desired 

17 li necessary, will you travel by lower class 
It so, state lowest class 

18 Mouth when tho evacuee desires to return 

19 Messing (European or Hindu vegetal tan/non vegetarian 
oi Mohammedan) 

20 Marks of identification 

21 Port of embarkation 
(Page 2) 

(For official use only) 

(To be filled in the office of the local authority) 
Identity card No has been issued 

Photograph/ Signature/ left 
thumb impression of evacuee 

Signature 

Designation 

District 

Province 

Date 


(Official seal) 


(To be filled in the Office of the Protector ot Emigrants ) 

Arrived at the port on 

Financial assistance, if any, granted at 

the port, prior to embarkation (receipt attached) 

Embarked on 

Foim returned to local authority on 

Protector of Emigrants 


(To be filled in the office of the local -uthontv) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government oi India, Department of Commonwealth 
Relations, New Delhi, with the remark that a sum* of Rs 

(Rupees ) is due from the applicant m respect of financial 

assistance granted to him dining his stay in India His peisonil file is attached 
Signature 
Designation 

(Official seal) 


*The total amount due from the evacuee including the amount granted by the Protector 
■ of Emigrants at the time of embarkation should be enteied here 
(Page 2) 

BURMA EVACUEE IDENTITY CERTIFICATE 
Destination in Burma 

Dependents—Name & relationship with evacuee 


<Pre evacuation interest m Burma 



Distt 


fehsil 


(P t ge 1) 

Hunbi 1 i s i une 
\ Idicss ill India 
in I hex 

Muks f J dent id ation 
P< t f bnib u kit ion 




No 


(Id oU 3) 




I, Mi 

Magistrate 

Cl ss, do hereby 

certify 

that Mr /Mrs /Mias 


whose pafticulais ai 

e given 

within has been correctly i lentified before u 

ic as an fcvicuco 

from Burma 



Photo /Signature/Loft thumb 
in ] region of the evacuee 

Signature 

Designation 

District 

Province 

Date 

(Oil 1 Scl of the t ouit ) 


1 \U il 

2 4i ik in Hill i 
■3 Kvankjyu 

4 San loway 

5 Rangoon 

6 Pegu 

7 rhinawady 

8 Hinthiwad 

9 Tisen 

10 Promt 

11 Bassein 

12 Hen/idi 

13 Mv i i,m\ 

14 Maul n 

15 Pyipon 

16 Silween 

17 Thaton 

18 Amherst 

19 Tavov 

20 Margin 

21 Toungoo 


APPENDIX I 


Districts 


and States in Burma 
22 Thayctmyo 
it Minbu 

24 Magwe 

25 Patokku 

26 Chm Hills 
9 7 Mandalay 

28 Kvaukae 

29 Meiktila 

30 Myingvan 

31 Yam thin 

32 Bhimo 

33 M ltkyin 

34 Shweho 
3i> S-, ling 

36 Katha 

37 Lower Chmdvv n 

38 Upper Chin lv\ i 

Store 

39 Northern Shan State 

40 Southern SI m Stilt 

«1 Karenni 


APPFNDIX TI 
T—AonrrurruRs 

(i) Von cultivating piopnetor 
(n) Cultivating Proprietor 
(m) Tenant cultivator 

(iv) Agricultural labourer (seasonal) 

(v) Stock raiser (t e , breeder of cattle or other animals herdsman, shepherd) 

(vi) Fisherman (including Pearling) 

■State one or not mon than two of the above categories 
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II li\iiomriov ot MiNfHMv (Woikeis m Mines) 
(l) Metallic Mmeials— 

(o) Lead, Silver and Pine 
Skilled woikers, 

Unskilled workeis 
(h) Tin and Wolfiam 
Skilled workeis 
Unskilled vvorkeis 


(c) Othei s 

Skilled vvoikus 
Unskilled woikeis 
(n) Non metallic minerals 
Skilled woikers 
Unskilled vvoikeis 

III Indu- 

(,) Wood 

(i) Saw mill employes 
Skilled \voikers 
Unskilled vvoikeis, 

(l>) Caipenters turneis and joinets, ete 
Skilled vvoikeis, 

Unskilled vvoikeis 

(e Otlicls (Biskct nnkeis mil aim liielu 
bamboo reeds or similar male) inis) 
Skilled workers 
Unskilled workers, 

(n) Metals 

(a) Blacksmiths other workers l 
Skilled workeis 
Unskilled vvoikeis 


mikers of implements 


(b) Othei fWoikus m other metals (except pie nous metals) mekei 
ete woikers in mints die sinkers ete ] 

Skilled woikeis 
Unskilkel wo kers, 

(in) Ceramics 

(a) Brick and tile makers 
Skilled woikeis 
Unskilled woikeis 


(h) Otheis (Polleie and makeis of i uthenw ire and other workers 
Skilhd woikers ‘ 

Unskilled workeis 


ini hiding leaves 


S of aims (runs 


ill ecrnines) 


(iv) Chemical Pioduces (Manufacture of matches, fireworks other explosives, aerated and 
mineral wateis ind ire manufacture and refining of vegetible and mineral oils etc 1 
Skilled workers 
Unskilled workers 


(v) booel (Hue poundeis end baskets flour grmdeis grain parchers, butchers makers of 
m,> l ,sses Rur sweetmeat and condiment, toddy drawers, brewers and distillers minu 
facturers of tobacco opium and ganja) 


(a) Rice Milling 
Skilled workers 
Unskilled workeis 


(b) Salt Indusliy 
Skilled workers 
Unskilled workers 


(c) Sugar Industry 
Skilled woikeis, 

' Unskilled workers, 

(d) Others 
Skilled workers, 

Unskilled workers, 

(vi) Industnes of dress and the toilet (Boot shoes sandals and clog makers tailor, 
milliners, dress makeis, embroiderers, hat makers washing and eWnineT c 

-dressers, anel othei industries connected with the toilet) g a d cleamn K, fiaibers hair 
Skilled workers, ' 

Unskilled workers, 

(vu) Cotton baling and ginning Industry 
Skilled workers, 

Unskilled workers. 



(vm) Textile industry 
Skilled workeis, 

Unskilled woikeis 
(i\) Oilseed oi Oil Industiy 
Skilled woikeis. 

Unskilled woikeis, 

(x) Cotton teed lndustrv 

Skilled workeis, 

Unskilled woikers 

(xi) Soap making Industiy 

Skilled workers, 

Unskilled woikers, 

(xn) Building Industiy (Lime burners cement workers, exc 
stone lUtteis ind dressers brick liyeit ind masons, builders pan 
tileis plnmlieis) 

Skilled workeis, 

Unskilled woikeis, 

(nil) ( onstruction of means ot tianspoit 

(i) Persons engagid in making issembling 01 repairing motor vehicles, cycleB, tram 

Skilled woikeis, 

Unskilled workeis 

(b) Otheis (cainage caits, palki makers wheel wnghts ship boat, aeroplane builders) 
Skilled woikeis, 

Unskilled workers, 

(xiv) Production and transmission ot physical forces, (Heat, light electricity, motive 
powei etc gas works and electric lights and power) 

Skilled woikeis, 

Unskilled woikeis 

(xv) Othei Indiistues (hides, skint, etc, furniture, printers engravers, bookbinders 
makers of music il instruments clocks jewellery and other miscellaneous industries except 
si avenging) 

Skilled woikeis 
Unskilled woikeis 
‘xvi) Sweepus mil scavengers 


(1) Tnnspoit by wiki—(a) Shipowner, boat owners and 
mariners, ship biokcis boat men, towmen and persons employed 
and canals including pilots other than labourers 
Skilled workers, 

Unskilled woikert 

(b) Laboureis employed on harbouis, docks, rivets and canals 

(I) Stevedores, coolies, caigo boatmen paddy gig men who are directly engaged or dis 

charging cargoes into or out of vessels in the port either in the midstream or 
at the wharf 

(II) Labourers engaged m handling cat goes ou public and private wharfs, jetties 01 

landing stages 

(in) Labourers engaged m handling goods on public or private sheds warehouses and 
godowns 

(iv) Labourers engaged in moving goods from wharves and warehouses to and from 
places beyond the limits of the poit 


(2) Tiansport by rond, (a) Persons, other than labourers, employed on the construction 
and maintenincc of roads and bridges, owneis, managers and employees connected with 
mechanically driven and other vehicles, palki etc hearers and ownerB, pack elephant, camel, 
mule, ass and bullock owners and drivers 
Skilled workers, 

Unskilled workers, 


(b) Labours employed on roads and bridges 
(e) Other labourers 

(3) Transport by rail—(a) Railway employees of all kinds other than doctors, police, 
postal service, labourers and sweepers 


(bj Labourers of all kinds associated with railway* 

(4> Others—(Persons connected with aerodrome and aeroplanes, post office, telegraph and 
telephony service, etc), 

Skilled worker*, 

QnkilUd worker*, 
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V Trad® 

(i) Hanks, establishments of credit exchange and Insurance 
(n) Ti-ide in Textiles 
(in) Hotels, cafes and lestauranta, etc , 

(ai Ovwuis and mmigers of hotels, cookshops, etc , and employees 

(b) Ilawkcis of drink and food stuffs 

(c) Others 

(n) Othu tiade in food stuffs 

(a) (Inin md pulse dealeis 

(b) Deileis hi othei foodstuffs 
i) Othei tradeis 

VI PuBIir AnMINlSTRATlON 

(1) Poll,. 

(2) S.nue ol tin btate 

(3, Otlni s nuts (Munitioil mil othei haul simio Village offuials ut< ) 

VII Professjons anb Liberal Arts 

(1) Law (L.wvus of ill kinds including <yi/is, law agents Lnv\ers' clerks, petition 
writers, etc ), 

12) Medicine (ILgistered Medical Pia tit'onois othei neisons piactising the healing arts 
dentists midwives, xaccinatois compounders, nuises \eterinary surgeons, etc) 

(31 Instiuc ions—Piotessois and teachers of all kinds, clerks and servants connected 
with education 

(4) Othcib (PncsL mimsteis -ind icligious woikers, public scribes, architects, surveyors 
authois e.litois ntists sculptois scientists astiologeis, musicians conjurors, acrobats, etc ) 
VIII Misoeilaneous 

(i) Domestic sei vice 
(»; md v .giants 

(in' Others 


Prof N G Ranga Out liifonnatimi is that a laige number of Burma refuge, 
labour, rs fumi Vizag.ipitim distuct lino already been taken over to Burma 
thiough the nitdnim of ,i number of contractors ind other people Have 
fiournment received no such information it .ill? 

Mr R N Banerjee We linee bad eompl lints froiti the Honourable Memb. t 
in the past ind we an looking into the matter carefully and investigating it 

Shri Sri Prakasa Will Government help such persons to go back to Burma 
whose wives and children are still there and who are anxious to go back? 

Mr R N Banerjee Oh, yes The Honourable Metnher may refer to the 
statement which T hue made in my reply to part (e) of the question 

Mr Manu Subedar* Have Government received a repiesentation from the 
Indian Merchants’ Chamber this morning giving particulars of the difficulties 
brought in the wav of Indians going from here merely on account of the 
arrangement with the Burma Government’ Whj are Government so solicitous 
regirding th-» a. nl ibihtv of accommodation, etc ’ Whv not leave this matter 
to the merchants themselves if they went there’ 

Mr R N Banerjee* I have not received any representation but I know 
that cert u 1 uee sion> have been taken by the Government of Burma I do not 
agree that they are intended to make it difficult for the Burma Indian commer 
cial houses to send their representatives back to Burma 

Mr Manu Subedar This is the reply which the Honourable Member has 
given us in this House since the beginning of this session May T know what 
further steps Government have taken in order to reduce the rigour of the under 
standing which they have reached with the Burma Government, that the Burma 
Government will decide who is to enter Burma Have this Government re 
presented to the Burma Government that those who have got properties, those 
who have got assets in Burma should be given absolute preference and the 
Burma Government shall create no difficulties m their way? 
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Mr It. N Banerjee. Tn deciding the order of priority for the return of the 
various classes of evacuees the Government of India must also have a say 
Wc have consulted all leading representatives of Burma Indians and we have 
drawn up an ordei of priority which has the full approval of the representatives 
of the Burma Indian organisations We are doing our best to regulate tht, 
return m accordance with that At the moment, I can assure the Honourable 
Member, we have got actually everything ready for obtaining shipping facilities 
etc , for the return of quite i large number of representatives of business houses, 
certain replacements of staff of husiness houses ind also certain other persons 
who have left properties there and whose return to Burma is considered desirable 
It has been in accordance with the understanding to which I made reference 
that the Government of Burma have agreed to this 

Prof H G Ranga Tn fixing these ptionties, are Gov< rnment considering 
the claims of the Burma Befugee labour also to go bach to Burma? 

Mr R N Banerjee Yes Sir 

Prof N G Ranga Will ('o'einment provnlt the necessary facilities foi 
those who an mteiested m the welfire of Burma Refugee Labour to go to 
Bniina and stay there at their own cost if necessary? 

Mr R N Banerjee The suggestion will be considered 

Mr K C Neogy Will tin Honourable Member pit isi mdicati the con¬ 
siderations that ncfuilly determine the priority that he has mentioned? 

Mr R N Banerjee Generally Sir, wo give priority No 1 to all those 
(l.isstes whosi return is considered urgently nectssarv bv the Government of 
I iuj rjjfiji m ordei to furtlir i then programme of n construction of the country 
Sufi^lpRr to that genti.il pimeiph, those Indians who have no home m India and 
for whom Buinm is the only home are given priority No 1 Next to thu, 
Indiana who have left propirtcs beh nd in Burma, thereafter would come the 
(onunercia! and professional classes This is the geneial punciple on which 
\,i have decided priority 

Mr Manu Subedar May I know whv >t has taken all these months for the 
Govtrnment to come to t derision ibout priority even though the civil adminis 
tiitmn w'is estihlislud long igo? May T know whether these priorities are 
timely on papir 01 shall we get on the move? 

Mr R N Banerjee *Thc priontu s wuc decided eight 01 tin months igo 
Speaking from nicnmiv the Civil Government went there only m October 194'5 
Wo have been very much handicapped bv the lick of shipping facilities and 
also by the fact that accommodation ind other local facilities are extremely 
limited m Bunns TJven Burma Indian representatives who have been visit¬ 
ing Burma ccme md till us that conditions are really very bad and that it would 
not be in the interest of the evacuees themselves to return there in large num 
beis without sufficient notice to the Government of Burma 

Mr Manu Subedar Whv are Government so very solicitous of the condi 
tions of particularly businessmen to which I refened 0 Why don’t vou leave 
them to find their own ficihties and on this condition, will you give the 
immediate facilities to return to take care of the propeities which they have 
left m Burma? 

Mr R N Banerjee T am prcpaied to do that Sir, but I hope it will be 
admitted that in a matter of this kind, we cannot adopt a one-sided programme 
\s far as possible, it would be wise for us to act in consultation with the 
Government of Burma Apart from that, if a very large number of people 
do return, in the existing circumstances, there is every risk of local lawless 
elements turning against Indians As the Honourable Member is aware, there 
has been a case of i distinguished Indian being assassinated in Burma 

Seth Govind Das’ Has the Government of Burma any objection for business 
men returning to Buima, if they want to do so at their own expense and at their 
own nsk? 
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Mr R N Banerjee No, Sir, they have no such objection 
Mr K 0 NOOgy Will the Honourable Member please state whether there 
is any embargo either temporary or peimanent in charnetcr contemplated m 
the matter of return of any category of these evacuees > 

Mr R N Banerjee- No, Sir 

Transfer of Hfadquarters of Ahohaeoiogy and Epigraphy Section from 
Ooty to Madras 

207 *Prof N G Banga Will the Education Secretary please state 

(a) whether it is a fact that the headquarters of the Aichieology and Epi 
giaphy Section for South India has been located at Ooty, 

(b) whether it is not a fact that there has been a demand on the part of the 
public voiced over a number of year-, both in this House as well as outside, to 
timsfei it to M idi is, the centre foi places of an li<iologicil interest in South 
India, 

(e) whethei it is also i tact that Government Ewe promised to consider this 
favourably, 

(dj why this has not been so far transtened to Madras, and 
(e) whether it is a fact that Government propose to shift this ofhcc al-c to 
the tar off Simla 9 

Dr John Sargent (a) The headquarters of the Southern Circle of the 
\rchaeological Survcv o’ India are located at Madras ind not at Ootacaimmd 
The headquarteis of the Epigraphical Branch of the Sur\ev are at present 
located at Ootacmiund 

(b) to (d) So far as is known, only one lequest has been received from thi 
public for the tiansfer of the Epgiaphical Branch from Ootacarnund to Madras 
On the othei hand, it has long been recognised by the Archaeo'og cal Survey 
itself that the hesdqu irters of this Branch should be situated at Madras, but 
owing to dearth of suitable accommodation in Madras, the Branch could not 
be transferred to that place The Government o f India piopose to construct 
buildings for its Offices in Madras and the question of trnnsferi ng the Ep grn 
ph cal Branch to Madras will be considered as soon is the buildings are resdv 
(e) No 

Increase in Carriage of Goods by Sea 

268. *Mr Manu Subedar (a) In view of the fact that the piessure on the 
Railways is still heavy, what arrangements has the Honourable the Comrnerte 
Member made to increase carriage of goods by sea? 

(b) What piogiess his been m.*le with legsrd to the additional construct ion 
in India md what tonnage is expected to be built dining 1946-47? 

(c) At how iii.r.o jilaces ire ships being constructed and of what si/e mil 
by whom ? 

The Honourable Dr Six M Azizul Huque (a) With a \iew to augmenting 
the carrying capac tv of the coastal fleet. Government have been arrang ng for 
the release, as early as possible, of ships on the Indian Register which were 
requisitioned for war purposes 

During the war steps were taken to d.vert traffic from the ruilways to the 
sea by various means and mainly by bans on certain rail movements, and by 
a scheme of equal sat on of transpoit charges by steamer and rail These 
measures, a ong with the conirol of coastal shipping to ensure satisfactory 
movement of essential cargoes, and the country craft organisation employed to 
secure increased use of country craft, w 11 be cont nued till the transport s tuation 
improves 

(b) and (c) The information is being collected and will be la’d on the table 
of the House in due course 
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Mr Manu Subedar. May I know whether the contemplated controls do not 
imply restriction in shipp ng ? May I know whether the Government have 
considered this, that if controls ire abolished the trade would find itb own 
facilities ? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M Azizul Huque It is not exactly that, control 
exists, but it is a question of relaxing control which we arc trying to do as soon 
ns possible 

Mr Manu Subedar How soon? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque There are so many tactors to be 
taken note of, the question ot opening certain places, the quest'on of proper 
service m those places which arc occupied by the militaiy parties, all these 
questions lie to be gone into 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know if Government have 
received representations from countiy crafts owners in Mangaloie that i nurnbei 
of restr etions have been imposed upon them, that they ha\e been asked to 
execute bonds for safe delivery of cargo and that these restrictions arc standing 
in the wav of tiee cimage of cargoes along the toast’’ 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque L have not just heard of it, 
because the actual transport part o f it is .n charge of anothei Dopaitment If 
inV llonoiuabli fucnd will give mi the actual route, 1 will try to find out 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Has not my Honourable fr end Mr 
K turn ik ui Mi non made ri piescntatious to the Honourable Member himself 
m rigird to this matter? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque I have been teceiving tor some 
time past a number of representations, T have not yet been able to get replies 
to all of them It ti presentation Has already been made as suggested bv the 
Honourable Memhei, then T have alieady taken steps to get replies [ shall 
certainly send a replv when icccived 

Prof N G Ranga Aie any definite steps being taken by Government to 
i ucourage the development of countiy crafts? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque That is being done in the Plann¬ 
ing and Development Department 

Prof N G Ranga Art anv steps being tiken now by the Government, 
apurt from mere planning? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque Om whole cffoit is to sec that 
coastal tritfic impiovcs in the country 

Mr Manu Subedar With n '< ruice to p trt (c) the Honouiable Member said 
be is coUect ng information Mav I know whether the Government have taken 
un> steps or continued the steps which they took during the war, toi stimula 
ting ship building in this country and whethci it is not true that aftei the war, 
m iternls wou’d be more leadily available now if the Government pursued the 
s ime policy ? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque Yes, Sir We aie awaiting the 
report both of the Shipjnng Policy Committee on the one s de and of the 
Planning Committee on the other and the question of shipbuilding is not such 
m easy matter as my Honourable fnend seems to think that it can be easily 
done We arc really behind it 

Control of Shipping in Indian Waters 

269 *Mr Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Mem- 
la r please state whether the control of shipping m Indian waters is still with 
the Ministry of War Transport representatives, or whethei the Government of 
India have taken it over? 

(b) What steps have been taken to bring down m the interest of the con¬ 
sumers of commodities the height rates, which were fixed during the war 
period? 
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(c) What plan or programme have the Government got to increase tonnage 
to meet the increased traffic between India and the neighbouring countries in 
the Indian Ocean in the west, and (Burma and other neighbouring countries in 
the east? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M Azizul Huque. (a) The attention of the 
Honourable Member is in« ted to the reply given by me to part (d) of his 
starred question No 19, on the 5th February 1946, from wlrch it will be seen 
that only ships on the British Registu are controlled by the Ministry of Wai 
Transport 

(b) Freight lates weio -iot controlled by Government except for a very shoit 
period m 1940 Freight lates during the war were high m keeping with the 
general rise in price level and wages, and although hostil tieb have ceased, the 
cost of operating a ship has not fallen appreciab y except in regard to war risks 
insurance rates which, however, constitute only a minor item ui the freight 
structure Wages, and cost of fuel, repairs, etc , contnue to be high 
Government, however, hope that freight rates will be reduced ns operating costs 
come down 

(c) Go\ernment will tike all such measures as m open to them to ensure 
the provis on of adequate tonnage m the trades mentioned 

Mr Manu Subedar When will the M mstry of War Transport m Indian 
waters defmnely cense to operate and when will the Government of Tndia take 
complete contiol of the sh ps doing coastal business ? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque As tegards Ministry of Wui 
Transport in Indiu, it should be addressed to the Honour ihle Member for War 
Transport, us regards the othef pait, I want notice 

Prof N G Ranga Ts it not a fact that one of the reasons why freight rates 
are so h gh is the imposition of a high indemnity bond 6t<vmp duty to be paid 
by every shipper for ivcr\ consignment ? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque I am not awaie of it 

Mr Manu Subedar With regard to (e), the Honourable Member has not 
replied as to what plans or piogramme the Government have to mciease toimage 
to meet tin increased traffic between Tndia mid the ne ghbounng countries m 
the Indian Ocean and Burma and other countries m the East? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque AH* these matters are being 
considered but my friend should know that there are insistent voices on the 
other side, from the neighbouring benches, saying that we should have no 
expoit You cannot im.ro isc toiiiiigc it there is to be no c \port 

Prof N G Ranga Will Government inquire into the matter? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque* Yes, we are trying to do our 

best 

Mr Manu Subedar bir, a little while ago, the Honourable Secretary of the 
Commonwoalili Relations Department si'd that there were shipping difficulties 
in connection with sending people to Burma If the shipp ng difficult’es were 
so acute, may I not enquire what steps Government are taking to increase 
shipping in Eastern waters? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque My triend is speaking as though 
we ire still m the m dst of war Since the war tune terminated, the situation 
has gradually become better and better and I think there must be a time lag 
between the actual cessation of hostilities and the time when normal state 
o f things can be lesurned Tonnage does not mean only tonnage for the purpose 
of sending men Trade forms a very important part of it and it is with 
refeience to the trade that this quest on is being exam ned 

Mr. Manu Subedar* I am sorry to persist in my question I would like to 
know what steps the Government of India have taken to increase the tonnage 
for trade in the Indian waters 
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The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque* I want notice of the question 

Mr. Manu Subedar The question is already there in part (c) 

Mr President As regards the specific steps, the Honourable Member wants 
notice 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque In fact, I have answered that 
question a few flays before 

Steamers on Coastal Trad* o* India 

270 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Mem 
bit pic tse stab lnnv many stt imers were taken during the war from companies 
wh.ch weie legibtercd in In<l i, 01 who were cairying on the (oustil trade of 
India, and how many ot them have been returned? 

(b) What arrangem nts have Government made for mi teasing the tonnage 
m the Indian wateis 

< 1) by permitting companies to make purchases ahioail, 

(n) by pressing foi Indus claim foi a substanti vl poitiou ot enemy 
merchants ships, wliuh lull into thf hinds of tin Allied Governments, and 

(m) by negotiation tm puiclissc with the U S V , who uc reported to hnvi 
m enormous surplus' 1 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque (a) Fifty seven sea going steamers 
ot Indian registry were requisitioned O these 10 were lost by war or marine 
r,sk while undir reqnsition, 31 were returned to the owners, and 14 are still 
under requ sition 

(b) (i) Government’s peimission is not required for the purchase of ships # 
abroad by companies Government are, however, giving all practicable 
issistanec to companies in making &uch purchases 

(n) A c’aim on behalf of Ind'a for i share m the Gciman merchant navy 
w is pressed at the German Reparations Conference in Paris last November 
A similar claim wi 1 be made in regaul to lapanese ships m connect on with 
the Japtnese teparntions 

(in) \ccording to information at my disposal the plans of the United States 
of America for the d sposal of their surplus tonnage do not appear yet to have 
been finalised When ships o' that country actually become avai'able for sale 
it would be foi intending purehaseis to negotiate elnect with shipowners in 
\inericu The Government of India would, however, be glad to cons der any 
request for issistance from such purchasers 

Mr Manu Subedar What was the result of the effort of the Government of 
India to get a port on of the merchant liavv of Germany ns part of the 
reparations ? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque: We pressed our claim along with 

others who pressed their claims It was decided at the Conference that the 
German merchant navy avai'able for distribution among the.countres entitled 
to reparations should be distr buted m proportion to the losses o F merchant 
sh'ps suffered bv the respective countries through German action So far as 
losses of Tndia are concerned, they are negligible and therefore w r e are not 
certain what we will get 

Mr Manu Subedar In other words, we have failed to get anything from 
that hrection 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque* In spte of the fact that the 
losses of India are negligib'e, even if I give h m delegation power, how can my 
Honourable fuend ask ‘Although I have not lost anv ship stdl I must have 
my share’? 

Mr. Manu Subedar With ugard to the 14 which are still undei requisiton, 
may I know if these cannot be released for the civiljpopulat on straight awav 
May I know whether they are so very important F on the military goods move¬ 
ment that the civl population should still eontmue to be deprived of their use ? 
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The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque: I am not yet certain about the 
posit on My impression is that a number of the ships aie actually in .service 
for flic purpose of supplying the essential requ lements of India but there are 
certainly some ships wIiilIi are requisitioned for defence purposes We are 
active'y pursuing this and we are trying our best to de-requisition these as 
soon as possible 

Compary nvE Hist of Prices in Tndia and England 

271 *Mr Manu Subedar *(a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Mem 
b> i please state how many index numbers are maintained by the Government 
ot India and on whit basis’ 

(b) Is it a ficf tint Ihi prices, on which these index nurnbeis ire based, 
are those fixed by Govci mm nt ’ 

(i ) Is it a f iet th it the civil popu ation was uuable genei illy to secure 
iii'tunl at tlitsc pirns hevoiid tlit mi igre 1 ition, oi had to pay heavier prices 
at the black market 9 

^1) Will Governiiunt give the compuitive use ot pru es in Indn aid m 
the United Kingdom ’ 

(el Have GoviiiiiikiiI i msideud, and do they piopose to give causes why 
the nse ot prices m India Ins been \ciy much heaviei, aid win Indn is u 
i juutry sulteiing fiotn verv he* ivy nidation’ 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque (a) 55 senes ot index nunibeis 
an maintained l>\ the Government of India Price indices are based on 
quot it ions liom se.ettid i entres and piohi indices on balance sheets ot 
MOinpauies Index nuinhers for declared values o f imports ind exports are 
based on lciurns ncuved irom Colleetois of Customs 

(b) No, Sir The\ ate bused on previlent maiket lutes leported to Govern 
nunt In ( lunibiis nt ('omniercc oi siimlai bodies 

(e) Government have no reason to believe that the public have generally 
found it necessary’ to pay more than the controlled prices for then essential or 
i itioned requirements 

(d) Between August 1939 and October 1945, wholesale pi ees in ixmdon as 
me isurcd In the Board of Trade Index Numbers rose by 7<j per cent while 
during the same period wholesale prices in India vs measured by the Eoonomic 
Advisers Index for ill commodities rose by 144 per cent 

(e) Tin answer to tin first part of the quest on is in the affnrriative As 
regards the second part, the le'ativeh greuer rise in pr ces in Ind a has been 
due to a variety of factors which it would be impossible to explain briefly in 

in answer to a question Hefereiu e is, howtvei, invited to puagraplis 15 and 
40 of S r Jeremy Raismnn s Budget speech m this House, on the 29th February 
1944 

Mr Manu Subedar Since that Budget speech to which the Honourable 
Membei lias lihrred, twelve months have passed and in view o + the distress 
to all classes whose incomes are fixed, in view of the very serious distress 
exper eticcd by all including Government servants, will Government make un 
(ftort to bring down these prees? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque I am answering the question on 
tin pure < eonomic plan as to what are the index figures but if my frend 
wants (o put a general question, it will have to be addressed to the different 
Departments on differi nt specific matters Government has been pursuing a 
pol e\ of stab lising priees as soon as poss ble 

Seth Govind Das' Wnh respect to clause (e) of the question, does the 
Government think that the people get things in the black market at lesa price? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque My friend is probably more 
aware of the blaek market than myself 
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PUBCGASES BY U K C C IN INDIA 

272 *Mr Manu Subedar* (a) Has the Honourable the Commerce Mem 
ber got a complete statement of the pint bases mule by the U lx C C in this 
country since the beginning of their operations ’ If so, what is the total value? 

fb) Is it a fact that the operations ot the UK CC weie Responsible for 
increasing the evils of inflation in India ’ 

(c) Have Government asked for any sh uc ot the piohts made by the 
U Iv C C m India, having regard to the special facilities given by Govern 
ment to the U K (' V to carry on tin u business m India J 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque (a) Yes, Sir The total value 

is Rs 18 crores 11 lakhs 

(b) Mo, Su 

(c) The Honourable Members attention is invited to the repl\ given on the 
7th November 1844, to paits (b), (e) and (d) ot his hturrod Question No 148 

Mr Manu Subedar What weie the special faulitMs given to the UKCC 7 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque My 'rend has assumed that 
special laeihties hue b< en givin ind hus asked as to what are those facilit as, 
Mr Manu Subedar 1 want to know from my Honourable fiiend whether 
impoit ind c\poit licenses wire not fieelv given to the UKCC, whether 
wagon pnonties weie not freely given to them, whcthci exemptions tmm 
ceitam taxes wue not grven to them What weie the otTiei facilities, if my 1 
Will not mv friend make an effort, if not now, later in the session, to give me 
a clear statement as to what were the facilities given to the UKCC > 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque Sir, I would lather like notu e 
of th h question as to wlnt facilities they had That will require an investiga¬ 
tion from different Depuitments but lieie I mi inswenng a question in vvhie h 
hi his hnnself lssumed that thev icceived special facilities 

Mr Manu Subedar In view' of the fact that this UKCC ins a Corpora 
lion belonging to His Ma]cstv s Government and it involves State trading 
wlieh is liable to taxes m tins country, may I not enquire whether Govern¬ 
ment has claimed my shire of the profits tiom the UKCC’ 

The Honourable Dr S,ir M Azizul Huque As regards tixes, it is not for me 
to mswer th s qmstion It shou'd be iddiessed to the proper quarters, As 
reg irds tin profits, T did answer th it we were not aware of the b’g profitf that 
th. V K C V m idi ' f 

Mr Manu Subedar Have not Government been aw ue that thmgaflike 
sugar, papei, t In inicals, and medicine purchased by the UKCC in' this 
< ountry wen sold elsewhere five and ten times the puce, such as tea sugar, 
etc , which tliev bought lieie, mil why has this profit which belongs to Indja 
been permitted In th s Goieiuniont to go to i ote gn Coipoiation * 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque Mv fiiend assumes that there 
was a profit I am not aware of this and to end ill these discussions and 
critic sms, I had i conference in Bombay m which the representatives of the 
Chambers of Coinmtice were present and there T was supplied all facts wh'ch 
d d not show that heavy profits were made 

Mr Manu Subedar The facts are not in India, hut from the Middle East 
countries where the UKCC sent out these goods, it was foi the Government 
of this country to iscertam the facts as I am mentioning them Tt is still 
fm my Honourable 'r end 10 ascertain whether the UKCC did not sell tea 
and sugar n Persia and other M ddle East countries at five and ten times the 
price they purchased here and if all that was profit, win has Government 
neglected the opportunity of shanng m that profit 

■The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque* I am not aware of them and 
mv friend puts the question about the extent of profit the UKCC made in 
sugar and tea T will certn nlv try and give an answer after collecting the faots 
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Repokt of Mica Enquary Committee 
273 *Shri Satya Narayan Sinha (a) Will the Honourable the Labour 

Member he pleased to state if he has received the report of the Mica Enquiry 
Committee presided over by Mr Justice lleuben? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Committee h ivc recommended that the ban on the 
sale of crude and Bima Mica undci the Mic i Control Ordei should be modified 
if not altogether lifted? 

(c) Arc Government awne tint tlu present bin on th< silc ot tiude and 
Curia Mica has led to the unemployment of several I ikhs of mica laboureis? 

(d) When do Government contemplate to lift the ban on the sale of crude 
and Buna Mica > 

(e) When do they intend to publish (In uport of tin ( oninuttee’ 

Mr S 0 Joshi (a) Yes 

(b) Yes 

(c) No 

(d) Tlu question neids e\ munition in the light of Mica Enquiry Com 
mittee’s leport 

(e) Matter is under consideration but the report will be published as soon 
as copies ate punted 

Prof N G Ranga Are we to undcistanel from the answer to part (c) of 
this question th it sevctal I ikhs of Miei libomers are linemploved } 

Mr S C Joshi We hue no inhumation that they lie unemployed 

Babu Ram Narayan Smgh In view of the fact that as a result of the Mica 
Control Ordei several lakhs of people hate been throyvn out of impoyment 
may 1 know in whose interest Goyernment. intend to regulate the Mica trade? 

Mr S C Joshi \\e hue no inforination is to the number of people thrown 
out of employment The only persons likely to be affected were the small 
traders Hut if wis expected th rt most of them would have found employ¬ 
ment esewhcMe 

Prof N G Ranga Has Goy eminent done anything to help this Mica 
industry > • 

Mr S C Jostn Government is doing 

Prof N G Ranga Whit is it 0 

Mir. S 0 Joshi That is noyv under consideration and steps will he taken m 
the light of the* recommend itions made bv the Committee 

Prof N G Ranga Does it not mean that Government has not been doing 
anything till new ’ They have now ippointod a committee anel awaiting its 

report 

Mi President Cider, ordei 

Babu Ram Narayan Singh What is the underlying policy of Government in 
regaicl to the Miei Trade* * 

Mr S 0 Joshi It is bioad a question to he answered as supplementary 

Babu Ram Narayan Smgh Isn t it a fact that in this Mica business the Gov¬ 
ernment of India is playing into the hands of one Mr Watson the Manager 
ot the American Christian Company of Panama? 

Mr S 0 Joshi I hive* no infoimntion 

Mr President • Next question 

Mr. Geoffrey W Tyson Will the Government make enquiries whether the 
•compam refeireel to his not been sold to Indian interests? 

Mr S O Joshi* Enquiries will be made 
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Economic Sanctions against South Africa 

274 *Seth flovind Das (on behalt of Mahaiajkumar Dr Sir Vijaya Ananda) 

Will the Noiret nv Commonwealth Editions Department be pleased to siite 
if it is a fact tli it Mi Ameiy, the former Secretary of State for India, prevent 
ed the Indian (!ou mini nt from imposing economic sanctions against South 
Africa? 

Mr R N Banerjee No 

(Several Honourable Members raised their voices at the answer “No ”) 

Mr President Order, order 

Seth Govmd Das Does the Honourable Member deny that no comraum 
cation has been letcived bv the Government of India fiom the Secretary of 
State > 

Mr R N Banerjee That is quite a diffc lent question The question is 
whethei the Scuetary of Stitt islced us not to enforce sanctions 

Prof N G Ranga Hive you infoiniation that the Secretary of State foi 
Tndm has bent a communication to the Government of India tint they were 
contcmplatng tc impose economic sanctions against South \frica ? 

Mr R K Banerjee It will not be in the public interest to make amv fur 
tlicr statement on the subject 
beth Govmd Das Hear, hear I 
Mr President Order, order 

Dktfntion of Indians »or Collaboration wiih Enfmy 

275 *Seth Govmd Das (a) Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Relations 
Department be pleased to state if it is a tact thut a very large number of 
Indi’us nt behind the bus in Maliva on i charge of t o'l iboiatiou with the 
cnornv° 

(bj If thi mswci to (,i) is in the illumulive, wlnt is the number ot buch 
persons detauiul at piesent* 

(c) What facilities are being given to these pci sons for securing proper 
legal assistance and getting in touch with their id itives md friends in India/ 

Mr R N Banerjee (\ t and (b) Our infoiniation is that at present 24 
Indians are in detention Out of these two have been convicted of charges 
of causing hurt with intent to extort confession, five are detained on charges 
of collaboration and the rest, on charges of collaboration and brutality, torture 
or cmeltv 

(c) The Government of India is providing legal assistance These persons 
are allowed to correspond with relatives and friends in Indie* Local relative^ 
and friends are also allowed to visit them 

Seth Govmd Das How much till now has been spent by the Government 
of India in giving them legal assistance? 

Mr R N Banerjee I cannot say how much has been spent actually up to 
date But as 1 explained the other day to the House our lepresentative has 
ample authority to incur anv expenditure that he consideis necessary and 
i-easonable for giving relief to Indians 

Bhri Sri Prakasa* Is it a fact that Government is defending persons m 
Malaya for just such oflences foi which they are prosecuting them in India? 
Mr. R. N. Banerjee. I am sorry I could not follow the question 
Seth GOvind Das’ Is it a farct that certain relatives of these people in 
Maiaya who are living in India wanted to go to Malaya and they we»_ not 
given proper facilities to go there? 

ML R. K. Banerjee: I have had no such case brought to my notice and 
there is no reason why it should be so 
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Shn Sn Piakasa l was asking whethei it was not a fact that the verj 
ottenees w Inch the Honourable Membei savs men in Malityu have committed, 
lor ninth thee aic being elefended li we been committed by others for which 
the Government ot India is prosecuting them in the Red Foit and elsewhere? 
How l- it that Government detciidb poisons at one place for the very offence 
for which it piosecutes at another place? 

(Mi P Mason md Mi R N Baneijec weic seen consulting together) 

Shri Sn Prakasa Let both answ er togi thi r 1 

Mr R N Banerjee That is a iciiiaikabk instance of impartiality! 

Mr President Next question 

SHADOWING OI) SlJsPFCTFD Pi USONS hOR SO CALI ED COILABORATION WITH 

Enimy 

276. *Seth Oovind Das Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Relations 
iHpartmcnt pie isc state it it is a tact that in Vliliyn and Ruima peisons who 
had recencel cleai eiitihcitcs ot exonci ition lrom law couits attei having 
been kept conlmtil hn a long tune foi the so called iollaboiation with the 
enemy, continued to In shadowed uid suspected md were umbh to resume 
their lioinuil avocations ’ If so ulmt wen the itasons n genu il ' 

Mr R N Banerjee No such cases huve come to our notice 
Collaboration with Enema ot a British Postal Oificeb 

277 *Seth Oovind Das (a) Will the bccictuie, Commonwealth Relations 
Department please stale it it is a I let tli it i Hnt'sh Postil Oflini vvas eompelled 
by foice of eiicuinst inces to mg mise the Jap west Postil Savings Bank in 
Mai u i md Burma and peisuaeh Indi ms to put their monos m it 1 

(bl II the msuir to (i) is in tin ilium itivb does this otheci stand charged 
with iollaboiation with the eneim ’ Has hts case been decided? If so with 
whit icsuits-’ 

Mr R N Banerjee (a) and (h) liove innient have no inform ition but aeces 
ssry < mpiiiu s mil be made it the Honourable Membei cjjn furnish further details 
legarilmg the Ofihcei 

Indian Labourers from Burma to Singapore 

278 *Seth Oovmd Das (a) Will the 1 Seditiuv, Commonwealth Relations 
Depaitmeut please state it it is a tact that the Lipanese had taken a verv large 
number of Indian labouitis hom Bmma to Singapore > If so whal was then 
total numbei? Out of tint how mum luv, ictumed back and how mam arc 
still missing’ 


(b) What anangenienis hive bun made oi rip being made foi the families 
and dependants of the missing Indian hboureis who were left at the merev of 
tru cruel and unscrupulous enem\ > 

(c) Do the Government of Indn propose to exercise its influence on the 
respective Governments of Malays and Bmma to. the benefit of their depend- 
ants who are victims of dire pentirc and disease these da vs’ 

, ? N Baner ]® 6 (a) A large number of Indian labourers had been taken 

r^e J n?“r,'r„,!b u r- but ” «■» »»* 

..a 

of any description found m Malaya get the benefit of TW, 0 E m j 

aasMirksL-tas 

both countnes are keeping an eye on such cases representatives m 
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Seth Govind Das* Is it not a fact that the funds which have been kept with 
repiosentative of the Government of India .ire very meagie? 

Mr R N Banerjee Not at all As I explained just now, he has got full 
discretion to irn ur any expenditure that he consideis necessary and reasonable 
to grunt re lef 

(6) Written Answers 

Loss TO Indians in Malaya due to Change oi Currency 

279 *Seth Govind Das (a) Is the Secretary, c'oinmouwealtn Relations 
Department aware of the tact that Indiana m Malay i have lost vi ry heavily 
due to the change of euritniy on two oci isions on account of the change ot 
Government > 

S (h) Havi the Governments ot I3uimi md Malava exchanged or do they 
propose to exchange the Japanese cuuenee which untamed with the Indians 
m M il iva md Burma liter the captinc of these pi iei s from the hands of the 
Japanese 

Mr R N Banerjee (a) Reports have been received That owing to invalidation 
ot tlu f ipuiest (inienev, many Indians in Malava have been put to loss 

lb) As itg.irds Malaya, thi reply is in the negative Information regarding 
Jin*in i is hung collected and will he furnished when received 

Import of Cosmetics, etc , from USA 

280 *Mr Vadilal Lallubhai (a) Will the Honourable thi Commerce Member 
bt pie iseil to state whether it is i tact that ordinary consumers goods such as 
cosmetics, picx essed foods etc, up allowed to be imported from the USA 
although such goods can easily be imported from the sterling area, and that 
a veiy restrictive poln v is followed in gmnting licences lot import ot plant and 
machinuy from the Dollui Area’ 

(b) It the leply to (a) is in the affirmative, why is dollar exchange being 
frittered iwu in this inannn and not being pieseived tor importing capital 
goods } 

(i) Is it a tact that doll.u exchange is not being made available for capital 
equipment to the extent that it is possible ? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azixul Huque (a) No, Sir Licences for imports 
from the United States of America of goods of consumer type as well as of 
plant and machinery are issued to the extent that is considered essential, 
having regard to the possibility of supplies from the sterling area and local 
pioduction Moieovei, m the case of consumer goods the necessity for mam 
tenance of pic uni tiade connection is kept ip view 

(b) Does not arise 

(c) Dollar exchange foi the purpose of capital equipment is being made 
available as required to satisfy the principles mentioned in (a) above 

Purchase of Wheat by United Provinces Government 

281 *Shri Sri Prakasa (a) Will the Secretary, Food Department be pleased 
to state the amount of wheat purchased by the Government of the United 
Provinces for the yeni 1945 ’ 

(b) When and at what prices was wheat sold at Government Ration shops 
at various penods of the year? * 

(o) Was the price increased from time to time? 

(d) What was the amount of profit made hv Government bv the sale of 
wheat? 

Mr. B R Sen- An enquiry has been made from the U P Government and 
the information will he laid on the table of the House when received 
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Price of Wheat in Deuii 

282. ♦Shri Sri Prakasa. (a) Wdl the becietaiy Pood Depaitmeiu be pleased 
to state the price ol wheat m Dtilu 111 ordmuy 1! itiou hhops md in shops 
meant for Government Scivantb'' 

(b) Has the puce ot wheat in mv ot these shops been muciscd with effect 
from Febiuary 1, l l )4b ’ II so, what aie the reasons toi this meiease? 

(c) What proht, il ant do the Government ot India c\pi<t to m ilu lit stall 
ineieise of price/ 

Mr, B R Sen (a) The ictaxl puce oi wheat at all lation shops is Ks 10/15/- 
pei maund Wheat is, however, sold to Government seivants diawing Its 000 
oi Jess at a cone ession late of 11s 9/8/- per maund, the balance being paid 
to the let ill dcalcis 1>\ Government 

(b; x\o 

(o) Hoes not arise 

Cl Mhtl \ lit ISllKY BOARD Ol EDI t UlON 
283 *Slin Sri Prakasa (a) Will the Education Sccietaiy be pleased to state 
the number ot time-, the meetings ot the Ciuti il Vdtisoit fioaid ot lidue itiou 
are held on m itti ige pei m u ' 

(b) When weie the meetings ot the Cintial VcIvimiiv Uoud ol 1 duealion 
last held/ 

(c) Did not the dates clash with the opium; ot thv, pic-ent session ol tho 

Assembly / 

* (d) Weie the minibus ot tills \ss L mhl\, who wm namlius ol (he Ho ml 

also, unable to ittoid it bee iuse ot this e 1 ish ’ 

(e) Will the Heputment in future, so utingc these meetings if held outside 
Delhi, that they do not coincide with the dates ot the \ssemb!\ 1 
Dr John Sargent (a) One 
(!>) On the 24th, 25th and 26th Jmuuj, 1940 
( e) Yes 

(el) No With the dissolution of the pievious Assembly, the lepiesenta- 
nve>s of thrt body eeised to he members of the Central Advisoiy Board of 
li/ducition The two gentlemen m question were howuei invited by the 
Chi nman to attend the meeting is uhsciveiH 

(e) Yes, this is usually done On the lubi occasion die dates weie fixed 
so as to oint the convenience of the Mtsore Government whose* guests the 
Boaid were At the time, it was hoped that they would not clash with the 
dates of the Budget Session of this Assembly When the dates of this 
\ss< mbly Session were announced the question of changing the dates of the 
meetings of the Board was carefully considered but it was not found practicable 

Establishment of Consular and Commercial Ackncifn 

284 *Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Will the Honouiable the ( omniereo 
Membei p’ease state 

(i) the foreign countries which have consul u or coiiiineulal igencies in 
India of am kind, 

(b) whether in those countries India is represented officially by any consulai 
or trade or commercial representatives md 

(c) whether Government is considering the question of establishing such 
agencies in all countries which ire repiesentpd m India and m other countries 
ilso where it mn he possible to do / 

The Honourable Dr Sir M. Azixul Huquet (a) and (b) A statement showing 
the foreign countries which have consular or commercial representation in India 
and those m which India is represented officially by consular or trade repre¬ 
sentatives is placed on the table 

<c) The reply is m the affirmative 
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Phimission to Lady Tilak 10 return from Burma 

Sri R, Venkatasubba Reddiar: Will the Secretary for Commonwealth Rela¬ 
tions be pleased to starte 

(a) if the attention of the Government has been drawn to an 

2 Noon artlc j e un d ei the headmg The Black ’ and “White Lists’’ on page 
5 of the Hindustan Times, dated the 11th February 1946, 

(b) if the Government is aware that the lady (Mrs Tilsk) is actually starv¬ 
ing and has none to take care of her in Burma and has no means of maintaining 
herself, and 

(c) if the Government will permit her to come to India and join her husband 
at a very early date? 

Mr R N Banerjee. (a) Yes 

(b) and (c) Our Representative with the Government of Burma has been 
mstiuoted to take up actively with that Government all cases of stranded 
Indians anxious to return to India and to secure necessary facilities for them 
Govrrnment have no information about Mrs Tilak s condition, but agreed on 
the 29th December in reply to a reference from the Military Authorities m 
Burma to her repatriation in a ship due to sail from Rangoon early in January 
Thee have heard nothing further of her case, and are now instructing their 
Representative to contact her, give her such assistance as she may require imme¬ 
diately and take action to expedite her return to India 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar' May we know what has happened to 
the ship? 

Mr R N Banerjee I have no information 

Shri Sn Prakasa Will Government please state the special circumstances 
in which Mr Tilak was brought from Burma to India? 

Mr R N Banerjee I require notice of that question 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May we know if the steamer sailed 
from any of the ports of Burma? 

Mr S N Banerjee I have no further information 

Shri Sn Prakasa' Will Government take proper steps to see that Mrs Tilak 
and her baby are provided for till a ship sails? 

Mr R N Banerjee. I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply 
to parts (b) and (c) of the question 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May we know if any allowance is being 

given to her and her child? 

Mr R N Banerjee' I have no information 


DECLARATION DIRECTING CERTAIN BUDGET HEADS OF EXPENDI¬ 
TURE OPE* TO DISCUSSION BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Mr President: I have to inform Honourable Members that His Exoellency 
the Governor General has passed an Order under sub-section (8) of section 
67A of the Government of India Act as set out m the Ninth Schedule to the 
Government of India Act, 1935, directing that the heads of expenditure speci¬ 
fied i i that sub section other than those specified m clause (v) thereof, will 
be open to discussion by the Legislative Assembly when the Budget for the 
year 1946 47 is under consideration 
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APPOINTMENT OF THE HONOURABLE S1K EDWARD BENTHALL TO 
PERFORM FUNCTIONS OF THE FINANCE MEMBER AT RAIL WAX' 
BUDGET GENERAL DISCUSSION 

Mr President: I have also to intorm Honourable Members that His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor General has, under rule 2 of the Indian Legislative Rules, 
been pleased to appoint the Honourable Sir Edward Benthall to perform the 
functions assigned to the Finance Member under rule 46 of the sand Rules on 
the occasion of the general discussion appointed for Wednesday, the 20th 
February, 194b, of the statement of the estimated annual expenditure and 
revenue of the Governor General in Council in respect of Railways 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR 
COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 

Mr. President I have also to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon on 
Monday, the 11th February, 1946, the time fixed for receiving nominations 
for the Standing Committee for the Department of Commerce, eleven nomina¬ 
tions were nceived Subsequently one Member withdrew his candidature Ab 
the number of remaining candidates is equal to the number of vacancies, I 
decline the following Members to be duly elected to the Committee for thi 
unexpired portion of the current financial year and the financial year 1946-47 
(1) Mr E L C Gwilt, (2) Mr Sukhdev Udhowdas, (3) Mr Ananda Mohan 
Poddar, (4) Mr Krishna Chandra Sharma, (5) Mr Rohim Kumar Chaudhuri, 
(6) Rai Bahadur D M Bhattacharvya, (7) Captain Sardar Harendra Singh, 
(8) Mr Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jaffer, (9) Mr M J Jamal Moideen Saib, and 
(10) Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR 
INDUSTRIES AND SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT 

Mr President. I have further to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon 
on Monday, the 11th February, 1946, the time fixed for receiving nominations 
for the Standing Committee for the Department of Industries and Supplies, 
eleven nominations were received Subsequently one Member withdrew his 
candidature As the number of remaining candidates is equal to the number 
of vacancies, I declare the following Members to be duly elected to the Com¬ 
mittee for the unexpired portion of the current financial year and the financial 
year 1946-47 (1) Mr A 6 Inskip, (2) Mr T A Ramalingami Chettiar, (3) Mr 
Vadilal Lallubhai, (4) Mr Gauri Shankar Saran Singh, (5) Mr Manu Subedar, 
(6) Rai Bahadur D M Bhattacharyva, (7) Lt -Col Dr J C Chatterjee, (8) 
Kh.ui Bahadur Hafiz M Ghazanfarulla, (9) Mr All Asghar Khan, and (10) 
Shaikh Rafiuddin Ahmad Siddiquee 


Sir Gurunath Bewoor (Secretary, Posts and Air Department) Sir, in the 
course of replies to supplementary questions yesterday, I made a statement 
with regard to the alleged notice of strike given by the All India Union of 
Postmen and Lower Grade Staff I then stated that the Director General had 
rot yet received any such notice That statement was strictly correct at the 
time I made it, but I subsequently came to learn that at 12-30 P M , the 
Director General had received bv post a communication from Bombay, dated 
the 12th February—a communication purporting to be a notice of strike under 
Rule 81A of the Defence of India Rules and under section 15 of the Trade 
( 1007 ) 
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[Sir Gurunath Bowoor | 

Disjutes Act I am taking the earliest opportunity of removing any wrong 
impression that may have been created m thig House that no notice had been 
received We are taking the necessary action in that connection, but I think 
it m\ duty to irform the House of the facts of the case 

Srljut Dhirendra Kanta Lahlri Choudhury (Bengal Landholders) I just 
want to know if the strike notice, which was received by the director General 
was fiom the All India Postal and RMS and Telegraph Union or from the 
Bon b i\ branch 01 what The Honourable Member has not informed us of 
that fact 

Sn Gurunath Bewoor The notice is sent by the General Secretary, and 
purnorts to be from the All India Postmen and Lower grade Staff Union 
Bombay is its headquarters but it is in an all-India union 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO ALL INDIA COUNCIL FOR TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION 

J>r John Sargent (Secretary, Education Department) Sir, I beg to move 

'That the Members of this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as may be 
sppioved b ' the Honourable the President two persons from among their own number to 
he members of the All India Council for Technical Education constituted by the Govern 
ment of India ” 

Perhaps since this is a new body on which this House has not previously been 
asked to appoint any representatives, you will allow me to say a word or two in 
exp'Tintion of u- aims uid objects 

This Counnl has been constituted by the Government of India at the end 
of List year m \ie\v of the recommendation contained in the plan prepared by 
the Central Adyison Boird of Education for Post War Development in educa¬ 
tion. that there ought to be an All Tndia body capable of surveying the need* 
of the country ns a whole for advanced technical education and for advising 
the Centril Govern ment ind Provincial Governments, universities and other 
bodies responsible for this branch of education as to the best way of satisfying 
those needs The Council has not yet met, but we hope it will meet in the 
very near future In fact it would have met heforp now, but we have had to 
wait for the appointment of representatives of this House upon it I should 
he delighted to give any further information about the constitution of the 
Council What of course the eouneil will ne able to achieve is all in the future 
at the moment 


Hr President: Motion moved 

“That the Member* pf this Assembly do nrocced to plect in such mannei as ina\ be 
approved h the Honourable the President two persons from among their own numbei to 
l>e rum >er* of the AUTndn found! for Technical Education constituted b\ the CVi\ern 
-rent of Tndn ” 

Mr President To this motion there is one amendment bv two differt nl 
Members Mr Sinha and Pi of Rnnga T am afraid the amendment will not 
be in order for the simple reason that this is not a committee of the House, hut 
o, committee which as the Honourable the Education Secretary has stated just 
now constituted bv the Government of India and the constitution of the com 
rnittee is prescribed bv some notification of the Government of India; further 
th" committee tonsisls of various representatives from other bodies So long as 
this Hou'se ° n nnd 6 " nhhl ,f ° n <5tand tl,e nn,nber of rc P res entatives from 

Prof N a Ranga (Guntur r im Nellore Non Muhammadan Rural! Sir 1 
submit ’ 

Mr President The Honourable Member will first phase tr V to understand 
the point which T am placing before the House and then I mi prepared to hear 
him sin Ml .thil Memhe, op the subject But I do not think the point need 
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take long at all The long and short of it is that, the committee is constituted 
by an independent authority, and on that committee, representation is given to 
this House to the extent o* two Members Therefoie the only thing that this 
House can do at this stage, will be to elect two representatives as provided foi 
by the constitution of that committee Tf they want a change m the constitute v 
of the committee, then that constitution will have to be altered and the prope 
procedure will be a motion for a recommendation to the Government of Tndu t<> 
change the constitution of the committee That is how, I believe, the position 
stands Therefore, the amendment to increase the membership from two to 
five will not be in order That is whit I feel but with a view to enable Mem¬ 
bers to have their say on this subject, f do not declare it just now as being out 
of ordei Is that the position’ 

Dr John Sargent. Sir I am afraid as u very voung member of this Honour¬ 
able Houso I cannot speak with tnv authority on procedure, but the difficult 
which you have stated is correct 

Mr President What I want to know from the Honourable Member is 
wnether this committee is constituted by the Government of India 
Dr jonn Sargent Yes, Sir 

Mr President and whether it is constituted by a separate notifica¬ 

tion Will he please read the notification or tell the House the constitution 
of the committee? 

Dr John Sargent T do not think I nied re id out the whole of the notifica¬ 
tion In tin nol'fu ition it o -i iud rh it tin < mint ll will contain two Membus 
of the Legislative Assemblv tinted In the Ltgixlitive Assembly’ T may sjv 
that I should be glad il tlu diffuultv cm be got ovei .is we aie most anxious to 
enlist the lnteust of tins Houst in education If there had been no technical 
difficulty, I would hive gladly accepted the amendment 

Mr President It is not tlu question of willingness oi otheiwise of the 
Government it is a qiu stion <>! procedure 

Mr M Asaf Ah fOelln Genual) I un veiv glad, Su, that you h ivt 
cliuihed the position as fai as join inti rpiet ition of the constitution is concerned 
But it appears that mv Hqpour ihh fnend Hi John Sargent, who represents 
the Fdiuntion Depailment m this House is not unwilling to consider the recom¬ 
mendation of this House and even if time were any technical difficulty m die 
way, the amendment, which is now proposed, should be considered in order that 
it may have the iffect of m iking v i eeommondation to the appropriate authority 
to reconsider the situation and change the rules if necessary After all it 19 but 
only proper that when v proposition comes before this House, this House 
should express its wishes m whatever mannei it feels it should If your inter 
pretation is correct Sir, we may not be in a position immediately to add two 
or three more members to the constitution of the committee, hut it will remain 
on record and if it remains on record it is quite possible that within a short time 
we may find that the authorities concerned have reconsidered the position and 
the whole situation has changed, and to that extent I feel that the amendment 
which has been projiosed should not be rulel out of order 

Mr. President: I am afraid I am not able to agree with the Honourable the 
Deputy Leader, that the amendment should be permitted The House will get 
an opportunity of expressing its views when the- motion is being discussed, but 
there is a shorter procedure to attain the objective As the Honourable the 
Education Secretary has expressed his willingness to have five members the 
present motion, as also the next motion, may stand over for the time being, the 
notification mav be revised m the meanwhile, and then the motion may come 
m and the amendment permitted That will be the best course, I think 
Or. John Sargent: I welcome that suggestion, Sir 

^ PlWIdWlt: Then consideration of the motion which has been moved is 
postponed. The next motion will be moved later on and not now 



FACTORIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 
Ml b 0 Joshi (Government of Tndia Nominated Official) Sir, J move 
for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Factories Act, 1934 
Mr. President The question is 

‘That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the hactories Act, 1954 ” 

The motion was adopted 

Mr S 0 Joshi Sir, T introduce the Bill 


TRANSFER OF PROPERTY AND SUCCESSION (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy (Law Member) Sir, T move 
[hit the Bill furthei to amend the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, the Hindu Du 
posit on of Pioperty \ct, 1916, and the Indian Succession Act, 1926, be taken into conii- 
deration 

Honourable Memhcib h-ivt, I believe, lead the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons which sets out briefly the case for the Bill Section 113 of the Indian 
Succession Act provides tli it where a bequest is made to a person not in exist¬ 
ence at the time of the testator s death, subject to i nnor bequest contained in 
thi will, the latei biquest shall bt void unless it comprises the whole of the 
remaining inteiest of the testatoi in the thing bequeithed 

In relation to transfeis, i similar provision is contained in Section 13 of the 
Transfer of Property Act, 1882 Before the decision of the Privy Council m 
Sophei v The Administrator General of Bengal, to which lefercnce has been 
made m the Statement of Objects and Reasons section 13 of the Transfer of 
Property Act and section 1J3 of the Indian Succession Act were construed by the 
legal profession in Tndia, particularly in the Presidency towns, to mean that an 
mtiicst crested m favour of an unborn person must, at the date it rests in 
such unborn ptison, be the whole remaining interest of the settlor or the testator 
According to this construction, tiusts were created and wills made giving a life 
estate to a child in existence and on the death of such child giving the corpus 
of the estate to the childien of such child who at the date of the settlement or 
the death of the testator may he nnbom and who may survive the life tenant 
The judgment of the Pnvv Council in Sopher’s case was passed on the 6th 
March 1944 and the Priv\ Council hid down thal if under a bequest in the 
circumstances mentioned m Section 113 of the Tndmn Succession Act there is 
a possibility of the interest given to a beneficiary being defeated either by a con¬ 
tingency or by a clause of d« feasance, the beneficiary under the later bequest 
does not receive the mti lest bequeathed in the same unfettered form as that 
m which the testatoi held it ind the bequest to him does not therefore comprise 
the whole of the remaining interest of the testator in the thing bequeathed 

I need not trouble the House with the faets of that particular case in detail 
But T will read a portion fiom the head note of the case reported m 71 Indian 
Appeals at page 93 

\cu idingly, where on the construction of a will, bequests of income of the residuary 
estite to unborn giandthildien of the testator during his widow’s lifetime were contingent 
on thpir Miivivim, their fattnrs, to whom prior bequests of the inrome had been made and 
subsequent bequests to the unborn grandchildren after the widow’s death of the corpus of 
thi lesiduify estate were subject to the double contingency of their attaining the nee of 
eighteen years ind of also surviving their fathers the bequests to the unborn gramJchUdien 
wci, void under section 113 of the Indian Succession Act since they did not comprise all 
the interest of the testitor in the thing bequeathed” 

Honourable Members will note that the Privy Coupcil were giving an inter¬ 
pretation or meaning to the words "the whole of the remaining interests of the 
testator m the thing bequeathed" After the Privy Council judgment, the 
Bombay High Court has had occasion to consider Section 113 of the Indian 
Succession Act and Section 13 of the Transfer of Property Act and the Bombay 
High Court has construed the decision of the Privy Council m a manner winch 
makes creation of trusts in favour of unborn persons almost impossible The 
( 1010 ) 



TRANSFER OF PROPERTY AND SUCCESSION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1011 

High Court of Bombay has expressed the opinion that even a power of revocation, 
which is a common provision in deeds and trusts or a provision made for the 
management of the interest of the unborn persons after their birth and during 
their minority, had the effect of derogating from the entirety of the remaining 
interest which is required by these sections to vest in the unborn person and of 
making the trust void 

Sir, the decision of the Pnvy Council and the Decision of the Bombay High 
Court have had the effect of unsettling titles to properties of large value in a 
great number of cases v 

I may remind the Honourable Members of this House that the object of 
Sections 13 and 14 of the Transfer of Property Act and Sections 113 and 114 of 
the Indian Succession Act is to prevent an estate being tied up for a length of 
time which is considered by the Legislatuie to be against public policy The 
rule against perpetuity contained in Section 14 of the Transfer of Property Act 
and 114 of the Indian Succession Act is one of the provisions designed to attain 
that object The rule about giving an estate to unborn persons which does not 
comprise the whole remaining interest of the Settlor or testator therein is another 
limitation Sir, the rule contained in Section 18 of the Transfer of Property 
Act and Section 113 of the Indian Succession Act is somewhat analogous to the 
English common 1 iw rule laid down m the case of Whitby v Mitchell to which 
reference has been made in the Statement of Objects and Reasons That rule 
of th° English common law has now been abolished by Section 161 of the Law 
of Property Act 1925 The onlv limitation now existing in English law is the 
rule against perpetuity which is analogous to the provisions of Section 14 of the 
Transfer of Property Act and Section 114 of the Indian Succession Act 

Sir, in the present state of Indian society, I think Honourable Members will 
agree that it is not necessary to continue to fetter the Indian settlor's or testa¬ 
tor's right of disposition in a manner beyond that affected by the rule against 
perpetuity Moreover, Sir, as I pointed out, having regard to the interpretation 
now given to the words “the whole of the remaining interest” found m this 
section by the Pnvy Council and the Bombay High Court, Section 18 of the 
Transfer of Property Act and Section 113 of the Indian Succession Act have 
become almost unworkable and the retention of these two sections on the 
Indian Statute Book is likely to give rise to a large volume of litigation I 
understand there is a large volume of litigation now pending in the Bombay 
Courts 

The necessity for this Bill was first pressed on the Government of India by 
the Incorporated Law Society of Bombay The views of Provincial Govern¬ 
ments, High Courts and important legal bodies were accordingly invited on the 
proposal and the replies received show that a large majority of the authorities 
consulted are in favour of tho proposal Honourable Members will have noticed 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Division Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) On a point of information, will the Honourable Member please state 
whether such information received by the Government have been circulated to 
Members of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Aaoka Roy* No 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal- Why not Sir’ 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy that care has been taken to 

safeguard any interest acquired by any person for valuable consideration before 
the commencement of this Act I find Sir, on the paper a notice of an amend 
ment tabled by Sir George Spence He has suggested the addition of certain 
words in Clause 5 of the Bill which are intended to make the position clear with 
regard to the decree I shall be prepared to accept that amendment when it 
is moved 

Clause 8 of the Bill relating to the Hindu Disposition of Property Act, 1916 
is merely consequential on the omission of Section 118 of the Indian Succession 

Aot 1985, 
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I desire only to add that this Rill does not affect the Muslim community in 
any way inasmuch as the provisions which are now sought to be repealed never 
applied to members of that community . 

Sir, I find a numbei of amendments tabled and I notice that Mr 
Ananthasayanam Ayyangui lias an amendment to the effect that the Bill 
should be referred to a Select Committee 

Well, Sir, if there is «n\ general feeling amongst members of the House that 
this Bill should bo referred to a Select Committee, I shall be prepared to accept 
the motion for reference to Select Committee Sir, I move 

Mr President Motion moved 

‘ riivt tlie Pill further to amend the Tiansfer of Property Act, 1882, the Hindu Dis 
position of Property \ct 1916, and the Indian Succession Act 1625, b» taken into consi¬ 
deration ’ 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) Sir, T beg to move 

That the Bill be referred to a Selcot Committee consisting of 

Mr Sas&nka Sekhar Sanyal Sir, on a point of order What about the 
motion for circulation 9 

Mr President Let them all he moved and then I shall put them to vote 
There arc two motions 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar I do not press my motion for circulation, 
Sir 

Sir, I beg to move 

‘ That the Bill be tefeired to a Select Committee consisting of Mr \fanu Subedar, 
Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, Shn Sn Prakasa, Sir Mohammad Yaimn Khan Syed Ghulam 
Bhik Nai rang Sir towasjee Jehangir and the Movei with instructions to report bv Friday, 
the 15th March, 1946, and that the number of membera whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute i meeting of the Committee shall be five ” 

Mr President Motion moved 

‘ That the Bill be refeired to a Select Committee oonsisting of Mi Manu Subedar, 
Mr Sasanka Sckhai Sanyal, Shri Sri Prakasa Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan, Syed Ghulam 
Bhik Nairang, Su Cowasjee Jehangir, and the Mover, with instructions to report by Friday, 
the 15th March, 1946 and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessaiy to 
constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five ” 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal I do not want to move my motion 

Sri M AnanthaSayanam Ayyangar Therefore it is clear that I ought not to 
make a long speech Sir, Sections 13 and 14 of the Transfer of Property Act 
have been intended as a safeguard against tieing up of property m perpetuity. 
Section 14 refers to a point of time and Section 13 refers to the extent of pro¬ 
perty that is bequeathed beyond the present life, if it is to be extended to an 
unborn person Section 13 Jays down that the entire property shall vest in the 
unborn person, that it ought not to be carried over That is sought to be 
abrogated by this Bill Section 13 has been there m the present Act since >ts 
inception in 1882 Ever since it has been working quite well Recently it is 
true that in view of the decision of Their Lordships of the Privy Council some 
learned Judges of Bombay have doubted the validity of certain transactions 
which have been carried out in the Presidency of Bombay Therefore it had 
necessitated the framing of this Bill But the remedy is too drastic To meet 
the requirements to get over the difficulties suggested by Their Lordships of 
the Privy Council, that in case of a trust involving an unborn person with a 
carry over, if that person who is expected to come into existence is not horn, 
that property might vest In the settlor’s children That has been found to be 
contrary to the provisions of Section 18, No doubt it works great hardship 
One cannot he sure that the child who is unborn, for whose benefit a settlement 
id expected to take effect, that child might or might not be bom, in which case 
there is further provision that that property should be made over to the Settlor’s 
children That is in conflict with Section 13 as it stands Tt works a great 
hardship The property might go to some other persons who are not contem¬ 
plated by the settlor at that time That defect has to he remedied 1 agree 
with the Honourable the Law Member that there is a difficulty and tfteMfdtt 
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tho necessity of invoking tin aid of ih< leg'dutiue There is no diffeionce 
between hint and me und iny view is lemfoiced bv the views of the Madras 
Government and the Madras High Court that the whole section need not be 
deleted but suitable amendments mvy be made to Section Id and the correspond¬ 
ing Section 113 m the Indian Succession Act That is ,vhy I hive tabled this 
amendment It is unfoituu ilt thir the Honourable the Law Munbei and his 
Secretary did not think it piopti to emulate the opinions that have been gathered 
to the Members of the IToum It would hn\e placed us in a better position to 
deal with this mattei Anvhow if the motion to refer the Bill to a Select 
Committee is c irned \u will sit ec-nss the table and try without the elimination 
of Section Id to so modify as to remove the dithfultus that have been found or 
have been expose d b\ the dictum of Tin ir Loulslups in the Privy Council Case 
That is all that 1 have to submit with lefeioncc to this motion foi leference to 
Select Committee 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal !su l piopose to support the amendment of 
my friend Mr Av\ mgar In doing -o, l invite the attention ot the House 
t( particular questions that mtuiul'v irise I feel that t’ue Honouiable the 
Law Member will igite that there is just a little difference between the 
principles of perpetuity and the principles ot remoteness of litigation This 
difference, it seems to me, has been lost sight of, when this unendment was 
drafted with the decision ot Their Loidships of the Privy Council m view 
There is also a lot of difference between a bequest m the meaning of the 
Indian Sues cssion Act mil u ttansfei within the mediung of the Transfer of 
Piopertv Act for icrtam purposes and the Cdse which wds elecided arose out 

it the provisions of ti bequest These things have got to be compared and • 

adjusted foi the purpose if moduwng the 1 iw according to oui piesent needs 

and in order to avoid tin c omp'ie it mi's which te cording to the Law Member, 

have arisen There an no two opinions that the decision of Their Lordships 
of the Trivt Council m the Sophei s < ise w is iiioie or less a decision which 
was very hard and which ldvusclv affected the verv normal provisions which 
jre made by p-uents to (ben ihildicn Hut tint is fu different from saying 
that that case deeded anvthiiij. wine h w is unusual oi unexpected For 
example even if you look at the st.itutoiv illustration of Section 113 of the 
Indian Succession Act^it is clear that Their Lordships onlv mathematical'y 
applied the decisions which were contempl ited bv the statutory illustration of 
Section 113 of the Indian Succession Act 

The Honourable Sir Aaoka Roy T have nevei questioned the correctness 
cl tho decision of tilt Pnvv t’ouiu il The decision arrived at was a correct 
decision 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar My Honouiable friend only wants to 
my that this is not a new interpretation It is as old as the Act itself and 
therefoie moie than sixtv veais after 1882 them is no hurry for this If at 
id 1 it must have been done earlier 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal. I am very sorry I made myself misunderstood 
by my Honourable friend I sav that this decision has not upset anything 
which was previously not in the contemplation of the law It is one thing 
to say that a situation has arisen necessitating n ediange of the law and it is 
another thing to say that a particular decision has created an unexpected 
situation which requires the intervention of the legislature As a matter of 
fad I may even go further than my Honourable friend on the Treasury 
Benches So lorg as legal questions arising In our country have their last 
decisions from Their Lordships of the Privy Counoil, there are bound to be 
decisions which will cut across the ordinary conception of our societies and 
families But that is a matter which cannot be remedied in this way There 
'Wfl be decisions which will go counter to our expectations, and the only solu- 
tion for Such an anomaly would lie m our getting these cases ultimately 
Wfad by Indian judges on Indian soil But that is an entirely different matter 
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This raises the larger question as to whethei we should have our cases tied 
to the chariot wheels of the Privy Council and whether we should have 
greater recourse to enlarge our powers ind position here or leave the final 
decision in their hands, but that is an entirely different matter 

What I was submitting is that there was nothing unexpected in this 
decision The law was theie and it the law is to be modified by a process 
of summary amputation, the funds might look for the time being settled and 
so on, but then other complications will arise For example, as I was say- 
mg, there was a difference between a bequest and a transfer Bequest has 
always a scheme of contingencies and therefore latitude is necessarily called 
for there, in the matter of a scheme which deals with contingencies—contin¬ 
gencies of the first degiee, contingencies ot the second degree and so on and 
so forth But so far as transfei is concerned, contingencies are not a normal 
contemplation of the Transfer of Property Act these are only transitional 
cases The leal conception is immediate vesting and divesting of property 
and proprietary rights and interests, and that makes a lot of difference 
between section 13 and section 113 and section 14 and section 114 of the two 
respective Acts 

Mr President’ How will the Honourable Membei treat the isse of trusts? 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal Here again 1 submit on the fact of it, the 
appearances are similar, but then I will just answer the question which was 
raised bj the Chair by one conciete eximple 

Mr President I may make it clear I do not want to test the position of 
•the Honourable Member I want to be cleai myself 

Mr Sasanka Seknar Sanyal. 1 just give one example Here so far as 
section Id is concerned, if this section is dropped as proposed, certainly 
transfers which are made on the basis of trusts in favour of children would 
be protected from the onslaught of such decisions But do you not agree 
that other and undesirable complications are also hkely to appear’ If you 
look at the matter purely from the point of view of trusts created for children, 
trusts created for families and so on, we oppose the matter from one point of 
view, but at the same tune 

Mr President May I say what is passing in my mind ? What are cases of 
transfer inter vivos, which the Honourable Member has in view apart from 
cases of trusts or settlements’ 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal Gifts and similar transfers which may be 
tied on for an indefinite length of time—if there is no absolute transfer in 
contemplation m the prebent context of things, what will be the position’ 
The position will be that m favour of strangers and strangers or in favour of 
relations, and then stiangeis in favour of strangers and unknown persons of 
all descriptions may be brought into the scene and the estate may be kept 
fettered and tied for an indefinite length of time for purposes which may be 
holy or unholy, and that is a state of things which is neither scientific nor 
desirable and the Indian conditions, apart from those cases which are merely 
provisions for families and relations, will also never favour the idea of keeping 
estates tied to the wheels of uncertain contingencies 

Aa Honourable Member There is another section ol the Act 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal. Yes, there aie other sections but that also 
makes our position stronger That is why we want to say that instead of 
summarily removing sections from the law only with a view to avoiding situa¬ 
tions which have arisen out of a particular decision, it is necessary that we 
sit down and compare the mtei-relations of the different sections in the one 
Act with those of the other Act, bo that we may arrive at a combined deci¬ 
sion in our wisdom which will enable us to so modify the existing section 
as to answer both the requirements which are raised by the particular deci¬ 
sion and the requirements which were in the scheme of the Act when the Aot 
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was actually drafted After all this law is there for a long time, it has 
answered certain needs and beioie we summarily dispense with the existence 
of these legislative provisions which have been there for a long time, we must 
apply our combined wisdom to the matter, so that we can forge out provi¬ 
sions which wi'l serve the needs which they have been serving all this time 
and at the same time which will protect certain interests which have been 
thieatened by the decisions Therefore I think a strong case has been made 
out iui reference to the Select Committee 

Sri T V Satakopachari (Tanjoie cum Tnchinopoly Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Sir, I support the motion foi teference to the Select Committee 

Mr, President: In view of what has fallen from the Honourable the Law 
Member, if there is a desire foi reference to Select Committee, the Honour¬ 
able Member is agreeable to it 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy Yes if the House asks for a Select Com¬ 
mittee I sha 1 agree to it 

Mr President: Unlebs the Honourable Member, Mr Satakopachari, wants 
to make any new suggestions, the matter has been perhaps sufficiently placed 
before the House’ 

Mr M Asaf All (I)elhi General) May I just say a word' It is quite true 
tlni the Honourable the Law Member has agreed to Select Committee, but it 
is quite possible that Members of the House may have certain views on the 
subject whidi should be consideied bv the Select Committee 

Mr President That is what I was going to say—in fact I said so m the 
first sentence—if Honourable Members have to say something bv wav of, 
suggestions to hr made, but I ini lfiaid the paiticular matter for the Select 
Coi umtt c is of such i technical character and so wide that it would be 
very difficult 

Sjt N V Gadgil (Bombay Central Division Non Muhammadan Rural) 

If there is anv enterprising Member to do that, he may be allowed 

Dr G V Deshmukh (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) Would 
he explain less technical matters 1 

Mr. President’ I believe the Select Committee would be better able to 
discuss the backgiourtd of the proposed legislation and the lesults of their 
discussion will, of course, be discussed later But I must personally admit 
that, on the whole, I felt ceitain difficulties not only in the sections but also 
in the amendments which are tub’ed both by the Government as also by the 
Honourable Member Mr Sanyal, but that is a different matter I do not 
propose to put my views here on the question In any case, if it is desired 
that the mattei ho thrashed out more fully m the Select Committee, that is 
the better course, as the Honourable Member himself has accepted the sug¬ 
gestion Of course if any othei Member has to suggest any particular views 
that is a different matter 

Mr. P J Griffiths (Assam European) Mr President, 1 know nothing at 
all about this particular Bill, but I would suggest as a matter of general 
principle that there ought to be some kind of general discussion in this House 
before referem c to Select Committee for the guidance of that Committee when 
it sits 

Mr President That general discussion has already taken place any 
general point of view that could be urged has already been urged by both the 
Members, Mr Ajyangar and Mr Sanyal 

Mr P. J. Griffiths. But nobody has yet made any remarks to enable an 
unintelligent Member like myself to understand what the Bill is about 

Mr M. Asaf All: I am sorry I have to protest against the precedent you 
are creating We must leave the House free to discuss these matters 
threadbare, even if the question is going to be referred to Select Committee, 
and the House feels that it must give guidance to the Select Committee 
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every Member must lmve the right to speak, we cannot luitul debates like 
111 it It is not possible 

Mr President 1 can assuie the Honouiable Member that thete is not the 
least Uesiie to i urtail the deb ite in the least Jiul vvh it 1 have been able 
to tmd trom the two speeches is tint thcic is „oing to be a lepetition if the 
same tlnug (la Honourable Mitnboi Not uecessuilv ) riieoretiealh, 
not necessaiilj but 11 we go lot e’canip'e into tht question ol the doctrine 
of perpetuity, the lemoteness of limitation—section 114 of the Succession Act 
and section 11 ol the 'li insfei of J’lopem Vet md ill lint—I mi afraid it 
mil he a techn’eal discussion ind l do not see mv tmther contulmtion 
likely All tin s i nu, if mi Mcmher fi els that he cm contnbute something 

to tilt debate, I line no < 1 ]e< tion to Ills suing such tiling 1 do not wuit 
to ecntail ui\ thing oulv it the H mst 'ikes, the question may be out not 
ottiiia su Bu* e\eiv Membi < is entitle 1 to spe ik md mike sugge&t'ons 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Koy l'o> my pail, 1 su 1 In" >o desire to 
i uitill .my speeches 

Mr President Noi line I 

Sir OOwasjee Jehangir (Nominated Non-Ofhcial) May i just say a few 

words ’ Not being a practising lawyer, 1 would like to put mv pomu ot view in 
ordniniy language which may be mtcl'igible to ITonoutable Mtmbers who are 
like myse f lumen (la Honoutnbh Utnibti c)i i litigant s jinint ot view ) 
Certainly from the po nt ol \ u a of one tint mi, he aflei ted by such legislation 

Mr M Asaf All Mi Satakopachan got up to speak to this .notion when this 
discussion ensued He has got the pnoi tight to speak as la aught your eve 
hut you shut him out 

Mr President 1 mi alrunl it will not be a conect description of my atti¬ 
tude to suggest that I shut Inin oul I nude a suggestion to him and it was 
for him to accept it oi not He accepted the suggestion 

Sn T V Satakopachan I took it also in thut hght—that you suggested 
that the Bill might be lcfericd to a Select Committee f was inclined to that 
view myself and I wanted only to press that the Mill might be referred to 
a Select Committee 

I am afraid the subject is too technical now to enter'into it at this stagt 
I feel the proper stage for a detailed discussion of it wil> mine after the Select 
Committee has consideied the Bill and reported on it and given their views, 
and they are before the Hous» 

What I wanted to suggest was one othei aspect of the question which I 
thought might be biought before the House and which 1 thought was not 
touched upon by the two previous speakers. I should like to place this aspect 
before the Select Committee, because the total omission of the section will be 
harmful to the future progress of the society, espeeial'y the Hindu section of 
our country I put it in this wav As my Honourable friend Mr Sanyal 
pointed out, there are two wavs of limitation prescribed by junspiudence over 
transfer of pioperlv, whetlui inter vivos or by testameutary disposition IL* 
two ways of limitation are these Firstly, a bar against perpetually tying up 
properties There is, of course, the question of Trusts to which you referred 
but that is completely dealt with by the Trusts Act There are specific provi¬ 
sions guiding the creation of a trust, the administration of a trust and how a 
trust ought to be viewed under law, so that it forms a separate section of law 
a’together That is safely provided for but ordinary dispositions of property 
m which property is tried to he put off from social usages—that has to be 
prevented by law by a bar against perpetuity Both these notions are incor¬ 
porations from the English law Anyway, there are rIro indications m Hie 
Hindu Law against these creations of perpetuities, as you will find in the 
famous case of Tagore versus Tagore The second limitation is a partial limita¬ 
tion upon the disposition of property whether by inter vivas or hv testamentary 
disposition, ag t stated already, by imposing some limitation saying that • 
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property shall not be tied up altogether from the use of society by your trying 
to make out a puiticulur way of succession or inode of alienation or by just 
putting it off m a side channel for some time to come for your own benefit or 
the benefit of a section of society The whole society should be capable of 
using the property it is in the light of these views of jurisprudence that these 
laws have been flamed Sections fd and 14 provide for these perpetuities 
Omission of section 13 altogether would have certam repercussions on the other 
portions of 'aw and on society in general, which I thought we should avoid 
So, I thought the complete omission of the section might not be so very good 
•and it lequires much iurther consideration by persons informed on the subject 
and J thought also th.it the i gills (< pi puiv w 1 n d ,1 nlxd m tu s w ly that 
there will be a tendency amongst the people to tie up property, with the result 
that there will be a retrogression of society 1 thought the entire omission 
might not altogether be good at this stage I do not think we may be able 
now to suggest any particular phrase which may be tacked on to the existing 
section 13 or any particular method by which certain omissions of clauses might 
be useful In order to achieve the objects of my Honourable friend the Law 
Member m view of Sopher's case to which he has referred, and also to suggest 
-any other addition which might be useful in that way, it is better to refer the 
Bill to a Select Committee I do not think 1 have studied the subject to that 
■extent at this stage So I now merely support the motion for referring the Bill 
to the Select Committee because I think the Bill needs much deeper considera¬ 
tion 

Dr G V Deshmukh May I know what infer vivos means > 

Mr. President It was never my intention to stifle discussion on this 

motion at all I really feel even now that so far as the examination of the* 

legal aspect of the cases and the judicial interpretation of them are concerned, 
even if lawyers were to argue they will argue for days together Instead of 

doing that and then compelling fnends like Dr Deshmukh to ask what infer 

vivos means, I thought that the Bill might be referred to a Select Com¬ 
mittee now, so that when the Bill oomes back, the House might be in a 

better position to deal with it It was not my intention to prevent any 
Member from expressing his views I thought that m the speeches of the 
two Honourable Members who have spoken all the points that 1 could conceive 
•of were dealt with Even Mr Chari’s speech was more or less a paraphrase 
of the points of the olher two Members and there was no new point That is 
why I made the suggestion 1 had no intention of shutting out discussion if 
any Honourab'e Member had anything new to suggest 

Sir Gowaajee Jehangir I was about to begin my speech when you allowed 
another Membci to contim’f hi» p ci \i J i < w s i. just i few words 

as to how this Bill affects the ordmary person and whether a remedy is neces¬ 

sary or not Some Honourable Members seem to feel some doubt whether 
-such a change in the law is required Up to now, as you know, Mr JPreei- 
dent, a man could make a trust for his son or daughter for life and after that 
son or daughter to the th'ldren of such son or daughtei, whether they be bom 
In the lifetime of the settlor or not and those grand children would inherit the 
property absolutely That was the belief for 50 or 60 years and trusts were 
made all over India on those lines Well, Sir, the interpretations of section 
13 of the Transfer of Propertv Act and section 113 of the Indian 
P M Succession Act were as I have tried to explain Suddenly a case 
went up before the Pnvy Council who expressed an obiter dicta 
The Honourable Sir Aaoka Boy No, it was a decision 
Sir Oowasjee Jehangir I shal 1 sav Ihev expressed an opinion 
The Honourable Sir Asoka Boy The obiter dicta was of the Bombay High 
■Court 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir 1 Let us not quarrel about words The case went up 
to the Privy Council and the expression of opinion hv the Privv Counnl 
showed that in Tndia such trusts were invalid That if n man made a trust 
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for his son for life, after his son absolutely to his grand children, but if he 
had no grand children, the trust was for the benefit of his second son, such a 
trust was according to the decision of the Privy Council invalid Trusts had 
been made for the last fifty years, grand children had been in possession, sons 
were in possession for life Grand children might have been born after the 
death of the settlor and may have died Complications arose, such cases went 
to court Now, Sir, the settlor s intentions were completely upset by the 
decision of the Privy Council as upheld by the couits in Bombay Matters 
came to such i pass that monies went into the hands of people most un¬ 
expectedly l am describing it m oidinary language without using a single 
'egil phrase Natuially the Honourable the Law Member was approached 
for amending the Act After giving the mattci due consideration, he suggests 
the omission of these two sections Now, Sir, it is perfectly clear to anybody 
who reads those sections and also who reads the subsequent sections in the 
Act that the law of perpetuity in no waj is affected Neither in this country 
nor in England can you make a trust in perpetuity Now, Sir, there is some 
apprehension on the part of my Honourable friends opposite that if the whole 
of these sections arc deleted, it may in some wav affect the following sections 
and there may be some complication with regard to this law of perpetuity 

Mr President 1 am afraid that is not the point which they weie making 
They are not afraid that the law of perpetuity would be affected That was 
not the point which those Honouiab'e Members were making 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir They wcic trying to argue that in some way or 
iother the present law of peipetuity would be affected because of these two 
sections in the Acts you are deleting—L am not a lawyer 

Mr President That is exactly what 1 was telling the Honourable Member 
that that was not their argument Tile iionouiable Member may accept that 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir When this Bill was introduced, 1 took the piecau- 
tion of taking legal opinion outside my Honourable friend the Law Member 
1 have been assured by some oi the best 'avvyeis in India today that the 
Bill as dratted with the amendment proposed by the Secretary of the Legisla¬ 
tive Department carries out the object in view and will not in any way ahect 
any other law that may be m existence But nevertheless, if theie are some 
appiehensions m this House, then have a Select Committee But I would 
try to impress upon the House the impoitaine of this mnttei because large 
sums of money aie involved and there is a likelihood of people getting ho'd of 
money to which they are not entitled 

Sjt N V. Gadgil Socialism 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir. Well, if my Honourable friend opposite is entitled 
to some of this money, well, perhaps, he might urge this legislation should 
not take place Under the law, I do not know whether he is or he is not 
entitled At any rate, if he is he will benefit without having the right to do 
so Put shortly in that way, surely legislation is necessary to prevent Buch 
a state of affairs Therefore, Sir, the sooner this Bill goes to Se’ect Com¬ 
mittee, the sooner it comes back and is passed into law, the better for a very 
large number of people in this country 

Dr. G. V Deshmukh Sir, I did not want to take any part in this debate, 
but Sir, the position, as I understand it is this When the Bill goes to the 
Select Committee, the general opinion is that we aciept the principle of the 
Bill From the discussions that have been going on, J can sav that there 
are many friends of mine who are as ignorant as I am with regard to the 
object of the Bill or what the Bi'l is It would be taken for granted that we 
have accepted the principle of the Bill I want to put before you, Sir, our 
difficulties We arc expected to vote, and of course, we tannot vote unless 
we understand something about it The Honourable the Law Member’s 
exposition was very learned, but we could not understand it and hence this is 
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the difficulty I want to put tbit difficulty before you If there are any 
other Honourable Members of the House who would explain things in a lay¬ 
man's way, like Sir Cowasjee Jehangir has done, I thmk we would all be very 
thankful and it would prepare us m some sort of way to give a kind of opinion 
whether the liill should go to the Select committee or what is to be done 
about it I must have no doubt about it that it is a very useful Bill On the 

one side they say it will not mterfeie with the law of perpetuity, I hear 
from my Honourable friend Mr Chan that the rule of jurisprudence does not 
tie property You can understand whether it ties up property or not, but we 
laymen are tied up completely with regard to this Bill 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar There is just one point before you put 
the Motion to the House 1 want to add two more names to the Select Com¬ 
mittee By an oversight, I gave the list without including the name of any 
Member from the European Group I never wanted to ignore my Honourable 
friends of the European Group I would request you to permit to add the 
name of Mr T Chapman Mortimer to the list I also request you to add the 
name of my Honourable friend Mr Satakopachari who has taken a lot of 
interest in the matter He has studied it and he will be of immense help to 
the Select Committee 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy I have no objection to include the two 

names 

Mr President I was just going to say with reference to the remarks made 
by Dr Deshmukh that these are unfortunately the limitations in human life, 
and just as other people submit to the Honourable Member’s knife without any 
question about the disease or the manner of operation, he may as well submit^ 
himself to the views of the lawyers m the House 
The question is 

“That the Bill lie referred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr Manu Subedar, 
Mr Sasanka Sekhai San\»], Slin Sri Prakasa, Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan, Syed Ohulam 
Bhik Nairing, Sir Cowasjee Tehangir, Mr T Chapman Mortimer, Mr T V Satakopachari, 
and the Mover, with instructions to report by Friday, the 16th March, 1946, and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Com 
mittce shall be five ” 

The ^notion was adopted 


PROFESSIONS TAX LIMITATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 
Mr President There ire only five minutes left before we have to adjourn 
for Lunch Is it the desire of the House that we should take up the next 
motion or we should adjourn now and take it up after reassembling? 

Sjt N V Gadgil (Bombav Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
Why waste five minutes 


Mr. President: Then we shall take up the next motion in the name of the 
Fmance Secretary, Mr Cook 

Mr. B 0. A Cook (Government of India Nominated Official) Sir, I move 

“That the Bill to amend the Professions Tax Limitation Act, 1941, be taken into const 
deration ” 

This is the first time on which I have had the honour of addressing the House 
but I do not intend to ask for the indulgence of the House for very long The 
amending Bill is simple and the Statement of Objects and Reasons is self- 
explanatory The only point to which I should like to draw the attention of 
Honourable Members is to satisfy them that they are merely being asked to give 
effect to the intentions of the House which were expressed at the time when the 
original Professions Tax Limitation Act was moved The Honourable Member 
who moved the Limitation Bill said in one place 

"There is a difference between the city of Madras and the districts The difference is 
this that in the citv the professions tax applies to individuals and the companies tax to 
companies These taxes are upon a different basis Therefore as far a« this Bill is 
concerned it would not affect the existing tax on companies in the Madras city ” 

In another place in his speech he said 
„ "L w ? uld hke t° make lt dear that the Bill before the House would not affect the 
existing taxes on companies m the Madras city” 
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I think, Sir, that makes it clear as to what the intention of the House was at 
the tune when the Professions Tax Limitation Act was passed Doubts have, 
however been raised as to whether the Madras companies’ tax is in fact exclud¬ 
ed from the operations of the Professions Tax Limitation Act The Madras 
Corporation have taken legal advice and they are advised that it can be held 
that the tax which is levied on companies m the Madras city is affected by our 
Limitation Act This, Sir, as far as the Madras City Corporation is concerned, 
is a serious matter and th< effect on the revenues of the Corporation might be 
considerable The object of the amending Bill therefore, is to make the inten¬ 
tions of this House clear bevond doubt, to save the revenues of the Madras City 
Corporation from considerible loss and to clear up doubts generally T com¬ 
mend the Bill to the brief but sympathetic attention of the House 
Sir, I move 

Mr President The question is 

1 Th-it thp Bill to amend the Professions Tax Limitation Act 1941 be taken into eonsi 
deration ” 

The motion was adopted 
Clause 2 was added to the Bill 
Clause 1 was added to the Bill 
The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill 
Mr BOA Cook Sir, I move 
“That the Bill be passed ” 

Mr President 1 The question is 
“‘That the Bill lie passed ” 

The motion was adopted 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half past Two of the Clock 


The Assenblv re-isocmhled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, Mr 
President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) m the Chair 

PROVIDENT FUNDS (AMENDMENT] BTLL 
Mr BOA Cook (Government of India Nominated Offioial) Sir, I move 
‘That the Bill further to amend the Provident I nnds Art 1925 he taken into ronsidera 

Sir, I am sure that the House will be m full svmpnthv with the objects of 
this Bill The history of it is os follows 

The Madras Government brought to our notice tertain judicial decisions 
which implied that section 5 of the Provident Funds Act conferred on a nominee 
a right transmissible to his heirs As, however, it was never intended to give a 
nominee anything more than a right to receive a subscriber’s deposits if at the 
time of the subscriber's death the nominee were alive and a valid nomination 
existed in his favour and the deposits had not already been paid to the subscriber, 
it was decided that amending legislation was necessary Provincial Governments 
and Chief Commissioners were consulted and asked to give their views and those 
of the institutions to which the Provident Funds Act hod been applied Their 
views were received and showed a practical consensus in favour of amendment 
One point which I should like to make here Sir, is that these provisions do 
not applv solelv to Government servants They apply also to a very large 
number of servants of local Funds, schpols, and other institutions Most of 
th“se emploVees are on fixed salaries and have been having a fairly hard time 
and I think the House will agree that it is undesirable to subject them to any 
form of uncertainty regarding the disposition of their Provident Fund deposits 
Now, Sir, of the two amendments proposed in the first of the amending 
clauses, the first amendment, (a], is intended to secure beyond question that a 
nominee duly nominated according to the rules of the Fund takes precedence 
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over all persons and at the same time to make it clear that his right depends 
on his surviving the subscriber The second amending sub-clause, (b), is conse¬ 
quential on the first, while the additional sub-section (dj which it is proposed 
to add to section 5 of the Act by means of amending olause (2) will make the 
amendments effective for all subsisting nominations without disturbing cases m 
which payment has already been duly made 

Sir, I move 

Mr. President Motion moved 

“That the Bill further to amend the Provident bunds Act, 1026, be taken into conaidern 

Sri M. Ananthaflayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Cbittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Bural) Sir, I expected that my Honourable friend Mr 
Jaffer would be here to move his amendment for circulation to the Sub com¬ 
mittee Seeing that he was not present this morning, I apprehended that he 
may not be present this afternoon, and therefore I along with my Honourable 
friends, Mr Satakopachan and Eeddiar, have given notice of a similar amend¬ 
ment for reference to a Select Committee 

Mr. Preadenf When did the Honourable Member give that notice? 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar I am sure it will be m your hands very 
soon I gave it about 15 to 20 minutes ago 

It is an important measure Within a short time of two or three years 
there have been one amendment after another to this Provident Fund Act 
1 agree with the object of the framers of the Bill that it should be made clear, 
but 1 am afraid the language of the Bill goes far beyond the intended object 
Foi instance, it says that any provident fund that is created to which the man 
subscribes and the employer also contributes is taken away from the writs of 
creditors and insolvency of the contributor Thus it is kept as a fund for use 
by himself and his family after retirement If that is so, the present Bill en¬ 
ables bun to liter the vety structure of the provident fund and cancel the 
nomination that is already made behind the back of the subscriber to the fund 
It is not necessary to bring out or to carry out certain directions which have 
been indicated because of Vert am difficulties in the working of the Act That 
goes far beyond the difficulties that have been pointed out 

I should like to point that a provision which is not there at present ought to 
be made, name y, some special provision should be made in the fund foi wife oi 
children which must eventually go to them It must not be left to the sweet 
will of the contributor to go on changing it from time to time I find that 
lacuna there 

Both passively and actively this Bill, which has been placed before us re¬ 
quired radical modification by way of small amendments here and there I am 
not sure that we will be able to carry out what is necessary m the interest of 
the subscribers to the provident fund on the floor of the House Therefore, 
Sir, with your permission, I move 

“That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr P B Gole, Sri R 
Venkatasubba Reddiar, Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, S\*ed Ghulam Bhik Nairang, 

Mr E L C Gtwilt, Sri T V Satakopachan, Mr B C A Cook, and the mover, with 

instructions to report by Thursday, the 28th February, 1946, and that the number of 
members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be 

Mr. President ‘ Motion moved 

"That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr P B Gole, Sn R. 

' enkaUsubbS Rieddiar, Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, Si'ed Ghulam Bhik Nairang 

Mr E L C fltfilt, Sri T V SatBkopachaH, Mr B C A Cook, and the mover, with 

instructions to r^iorl by Thursday, the 28th February, 1946, and that the number of 
five”™ W ^° 8e P re8enoe “hall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee ehall be 

Mr. B, 0. A. Cook. I accept the motion. Sir 
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Mr. President. The question is 

‘That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr P B Gole, Sn R 
Venkatasubba Reddiax, Sir Muhammad Wmin Khan, Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang, 

Mr E L C Gwilt, Sn T V Satakopachan, Mr B C A Cook, and the mover, with 
instructions to report by Thursday, the 28th February, 1946, and that the number of 
members whose presence shall be necessaiy to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be 
five ” 

The motion was adopted 


COMMITTEE EE RAIL-ROAD CO ORDINATION SCHEME 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Railways and War 
Transport) Sir, I move 

“That the report of the Committee to examine the progress made in cariying out the 
pi inciples of the Rail Road Co ordination Scheme which was due to be presented today may 
be presented oil Mondac, the 18th February ” 

Mr President The question is 

•Tint the lcjimt of the Committee to examine tin pio^ress mide m carrying out the 
principles of the Rail Road Co ordination Scheme which was due to bo presented today may 
be presented on Monday, the 18th February ’ 

The motion was adopted 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Leader of the House) Sir, the Fin¬ 
ance Member hopes to present the report of the Committee on the question of 
India’s position with reference to the Bret ton Woods Agreements on Tuesday 
next He will thereupon give notice of a motion designed to elicit the final 
verdict of the House on the question of India’s continued participation in the 
Agreements It is essential that a final decision should be reached by the end of 
next week inasmuch as if India is to continue to be a party to the Agreements the 
Governor of the Reserve Bank will have to proceed to Washington immediately 
to participate in discussions Wednesday next week has been allotted for the 
general discussion of the Railway Budget while FndaV is the first of the days 
allotted for the voting of demands for Railway grants Neither of these days 
can be altered without dislocating the whole programme of the two budgets In 
these circumstances I hope that the nouse will be prepared to dispose of the 
motion to be moved by the Finance Member on Thursday next week If, 
however, Honourable Members want further time to consider the report of the 
Commmittee copies of which will be circulated as soon as the report is presented, 
we must ask you, Sir, to direct the House to sit, on Saturday the 23rd February 
for transaction of official business with a view to disposal of the Finance Mem¬ 
ber’s motion on that date 

If the decision is to take the Finance Member’s motion on Thursday I hope 
that no objection will be taken under clause (a) of the proviso to Standing 
Order 44(1) to the moving on Tuesday of the Commerce Member’s motion for 
consideration and passing of the Insurance Bill as reported by the Select Com¬ 
mittee whose report was presented yesterday If the Finance Member’s motion 
is not taken on Thursday the Insurance Bill will be put down for that day 

Mr Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau Indian Com¬ 
merce) If this is a provisional programme I have no objection But I feel that 
the Bretton Woods Committee would not be able to present its report by 
Tuesday as expected, and if such a report is presented—I do not think I am 
disclosing too much of a secret when I say that there are very serious difficulties 
m the way of that Committee—if any, will be $ divided report I feel that the 
House ought to get considerable time to examine this question And even if 
the report were presented on Tuesday it could not be discussed on Thursday 
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I submit that, while I have no objection to the provisional arrangements going 
through, this would not be the proper thing 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Then Staturday would suit the 
Honourable Member better 

Mr Manu Subedar' It the report is presented in time and if it has been 
properly circulated and tune given to the Members of this House 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Then I would ask for Saturday is an, 
official day 

Mr President. I am afraid the matter still remams m doubt Theie are 
two ‘ifs” which the Honourable Membei stated “If the report can be present 
ed’’ and “If it can be circulated” 

Mr Manu Subedar On a highly technical matter like this, I submit the 
House must have a certain amount of time Members must have time to read 
through the report and discuss among themselves and I think it would be \ery 
unfortunate if an earlier date is forced on the Members who have not digested 
the issues particularly when there is the fact 

Mr President The point which I was making was this assuming the repoit 
is presented on Tuesday, will Saturday suit? 

Mr Manu Subedar I will respectfullv say that as far as I can see theie is 
not the slightest possibility of the report being presented by Tuesdav We hive 
to draft our reports 

Mr President Thai ci cites a different position 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall May we accept Saturday piovisionally 
in order to frame a programme? 

Mr Manu Subedar I am only trying to help m the fixii'i of a programme 
which can be put through 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Since the limiting date is the end of 

next week, I am suggesting Saturdav rathei than Thursday 

Mr President Satuiday is for discussion of the report That is how I 
understand it Supposing we aic not able to finish the discussion on Saturday, 
as two days were proposed—Thursday and Saturday—what will happen then’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Thursday or Saturday 

Mr President The Honourable Member said “ I hope that the 

House will be prepared to dispose of the motion to be mo\cd by the Finance 
Member on Thursday next week If, howexer, Honourable Members want 
further time to consider the report of the Committee copies of which will be 
circulated 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I did intend it to be discussed in one 

day 

Mr President Would it be finished in one day? 

Mr. Manu Subedar' Sir, the official side seem to be anxious to fix a date 
by which we must come to a decision, because if India continues to remain in 
the Bretton Woods Agreement, the Governor or a representative for India has 
to be sent to the preliminary meeting With this question are mixed up several 
other important questions which some of us think to be even more important 
than the presence of our representative at the preliminary meeting and therefore’ 
I submit that adequate time should be given to the House to discuss the report 
after it is circulated. But as to whether the discussion could be finished in a 
day is more than I can say It all depends on the discussion m the House 

Mr President: What I feel is that if a certain time limit has been fixed for 
expressing consent, then of course the whole thing has to be finished within that 
time limit At present it is not possible to say what view the House will take 
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Mr Manu Subedar. If the Honourable the Finance Member will permit me 
to disclose what is the difficulty we are contronted with m the Bretton Woods 
Committee, 1 am prepared to state it Before that stupendous issue the ques¬ 
tion Of our representative’s presence at the preliminary meeting in Washington 
pales into insignificance 

Mr President ’ I do not propose to enter into the merits of that question 
At this stage, all that I mean is, assuming that the House comes to a decision 
that we shpuld remain in the Fund whether our conclusion should be reached on 
Saturday or whether any further tune can be given and the discussions oarned 
ovet to some other convenient date That is the only point of difficulty that 
1 have to decide Thereafter the Railway Budget comes for discussion 

Mr Manu Subedar What will happen if the discussion on this motion is 
not closed on Saturday, the 23rd’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (Finance Member) I will under¬ 
take on behalf of the Government Benches thnt we will be as brief as possible 
The issue which is really to be determined is a perfectly simple one I know 
that theic are other issues The issue to be decided on the 23rd is a perfectly 
simple one and I sav that on the Government side we will not take more than 
quarter of an hour 

Mr Manu Subedar Foi our pait we will try to assist the House to conclude 
the discussion as early as possible I have my preliminary difficulties about 
the prepaiation of the report 

Mr President That will be a different matter Let us sit with determina¬ 
tion even sitting longer if necessary and see that the matter is finished that day 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Thank you, Sn 

Mr President So we shall have Saturday, the 23id, as the date fixed for 
this pmposc 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall In that case I think we should take 
the Insurance Bill on Thursday instead of Tuesday and cancel the meeting 
< utuely for Tuesday In that case Members may have more time to study the 
Railway Budget, Bretton Woods and other sublets 

An Honourable Member The report has to be preseute'd 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall, We will have a short session on 
Tuesdav take the Insurance Bill on Thursday and Bretton Woods on Saturday 

Mr President Is that convenient’ I see no objection 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Axixul Huque (Commerce Member) Would it 
not be bettei if we start on the Insurance Bill on Tuesday, so that we know 
i xsctly what the position is? 

Mr Manu Subedar. I think that would be better I do not see any possi- 
bilitv of the r. port on Bretton Woods 

Mr President In that case I shall have to waive the objection as to want 
of sufficient time If it is raised we shall see At present it is problematic!!! 

Sn M Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Cbittoor 
Non Muhammadan Rural) The report of the Select Committee has not been 
circulated 

Mr President It is to be circulated tonight For the present it is agreed 
by the House that wc take the Insurance Hill on Tuesday, subject to any 
objection and the Chair’s waiving of notice On Saturday the 23rd, the House 
sitfl for the Bretton Woods decision 

Mr. Leslie {Jwilt (Bombay European) Is it presumed that the Insurance 
B U will go on from Tuesday the 19th to Thursday the 31»t? 
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The AsscmbiyYnet m the Assembly Clumber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the. Clock, Mr President (The ITonouiable Mr G V Mavalankar) in the Chair 


MEMBERS SWORN 

Khan Bahadur Zafar Hussain Khan, M L A (Government of India Norm 
luted Ofhcitl) 

Mr Lalgudv Sw aminath Vaidyanathan, M L A (Government of India 
Nominated Official) 

Miss Maniben Kara, M L A (Nominated Non-Official) 

STABBED QUESTIONS \ND ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers 
Release of Political Prisoners 

285 *Mr Sasanka Sekfiar Sanyai (on behalf of Prod N. G Ranga) Will the 
Honourable the Home Member be pleased to state 

(a) the latest policy of Go\eminent in regaid to the l please of political 
I risoners, 

(b) the latest available figures for the number of political prisoners—( 1 ) im¬ 
prisoned in connection with the 1942 August Movement, and (u) imprisoned for 
their political nets committed precious to 1942 August Movement, and 

(c) how many of them are m the *C' class? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome (a) I would refer the Honouiable Member 
to the statement which I nude m this House on the 11th February, in the debate 
on Pt Govmd Malaviya’s Resolution on the subject 

( 1 >) (0 

Governors' Provinces 

Convicts 2,850 

Detenus 833 

Central Government and Chief Commissioners' Provinces 
Convicts Nil 

Detenus 2 

(it) So far as the Central Government and Chief Commissioners’ Provinces 
are concerned, there are no such persons I have no information about Gover¬ 
nors Provinces 

(c) Hoes not arise 

Shri D P Kaimarkar: In view of the present situation lequmng an amicable 
settlement, may I ask whether the Government of India would not be well 
advised to take an initiative in this matter and advise the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments to re.ease all political prisoners? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome* It is oovered by what I said on February 
the 11th 

Seth Govind Das* Since 11th February one week has elapsed and things are 
moving so fast in this world, will the Honourable Member not reconsider the 
position which he took on the 11th of February? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I do not think so 

S]t N V Gadgil: Is he not on speaking terms with the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments? 

Mr President* Order, order 
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Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. May I know what the answer to part (n) 
of clause, (b) is—the latest available figuies for the number of political prisoners 
imprisoned foi their political acts committed previous to 1942 August Movement? 

The Honouranle Sir John Thome So far as the Central Government and 
Chiel Commissioners * Provinces are concerned, there is no such prisoner 

Sr* M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I ask the Honourable Member if 
th's question is not general and refers to the whole of India ! 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne I added I tune no information about the 
Governors Provinces ’ 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. May 1 know what steps have been 
taken bv the Hououiable Member to usceitain the number of detenus from the 
v moil'- pioMiucs 1 Ten days’ notice is given to the Honoui ible Member 
The Honourable Sir John Thorne - I took no steps I happened to have the 
information which was asked for m b (i) and I therefore gave it But the in¬ 
formation inquired in b (u) was not available, and I did not consider that it was 
the icsponsibihtv of the Central Government to get that information 

Maulana Zafar All Khan Do Government propose to remove the ban on the 
1 oiward Bloc'’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome I suggest that does not arise from this 
question 

Sardar Mangal Singh May I know whether the repoit published m this 
momirg’s papei, that a fresh notice has been served on Sardar Sardul Singh 
< uvl --li u > \Unding his linpris mtmnt, is tiue ' 

The Honourable Sir John Thome I believe it is not correct 
Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal Will the Honourable Membei be pleased to state 
vlint k the policy today of the Government with regard to the release of Sardar 
Sardul Singh > 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne The policy is as indicated by me on Febru 
a*\ * in. 1111 ■ It is imdu ( insider,ition with the I’lovmtidl Government 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mav I know if the Honourable Member 
is aw ire that there arc prisoners convicted before 1942 and have been m jail 
for twenty to thirty yeais now in some of the province?—in the Punjab, in the 
Umteu Provinces, and some other provinces? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome No, Sir I have no informartion on that 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar He has no information that there are 
number of similar people m Nagpur I would like vour ruling on this point 
The Honourab’e Membei just said that he had no information in his hands, 
evidently he is referring to the Secretariat But may I point out, Sir, that ten 
days’ not ce is gven to enable him to collect information from Cape Comorin to 
Himalavas Is it not his business to collect the information and place it before 
this House f When informat on of general character is asked for and the Cen¬ 
tral Government is responsible for the peace and tranquillity of the whole of 
India, it is their duty to furnish the information As Members on the other 
side i "a\ evade giving such information, I would like to have your ruling on 
this pomt, Sir, that they must gather information from the Provinces concerned 
Mr President Is it really a matter for ruling’ Government in their own 
interest ought to collect information 

Sjt N V Gadglp I only wish they knew it I 
Mr President Next question 

Frontier Government’s Policy re Political Prisoners 
286 *Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (on behalf of Prof, N a. Banga): Will the 
Honourable the Home Member be pleased to state 

(a) if he has seen the press communique issued by the Frontier Government 
regarding their policy towards political prisoners, 
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(b) if Government are prepared to advise the other Provmenl Governments 
to create in the same wav a special class foi political prisonas and to offer at 
least the same facilities, 

(c) whether Government will considei the advisability of adopting the same 
policy in regard to the political prisoners who are being hi pt m iails on the 
orders of administrations in the centrdl> administered ireas if not. win not, 

(dl whether Government will call a conference of Provincial Governments 
to consider this matter of tieatment of pol tic il pusoncrs and help them to 
adopt a liberal policy tow aids political prisoners 9 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne (a) I understand that no communique 
Ins been issued but that Pules for the classificatu n and tieitrnent of con¬ 
victed mil undei ti d political jiisoners vvcie published m i notitii ation of the 
X 01 M 1 West I'luntiu Piovince Government dated the 1 <tb November 1945, 
ili it (loui’in m i l-.o hue iiiiiltt i uiisidi i ytt n th» (mention ot bunging the 
l i !u o toi secuutv pnsontis into line with tlimc rules 
(b) and (d) No 

(C; So f.n as security pnsoneis ire concerned the differences between the 
existing mlcs of the Central Government and those of the North West Fron¬ 
tier Province notiln d on the 17th November 1945 a'e insignificant I am 
e\limning ihe e\ sting inks foi the treatment of eonvetid pnsoneis with a 
view t> deciding whether am modification along the lines of the North West 
lrontiei Province inks is called for 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I ask the Honourable Member if 
in the vanous conferences with Home Members of several provinces a uniform 
mocedure with legard to this question has not been evolved 1 

The Honourable Sir John Thome I do not know when the 1 ,st conference 
with Home Members of the Provinces was held I can iememb<_" one some- 
vvhert about 1938, but I am not aware of one since then 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar In respect of the treatment of political 
pnsoneis, apnit from the police of releasing political prisoners, the Honourable 
-Member said in reply to part (c) of Question No 285 that it does not arise 
Does that mean that there art no classes of political prisoners? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome I am not quite sure what my Honour¬ 
able li lend means Does he mean classes of pohtical prisoners in the pro- 

bri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Yes, and under the Government of 
Incl■ i in the thief Commissioners’ Provinces 

The Honourable Sir John Thome Jn the Chief Commissioners Provinces 
tlieie is no classihc ation of pohtical prisoners as such The rules which have 
been issued by the North West Frontier Government, do recognise a class of 
political prisoners as such 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar H is the Government taken steps to 
advise tne otliei provinces to have only one class of political prisoners and 
not to divide them as in Madras? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: No, Sir That is a matter for the Pro¬ 

vincial Governments 

Sreejut Rohrni Kumar Choudhuri Is it a fact that the rules fiamed by the 
Provincial Governments were superseded by the orders, subsequently passed 
bv the Government of India bv which the Governois were authonsed to frame 
rules in this behalf m their own piovmces 9 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I am not sure if I understand the ques¬ 
tion If the intention of the questioner is to ask whether directions were 
given bj the Central Government as regards the classification of political 
prisoners, the answer is ‘No’ 

a 2 
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Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Is tin 

ordinary prisomis m tht Cliict Commissioners 
cl issihcation ioi all ptisonc ts> ■* 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne Tlicu. ai 

ioi many ycais 


I 18III I LU 194b 
le uo classification regaining 
piovinces or is thcie only one 

e vanoiis classes and Ime been 


Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Then may 1 take it that even po.itieal 
pnsoneis are sent to m\ one of these elasse's mdifferentlv? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne Cuneially, ves bn They are heated 
under the mles which apph to oidiuaiv pnsoneis 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar And theretoie, it is not as if 1 undei 
stand the Honouiable Membei to sav tliat political pusoncrs stand bv X class 
ot then own md theie is no diffctencc between one political pnsonei and 
another? 


The Honourable Sir John Thorne That is not so in the Chief Comniis 
Moners' piovinces 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar How many polit cal prisoners ate there 
m the lowest class ’ And is it a fact that then rite ot allowance is not even 
tlnte urn is i d i\ 1 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne l do not think thcie aie an\ politic d 
prisoners detained m the Chief Commissioners piovinces at piesent 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Then with lespect to the political 
pusoners m the other Provinces, nwiv I ask tlu Honourihlt Mcmbci to collect 
statistics of the 5,000 who aie lotting m j nl 1 Is it not a fict tint in M tdtus 
the allowance is not more than tluee annas a daw ’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome That is a matter for the Provincial Gov¬ 
ernments l cannot undertaki to collect infoinntion on that 

Sreejut Rohini Kumar Choudhuri L, it not a fact tint under the piesent 
rules ordmarv pusoncrs aie better tieated being put in a better classification 
than political Dusoners 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne I cannot answer for the Govemois’ Pro¬ 
vinces, hut I think the tnswei is ‘Vo 

rrof N G Ranga I apohgise to the Chair for .having come late I wish 
to ask the Government the n asons for which the, do not wish to adop*- tin 
po’icy that lias been adopted bv the Fiontiei Govei’.ment 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne If mv Honouiable friend had been 
here he would hive known th.it I have not taken that attitude 

Position re Health of Messrs Jai Praxash Narain \nd 
Ram Monohar-Lohia 

287 *Prof N G Ranga (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased to state the latest position m regnd to the health of and the conve¬ 
niences provided foi Messrs Jn Pidvish V u mi and Hun Mmoliar Lolna 0 

Ibl In what jail ire they kept 9 

(c) Are thev allowed to be together? 

(d) Are they allowed to obtain political books and also to obtain and freelv 
utilize writing materials? 


The Honourable Sir John Thorne They are both in good health The 
conveniences provided for them aie as stated m mv answer to Question No 
53, on February 7th Thev are n Agra Central Jail, and are allowed to be 
together Thev are allowed writing m rtenals also political books, subject 
to the discretion of the Superintendent 

Prof N G Ranga Is there any special provision made to enable them to 
purchase books? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne’ Yes, Sir 

Seth Govind Das Is there any possibihtv of their release now? 
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The Honourable Sir John Thorne J hau nothing to add on that to what I 
hau .die id\ said m the House 

Prof N Q Ranga TTa\c Government finished all the consideiation about 
their icleise? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome btill cors'dumg it 

Prof N G- Ranga How long wall Government go on consideiing? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne I cannot fix m exact time 
Seth Govmg Das Approximately ? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne Xot even .ipproxmi rtelv 
Prof N G Ranga Is Government awaiting the advent of the next Gov- 
einn < it ’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome No Sn 
Mr. President Ordei, order Next question 

Number ot Prisoners Convicted in 1942 Aui.ust Movement kept in Aupuram 
Jait 

288 *Prof N a Ranga Will the Honourable the TTomc Member be 
pleased to state 

(a) how many political prisoners, who were convicted in connection with 
the 1942 August Movement are still kept m the Alipuiam jail (Bellarv'j of 
Madras Presidency, 

(b) how many of them have served (l) more than two vears (n) nioie than 
three years, (in) more than half tlieir sentences, and 

(c) whether in view of the cessation of war and the end of war emergent, 
Government will be pleased to lemit the remaining portion of 'heir sentences 
and release them or to place their eases before any quasi judicial reviewing 
authoiitv ’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome 1 have no mionnation The matter 
nine tins the (lovemment of Madi is 

Prof N G- Ranga This is most exti toidnuiv \\t onh isk for informa¬ 
tion Hue is i qutstion asking about the mmibei ot political pnsoneis m 
the Alipm tin jail ot tile Madi is Pi sidenev Smelt it (.nmol be pleaded by 
im Honoin ible fueiul lint lie is not ibk to obtain mfotm ition though he 
his iskid the Madi is (loveinmmt, oi the Madras Govtmnunt is not obliged 
to supjilv tilt mtoim ition if asked It is more than i month since I gave 
notui of this qiustmn It ouglit to have bttn possible 

Mr President The Honouiable Membei mav be asktd wlietlier he is 
piop ned to ask for the infonn ition 

Prof N G Ranga Tint is what I am suggesting It is tin dutv of the 
Government to do so md not to p'ead th it thev have not lnd enough time to 
isk foi tint infonn ition I im stating it is more than one month that I 
give notice of the question It speaks of the nrcsponsibilitv of the 
Mr President' The Honourable Membti is arguing 

Prof N G Ranga Win has Government not taken the tumble to ask for 
this information'* 

Tae Honourable Sir John Thorne Tt nn Honom ible fuend had been here 
lust now he would hive known that the same point arose on another ques¬ 
tion T suggest that m regaid to this mv friend might get the information 
from tile Madras Government If he has any difficulty m doing so and will 
approach me T should he glad to help 

Seth Govind Das’ The Piovinces are being governed undei Pule 93 Under 
these special circumstances is it not the duty of the Central Government to 
collect all this information and supply them when such questions are asked? 
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Mr President It will lie ddlioult to answer the question geneially It will 
depend on the nature ot the question asked But obviouslv, in a niattei ot 
all India unpoituice, the question will be justilied But it is .1 question foi 
Uo\emment to decide as to bow they will answer 

Seth Govind Das The question ot politieal pnsoneis detained without tnal 
and foi unlnnitid pounds is L think i most ’ni|oituit Hum, uu[ if is an ill 
India question even it one piisouci is concerned 

Mr President The Hoiiouiable Membei may now be fuithei questioned 
Prof N O Ranga With legard to put (e), is it the poliey of the Govern¬ 
ment that they are not interested it nil oi not concerned when the leinaunng 
portion of then sentences is lemitted 1 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne The question is whethei Government 
will be p'eased to lennt the lemamuig portion of then sentences and tclease 
them The Government of India have no power to do anything of the soit 
in regard to pnsoneis of the Piovmcnl Governments 

Prol N G Ranga What is the pohev of the Government of India m legard 
to such remissions 1 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne The question dot's not ause as regatds 
prisoners who aie undei the conliol of the Piovmml Governments 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Is it not a fact tint the <ascs it least 
of some of the jvolitic il pnsontis m Pioviucts aie leviewed 1>\ Hie Centi il 
Government 1 

The Honourable Sir John Thome That is quite nnouect 
Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Is it tine tint not a single else horn 
Madias had been leviewed b\ the Centi il Government liefou ordeis of le'ease 
w ere communicated 1 

The Honourable Sir John Thome Not i fact 

Prof N G Ranga In legaul to m\ own lelease, the Government ot 
India had sent their advices to the Madras Government 

The Honourable Sir John Thome I can be quite positive tint the Govern¬ 
ment of India passc'd no oideis 

Prof N G Ranga Then vv is a second part to niv question Or have 
they sent advice to the Midias Government 

The Honourable Sir John Thome I must ask foi notice Certainh not m 
my tune 

Sreejut Rohini Kumar Ohoudnun Has the question of lelease of political 
pnsoneis been left entnelv to the discretion of the Piovmcuil Governments in 
thuse povmces where Section 93 is not in force now, e g , Assam 9 
Mr President The question is “m force” 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne May I ask it to be repeated 9 
Mr President Wil* the Honourable Member repeat? 

Sreejut Rohini Kumar Choudhuri Has the question of release of political 
prisoners been left entirely to the discretion of the Provincial Government in 
those ptovmies where section 93 adnnnistiation is not m foiee now, eg 
Assam ? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome Yes 

Policy re Printing of Notes and Accumulation of Sterling Balances 
289 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state whether any correspondence has taken place between the Govern¬ 
ment and the Reserve Bank of Imda with regard to fi) Hi6 policy of printing and 
issue of more notes, and (n) the policy of accumulating more sterling balances 9 
(b) Has the Central Board of the Reserve Bank of India at any time laised 
any questions with regard to the measures taken by them, and is it a fact that 
Government have overruled m this respect’ 
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The Honouraole Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) and (b) 1 would lefer the 
Honoumble mcmbt-i to the leply to parts (b) and (c) of his staned question 
No 71, on 7tli Febiuaiv 1946 

Mr Manu Subedar Did the Honourab'e Member saj 1915 oi 194b 1 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands 1946 

Mr Manu Subedar With regard to (a) and (b) and the policj of accu¬ 
mulating more steilmg balances, have Government themselves issued a press 
note to the public and when was the last pi css note on this subject explain 
ing the Government s policy ’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands That does not atixe out of the 

question, which relates to communications between the Reserve Bank and the 
Government of India 

Mr Manu Subedar The Government s contentioif is that these commum 
cations are privileged documents I am asking whether there has been any 
correspondence on this subject I am not asking foi what the correspondence 
was 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Correspondence has taken place 
on all sorts of subjects between the Reserve Bank of India and the Govern¬ 
ment of India, including this subject 

Mr Manu Subedar With regard to part (b) of the question, maj I know 
whether it is not true that the Directors of the Reserve Bank protested 
against the continuance of the use of Section 41 for issuing more notes and . 
for financing the purchases of His Majesty’s Government bv the tendei of * 
sterling? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I have already indicated that I 
cannot disclose the nature of any communication that passed between the 
Reserve Bank of India and the Government of India 

Mr Manu Subedar Will the Honourable Member make the policv of 
the Government clear on this subject without any regard to the Reserve Bank’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands To my nnnd there will be plenty 
of opportunity in the near future for discussion and e'ucidation of the whole 
question * 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know if the Honouiable Member 
ever proposed to discontinue the printing of these notes more and more at 
any time? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I do not print the notes, Sir 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. I meant to ask whether the Honour- 
able Member advised the Reserve Bank of India not to print any moie notes 
and considered also the bringing about of a modification of the Reseive Bank 
of India Act? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I think there is a question on 
the printing of notes later on today 

Prof N. G Ranga With regard to the other question, vi’ , the necessaiv 
amendment of the Reserve Bank Act in order to withdraw the obligation 
that is cast on the Reseive Bank to issue notes against every pound sterling 
that accumulates to the credit of India, will Government consider the adviss 
bility of introducing at the earliest opportunity the necessarv legislation 1 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: The Reserve Bank does not issue 
notes merely because it gets sterling but because of the demand for notes from 
the public 

Prof. N G. Ranga. The Honourable Member is only evading mv question 
I want him to give us a categorical assurance on the question whethei Gov¬ 
ernment will be introducing at the earliest opportunity the necessarv legisla 
tion to amend the Reserve Bank Act m regard to this particular matter that 
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we have in mind, that is foi every pound sterling that aciumulutes to the 
credit ot India tlie Beserve Hank s present obligation to issue rupee notes 
equivalent to it shill be withdrawn 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands As I have once aheady said, the 
question rchtes to the naluit of the < omintmicntioil tli it pissed between the 
Government md the llcsiivc Bank Mv Honoui ihle fnciid has branched off 
into a much widei field md 1 am peifectlv prtpuied to discuss it on v suit¬ 
able occasion 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar My Honourable friend has entirely 
misunderstood 1’iof It mgi s question His question was bow long is this 
state of attairs to go on Will this obligation on the part of this countrv or 
the Reserve Bulk ie\se, of issuing notes against steilmg thit is pit sented 
under beetion 11 of the Reserve Bank of Tndia Act? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands That is not coveied by this 
question 1 am prepvred to discuss it on a suitable occasion 

Mr Manu Subedar All these questions are due to the mxietv wluth this 
countiv feels with regard to the continued puiehises m this country though 
the tender of sterling and the obligation of the Besetve Bank to give rupees 
and I say that Government are continuing this polio Are th( v not eoutmu 
ing this policv against the advice of the Beserve Bank themselves and may I 
know when the\ will disc lose it? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I have dread\ mid that I im 
not prepared to disc lose the nature of i onimnme itions th it hive passed 
between the Beserve Bank and the Government of Lull» 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Arising out of his answer, is it in 
response to the demand on the part of the public that ihe Reserve Bank is 
issuing the notes? Ts it in the interest of the public to idd to the currency 
circulation of the countrv, which is alreadv inflated? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands That is a matter of opinion which 
will be discussed on a suitable occasion 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Is it the opinion of the Government of 
India that there is no inflation m this country and that we can go on adding 
to the currencv ? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I do not pretend that there has 
been no inflation m the currency If the Honourable Member had watched 
the weeklv statements of the last few weeks he would have found that the 
inflation is being arrested 

Mr Manu Subedar When on an average of ten crores or more notes were 
issued 

Mr Goflrey W Tyson Ts it not a fact that the total under issue has not 
been added to m the last three weeks > 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. Is it not due partly to the demonetisa¬ 
tion of the thousand rupee notes? 

Profits to Government from the Sale of Silver in India 

290 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state the total amount of silver sold by the Beserve Bank of India during 
the years 1939 40, 1940 41, 1941 42, 1942-43, 1943-44, 1944-45 and 1945-46 
(upto 31st December 1945)? 

(b) On whose behalf was this sold? 

(c) What steps did Government take in order to get a share of the profits for 
India from the sale of silver m India? 

(d) What steps did Government take in order to impose income tax oil 
profits made in India from the sale of silver? 



1035 


srAitithi) Qbfrsriovs \\i> wswuis 
The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) In million line ounces 3 m 

1930 40, 18 in 1940 41, 94 in 1941 42, 10 m 1942 4$, none m 1943 44 30 5 

in 1941 45, 13 3 m 1945 40 

(h) The Government ot India 
(t) and (d) Do not arise 

Mr Manu Subedar Will Government state the e rcumstances undci which 
it was necessary to sell this silver ind whv the sale o + it was discontinued ’ 
The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands The u-ason whv it \v is issued was 
to steady the bullion market It was disc ontinned, beeause of short ige of 
supplv 

Mr Manu Subedar In view of the fact that stlvei has now u iched an 
unprecedented pnet of 11s 115 or 146 pei hundred tolas will Gov eminent 
consulci some means of steadvmg the puce of silver’ Are* tht\ negotiating 
foi further silver to come heie m order to steadv the price oi ue they thinking 
of up other means > 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands \cs, Sir Tint matter is under 
ex emulation it the prt sent moment 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad Did the Government h\ the price ot silver or 
leave silver to find its own ’evel ’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I am not quite sine whit the 
polii v was before the sales vwrc stopped At the moment, of couw, we do 
not control the price of silver 

Profits to Government from the Salf oi Gold in India 
291 *Mr. Manu Subedar* (a) Will the Honomabh the Finance ATei iber 
please state the total amount of gold sold bv the Receive Bink duimg the 
years 1939-40, 1940 41, 1941-42, 1942 43, 1943 44, 1944 45 and 1945 46 (upio 
31st December 1945)? 

(b) On whose behalf was this sold? 

(c) What steps did Government take m order to get a share of the piohts for 
India from the sale of gold m Indi i 0 

(d) What steps did Government take in order to impose income ta\ on the 
profits made in India from the •-nit of gold?. 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) \,/ in 1959 10 1940 41, 1“41 
42 and 1942 43, 

About 3 4 million ounces in 1913 44, 

Vhout 3 2 mi'lion omues m 1944 45, 

About 9 million ounces in 1945-46 

(b) The Governments of the liuteel Kingdom and l nited State*- of Ament i 

(c) Sinc*e the sales were made to meet the wai expendituic ot these Govern¬ 
ments m India tnd to assist the Government of India s inti inflationary 
measures, the question of profits does not anse 

(d) Even if theie were anv question of profits, the sales being Governn en- 
til and not in the nature of tiade or business transactions, were not liable 
to income-tax 

Mr Manu Subedar Has the Honourable Member seen anv statement th it 
the Government of South Africa made a profit of one million pounds sterling 
on the sale of gold in Tndia? Is that a fact? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands There are several questions on 
that on the order paper today 

Mr. Manu Subedar Mav 1 know* whether the United States Government’s 
was the larger share or the smaller share out of this profit? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands* There is also a question on that 
I will give the answer later 



1036 LEGISLATIVE assembly [18th Feb 1946 

Prof N G Ranga When gold was being sold heio as a commodity and 
when Government knew that those two Governments, the United Kingdom 
and the L S Goveimnents, were t.nkmg a heavy proht, what was it that 
pie'vcntui the Government ot Jndii either fiom claiming a share of the profit 
or imposing an nnpoit duty on this go’d ’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I have explained the nature of 
the transaction 

Prof N G Ranga The nature ot it was explained by the Honourable 
Member This gold was sold in order to pay foi their purchases m this coun- 
tiy Therefote it was a sort ot barter anangeinent between their commodi¬ 
ties mil oui commodities, I tlimk That is wliv I am asking the Honour¬ 
able Membei to give me an answer to the other question that I have put, 
viz , what was it that prevented the Government of India horn imposing an 
nnpoit duty on the sale of gold in this countrv in ordei to claim a portion of 
the abnormal profits that those people mude 1 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands [ sav that it is contrary to alt 
international practice to impose an import duty on the property of another 
Gov eminent 

Mr Manu Subedar Have Government considered that m effect this meant 
that the United States Government and the British Government were able 
to take our commodities, for which this gold was used foi paying, a little 
cheaper (to the extent of the profit) and, if so, will Government state whether 
thev took any steps to compensate India in respect of those commodity prices? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands The gold, as far as I understand, 
was sold for what it would fetch in the market, like auy other commodity 
Mr Manu Subedar It did fetch more than the world puce these other 
Goveimnents made a proht on the gold which they sold m India, and the 
profit thev made was used to make other purchases heie but did Govern¬ 
ment take any steps by way of regulating commodity prices against these two 
large Governments to recover a little of what they were making by way of 
profit? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands My Honourable friend is a busi¬ 
ness man and he sells his articles for what he can ‘get for them, I suppose 
On the second point, ns far as I -know, no step was taken 

Dr Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad May I ask whether the price of gold was fixed 
bv the Government of India or was it fixed by the owner of the gold or did 
the Reserve Bank of India a'low it to be sold to the highest bidder? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands' I think the last 
Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know from the Honourable 
Member if any portion of the gold sold here on behalf of the United Kingdom 
belonged to the United Kingdom or whether the entire gold belonged to South 
Africa and it was sold through the United Kingdom and the United Kingdom 
made a profit? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands - I have no information as to the 
ownerships of the go'd I imagine it was His Majesty’s Government who 
imported it from South Africa, but I have no official information 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar - Did not the Honourable Member read 
in a newspaper article that Mr Hofmayer, the Minister in South Africa, 
stated that the entire gold belonged to him and it was sold through the United 
Kingdom and thev shaied the profit half and half? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: There are questions on that on 

the paper 

Dr Sir Zia TJddln Ahmad* Is it not a fact that m pursuing this policy, 
which the Honourable Member has stated, the South African Government 
used Reserve Bank as a black market for the sale of gold? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I do not think it was a black 
market the prices are published m the papers everv day 
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starred questions and answtks 
Decimal System of Coinage 

292 *Mr Manu Subedar (u) Has tin. Honour ibk the Finance Member 
re u lu d an\ conclusions with lega-cl to changes in tile tom n't, of the country so 
as to adopt the decimal system? 

(b) Win has not this in itti i In en luought before the Lcgi'-latuie’ 

(t) Have Government midi ,tn\ commitmtnts ui ngml to this nuttei’ If 
so, what are they? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a; Decision in the matter of 
the decimalization of the Indian coinage system rests with the Indian Lt-gnla 
tine 

(b) A Bill is being introduced to day to effect amendments of the Coinage 
Act necessary for the decimalization of the coinage 

(c) No commitments in regard to the decimahzation of the coinage have 
been entered into by Government in anticipation of the decision of the 

. Legislature 

Mr Manu Subedar Have any opinions been called for already from the 
piovmcial governments on this subject? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Yes, a verv large volume of 
opinion has been obtained 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Are thev unanimous’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands No, Sir, such opinions never are 
Increased Issue of Paper Currency 

293 *Mr P B Gole (a) Will the Hcnourible the Finance Member be 
pleisod to state the u ibon whv tin increase in the issue of paper currency 19 
persisted in by the Reseive Bulk of Indii when the w u is over and the army 
is being disbanded 5 

(b) Is the mcieisi m tlu issue ot paper cuuenov m India due to the fact 
tint more inonev is lcquned bv the British Government foi the rehabilitation 
of (ountries like Burma, Malaya, etc , uid also for the United Kingdom’ If aO 
whit is the total amount ot monev so i used in Tndia md the amount lequirea 
b\ the United Kingdom toi each of the countries to he leliabilitated’ 

(c) Was nn\ demand nude bv the Government of the United Kingdom, bv 
the Government of Burma ot Mains’ 

(d) What is the siteguud toi the mouev thus raised ’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) Notes are issued only in 
response to demands by the public and Government The amount of cuirency 
m circulation depends not only on war expenditure but on a number of other 
factors, such os the volume ot cash disbursements on Government civil account, 
the intensity of commercial and' industrial activity, the general level of prices 
and the degree of liquidity pieference on the part of institutions and the pub¬ 
lic generally 

(b) and (c) The Government of India have agreed to meet certain require¬ 
ments for the lehabilitation of Buima hut not ot anv other count! \ The total 
amount of currencv issued to the Government of Burma since V J Dav is 
Us 2 2/3rd crores 

(d) The ultimate safeguard is the ciedit of His Majesty’s Government 

Mr Manu Subedar* With regard to part (a) of the question, mav I ask a 
question which the Honourable Member said previously that it did not arise 
W'liv are Government still continuing a policv which permits His Majestv's Gov 
eminent to purchase m this country against the tender of sterling, and what 
are the reasons why it cannot be stopped’ The Honourable Member promised 
to answer this n 

The Honourable Sir Archiabld Rowlands I will give that m mv Budget 
speech 
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Mr Manu Subedar 1 am obliged for the assuiancc 1 had simil n issiuancis 
fiom the previous Finanee Member but hi mui dul tbi vinous tilings lie 
proiiiiseil liter on Mu ml not icqutst tin Honoui ible Munbi l to give us a 
statement on this subject it not toclis, in tin next tcM elavs si_p.ii »tcl\ fiom 
tin Budget speec h ' 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands All 4 tan sa\ m tbL next tin tins 
is that tin question is uncki i x iinin ition 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar The Honoui ible Memhei sml m mswir 
to the hist put that there Mas nnothei question on this s U h|pet I mtiualU 
txptctul he Mould ansMCi it now \ t om he savs Me should m ut (ill the budget 
The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I ha\e mswcud it m (i) 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad About these notts this liavL pruitid on lnh ilf of 
Bumn Government I should like to know m whit hum tin p ipu <umiu\ 
reserve for these notes mis kept, is hacking foi these notis Ts it liom actual 
rcseives or from the itseives of tin Buima Government*’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands It was ignnst stilling hv TTis 
Majesty s Government 

Mr P B Gole In leplv to put (d) whit steps hut him tikm oi is the 
s iteguird onl\ m the sterling bilmcis’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands l hue unwind tint undu (d) 

Mr Manu Subedar Will the llonounhle Memhei give tin justitn ition wliuh 
Government hid for the eontinuuue ol the mi of th s inaihiiuiv ol not< issue 
aftei tin stoppage of hostilities—put (i) ol tin question’ Whit possible jinti 
he ition do Government hive loi the use of see turn 41 end the issue of moie 
notes smie the stoppage of hostilities Will the Honoui tide Memhei n plv now 
oi will hi do it m his speech on the Budget 1 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I will do it m mv Budgi t speech 
Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad Do T undeistand tint hv printing notes loi the 
Government of Bnrm i we are mcieismg our stilling hd mils’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (’utamlv 

Rates of Interest on Loans Floated in United Kinc dom 

294 *Mr P B Dole Will the Honourable the Finance Member please 
st ite 

(a) the m ixiimmi mil minimum i ites ot mtnist on loans tlo ited m the 
United Kingdom on behalf of the Government of India during the last 50 years, 
and 

(b) the l ite ot mteiest ehaigpil hv tin Government ot Turin on the steilmg 
bil mces iieimnil ited in tin United Kingdom’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) The maximum i ite was 7 per 

cent and the minimum 24 per cent 

(b) As the sterling balaiues nr umulated in the l lilted Kingdom belong to 
the Itcsuve Bank of India, the question ot the Government ot Iticln chngmg 
intciest on sufl. balanees does not aiise 

Mr P B Q-Ole Do the sterling balances earrv no interest it all ’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands 4es, ol couist they do 
Mr Manu Subedar How ninth? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands It vanes with th see untv whuh 
the Receive Bank bins 

Decisions of Bretton Woods Conference 

295 *Mr P B Dole (a) When did the Honourable the finance. Member 
give an undut ikmg to give this Asspnilrtv an oppoitumtv to discuss and record 
their opinion upon the conclusions rear heel at Bietton Woods Conference so tar 
as thev affected Tndia ? 
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(b) Did Sn Git 11 Slunk ti B.ajpai sign the Wishington Agieement which 
embodied the decisions of the Brctton Woods Monet nv Confeienec? Tf so on 
whoso mstmctions did Sir Girj a Shankar sign the Washington Agreement 0 

(c) If the Government ot Indn issued m\ such instructions, wh\ were such 
mstmctions is ued without, consulting this House be toi e hind 7 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (i) On the 14th Febiu.arv 1945 
(h) Yes, on the instructions ot the Gocemmcnt of India 

(c) T would cliaw tile Honourable Members itUntion to nn speech in the 
dtbite m this House on the Bret ton Woods Agnenieiits on the 28th January 
194(1 

Sterling Balances for Purposfs of Trade 
296 *Mr P B Gole (i) What stops has the Honourable the Fin nice 
Mi mbei tTiken oi intends to take in oidei to m ike ivul ihle the Steilmg Balances 
for the pui poses of trade 7 

(b) Will such balances be availlbh foi Indn toi the puielnsc ot capital goods 
tioni any countiy 7 

(c) Will the Steilmg Bd lines he avail iblc toi Indus use numedcateh oi by 
instalments 7 

(d) It b\ instilment, what penod will In covued hv the instalment, and the 
total of each instilment 7 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) I would refei the Hoiiouiahle , 
Member to reply given to parts (d) and (e) of Mr Manu Subedai s starred 
question Xo 74, on 7th Febrim v 194h 

(h), (c) and (cl) All these ciuestions will be matteis foi discussion at the 
negoti itmns which are pending hi tween His Majesty s Go c'riiment uid the 
Government ot Indn on the subject of the accumulated steilmg h dances 
Mr Manu Subedar In view of the tact that those replies were unsatisfac¬ 
tory we aie coming over again with emeries on the same verv impoitant 
subject Will not mv Honoiti ible friend tell tins House whether Government 
have iskecl His Majesty s Government to send representatives here to open 
negotiations on the question of the sterling balances' 7 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands If I may say so with respect that 
is taking i little unfair ldvantage Normally communications between this 
Government .mil His Majestv s Government are confidential The Honourable 
Membci knows troni the discussions m the committee that I have, at the special 
it quest of the committee, sent suth a communication to His Majestv s Govern¬ 
ment 

Mr Manu Subedar I was unable to disclose that information to the House, 
md I took the oppoitumtv m the House of getting the mfonuat on now made 
public to everybody that such in tppiouh had been made Mav I know 
whethci an iissinaiiLc of any kind his been isked fiom His Majesty s Govern¬ 
ment to wipe out the effect of the sentiments txpiesstel by Sn John Anderson 
and Mi ('hmcliill on the subject of the sterling balances 0 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I un not going to go any further 
incO tilt iiatiue of the correspondence that took place 

Seth Govind Das Oil a point of order Sir The two chamber clocks show 
different times Which is to l>& taken as the correct time9 

Mr President So far as question hour goes l take the longer time for the 
time limit 

Srijut Dhirendra Kanta Lahin Ohoudhury 1 rise to a point of order 
There are two clocks 

Mr President' The Honourable Member is repeating the same point 
Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad * Are they electrically controlled 7 
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Mr President. I belie\e so Let us not take up further time over tins 
Mr. M&nu Subedat May I ask whether Government have made an estimate 
of their immediate lequm raents ot euncneits other than steilmg and have 
broached the subject of the ion version ot stulmg into these other currencies? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands That imestimation is proceeding 
at the pieseut moment 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Whit is the eiedit standing in Indus 
favom in the ilollai pooL 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Tint question does not arise 
Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Hmv much of the stulmg balances 's 
eoimititle into dollars for the use of India? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands The dollar pool is not m thib ques 

tlOll r 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar I submt it anscs out of pait (b) of the 
question Will suih h iktnccs be available toi India foi tin puicli isi ot capit if 
goods fiom in. rountiv ‘ It stulmg is umvutcil into dolkns, then iiatvn illy 
vvi .lie entitli d to use them foi puiclusiv hi tin l S \ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Dollais h ive bun so converted into 
stulmg ihit is the whole essence of the Doll it Pool 

Mr Manu Subedar llavt tin Government oi India a pus. nted to His 
Majestv s Goveiumcnt that Tndn i“ not bound b\ tin provisions of the \nglo 
American Agieement which m pa|udicnl to the mtcusts of lndn 
(\o uplv ) 

Mr Manu Subedar 41a v I tlun uk whethu Guvunmcnt will eonsidir thi 
advisihilitv of lepicsentmg to flis Majestv s Government tli it India is m t 
bound b\ those clauses ot the Amuican loan agreement which tre pu judicial to 
lndn 1 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Cutamlv 

Mr P B Gole 4ccoaling to the conditions 1 ucl down m the Washington 
Agieement less than HI pti cent ot the sterling hal Dices would be avai'able for 
immediate pavment t 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands 1 do not undust mil how \ou get 
that calculation We aie not i piriv to tin \nglo 4iiieiuan Agieement 

Mr Manu Subedar Hive not various economic and financial journals m 
Brit mi been timing out articles saving that India will not be able to obtain 
even the fi letion mentioned bv mv Honourable friend here? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I am not responsible for the 
Opinions of economic and other journals m England 

Mr Manu Subedar What is Government doing to safeguard India’s interests 
m this matter 9 


The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Everything that is possible 
Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon Will the Government of India take an assurance 
from the United Kingdom on this subject? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands On what subject? 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: On the subject of sterling balances? 
queSn HOnOUrabl6 Slr ArChlbald EOWlandS- W * to discusg the whole 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon The full pavment of the sterling balances? 
■SoinUo^ZT"* ^ A ' Ch!b * ld E0 ’ ,, “ as - Th »‘ " «” »' ‘ho thins, w. ore 

?\? ang4 ' Wl " ‘he Government ot Tndm inform the Britteh Gov 
mment about the anx.etv felt in this country about the articles written in fJich 
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important British papers as the Economist md the Manchester Guardian on the 
question of the scaling down of the sterling securities > 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I think Prof llanga can take it 
that I shall do mv best to do im dutv 

Mr P B Gole B\ what pciccntige were the sterling balances to be scaled 
down according to Aitide 1<> 9 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Bv no percentage at all 

Quota a- Im c i 3 i , n r > r vc nvvrii i au Mi nc arv S 1t 1 

297 *Mr P B Gole (a) His the Honourable the Finance Menibei agictd 
to contribute to the International Monetary Fund 9 If so, what is the quota 
which Government have igm d to contribute > 

(b) What luangenients hive lam m id* to pax the quota 9 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) By signing the Articles of 
Agreement ol the Fund Tndn has undertaken to subsciibi to the Fund the 
quota allotted to hei, India s quota is 4(K) million dolltns 

(b) \om ivept th it an uh nice uivinent of oni hundredth ot one per cent 
of the quota amounting to Its 1 3 lakhs has been made towards the initial 
expenses of the Fund 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar By whit turn mav we be asked to 
contribute to the Fund 9 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I have no infoini ition on the 
point 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Would it not be less thm six months 
from now? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands 1 believe the Arm ncans will be 
able to start the fund bx then certainlv 

Warning against violent Suppression of Freedom Movement in South East 
Asia 

298 *Prof N G Ranga Will the War Secretary be pleased to state 

(a) if his attention has«btcn drawn to the warning given b\ Pandit Jawahar 
lal Nelliu in the API New Delhi message, dated November 10th, to the 
British and other Allied Nations ag unst violently suppiessing the freedom 
movements of South East Asia, 

(b) if Government have taken care to inform the British and the Allied 
Governments about Pandit Nehru s warning, and 

(c) whethei Government have made known to the British Government about 
his vocing of ihe resentment felt by the Indian public against the use of 
Indian troops against the Indonesians? 

Mr P Mason’ (a) Yes, Sir 

(b) and (c) No, Sir, the general sfate ot Indian public opinion has been 
explained to His Majestv’s Government 

Prof N. G Ranga Mav I know whv the Government ot India have not 
taken care to inform the British and Allied Governments about Pandit Nehni s 
view's? 

Mr. P Mason* We have explained to His Majestv s Government the general 
state of public opinion in Tndia W'e have not attempted to communicate the 
views of everyone in this country 

Prof N G Ranga Does that appreciat on of the state of public opinion in 
this country also refer to the adjournment motion passed in tins House m the 
first instance and also the later adjournment motion passed in regard to the same 
question? 

Mr P. Mason: Yes, Sir 
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Prof N G Ranga Did tin. Goveiniircnt ot Indn infonn tin Rulnh (lovun 
mint as well as tin, 1 \ O dtle v iti- ihout tlu si long exception tikcn In this 

lioust ovei failure of tins Government m communicating the lesults of the 
hist uljouimnent motion m this Ilousi ’ 

Mr P Mason 1 do not think tint nisos out of this question 
Prof N G Ranga It msts out of put (c) Let im Honoui ihh tiieml 
look into it agun ‘ The leseiitmmt tilt he the Indi in public against the use ot 
Indian tioops igmist the Indonesi ms 

Mr P Mason \\, hive told His Mapste s (loveiiuneiit the geneial state of 
nidi in opinion, mi hiding the point eon luve just made The UNO deleg i 
tiuii does not irist out ot this question and m mv case should not be iddressed 
to me 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan H is tin Honoiu ible M< mher informed His 
Majestv s Goveinnunt about the opinion ol this House is well’ 

Mr P Mason Yes Sir, .is I have ripe.itcdlv slid 

Prof N G Ranga What is it that pn vents this Government of Indn from 
agreeing with the opinion expussed h\ Pmdit Jiwaharlal Nehru mid also 
expressed lepeatedlv m this House ’ 

Mr P Mason Their own opinion 

Seth Govmd Das The Honoui bit Meml.ei said that he did not attempt to 
g.ve evervbodv s opinion m tins coimtiv Does he know that Pandit Nehru 
does not tome under tin latigon of eveivhodv ’ 

(No n p!v ) 

Financial Aspect of Post-W t ar Plans of Provincial Governments 


299 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable Member for Planning and 
Development give a summ.uv of the hnanciul aspect ot the plans of the 
Government of India and ot the various Provincial Governments > 

(b) What undertaking have the Government of India given to the Provin¬ 
cial Governments to finanie their schemes wholly or partly > 

(c) How much money will the Government of ],iidia give to the Provin¬ 
cial Governments for this purpose during the next budget year’ 

(d) How much monev h*vc the Government ot Indi i provided for the im¬ 
portation of the machinery required for the various Departments of the Gov¬ 
ernment of Indn m connection with their post war plans? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (0 (b), (c) and (d) I would ask 
the Honoui able Member to await Kay Budget speech 


Mr Manu Subedar Wi are anxious ibout one fact It appears from news¬ 
paper leports and the sunnimrifs b\ the m ws igeiicics upstairs that the Gov¬ 
ernment of India is committing the nisi Ives to i grant of 60 irores of rupees to 
various provinces, which wall not he lecoverahle fs that so? 


The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands The figure is wrong and the nature 
of the grmt is wrong The Government have for some tune told the provinces 
that thev could plan on the basis of i five viar period and that thev rould 
reisornbh expect to get some mom \ fioni the Tentre and the grants made are 
adv nice* against those sums 

Mr Manu Subedar’ With regard to (d) I respectfully submit that this is an 
issue whiih ought not to wad till the Budget speech What we want to know 
is m what manner, up to wliat limits and of what order are the sums for the 
purchase of machinery by various Government Departments themselves We 
hem that machinery for various depirtments such as Railways, Public Works 
etc is running into crores of rupees T n other words, several hundred crores 
worth of orders are being placed in the United Kingdom on Government account 
during the current period That is the question 
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The Honourab’e Sir Archibald Rowlands • , -< rc •-<> it would i du<e the 

stuhng balances 

Mr Manu Subedar Are the ordeis hens; jiliccd' 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands l mi alraid [ have not got the 

information leadily available but I will get it for the Honourable Member 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact that 
many Honourable Members do not agree with the policy of Government about 
their planning? Will the Honourable Member consider the advisability of not 
spending any money on this planning without giving an opportunity to this 
House to express their opinion on the planning polic \ of the Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands. I think the House will have plenty 
of opportunity m the course of the next three weeks to examine the proposals 
Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad Mav I ask the Honourable Member not to include 
any item m the Budget about planning policy without takmg the opinion of the 
House ? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: I have included them m the 
Budget and it is ior the House to do what thev like with it 

Sri M Ananth&sayanam Ayyangar: May I know if any plans are complete? 
Whit ire then financial implications 1 How much does the Centre bear and 
how much do the Provinces bear? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands. There are several plans, and some 
of them are complete 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar- What proportion of contribution does he 
propose to include in his Budget for use by the provinces? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: Approximately thirty crores 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar What percentage of the total financial 
cost of all the plans? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands The total plans for all the provinces 
within the next five years added up cost about Rs 900 crores 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad May I ask whether the Honourable Member has 
examined the position that their planning is the planning for millionaires and 
hi I o i uris uid not fm Hit benefit of the poor people 9 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands It I spot au\ such plans, I will 
throw them out 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Thirty crores out of a total of 900 crores 
seem to be very small proportion May I know from the Honourable Member 
on wlnt basis the contribution of 80 crores is made’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands It is a start 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Does it mean that the Government of 
India propose to contribute the entire 900 crores to the Provinces? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands 1 I do not think, they can, even 
if they want to do They have no such intention 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar 1 What is the present pioposal? Whai 
percentage do the Government propose to contribute to Provinces m instal¬ 
ments 9 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands It was not any expressed propor 
tion of expenditure incurred liv Provmces The Provinces were told that thev 
could plan on the basis of this that thev max expect from the Centre, during the 
first five yeais, approximately Rs 250 eroi.es in total 

Mr Manu Subedar Tn view of the fact that the Government’s statement on 
the subject was very obscure, mav I know what portion of Government of 
India s contribution is intended to be recovered and what portion will be given 
in the shape of grants which will not be recovered? Will the Honourable 
-Member issue a statement clarifying the position? 
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The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I shall have a look at the state¬ 
ment again today I do not think myself that the statement was obscure 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know how the Government of 

India piopose to make this advance of Rs B r >0 crore6, is it from revenue or by 
w.i\ of loan > 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Both, Sir 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar What percentage by way of loan and 

what peicelitage from ie\enues? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Appioximatelv equal percentages 
Prof N G Ranga Were the provinces consulted in the matter or was the 
whole thihg arbitrarily fixed? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands It was done in closest consultation 

with the provinces 

Reciprocity regarding Representation of Pressmen 
900 *Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar- Will the Honourable Member for 

Information and Broadcasting please state 

(a) if press representatives from other countries ot the world are allowed 
to stay in India and send out messages to their respective countries, if so, 
what countries are represented by piessmen or press agencies, 

(b) it pressmen 01 my kind of oui representatives are allowed in those 
countries, 

(c) if there are any such countries which do not allow piessmen from India 
into then countries, and 

(d) it the unsvei to (n) is m the iffirnutive, whcthei he proposes to 
consider taking necessary action to put matters on a basis of abso’ute 
leciproutv ’ 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan (a) \es America, Russia, China, 
France, Austialin and New Zealand 

(b) and (c) As far as the Government of India are aware, no case hRs arisen 
of refusal b\ these countries to allow representatives of the Indian Press to enter 
them 

(d) The question does not arise * 

INA Personnel in Military Concentration Camps in India and Outside 
301 *Sri V Gangaraju (a) Will the War Secretary please state how many 
INA officers and other ranks are still m military concentration camps in 
India and how many are outside India? 

(b) What is the number of camps in which INA men are kept? 

(c) How many camps are located m each Province, and how many INA 
men are kept m each camp? 

(d) How many of the INA men have been interrogated till now? After 
interrogation how many of them have been released? 

(e) What is the number of I N A women? 

(f) Have Government brought any of the INA women to India, If so 
what is their number and in what camps and in which Provinces are they 
kept and what is the policy of Government with regard to I N A women’s 
release ? 

(g) How many INA Medical Officers are there in military concentration 
camps in India and outside India? 

(h) Do Government pay sa’anes to the INA Medical Officers? If so, to 
how manv, and what amounts? 

(i) Why Government still keep the INA medical men m detention when 
there are no charges of ciimes and atrocities against them? When do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to release them? 

(j) In view of the proved patriotism of the INA men, are Government 
prepared to absorb suitable men of the INA in Government employment? 
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Mr P XMdni There aie no concentration campB I assume the Honour¬ 
able Member means Holding and Enquiry centres 

(a) Since I answered two similar questions last Tuesday, information has 
come to hand about further arrivals from overseas The total number!, of 
military members of the I N A at Holding and Enquiry centres in India on the 
2nd February was 5,440 There were approximately 3,022 still held overseas 

(b) and (c) Of these 5,440 persons 3,367 were in Jhingergacha, 1,579 m 
Multan, 127 m Delhi Cantonment, 82 m the Red Foit, 31 at Bairagarh, and 254 
were in hospitals 

(d) As stated before approximately 11,000 have been interrogated, of whom 
all have been released unconditionally except f o r the 28 who were convicted 

(e) and (f) About 500, none of whom have beta brought to India As 
regards Government’s pohev for dealing with them, 1 understand from the Home 
Department which is the Department concerned, that there is no objection to 
their coming to India and thev will not be held for interrogation when they 
come 

(g), (h) and (i) 37 m India and 7 overseas These officers receive the same 
treatment as other militaiy officeis who joined the I N A Their cases are 
being investigated os rapidly as possible and 14 have already been released 
(]) 1 cannot agree that their patriotism has been proved and have already 
explained the reasons why thev cannot be found anv further employment 
Seth Govind Das Is there anv I N A oamp m Jubbulpore’ 

Mr P Mason No, Sir 

Seth Govind Das How is it that so many I N A prisoners are released 
from Jubbulpore ? 

Mr P Mason As I have explained already, those who were classified as 
having been misled are discharged and not dismissed They go to their regi¬ 
ment il centres uheie then final iciounts their clothing and things of that kind 
arc settled up They rerniin m Ihe regimental centres, as a rule for five or 
ten davs That must be the reason, for their going lo Jubbulpore 

Seth Govind Das Hag the Honourable Member seen a statement issued by 
a released jirisoner from Jubbulpore jail about the atrocities committed m 
lubbulpore jail itself' 

Mr P Mason No Sir If it was m Jubbulpore jail, then he was not a 
militaiy membei of I N A 

Sardar Mangal Singh The Honourable Member referred to military I N A 
nun \.Ja\ 1 inquire whether any member of civil I N A has been brought to 
hull i ’ 

Mr P Mason I want notice 

Prot. N. ft. Ranga Who deals with the civilian section of I N A men? 

Mr P Mason The Honourable the Home Member 

Victory-day Parade at Delhi 

302. ♦'Sri M Ananthasayaaam Ayyangar (a) Will the War Secretary 
please state if arrangements ne being made tc. celebrate the Victory Day 
once again by a parade of the troops at Delhi during this year’ 

(b) Is it proposed to bring m all units of the army from the various parts 
of India on that day, including officers and other Ranks? 

(c/) How many so'diers **e likely to take part, and what is the probable 
cost of (i) bringing in the soldiers and their transportation allowances, and (n) 
then arrangements here? 

(d) What was the cost to the Central Exchequer for the celebration of the 
V G and V-J days and other parades held on the occasion of the distribution 
of Victoria Crosses, separately? 

(e) What is the need for having a parade once again in Delhi? 
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Mr P. Mason- (a) Yes, Sir Victory Week will be celebrated in 
the 4th to the 9th of next month, and a Victory Parade will be held on the 7th 

(b) No, Sir, not all units Selected units which are representative of India’s 
fighting forces are coming from various parts of India and will take par 
Victory Parade 

(c) About 10,000 It is estimated that the expenditure on their transporta¬ 

tion to Delhi and back will be in the neighbourhood of 4 lakhs of rupees The 
estimated expenditure on other arrangements in Delhi is Rs 6 lakhs which 
includes accommodation but not such items as rations which are a normal charge 
wherever troops may be » 

(d) The information asked for is not readily available I am collecting it and 
shill I iv a st itement on the table in due course 


(e) Because, Sir, with the help of God and our allies, we have defeated the 
greatest militarv power in history 

Seth Govmd Das. In view of the present distressing circumstances in the 
country and of its poverty, do the Government not think this will be a waste of 
money ? 


Mr P Mason No, Sir 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar What is the victory which is being 
celebrated ? 


Mr P Mason Victories over Germany and Japan 

Sjt. N V Gadgil. Is it the victory of Imperialism over Fascism? 

Mr P Mason No, Sir 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know whether this victory was not 
celebrated individually over Germany as V E day and over Japan as V J day? 

Mr P Mason. Small local celebrations were held, but it was announced 
at the time that there would be an opportunity for more organised celebrations 
during the wmter 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar 1 Was there not a celebration here m 
Delhi during that period? 

Mr P Mason Yes, Sir , 

Mr Manu Subedar* In view of the famine staring the country in the face 

and in view of the prospect of a deficit Budget which the Honourable the 
Finance Member is going to present, is it too late to stop this heavy expenditure 
which my Honourable friend thinks will be incurred ? 


Mr P Mason* It is too late to stop the major part of the expenditure whioh 
was on accommodation 


Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar In view of the broadcast speech of His 
Excellency the Viceroy, mav I know if these questions and answers had been 
communicated to His Excellency for further consideration? 

Mr P Mason* No, Sir, I have only just answered these questions I do not 
quite see the relevancy because the amount of food that will be consumed will 
be exactly the same wherever the troops are Thev eat just the same 


Verification of Retort of Death of Netaji Subhash Chaneba Bose 


303 *Shri Satya Narayan Sinha (on behalf of Shrl Mohan Lai Sakaena): (a) 

Will the Honourable the Home Member be pleased to state whether Government) 
took any steps to verify the reported death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose? 
If so, what? 

(b) What are the names of all the important Indians associated with Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose who are supposed to have gone into hiding? 
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The Honourable Sir John Thome (a) I would refer the Honourable Member 
to the reply given to Sardar Mangal Singh's starred question No 223, on the 
12th February 

(b) The only important associates ol Mr Subhash Chandra Bose whose 
present whereabouts are unknown are Afessrs Deb Nath Das and A N Sarkar 

(6) Written Answers 
Definition of the Teem “Pension” 

304. *Babu Bam Nar&y&n Singh (a) Will the War Secretary pleabe refer to 
his reply to starred quebtiou No 1277 of the 22nd Marrh, 1945, and to the 
definition of the term ‘Pension given in Section 311 ot the Government of 
India Act, 1935, and state the statutory authority 

(l) for the declaration that Section 136 of tin Army Act applieb onlv to Pay 
and not to “Pension”, and 

(n) foi treating lYnsiou as an iinolumtut mdepench ut of the s''Mnory 
definition which r akes it include ‘rctiicd pay , payable in respect o‘ service 
rendered > 

(b) Does he proposi to tike action in cases iffei ted hv the declaration m (a) 
*bov«? If so, what? 

Mr P Mason (a) ind (b) The distinction between military piy and pen¬ 
sion is a matter of the interpretation of the Army Act and the Indian Army 
Act The interpretation given by my predecessor has the support of long usage 
and has not so far as I am aware previously been challenged 

Section 311 of the Government of India Act of 1935 is irrelevant to the inter¬ 
pretation of the Army Act 

Distinction between His Majesty’s Indian Forces and His Majbsty’s Foboes 
in India 

305 *Babu Ram Narayan Singh (a) Will the W ir Secretary please T eter to 
staried question No 1394 ot the 27th March, 1945, and state 

(1) if Government Ini', not distinguished between His Majestv’s Indian Forces 
and His Majistv s Forces m Tndia leteired tr m section 235 of the Govern¬ 
ment of Indn Act 1935, and 

(n) if the rules embodied m Pension Regulations 1940 governing stoppages, 
forfeiture, reductions, deductions m respect ot emoluments of ‘ Pav ’, “retired 
Pav”, disability Pension, famih Pensions Vn tons Cross Allowance and Jangi 
Inam to personnel of His Majestv’s Indian Forces have, in fact, been framed with 
the previous approval of the Seiretarv of State for Tndia or of the Secretarv of 
State as referred to in that section of the Government, of India Act’ 

(b) Does he propose to review the rules in (a) above’ If so, when? If not, 
why not? 

Mr P Mason* (a) I am afraid my predecessor’s reply to Starred Question 
No 1394 of the 27th March, 1945, was misleading Section 235 of the Con¬ 
stitution Act empowers the Secretary of State to specify what rules or regula- 
toons shall be made with hi* consent, and the rules made by the Governor Gen¬ 
eral are not made under the authority of that section 

The rules ir Pension "Regulations for the Army m India were made by the 
Governor-General, and m respect of the personnel referred to m Rule 1 thereof, 
most of whom are personnel of His Majesty’s Indian Forces, they have received 
the approval of the Secretary of State 

The expression “His Majesty’s Forces in India” includes “His Majesty’s 
Indian Forces” 

fb) Attention is drawn to the press note issued on the 29th January, 1946, 
announcing the appointment of a committee to make recommendations on the 
Post-war pay, allowances and pensions of the three Defence Services The 
terms of reference of the committee, as already announced, are to review the 
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rates and the rules for the grant of pay and allowances, pensions and, gratuities 
of the Indian Armed Forces and personnel of the British Armed Forces serving 
m India, and to make recommendations on these matters to the Government of 
India 

Stoppage of Allowances to Indian Personnel Fob Special Deeds of Bhavwy 

308 *Babu Bam Narayan Singh (a) Has the attention of the War Secretary 
been drawn to the fact that Victoria Cross Allowance, Military Cross Allowance, 
and Jangi 1 minis which His Excellency the Governor General of India haa 
granted to the Indian personnel m lespcct ol special deeds of bravery, have 
been stopped bv the orders ot officeis other tlnn the prescribed officers and no 
notice has been taken of Section 300 (2) of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
which enacts that no pension shill be stopped oi reduced except on ordero by 
His Excellency the Governor General m exercise of lus individual judgment 9 

(b) Does he propose to give Tin other iplief to persons and families affected 
by the stoppage referred to m (a)’ If so, ubac 9 If not why not 9 

Mr p Mason fa) No, Sir It the Honourable Member will give me details 
of any such cases I shall have the matter looked into 

(h) Does not arise 

Value of Hioh Denomination Notes in Circulation 

307 *Seth Govrnd Das Will the Honoui ible the Finance Member be pleased 
to state 

(a) the total y due of high denomination notes in emulation m India before 
the High Denomination Bank Notes (Demonetisation) Ordinance came into force, 

(b) the total value ot such notes which we>e exchanged for notes of small 
denomination—after this Ordinance came into force, 

(c) yvhether the Honourable Member is iwnie* of the fact that the time limit 
given was quite insufficient for the ilhteiate public of the villages who live hund¬ 
reds of miles ayvtn from the treasury m the interior of the countrv, and 

(d) if Government are aware that this nile of fixing tune limit for the ex¬ 
change of high denomination notes and submitting the holder of such notes to 
a searching inquiry is x distinct depaiture horn the procedure puisued in other 
western countries specially England whete holdeis- of such notes have been 
granted indefinite period to exchange these notes and no enquiry is made in 
general, regaidmg the rvherpabouts of such notes' 1 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Bowlanda (a) I would invite the Honourable 
Member's attention to the answer I gave on the 12th February 1946, to part (a) 
of the starred question No 213, by Mr Venkatasubba Reddiar 

(b) Rs 120 08 crores up to the 9th February 1946 

(c) I do not share the Honourable Member’s view judging by the amount of 
high denomination notes exchanged so far I assume that be has seen Finance 
Department Notification No D 559-FIII/46, dated the 26th January, 1946, 
which provides for a furthei extension of the time-limit at the discretion of the 
Governor and the Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank ip special cases 

(d) Yes, Sir but the measures taken were much less strong than m one of 
the countries which the Honourable Member no doubt has m mmd 

Black Marketing in High Denomination Notes 

308 *Seth Qovind Daa‘ Will the Honourable the Finance Member pleas* 
state 

(a) how far the Government of Tndin have been successful m achieving their 
object for which the High Denomination Bank Notes (Demonetisation) Ordlnano* 
waa promulgated, 

(b) the number of cases of black market and bribery which have been 
detected on account of the promulgation of this Grdinanoe, and 

(ej if it is a fact that notes of high denominations i e of Rs 1,000 each have 
heen sold for six ta eight hundred rupees m some parts of this country, if so-, 
the number of cases detected of this nature’ 
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The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) and (b) Pending the results 
of a scrutiny of the declaration foims it will be piemature to give an apprecia- 
tion of thp position, but 1 am veiy satisfied with the progress made to date 

(c) [ am not able to confiim the rcpoit to which the Honourable Member 
refers, nor have I yet heard from the Provincial Government's ot any pmsoiufioqt- 
recommended by them 

Harassing Treatment by the Income -Tax Officer, Crhindwara 

309 *Seth Oovind Das (a) Will the Honoiuable the finance Member he 
pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that there is consideiable resuil- 
ment amongst the Income tax as3essees of the Seoni town and Rub-DiviS'on in 
the Ohlnndwara Distnct, ('hhmdwara Income tix Circle, m the Central Provrn- 
6es due to the humiliating and Inn issing tic itmcnt given to them by the IncomS- 
ta\ Offieei, ('hhmdwara, who gives dav to da idjournments and keeps the 
persons summoned waiting from 11 t u to 6 p M.? 

(b) Ts it a fact that c iscs m seldom cilkd it ihe horns stated in the 
summons and that in one case i person w is < died for five cons cutivc davs 
and m another for eight days by enforcing dailv adjournments? 

(c) Is it a fact that cises have been fixed b him on Sundaes and then the 
unfortunate parties have been made to wnt till 4 p m is the Officer in ques¬ 
tion, was getting his car repaired till 2pm md then went out to ts’ e its trial for 
another two boms’ 

(d) Does the Honournolc Member ptopose to tike steps to pul an end to th'S 
state of affairs ab no action h.iB been taken b\ the Income-tax Commissioner, 
Central Province and United Piovipce Lucknow though the relevant informa¬ 
tion had reached him? 

Mr BOA Cook (a) (b), (c) and (d> Allegations such as those made 
by the Honourable Member have not been brought to the notice of either the 
Commissioner of Income tax or the higher authorities concerned, since Mr 
Gwalrc wis tiansferred to Chhindwnra Such complaints were, hovyevei. made 
during the time Mr Gwalre was posted at Saugor Government will not 
tolerate such conduct in <n public servant and it is largely due to Mr Gwalre’s 
erratic habits that the Commissioner did not permit him to cross the second 
efficiency bar and that he has been given notice that he will be compulsorily 
retired from service as from the 28rd of June 1946 In fact he is now on leave 
preparatory to retirement It is incorrect to suggest that the Commissioner of 
Income tax concerned has not taken any action 

Ppbuoation of Notes re Lend-Lease Arrangement with USA 

310. *Mr K C. Neogy. Has the attention of the Honourable the Finance 
Member been drawn to the assurance given bv Sir Jeremy Haisman m the 
Legislative Assembly on the 26th March, 1945, as reported at page 2065 of the 
Assembly Debates of that date, that an exhaustive note dealing yvith the lend- 
lease arrangements with USA will be prepared and published’ If so, when 
can a publication of this natuie be expected to be available to the Members of 
this House? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Howlands. With your permission Sir, I pro¬ 
pose to answer questions 310 and 31J together 

Lease-lend and Reciprocal Aid arrangements with United States of America 
as well as the Mutual Aid arrangements with Canada terminated on the 2nd 
September 1945 The compilation of the data relating to these arrangements is 
in progress Discussions will be parted in March with the United States Gov 
eminent in Washington to arrive at a settlement A full statement to the House 
will be made in due course 
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Effect of Termination of Lend-Lease and Reverse Lend-Lease Arrange¬ 
ments BETWEEN USA AND INDIA 

1311 *Mr X O Neogy (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 

pleihed to state whether the lend 1c ise md reverse lend-lease arrangements 
between USA and India, as also the operation of the Tndo-Canadian Mutual 
aid agteernent have been termiintcd ’ If so, with effect from which date? 

(hi When is the accounting of the lend-lease and reverse lend lease arrange¬ 
ments between USA and India and the mutual aid agreement between 
India and Canada, likely to be completed? 

Trial of Biharee IN A Men 

312 *0houdhury Md Abld Hussain (a) Will the War Secretary be 
pleased to state the number of Biharee I N A men who are under custody, and 
whether they ire going to be tried by court-martial 7 

(b) How many of them are Muslims? 

Mr P Mason (a) So far <is T have been able to ascertain in the time at my 
disposal, four I N A men fioin Bihar have been brought back to Tndia No 
evidence has vet come to light which would render them liable to court martial 

(h) Apparently there ire no Muslims amongst them 

Amount of Collection of Different War Funds 

813. *Srl M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member please state 

(a) the total amount collected under the following heads in the whole if 
T ndis during the past 6ix years (l) Governor’s War Funds, (n) Red Cross dona¬ 
tions, and (m) other war funds and contributions from British India, 

(b) the amounts still outstanding (unspent) m those funds md vh it is pro¬ 
posed to be done with them, 

(c) whether the accounts of those funds were uidited b\ quilitied mditors 

and 

(d) whether it is proposed to consult the public who contributed these funds 

as to the disposal of the balances, if any? t 

Mr B C A Cook The Government of Lndin have no information leadily 
avai’able in regard to the various Provincial Governors Wai Funds or lied 
Cross (olhctions oi othu w lr funds As regards the Vueroi s Wai Purposes 
Fund, the answers are 

(i) Rs 12 83,00,000 of wiinh about Rs 6,75 00,000 have been contributed 
by tile States 

(b) Rs 1 69,00,000 Of this Rs 41 lakhs were contributed for specific 
purposes such as the Red Cross, the benevolent funds of the Services, etc 
An mgeirunts are being made for their transfer to these objects Amongst 
these earmarked donations is a gift of Rs 14 lakhs from the Sudan Govern¬ 
ment m commemoration of the part played by Indian troops m the defence of 
the Sudan His Excellency with the approval of the Sudan Government pro¬ 
poses to devote this sum to the Military Academy which is being set up as the 
Indian War Memorial The remaining Rs 128 lakhs represent contributions 
not earmarked by the donors for any specific purpose, which are to be spent 
at His Excellency’s discretion on beneficient purposes connected with the war 
On this matter His Excellency is advised by an Appeal Committee created to 
help him in the administration of the Fund 

(c) Yes, by the Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, as Honorary 
Auditor 

(d) The disposal of the balances is now under His Excellency’s consideia 
tion, and will be done m consultation with his Committee, in furtherance of the 
objects of the Fund 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No S10 
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Profits dub to Sale of South African Gold to India 

814. *811 M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (a) Will the Honourable the 
Frnanoe Member be pleased to state if his attention has been drawn to the 
Reuter news from Cape Town, published on page 8 of the Evening News of the 
Uimhrttan Timex of the 2nd of February that the South African Finance 
Minister, Mr J F Hofmeyr, stated m the Assembly, that the Union Treasury 
was benefited by Cl 072,182 being her share of profats made on sale of gold to 
India? 

(b) What is the total amount of gold sold to India by South Africa, from 
June 1940 to September 1945, and what were the purchase and sale prices, 
and through which Agency the gold was sold? 

(c) What is the share of the British Government in the profits made m 
the transaction? Why was if allowed to inteivene and whv did not the Gov¬ 
ernment of India have direct dealings with South Africa? 

(d) Did any portion of the profits go to the Government of Tndia 9 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) No Sir, I rarely look at the 
HiiuListmi Tim is nn'iss it < out mis v Shankar ( irtoon hut mv attention has 
briii driwn to a similar article 

(b) No gold w is sold to Tndia by South Africa 

(c) ind (d) Tin gold was sold in India on behalf of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment and the fiovi inrnent of the United States of America to assist them in 
meeting their war expenditure in Tndm A similar arrangement with the 
South African Govermmnt was not nr c< ssarv The Government of India are 
not, uvnrt of the .mangrrnents between Ills Majesty’s Government and the 
South African Government 

Cancellation of Arms Licences by the District Magistrate, Delhi 

315 *Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (a) Will the Honourable the Home 
Member be pleased to state if it is a fart that the District Magistrate, Dilhi, 
has cancelled recently and is still cancelling a huge immbrr of licences for guns 
and revolvers on the ground that the holders of these licences did not purchase 
any ammunition during the last foui or five ■years? 

(IV) Is it i fact th it among the persons whose licences hive thus been can¬ 
celled are high Government Officials and Government pensioneis, some of whom 
have been holding these licences for the last twentv years or even longer? 

(c) Is it not a fact that during the period of war ammunition was not easily 
available and it was very difficult for the civil population to obtain vt? 

(d) Is the action of the District Magistrate, Delhi, a part of anv new policy 
of Government to disaiin compktek the civil population? 

(e) If the answer to part (d) above is m the negative, do Government pro¬ 
pose to direct the District Magistrate, Delhi, to stop cancelling any more licences 
and renew those which he has already cancelled on the ground mentioned 
ibove f 

The Honourable Sir John Thome (i) Ye= 

(b) No T,k i me- of sc mug Government officials have not been cancelled 
and if those of Government pensioners have been cancelled, it is because there 
is ( videncc to show that such persons are not m need of fire arms 

(c) Kicentlv vos hut imnuinition was available in sufficient quantity until 
1942 

(d) No 

(e) No 

Trial of Raja Mahendra Pratab in Jatan 

316 *Sardar Mangal Singh Will the War Secretaly please state 

(a) whether Raja Mahendra Pntap is being tried as a war criminal in 
Japan, 

(h) whether the Government of India was informed of this decision, 
whethei there are any arrangements for his defence, and 

(o) whether proper facilities will be given to anv of his relations or fnenda 
who may wish to go to Japan for his defence? 
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Mr. P. Mo io n . This question should have been addressed to the Secretary, 
External Affairs Department, who has agreed to answer it on the 2£ad of Feb¬ 
ruary 1946 

Cancellation of Warrant of Arrest against Jwala Prasad 

317 ‘Pandit Mukut Bihan Lai Bhargava. Will the Honourable the Home 
Member be p'eased to state if, m view of the changed political circumstances. 
Government arc contemplating cancellation of the w unant of arrest issued 
against Jwala Prasad of Ajmer? It not, why? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne The wairaut has been cancelled 
Cancellation of Detention Order against Mr RaghUraj Sin^h 

318 ‘Pandit Mukut Bihan Lai Bhargava. (a) Will the Honourable the 
Home Membei be pleased to state the particulars of the various charges, 
and the detention orders made undei Uules 12*> and 2b of the Defence of India 
Itqles. against Mr Bagliuiaj Singh, M A , at present confined in the Central Jail 
Ajmer? 

(b) Are Government now contemp'ating to advise the Chief Commissioner, 
Ajmer-Merwara, to cancel the detention order against Mr Haghuraj Smgh, 
M A , and ilso to remit Ins m’naming term of imprisonment, in view of the 
changed political situation? If not, wh\ not? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome (a) and (bj Mr Raghuraj Singh was 
undergoing a sentence of imjirisonment for having escaped from jail while a 
security pnsonei lie has now been released 

Removal of Restrictions against Raja Mahrndra Pratap 

319 ‘Pandit Mukut Bihan Lai Bhargava. (a) Will the War Secretary be 
pleased to state if Raja Maheudra Pratap has been (nought to India MPds* 
arrest 1 If so where and under what conditions is he being kept at present? 

(b) If the leply to (a) is in the negative, do Government propose to disolose 
his present wheienbouts 1 

(c) Are Government aw’aie that Raja Mahendra Piatap has all along beep 
an advocate of world peace, and has a'way a worked for hum&njtanan and 
pacifist policies like the establishment of a World Federation? 

(d) If Government have any information that the Aryan Army founded by 
Raja Mahendra Pratap was not an army to take part m the war but a body 
of volunteers and pacifists to work against all wars? 

(e) In view of the changed political circumstances and pubjic opinion, and 
particularly, in view of the Government’s policy regarding the IN A men, 
do Government propose to remove restrictions on the free and unhampered 
movement of Raja Mahendra Pratap in India? 

Mr P Mason This question should have been addressed to the Secretary, 
External Affairs Department, who has agreed to answer it on the 22nd of Feb¬ 
ruary 1946 

Grievances of R A F and R I A F Personnel 

320 ‘Diwan Ohaman Lall Will the War Secretary please state 

(a) the number of Royal Air Force and Royal Indian Air Force personnel, 
which recently went on strike, 

(b) the reasons for the strike, and 

(c) the action taken by Government to redress their grievances? 

Mr, P Mason (a) The RAF personnel in question refused their duty 
for reasons connected with the RAF demobilisation scheme which is the 
concern of His Majesty’s Government No further reply therefore in respect 
of these personnel is proposed 

In respect of R I A F personnel, the numbers totalled approximately 5,200 
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(h) and (c) Sip, I welcome the opportunity of making a statement regarding 
these acts of collective indiscipline which have been called strikes To save the 
time of the House, I lay on the table a statement showing the localities m 
which these incidents took place and the numbers involved 

The reasons alleged were various and T have included in the statement hud 
on the table the measures taken to remedy those in which there was any sub¬ 
stance X would however emphasise the fact that there are legitimate channels 
for the expression of legitimate grievances and every senior officer is anxious to 
put them right There was nothing m any of the minor complaints which 
justified the action taken by the men 

The true reason hehnid the men’s attitude appears however to be a com¬ 
parison of their pav and other conditions of service with the British Other Banks 
of the RAP The RT AP are ilread v pnid fed and usually accommodated 
better than tile Tndian Army, and it is obvious that to put them on the same 
level as the RAF would involve eoriesponding increases m the pay of the 
other two Services and would other oiormouslv swell the Defence Budget or 
reduce the size of the Aimed Foices which ean be maintained in peace Such 
an increase would also obviouslv have re percussions throughout the country If 
it is adjudged that «uch a step is necessary, this would obviously be a most 
inappropriate time to do it and it should be left to the decision of the future 
Government In the meantime a committee has been appointed to consider 
the whole question of the pav of the three Services 

I would add a word of warning The means taken by these men of bringing 
their wishes to notice was quite unjustifiable and indiscipline of this nature will 
not he peinutted to continue Tf it persists it will he necessary to take serious 
disciplinary action 


Tho -lclual incidents 
Dngh Road 
Avadi 
Mauripur 
Cawnpore 
Dura Dura 
Trichmopoly 
Kankmara 


numbei of 


Vtattmfnt 

gisonnel invohed and the dates are as follows — 
700 Jan 20 and 21 
500 Jan 21 
450 Jan 23 
750 Jan 26 to Jan 30 
100 Jan 2# 

250 Feb 1 
600 Feb 2 


(1) 306 Maintenance Unit 

(2) No 1 Demob Centre 
Yelaharvka— 

(1) No 4 RIAF Squadron 

(2) HQu No 228 Group 
Bombay— 

(1) Marine Drive Camp 

(2) RIAF Records 

(3) Base Personnel Office 


350 Feb 4 and 5 
150 Feb 11 and 12 

200 Feb 5 
80 Feb 6 

1000 

400 Feb 9 and 11 

5 °„ 


Delhi 


400 Feb 16 


The first incident occurred at Dngh Road, Karachi on January 20th and I have already 
covered it in rav statement to the House on the 4th Feb 1946 in reply to Diwan Chaman 
Lai’s adjournment motion 

Since January 20th a series of other incidents have occurred The main complainta 
related to pay and allowances, demobilization, accommodation, working hours, rations, 
travelling faoihties, canteens and hospitals In regard to pay and allowances, Government 
have already announced the appointment of a Pav Committee which is now examining the 
question of the postwar rates of pay for all three services As regards RIAF demobi- 
lmation some 2,000 personnel were, in fact, demobilized over the period October December 
1869. It is planned to eSect tip demobilization of a farther 5,600 hy the end of April 
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1946 and this programme has 
accommodation is in some respects better ; 
hours of R I A F airmen have now been 
break of li hours for lunch Saturday afternoons and 
draw a special scale of rations which is equated with tl 
better than the corresponding Army ration Cantec 
R I A F airmen wherever suitable buildings exist 


8 hours to 7 hours a day, with a 
indays are holidays The RIAF 
t of the R I N and is considerably 
sei vices are made available for 
here such buildings do not exist, 


RIAF airmen use RAF canteens Hospitals are provided for the R T A F on tba 
same basis as for the Army Any considerable improvement in the scales of pa\ and 
allowances, rations, accommodation, and travelling facilities would have to be extended to 
all three Services, would involve very laige expenditure and, therefore, requires most 
careful consideration 

The AOf in C Air Marshal S-n Rodenik Carr has personally visited Karachi, 
Cawnpore, and Calcutta and has himself heard the gnevances of the men The present 
position is that, in all cases except Delhi the men have resumed work on the assurance 
that their complaints are being investigated 

Nationalities of W AC (I«) over the Rank of Captain 

321 *Diwan Cham an Lall Will the War Secretary please state 

(a) the figures, by nationalities, of the WAG (I) over the rank of Captain 
as they stand today 

(b) the number ol piomotions made ot Indians, since October 1946, 

(o) the number ol AT h of W A A F and WRNS who lmvc displaced 
or are under orders to displace W A C (1), and 

(d) how long it is planned to keep the W A <’ (1) m existence’ 

Mr P Mason (i) The figures by n uion ilties of W \ C (1) over the rank 
of Captain are as follows 


(n) 7 Indim auxiliaries have been comnns-ioned since October 1945 

(o) No peisonnel of the W A C (1) have been or will be replaced by W R N b , 
W A A I oi ATS The W R N S and W A A F have worked with the Royal 
Navy and Royal Air Force only in South East Asia Command, and have never 
been under the control of the Government of India As previously explained, 
the ATS as a Service began in 1938 while *he W \ C (I) was not formed 
until 1942 md therefore it nas of issistnnce to the W AC (I) to brmg out a 
small numbei of ATS to help m tiammg and in filling certain specialist 
appointments The total number ot A 1 S at present m India is equal to 
about 1 per cent of the whole W A C ( I ) 

(d) It has already been decided to disband the W A C (1) 

Terms of Enrolment of W A C (I) 

322 *Diwan Ohaman Lall Will the W ir Secretary please state 

(a) whether all W A C (I) an enrolled on similar terms irrespective of 

their nationality, 

(b) whethei British personnel is granted short leave to UK at Govern¬ 
ment expense, 

(c) when it is planned to pay war gratuities, and 

(d) the reasons for the resignation of Miss Range Rao and Mrs Snmwasan? 
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Mr P. Mason (a; All WAG (i; are enrolled on the same terms, irrespec¬ 
tive ol tlieir nationality 

(b) Officers and auxiliaries of the W A G (I) ot non-Asiatic domicile are 
eligible for the grant of 28 days short leave to U K at Government expense, 
subject to the following conditions 

(ij She has, in writing formally deferred tiei release for one year or more 

(n) Leave is granted as a reward for good service m the W A G (1) in over¬ 
seas areas or concessional areas in India where expatriation allowance to Indian 
soldiers is admissible 

(111) Preference is given to those individuals who have a minimum of two 
years service and also to those who have served m operational areas 

The number of vacancies available monthly for WAG (l) personnel proceed 
ing on short 'cave is 8 per mensem 

(c) War Gi ituities admissible to WAG (1) personnel under the provisions 
of A I (I) 798/45 are payable as follows 

(i) Member*. le'eased dining thi release period (t e , on or after the 8th May 
1945) are paid immediately on conclusion of lelease leave 

(n) Members who became non effective before the commencement of the 
normal release period are being paid as rapidly as possible 

(d) The reasons for the resignation of Miss Rangarao and Mrs Snmwasan 
have been given in reply to parts (a) and (b) of Starred Question No 196, asked 
by Mr Ayyangar, on the 12th February 1946 

Representation of Muslims in Gazetted Grades of the Central 
Excise Department 

323 *Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. (a) Will the Honourable the Finance 

Member please lay a statement on the table of the House showing the re¬ 
presentation of Muslims in the gazetted grades of Collectors, Deputy Collec¬ 
tors, Assistant Collectors and Superintendents, sepaiately, in all the Oollec- 
torates of the Central Excise Department of the Government of India? 

(b) Will he kindlj also state whether the representation of Muslims is 
being observed in this dcpirtment in accordance with the policy laid down in 
the Home Department Resolution of 1934? 

(c) If the answei to (b) is in the negative, what are the reasons for this 
departure from the principles enunciated by Government'’ 

Mr. B. O. A. Oook. With your permission, Sir, I will reply to parts (a), (b) 
and (c) together 

The Honourable Member presumably desires to have figures of appointments 
in order to verify that the rules relating to communal representation m the 
services have been properly applied These rules, I should explain, apply to 
direct recruitment and not to promotions The only gazetted grade amongst 
those mentioned in part (a) of the Honourable Member’s questioni which is 
filled, partly at least, by direct recruitment, is the grade of Superintendent m 
the Collectorates of Allahabad, Calcutta and Delhi A statement showing the 
representation of Muslims m this grade as well as m the grades to which the 
Honourable member has referred, is laid on the table I have no reason to 
doubt that the policy laid down in the Home Department Resolution of 1934 is 
being duly followed in the Central Excise Department 


Statement showing the representation of Muslim* in the gazetted grade of Superintendent in the 
Central Excise Collectorate of Allahabad, Calcutta and Delhi 
(An on l l 4«! 


No 


Name of Collectorate 


Total* Muslims 


1 Allahabad 

2 Calcutta 

8 Delhi 


•Half the number of vacanoies m this grade 


filled by promotion 
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Statement s*o iv*Hg the representation >tf Muslims tn the various gazetted grads* of the Ventral 

Excise ColUctorates 


{As on 1st January 19*6 ) 



Name 

Collectors 

Dy Collectors 

Asstt Collectors 

Superintendents 


Colleotorato 

Total Muslims 

Total Musluas 

Total 

Muslims 

Total Muslims 

1 

Calcutta 

1 Nil 

1 Nil 

8 

Ntl 

41 

8 

2 

Allahabad 

1 Ntl 

1 Ntl 

7 

2 

25 

9 

3 

Delhi 

I Nil 


8 

1 

34 

13 

4 

Bombay 

1 Nil 

1 Ntl 

13 

2 



5 

Madras 

1 Nil 

1 Ntl 

10 

3 

48* 

2* 


•Inspectors (who correspond to Superintendents in Northern India) 


Salk of Gold in India on behalf of His Majesty's Government and the 
USA Government 

324 *Sjt N V Gadgil Will the Honouiable the Finance Member please 
state 

(a) whether his attention has been diawn to a leport published on p 219 
of the American magazine Fortune, August 1945, stating that ‘ In twenty two 
months from August, 1943, sales of gold by Britain and USA totalled about 
seven million ounces, or nearly 250 do'laib worth figured at the U 8 price of 
35 dollars per ounce 

(b) whethei the above figure fo*- the peuod mentioned m puit (a) above is 
correct 

(c) if the unswei to (b) is m the affirmative, the amount of gold sold in 
India on behalf of His Mijest' s Government, and the amount on behalf of 
the Government of the U S A, and 

(d) the total amount of gold so tar sold on behalf ot His Majesty s Gov¬ 
ernment and on behalf of the Government of the USA? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) and (b) No Sir, I hav’nt the 
good fortune to have seen the report but the figures quoted are substantially 
correct 

(c) and (d) Subject to adjustments, some of which may be substantial, the 
amounts of gold sold during the peuod from the 8th August 1943 to the 17th 
August 1945, on behalf oi the Government of the United Kingdom and that 
of the USA were 4,507,652 and 2,955,998 ounces the total being 7,463,645 
ounces 

Profits earned bv the British and South African Government on Sale of 
Gold in India 

326 *Sjt N V Gadgil Will the Honouiable the Finance Member please 
state 

(a) whether his attention has been drawn to a Kcuter s message, from Cape 
Town dated Febiutrv 1st, 1916, published in the Timet of India, dated 
February 2nd, 1946, wherein it is stated as follows —"The South African 
Minister of Finance, Mr J H Hofmevi, told the Assembly at question time 
today that the Union Treasury hod benefited bv £1 072,182 bv sharing with 
the British Government profits made on sale of gold in India The total 
amount obtained from gold realisation charges from June 1940 to Septenmer 
1945 was £11 999,847 where of £10,016,400 have gone to the State and the 
balance to the gold mines”, 

(b) if the profit earned bv the Union Treasury is of the order of £1,072,182 
what has been the profit earned by the British Government on the sale of 
gold m India, 
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(u) whether it is a fact, as stated m the message quoted above, that the 
value of total sales from June, 1940, to September, 1945, was £11,999,84'?, 

■and 

(d) the average price at which this gold was sold in the Indian market/ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) Yes 

(b) and (c) The Government of India have no information 
(d) No South African gold as such was sold in India 6ales on behalf of 
H M G and USA were made at the prevailing market price 

Method of Payment by the Reserve Bank for the Gold sold by His 
Majesty’s Government 

326 *Sit N V Gadgil. Will the Honourable the .finance Member please 
state 

(a) whether His Majesty s <loveinnieul was pud m sterling by the Reserve 
Bank of India winch handled the sales of gold referred to in the preceding 
question on behalf of His Majesty s Government, 

(b) whether this gold was sold by His Majesty s Government in order to 
procure finance for their use m India, and whethei such rupee finance was 
disbuised by His Majesty s Government in procuring supp'ies and obtaining 
services in this country, 

(c) if the answer to (a) is m thi negative, whether a different method oi 
payment by the Reserve Bank of India foi the gold sold by His Majesty s 
Government was effected, and 

t^d) if the unsuei to the above is m the affirmative how the price of gold 
was actually paid, whether in dollats or other hard currency* 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a), (c) and (d) The rupee pro¬ 
ceeds of the gold Mies accrued to His Majesty’s Government and were utilised 
toy them towards meeting their war expenditure m India 
(b) Yes 

Payment of Family Allotments, in respect of Mrssrvo Indian Army 
Personnel 

327 *Diwan Chaman pball (a) \\ ill the War Secretary please state whether 
it is i fact th it m tin t isc ol Indian Army personnel, who have been report 
ed missing but whose deaths li ive not yet been confirmed, payments of family 
idlotments m n spec t of them uul stopped after the expiry of a certain period, 
ind the onl\ pn mints to then tamilies have been the pensions that are 
awaidnblr on lonfnmation of deaths* 

(b) Is it a ful tluir in tin case of British Army personnel, the policy of 
His Majestv s Government is to continue the payment of farmlv allotments* 
(c; What is the justification for (l) the discontinuation of family allotment, 
-and (n* the payonenf of death pensions without the confirmation of the death in 
case of soldiers who had staked their lives for the Government ’ 

(d) Wil 1 he please also state the position in respect of the British Services 
personnel serving with the Indian Army in such cases? 

Mr P Mason (a) and (c) Accord ng to the normal rules, a missing man’s 
family is pad family allotme.nt for a period of seven months after intimation 
has been received that the man s missing This is followed by a special 
family allowance for two months Thereafter the family is given a pension 
These mlcs assume that mcmv powers will, m compliance with the Prison¬ 
ers of War Oonvcnt'on, furnish promptly names o f prisoners of war taken by 
them Accordingly if anv one s not notified as a prisoner of war within 9 
months the presumption of death would normally be justifiable 

Owing to the failure of the Japanese Government to furnish names of 
^3° of Indian pusonnel missing in the Fni Hast Family illotments were 
^ prisoners of war, the Government of India suspended the normal rules in the 
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continued to families of such personnel for periods beyond those authorised by 
the rules These periods were extended from tune to tune and under existing 
orders family allotments will continue to be paid to such families up to and for 
the 31st May 1946 By that date the Government of India hope that the fate 
of those still unaccounted for will be definitely known 

(b) and (d) The reply to (b) is the negative According to the normal rules 
a missing British soldier’s family is paid family allowance of family allotment 
for twenty two weeks This period was extended, however, m the case of 
British soldiers missing m the Far East for the same reason which justified the 
continuance of family allotment m the case of Indian soldiers This family 
allowance was withdrawn, with effect from the 1st August 1945, in the case 
of soldiers missing from the 1st November 1942, and with effect from the 1st 
February 1946, in the case ot soldiers missing after the 31st October 1944 This 
applies also to British service personnel seconded to the Indian Army 

Scales of Pensions to Familieb of Indian Other Ranks 
328 *Diwan Ohaman Lall Will the War Secretary please lay on the table 
of the House a detailed statement about tlie scale of pensions admissible to 
the families of the Indian Other Ranks of the Indian Army in case of their 
death occurring while on field service? 

Mr P Mason I lay a statement on the table of the House 


Statement 

Current rates of I O R s family pension, children allowance and death gratuity are 
as follows 

(j) Family pension—Rs 16 p m 

fn) Children allowance Rs 4 p rn pci child 1’ivihle to U L Finnic pensioner whethei 
iliath o<unreel before or aftei 3 Septembei 1939 
(ill) Death gratuity (in one lump sum 

(a) If death is due to enemy action Rs 100 

(b) If death ih due to a disease or accident while sprung oierseas 

or in a hospital m India on leturn from overseas as an inv ilid Rs 50 

(c) If death occurs m circumstances other than those in (a) and 

(b) above Nil 

The scales of family pension and elnldien allowance arc the same whether an individual’s 
death occurs in a field or peace area 


Income-tax from ‘Hindu Undivided Family ’ Assessees 

329. *Puncht Thakur Das Bhargava Will the Honourable the Finnnc. 
Memnei kindly state 

(a) the amount of income tax realised from the class Hindu Undivided 
family giving figures for each Provmce, separately, 

(bj the number of ‘Hindu undivided family’ assessees giving figures for 
each Provmce, separately, 

(c) what number of persons constitute such Hiudu undivided fair.nv 
Assessees on a rough average, 

(d) what difference m the amount of tax, will result if the persons consti 
luting Hindu Undivided farmlt were assessed as individuals, and 

(e) the compenscrtoiv advantages if any, to the member of the Hindu un¬ 
divided families foi their being taxed as such members instead of as individuals’ 

Mr, B. 0 A Cook (a) and (b) T lay on the Table a statement giving the 
information requned 

(c) Government have no information 
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(d) It is not possible to give any figure It would depend on the composi¬ 
tion of the various Hindu Undivided Families and the share of the individuals 
in the income of the Hindu Undivided Family and the separate income if any 
that the members may have— 

(e) Any sum received by an assessee as a member of a Hindu Undivided 
Family where such sum has been paid out of the income of the family is 
exempt from tax and is not taken into account in computing the total income 
of the assessee member 


Statement showing number of Hindu Undivided Family assessees and amount of income-tax 
realised in 1944 45 



Province 


Amount of Income 
tax realised from 
the class ‘ Hindu 
Undivided Family’ 
in the year 

1944 45 

Number of ‘Hindu 
Undivided Family ’ 

the year 

1914 45 




R« 


Madras 



98,34,708 

12,791 

Bombay 



91,77,239 

11,794 

Bengal 



40,65,672 

4,730 

U P 



91,72,123 

12,593 

Punjab 



89,19,155 

12,833 

C P & Berar 



48,11,31b 

5,114 

Bihar 



53,31,797 

7,562 

Orissa 



8,42,048 

1,199 

Assam 



10,27,165 

1,121 

N W F P 



8,62,647 

1,153 

Delhi 



18,38,574 

1,417 

Baluchistan 



4,99,213 

699 

Sind 



9,77,008 

2.0S9 

Cooig 



5,360 

17 

Bangalore 



75,899 

34 



Ah India 

5,77,41,126 

75,172 


Disruption ou Hindu Un di\ ided Families due to Incomi Tax Act 


330 *Pandit Thakur Da3 Bhargava (a) Will the Honouiablo the Finance 
Mimbci plei&e stitc if it is a fact that partition in, and disiuptions of the 
Hindu undivided families aie caused and accelerated as a lesult of the pro 
visions of the Income-Tax Act and the classification of Hindu undivided family 
as a unit of r&scssment ? 

(b) In how many eases, during the last ten ycirs, the membeis oi the Hindu 
undivided families claimed disruption and paitition befoie the Income-Tax 
office! s and the plea was disputed, allowed or disallowed? 

Ur. B 0. A. Cook' (a) and (b) I am afraid I have no information 

Hindu Undivided Family Assessees to Super Tax and Excess Profits Tax 

331 *Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava Will tho Hououriblc the luuance 
Member kindly state 

(a) the number of Hindu undivided family Assessees assessed to Super Tax 
during the last six years. 
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(b) the numbei of Hindu Undivided family Assesses messed to both Supei 
Tax and Excess Piofits Tax during the last six years, and 

(c) the number of Hindu Undivided Assessees assessed to income tax below 
the income of Two, Four, Six, Eight and Ten thousand rupees, separately, during 
the last three years? 

Mr. B 0. A. Cook: (a) and (o) I lay on the Table a statement giving the 
information required Of the five categories of incomes mentioned in part (o) 
information in respect of incomes below rupees Four, Six and Eight thousand 
is not available from our statistics which adopt slightly different grades of 
income Information in respect of incomes below Its 3,500, Rs 5,000 and 
Rs 7,500 has therefore been given m the statement 

(b) The information asked for is not available and cannot be compiled with¬ 
out an expenditure of tune and labour which will not be commensurate with 
the result likely to be achieved 


Statement 

{a) Xu nW of Hindu ail vuloi family meiseoi assessed to super tax — 


Assessment year Number 

1939 40 851 

1940 41 1,394 

1941 42 1 820 

1942 43 2,349 

1943 44 4 321 

1944 45 4,705 


( ) Xu ab r of Hin lu unlmdod fa a ly ass'ssees assessed to inoome tax 
incomes of — 


Year 

1942 43 

1943 44 

1944 45 


Rs Rs 

2,000 3,500 

12,113 34,573 

17,881 40,555 

3,155 26,466 


Rs Rs 

5,000 7,500 

44,960 53,494 

62,848 63,747 

38,861 61,004 


below the 


Rs 

10,000 

57,813 

69,830 

57,710 


Increase of European Secretaries and Under Secretaries in Government 
of India Departments 

532 *Shn Mohan Lai Saksena Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleaded to ‘date the number of European Secretaries and Under Secretaries in 
the \ irinn-s Departments of the Government of India and what has been the 
increase m their number since April, 1939? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome 1 Of the 17 Secretaryships now in existence 
13 are held by British Officers Two of the 13 are on deputation out of India 
and Indian officers are acting for them 

In April 1939 5 out of 8 Secretaryships were held by British officers 
As regards Under Secretaries 11 out of 48 are British at the present time 
Early m 1989, of the 20 I O 8 officers holding Under Secretaryships 18 were 
British and 7 Indians 

Action re Release of Detenus since passing of Adjournment Motion 
333 *Shri Mohan Lai Saksena 1 Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken regarding the release of 
detenus since the passing of the Adjournment Motion on the subject by the 
Assembly on the 23rd January, 1946 
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The Honourable Sir John Thome: Mr Krishna Nair has since been released 

The question ol the lelease of the lemaming three persons detained under 

orders of the Central Government is still under consideration 

Action on Adjournment Motion passed re Recruitment of Eukoffans to 
Indian Civil 4Nd Police Services 

334 "’Shrt Mohan Lai Saksena (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
be pleased t' state what action, if inj has been taken on the adjournment 
motion passed bv the AssembK on the .list January, 1946 legarding the recruit¬ 
ment of Europeans to the ICS and IPS? 

(h) Will he also state the total number of vacancies, so far, reserved for 
AA ar Service candid ites as well is the number of personb so recruited’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome (a) and (b) The attention of the Honour¬ 
able Membei is invited to tin mswets given on the 12th Februdry 1946, to 
Mr Manu Subedar’s short notice question, and to Sardar Mangal Singh’s 
question No 224(b), on the above subject 

A.CCC MULATTO'S OF ADDITIONAL STERLING SFCURITirfe 

335 *Prof N 0- Ranga Will the Honomable the Finance Member be 
pleased to state 

(a) what has been the accumulation of iddjtional steiling securities obtained 
in return for India’s aides of commodities and services to tie British Govern¬ 
ment since the end of War, 

(b) thi must important commodities and services which me being supplied 
bv India to the British Government, 

(o') vvhethci Government *. ittei'tmn has been diawn to the protest made bv 
i miiubn ot Iinil ill economists published ill the lliiidu^tan I'lino oi the 1th 
hebiuaiv against these salts and acenrmil itaon of sterling securities and 

(dl when Government propose to stoy, these sales against sterling securities 
and the issue of furthei rupee cunenev’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands, (a) The total lncicase m the 
steinng holdings of the Re l -civt Bank lioin the 17th August 1945, to the 1st 
Felnuuv 1946, was Rs 1684 uoies This sum docs not, however neccssanlv 
represent the value ol goods and services uiiclcred to LIis Mi|estv s Govern¬ 
ment since V J Dav A rough estimate of the amount ot recoverable war 
expenditure since that dav is Its 1P1 irorcs o* which over one third represents 
the emoluments of troops 

(b) Apart from the services of tioops mainly various stores required for the 
maintenance of the armed forces 

(c) 1 have seen the manifesto referred to 

(d) As stated m mv answer to Mr Manu Subedar’s starred question No 74 

on the 7th February, 1946 the expenditure incurred in India on behalf of His 
Majesty’s Government is being greatly curtuled The question of the method 
of financing further expenditme recoverable horn H M G is under cons deia 
tion rt / 

(tUtrfSETCi W&c&S AVERAOF ExPENDITURF Ol 

336 *Shri Sri Prakasa Will the Honour lble the Finance Member be pleased 
to state if anv calculation has been made regarding the average expenditure on 
the answer of a question m the Legislative Assembly? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I cannot do better than refer mv 
Honourable friend to the answet given by one of m\ predecessors to a somewhat 
similar question put in 1936 The answer reads as follows 

“I have seen vinous estimate*, unging from R« 75 to Rs 300 but none of the«e was 
an official calculation and I do not think that it is woTth while Irving to make an official 
estimate I am however clem that it would condiue to economy a-, well as to comfort if 
Honourable Members could find it possib], to lestrut then (unositv to matters of real 
public interest” 

As regards this particular question, I found the answer bv working overtime 
The only expenditure involved, tnerefore, was the cost of the paper and the 
wear and tear on the typewriter 
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Names of I N A Men Hanged 

337 *Prof N G Ranga With retuuice to the leply to pait (c) of stairea 
question No 41, dated the 7th Febiuaiv, 1946 will the War Secretaiv be pleased 
to state 

(a) the names of the nine IN A men who were hanged, 

(h) their history, 

(c) the charges against them, 

(d) the convictions and judgment given bv the Court Martial, 

(e) what was done to their bodies, 

(f) whether they were provided with anv facilities foi defence, if so, what, 
and 

(g) whether their lelatives were informed about the trials, and whether they 
were given opportunities to mteiview them before they were hanged *’ 

Mr P Mason (a), (c), (d) uni (t) I lay a statement on the table 

(b) Ac/nn/s L'liattar Singh and Amii Singh when lighting foi the enemv 
weie members of a party which was responsive for c iptunng h\c o t our soldiers 
and handing them over to the Japanese Both were latei captuied while 
bearing arms against us 

Hav Duiga Mai was captuied wuen bearing urns ig mist our forces 
St pay L V Hussain Singh wbii i iptuied was Liming siilnusive 1 ip uiesi 
literature and even after capture continued to tiy to suborn our troops 

luttei Sauiar Singli took put in m eiicim i ml mi me ot out i amps and 
later infiltrated to our lineb with subvcrsne intent whtit he was unested after 
suspicion had been aroused as to lus identity 

Jan Kulm I’hand Shainin ami Ian DaVmhaditr lliapar wtie laptwied 
when leading an armed patiol igamst oui forces 

A hik Saqindai Singli desntul ulnh lus b itt ilioii w is lighting a icai guild 
action and ujoined the battalion later only to descit a second tune, taking two 
others with him to the Japanese Was finally airesttd w'hen attempting to 
infiltrate with a large sum of Japanese made Indian currency Was given the 
benefit of the doubt on the charge of w igmg wai 

L/N Charan Singh desatid to thn em m\ while his hatt ilimi w is fighting 
a rear-guaid action Conci iled lus lduitny when ancstid liter dining in 
attempt to infiltrate to our lines 

(e) The normal pioudurc is that the body of i judtcnlly executed person 
is disposal of bv the mthorities o the | ill when the execution tikes place 
accoidmg to tin n 1 gious lights of the executed net mm 11 howevei, the icl ltives 
of an executtd pi rson w sh to lemovt the body foi disposal pi mission to do 
so is noun illy glinted Thtte n no u ison to hilnvi tint iny otlin pioudute 
was lollowi d ill these e tses 

(ul Vs legnds tin Inst put, tin ucusiil, whih undei tm), weie dlowul 
to wnti to thru lclitiyes As ngirils ihe second p irt, the rilitnes were 
peumtti d to visit them hi foie the c ci ution, if they so desm d It is not known 
how many of them took til s opportunity 
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Amnesty to Civilian I N A Men 

338 ’Prof. N 0- Ranga - With reference to the answer of the War Secretary 
to question No 42, dated the 7th Februury, 1946, will the Honourable the Home 
Member be pleased to state 

(a) whether the civilians who had joined the I N A wtn tieiuul n tbr same 
wav as the Burmans to whom general amnesty was extended, if not, why not, 
and 

(b) whether Government propose to extend amnesty to all the civilnns who 
had joined the I N A , in view of the end of the war and the public opinion in 
India? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome (a) and (b) As the War Secretary pointed 
out, the Burmans joined the Allies and fought against the Japanese in the 
closing stage of the c imp.ngn 

It is however unlikely that any civili in cx-membei of the I X \ will be 
prosecuted in India as so *ar none is known to ha\e been gu'lty of atrocities 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Restrictions on Capital Issues 

36 Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement giving information regarding existing 
restrictions on the capital issues? 

(b) How long are these restrictions to remain in force? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) The restrictions are embodied 
in Defence of India Rule 94A read with the Exemption Order, dated 5th 
December, 1945 Both ot these being statutory orders have been published in 
the Gazette of India and are therefore available in the Libraiy of the House 

(b) The matter is under consideration 

PUBLICATION'. BANNED UNDER SEA CUSTOMS ACT 

37 Shri Mohan Lai Saksena Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement giving the names of the books and other 
publications which still remain banned under Section 19 of the Sea Customs 
Act 0 

The Honourable Sir John Thome 1 am having the information collected ’ 
and will furnish it to the Honourable Member when it is complete 


{STATEMENTS laid on the table 
Information promised in upli / to starred question No 523 asked by 
Prof N G Banqa on the 28 th February, 1947 
Lower Prices of Paddy and Ricf in Madras Prfsidfncy 

(a) Tho police of Government is to see that all the paities concerned nameh pioducers, 
consumers millets and tradeis get a fan deil 

(h) No Sir 

fc) Tho diffeicme between the ullage site puce of paddv and the ex mill price of 
coiresponding quantity of nee comes to about Rs 2 par bag of two niiunds of uce second 
sort and has been fixed with due regard to the fair out turn of lire obtained l>\ milling 
tests and allowing for tnnspoit charges nulling charges cost of gunny bagging pukin, 
etc lnokeiage and finding and sales tax 

(d) Vs the cultivator is issured of a maiket for his produce at a fan puce the fi\a 
tion if a minimum puce is not consideied necessnrv As regards fixation of the ceiling 
prue of paddv aie Rs 12 the ceiling nrice alieadv fixed by the Cclleitor for 2nd sort paddv 
m Kistna district for local consumption is Rs 11 12 8 pei bag of 166 lbs it the mai kat 
centre and is for the whole veai Prices were fixed only lecentlv with due regard to 
increase in the cost of cultivation and other relevant factors and no further increase is 
contemplated at present The option do delivci me or paddy is given to the rvot subject 
to the discretion of the Grain Purchase Officer, as it was observed that unrestricted option 
retarded procurement considerably 
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tnfoiin at ion piomisul in leph) to >tailed qnittion No 1064, asked by 
I’mf V (i llaiiga oh ttu 16flt March, 1941 

Limited Nimbi it os Piiu base Lkimes for Groundnuts, etc, issued in 
Madras 

(a) No. No hienvc is icq lined foi the pun base of gioundnuts, oil and jaggery Dealers 
in nil c ikes have to tike out licenses from the Director of Agriculture, Madras, under the 
Madras Manure Dealers Licensing Ordsr, 1943 A large number of such licenses have been 
glinted to nmuiic dcakis in v incus dietilets 

(b) and (c) Puce- of gioundnuts and oil have not been fixed for oil cakes ceiling 
pmes have been fived with liteunce to the i uling puces of groundnuts and oil in consults 
tion with the ti ule Ceiling juices for jaggerv exported outside the province ar L also fixed 
according to seasonal conditions and are bised on the cunent cost of production, handling 


Information promtsid in icply to starred question No 1248, askul by Mr Ananga 
Mohan Dam, on 21st Mardi 1945 

Apbointmeni m certain Non-'I rmned M \n in Dei hi Higher Secondary 
Schools 

(a) No 

(b Ye* 25 untiained M As have been emplowd in the Higher Secondary Schools Of 
these, twelve possess ihe requisite qualifications prescribed b\ the Board and are employed 
in the following schools 

(1) M B Higher Secondary School, New Delhi 2 

(2) Indraprastha Girls Higher Secondary School, Delhi 1 

(3) Kamjas Higher Secondary Sohool, No 2, New Delhi ] 

(4) Union Academy, New Delhi 1 

(5) Birla Higher Secondary School, Delhi 1 

(6) Ramjas Higher Secondary School, No 3, Delhi 1 

(7) Anglo Arabio Girls Higher Secondary School, Delhi 1 

(8) D A V Higher Secondary School, Delhi 2 

(9) Commercial Higher Secondary School, Delhi 1 

(10) Ramjas Higher Secondary Sohool, No 1, Delhi 1 

12 


Four who were old leacheis have been granted cvemptions, and nine are unqualified butt 
are .mploved tempoianly m the following institutions till qualified teachers become avail 
able 

(1) Indraprastha Hindu Girls Higher Secondary School, Delhi I 

(2) Lady Irwin Higher Secondary School, Simla 1 

(3) St Thomas Higher Secondary School, New Delhi 2 

(4) Anglo Arabic Higher Secondary School, Daryaganj, Delhi 1 

(6) Arya Girls Higher Secondary School, New Delhi J 

(6) V S Jat Higher Secondary School, Kheragarhi, Delhi 1 

(7) Commercial Higher Secondary School, Delhi 2 

9 
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STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABI E 
Information promised in nphj to starred question No 1173, ashed by 
Sn K B hnaiaja Hiqde on the 27 th March, l‘)47 


Beth Nut Paim Ciltivation in Certain Districts 


A ^’d 

(b) 

(c) 



Fstimatod 

Re\ enuo 


betelnut 

annual yield 

collected in 


palm 


1944 45 


Acres 

Lbs 

Rs 



(in 000s) 

(in OOOs) 


Madras Dish iris 



(i) S Kanars 

12,018 

21,796 

17,07 

(n) Malabar 

HI, 335 

23,744 

14,37 

<m) Coimbatore 

1,600 

1,120 

1,39 

<iv) Nilgiris 


12 

0 5 


Bombay Districts 



(i) N Kanara 

16 900 

13,759 

15,92 

<ii) Ratnagtn | 

1,970 

799 

74 


Ben oat Dislncls 



(i) Noakhali 

32,400 

27,698 

9,00 

<u) Chittagong 

350 

582 

6 

(in) Bahkharganj 

1 53,790 

bU,955 

46,60 

(iv) Khulna 

7,590 

6,310 

5,36 

(v) Jessore 

68 

95 

3 

(vi) Midnapur 

(Non growing area) 



\s8tlrn 



Sylhet 

1,570 

2,462 

1,39 

Coorg Province 

240 

232 

1 

(<1) and (e) Attention tg invited 

to the leply to p-ut (« 

i) of question No 

885 

Information promised in leply to starred questions 

Nos 1470 {Orj and 1471 (a) 

to (</), asl ed bq Bhinnati 

A Itadhabai Subbarayan, on the 

29tn Maid 

1947 




Liquor Shops in 

Vicimtv of Rulwu 

, Coal Minis 


\o 1470—(a) The liqtioi shops i 

n the vicinity of Rulway Coal Mines vie 

open thiough 

out the year from 12 noon to 6 p m 
to 8 p m on the lemammg day9 

on Fudavs, Saturday 

and Sundrys and 

from 12 noon 

Primary Schools for Railway Coai Miners Children 


\o 1471—(a) Theie aie 4 primalv schools for chddien 
owned Coal Mines, t e , m Hazanbagh Bakaro Coil fields 

of miners woiking in Railway 
i Their names and number of 

pupils aie noted below 





Number of pupils 

Total 

Serial Name of School 



No 

Boys 

Girls 


1 Dhon U P School 

115 

10 

125 

2 Bermo Hindi L P School 

85 

7 

92 

3 Bermo Urdu L P Sohool 

45 

4 

49 

Kargali L P School 

40 

20 



285 

41 

326 

(b) In 1939 there was only one 

School, namely Kargali L P Si hool w 

L.tb to 
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,c) All the four schools a.e co educmn.nl Thee ,s no womin teacher in any of these 
schools 

(d) Midday meal is not pmvided in these s. Imois 1 In Hazaribigli Mines Board which 
manages these schools Ins not made nn piovinou loi this [impose 


Information promised in reply to pail-, (hi, (< 1 and (d) of question A'o 1470, 
asked by Mr A Hatyanaiaijana Moorty on tin '2 l )th Manh, 1015 
Rice rotiing in Govfrnmint (Iodown in Mvnikgvnj 
(bi and (cl The total qumtity which detmoiated ind become unfit lor human ton 
sumption at Mamkganj was 6 000 miunds It was teuaved in pooi condition duiing the 
latter half of 1943 and the eaily pait of 1944 and formed pait of an emergence shipment 
No particular official was responsible foi this detenoralion 

(d) Iletenoration of foodgiams wis m nnlv dm to la<k of piopei stoiage accommodation 
This is being rectified by the lonstiuction ot new storige of approved scientific design and 
storage capacity for 348,000 tons Ins alicidy been completed This combined with better 
technual staff now completing tiaimng new system of accounting now being put into force, 
and a highly qualified Duoctoiite ot Inspection which is ahtadv working is expected to 
minimise deteuoration of foodgi uns in future 


Information promised in leply to starred question \o 1591, asked by Mr T S 
Avtnaihriingam Chettiar, on the 4th April, 1945 
PUBIIC UnilTY CONCERNS III IP B\ N(l\ I\DIV\ I\ TEUrsI S 

(a) 56 public utilities concerns are held b\ Butish and other non Indian interests 

(b) Yes, in respect of six concerns Besides a tentative decision to acquire one has 
been reached and cases of two aie midei consideration 


MOTTO\S FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Fviure io Rcfvtriah Inoiw Prisoners undirioino Tkivl in Malayi 

Mr President 1 have received notice of a motion of adjournment from 
Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, who wants to discuss the pol cy ot 

■ NOON Government in rctusing to have repatriated into India for trial 
Indian prisoners m Malaya From the answers given to certain supplementary 
questions the othei day by the Secretary to the Commonwealth Relations 
Department, I undeistood that these prisoners are prisoners of a foreign 
Government md are be.ng tued in a foreign land for offences committed against 
foieign laws If that is so, under what law can they be repatriated into 
Butish India for trial’ As to facts, we must know whether the Malayan, 
Government is really a foreign Government or whether it is a subsidiary part 
of the Government of India 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Div s on Non-Muhammadan 
Ruril) Sir, I should like in the first place to mvite vour attention to the answer 
itself 

Mr President I can see tint the wording of the answer is somewhat loose, 
but irrespective of that answer, I should like to know from Government whether 
tin Malayan Government is a subordinate Government of the Government of 
In«li * or is an independent Governmi nt It miv be a military or other 
administration, but is it subordinate to the Government of India? 

Mr R N Banerjee (Secretary, Commonwealth Department) Sir, it is quite 
independent of tin Government of Tndia, just like the Government of Ceylon 
or the Government of Burma and there is no sort of subordination of the 
Mai lyan Government to the Government of India 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal Sir, so far as thaf matter is concerned in the 
first place the British military administration m Malaya is part of the South 
East Asia Command, md the Government of Ind’a are represented there as 
will appear from the answer itself In the second place, so far as the legal 
posit on is concerned, apart from the question of exchange of prisoners on the 
grounds of diplomatic necessity, there are clear provisions in the Criminal 
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Pioceduie Codt md m the Indian Penal Code which piovide that an Indian 
subject wherevei he may have committed an ottence is subject to the legal 
administration ot this country In replying to my question the other day, the 
bccictary to the Depaitmenl did not say that there was any legal difficulty 
ol impobs bilitv, but he made it cleai that it was not the policy of this 
Government to ask tor repat nation Section 4 ol the Indian Penal Code and 
section 188 ol the Cnminul Ihoccduie Code make it clear that an Indian 
wherevei he is, is subject to the statutory provisions of this country There* 
fore the position is clear and an Indian who is a pr soncr m Malaya could be 
tiled by them at Mnlaj i and in India So the question that I want to raise 
todav on the has s ot the answer given the other day by the Secretary to the 
Commonwealth Relations Department is as to the steps taken by this Govern 
ment, if at all, with regaid to the repatr ation of these prisoners here for trial 
The answer ot Government was not that there was any legal difficulty or 
distb ht> but that it was not their policy to ask tor repatriation, and that is 
just what I want to discuss If they had said that the> had tried and failed 
because of some legal difficulty, the position would be different, but they say 
that they have not tried because it is not the>r po'icy bo I seek to raise this 
issue on the ground of pohey only 

Mr President Looking to the answer as a whole and a ithout taking any 
poitmn of the ansyver out o the context it appear-, to me to make no d fterence 
whether the word used w is policy’ or their legal ability or inabilitv The 
proposit on of law which the Honouiable Member is trying to make out is, to 
my mind, too wide Supposing an Indian commits a murder m Pans and the 
French Government prosecute him for it will he be triable lu India b\ the 
British Indian courts 1 Tf the trial is taking place in France, will it be 
competent to the Goyernmenl ot Thda—apart fiom the question of propr ety 
or policy—-to insist on the repitmtion of tint person to be tned here for the 
minder committed m Frince’ 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal The position is clui ihot, so far as the law 
is concerned, he is triable here, hut whether Government will tsk for the tml 
here >s a matter for Gnmnmem to decide 

Mr President To me .the nutter is clear I am unable to agree with the 
logil proposition ol the Honourable Member and the Motion is not m order 

Burning o* Pikes oi Worship and Insulting ot Women dlring rm.es r 
Calli rri Disti iibincFs 

Mr President The next motion of adjournment stands in tht name of 
Ml Anthony who wants to dismiss tile f.nluii ot Government to tike timely si d 
sufficiently stern mensuies to piotect the public m the lecent Calcutta dis¬ 
turbances, with the lesiilt tint women weie insulted and places of worship 
burned 

There is hardly anything tint tail be said m favoiu of this motion on the 
point of admissibility 

Mr Frank R Anthony (Koinuntcd Non Othcn 1 ) Su, this vvhuli 

has rtsuited in svomen being insulted and plates ot woislnp burnt his produced 
a feeling of bitterness thioughout Indn and not m Calcutta only This is 
not the fust time it Ins hqquned it is the second occasion in a few weeks 
And I do not think thit the old position is tenable that this is a matter 
which falls solely within the puivieyy of the responsibility of the proyincial 
Goyeminent m view of the Defence of Indn Buies and a’so m yew of the 
emergency provisions of section 126-A of the Government of India Act yvhich 
runs thus 

“Where a pioclamation of emeigency is m operation whereby the Go\einor 
General has declared that the security of India is threatened bv war— 

(a) the Executive Authority of the Fedeiation shall extend to the giving of 
directions to a province as to the manner in which the executive authority 
thereof is to be exercised etc 
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[Mr Frank R, Anthony] 

And I bay that it is very much the responsibility oi the Central Govern 
ment in view of the fact that thib soit oi tlmig hub happened before The 
Bcny il Government have pleaded that tin ijoondai, have appaiantly got the 
uppti hand They should have taken the sternest measures at the earliest 
oppoitumty I think no political party will lor a moment plead that this 
(jooiidaism is part of then political programme oi phi.osophy I know the 
military were called out 11 necessary instead of 53 theie should have been 
5">.i e lsualties m older to wipe out tile <J<1011<J<1 clnnent 

Mr President . I am afraid 1 am unable to hold the Government of India 
responsible for this It is a wide extension but m each case, as I said, the 
mittei will have to be looked into on the incuts of the case I do not propose 
to give my consent to this motion 


ELECTION OI' MEMBERb TO IMPERIAL COINGIE I-Olt AGlUCLL- 
TIKAL REbEARCH AND 1Tb GOVERNING BODY 
Mr President I have to inform the Assembly that up to 12 noon on 
Monday, the Ilth l-ebruury, 194b, the time faxed tor receiving nominations 
for the lmpenal Council ot Agricultural Reseunh and its Governing Body, 
three nominations were received Subsequently one mtmbei withdiew bis 
candidature As the number ol remaining candidates is equal to the number 
of v.ienneies, J deelare bn V Gangaiaju and Mi Muhamm id Naum 111 to be 
duly elected 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR INFORMA¬ 
TION AND BliOADC VbTl\G DEPARTMENT 

Mr President I have also to inioim the Assembly that upto 12 noon on 
Monday, the 11th Februury, 194b, the time lived toi lecciving nominations 
for the St mdmg Committee for the Depaitmeiit of lnioimutiou and Bioiulcast- 
mg, twelve nominations were received Subsequently two members witlidiew 
their candidature As the numbei ol lemainmg i undulates is tqn i 1 to the 
number ot vacancies, I define the following meinbets to be dulv elected to 
the Committee for the unexpiud poition of tht cm lent tmmiuil yen, 1945-46 
and the financial tear 1946 17 (1) Mr C P Lawson, (2) Mi N Naravana 

niurtln, (3[ Pandit Sri Krishn 1 Dutt l’ahwnl, (1) Khan Vbdul (diim Khan, 
(5) Mi M R Masnni, (b) Mi Ramavan Prasad, (7) Clmudlnv S11 ('hand, (8) 
Nawab biddique All Kh.in, (9) Sved Glmlam Bliik Nanang and • 1(1) Khan 
Bahadur Raja Mohammad Amir Ahmad 

ROAD KAIL COORDINATION SCHFME 
Piikskvrvrios o» the Ripoitr oh Tin- Covivnrrii 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member foi Rai'.vavs md War 
Transjioit) Sir T present the repoit of the Committee to eximine the progiess 
made 10 earning out tin principles of the Ro id Rail Co nrdin it ion Scheme 


REPORT OT- THE (OMMIHEE Ot THE LFOISLAriA'h ASSEMBLY APPOINTED 
TO EXAMINT- IHF PROGRESS MADF IN ( ARRYING OUT THF PR1NCIPTES 
ot PHF RO Ml RAIL COORDINATION SCHFMK 

Prehmtnrn ,/ —(1) The Committee* »ai appointed in pin mi nice of a Resolution idopted 
tv the I e«isl 111\e Assembly on th ( 29th Tanuaiv, 1946 on the motion of the lion hie M.mbfi 
for Wii Timiport and Rnlwsv- -a follows — 

That this House do pioceed to eleit m such mannei is the Hon’hle the Pie*u 
'Lilt ma\ direct, seven members to serve on a Committee to examine the piogiess nude 
in (irrjinB* out the principles of the Road Rail Co oidination Scheme appioved by 
this House on April 12, 1945, and to report to the House within 14 dai/n ” 

(21 The Hon’ble the President appointed February the 1st for receipt of nomin itions to 
the Committee and February the 4th for the election if nem««i,rv tv,™ i „ .. - i 
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«e\»n nornin itions the Hon bio Die Pic»alint announced on l?ebtun\ tbe 1st tbit the 
( onum'tee bail bicu constituted is follows *— 

'llu Hon’ble Sir Fdwird liulthall 

Mi Uhagirithi Malnpitu 

Shu Mohui Lai Sakcena 

.Siwib biddique All Xlnn 

Mi IT If Stokes 

Mi P B Oole 

Sn Mohd Yamm Khan 

(3) 1 he Committee was theietou leipmcd to lepoifc on oi befoie the 15th of Febiuaiv, 
but on the 14th ot bcbruaiy tecened the pcimissum of the Housi to lcpoit bv tho 18th 
Meetings vine hi Id on the 5th 7th 8th, 12tli, 13th and 14th of bcbiuuv 

2 the Committee is agreed that the White Papu issued hi Loveznnient and laid 

on tlie tible of the House on Jinuaiv 21»t, 1946 fully ooveis thi igieement leeched m the 

Assembly on Apnl 12th 1945 lespecting the pnnciplis of loadicil co oidmation bv the 
foinutiou of joint (roid rail) oi tnpaititi (load nil Piounn il 0 icrnment) companies 

3 Ihe majoiity of the ( ommittei feel that in most of the I'm lines theic has neither 

been consult itions nor negotiations in puisutme of the afoiesn.l igi cement 

4 The majority of the Committee thuefon lemmmend tint m vn w of f hi impending 

ilnnges in tho 1'iovinnal (loveinments it is inailv lsible bn l uh iv- lo mike inv invest 
meat toi the present and the tailway partuip ition in tin si liemi ihcietoie b< postponed 

5 The majoiity of the Committee tie fuithei ot the opinion tint Oidnnnu. XX’ll of 

1945 should he imended so as to rihtoic tin piowsions of tho M itm \ehnles Act 1939 in 
ulition to oidinarv permits foi stage and lontiacl i urngis, and piildu irnl pnvate oaruers, 
IniL tint leitdin emergency provisions miy lemain, in so fai is thev ite mctssaiv in 

u speit of emeigiant contiol of transpoil for special puiposes suih as the tiinepoit oi food 

It is also of the opinion that anv notification issued undei the Oidnnnu toi cancell ition 
of sin h peimits should be made inopeiative and tin peimits alieulv imulled undei the 
(h dim nee should he restored 

6 Dm mg the discussions of the Committee it trinspned that loitaui lonimitnnnts had 
dienly been inide in C P m companies with Managing 4genta 'lhc iiujontv of the 
i ommith e aie of the opinion that this was in conti vveiition of the afoiesaul agiecment and 

F ( BIN! II AIL* 

MI1HVN L\L b\KSI \ V 
MOHAMMAD Y\MI\ KHAN 
Rll Af.IR ATHI MAH V° A TU A 
MIIIIIIJ1 1 Alt KHAN 
ir ( siokis* 

P J! 1|()T r 

//|. IC'/i / I > k nil, 1946 


' Ml? OI DI'sSl M 1’V Till IIO\ BLL Sill 1 DW\RL) lll-MHAL 


I u,iit tint I nn unililt to ign i with tin uiajoutv ol the l uiimltc in tin following 


'*//ii ~> I iniisidii tint thi (mu mint ids ol Pmnnies in wliuli nnttiis have leuhul 

v sii_ i i n intiim ! in moK > _,n inn ittimpl to inn out tin trims ot llu Mini 

P n on nin to loi 1 i nuimst ini i s mil ill tin liitiicst nt tin uivilhu, pulilu 

I’mii 4 In m op nn n in spit, ot thi tin pc ti ■! i ti _ pobtn il i hinges ntion should not 

b |i istpi i i d i llu iiitnists ol llu tinillm, j j u li I u d mini lddilnnnl and I ettei bus 

n is s in l jiossib’c nt v vib Us it nil au hkilv to bcionie av ulablo in the 

nt hi nn i,id tin ii is no d si m in in in tin gill il mil i ot midi ill co intimation 

Mi ml mu i tint m scvnal a'cn i suhstintnl bids ot opentois or all opi i itors 

i mini I I i ip|iii nn 1 tl toinntum and s| mliiu of the companies the turns of 

n|iiisition ol then vclnibs bv tho lompinns iml tin stliclion nt individual pmniuttis 

oi nnntgln dnictuis I mognisi bom ei tint in i it lin 1 1'iei lieis tbeie is giouinl lor 

i dibci me of opinion iignding tin nn mure ot innsult ition mil igieement with operatois 

liithrit > and in inv opinion tin inn it ion*-o in p, oh i umnstniu would be to 

ptocitd with till foimation ot . n n ill I ■ u'lu t n ot «n v i ■, n v i c vvhi re 

then is snlisl mt i il agiecmni ni'nnl it lb )' i vv slu 1 > iti'ii bv a (o lnuttei of 

tlio House in leepert of tin fulfilnn nt ol tin i n s ol t' \\ i iti Hum 

Par i 5--T am preparul to comm in tin fust put of this leioinmendation but not tn 

tho spiond pa 1 1 


"Subject to a Minute of dissent 
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1‘aia 6—1 do not lonmlu lint theic u r 
ltu'ciiUitH in lutlionniig the l nlv\ i\ to tike 
capital ut tne Compim lomemed whlih w is 
utliir instill,' opeiators 


ysskMBLY [18lH IbB 1946 

uiy lonti million ol ills undeitiking oi uij 
j tin agiciil jieicentlgi ot tin unit isi in the 
lllll 111 onlti to gut gllllll pn tuip.it ion to 

E t HEN I H MiL 


J In 16 t/i 11binary, 1946 


m)ie or jji.n'.en r m mh 11 c. siukee 


1 tiv 


. limit to postpoui 


agiiinient oi lint tlieie has him mj n 
fhi 14f/i htbinary, 1946 


iMiht lint ution ilieulj tikcn limlci the Uidinuin should i 

led that the uHull ot (lOiLijimein, \\ is m i null mutton ol 
,uiint\, fnnnnalli oi othnwisi 

H (. 61UKE6 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthali (Meiubn lot -Railway b and Wat Tunis- 
]uiU fen, tin liulway Budget i"i 1910 ii, wlin. i 1 have the hunoui to piebtuit 
tod t\, is at one and the sum, unit a Yiitmy Budget and the piceuisoi ot a 
splits ot malt, ilittioult l’ost War budgets 'lluie ib no mid lot mo to tocoum 
onei agnu the tilul oi tlio lontiibution ot tin ljilwavnieii tow nils tin victmy 
w hu li lias pi u ul India in t position to di\iloji In i eionoinii aid politic il lift m 

tiiodoin the stiam lias it iimcs bun gu it lint tin v havi bun e^u.d to it 

lhoii.h (onditiuiis puticulatly toi passeng 'i trattio hue bton difficult, all mill 
t uy lequuunnits wen successiuliy mot, the people s tood Ills bten movid, 
industry hab been maintained at a high level ot pioductivity and, genciallv 
speaking, tlie> l.ulways luui di livertd the goods the iOunti> tin, I th.nk, be 
sttisliecl tbit its gieitest nuliistml issit lias stood tin test ol w u, but hencc- 

iotw ml wi must tm n to a intii tl e\ miiii ition ol thib asset nul consider how 

out i nlwav hn unes stand tud how, best tin nsijuuis m iipupmeitl tnd m itenal 
can In tdapted to meet the chmgmg needs ot post w t Midi i 

Goods Tiaflu 

2 With the teimmition of the wai the distnbution of trailio has, of course 
changed The reoccupation of Burma relieved the pressure on the metre gauge 
connection to the North .Eastern frontier which so long was a c aise of inxutv 
with the result that coods tnffn is now moving fairlv freely on the whole of the 
Northern metre gauge 9vstem and this should continue Th< Southern metre, 
gauge sybtem remains relatively active, but with the reinforcement, of rolling 
stock and the easing of military demands goods tiaffic congestion will he 
gradually eliminated On the broad gauge, railways have lo tried in the first 
nine months of the t mrent finaiu i il year 6 *24 per cent more wagons ,,nd lifted 
4 91 pci cent more tons of goods thin in the corresponding period of the pre 
ceding seal and, in spite of i decrease in mihtnrv tnffic a high rate of activity 
continues The transport of ini reased outputs of coal puticulurly in the up 
country direction, has piesented difficulties which have iccentlv been accentual d 
bv severe outbreaks of epidemic dropsy and by mechimeal trouble with som, 
of the over-age engines on the East Tndian "Railway Steps have been takpn to 
overcome these difficulties and to move moie coal by sea and it is aimrdmglv 
hoped, as the new rolling stork comes into full operation, to carry all the coo,la 
offerin'' and to build up stocks of coil in 1046 at the consumers’ end The rail¬ 
ways should have theoipacitv to do so provided nothing intervenes to restru t 
its use, but as the stringency is likelv to remain for some months to come it 
j be ne< ' e ® sarv * or the hme being to maintain m operation, in decreasing 
degree, a system of priority movement control 
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tassenger Timfjic 

3 Pnssengei traffic has continued at a very high level Th° latist statistics 

show that, apart liom the 1 irge number of nuhtaiv pcisonnel moved in specials, 
the Class I Railways ha\e i airicd an iverage nt 85 million passengers every 
month during the cm rent veal This means an increase of nine million 

passengers per month ovei 1044 1> and 20 millions ovei the monthly average 
m the year 104J 44 Lhe passengei ti iffie Handled m scheduled trains in terms 
of passenger miles—a nioit ( >mprc licnsive unit of ini isurement—bad already 
doubled last veil in cominuvun with the me wai level but during the current 
vcir it is ncailv two and i q 1 ntcr times is much With the reduction of mill 
tai\ demand it his been possible to restore a outiin number of train services 
but as the House knows renditions f tnvel are still veiv far from satisfactory 
Thtie ire no few'er th m 1 160 luoad game and 416 mctie gauge coaches still 
with (lie mihtaiy ind until we get these back or get new stock, wo shall be 
unable to restore the set vices to a sitisfeetorv level anil must therefore continue 
to isk the public to be patn nt over our difficulties lor a little longer The condi¬ 
tion of the coaching stock too his detoriontrd dining the war through mtensiv" 
use and (hough the supply of fittings is likely to heroine piogressivelv easier 
it is not always possible to improve the condition of ■ linages quickly bv with¬ 
drawing stmk for repair without depleting servo es firrthei, with still more 
serious nieonvenu nec to thr nubia r I he improve m< nt of the i nulling stmk 
position is out 1)1 the in qni ( r-ks >f the nffways n> the next few \i ns The 
fnsl step to nupiovc thi posffinu is the recovery and reconversion to iivil m 
list of (He stoik Id mid to till milituv and the ovcrhuil of existing stork some 
of whiih m iv it quite to hi liigrh ii limit Tn uldition tin 216 hro id gauge 
mil 91 rriitie giugt mulct frillies which an aiming from \ush ilia higctV 
will ill spue uiiihifrinus which i an be collected from the railvv ivs will he 
utilisi il fm tin cailv mripist of lower class c aparitv This progrimme will very 
full v iKCiipv thi shop md 1 ibour eipwitv of the iiilwivs for co ichlmihling 
The employment of outside en.mecring works foi the fabrication of bodies fni 
some of tin undorfrunis is under consnliration but this will not prejudice the 
enaplov naent of railw iv lab un \s i long term pto]ect experiments are being 
nude m lightweight “all metal” stock, suitably insulated and, of course of 
linpiovtd cli sign Simple orders have heel* placed in order to carry out the 
tn cessai v tests 

The question of new di signs for lower class passenger coaches has received 
intensive stndv and the opini ns of Lot al Vdvisorv Committees have laetn taken 
S.unph toaihcs ire being constructed The approved layouts contemplate 
transverse si itmg seetionahsed to give gre iter privacy for both Intel and ITT 
class p issengers The sc its will afford uloqnato knee room and provide a 
degm of seating comfort bevoml anything offered to Inter and Til class passen 
gers m the pist and an innovation is being introduced in that sleeping accom¬ 
modation as sin h will be provided in these i lasses The number of passengers 
per 1 ivatorv will be further reduced and some small compartments retained for 
women and for reservation Water storage capacity will he increased and i 
water supply made availihle m both compartments and lavatories Lighting 
will be improved and fans provided in Inter class compartments Renovation 
of upper class carriages will of course he taken m hand and railways will proceed 
with development of air conditioned stock but the main effort will he con 
eentrated upon the impiovemcnt of lower class travel It will however of 
course he appreciated that the volume of work entailed in bringing the stock up 
to the general standard which the country demands is large and cannot 1 e 
achieved overnight by waiving a magic wand 

Enqines and Wagons 

4 The position regarding engines and wagons is more satisfactory than that of 
coaching stock Of the 934 broad gauge engines on order to which T referred m 
my last year’s budget speech 733 have been put into service, 29 have been 



, VilVb -ISIsl VlbLl 


[18m L'fcB 194t> 


1074 LLl.lbC 

[fc>n Eduaid identhull J 
shipped or alieady lecencd in India and 172 lemam to come tonvard These 
biiould go a long way to scuue the power position Ol the bioad gauge wagons 
pievously oil older 4,410 hum tin. U b \ weie < imelled on the eessatieu of 
Lt isi Luul airangeinents Ot the 17,944 wagons on oidei in India, we 
expect to have lecencd 11,4 JO by Uaieh 41st and the b ilanee next yeat 
Tendiis have been called lor a turther 4,100 wagons ol Indian mauufuctuie 
We hope that we shill have leteived 6,000 of the 8,000 Canadian wagons and 
3 800 ot the 10,000 wagons on order from the United Kingdom by the end ol the 
tmanci d veai md the balanc c ^ooii attei When all these deliveues have beeii 
completed, the idilvvavs wllieh eommeneed the wai with some 7,279 broad anel 
metie gauge engines aiul 194,HOI broad md metie gmge wagons should h ivi 
av ulable 8,541 engines and 219,000 vv igous Among these, liowevti, ue lo9 
metie giuge engines and 11,000 metre gauge wagons owned by the W ai Depart 
ment but it is cxptclcd that the railwavs will tike ovei a Urge propoition of 
these Eleven per tent of tilt total w igons have been m service for 40 years 
or hive been leconnnended for pumatuie leplaeement, but the Indnn industiy 
should be in a position to provide replacements and my further accietions netes 
saiv to meet developing trade Of the engiues however, 29 per cent have 
pissed the normal age of 3o vears and it may be necessary to order a certain 
mimbei ot passenger engines from overseas before th< locomotive building works 
now m couise if m nigiiration in Tndia aie in a position to meet the deman 1 
The first boilers fiorn Singlibhiun are m an advanced stage of production md 
woilc is pioeeedmg it Ivanehiapan although the heuv piogrimme of engine 
rehibihtation m these works is resulting m slowei piogress thin we could wish 
On the whole, however, the stoi k of engines and w igons should be adequate for 
current purposes 


Staff 

o it is only natuiul that toe iaige oody ot idilw i\ seivants who have worked 
loyally md strenuously during the last tew yens m tuitheiaiiee ot the w ir 
ettoil should now view with ippiclicusion the nuvilible ulpistun uts whieli 
must icsult iiom a leturn to peicc time condition-, UovciimiLUH is, ol course, 
wen iwaie ot the widely lelt leal ill it a ledue turn in l ii.w iy activity and tin 
lOsinpliou ot e\ seivii e null will it suit m tit elisihu-i ot 1 ugt numbcis ot 
tempoiaiy statt Publicity us been given to i mimbei ot misleading hguies 
which beai no lelation to I iei Lt 'a irut tint i icrtuu amount ot purely war 
woik uudeit iking by the liulwiys Ins cctxid, togcihci with i poitioii of the 
pmely mihtaiy tialhe This nuhtuy ii lit Ins iciwim, so 1 ir 1 ugc ly bt eu 
it pi ice d i>\ nnnased c 1\ill ui ti illl u u I'thoueli H is dillic nil to look lai 
die i i tin 1 e seems ivui piospc ' i (lining tic coming \c u ol a deinind feu 
t ul n iinpoit dam c omp u ihlc to,'. I nl 1 ii 14 L.nt ip ill fimn llitv, ithabih 
litioiL Wotks md new pio]tt ( s \ i! ills ill luge mimic i- ot i ulw ly wmkt is in 
illu. it'\e implivnunt md an In mg put m hind is tapidlv is the supplies of 
i iw nnteinl md il llt>< d foi pi | iiltoiy \ oik tumiif A \ .uic.lv ol oth t 
m ms h t\t llso bee.i atloptt d to ivoid letr< nc him lit on i 1 irgc sr tic Ovcitinic 
his lino cut down in scum , sc s icdm ed hunts ot woik tor ceitun tv pis of 
st ut line biin fntrtdiieid etc it i I leililies foi le iv o rcsnlimg in tile entcitvn- 
mc ai ol molt soli 1 1 tut t s h m hicii iri mged eeitun leave rules—ns u long 
* ’ , ' 1 1 ,>1 >' v b iv Inin hbi i i'i ■ il vvlult some woik iioimally earned out by 
(< "'9 <' ul n pos-ih'e ' mg ft inporuilv illotted to depaitnuntil staff 
T'" I! d \ n Bond md Ttulwiv AdmnustiatTons are exploiting all these 
im (h id t> the I ul U st oossihli ivtcnt m oidcr to avoid throwing large bodies 
of wnikers out of employment during the immediate postwar period Theio 
is no leason to believe thit then effoits will not meet with success, but whib' 
the i ulwnvs ire plaving then part in creating work for the workers, their degree 
of activity is of c onrse ultimately dependent upon the general state of economic 
activity So far, some 8,000 surplus men have been absorbed in this way and 
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Only 8,800 out ol a totul laboux (strength ol ovei 850,000 tmve had to bo dis¬ 
charged, many oi whom were occupied on puiely war work which nas been closed 
down The Railway Board ha\e been in close touch with the All India Railway- 
men’s federation m legaid to this question although they hive been uu ible to 
accept the claim tout no lailway servant should be dischaiged a < hum which 
it would be impossible lor any Government department or any othei bu-nicss 
concern employing large bodies ol men to a< cept Tne Boaid will moreover 
continue to keep a close watch on these adjustments ill the laboui stiength and 
will consult the hedeiation from tune to time is heietoforc 

Oigamsed labour is also demanding the immediate revision ol scales ol pay 
It must be ic ihscd that a wholesale revision in the very gicat variety ol scales 
whn n exist on dilleient ladvvavs is t the best of times m mtiic ite lintter 
requiting close investigation The difficulties ol such a re\ision it tin present 
time ire intensihcd bv the uncertainty of lutme price levels The H ulway 
Board have, hovvevei, been working toi some time on <i suit ihlc post w u pa. 
structure with the idea that the actual sc lies could be determined without del ly 
as soon is theie is mole certainty is to the level at which pines, lates and lares 
are likely to become stabilised Vs w is recently innounitd on the fl <n of the 
House, Government have decided to set up ft Commission which will b^ pit 
dominantly non official in character, to go into the whole cpiestion ot the scales 
of pav for all their servants In the me intime lailw n seiv mts miv lest 
assured that the piesent rates of relief which they are enjoying will not bo 
reduced as long as there is no material reduction in the cost of living 

The question of medical facilities md educitional assistance, the working 
of Staff Connells and the Staff Benefit fund, the hours of employment ot lailway 
workeis, housing, technical training md the method of handling establishment 
naattcis, ill these with other questions iclatmg to specific c itcgones ot staff, are 
undei levievv In short the Railway Board are giving the wcltiie of railway 
servants a piominent place in their post war piogrinmae 

, P.n/ Wai Mans 

b Government recognise the important part which 1 ulw ly lehabilitatiou 
and development can piny m mitigating the shock of transition between w n 
time and peace tnnt conditions and m pioviding work foi railway and other 
vvoikns who would otherwise be in danger of unemployment Transport services 
are indeed the foundation of activity in the heavy mdustiies and the lailvvivs 
are losing no time m putting into operation the plans, winch the House Ins 
discussed on previous occasions The programme of construction of new rail¬ 
ways and restoration of dismantled lines has been settled in consultation with 
Provincial Governments and surveys are proceeding on 3,000 miles ot lnu 
Work is being put in hand on such sections as require no further survey but the 
bulk of the work planned cannot commence until the next working season A 
large programme for building new staff quarters of impioved types is under 
way and m designing these types the wives of railway staff have been consulted 
The Sargent Committee has just submitted an ad interim report on the develop 
ment of tourist traffic Each railway has submitted its five-year programme for 
rehabilitation and development The total amount budgeted next year for new 
construction and open line rehabilitation works is 22 croies which should be a 
useful contribution to help counter the reduction m war expenditure The Rail¬ 
way Board are also considering on a regional basis various schemes of developing 
electric traction, the establishment of a Research Branch and plans to take 
advantage of and improve on the latest technical progress Generally there is 
good reason to claim that the railways, in spite of their preoccupation with 
heavy war tasks now find themselves comparatively well ahead in putting post¬ 
war plans into operation and I am confident that they will not be found wanting 
in meeting industrial demands for the develoTrnient nf +V.o 
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Road Rail Co oidtnatwn 

i The proposals lot co uidmutmg load and rail transport m accordance with 
j lie general terms, on which the last Assembly approved the mvebtment ol 
<joverniuent runway imance in road transport companies, huve made uneven 
piogicsb Road trun&port is, of course, a piovincial subject and piogrebs m each 
I’roviuce has therefore been governed by the policy of the Piovincial Government 
concerned .Most Governments huve formulated policies of developing their road 
transport on lines which permit the railways to participate It has been possible, 
therefore, m some Provinces to negotiate freely agieed airangements between 
the Provinces, the railways concerned, and the operators, m others, the natural, 
dtsne of the operators to secure the best possible teims for themselves has 
lesuhed in prolonged discussions, other Provinces again have not yet fully 
deteunmed their policies and m such eases little advance is to be lecorded 
Meanwhile the progress made by the Railway Board in carrying out the principles 
ol the policy laid down by the Ilouse, has been the subject of examination by a 
special committee of this House whose report I have just presented this morning 
A sum of <3 48 crores h is been included in next year’s budget for investment in 
load tail companies Tf this is agreed to, the test is still to come, for the success 
of the policy depends upon the ability of the operators who are charged with 
the management of these companies to perform their public duties Private 
enterprise in the management of Government capital 16 very much on trial, but 
a continued studv of the problem m the course of the negotiations which have 
taken place during the last yeai confirms the view that the course adopted is 
piobablv the best suited to the particular circumstances of Tndia 

Accounts for 1944 45 

8 r l uinmg now to the recounts, the ictuil surplus for 1944-45 proved to be 
49 89 cioics, an linpiovemciit of 7 88 cioies on the estimate due to an increase 
of 2(>8 ciorcs m gross Gallic leccipt-. ind a saving ot 5 22 crores in working 
expenses mamlv due to -i throw forwaid to the following vear Gcneial levenues 
vveie (redited with *32 norcs oi this sniplus md the Ridvvay Rtseivc with 17 49 
crori"- The net mere isp m the R nlw iv Rescive vv is, however, only 14 98 
crore 1 - as then was i withdraw il ot 2% ciorcs to met t iinars of depreciation 
m respect of rolling stock 

Revised Estimate r for 1945-46 

9 Against orn budget estimates oi Receipts, we expect a large increase m 
p isscnger eaimngs, those from uppci class tiaffic bung expected to show a much 
larger proportionate increase (35 pei cent) than those from III class (14 per 
cent ) Oiu goods traffic will not diffei appreciably from our estimate but there 
will be a considerable fall in parcels traffic Our piesent estimate of gross traffic 
receipts is now 225 crores 

On the expenditure side we expect an increase over she Budget of 9 26 crores 
m ordinary Working Expenses and 24 lakhs m Payment to Worked Lines 
The principal increases are 132 crores for additional staff, 4 21 crores for in¬ 
creased Dearness Allowance and 168 crores for Grain Shop concessions, 245 
ciores for Maintenance expenditure, 2 03 crores for coal, including extra charges 
for shipment by sea, 1 84 crores for military sidings and the inflationary element 
in Works expenditure, and 162 crores on account of interest and depreciation 
payable to the War Department for the use of works built at their expense and 
of rolling stock belonging to that department On the other hand special adjust¬ 
ments on account of rolling stock are 6 16 crores less and there will be savings 
on ai count of the disbandment of the Defence of India units and of the abolition 
of Air Raid Precautions of some 107 lakhs Our revised estimate of total 
Working Expenses, including Depreciation at 17 05 crores and Payment to 
Worked Lines, is 169 30 croreB against the original budget of "59 87 crores 
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Our net Revenue » expected to be 59 43 crores .uid aftei deducting interest 
charges of 27 36 crores, we expect a surplus of 32 07 croies which is 4 44 crores 
less than the original budget Of this 32 crores will be transferred to Geneial 
Revenues and the balance of 7 lakhs to the Railway Reserve fund 

IJstimatis foi 1946 47 

10 Turning to next year’s Budget, calculations must, ot course, he hugely 
a matter of guess work Basing our estimates of revenue, however, on this 
yeai's results taking into account known variations und aftet allowing for i simp 
decline expected in military and parcels traffic but for a maintenance of passenger 
traffic owing to i continuance of plethoiu money conditions combined with cheip 
fares and a continued scarcity of consumption goods we place our estimate for 
the next year at 177 crores which is 48 crores less than the gross traffic receipts 
expected this year In addition we expect a net revenue of 314 crores from 
miscellaneous transaction 

In making our estimate of ordinary working expenses m 1946 47 we have 
to reduce from this year’s estimate 19 72 crores, on account of the reduction m 
the special adjustments on account of rolling stock, military sidings and struc¬ 
tural works, the write off of the cost of dismantled lines and abandoned assets 
and the hire charges payable to the War Depirtment We hive provided I 1 
lakhs less under Repairs and 44 lakhs less under compensation claims We 
expect to save 1 76 crores under "Defence of India Units and 1 63 crores under 
loss on grain shops These and other minor savings aggregate 24 66 crores 
But although we hope to stop sending coal by sea in the course of the vear with 
a resultant saving m freight, vve shall be using up this saving m moving more 
coal by rul in order to build up our depleted stocks We also expect to spend 
48 lakhs more on new minor works After making these adjustments m th« 
estimates for the current vear we place our estimate of ordinary working- 
expenses for the next vear at 125 73 crores The appropriation to the Depre¬ 
ciation Fund will be reduced bv 4 crores because of the stoppage of the additional 
contribution for excessive war-time wear and tear and there will be an increase 
of 17 lakhs on account of the increase m the Capital at charge which is due 
partly to the acquisition of further railway lines After allowing for interest 
charges of 27 24 crores, our surplus net revenue is expected to be 12 22 erores 
19 83 erores less than m.the current year 

Without prejudice to anv settlement under a new Convention regarding the- 
division of future surpluses between Railway Reserves and Genera] Revenues , 
which may have to be the subject of further consideration by Government and 
this House during the coming year, it has been decided that the contnbutio i 
to General Revenues will consist of 1 per cent of the capital at charge of com 
mercial lines less the loss on strategic lines, together with half the balance re¬ 
maining after setting aside 3 crores for a Betterment Fund This will give 7 36 
crores to General Revenues and 1 86 crores to the Railway Reserve Fund 
Betteiment Fund 

11 Tn February 1945 the Standing Finance Committee for Railways recom¬ 
mended that during years of prosperity a fund be built up by appropriation from 
surpluses for financing amenities for lower class passengers, the expenditure on 
which was likely to be unremunerative We now have before us a large pro¬ 
gramme of additions and improvements covering amenities to lower class 
passengers, staff welfare and other items designed for the safety and comfort of 
the public, which are not likely to be remunerative, and which unless other pro¬ 
visions were made, would, contrary to the best railway practice m other countries 
and the advice of leading authorities on railway finance be charged to Capital 
Government accept the view that such betterments as do not increase the cam 
mg capacity of the railways should be a charge to revenue and not to Capital 
In order, therefore, to provide for this and to enable the Board to plan ahead 
their programme of such works thev have decided to start a Betterment Fund' 
by transferring a sum of 12 erores from the Railway Reserve and a sum of 3 
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eroret from the net levenue ot 1946-47 Subsequent appropriations to the fund 
will depend upon the net revenue of each year uul on a consideration of the 
respective needs ot the railways and of General Revenues subject of course, to 
am Convention which m xy lieicaftei be adopted foi the distubution of surpluses 
between Hulway ancl Uener il Revenues Both appropuations to and expendi¬ 
ture fiom the Fund will be subject to the vote of the Legislatiue, hut it has 
not been possible, m the tune available since the decision was made to include 
in the present budget auv estimate of the expenditure from this fund next year 

Tieserot Fund 

12 We beg m the cuirent veil with i bi'enct of 37 48 c toies m the Reserve 
Fund After withdrawal of 85 croies to cover the difference between the 
accumulations in the T>epicciation Fund and the original cost of rolling stock, as 
anarirred list veai and adding the surplus of 7 lakhs expected the fund will 
stand at 20 0a crorex on Alireh 31st 1946 After transfeiring 12 crores to the 
Betterment Fund as suggested withdrawing 1 82 crores on account of arrears 
of depreciation and adding the appropriation from surplus of 1 86 crores and 
2 lakhs representing the profit on branch line shares purchased from the Reserve 
which will he cancelled on the acquisition of the lines by Government, the 
Fund at the end of 1946-47 will stand at 17 It crores of which 7 crores was 
e,armuked last Year for deferred maintenance 

Depreciation Hescrvt Fund 

Id The Depreciation Fund which opened at 102 21 crores on April, 1st, 1945 
is expected to close at 106 61 crores on March, 31st, 1946 and at 98 83 crores 
on March, 31st, 1947 

Uevttw of the liailwayi position 

14 In closing my last Railway Budget speech, it is piopei to review the 
position of railway huance Theie is no question, ot course, that the Indian 
Government railways have prospered financially in many ways as the usult ot 
the wai On Apul, 1st, 1939, the Railways had accumulated unpaid contribu¬ 
tions to General Revenues ol 33 41 crores, in spite of borrowings of over 30 
crores fiom the Depreciation bund which stood at 23 09 crores The Railway 
Reserve Fund contained the exiguous figute ol 48 lakhs only At the end of the 
current year we cilculite that alter contributing during the war 158 43 crores 
to General Revenues including the arreais ot <outiihution, out Depteciation 

t Fund wall stand at 100 61 crores and our Reserve Fund, before uiy transfer to 
the Betterment Fund, at 29 05 crores We shall also h ive met loss on sti itegic 
lines to the extent ot 6 01 crores 

In spite of these improvements calculations submitted to the Convention 
Committee showed that the Depreciation Fund is by no means excessive, if 
indeed it is adequate to meet the increased level of replacements The Reserve 
Fund at the end of the current year will represent onlv some 3 82 per cent 
of the capital at charge or only a little over one year’s interest charges It 
covers only a fraction of the large programme of amenities and improvements 
many of them financially unromunerative, which we have in mind Satisfaction 
must, therefore, be tempered with great caution, especialh since the dangei lies 
In nm Inability effectively to balance our budget in the future 

15 In this last connection it is my duty to issue a veiy clear warrypg 
In 1038-39 the earnings of the railways were at a level of about 100 crores, thev 
rose hi 1941-42 to 135, m 1942-43 to 155, m 1943-44 to 185, m 1944-45 to 217 
and this year we expect 225 crores These results were mainly due to an 
increased volume of passenger and goods traffic, largely on account of war 
conditions and, only to a limited degree, which we estimate to an overall figure 
of 8 per cent , to increased rates and fares, mainly introduced in 1940 Our 
ordinary working expenses m 1938 39 were only 54 01 crores and, after deducting 
•undrv abnormal charges, such as those due to the pohev of writing down 
rolling stock purchased at high prices, rose to 102 35 crores in 1944-45 and are 
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expected to be some 119 52 crorea during the current year Of these charges 
the increase between 1938-39 and the current year has been due to some 40 
crores on account of staff and 12 crores for increased costs of coal the cesses 
on which payable by the railwajs alone now equal about 50 per cent of the total 
cost of coal excluding freight in 1939-40 

16 Sir, in 1944 Government recommended the House to "increase faies m 
older to build up a fund for post w ir amenities foi 3rd class passengers at the 
rate of 10 crores per annum The House rejected the proposal, which Govern 
ment responsively withdrew, and in course of leplymg to the general debate on 
Febrmrv 21st of that vear 1 issued n strong warning to the House concerning 
the need for budding up reserves in view of the inevitable fall in iceeipts on 
the cessation of war I do not wish to revive old controveisies nor would I 
materially alter the words then used, but ns then foreshadmved, we budget next 
vear on a fall of 48 crores in receipts to a figure of 177 crores which is below 
the 1943 44 level Future tendencies are more likely to be dowmwards than 
upwards 

17 In the course of the next vear or tw >, Government will probably have to 
consider several very serious problems in coimci tion with i ulwav finances, among 
them the hisis of the Depredation Fund vnd the revision of th< Convention, 
ill of which will require the caieful study of Committees of this House Bufr 
even more important Government and the House mav well have to give serious 
consideration to the linked problems of the levels of rates and fares the price 
of coal and the level of wages These are knottv prohlems whioh hive to be 
faced courageously and with a broad outlook, if our post vvai plans are to bp 
brought to fruition, for, once our budget becomes unbalanced and our reserves 
are eaten up—and under unwise management they can disappear almost ovei 
night—it will not be an easy matter to rebuild them or to find the monev for 
extensions improvements staff benefits and amenities to passengers 

18 With regard to staff it is thp aim of Government to maintain the nmi 
mum possible employment on the railways, provided work of an economic kind 
can be found for the staff and to maintun w'ages and salaries at i level which 
will continue to give a fan deil to oni men Tt wall take a veiy seveie effort 
to earn the monev to do justice to everv one and much will depend upon the 
cfficiputv with which the* stiff themselves handle the traffic offering and 
encourage more traffic As regards coal, no one, I think wishes to see coal 
prices driven down to such levels as to rendei economic and efficient working 
of the mines once again impossible IF, therefore, expenses are not to be unduly 
cut which would be against the expansionist policy of Government the need 
to increase rates and faies in the future miv have to be senouslv faced, ,and, in 
this connection, I would recall that railway executives in the United Kingdom 
and elsewhere contemplate, I believe, that to meet similar conditions an increase 
of 20 or 25 per cent may be necessaiv Happilv it is not necessary in India 
this vear and, if traffic is maintained or expands mav never be neeessaiy but 
T should have failed in nay duty if T had not put the contingency squ.arelv before 
the House 

Rates 

19 The acquisition by the Government of all the majot Indian railways 
clearly renders desirable and possible a thorough revision of the railway lates 
•itiucture It is important m considering this subject to draw a distinction 
between a revision of the rates structure, sxstem or procedure and the rating 
police or determination of the level at which general or p.articulai lates shall be 
based in the post war woild 4VHh regard to the lattei question the House 
will probably ageee with ine that it is as difficult to determine with any finality 
it cnih point of time what the future level of lates shall be, as it is for Govern 
ment to determine what the level of salaries and wages of their servants shill 
be or for a business firm to settle with anj degree of permanency what the futuie 
sales levels of their products shall be VI are dependant upon a clear view 
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ol me general level ol prices and ol costs ot living, and the permanent rating, 
policy must depend upon many factors as yet undetSTmmed, such as the 
etteu ot load and sea transport on railway traffic and the tantl policy ot the 
tommy ’i'heie is, liowevei, no leason why the revision ot the lates structure 
should not be tackled now i’his task was 111 tact t ikeu up by the Indian 
ltailway Conterence Association m 1943 and has since been under the close 
study oi experts In the past the rating structure was affected by the tact 
that each railway, company owned and managed or otherwise, functioned as a 
commercial concern limited only by the statutory maxima and minima, and there 
has giown up a rating system of extreme complexity It will probably bring 
home to the House the extent ot this complexity it I mention that the un¬ 
ravelling of the system involves the detailed study and correlation of between 
10 ami 20 thousand iates Progress may to the uninitiated seem slow, out 
valuable progiess has been made The Wedgwood Committee m 1937 found 
that the application of the “continuous mileage primiplc to telescopic rates 
wheic the discontinuous' mile ige principle is now m fotce, w mid be bound 
to le id to heavy losses to the mlwavs which might, of course, severely affect 
then economic survival Intensive studv has shown tint this luudlt can he 
oveicomc and the Indian Railway Conference Association have rtported favour 
ably on the possibility of introducing telescopic class rates on a “continuous”" 
mileage ind on vinous other improvements and simplifications It is hoped, 
therefoie, bpfore long to produce a revised svstem of rating which will eliminate 
the shortcomings of previous practice m unhealthy competition between rail¬ 
ways which produced uneconomic and complicated rating md routine to reduce 
verv drastically the difference between lnilvvav risk and owneis' risk rites and 
to eliminate anomalies and sunplifv procedure to the greatest possible extent 
These are objectives which had long been called foi bv public opinion, and I 
hope before next year that it will be possible to lav before a Committee of this. 
House and the Post-War Transport Policy Committee for detailed study, pro¬ 
posals in a form m which the implications of this particularly complicated pro¬ 
blem can be fairly easily assimilated 

Conclusion 

20 And so to sum up, India has in her lailw iys i »very v iluablc isset which 
has been maintained without disastrous loss of effkienev owing to wai usage 
and which is in many ways much better equipped technically than before ther 
war Rehabilitation is in hand and resources exist to effect it without undue' 
strain Financially the position is fir sounder than it has been at am stage m 
the history of the railways, its strength Ins been increased by the policy followed 
in the war and bears no relation to the situation revealed after the last war 
Lower class travel has not been comfortable in the past because the main consi 
deration has been the piovision of cheap tiavel to India’s impoverished masses 
but improved coaching stock and other amenities together with properlv co¬ 
ordinated road services should better the conditions of travel in futvm The 
railw iys should soon be able to meet the demand for goods traffic and will expand 
to meet further industrial and agricultural production The one crest potential 
danger which has to be faced is the wartime legacy of a high level of operating- 
costs and of post-war commitments for amenities, together with a level of rates 
and fares out of tune with the general level of prices Forewarned is forearmed 
India has a great asset which must be carefully nursed and firmly administered 

21 Finally, it gives me once again great pleasure to pay tribute in deep- 
sincerity to the grand work of the railwaymen From the Chief Commissioner, 
Sir Arthur Griffin, downwards they have given, under the heart-breaking Iran 
tations imposed by war conditions, good service to th© pubho in critical days 
and, if I may end on a personal note, I shall for ever treasure the loyal support 
which I have had and the friendships and associations which I have enjoyed 
durme mv davs among the railwaymen of India 



INDIAN COINAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Six Archibald Rowland* (Finance Member) bir, I move 
for leave to introduce a Bill fuithei to amend the Indian Coinage Act, 1906 

Mr President The question ib 

That leave be gianted to intiociuce a Hill iuithei to amend the Indian Coinage Act, 
1BC6,” 

The motion wab adopted 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Sir, I introduce the Bill 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE TOR EXTER¬ 
NAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT 

Mr H. Weigatman (Secretaiy, External Affairs Department) Sir, I move 

That this Assembly do pioceed to elect in such manner is the Honourable the Presi 
dent mav dnect, eight non official members to serve on the Standing Committee to advise 

the External Affairs Department, on subjects pertaining to British Baluchistan and the 

tribal areas, for the unexpired portion of the financial eat 1945 46 and the financial year 
1946 47 ’ 

Mr President Motion moved 

“Th *t this V««emblv do plotted to elect in -ucli m uinei as the Honourable the Piest 
dent mu direct eight nonofficnl membeis to serve on the Standing l omimttce to advise 

the Externil \flairs Dt pirtment, on subjects pci taming to British Baluchistan and the 

tribal nrcis foi the unevpiud poition of the financial eai 1945 46 and the financial year 
1946 47 

Mr M Asaf Ah (Delhi General) l desire to diaw the attention of the 
House to the fact that the btope of this committee appears to be very restricted 
This committee ih not expected to go fuithcr than to deal with subjects which 
relate to British Baluchistan and the Tubal areas I am not quite ceitain 
what exaetlv the Honouiable Member meins by ‘tribal areas’ because tribal 
areas are <n the N’oith Mist as well is on the North East I wonder if the 
tnhal areas lalitcmphted belt imu with the regions 

Further the Deputrnent eoveib i muoli wider field than that mentioned 
here because 1 believe the Externa' Attain Department has to d’al with some 
parts in the Mieltlle E.i'-J and also with ccrtnn coistal areas of Arabia 

t M I am perfectly ceitain that the Department deals with those areas 
p If the Honouiable Membei denies it, I shall have to revise my 
opinion But to the best of im information, the Department eertainh deals 
with a much wider field, with Persian Gulf, foi instance In nnv case, the 
Department deils with a much wider field than mentioned here, and therefore, 
niv suggestion is that we should postpone the election of the committee which 
is contemplated m this Motion until we find that the Government are pre- 
paied to give us a wider field to cover Even if it is only a matter of advice, 

let us look into all that the Government deals with After all, sooner or later, 

we have got to take over these Departments Whv should we not he allowed 
to look into the entire working of the Depnitment That is how we look at 

the proposition T do not wish to make a long speech on the subject T am 

perfectly certain that the views T have expressed will commend themse'ves to 
this House 

Mr President: What does the Honourable Member mean? Postpone con¬ 
sideration of the Motion’ 

Mr M Asaf All Yes, until we have a wider field to look into for this 
purpose 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon (Sind Muhammadan Rural) I entirely endorse 
the views expressed bv Mr Asaf All, because the scope of the Committee 
seems to me, as it is on paper, very limited We are not yet told as to 
what the function of this Committee will be, as to whether it would look into 
the affairs m the Middle East ns Mr Asaf All just now mentioned If it 
dees not, then T would like the Honourable Member to tell us as to whether 
i in<N i 
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till- Committee will deal with all the subjects arising out of British Balu¬ 
chistan or only subjects p'aced before tile Committee by the Honourable 
Member, or whether Honourable Members will be allowed to give notice of 
questions relating to British Baluchistan only 1 should like the Honourable 
Member m charge ol the External Affairs Depuitment to make a statement 
on this subject or cnculate u note, so that we may be in a position to judge 
as to what attitude we shou'd adopt 

Mr H Weightman Sir, the foim of this Motion is m accordance with the 
-ales legarding the constitution of Standing Committees which in turn were 
based on the recommendations of a Select Committee of the Hoube Peihaps 
I liny read the lelcvant portion of the Select Committees recommendations 

Theie lvnuins onlv the External V flans Peputment We lecognise that in bo fur as 
foieign affairs ale eonieined, this llepaitinent occupies a veiv spinal position fioni the 
relevant point of \ic\v To this latent c\e inept the contention that an Advisory f om- 
mittee could not be pmpeilv attached to tins Hepaitment Vne feel, however, that no 
objeition should ittnh to the setting up of i Stinding committee to ad\i«e on those acti 
titles ot the Depaitnn nt which peit.un to the tubtl ueas end B iluchietan We are assured 
that this question will receive eailv ind svmpithetic con8i<lei ition In view of this assur 
ance we do not desue to pie«s for any immediate iction in tile case of the External 
Affairs Department ’ 

That tssuranct was given and action was taken accordingly 

Lt -Ool Dr J C Ohatterjee (Nominated Non official) What is the date 
of that assuiance ’ 

Mr H Weightman. i’lic Select Committee reported on 28th February 
1915 The Committee had on its membership persons of such eminence as 
Mr Bhulabhai J Desai, Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan and one oi two other 
Memheis who in still with us in this Houst \\ c aic proceeding on the basis 
of the icconunendations of this Select Committee and the rules framed there- 
attei On the question whether we have any adinimstiative responsibilities 
it the Middle East, the answer is—no We have a responsibility for finding 
pci m> nuel for filling certain Agencies and Consulates m the. Persian Gulf As 
for British Baluchistan, vve shall of couise piocetd m accordance with the 
rules trained foi the guidance of these \dviaoiy committees and make no 
aPimpt to exclude any mattei which pioptrly came within the teirns of these 
rules 

Tt seems a pity, if I may sa\ so, to dcliv lintteis Even is m ittcis st ind 
nt present, vve cm I think do some useful wink 1 would there foie isk that 
tin Motion be taken is it st mils and tlmt wc should not delay 

Mr President I could not quite follow the lequest of the Honoutable 
Member Mr Asaf All As fai as I undeistood it, it seems to be 
that the scope of subjects foi advice should be co extensive with 
the subjects which this particulai Depaitment is dealing with 
Tb°t seems to be the subject of Ins request As I understood 
the Honourable Member, this scope seems to be in addition to Baluchistan 
and Tribal Areas, questions relating to Persian Gulf This is perhaps much 
wider If that is so, then, of couise it is for the Government to consider, 
and it is for the Parties in the House to come to any settlement about it as 
to whether the scope should be restricted as it is at present or it should be 
co-extensive with the activities of the Department I may point out one 
difficulty which I feel at present and that is this committee is constituted 
under the Buies regulating the constitution and procedure of standing com¬ 
mittees, the proceedings of which T believe the Honourable Member rend out 
just now According to his motion, the committee ns constituted will advise 
the External Affairs Department on subjects pertaining to British Baluchistan 
and the tribal areas So, just nt present the difficulty will he that so long 
as these ciders stand as they are it will not he possible to amend this motion 
by even an amendment even if ill jonrties are agreed that the scope should 
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The Assembly met in the A-sembly Clumbei of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, All Picsident, (The Honouiable Mi (J V Mavalankar) 
m the Chair 

ST \RRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers 
Enamel Plants in India 

339 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable the Industries and Sup 
plies Membei pie ise state how many cmmel plants operated during the war 
in India > 

(b) What classes of goods were purchased from the owneis of such plants 
b\ Government during the penod of the hostilities 0 

(c) Is it a fitt that all outstanding ordcis with them hue been cancelled? 

(d) Is it true that anangements have been made for the purctiase and 
mipoit into India fiorn the ITnited Kingdom of large quantities of the c'nss of 
goods whnh wuc supplied by these factories during the car 0 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) Twelve enamelwaic fictoucs were 
in produetion during tin Wai 

(b) liioadly speaking, two classi s of cnumelware were purchased 

(i) Medical Stoles, such ns tiavs, bowls feeding cups, baths, etc 

( 11 ) Services stoics, such as plates, mugs, basins, ewers, etc 

(c) No, Sir, but, due to ieduction m demands, some outstanding 01 tiers were 
t medic d 

(dj Yes, Sir Some older- wen placed on the Ii K in order to release cupa- 
cit\ in India to mitt civilian needs 

Mr Manu Subedar With regard to part (c) of the question, may I know 
wh\ some oidus were 1 educed m India and yet oidcis for tm same kind of 
matciial weie pliccd in»thc United Kingdom it the same time 0 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh. The sequence of it was not like that 
What happened was that a rcpiesentative of the Wai Department m it to the 
War Office early m 1915 anu isked War Ofiiee to pioduee as much as they could « 
fiom their stock- so th it soim of India’s capacity might be devoted to civilian 
requirements I am not quite sure how much he got out of it—not very much, 

I think—but there was no question of cancelling demands for the War Depart¬ 
ment placed m India in older that they might be obtained from Home 

Mr Manu Subedar In view of the acute shortage of these goods in the 
United Kingdom itself may I know why Government have not represented to 
His Majesty’s Government that these enamel goods are not now wanted for 
India and that India’s total producing cap >citv is verv far Deyond the require¬ 
ments of Government as well as the civil imputation ind should be used? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Only what the War Office, England, 
happened to have in =tock was indented No orders for manufacture were placed 
m England, nor ere any being placed now 

Mr Manu Subedar Will the Honourable Membei then assure this House 
that so far as the future is eorcerned any orders going out of this country are 
carefully scrutinized and that whatever can be produced here will be taken 
bv Government? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh' I can issme the Honourable Member 
that all orders placed for enamelware will be most earefullv scrutinized to see 
that they are placed first in India if obtainable 

( 1085 ) a 
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Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know fiom the. Honoui.ible Mem¬ 
ber bow many of these companies aic Indi m > 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh The gieit mujonty 
an M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mae 1 know why cultr-, ait placed m 
the United Kingdom when the need loi the same kind ol enamel uiiults lieie 
must be going down m new of tin tiet th it the Army units have bum 
disbanded 9 

The Honourable Ml A A Waugh [ have explained that no oideis aie being 
placed in the United Kingdom since the wai is ovei 
Resolutions of the Second Foreign Ministers’ Conference in Moscow 
340 ♦Prof N G Ranga Will the Secretoiy foi External Affairs be pleased 
to state 

(a) it Government have examined the lesolutious of the Second boieign 
Mmibtus (onfeieme held in Deccmbei, 1945, m Moscow, if so, them appre¬ 
ciation of the lesolution tint accepts India as one of the members of the 
pioposed vvoiId organisation, 

(b) whethei the political position theiem envisaged foi India is m any way 
diffeieut fiom, or better than, that granted to India soon after the last world 
wai when India was accepted as an ouginal membei of the League of Xitions 
and 

(c) vv hethei the Government of India was consulted b\ the Bntish Gov 
eminent or has made am lepicsentaticns on its own initiative to the British 
Government on the eve of the said Confetcnce as leguds the Inch in inteiests 
in the Pacihc and Indian Ocean 1 

Mr H Weightman (a) Government hive ex mimed tht communique issued 
nftei the Foieign Ministers Confeience m Moscow m Dccemln i 1915 but can 
find no reference in it to acceptance of India is one of the membei s of i proposed 
world organisation 

(b) Does not arise 

(c) No question affecting Indian mteiesfs in the Tndnn Occ in aie i nosi it 
this Conference but His Mnjestv’s Government hive at the instince of (lovcin- 
ment of India, seemed that India s interests m the Pat lhc area shidl he site 
guarded bv the inclusion of a representative of Indn in the Far Easton Com¬ 
mission and of a member representing the Minted Kingdom \ustialn New 
Zealand and India m the Allied Council for Tapan The luttti will he assisted 
bv nn Advisei appointed bv Govemmei t of Indi i 

* Mr K 0 Neogy With reference to put (a) max I know if it is not a fact 
that the question of India’s pirticipation m the Peace Confeience did aiise at 
this Conference 0 

Mr H Weightman Yes, Sir That is conect 

Mr K 0 Neogy Do T take it then that thou was no objection to India s 
participation as a co-eqml with the othn nations of the corid 0 

Mr H Weightman India s paihcipation m the Peace Treaties Confoenee 
was accepted at the Moscow Confeience and Tndia will sign the Tieatics with 
the enemv countries 

Mr K 0 Neogy Ts it a fact tint at one stage Russia took exception ta 
India s participation in the Peace Conference on the ground that India was not 
free to eondnrt her foreign relations? 

Mr H Weightman T believe that is so 

Mr K 0 Neogy Does the Honomable Member propose to give us an idea 
about the ansvvei that was furnished to this objection either bv the British 
Foreign Secret uv or on heh-lf of the Government of India 0 

Mr H Weightman I am afraid I am not able to give an answer 
Mr K 0 Neogy Will the Honourable Member please make enquiries and 
then let us know what the exact answer to this objection was? 
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Mr H Weightman Yes, Su 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May i know from the Honomabk Member 
it it is a fact that in agieenig to India s participation in the World Organization, 
Russia demanded that the Baltic btates bliould albo be given the same status 
is a quid pro quo’ 

Mr H Weightman I think not 

Prol N. G. Ranga Is it not a tact that India ’8 considered to be a part of 
the British Delegation and theiefore any pnvilege 01 anv position that may be 
gi\en to India is looked upon as an additional privilegf oi position given to 
Cheat Britain? 

Mr H Weightman Part oi what delegation 0 
Prof N G Ranga British Einpiie Delegation 
Mr H Weightman In the Peace Tientn s Conference—no, Sir 
Mr President I think the question is not properly understood by the Hon 
ourahlc Mcrnbei 

Prof N G Ranga Is it not a fact that the other counties, especially 
Soviet Russia, did consider that any privilege or position given to Tndia will only 
be v part and parcel of totil represent ition given to the Bntish Empire and 
theiefore th«.\ took objection to any share being given to India 1 

Mr H Weightman I cannot answer for what the Russian Government may 
havt thought The fact lemains that India is to be a party to the signing of the 
Peace Treaties 

Prof N G Ranga What is, the exact position ot India & delegation there’ 
Is India s delegate completeh free to act in the interest of India and indepen 
dentlv of the British total d'degition for the British Empire ' 

Mr H Weightman Yes, bn 

Prof N G Ranga Whv is it that my Honourable triend says that part (b) 
ot this que stion does not arise ’ The question is whether the position of India 
todiv m the United Nations Organisation is better or wor->e than what it was 
when she became an oiiginal.membei of the League of Nations 0 

Mr H Weightman l’ait (b) follows from part (a) which refeis to the accept¬ 
ance of India as one of the members of the pioposed World Oipamsation 

Mr K 0 Neogy When the Honourable Membei said, rithu conveved the 
impression, that India was free to take anv action which she chooses indepen¬ 
dently I take it, of the United Kingdom—His Majesty s Government—do T take 
it, that it is the case of the Honourable Member that the Government of India 
is free to act as indicated? 

Mr H Weightman I am not quite sure that I appreciate the signi¬ 
ficance of that question 

Mr K 0 Neogy Whit did he mean when the Honourable Member agreed 
vith mv Honourable friend Prof Ranga that Tndia was free to take my action 0 
Do I take it that when he refeired to Tndia, he meant the Government of India 
is at present constituted—the Govemoi-General m Council 0 

Mr H Weightman* The Government of India at the time of the signing of 
he Peace Treaties 

Mr M Asaf Alt’ Mav I know whether India is being treated us i sovereign 
ountiv and has become a member in her own right? If it is not so whar is 
ho explanation that the Government have to offer about the position which India 
ccnpies m these International Conferences? 

Mr H Weightman’ I am sorry T have not followed that question 

Mr. M Asaf All Is it or is 16 not a fact that India constitutionally is not 
et a sovereign country? 

Mr » WolcrSt™.". v— 
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Mr M. Asal All If so, m what position is India being represented at these 
international conferences ? 

Mr. H. Weightman* India is being represented m so far as 
Mr M Asaf All. Obviously as a subordinate country 1 

Mr H Weightman May I pioceed, Sir ; India is being lepiesented on the 
Peace Treaty Conference as one of the countries, that actively waged war with 
the substantial military foices against the European enemy States 

Mr M Asaf All That is not enough What 1 am wanting to know is this 
whether India is being treated as a sovereign country in these international 
conferences or not If so, why does this anomalous position continue, that here 
m the countiv itself, the Government of India is only a subordinate Govern 
inent ’ 

Mr President Is the position clear to the Honourable Member? 

Mr K O Neogy The Honourable Member stated that the reference to 
India means the Government of India as it may be constituted at the time the 
Peace Treaty comes to be signed Whether it is the Government of India as at 
present constituted, 01 as it may be constituted at that time, do I take it that 
the Secretary of State, representing His Maiesty s Government, and the British 
Parliament have already agreed to relax their control over India insofar as this 
position goes? 

Mr H Weightman I do not think the question has arisen 1 have explained 
how India stands m relation to the signing of the pence treatv I cannot go 
further than that 

Mr K 0 Neogy But the Honourable Member has already given an assur¬ 
ance that the Govirmnent of India as it mav he then constituted, will be fiee 
to take whatever action she chooses at the time Do I take it that this answer 
is based upon anv assurance that the Government of India mav have received 
alreadv fiom His Majesty’s Government that the constitutional control exercised 
hv the British Parliament and His Majesty’s Government ovei the Government 
of Tndia will be relaxed for this particular purpose’ 

Mr H Weightman No, Sir That matter has mot come under consideration , 
Mr K 0 Neogy How then docs the Honourable Member give that 
assurance? 

(No answer) 

Prof N O Ranga- How are the Indian delegates at the UNO Conference 
advised’ Does the Government of Tndia first get its advice from the British 
Government and then pass it on to them, or do they get advice direct from the 
Government of India without being tutored bv outside authority’ 

Mr H Weightman' We now seem to have gone to the UNO The answer 
is that the Government of India delegates to the UNO have been instructed 
bv the Government of India themselves and not after reference to anyone else 
Production or Steel in India 

341 *Mr Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies give figures of the production of steel in India during the years 
1939 40 1941-41, 1941 42, 1942-43, 1943 44 1944 45 and 1945-46 (upto the 
31st December 1945)? 

(b) Which kind of steels, which were not produced in India before the war, 
were produced during the war? 

(c) After the steel was so produced, how much steel was given for the 
consumption of the civil population? 

(d) How much steel is available as surplus? 

fe) Ts it on order with the producers, or is it in the hands of Government? 

(f) Have all orders placed during the war been cancelled or only some of 
them’ 

(e) Whv have not Government made steel available for building purposes 
to the civil popu’ation? 
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The Honourable Mr. A A Waugh fa) A statement is laid on the table 

(b) Shell steel, alloy steel for bullet pioof plates, acid open Hearth stee' 
for wheel, tyre and axles, and a wide range of tool and alloy steels to various 
specifications, have been produced in India during the war fot the fust time 

(c) A statement is laid on the table 

(d) and (e) The quantity of surplus steel was estimated after V J day to be 
3,70,000 tons This was lying paitly with fabricators and partlv vutl Govern 
ment 

(f) Most of the unexecuted war demands have been cancelled 

(g) Steel has been made available for building purposes as rapidlv as the 
supply position permitted The limits of unlicensed sales arc also being enhanced 
so that steel for building purposes can be acquired without ucencr s 


Statement 

Part (a) 

Statistics have been compiled according to the calendar year and not by the finanoial 


Year 

1039 

1040 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 
1948 


Total production (in tons) 
8,42,902 
10,33,784 
11,37,680 
10,70,481 
11 66,204 
10,59,292 
10,69,045 


Year 


Part (c) 


1941 (August—December) 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

N B —-Figures for ear her periods are not available 


Allocation for civil consumption 
(in tons) 

57,951 

1,50,045 

1,27,089 

1,81,561 

3,31,181 


Mr. M&nu Subedar. With regard to (b), may I know whether Government 
have made anangemuits for the continuation of the production of different 
kinds of steels which were produced during the war, and whether Government 
will protect these particular pi eductions against foreign imports of like kind ’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Arrangements have neen made foi con 
tmuing the production ot these special steels If there is any need for protection 
that will certainly be examined 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar What percentage of the steel production 
duung the war was taken by the Government? 

The Honourable Mr A. A Waugh At one time, Sir, about 9U per cent of it 
But that was at the peak of the war 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know if during the war ‘hat 
portion which was released for civilian consumption came up to 25 per cent at 
any time? 

, The Honourable Mr A A Waugh 1 Yes Sir, in 1945 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Mav I know if any promise is given foi 
steel exports from India? 

The Honourable Mr A A. Waugh" A negligible quantity 
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Organization oi the Steel Controllers 

342 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies please state when the offices of the Steel Controllers at the 
Centie and in the Piovnu es wen ireattd tnd what is the picsent organization 
of the Steel Controllu } 

(b) Who are the people uid what me thiy being paid per month'’ 

(l) Oil what bisis is pnontv for the supply of steel based since the 
stoppage of hostilities? 

(el) Have Govi uinient leeeived lepiesentation from the Piovitieial Govern¬ 
ments and seen cvpiession of public opinion in the press that it is essential 
to supply steel ioi building work being lesumed? 

(e) Do Government propose to take steps to make available about a thousand 
tons tor the eitv ol Bombay which suffered through the explosion? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) and (b) \ stitennnt is laid on the 

table 

(t) No definite pnontv instructions are m opeiation since (lie stoppage of 
hostilities but the getnril piinciplc is tint Government dennnds for J)i fence, 
Rulvvaxs and Cml purposes and ilso the demands of the industries fostered 
b\ Government dming the wai ue given picfeimee over other demands 

(d) Yes, bif 

(e) Immedntelv after the explosion m Bombav, Ooveimncnt made m allot 
incut of 1,000 tons of steed foi urgent leconstinotion vvoik but this was not taken 
up 


Office 

Place 

Date 

of 

creation 

Name of the officer 

Pay 

Iron and Steel Controller 
and ex officio Controller 
of Steel fin ports 

Calcutta 

1 8 41 

Mr E G Spooner 

Nomial salary of 
Re 1 per 

annum 

Regional Dy Iron and 
Steel Controller, Bengal 
Circle 

Calcutta 

1 12 42 

Mr A K Mitra 

Rs 1,550 p m 

Regional Dy Iron and 
Steel Controller, Bombay 
Circle 

Bombay 

1 12 42 

Mr L P Berry 

Rs 1,700 p m 

Regional Dy Iron and 
Steel Controller, Sind 
Circle 

Karachi 

1 6 43 

Mr J P Bapasola 

Rs 1,800 p m 

Regional Dy Iron and 
Steel Controller, Madras 
Circle 

Madras , 

1 2 43 

Mr L Henshaw 

Rs 1,800 p m 

Regional Dy Iron and 
Steel Controller, Punjab 
Circle 

Lahore 

1 2 43 

Mr Inder Prasad 

Rs i,fSoo p m 

Regional Dy Iron and 
Steel Controller, U P 
Circle 

Cawnpore 

5 2 43 

Mr R R Chan 

Rs 1,450 p ra 


Mr Manu Subedar Have Government enquired why it was not taken up’ 
The Honourable Mr A A Waugh The Bombay Government found they did 
not need it One leason was, I think, that the explosion literally uncovered 
undisclosed stocks 



am>w; 


STARK*!) QUl.STICi.Yi AND 
Mr Manu Subedar JLij 1 know whcthci the Cential Government, who are 
iL^ponsible foi the explosion, made am mipnly as to wiry the ei ioniums popula¬ 
tion which was dchoused on account ot tin'llxploaiou in lioitihu liis not been 
lchuusccl in buildings uni win thest buildings base not gone up-’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh I must ask for notice of that >pu stion 
Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know it any portion of this is 
allowed for the pmposc of agnail Uu.il machinery’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Yes 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Whit pel cent age is dlowed foi building 
pm poses and whit percentage lot agncultuial machines 0 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh If the Honour ihlc Member so desnes I 
shall i olh < t tin mioimition but so f u as possible all agncultuial needs aie 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Is the llonom iblo Mcmbci iw m that 
theie lias him i 1 ngi dim mil It mi the igiicultuial populauon but for w tut of 
pnoutv thi\ ui put to a lot of tioubh and will Ik gm snuil u pnfnmct to 
igncnltm.il m ichini l s ’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh ! will ixminii this ipuslion hut 1 i.innot 
juniniw un ihsoluti pi unite foi agucultiu d machini r\ 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar How long is tins contiol o\ti steel to he 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Government have come to no decision 

Oil til It slll))l C t 

Prof N <J Ranga In view ot th tact that dining this food cnsis one of the 
higgt st things neided is ulequate tisnspoit will Government lie pleased to give 
sjin i il pnoiitv toi the supplv of iron hands for bullock carts th it m used in the 
eomitl\side l.\ /wsmis? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh 1 do not think a special pi unity is 
it (pinid, hut is milch is pos ihle will hi nude ivulihle foi the purpose 

Mr Manu Subedai Is it i tact that some ot the contiolleis \uu directly 
iskoci tied with soim ot llte hi” sietl ploducing complines’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Tin lion anil Steel Controller was lent 
to ns h\ a big steel pioducmg comp my 

Mr Manu Subedar Tin mm now continuing steel m lent ofhens or men 
assoenttd with otlui steel companies uul lht\ ite onl\ waiting to go hack as 
mon as Government abolishes the steel contiol ’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Some officers were lent to us and when 
tin re is no need foi finthei contiol, I have no doubt some of them will reyoin 
tK hi ms to which thev helonged 

Prof N G Ranga 7s it necessan foi flu Government to wait until the 
7>(s<ms tefuse to plouch the land ind e ut the gram to the markets before they 
leahze (lie netds foi special pnoritv? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Steel is bang ver\ largely supplied to 
rait denleis and foi agricultural lmphinents 

Shortage o> Steer due to Stopping of Rolling Mills 
343 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
md Supphes please state how many steel rolling mills there are m India? 

(h) How many of these were stopped by Government through their un¬ 
willingness to release coal for them’ 

(c) Who advised Government that this was a desirable thing to do? 

(d) What was the total number of men thrown out of work by this stoppage? 

(e) Is it a fact that the acute shortage of steel everywheie is due to the 
stopping of thp lolling mills? 

(f) Have onleis been given foi the lesumption of work by them if so, how 
many? 
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The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (V) The Honourable Member presumably 
refers to steel rolling mills of re lofieis There ne 105 of these who are mem 
beis ot the Steel Ee rolling Mills Association of India and 50 mills who ne not 

(b) There was no question of Government bung unwilling to allot coal, but 
at a time when the shoitage of coal was acute, pioductiou had to be cone (.titrated 
on the more efficient units The Honouiable Membei is refened to the answers 
given to question No 2.10, on 13th February, 1946 

(c) Government were responsible for the decision t iKen in the cises attei 
considering the recommendations of its officers 

(d) The information is not available 

(e) and (f) No, Sir The Honourable Membei is tefeired to the answers 
to Question No 230, on the 13th February, 1946 

Mr M&nu Subedar May I know whv Government have not enquired about 
the number of men who were thrown out bv their mbitraiv action in withholding 
coal from these rolling mills? 

Tne Honourable Mr A A Waugh If the Honourable Member wishes I shall 
endeavour to collect the intounation The number of men emplovcd in these 
mills varied considerably from time to time 

Mr Manu Subedar What happened to the scrip which the-e re rolling nulls 
were using’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh The Honourable Member has another 
question on that which I shall answer later 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar The Honouiable Member lias leferred 
to the answer given to some question m his replv Mac I know if orders have 
been given for the resumption of these nulls and if so how mam 7 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh All of them ue allowed to urn now and 
I think nearlj all of them are running 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Has tin Honouiable Membei examined 
the coal position and me they m i position ipmt fiom the question of giving 
oulers foi the lesumption of the mills, to run or is it a fact th it some of th m 
are not able to tun for want of coal? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh I have had no complaints that urn mills 
have been closed for want of coal 

Mr Manu Subedar Will the Honouiable Membei make further enquiries 
and l.nd out whether the rolling mills are able to supply the /.lions’ icquire- 
nients, for which mv Honourable friend Prof Eanga was pleading > 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Yes l sh ill make enquiries 
Import oe Steel since 1939 

344 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable Membei for Industries and 
Supplies please state how much steel has been imported since September 1939? 

(b) How many import licences have been applied for and sanctioned 7 

(c) What happens to the steel scrap in India, while the rolling mills which 
weie using this w r eie stopped? 

(d) Was any pressure brought on Government by the Tata Iron and Steel 
Company Limited, and the SCOB for discontinuing the working of smaller 
mills’ 

(e) In view of the shortage of steel in India, what arrangements have Gov¬ 
ernment made for securing a large supply from the U S A or the United Kingdom 
or Belgium, where an excess is reported? 

(f) Did any of the deputations including that of Sir Ardeshir Dalai make 
an effort to get more steel for India? 
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The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) A statement is laid on the table 

(b) The total numbei of applications received upto the end of Januai), 1946, 
is 24,852 and the numbei of licences issued is 20,221 

(c) The bulk of the scrap was utilised bv those rolling mills which weie in 
operation and the balance was released foi civil consumption 

(d) No, Sir 

(e) During the war, the Government arranged to import and distribute 
balance of steel representing the difteicnce between essential Indian demand and 
indigenous pioduction Steps are non being taken to enable import througn 
normal channels Certain categories of steel can non be impuited under Open 
General Licence from the Sterling areas Further, licences to import from other 
sources are granted when supplies are not available from the sterling aieas and 
when they are required for essential purposes 

(f) Sir Ardeshir Dalai’s deputation was not foi the puipose of obtaining more 
steel India needs imports only in certain categories like tin plates and sheets 
and every effort is being made to obtain greater supplies of these 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 


Statement 


Import in tons 
2,78,449 
1,96,861 
1,53,436 
1,79,982 
3,20,063 
3,34,084 
3,26,327 


Mr Muhammad Nauman Will the Honouiable Membei state with reference 
to part (e) of the question how the Belgian comp am s steel puces compare with 
the prices of steel that is being imported’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh I hate no information about Belgian, 
steel puces but T can make enquiues 

Mr Manu Subedar In view of the fact that steel prices are still very high, 
particularh foi civilian building purposes, will not the Honourable Member 
anange for a large issue for civilian purposes at special puces tor building 
houses or for the import ot light qualities from the Continent The Honourable 
Membei mentioned the Steihng ar°i but I emphasise the word Continent Whv 
should we not be permitted to get steel from Belgium as was being supplied to 
the whole of the Bombay market before the war and whs is the advice of the 
Tata Iron and Steel Co and the SCOB who aie interested parties taken b\ 
Government against the obvious public convenience of the people of Bombas ’ 
The Honourable Mr. A A Waugh I shall enqune about the Belgian position 
but I would remind the Honourable Alember that the woild puces of steel aie in 
geneial not so low as those of Indian steel 

Sir M Anantnasayanam 'Ayyangar • What is SCOB ’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Steel Corporation of Bengal 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mav I know from the Honourable 
Membei if even duung the wai them were laige imports of steel fiom outside 
India? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Yes Sir The mfoimation is supplied 
m answer to another question 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mav I know from the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber that if there is no sufficient material, it is because owing to lack of coal the 
rolling mills were not allowed to run and that this shortage could easily be made- 
up? 
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The Honourable Mr A A Waugh As I luve e\p]amed previously there 
w is no fill m production when the u tolling mills wtie stopped teinporanlv 

Mr Manu Subedar Am I to undeist md horn tin -Honoui.dile Mtmbci tint 
Sir Ardeshn Dalai was not at all eimmncd with tlu steel position with the 
acute shoitage of steel foi building put poses in India wIn li hi wi lit vbioicl? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh 1 do not think that tli it w is the ptupose 
of his mission I mvv explain ioi the Honoii'ilile Mi mhei s infomi itiou that 
we < mplovcd a sptenl offuei tlu St.el Tmpoit Contiolltr during the wai, <md 
he madi neu effort to get tlu hinds of stul nquned 

Mr Manu Subedar Since tlu wai is over is this olheii still functioning and 
has he piodueed am lesults'’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh The post was amalgmiatid with the 
post of Steel (’ontiollei who dims oil with the sann iffoits to get impoits 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mu I know if tlu mmibei <f nnpoit 
heensts tint luve been gianted will mteiteie with the local piodiution ol stnl 1 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh \o Sn lac tnses arc not gi anted which 
mac nitei fue with the loeil piodiution of the aim lands of steel 

Reckvitmeint of St att vs the (IIP Raiiw av 

345 *Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Will the nonomahle the 11 nlw iv 

Membei please state 

( i) how recimtinent ot stitl (suhoidm itc; chawing ovei 11s lfKI p<_i ihoihui 
on the f»reat Indian Ptinnsulai Eulway is made, md whctlni theie aie uiv 
Selection Boaiels tor the pui pose, 

(b) it the answer to (a) is m tlu alhunitivc whetliei thev ire putt tune or 
whole time officeis, and whether tliej consulei piotnotions or ippointmentx 
purely on merit, 

(c) whether there are different scales of pav for the Anglo Indians and 
Indians for the same post, oi whether theie die, m effect giades to which only 
Anglo Indians are, as a rule, promoted and not Indians 

(el) whether any kind of preference is shown to /my cliss of persons m 
recruitment to subordinate post or gazetted posts, and, if so, what, and the 
reasons therefor, 

(e) whethei any pieference that may be shown to childien oi relatives of 
persons in the Railway service is shown only to certain favoured classes like the 
Anglo Indians or the Parsis, and 

(f) the number of persons recruited hv promotion or direct appointment, 
during the year 1945 on this Railway, and how many of them were (l) Hindus, 
(n) Muslims, (m) Anglo Indians and others for posts drawing Rs 100 per 
mensem and over? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (i) to (f) The Honouiable Member 
is leferred to inv replv to Starred Question No 110 isked in the House on 8th 
Febiuaiv, 1946 Complete information ugarding direct lecrmtment on the 
G T P liiilwtn to posts eairvmg v snlarv of Rs 100 per mensem and over is 
not available and is being obtained It will ho laid oil the table of the House in 
due comse 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar 4ie then selection bonds to deal with all 
classes of appointments? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall With selection posts 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mav T know if these selection bo.uds ire 
permanent bodies, whethei they uie also concerned with the question of piomo- 
tions anel with cases v/liere peisons who were appointed originalh wcie deprived 
of their promotions at a later stage and whetliei the bonrd can also go into the 
question whether promotions ire made regulailv and pioperlv and whether its 
functions are similar to those of the Public Service Commission m safeguarding 
the lights of the employees/ 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I am not quite sure whether they 
ixpply to all grades 


Recruitment of Staff on East Indian Rahway 
346 *Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (<>n hchtll of Sri R Venkatasubba 
Reddiar) Vn 11 the Honour.iblc the Railway Member please state 

(a) how reciuitrmnt of staff (subordinate) drawing over Rs 100 per mensem 
on the East Indian Railway is made, and whetlier there are any Selection Boards 
for the puipose. 


(b) if the inswei to (i) is in the affirmative, whether they are part time or 
whole tame officets and whether thiv considei promotions or appointments 
purely on merit 

(c) whether Ihtre arc ditfeient scabs ot pav tot the Anglo Tndianb and 
Indians for the same post oi whether thi re me in effect grades to which only 
Anglo Indians aie, as a ink, promoted md not Indians 

(d) whether any Kind of picfeitnee is shown to am class of persons in re 
xnuitrncnt to subordinate posts oi gazetted posts, and if so, what, and the 
reasons therefor, 

(e) whethei any preference that may be shown to children or relatives of 
pcisons in the Railway stunt is shown only to certain favoured classes like 
the Anglo Tnchnns, and 

(f) the number of peisons iccruited bv promotion or duect appointment, 
duinig the xtai 191 r i on this Rulxxiu , and how main of them wtie—(i) Hindus, 
(li) Muslims (m) \nglo Indians md others for posts drawing Rs 100 per 
mensem and o\ei ' 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) to (t) The Honouiable Member 
is icfcrred to mx replx to Ins Starred Question \ T o 110, asked on the ftth 
Febniarv, 1946 

As legards direct reuuitmcnt on the F T Railway to posts earning a salary 
of Rs 100 per mensem and o\ti, the requned lnfomution is i> follows 


Community Direct Recruit* 

Hindus Ill 

Muslims 20 

Europeans and Anglo Indians 34 

Indian Christians 3 

S.khs . 3 


Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mu T Know fiom the Honourable Member 
with icfcience to his inswei to pait (e) of the question whether there is mv 
discrimination shown as between (lasses and classes / 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall No Sn There is a certain preference 
Miown to childrui and, T think ud iti>es of ill classes of ruhv'u servant* 1 ? but it 
is a limited piefeience 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Ala\ 1 Know ,f there is anv wntten mle 
that ceitain classes of mdmduals oi communities shall be shown preference m 
rnilwa\ services' 


The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall No, S,r The only preference is that 
given undei a .esoliition of 1094 1 hue fo.gotten the exact date wlmh provides 
for a minimum pax of Rs 55 to Anglo Ind.ms m all Government Departments 
Lt -Ool Dr J 0 Chatterjee Mnv T know whethei it ,s not A f,„ t that the 

children of In dim employee^ f ° r the edueatlon of 

tl J be HOnOUrable Sir Edward Benthall I should .eqmre notue of that ques- 
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Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Whose lesolution is, it tJiat the Honour¬ 
able Membei letened to, of 1944 ? Is it of the Assembly or of the Government 
of India 5 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall It is a lesolution of the Government 
of Indn in the Home Depaitmcnt 

Mr Frank R Anthony Is the Honourable Membi r aware that in the matter 
of education, local authouties suen is district boards and municipalities discri¬ 
minate against the Anglo Indians and do not provide schools and educational, 
facilities for them 1 

Mr President I do not think that question arises 

Increase in Prices of Cartridges hy British Firms 

347 *Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon (a) Will the Honourable Member foi 
Industries and Supplies be pleased to state it it is a fact that prices of cartridges 
hive been increased by British firms from the 1st January, 1946? 

(b) Did Government make any representation to His Majesty’s Government 
to bring down the prices m view of the Government of India’s desire to bring 
down the prices m India? If not, why? 

(c) If for anv specific reisons Government arc unable to interfere with the 
prices of British firms, what action have Government taken to adjust the Indian 
prices accordingly? 

(d) I« it not a fact that prices of 2\" cartridges are higher than those of 24 "? 

(e) Is it a fact that prices of 2J" cartridges have not been gazetted? 

(f) Is it a fact that an Assistant ControTlei General of Civil, Supplies, 
Bombay permitted certain films at Bombay to make higher charge for 2f" 
cartridges m accordance with the pre-war practice? 

(g) Is it a fact that similai requests sent by the Karachi or Delhi merchants 
by registered post were either negatived or not replied? If so, yvhy? 

(h) If the reply to part (g) is in the negative, are Government prepared to 
enquire into the allegations against the Controller General’s Office at Bombay? 
If not. why? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (i) Goyeminent hive seen a ltpoit that 
one Bntish firm has raised pruts ftom 1st J.inu irv but havi no information as 
to other firms 

(b) No 

(c) So far Government lint no evidence that then Ins b<cii a general rise 
m the prices of British firms on \yhn Ii they coil'd t do iction 

(d) Goycinment have not sufficient material to si' definitely whither or not 
the price-, of 2f" cartridges ire higher than those ot 1\" < irtridges 

(e) Notification No l/2(94)/45CG (CS) dated the 8th September, 1945, 
issued by the Department of Industries and Civil Supplies under Section 3 of 
the Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention Ordinance eoveis all sizes of cartridges 

(f) Yes, but this appears to have been done undei misapprehension 

(g) Ont lequest was leceived from a Delhi merchant, and was negatived 
because Notification No l/2(94)/15-CG(CS), dated the 8th September 1945, 
as it stinds covers cartridges of non standard sizes A review of this Notifica¬ 
tion is now under consideration, since it is perhaps now necessary to fix prices 
on a dilfeient basis for non-standard size cartridges 

(h) Does not arise 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon May I know what action it is pioposed to take 
against the firm who raised the prices in Delhi, with reference to part (a) of the 
question? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh This is a British farm we cannot take 
any action against British firms 
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Seth Yiunif Abdoola Haroon May I know why he discriminates between 
British and Indian films? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh* I might explain the particular notice 
referred to was received from a firm m England who notified an in< rcase in the 
shilling prices of cartridges 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know if cartridges are allowed to 
be manufactured by private firms m this country? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh I must ask for notice I am not aware 
whether there is any manufacture in India 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon With regard to part (g) may I know how long it 
•will take for the Government to decide the matter’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh T am grateful to the Honourable Member 
for having raised this question, and as soon as we tan get definite evidence of 
what the prices are now, we shall revise the notification 

Ice and Aerated Water Contracts on North Western Railway 
348. *Mr Tamlzuddin Khan (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Member 
be pleased to state if it is a fict that ice and aerated water contracts on the 
North Western Railway used to be granted to only those who were professional 
■contractors and owners of aerated water factories’ 

(b) Who are the conti ictors on the North Western Railway for supplvmg 
aerated water and aie they professional contractors’ 

(c) Is it a fict that contiactois who weie appointed for supplying aerated 
water on platforms and in lunning tiams of section E of the North Wfstern 
Railway did not own anv aerated water factory at the time when the contract 
was given to them i e , on the *2drd December 1944’ 

(d) If replv to (c) is in the ifhrmvtive, why was this breach of piactice and 
customarv rules on this Railway effected m this individual instance? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) Conti acts are granted to manu- 
factureis of mineral waters who possess suitable aerated watei factoues, and are, 
otherwise, consideied suitable foi the work 

(b) (1) Messrs K%nshi Ram lvhosla & Madan Mohan of Lahoie 
(u) Messrs byed A A M Wazir Ah of Lahore 

(m) Messrs Teplitz 4erated Water Companv of Lahore 
(iv) Messrs Bliss & Co of Karachi 

These contractors complv with the conditions for giant of Ice and Aerated 
Water Contracts 

(c) No 

(d) Does not arise 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Is it i fact that Mi Khosla was a member of the 
Local Advisory Committee and used his influence to get this contract and that 
he was not the owner of any aerated water factorv at that time’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall He was a member of the Local 
Advisory Committee but I am not aware that he used anv influence The third 
part of the question is not correct 

Mr Muhammad Nauman He owned no factorv whatsoever and he was not 
doing this as his profession ever in his life 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall That is incorrect 
Mr Muha mm ad Nauman* Was a public agitation started last vear and has 
the Honourable Member information of that’ Were any inquiries made at that 
time? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Yes the matter lies within the 
competence of the General Manager, hut when these public representations were 
made last vear, I personally looked into the matter verv earefullv sent for the 
original papers and came to the conclusion that there was no reason to interfere 
with the discretion of the General Manager 
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Mr Muhammad Nauman \\ is it poinhd c,ut tint lit made tins false allega¬ 
tion th it ho owned i facton it that turn when | K isktd foi that contract 1 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Tint bn, is mcouect 
Mr Manu Subedar What is the geneial polic v ot Government in the matter 
of giving out these conliacts to. cabling mil ui Govnnnient aw.no that the 
monev which thev tike horn the . mti ittoi lo. th. pm'lege ot supple mg certain 
things is recouped bv him fiom tin |)iil)lic md the public have to pav i higliei 
puce 1 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Tins is not i contiact toi catering 
Mr Manu Subedar Do I tike it that the pices toi aerated wateis seivcd 
to the pissengcis on nil wavs m ivi.th the pun- it winch these aeiated wateis 
could be se. ured outside ’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I should icqiuie notice of that, but 
the pines ne lcgulated 

Mr Manu Subedar Was n.. pummni pud it ill on this occasion toi the 
privilege of catcimg ’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Vs but I should lequue notice of it 
to give the figuies 

Mr Manu Subedar I do not w mt th. hguus I want to know the police 
Win is it tint th. railw ly idmmisli itions tn m make monev on things which 
ultnnatelv the public pavs md which does not mtiease hut leduces the eonveni 
encts ot the travelling public 1 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall The Government does not ntcessaulv 
accept the highest tendei in these mafteis tin v accept the highest tench i fiom 
the man best calc (dated to serve ‘he p iblic 

Mr Manu Subedar Do Government s t c that the ptucschniged th the 
passengeis for aerated wateis in not Inglui tlnn the puces at which such 
aerated waters can be secured outside > 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Yes, it is laid down that a licensee 
slnll supple ice and lerited w itcis to passengers at scheduled rates 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Whit steps ire bung tikm to sec that 
ml iii.I decent w iter is supplied m tin icrated waters 0 Atp thev inspected 
from time to time ’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bentha'l > t s 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar IV whom' 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 1 would uquirc notice of that 
Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan Ts tin Honoutabl. Memlx i iw ne that the 
papets concerning this case of Afessis hhos'a were given to him and the evidence 
and certified copies fiom Amluli showed thut tins mm ncvei owned a fac torv 
and that such pipers were u illy a forgery 

Mr Muhammad Nauman \ . h ar ease of tm gerv * 

Mr President Order ordei 


The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall \o, tint was the allegation but the 
fact of the matter was that the turn m cpiestion hid contiol of anothoi fnctorv in 
Dcliia Dun mcl sufficient contiol over that factorv m question in \mbali tQ 
assume contiol ot it when thev united to 


Sir Muhammad Yamm Khan Miy T know that this was a case against an 
officer of the N W R who hid mined and gone to England, that he was 
involved m this case verv badlv and that is whv the whole of the V W 11 neoDle 
were trying to shield and shelve this matter? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The officer who inspected the factory 
at Ambala was a certain Muhammad Ibrahim, Senior Assistant Commercial 
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siuuti.u quysiions no 
Oftcci vvlio u,is in no wav connected with the officei who retued 

Mr' Manu Subedar In -view .»! these constant complaints will the Govern 
imnt i oiisidi 1 -I do not want m issm ime it one (-that tins sort ot thing 
shoo'd*be done cUpai tinuit illv mste id of being fanned out to the inconvenience 
of th, passe ng( rs > 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall \i the in ittei 1ns been under 
i onsidi intion ind 1 will consider it ignn 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Will tin Honom ddc Member consulei (he tnmi 
nation ot this (ontract linincdntelv in Mew of the f icts revealed m this House 9 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall No, as l hive said T went verv caie 
fullv into it md ( uni to tlu conclusion iftei i veil < utful studv of ill the 
fiefs, tbit we bait no icason to mteifcrt with the competence of tin Geneial 
Mnngti, tlu him m question I think giving leasonvble s itistaction, at 

It ist as good as sonic of the ollici conti u tors 

COMPIATNTS AGAINST CONTRACTORS. OF AeBATFD WaT* K SrpPI V ON 

E Sfction ot N W Railway 

349 *Mr Tamizuddin Khan (a) Will the Honourable the Radii i\ Membci 
be pleased to state how nnnj complaints were registered and sent to the North 
Western Railway Office ihout the faulty supply of aeiittd water against th-* 
pusciit eon t lie tors of Section E of the Noitli Western Uailuai 9 

(b) Wlint is the summary of tile complmits received during summit of 1945 
agunst the (’ontrnitois of the E Stction of the North Western Rulvix and the 
report of the action taken bv the North Western Railway on such complaints 9 

(c) If the replies to (a) and (bl are thut complaints were received do 
Government propose to change them In a new one 9 If not why not 9 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall f i> md (b) Eull infonnation is not 
icadilv ivnl ihh it is being codec t> d and w ill In pi iced on tlu t ihle of the House 
in due c ourst 

(c ) No On the mfoimation avail ddc* the wmk of the eonti ictors has been, 
on the whole satisfactory 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Is the Honoin ihle Me mini vwaro that the 
contiR tor has been fund a few times to tlic m lviniiun limit of one hundred 
nipces which should line fcnnin ited his contnet uitcnn iticlllv but foi i ertam 
faynuis which have been sboweied In linn 1 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall V s Su Time penalties hive been 
imposed undci the agreement 

Sir Muhammad Yamm Khan [s tins tin same Mi Kbosh who was men 
tinned m eonneetion with the pnvious cpustion’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall It is tin sum him md I have just 
exploited th it these penalties wen imposed is i result of inspection 

Mr Muhammad Nauman M .v T know uhethei on inspection the aerated 
w ltu was found medically unsmt ihle fo? human consumption 0 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall \ ,,-itiin unoiint of sediment w is 
round, 1 think, in some of the bottles 

Mr Muhammad Nauman How mam tunes were they inspected’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall T should require notice of that 
New Industries during War in Tndia 
350 *Mr Vadilal Lallubhai Will the Honourable Member foi Tndustnes 
m<t supplies be pleased to hv on the table of the House a statement as to 
0 what new industries came into being in Tndia during the war time, 

(u) their total capital outlay and production, 

(in) Government attitude towards them, and whether the respective interests 
' ere 0 °hsiilted by Government when these industries w*ere started, and 

(n) whether Government chalked out any fixed policy regarding the future 
ui me war time industries, if so, what is its exact nature 9 
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The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (0 and (u) A statement of industries 
which came into existence during the war and figures ot pioduction which are 
available is placed on the table The list is not exhaustive Information 1 elating 
to capital outlay is not available 

(in) and (iv) The attention of tin Hnuoiu iblo 'Member is invited to the 
Press Communique issued b\ Government on the 14th August 1945, ,i copy of 
which is placed on the table I would also iclei the Honourable Member to the 
‘Statement of Governments Tndustiial Police publislicd bv the Planning and 
Development Deputment icpies of which aic ivailnhle in the Library of the 
House ^ and to the Government af India Department of Conirnerc e Resolution 
■No 218 T 55/45, dated the 3id November 1945 constituting a Tariff Board, a 
cope of which is also placed on the table 

The new industries were started b\ puvate enterpnse in consultation with 
Government 


Industrie* which came into being during the war and figures oj pioduction 

Industry Production per annum approximate 


1 ALKALI Industry - 

Caustic Soda 
Pleaching Powder 
Liquid Chlorine 

2 Soda ash and Sodium Bicarbonate 

3 Potass’iun Chlorate 

4 Sodium Sulphate 

5 Bifbromatos 
8 Chromic acid 

7 Pine Chemicals— 

Oxalic Acid 

8 Miscellaneous Chemicals— 

Sodium Thiosulphate 
Sodium Sulphite 
Chloroaulphonic Acid 
Zinc Chloride 
Calcium Chloride 
Bamum Chloride 
Lead Acetate 

9 Waterproofing Compound 

10 Refining of non ferrous scrap White Metal 

11 Lead Pipes 

12 Aluminium 

13 Water Fittings 

14 extile Machinery Looms and spindles 
16 Electrical Accessories— 

Black Adhesive tapes 

Conduit Pipes and * D ’ class signalling cables 


4 600 tons 
7,300 , 

1,800 „ 

7 500 * 1 500 tons respectiv ply 
1 600 tons 
3,000 „ 

6,000 „ 

100 „ 

800 „ 

100 „ 

‘ 1 000 „ 

600 „ 

25 „ 

1,000 „ 

1,000 „ 

100 „ 

200 „ 

200 „ 

Total output not known 
350 
1,500 

100 000 Numbers* 

Total output not known 

40 tons 

Total output not known 


18 Pressure oil lamps 

17 Stoves 

18 Scientific Instruments 

19 Grinding wheels 

Note —The list is not exhaustive 


36,000 Numbers 
60,000 „ 

Total output not known 
310 tons 



1101 


HiARKhl) QUKSlIONb AND AN SWLHb 
Press Note, dated Uth Augutt 1945 
There is some natural anxiety among producers and manufacturers that the end of the 
war and the cancellation of orders for war supplies may mean the end of the assistance 
which they have had from Government in obtaining materials and other resources, and 
with transport, for the production of war supplies Government wish, therefore, to re¬ 
assure producers and manufacturers that, so long as the various Controls remain in force, 
they will endeavour to give assistance for the production of civil supplies in the same way 
as previously of war supplies, bv provisioning and allocating essential materials, such as 
coal, steel, cement and timber, procuring capital equipment and tools, obtaining transport 
priority, etc Government have instructed the Directorates in the Department of Supply 
that such assistance must continue, for the restoration of industry, its conversion from war 
to peace, and for its expansion Producers and manufacturers should, therefore, apply to 
the appropriate Directorate for the assistance they require, in order to get their share* in 
the allocation of available materials, etc 

For the procurement of stores to meet post war Government requirements, the policy of 
Government is to make the greatest possible use of indigenous production, and particularly 
of those industries which have, under the influence of war needs, achieved production con 
forming to acceptable standards and specifications While commodities paid for from 
the public purse must in general be the best that can be produced at the price, it is the 
aim of Government to establish continuity of procurement from industries which maintain 
a consistent performance, and which pay attention to new modifications and developments 
To this end Government will assist with technologists and training, where welcomed nr m 
procuring technical knowledge and assistance 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
RESOLUTION ' 

Tsjuits 

Ntw Delhi, the 3rd November 1946 

No 218 T (55,/4b—In the statement on industrial policy issued bv the Government 
of India on the 23rd April 1945, it was announced that, pending the formulation of a 
tariff policy appropriate to the postwar needs and conditions of the country and the 
establishment of permanent machinery for the purpose, Government would set up machi 
nerv for investigating claims from industries, which have been started or developed in war 
time and which arc established on sound lines, to assistance or protection during ths 
transition period \ puss communique issued on the same date invited indi--tries to id die*' 
their claimB to the Fecrctary to the Government of India in the Department of Commerce 

2 Seceril industries hace accordingly applied for assistance or protection, and on a preli 
minarj examination of their claims the Government of India have come to the conclusion 
that applications submitted by the following industries call for a detailed examination — 

(i) non ferrous metals, including antimony, 

(n) grinding wheels 

(m) caustic soda and bleaching powder, 

(iv) sodium thiosulphate sodium sulphate anhydrous sodium bisulphite, 

(v) phosphates and phosphoric acid, 

(vi) butter colour, aerated water powder colour 
(vn) rubber manufactures, 

(xml fire liose, 

(lx) wood screws, 

(x) steel hoops for bailing 

Other applications are under the consideration of Government and further action in 
their case will he taken in due course. 

3 In addition to the industries which have applied for assistance or protection, there 
are certain industries the starting of which was considered essential by the Government of 
India under conditions created by the war Early in 1940, Government announced that 
specified industries promoted with their direct encouragement during war time might feel 
assured that, if they were conducted on sound business lines, they would, by such 
measures as Government might devise, he protected against unfair competition from outside 
India. In accordance with this decision, the following industries have been given sa 
assuranoe of protection against unfair competition after the war — 

(i) bichromates, 

(ill steel pipes and tubes up to a nominal bore of 4 inches, 

(m) aluminium, 

(iv) calcium chloride, 

(v) calcium carbide , 

(vi) starch 
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Of these industries, only those engaged .n the manufacture of 
chloride and starch have so far apphed for assistance or protection do ing the ti^.iti— 
period The Government of India consider that the applications submitted by theee three 
industries also call for immediate investigation 

4 For the purpose of these and any subsequent investigations, the Government of Indi* 
have decided to set up a Tariff Board for a period not exceeding two years, m the first 
instance The Board will consist of — 

President 

&r R K Shanmukham Chetty, KCIE 

Members 


Vfr C C Desai, C I I , ICS 

Prof H L Dey, D Sc (London) 

The Board will include enc more Member whose name will be announced shortlv Mr. 
Desai will act as Secretary to the Board m addition to hi» duties as Member 

5 The Tariff Board is requested to undertake, in such order as it thinks fit, the investi¬ 
gation of claims put forward by the industries specified in paragraphs 2 and 3 above In 
the case of each industry the Board will, after such examination as it considers necessary, 
report -whether the industry satisfies the following conditions — 

(1) thst it is established and conducted on sound business lines, and 

(2) (a) that having regard to the natural or economic advantages enjoyed by the industry 
and its actual or probable costs it is likely within a reasonable time to deielop sufficiently 
to be able to cam on succcssfull without protection or State assistance, or 

(b) that it is an industry to which it is desirable in the national interest to grant pro 
tection or assist inco and that the probable cost of such protection or assistance to to* 
community is not exiessive Where a claim to protection or assistance is found to be esta¬ 
blished i e , if condition (1) and condition (2) (a) or (b) are satisfied, the Board will recom 

(l) whether at what rate and in respect of what articles, or class or description of 
articles, a protective duty should he imposed, 

(n) what additional or alternative measures should be taken to protect or assist the 
industry, and 

(m) for what period, not exceeding three years, the tariff or other measures recommended 
should remain in force 

In making its recommendations the Board will give due weight to the interest* of con 
sumer in the light of the prevailing conditions and also consider how the recommendations 
affect industries using the articles in respect of which protection is to be granted Sine* 
relief, to be effective aliould be afforded without delay the Board is requested to complete 
its enquiries with all possible expedition and to submit a repbrt as soon as the investigation 
of the claim of each industry is concluded 

6 The headquarters of the Board will he at Bombay, but it will visit such other places 
as it thinks necessary for purposes of its enquiries Firms and persons interested in any of 
these industries, or in industries dependent on the use of the products of these industries, 
who desire that their vieyvs ehonld he considered, should address their representations to the 
Secretary to the Board 

/ 4ny claims hereafter recened from other industries which in the opinion of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India are suitable for examination by the Board will be referred to the Board 
m due course for examination 


8 The Goyernment 
will afford the Board 
icque t for mformatior 


of India trust that Provincial Governments and Administrations 
ill (he assistance which it may require and will comply with any 
which may be addressed to them by it 


ORDER 

Ordfrso (hat a copv of (his Resolution be communicated to all Provincial Govern¬ 
ments all Chief Commissioners, the several Departments of the Government of India th* 
Politi-al Department, the Private and Militar Secretaries to His Excellency the Viceroy 
the Central Board nf Revenue the Auditor General, the High Commissioner for India in 
London the F.nnomio \dviser to the Government of India, the Directm of Commercial 
Intelligence Calcutta the Indian Trade Commissioner, London the Indian Government 
Trade Comm.-,oners at Yew York Buenos Aires Toronto, Alexandria Mombasa, Tehran 

rlutll Il,e C,n^lir n ir 7 r ,n J"?**' the Consulate General, 

Calcutta the Canadian Trade Commissioner in India, the Australian Trade Commis¬ 
sioner in India the Secretary, Tariff Board, Bombay and all the recognised Chamber* of 


Commi 


p and Assoru 


Owifr™ that a copv he communicated to the Government of Burma 
Onxivnrn also that it he pu hi, shed n thv; Cmette of India 


N R PTLLAT Secy 
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Mr Vadllal Lallubhai Is it a fact that the chemical manufacturers and 
the industry were not consulted when the plants for sulphuric acid and caustic 
soda weie distributed to the various parties? 

The Honourable Mr A. A Waugh’ I must ask for notice 

Prof N G. Ranga* Mav I know whether any assurances were given when 
money was put in these industries? 

The Honourable Mr A A. Waugh In certain cases an assurance of pro¬ 
tection was given 

Mr Vadllal Lallubhai Will the Honourable Member give the names of the 
parties to whom the plants were distributed, for sulphuric acid and caustic 
soda? ' 

The Honourable Mr A A. Waugh I can find out if the Honourable 
Member wishes I have not got the information with me 

Prof. N G. Ranga. Will the Honourable Member ascertain the facte and 
place them on the table as to in what cases such assurances have been 
given } 

The Honourable Mr A. A Waugh. Yes, Sir 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar How many of these industries could be 
said to have been started for war purposes and how many of them for ordinary 
civil needs in peace tune? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh Practically all of them 

Mr Manu Subedar Will the Honourable Member make an inquiry and 
find out how many of them are now functioning fully and how many are 
partially functioning and how many have stopped in order to enable Govern¬ 
ment thunse ves to cany out the various assurances he mentioned? Will he 
please make an inquiry? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh I can make an inquiry about any 
specific industry which the Honourable Member has reason to think is suffer¬ 
ing from unemployment, but so far as my information goes they are practi¬ 
cally all working ful.y 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: How many of these new industries 
were btorted by Government ard how many bv private enterprise? 

The Honourable Mr. A A Waugh They were all started by private enter¬ 
prise with encouragement from Government 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know whether the Central Gov¬ 
ernment or the Provincial Governments started any industries directly? 

The Honourable Mr A. A Waugh I cannot say for the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments but the Central Government did not start new industries and run them 
themselves 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar 16 it a fact that in the various ordnance 
factories various articles were produced both for war purposes and also for 
other than actual held puiposes? 

The Honourable Mr A. A Waugh The ordnance factories produced new 
type« of munitions and armaments and they also produced civil goods, parti- 
| cularly for the Hallways 

} Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: How are those ongmally engaged m the 
1 production of munitions, etc , and now no longer producing them, now 
switched on to other industries? Is it i fact that some of them have been 
| closed ? 

The Honourable Mr A A. Waugh: So far as my information goes, none of 
thorn has been c osed 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I draw the Honourable Member’s 
attention to one ordnance factory which was making bombs Now that bombs 
are not useful, except for throwing them on the civilian population of this 
eonntry, what use is mdde of such a factory? 
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The Honourable Hr A A Waugh That factory is making steel castings, 
which a#e very scared at present 

Prof N O Ranga In regard to these ordnance factories where many com¬ 
modities were made foi the army, what steps are being taken to see that these 
factories Are kept going in order of produce consumer goods for the dni to 
■day human needs? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh They are producing civilian goods and 

1 have leceived no complaints 

Shifting of Patna Dnad Letter Office 

351 *Mr Madandhan Smgh Will the Secietary for Posts and An be pleased 
to statt if it is a fict that the Dead Lcitei Office stationed at Patna (Bihar) 
his been shift< d to some other place? Tf so, why’ 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor The Dead Letter Office, Calcutta, was temporarily 
moud to T* itii t on aii omit ot conditions ueated by the wat but has now 
been looted hick to its original location 

The auestion of opening a separate Dead Letter Office at Patna ib, how 
evr now being pursued 

Lt -Ool Dr J O Oh&tterjee is it a fact that the number of dead letters 
is increasing so vastly that they are now almost more than live letters and 
because of that the selection of a second place for a dead letter office is being 
considered ? 

Sir Gurunath BeWoor - The answer to the first part is m the negative As 
regards the second part, it is merely a matter of administrative convenience 
Mr Muhammad Nauman In view of the housing difficulties in Calcutta, 
why was it considered necessary to shift this office from Patna to Calcutta, 
although there were facilities in P.rtna ’ 

SIT Gurunath Betfoor The Dead Letter Office was stopped by people who 
belonged to Calcutta and it was moved from Calcutta because of the danger 
of bombing bv the einmv When that danger passed, the office was moved 
back to Calcutta the staff being mostly residents of Calcutta It is not a 
fact that they were properly housed and fed in .Patna They were suffering 
great difficulties both as regards housing and office accommodation 

Lt -Col Dr J O Ohatterjee Were the dead letters considered so precious 
that bombing would have done them harm? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor The staff a’so would hav„ suffered 

Conthol of Teleprinter Linfs from Allahabah to Jubbtjifc i f 

352 *3hri Satya Narayan Sin ha (on behalf of Seth Govlnd Das) Will the 
Secretary for Posts anei An be pleised to state 

(a) whether he is aware of the fact that there are about seven or eight 
teleprintir lines fiom Allahabad to lublnilpo'-e and that these are under Military 
control, 

(b) whetht r of life onlv four or five of these lines are being used bv the 
military and the rest have been given up by them, 

(ci -whether Ihc lines which have been given up are shortly to be dismantled, 

and 

(it; whether he is prepared to divert these lines to civilian use by banding them 
over to hews agencies who at present have the teleprinter lines at other places’ 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor (a) and (b) At present out of six telegraph circuits 
recently provided between Allahabad and Jubbulpore, one is avadable for the 
use of the Posts and Telegraphs Department the remainder being military 
have besrt gwa n u*> by fha military 

, 2 ) £>6es H6t aflift 

fd) \)?hen applications are received for the use 6f these circuits for other 
-urposes OoT-»nment will consider the matter 
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Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar How many of these circuits are likely 
to be released in the whole of India from the Military Department in the near 
tntmeV 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor This question relates to circuits between Allahabad 
uni Jubbulpore There .ire numerous circuits all over India and the Military 
are i ('leasing them as and when thev are no longer required 

on M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar \\ Inf does the Depirlmmt piopose 
doing viith the released sets? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor Thus will be used for the handling of public traffic 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon 1- it > tut that some (ire nts which have 
hem u leused by the American authorities have been transferred to the British 
unlit u v authorities’ 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor J have no information at all T do not know if the 
Vmeia .uis had inv circuits If they hird they would have taken it from the 
Post' and Telegiuphs Department 

Seta Yusuf AMoola Haroon They had it from the Posts and Telegraphs 
Dcpaitmeut and instead of being transferred to civilian use, they are being 
taken over by the unlit nrv authorities Will the Honourable Member look 
into tile case? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor. I will look mto the matter I have no information 
Handicap to C P & Central India in Supply of News 

353 *Shri Satya Narayau Sinha (on behalf of Seth Govind Das)* Will the 
Secretary for Poets and Aar please state 

(a) whether Government are aware that the Central Provinces and Berar and 
tin CentiaJ Ipdia are suffering from a handicap in the prompt bupply of news, 

(b) whether Government are aware that due to the lack of teleprinter service 
the newspapers of these Provinces cannot stand competition with the news 
papers of other Iiovnues surrounding them vn Midine Bomb i , (ahultd. 
All ilinbad and Delhi, 

(cl whether all the Provinces and territories in the country are entitled to the 
same facilities and arm nines which art available for only few at ['resent 

(d) what steps Government propose to take to remove these handicap' and 
within what time, and . 

(e) the reasons for their having neglected the matter so far^ 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor (a) and (e) Government do not admit any neglect 
ns alleged Hitheito the onlv application received for improved faculties foi 
the supply of news m the Central Provinces and Berar was from a news 
agency asking for a teleprinter channel between Bombay and Nagpur, which 
is not yet available 

(b) Government have no information 

(c) and (d) When applications are received for such facilities thev will 
be given due consideration with reference to the facilities available 

<Vbw e»N Railway Stations 

354 Seth Govind iJas• (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Member be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that Railway Authorities have now decided to 
introduce conti act svstem for the licensed coohes on Railway stations by giving 
then supervision to contractors’ Tf so, whv’ 

(b) Is there anv particular set of rules, under this contract system which 
prescribe for the licensed coolies on Railway stations, the rates of their admis¬ 
sion fee, their daily or monthly subscription and their charges from the trsrvelbng 
passengers ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) No The svstem of supervision 
of licensed coohes by contractors is a very old one and has been in force at 
many railway stations for a long time 

(b) The rules governing the contract system for licensed coohes are 
prescribed bv individual Railway Administrations and are included in the agree¬ 
ments with the contractors These rules vary in detail on different Railways 
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Mr. Muhammad Nauman’ Is it a fact that these conti actors are mostly 
retired railway officers, that they charge more and squeeze more money out of 
these coo.ies than what they are expected to take under the agreement? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. I do not think that is the case 

Mr Muhammad N&uman Vs a large number of complaints have been 
received will the Honourable Member make enquiries? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. A certain number of complaants 
have been received, but not on that particular pomt 

Mr Manu Subedar May I know if Government will overhaul the whole 
sye’tii and lemove the contractois? Why is it found necessary to interpose 
the contractois who rob the poor workers on the one hand and impose a larger 
bur<], n on tho^-e of ub who have to travel by making us pav more than we 
should 

Ihe Honourable Sir Edward Benthall One of the reasons is that the pool 
woikcib rcfeucd to are often accused of robbmg the public and the contractor 
is there to intervene between the public and the railway adm.n stration I 
snorild like to add that I rathei welcome this question, it brings the question 
to my notice and 1 am glad to have" the opportunity of looking into the whole 
quosnon 

Lt -Col Dr J C Ohatterjee lb it a tact that at the Delhi liailwav station, 
the coolv haa to pay at least ioui annas 

Sreojut Bohini Kumar Ohoudhuri: Sir, may I pomt out that the view has 
oftm been expressed that the teim ‘cooly is unparliamentary? That is "not 
allowed in Assam Legislative Assembly 

Lt-Col Dr J C Chatterjee Then, I shall use the word ‘gentlemen’ Is it 
a fact that these gentlemen who ire kind enough to carry luggage at the lailway 
stations are recruited by contractors and at the Delhi Railway station they 
are forced to pay four annas a dav out of their earnings to the contractors? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall No, Sir These gentlemen who are 
privileged to carrv luggage are paying in certain railways two annas per day 
to the contractor, and of course, the contractor in his turn has to provide them 
with uniforms, badges, buckles, etc 

Lt -Col Dr J 0 Chatterjee Will the Honourable Member therefore 
enquire whethei art the Delhi station, it is not two annas but four annas and 
even more is given to the contractor, because these gentlemen have always to 
pav a great deal more for the u^e of handcarts? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I do not think it is profitable to 
examine this question further m detail on the floor of the House because a® I 
have said, I weicorne the opportunity to go into it both from the point 
of view of the system as a whole and also with the object of introducing 
uniformity throughout the railways and finally with the object of seeing 
whethei it will abSist m providing more direct employment to the existing 
railwav employees 

Sjt N V Gadgil Is the Honourable Member aw T are of the fact that 
btcmsc of this introduction of contract system, in Kalyan, Dadar and Poona 
stations, the <oolies have gone on strike for the last six weeks? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Yes, Sir 

Sjt N V Gadgil Does the Honourable Member propose to do anything m 
the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall’ I have been looking into it I pro 
pose looking into it further 

Adulterated Food Supply to Railway Empioyees of Dinafur Section 

355 *Choudbury Md Abid Hussain* (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member be pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that a large number of 
Railw iv employees of the Dmapur Section, East Indian Railway, is suffering 
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from different diseases owing to the adulterated food supplied to them by the 
Hallway Grain Shops? - 

(b; Is he aware that about a thousand Railway employees of that section 
died out of those diseases? If so, will he please give the exact figure of deaths? 

(o) Have Government made any enquiry about it and taken any measures to 
improve the condition 9 If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. (a) The actual facts are that early 
in November 194 r ), there was an outbreak of epidemic dropsy in Dmapore 
Section, East Ind.an Railway, which on enquiry was attributed to the 
existence of a percentage of Argemone oil m the mustard oil sold A sample 
of the oil had been previously examined at the Patna Public Health Laboratory 
and the matter it> still under investigation 

(bj No Government are informed that upto 1st December 1945, eleven 
deaths took place, eight at Jhajha and three at Dmapore 

(c) 'J'he repl\ to the first portion is in the affirmative, the latter poition 
does not unte 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Ma\ 1 know if these eleven cases of deaths 
include the children of the families of the employees who have died? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Befcthall 1 tlnuk it is elcvei n* i >U>, but 1 
will enquire into it 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Is it possible that these eleven are only 
employees who died, but that probably more members belonging to the fami 
lies o) these employees died, probably more than 30 died? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall* It is quite possible The answer 
I have here ceitamlv lefers to employees 

Mr Muhammad Nauman What artion do Government propose to take 
aguinst tlic conti.ictor who has supplied this oil? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall The oil was supplied by the Behar 
Government and was supposed to have been examined in the Patna laboratory 
and certified T ree from injurious matter but it appeared later on that it was 
contaminated to the extent of causing death 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Will the Government prosecute the officials if 
the oil was supplied by Government? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall That is still under investigation 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar In view of the fact that nearly ten 
orore® worth of provisions are being purchased and distributed to railway ser 
vants every yeai, may I know what steps are being taken, in view of this 
experience, to inspect these articles and find out whether they are in a fit 
condition to be eaten? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Inspection does take place of all 
articles and where necessary, they are cleaned and made fit for consumption 
In this particular case, as ] have explained it was also examined by the Patna 
laboratory 

Sn M Anantoasayanam Ayyangar Is there any special Health Officer to 
inspect these foodgrains fiom time to time in various sections? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Medical officers of railways 
Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Wha-t special qualifications do Medical 
officers of railways have to inspect the quality of foodgrains and provisions? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 1 Ordinary inspection bv the foodgrain 
establishment of railway staff, m addition But In all these cases, we have 
to relv on the quality of foodgimns supplied to us by provincial Governments 
Sri Mohan Lai Saksena: Was any compensation paid to the dependants 
of the deceased 9 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall* I want notice But all these men 
who were affected by this particular consignment were treated as if they were 
on extraordinary leave with pav I cannot tell you what compensation was 
paid to the dependants of those who died 
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Inadequate Rates oe Dearness and War Allowances in Posts and 
Telegraphs Department 

356. ’Ohoudhury Md AWd Hussain (a) Will the Secretary lor Posts and 
Air be pleased to state the percentage late of dearness and war allowances sanc¬ 
tioned to the non gazetted staff in the Posts and Telegraphs Department in 
India * 

(b) Ait* Government iwuie of the fact that there is great discontent among 
the staff owing to this mengie relief? Do Government piopose to consider the 
matter and revise the present rates of the allowances? If not, why not? 

(l) Do Government propose to revise the existing scale of pay? If not, why 
not- 1 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor (a) A statement containing the information is placed 
on the table of the House 

(b) Government are await of demands foi in increase in the rates and the 
question is under examination, 

(c) \s the House is awaie, Government intend to appoint a commission 
to examine the who e question of the scales of wages of all Central Govem- 
meid ^oivants and dlied matters 


. banc pail (mined scale) of war allowance or dearness alio u ants 
granted to non gatetted staff tn Indian Posts and Telegraphs 
Department 

Percentage of dearness allowance 

Classes of Offioial* including Good Conduct Pay or 

War allowance 


1 

Boy peons etc 

From 263 % to 177 % 

i 

Runners • 

„ 225 % tc 

124 % 

3 

Packors, Porters oto 

.. 169% to 

131 % 

4 

Daltries, Jatnadars etc 

135% to 

88 % 

5 

Postmen etc 

.. 117% to 

72 % 

6 

Head Postmen etc 

„ 77 % to 

38% 

7 

Carpenters, Painters etc 

131% to 

58% 

8 

Mistner etc 

„ 70% to 

24% 

9 

Conservanoy Inspectors etc 

„ 73 % to 

35 % 

10 

Clerks, Sorters eto 

„ 62 % to 

22% 

11 

Sub Inspectors 

77% to 

25% 

12 

Line Inspectors 

„ 30 % to 

22% 

13 

Telegraphists 

.. 60 % to 

23% 

14 

Supervisors 

.. 34 % to 

17* % 

15 

Wireless Operators 

„ 46% to 17*% 

16 

Assistant Firemen etc 

27 % to 

17* % 

17 

18 

Telegraph Master "J 

Foremen )- 

.. 17* % | 

19 

Selection Grades J 


l 


Mr Manu Subedar - May I enquire whether in view of the present distress 
both m quality and quantity of food grains and in the high price of the same, 
something immediately will not be done as suggested m part (b) of the ques¬ 
tion m order to give relief to this class of people’ 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: I have said that the matter is under examination 
Mr Manu Subedar: Will the examination be completed before the 
threatened distress of famine arises in this country? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: I have stated that the matter is under active con¬ 
sideration and examination The Honourable Member is aware that I have 
been dealing with this matter during the last ten or fifteen days It is not • 
simple matter It is not easy straightaway to come to a final decision All 
I can say is that it is under active consideration and I will see that a decision 
is arrived at and communicated as soon as possible 
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Hi M&nu Subed&i Will the Honourable Member give an assurance that 
lelicf will reach these people in a mattei of weeks from now? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor 1 will do it as soon as possible I cannot give any 
tssurance of a definite date 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon Way 1 draw the attention of the Honourable 
Member to the notice of a strike given by the employees urging that if dearness 
lllowaiue is not paid, tiny will go on strike from 1st March 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor I have mentioned that certain notices hate been 
given and we hope to be able to give a reply to these people as soon as possible 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon Will it be before 1st March, that is before 
they go on strike? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor 1 am afiaid I cannot agree that undei threat of a 
strike, Government must come to a decision I think it is extremely undesir¬ 
able in the present critical state of the country to encourage any such move 
I have said that the matter is under active consideration and every effort will 
be made to give such relief as Government consider justifiable But if any 
relief is given under u thre.it, J think it would be an extremely unwise deci- 

Mr Manu Subedar Mav 1 know whether Government will leave aside the 
question of prestige in relation to so-called threats, and merely think of the 
verv acute distiess to this particular class of employees, who have to brmg up 
then families—sons and daughters—on a meagre salary? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor \\s, Sir 1 entirely agree w'lth the Honourable 
Member 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon Is it a fact that these notices have been given 
four months back and since the last fom months, this matter has been under 
consideration of the Honourable Member? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor We have received representations from time to 

tmip hut if the Honourable Member is ltferrmg to the threat of a strike, i 
mentioned in this House when the Honourable Member was not present here 
that the only notice we received so fai was from the All India Postmen and 

Lower Grade Staff Union 

Sri Mohan Lai SakSbna What action was taken on these repeated repre¬ 
sentations ? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor Thev were all considered and various repbes were 
given, and such relief as could be given was given from time to time and in 
the case of such demands as were cons’dered unjustified, the Unions were told 
thnrt they were not considered justified 

SJt N V Gadgil Will the Honourable Member consider this matter aa 
if it is an express communication under the express delivery or like a tele¬ 
graphic message? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor Ires, Sn 

(b) Written Answers 

Manufacture of Boilers, for Railways and Workshops in India 

357 *Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Will the Honourable the Railway 

Member be pleased to state 

(a) how many boilers foi Railway engines and workshops have been manu¬ 
factured in India during the pnst year how many have been supplied to Rail¬ 
ways, and how manv weie imported from abroad last year from the United 
Kingdom md from the United States, 

(b) if qny boilers, engines or wagons have been brought into this country 
by way of lend-lease from America during the period of the war, if so, how many 
under each head. 
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(c) if any attempt has been made to place orders in America for some more 
of the above stock, pending the production of similar articles in India bv indi¬ 
genous industry, and 

(d) the relative hauling capacity of the biggest locomotives brought out to 
India from America cxn lend-lease or otherwise, and how it compares with other 
locomotives engaged on the same type of work so far m India? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) Dur ng 1945, seven broad gauge 
locomotive boilers were constructed in the B B and C I Railway's workshops 
at Ajmer m connection with the construction of XT/I locomotives for the North 
Western Railway 99 boilers were imported from abroad of which 35 were 
from the United Kingdom and 64 from the United States of Amer ca 

(b) Yes, 30 boilers, 838 locomotives and 12,923 wagons were received in 
India under lend lease arrangements Out of the above, 489 locomotives 
and 11,533 wagons wen. on War Department and SBAC account 

(c) No 

(d) The hauling capac ty of the largest locomotives brought out to India 
from America is practically the same as that of the XE heavy goods locomotives 
already in use on Indian Railways, and it is capable of the same type of woik 

Purchase of Machinery for Locomotive Manufacturinc Pt vnt 

358 *Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Will the Honourable the Railway 
Alembei please state 

(a) if anv machineiv has been ordeied for setting up a locomotive manufac 
during plant at Kanchrapara, either from the United States or from the United 
Kingdom, 

(b) if mv tenders have been called for from firms in those countries before 
such orders were placed, 

(c) if no orders have been placed so far, how Government propose to proceed 
m the matter with a view to purchasing the machinery m the cheapest market, 
and 

(d) if the Standing Finance Committee for Railways passed a resolution last 
year foi purchases being made m the cheapest market consistent with quality, 
if so what steps ire being taken by the Railway Depaitment to implement the 
■same ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) Yes An order has hpen placed 
for fourteen machines costing Rs 16 lakhs 

(b) No 

(c) Does not ar se 

(d) The Standing Finance Committee’s recommendat on stated “that having 
regard to the possible increase in cost in the United Kingdom as a result of 
the lifting of the war time controls, the Railway Board should review the 
position from time to time in order to ensure that the most economical arrange 
ments were made hv purchases from anv country with due regard to the 
requirements of the Indian Railways” No machinery for Kanehrapara has 
been ordered subsequent to this recommendation by the Standing Finance 
Committee In placing further orders, thiR recommendation will hi 'mnle- 
xnented 

0 VP ACITY OF PROPOSED LOCOMOTIVE FACTORY AT KaNCHRAPABA 

859 *Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar' Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member please state 

(al by what time the locomotive manufacturing plant will be set up finally 
for production at Kanehrapara, and when it is expected that the first engine 
will roll out of the workshop, 

(b) the proposed capacity of the factory at Kanehrapara, and the number 
of engines required annually on an average by the various Railway Administra¬ 
tions m India, and if there is a deficiency m production, how it is proposed to 
he met and 
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(c) if any locomotives have been manufactured m the workshop at Ajmer, 
if so, how many during the past five years, and whether the production is suffi 
cieut to meet the demands of all Indian State Railways, if not, whether it is 
proposed to enlarge its capacity 01 set up other shops in other parts of India’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) A sufficiently accurate forecast 
can only be made aftei the delivery dates for the machinery are known Some 
of the machines may not be delivcied until 1948 but md cations are that 
production could be commenced prior to the receipt of all machinery 

(b) The proposed capuc ty o tin Kunchrapara locomotive building shop is 
80 average sized Rteam locomotives per annum The average annual requ re 
ments of locomotives, B G and M G , are 200 As far as can be seen at 
present, indigenous manufactur.ng capacity for steam locomotives will fall 
short of requirements by about seventy per annum 

Before dec sions can be taken to build a third plant to manufacture steam 
locomotives, it is necessary to know with some certainty the number of electric 
and diesel locomotives which will be required as a result of the five-year 
development programmes which are now under scrutiny 

(c) Locomotives have been manufactured in the B B and C I Railway 
workshops at Ajmer The number manufactured n the past 5 years s 15 
The production is not sufficient to meet the demands of all Indian Government 
Railways It is not proposed to enlarge its capacity The remaining part of 
the quest on has bet n answered under (b) 

Construction of Dacca-Aricha Raiiway 

360 *Mr K 0 Neogy (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Member be 
pleased to state whether the question of construction of Dacca Ancha Railway 
line lias been revived is a part of post war schemes of Railway extension’ 

(b) Will the Honouiablt Membci be pleased to state the circumstances 
in whit h the projios.il for the construction of this line came to be approved 
by the Railway Department a few years back and the circumstances in which 
the construction of this ’me w is given up, indicating the different stages 
through which the projeit had already jiassed before it was given up, and 
the total lost of the lyiilwav Department that it had already entailed before 
the jiroject was given up’ 

(c) Is the Honourable Membci aware that a strong support exists in the 
localities concerned in favour of this project and that great resentment was 
caused among the people of Eastern Bengal as a result of the abandonment 
of the project? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) The revival of the question of the 
construction of J)acc i-Ancha lai’wav w is considered in consultation with the 
Government of Bengal On the advice of the Provmcial Government it was 
decided that the proposal need not be revived for the present 

(b) The construction was approved in 1928 as the traffic and engineering 
reports on the project were favourable and the Government of Bengal lpnt 
their support When the Government ot Bengal withdrew their support, the 
project was abandoned m 1933 Approx mately Rs lakhs had been spent 
before the project was g.ven up 

(c) Government are aware of the disappointment referred to but consider 
the reasons which caused the Government of Bengal to come to their decision 
to be paramount 

Posts under thf Post War Schemf in the Civil Aviation Dfpaiuunt 

361. *Sardar M&ngal Singh Wil' the Secretary for Posts and Air please 
state 

(a) the number of posts in Civil Aviation Department carrying Rs 7'id 
and over under the post-war scheme, and 

(b) out of them how many are to be filled by Indians’ 
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Sir Gurunath Bewoor. (a) The posts piovided iu the Civil Aviation Depart¬ 
ment under the post-war schemes are given in the various post-war plans for 
Civil Aviation, copies of which are available in the Libraiy of the House 
Specific numbei and stales of pav are undei examination 

(b) All posts will be filled by lndiaiib, subject to suitab'e men being avadable 
Number and Routes of Civil Air Services 

362 *Diwan Chaman Lall Will the Secretary tor Posts and An be pleased 
to state 

(a) the number and loutis of Civil Air Services in existence it the present 
dav, and the period of their existence, 

(b) the number of living ilubs and the nature ol the suvnc they render, 

(c) the nature of management (whether European oi Indian) of each of the 
services and the clubs referred to in (a) and (b), 

(d) whether Government have in contemp'atiou expansion of Air Service 
(Civil) in the immediate future, if so, the nature of the proposed expansion, 
giving details of routes, composition of services and the approximate time for 
giving effect to such expansion, 

(e) whether Government have taken steps for the creation of an Air 
Transport Licensing Board the nature of rights with which they are proposed 
to be clothed and the nature of duties with which thev are proposed to be 
entrusted, and 

(f) the Government policy with regard to post war planning for Civil Avia 
tion in the country'-' 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor The Honourable Member is re f erred to the reply 
given by me on the 8th Februarv 1946, to starred question No 123, put by 
Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal 

Purchase of National Savincs Certificates by Paper Merchants 

363 *Diwan Cham an Lall (a) Will the Honourable Member for Indus¬ 
tries and Supplies please state whether it is a fact that in a Conference 
held between the Assistant Director of Civil Supplies (Paper Branch), Delhi, 
and the paper merchants it was decided that every paper merchant would 
purchase National Savings Certificates for Rs 2,000 each? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said Assistant Director of Civil Supplies ignoring 
that decision demanded from every paper merchant to purchase National 
Savings Certificates for Rs 4,000 under a threat of withholding all export 
permits m case any paper merchant did not obey the orders of the said 
Assistant Director of Civil Supplies? 

(c) If the answer to (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, under whose instruc¬ 
tions did the said Assistant Director of Civil Supplies act in the manner 
described above? 

The Honourable Mr. A A Waugh (a) No, Sir What happened was that 
at a meeting called by the Assistant Director of Civil Supplies (Paper Branch), 
Delhi, papei rnerch ints were requested to purchase National Savings Certificates 
to the maximum amount possible 

(b) No, Sir Some of the merchants offered to purchase certificates for 
amounts varying from Rs 10 to Rs 5,000 

(c) Does not arise It has been made clear to officers by the Chief Commis¬ 
sioner, Delhi, that no coercion should be used for encouraging the purchase of 
National Savings Certificates 

Indiscriminate Allotment of Fine and Superfine Cloth to Delhi Dealers 

364 *Diwan Ohaman Lall (a) Wil 1 the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies please state whether Government are aware that the ration shop 
dealers of Delhi are allotted bales of fine and superfine cloth indiscriminately 
with the result that one dealer gets more bales than what he is entitled to 0 

(b) Do Government propose to effect some improvement in the system of 
distribution of fine and superfine cloth to ration shop keepers in Delhi? 
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T^he Honourable Mr A A. Waugh, (a) The allotment of fine and superfine 
cloth to ration shop dealers is not made indiscriminately On account of the 
small proportion of fine and super fine cloth, and particularly of mulls imd 
latha, it has not beei found possible to make »u allotment legulaily to every 
dealer However, the cases of dealers who have not received an allotment of 
these varieties in any part’cular month are considered during the subsequent 
month or months 

(b) The distribution of fine and superhue cloth will be made as evenly as 
possible having regard to the needs of the locality which each ration shop 
serves 


Demands of thf Posts and Teiegrafhs Unions 

366 *Mr. Saaanka Sekhar Sany&l Will the Secretary for Posts and Air be 

pleased to state 

(a) whether the ittention of tin Government has been drawn to the API 
report which appeared on the front page of the Hindustan Tunis of Dtlln on 
the 4th Februiry, l')lfi, under the ciption ‘Postal employees threaten strike” 
intimating that the All-India Federation of Posts and Telegraph Unions through 
their President Diwan Chamanlal, M L A have communicated to the authori¬ 
ties the demands of the employees, 

(b) the nature of the demands so communicated and the reaction of the 
Government to the same, and 

(c) whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to the booklet 
styled as “Hungry Postal Employee 1945, and to the contents thereof, if so, 
the attitude of Government to (he claims and demands contained therein 0 

Sir Ourun&th Bewoor (a) Yes 

(b) The demands relate to the abolition of the new scales of pay, revision 
of the old scales of pay, fixat on of dearness and war allowances on a si dmg 
scale, guarantee against retrenchment and premature retirement, modification 
of the existing pension system, reduction of duty hours, special insurance, and 
the publication of the* Bombay Postal Enquiry Committee’s Report As 
indicated by me n the course of the debate in the House on the 7th February 
1940, Government .ire appointing l Commission to examine the whole question 
of scales of wages and allied matters for all Central Government employees 
The other demunds are under examination 

(c) The reply to the first part is m the affirmativi as regards the latter part, 
this is covered by my reply to part (b) 


Communal Representation in the Accounts and Finance Directorates of 
Railway Board 

366 *Mr Hafiz Mohammad Abdullah (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member please lay on the table a statement showing the number of Hindus and 
Muslims working .is—(i) Joint Directors (n) Deputi Directors (in) Superin¬ 
tendents, (iv) Senior Accountants and (v) Junior Accountants, in the Accounts 
and Finance Directorates of the Railway Board 0 

(b) If the statement shows that Muslims are not represented m any of the 
categories mentioned in (a) above, will the Honourable Member please state 
what steps he proposes to take to give the Muslims their due share in each 
category? 

The Honourable Sir Xdward Benth&lP (a) A statement is plaeed on the 
table 

(b) Communal representet’on is observed in making direct recruitment to 
the office as a whole, communal considerations, however, do not govern wither 
promotions or transfers inside the office 
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Stuten^nt showtng number of Hindus and Muslims employed os Joint Director, Deputy Director, 
S i penntenderU, Senior Accountant an I Junior Accountant m the Accounts and Finance 
Directorates of the Kailway Boa d's Office 




Number 

Number 


Description of posts 

of 

of 


Hindus 

Muslims 


Accounts Directorate 



1. 

Joint Director 



2 

Deputy Director 


1 

3 

Superintendents 



4 

Senior Accountants 

2 


5 

Junior Accountants 

4 



Finance Directorate 



1 

Joint Director 

1 


2 

Deputy Directors 

2 

1 

3 

Superintendents 

4 


4 

8emor Accountants 



5 

Junior Aocountants 




Qualifications reqtjiffd fob the Post of fc-ECBtTARY, Raiivay Board 


367 *Mr Hafiz Mohammad Abdullah Will the Honourable the Railway 

Member please state 

(a) the “-pedal qualifications required of an officer for the post of the Sec¬ 
retary, Railway Board, 

(b) how many posts of Assistants were created in the office ot the Railway 
Board, during the last thiee years, and 

(e) whether these posts were filled by men selected by the Federal Public 
Service Commission and communal percentages observed? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) Adequate administrative ability 
and a personality and temperament suitable to cope with the many and vancd 
problems that are inseparable from the dut es of th s post 

(b) and (c) 1 will answer (b) and (c) together 136 temporary posts of 
Assistants have been created during the last three years Including vucanc es 
in permanem posts and other temporary posts created earlier, there have been 
175 appointments of Assistants during the same period These include all the 
candidates that the Federal Public {service Comm ss on were ltue to supply as 
well as transfers from Rai’ways and promot ons from with n the office Com 
mimal percentages were observed in respect of all direct appointments 
Tenure of Posts in the Railway Board ISfcrftariat 

368 *Mr Hafiz Mohammad Abdullah Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member please state whether it is a fact that Sir Joseph Bhore or any of his 
predecessors had ordered that four years’ tenure on posts in the Secretariat of 
the Railway Board should be strictly observed? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall It is not a fact that any Honourable 
Member in charge oi Railways has passed such orders but Sir Joseph Bhore 
expressed the view that he thought it was inadvisable !o keep offii ers in th. 
Secretariat for more than four years except in spec al circumstances 
Introduction of Dirfct Railway Communication iiom Patna Junction to 
Sone East Bank 

369 *Mr Madandhari Smgh Will the Honourable the Railway Member 
be pleased to state whether there is a scheme to introduce direct Railway com¬ 
munication from the, Patna Junction to Sone East Bank m Bihar? If so when 
will*the fechetae materialise? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall The answer to the first part of the 
question is in the negative 

The second part of the question does not, therefore, arise 

Grant of Extensions in Service on the B B & C I Kailway 

370 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Member 
please state how many men getting more than Rs 300 per month on the B , B 
and C I Railway were not asked to retire m normal course, but were given 
extensions? 

(b) Why was this done? 

(c) Has this resulted in any injustice to junior officers, and has it reter-r^ 1 
Indianisation ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) The number of staff drawing more 
than Rs 300 p m who were granted extensions of service in 1943, 1944 and 
1945 is 19, 28 and 17 respectively 

(b) The conditions arising out of the war, which involved an exceptional and 
budden increase in railwnv business, necessitated the retention of experienced 
men 

(c) No appreciable injustice has been done to junior officers, for the tempo¬ 
rary posts which have been necessary have generally outnumbered the officers 
given extensions Where these extensions have been given to non-Ind'ans 

to superannuation, Ind anization may have been temporarily retarded to some 
slight extent but this cou’d not be avoided in view of the circumstances 
explained in the reply to part (b) above 

Permission and Passport to Mr Kesho Ram Sabefu 4 £xw TO 
RETURN TO INDIA VTA JAPAN 

371 ‘Pandit Makut Bihan Lai Bhargava (a) Has the attention of the 
Foreign Secretary hi en drawn to the Editorial article under the caption ‘Mr 
Kesho Rnm Saberw il’ which appeared in the Frontier Mail, dated the 3rd 
February, 1046 published from Peshawar’ 

(b) Are the facts stated therein about Mr Kesho Ram Saberwal correct? 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr Kesho Ram Saberwal had approa'hed the British 
Consular Authorities in China to give hun necessary permission and the pass 
port to return to India via, Japan’ If so, with what results? 

fd) Under the particular circumstances do Government propose to provide- 
funds and all other necessary facilities to Mr Kesho Ram to return to India 
via Japan? If not, why not’ 

Mr, H Weightman (a) Yes 

(b) These of the facts stated on which the Government of India have 
so far received information are generally correct except that Mr Saberwal is 
already receiving British relief funds and that his case is receiving due consi¬ 
deration from British Consular authorities in China and the Government of 
India 

(c) Yes, the application is receiving the attention of the Government of 
India to whom it has been referred, 

(d) The Government of India are prepared to authonse the issue of a pass¬ 
port and to facilitate return to India as with other repatriates A journey 
tira Japan howeier, would involve awaiting the reopening of general permis 
sion by the Supreme Allied Commander to civi'ians to enter that country 

Statement re Pfrsons detained under Regulation III of 1818 

372 *Shri Sri Prakasa Will the Foreign Secretary be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement giving 

(0 a list of those who are detained under Regulation III of 1818 and the 
reasons for their detention, and 

(n) the amount of morev that is being spent on each, and the allowances, if 
any, that are given to their families? 

Mr, H Waigbtman • A statement is placed on the-table, gtving the lnforma- 
Non required 
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starred questions and answers 1117 

Refusal of Permission for re-Pubucation of the Choia Nagfub Darpan. 

373 *Shn Satya Narayan Stnha. (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Industries and Supplies be pleased to state if it is a fact that Chotanagpur 
Dai pan, a Hindi weekly published Itom Ha/aubagh (Bihar; which ceased publi¬ 
cation in 1942 due to the incarceration of its editor Mr Iv B Sabay, Ex- 
Pailiamentaiy Seuetaiy, m 1912, bis been lefused peimission for republication 
sought in Tclnuaiy, 1941, and iko m August, J91">, undu section j of tht News- 
paper Oontiol Oidti, 1914 ’ 

(b) Are (/overnment awaie that by its non publication the Hindi knowing 
inhabitants of Chotuuagpur have bedi depnvtd of reading local news as it was 
the only paper of its kind serving that ana’ 

(c) Is the Honouiable Mcinbrt awan that, while Chotanagpur Darpan, a 
paper which stood against the sepantion of Chotanagpur, has been refused 
permission, another paper called the Sentinel published from Itinchi which 
propagates the separationist viewpoint has been left fuc ' 

(d) Are Government aware that the paper situation lias now become easier? 

(e) Do Government piopose to reeonsulei the matter and grant permission 
to ( hotanaqpur Darpan for icpubhc ition 0 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) Peinnssion for the levival of publi¬ 
cation of the Chotanagpur Darpan was lefused undei duise 10 (a) of the 
Taper Control (Economy) Order 1944, under which no newspaper or periodi¬ 
cal can be published which was not being regularly published during the period 
imrnedi ilelv puceding (hi 7th hove mbit, 1 * >42 The (hotanaqpur Darpan 
suspended pubhcation m August 1912 

(b) Government have no information 

(c) The Suitmal weekly was being regulaily published on 7th November 
1942 and is not affected l>v clause 10(a) of the Taper Control (Economy) 
Order Such newspapeis do not require un permission to continue publica¬ 
tion 

(d) Tbeie has month been some lnipiovcnient m the supply position of 
ordin trv printing papei but the newsprint positi m ha^ consideribly worsened 
The piesent supply position is not such as to justify relaxation of the restric¬ 
tions imposed on the starting of new or defunct journals 

(e) Government will be prepared to re consider the mattei if the request i» 
renewed and grounds for special treatment are established hut subject to 
improvement in the supply position 

Introduction of direct Train between Jamshedfir and Patna 

374 *Babu Ram Narayan Singh (a) Is the Honourable the Railway Member 
aware of the demand of the people of Bihar for a dncct train between Jamshed¬ 
pur and Patna? If so is he prepared to consider this need of this Province’ 

(b) Why, even after the war is over, has not the running of direct tram 
between Barknkhana and Patna been resumed vet 0 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Government are not aware of 
any puhhc demand for a direct tram service between Jamshedpur and Patna 

(b) The restoration of particular tram services is a matter for decision by 
local Railway Administrations and depends on improvement m Railway resour¬ 
ces and a consideration of the relative priority of various public requirements 
Such matters shou’d, however, be represented to Railway Administration! 
through the medium of the Local Advisory Committees In the meanwhile, 
I am arranging to bring this question and my reply to the notice of the General 
Managers of the B N and E I Railways 
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CONTRIBUTION OF INDIA TOWARDS UNITED NATIOfiS ORGANISATIONS 
375 *Sri M Ananth&sayanam Ayyangar (a) Will llie Foteign Secretary 
please state if India is obliged to provide 4 d pel cent oi the t N 0 ’s capital, 
and what thut amounts to, and on what basis tin puccntugi w is aimed at? 

(b) What is the total c ipitnl contribution of India eipcetid to lx towaids 
all the other United Nations Oiganisations 9 

(c) What l"- th< u< lining cont)lluition of Indn pi i m u tow uds ill these 
organizations ’ 

(d) What is tin ininimt eoiitubuted up to dite towaids the 1 VHKA 
and whit if am is tin contribution that lias been dunandtd ot Indn by the 
UNO for the U \ ERA ? 

Mr H Weightman (a) The fieneral Assembh Ins decided that a work¬ 
ing Capital Fund of 2 r > million dollais should bo cieated foi (he United 
Nitmns to whuh Membcis should make advances in pioportion to the average 
of then rates of < ontubutions to the Food and Agmulture Orcmi/ation during 
the 1st and 2nd vrns \ftei ad)ustinents on mount of inc'usion of new 
Membcis The Food and Agtieulture Organization scale has been adopted as 
it is the most recentlv si vie adopted scale of allot it ion of costs of m intei- 
national organization imong its members The adv nice which Turin will lie 
invited to make to the working capital fund on this lnsis is 4 101 prr cent 
whuh woiks out to 1 007 7*50 dollais 

(Theic no no separate contributions to the vinous orguis of (lie United 
Nations 

(<) This is not vet known The annual contributions to be mule by the 
Members of the United Nitions wil' only be decided in the second put of the 
fiist session of the Geneial \sscmblv later on this vear 

(d) The amount so f u cniitubutcd by India to U N H It A is Us 8 orores 
The Government of Tndn have not so far received any request from the United 
Nations Organizations for i further contribution to t' \ T Till A 

Detention in India of Forfignkrs of As.atic Domiciie 
376 *Mr Ahmed E H Jaffei (a) Will the Foitign Secretaiv be pleased 
to I i v oil the t ibb of the House i complete tnd up-to elite list of foreigne - 
of Asiatic domifih who are detained or interned in Ii dia by the >rders of 
the Government of Tndn showing their names their ages their countries of 
origin or domicile as well as the reasons for detaining them, the time since when 
and the places where they aie kept in detention and the allowances being paid 
to each of them for their maintenance ? 

(b) Is it a fact th it m the Karwar Jail m the Bombas Province, the Gov¬ 
ernment of India is detaining, since n very long time, male and female mem¬ 
bers of a once distinguished family of Kabul in Afghanistan 9 

(r) Tf tbc ansvvci to (b) above be in the atfinnative, will the Honourable 
Mernher please state 

(i) the number and n uncs ^nlso the ages of these Afghm detainees, 

(ill the status and standing their family enjoved m Afghanistan in the past 
(m) the circumstances under and the conditions on which these Afghans 
fell into the custody of Government, and 

(iv) the direct offence against Government foi which it has ohosen to con 
sign these lespec table Afghans to the ngours and hardships of jail life without 
trial 9 

(d) If these 4fghans now rotting m the Karwar Jail are detained there 
without any trial, have Government any intention of trying them m a regular 
«ourt of law or setting them free if their detention was for any consideration- 
connected with the recent great war which now has happily ended? 
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Mi H Weightman (a) It is assumed that the Honoutab'e Mcmbci is 
referring to foreigners who were detained or interned under specie orders of 
the Government of India and not to those who were detained in 01 brought 
to India for custody as enemy subjects on the outbreak of war with Japan 
A statement giving the names and othci particulars of foreigners ot the former 
category, detained or interned, is laid on the Table of the House 

(b) Ceitam Afghans, det ills of whom are given at Nos 1 to 8 in the 
statement which I have laid on the Table of the House, have been m Kirvvar 
Jail since June 1941 

(c) (l) These details are included m the statement 

(n) They are the wife, sons and daughters m law ot the 1 ite birdir Ui 
Ahmad Jan, one tune Governor of Kabul 

(in) baidars Gliulam Ahmad and Tazal Ahmad suiiendered to ofliccis of 
the Government of India after thev had tried unsuccessfully to organise a 
revolt against the Government of Afghanistan from a base in Tirah Teiritorv 
on the North West Frontier of India They suriendtred urnonditionally and 
were soon after joined bv their relatives 

(iv) These persons were originally allowed to live in a private house but 
in 1941 they caused a disturbance and used vio'ance in the Bombay Secre¬ 
tariat and then continued tiuculance thereafter necessitated their confinement 
in jail 

(d, The question of tluir continued deft ntiun or restriction'- is shait to 
eome under review 
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Detention in Poona City of three Brothers of a High Family of Kabul 

377 *Mr Ahmed E H Jailer, (a) Will the Foreign Secretary be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that three Afghan brothers of i high family of Kabul yi 
Afghanistan are being detained by Government under survei'Jauc < within the 
limits (f the Poona City and suburban areas? 

(b) If the answer to (a) above be in the affirmative, will (he Honourable 
Member kindly state 

(i) their names and ages, 

(n) their fimilv st Hiding in Afghanistan, 

(m) the posts or profession which they held or followed m their own country 
before tripping into its custody in India, 

(iv) the circumstances under which tbev fell into the hands of Government 
and 

(v) the reason for wlmh the \ are being detained at Poona 9 

(c) Is it a fact that the \fghan detainees m Poena have been paid Rs 60 
per month each foi then maintenance including house rent, medical expenses, 
as well as clothing charges up to very lartely through all the abnormally expensive 
years of the recent war? 

(cl) Is it a fact that onlv two or three months back Government aftei re¬ 
ceiving repeated representations from these scions of a noble Afghan family 
have been pleased to laise their monthly allowance to the sum ol Its 80 per 
month for each 9 

(e) Is it a f ict that the Afghan internees m Poona are not allowed bv Gov¬ 
ernment to engage in am service or business wherein thev m sht be able to 
earn enough to live above penurv which is then present lot 9 

(f) If the answer to (c), (rl) and (e) above be m the affirmative will the 
Honourable Mcmhii please state it the alowanccs given bv Goveinuicnl £o 
the Afghan internees m Poona stand justified in the light of its own penodnal 
living cost uulcxi - ot\ <i tis the stinded of jiving in whch the si internees hsvn, 
been accustomed m then own counti> } 

Mr H Weightraan (a) It is presumed that the Honour tide Member is 
referring to three Afghan brothers who are at present 1 v ng .n Poona, they 
are not detained there and are free to move anvwhere in British Tndia with the 
exception of the North West Frontiei Provnn e and Btluclnstan 

(b) (i) Then names arc Saidais Inayatullab Khan Hafi/uHnh Kb u) tnd 
Habibullab Khan Their ages are not known 

(n) ami (m) Ihc Liovernment of Ind a have m> mfoiinmnn legirdmg 
the status of then family in Afghanistan 

Sardai Hafi/ullah Khm at one time luld th. rink of To'i Mishar 
(Captain) in the \fghan Aimv Sardar Inavatullah Khan Hv i inimn eivil 
official and the Government of Tndin understand that Saidai ITthibullah Khan 
was a Customs officei 

(iv) Thev surrendeied urn onditionallv to ofineis of the Government of 
India after being involved in an abortive revolt m 1080 against the present 
Government of Afghanistan 

(v) Does not arise 

(c) and (d) Then allowanees of Rs 60 a month weie men ised to Bs 80' 
a month m August 194 A 

(e) No 

(f) Does not arise in view of the answer to (e) above 

Removal of Restrictions of Auchan Tntfrnfes in Poona 

378 *Mr Ahmed E H Jafler* (a) Will the Foreign Secretary be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Afghan internees m Poona have behaved worthil 
throughout the period of their detention vn Poona, and that they themselves have 
no desire to return to Afghanistan under its piesent regime? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) above be m the affumutive, have Government any 
objection to removing them from their present surveillance and detention in 
ordei to let them bettle down as independent citizens with permission to engage 
in my trade or calling? 

(c) If answei to (b) above be in the negative, does the Honoin ible Member 
propose to issue earlv orders removing all restrictions on these internees or in 
the alternative raise the amount of their allowances to a figure compatible wun 
the standard of living to which they have been accustomed in their own country 
and with the prevailing high cost of living m Poona? 

Mr H. Weightman (») It is presumed t i it tin II mom ible M mb i >s 
referring to the sime persons covered by question No J77 Then behaviour 
lias given no < uist foi complaint and they have stated no desne to return to 
Afghanis! in 

(l>) Tin n is no obstai 1 l to tlieu settling down (o ni\ It idi oi i illmg outside 
the Noitli West luontur Pi ounce md Hilm !i st m 

(0 »ot n.st 


l NS'L \lil!i D e^rhsTK)\S \M) Wswilis 

Non sroppaufc ot Trains vi Ban vnm vitu Stuion 

J8 Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava (ij Hi, the ittmtion of the Honour vble 
the K n way Mcmlm la en driven to i lettci ttom Ballddiguh which appeared 
ill ..oltiinn 7 id p igi "i ol lli Hi)i,lii\h ii Tunis ■ I if ( d tin >( It 11 Imuiiv l l Mt> 
in which i compl nut d out the non stopp igi of ti mis it P> ill ibhg irh, an 
lrnporinit ti iding emtie md Tchsil He idijmrti rs in the Punjib, his been mule? 

(b) Do Government piopose lo order tin ppugt of a reasonable number 
of trains it U illahhg irh is In fore? 

(c) Is tin ic vnv pioposal for running m\ iiiok trims between Dcllu incl 
Alutlr t or Vgi i J 

Tne Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (ij \ t v 

(b) and (i 1 These ne matteis which should piupeilv be lepicseutid to 
fht Railvv iv \dmii isti ition through the mi ilium of the. Local Ailvisoiy Com¬ 
mittees, wlmli hivi bi cu rxprissly sit up (>> bring the needs of the public 
to the notice o' i idwavs 1 in, liowtur, si mling a copy of the Honourable 
Members i[iit mi. md of m\ reply to the < o in i il Managers OTP Ihulvvay 
md B B A < I it ill« i\ for siuh acttoi is ih \ mu In ibh to t the in 
the matter 

Rr Offmm of Pamfat Goh ima-Rohtif Rahway Ijnf 

39 Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava Will the Honotu ible the Railway Mem 
bei Kind v state 

(a) if it is ,i tai t that Pmipat—Golnm i— liohtdk Rtulvv iv line was 
dism intlcd dining the war 

(b) if 0‘>\‘ rnnunt ire aware thit besides (he hardships <o the travelling 
public of the loctilities served bv the line, the agnculturd mil hading interests 
of the Ooliama, Poiiipnt and Piohiih Tt li«ils Gnhima Mandi and neighbouring 
localities nrt speeia lv suffering owing ‘o the dismintling of the line 

fe) whethei Government propose to lonsnler the desirability of opening the 
hue ns, soon ns possible sod 

td) hv what tune Govnnment piopose to reopen the line? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall fa) The answei is m the iffhmitive 

(h) Ihi Govi Diluent hip informed tbit tin uei is adcquitilv served by 
roads and a ptovinnil Inghvv iv his Incn projected on an nlignnient parallel 
to the railway line as it wa«. Iiefore dism intlement 

(c) The restnidhon his lv en considend in loniunetmn with the Punjab 
'Government and it has been dei ided not to rehv tin line 

(d) Does not arise 
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INSIVRRPll (JISSTIOVs \VI) tSSWlKS 
>|FW 1’koJMTS OI RaiLWSV CoivslBI CTION 
^0 Mr K 0 Neogy Will the Honourable the Railway Member be pleated 
to li\ on the table i statement showing the diffeicnt new projects of Railway 
construction that me undei activi eonsidtiation m difteient paits of the country 
in Conner tioi. with the post-war i xpansion scheme, indicating in atch case the 
stage that mav haw bun reached eitlici m survtv oi othei pre'iuunarv opera¬ 
tions, and the ipproxunate peuod of time within which each such line may be 
cxpi cted to bi taken m hand for constiuction? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall A list of projects approved for survey 
has a’readv been laid on the table of the lloube m answer to question No 113, 
by Sri M Anantliasavunum Ayjangai \notbci cop\ of the list is now 
placed before the House win rein the projei ts for wlinli the suiviy estimates 
have been sanctioned upto dlst Januar>, l'tlh h\w been nurktd with an 
asterisk None of the suiviys have so hr bun • onipleted Unless the 
surveys have been completed and the reports consult led it is ditticult to sav 
winch of the projects will be constructed md piuiseh whin the work will 
commence 


List of projects appioied Jo' am ley —new ( oust’ uettons, restorations 

> AST INllI \N R VII Wtl 

(a) Dismantled lines to be testoied 

1 Unao Madhoganj Rnlamau 

2 Bijnor ( handpnr S an 

3 Utra t a Sultanpur /afarab id 

(b) -\f /,»«., 

1 K'cha ( hamlatisi 

2 B nnitrapnr B ww art h 

8 Chirm ri Baru ul h (Garhwa Hoad or Untan Howl) 

4 Barkagoan Ha/ir bagh (• ir dih Pumkn Rvmpiu Haut 
6 Gaya Shcrghati Gliatra Rinch 

BI-N 'I ASSAM KUJWW 
(a) Ilestoiatinn of Dismantled lines 

1 Slav stagn vj II ill ganj 

2 Vloranlint KUowaug 

3 Amnura ( hapai Nawabganj 

(b) i Lines 

1 Baliadurabad Goalpara Pandu with a bridge at Goalpara Jogighopa 

and a link from tlie bridge to Bongagaon, also Gounpur 
MynvMvtingh Mahendi iginj 

2 Sylhet Bazar Chatak 

3 Khowang I) brugvrh 

4 Faridpur Atadnnpur Barisal 

6 Samthui Barhainporo Bhairamara 

6 Rohaupur Xithpur Dmajpar 

7 Jhana Jlianjail Baghinnra Sipi Jankaray 

(c) Con'ersion 

1 Tezpur Balipara to bo converted from N G to M G 


Com e> stems 

78 Mile* 
21 

13b „ 

*85 

*un 



BI NGAL NAGPUR RAILWAY 
(a) Dismantled lines to be restored 

1 Bobbili Salnr _ 10 

Note —At the time of investigation it will be necessary to examine particularly the possibility 
of connecting Balharahah to Bastar 




O I P RAILWAY 
(a) Dismantled lines to be restored 


1 Cawnpore Khairada *81 

(b) A«« Lines 

1 D va Daagaon 93 

3 Maiunad Nardhana 79 

3 Belapur Road Sheogaon 45 

4 Baramati Pandharpur 70 

6 Kurla Palasdhari *35 

0 Amroti Narkher *79 

B B * C I RAILWAY 
(a) Dismantled lines to be restored 

1 Vasad Kathana *27 

(b) Nen Lanes 

1 Bulsar Dharampur *17 

2 Khandwa Hingoli *69 


OUDH TIRHUT RAILWAY 
(a) Ne w Lanes 

1 Kashipur Kalagarh 

2 Chakia Alwalm Sidhwalia 

3 Sitamarhi Sonbarsa 

4 Murliganj Madhepura 


*30 

27 

*20 
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LNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWTRS 
JODHPUR RAILWAY 

(a) New Lines 

1 Pithoro Kahi Tando Mithakhan Sanghar Jhol . 

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY 
(a) Dismantled lints to be restored 
1 Nagrota Togindemagar 

(b) New Lines 

1 Haveban Garhi Hab bullah 

2 Charsadda Mardan 

3 P«7U Dora Ismail Khan 

4 Tando Mohd Khan Moghalbin (Jati Taluka) 

6 Badin Gujrat (Bombay Sind) 

0 Karachi Kalat Quetta 

7 Peshawar Kohat 

8 Kohat to Bannu 
A Rupar Talaura 

10 Khushab Nurpur Darya Khan 

11 Kashraore Dora Ghazi Khan 

12 Jhong Malou t 

13 Khowra Chakwal 

(c) Conitrsion 

1, Man Indus Bannu A Manzai Lakt Marwat from NG to BG 

2 Jacobabad Kaghmore from N G to B G 

3 Kohat Thai 


Approx 
Mileages 
*62 Mile* 


35 

*43 

*17 

40 

*72 

*268 

*410 

*40 

*80 

*87 

70 

90 

100 

40 

*158 

*77 

*64 


Late Delivery of Mails to Benares RMS from Locai Post Offices 

41. Pandit Sn Krishna Dutt Pahwal Will (he Secretaiy foi Posts and Air 

pic&8i' state • 

(*0 if it is a fact that for lack of suitable control on the administration of 
the Benares Head Post Office, offices finish their work too late, and that foi the 
samb reason the local Benares RMS gets mails from local offices between 
8 30 pm and M 00 pm almost daily iisulting in the detention of staff for 
longer than the scheduled hours of duty , 

(1)' whitliLi tlu stilt is d* t miMi tin o\,i twehc to touiticu hoi rs dmost 
i vti j d tv hi "inning fiom 10 0(1 hotn-> end tiidm_ it <i-()0 \m of the next 
morning, and 

(I) win thoi till stiff of Ihc I .en lit s RMS S coni[»tlltd to go on medic al 
leaie very frequently? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor. I propose to reply to Questions Nos 41 and 42 
together 

Government have no information and do not propose to call for it as this 
is a matter withm the competence of the Postmaster-General, United Pro¬ 
vinces, to whom a copy of the question and answer is being sent for 
investigation and smtab’e action 

Inadequacy of Supervisory Staff for Vfriiication of Inst, rid Parcels 

142. Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal • Will the Secretary for Posts and Air 
please state 

(al whether the supeivisory staff for verification of Insured Parcels etc 
could not be adequate on account of the every day diversion of booking from 
one area to another, _ 


tPor answer to this question, tee answer to question No 41 
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\lq uliclliu Ini w mt ol lull qu ti ol i units 1> In-mud Puutls have to 
be sent out«ide uniting ic-k o\ei the staff foi safe custody and tiansmission, 
and 

(c ) wliethei Government projiose to coiisidil the advisability of opening a 
Central Office foi booking with seveial counteis us well as for storage and sorting 
of paicels to close dnect hags to minimise the difficulty of the RMS adminis 
tration , if not, what thc\ propose to do to set the inatteis right 9 
JDeath of Sub Postm \steh, Gukckai Kai*cri 

43 Pandit Sn Krishna Dutt Paliwal ( ij Will tin Su ictaiy foi Rosts and Air 
please state it (mu Hum ill in iw ne tint uni Ram Sirup (lupti, hill) Postmaster, 
Gurukul Kangri, Distnet S ih u tnpur was not gianted leave when he repoited 
sick 9 

(b) Are Government ilso iw ire that the woik of the Post Office hud to be 
stopped for days togetliei owing to the senous i lness of the Sub Postmaster, who 
had developed pneumom i m the meantime? 

(c) Is it i f iet that no lehef eould eoine enen whin a telegraphic lemnider 
was sent? 

(dj Is it also a fut that the lelicf iiimd on the 28tli October, 1043, when 
the Sub Post mast 11 was quite sm-dcss and the k^vs ot the office wen. made 
ovci to tin ulaf In the wite ot the suk po-lmastci nid thit ultimately the 
man dud. on the 2'ttli Octohei 1043 1 Jf so, do Government pioposo to take 
am irtion ig uiM the Division il Siipeimteiidilit, and do tluv also propose to 
grant suitable pension to the widow and cluldien of the deceased 9 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor (i) L’lu position is not is st ited \ telegi mi and 
a postal communication fioni Mi Run Satup Gupt i appljmg toi e isual leave 
on account ot sickness wen m civet* in the office ot tile Supuinlciidcnt of 
Post Offices, J), Ilia Dull Division, on the doth end 22nd Octohei 1013, ies- 
pectnelv I In “snpi i mti ndt ut ■ 111111< ill til\ isln d llu Sub Postm istt i, 
Harduat on 20tli Octohei by 0 legion to depute i vompt lent hind to lelieve 
Mr (iiipta hut Mi Guptas iclict did not letual'v nine until the 28th of 
that month 'llu delay in effecting the lehet w is due to tile I let tbit a 
telegram despatched on tin 21st Octohei, 1043 by tile huh postmaster, 
Hardwar, expressing Ins inability to send m offuiil of his office to ulnve Mr 
Gupta was uufeutun itelv lost m ti insit mil tin Supelinte ndt lit w is undti the 
impression that a relief heel been sent On lcccipt ol n second tile grim fioin 
Gurukul Kongii post office on the doth Octohei, inothi i in in w is olden d to 
jiroceed to take charge of tin office md he did so on 28th Octohei 

(b) Yes 

(c) No \ redief was uiaiiged nmnedntclv the tc ’egi iphu u niincler was 
icc eived 

(i) The reply to the hist part is in the affmnative In regard to the stcond 
part there was no negliet on the pait of the Siipermtilident in this ease The 
Postmaster General, United Provinces Circle, is considering the ptoposal for 
the grant of some gratuity to the family of the elec eased 


CURT4ILMENT OF OR41, ANSWERS TO ABSENTEE MEMBERS’ 
QUESTIONS 

Mr President The question hour is over T would like to invite the 
attention of Honourable Members to the fact that T noticed today 
Noon a pretty good number of Honourable Members who are 

putting questions were absent T mean it was not a solitirv instance I 
think, if Honomahle Members put questions, they ought to be present in the 
House to put them I have been fol’ovwng the course just in the beginning, 
of being a little more liberal m interpreting the rule which sivs that if the 
Member in whose name the question stands m absent, the President at the 
request of any Member may direct that the answer to it he given But if 
that means encouragement to remain absent T do not propose to exercise this 
discretion vested in the Chair to direct an answer to he given to the question, 
as on former occasions 
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Sjt N V Oadgil (Bombay Central Division Non MJ irnmadan Rural) 
The transport positiou is bad litre 

Mr President Whatever it may be, if they tboose the dates on which the 
answers are required, they ought to Jriange for the question being put instead 
of putting the Chan to the necessity ot giving consent to then request every 
now and then Theiefote, 1 hope Honourable Membeis who put questions 
will make it a point in lutuie to remain present, ivcept, of com-a , in oxcep 
tional uieumst inees, in which eascb, us 1 hnd by practice, and not mussari'y 
by the lulmg ol my piedec essors, a wiittcn juthoritv should be given I insist 
on that authonty not because the rule says so, but it will enable me at least 
to judge that the Honourable Member who puts the question is careful enough 
to see that his question is coming on such and suth a date and is also further 
careful to see that it is put through somebody else and answeied It is just 
for that purpobt Otlieiwise, as l said, in exceptional cases I wil 1 certainly 
allow the question to be put Rut then the piactice of Members remaining 
absent is not out which should be tncomigtd by tlie President miking it as 
a rule tint mtom it cully sonic Member i« qi . sts md the 1’iesidcnt allows 
the question to be msuiicd 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi (< il< utt i md is ibu?l>s Muh w unad m libon) 
May 1 icspri Uiillv Mibtmi tbit sum.times the questioner dies not re u h the 
stage of ishmg the qiuKtioii md the u suit is a l>it of a dis cpponitmeut' :> 
Would you (onsidci tin | ossibilitv of niiucmg tii« number of supple mentaiy 
questions bn iin I i< < I that sometimes supp’eiiitmm\ questions tike aw iv 
all the' time, md tin v eh. not h id us amwlieie ’ T would Ihenfot. lespect 
fully submit to von to imisidci that aspect of the mittii dso 

Mr President 1 mi ilimhiul to tJ e Jlonuui ible M< mbei fot having given 
me an opportunit\ id st mug to tile House as to what is passing in m\ mind 
about this V simil n question hid mscii m this House a few days biek, and 
then 1 stited tint some ol the questions which ire put m as ^tailed may 
as well go as unstated lint is oil. The seeoud is that s ipplenu ntaries 
should be slioitencd is In is possib'e, md m iskmg supplemei 'anes instead 
of putting in vinous ebnises liv whith u nnis and aiguments are given, it is 
better that questions nisi shoitei foini ate asked straight, so as to elicit 
information onlv lint is motlm w ly ot icdiiung the tune takeu over supple 
militaries without mhumg then munlici 

Then, L mi having slutisties piepaied, horn day to day, of questions 
which weie put Im i tit tain elite* questions uisweied, and questions that 
could not bi msvveied \ftci having those statistics foi about a week more, 

I slnll be in a position to see tbe ivei igc linmbei of questions put every¬ 
day, (lie aveiagc numbei of questions answeied e*verydav, and then it will be 
possible for us to come to an aglet mint vvheieby questions that aie put in 
the list are all answered 

There is dso the other suggestion which is under considention—I am 
m\se’f considering it md it is not under the consideration of any other 
person- lint msvviis mat he punted is is done in Bombrv oi Madias and 
laid on tin table about half an bom be foie the meeting Rut that is a 
inattei whith is vet under nn own < onsulei ituni T leave to discuss it with 
the Horn nimble the* Lenin of the House mil with the Membeis of Parties 
That will save some of our time Rut the general rule which I would like 
to follow md which f would earnestly lequest membeis to observe just with 
a view to give complete co opeiation to the Chair is that a'l sorts of restric¬ 
tions which ate desired In different or v minis members should better come 
from within rather than he imposed bv the President, from the Chair If 
members co-operate and not put in mnnv questions, the matter will be nuto- 
tnaticallv solved This particular request of mine applies not onlv to ques¬ 
tions hut to ill business we transact in the House I will prefer the least 
interference fiom the Chon so fai ns con fro' over the proceedings oi the 
House is concerned That will be the ideal position for a democratic House 
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The Honourable Dr. Six M. Asizul Huque (Gommeice Meinbei) May I 
submit one matter that as theie aie always a ceitain number ot questions 
which cannot be answered, it happens that a member who is absent has his 
question answered and a member present cannot have his question answered 
When you consider the other pomt would you nh>o kindly consider this point, 
namely, whether a member who is actually present but who has got a later 
question has not some right, in view of the other member s absence, to have 
his question answered/’ 

Sjt. N V G-adgtt. The fact is that the answers are so brief and bureaucratic 
tliat they real'y require many supplementary There is such au economy 
of truth that many supplementary become necessary in the interests of 
bringing out the true facts I appreciate your point of view that the supple¬ 
mentary questions involve argument But the fault is not of the questioner 
It is because the proceedings have to be conducted in a language which is 
fcreign to us Will the Chair kmdh take this into consideration and allow 
a little margin because the mam object of those who want to ask supplemen¬ 
tal \ questions is to know the truth-’ In many oases it is just the object 
which the othei side wants to frusti ite by not giving correct answers Just 
as \ou want us to put relevant and pointed questions, may I ask the Chair 
a 1 so to seek the 10 operation fiom the other side m giving true information 
and tuUei mfoim ition? 

Mr President I do not think this requires fuithci discussion at all I 
hase asked for co operation from ill sides and not from this side or that I 
have no doubt that if we work m a spmt of cooperation, things will improve 
Somrhods his to make a beginning 

Mr Manu Subedar (Indian Men hunts' Chamber and Buicau Indian 
Comniptce) Sn, the specific suggestion ot the Honourable the Commerce 
Member is one which I beg to support, namely, that if a Mernbei is ibsout 
hie question, even if it is to be answered under the restrictive rules which 
\ou lia\c laid down, should not take precedence It should be put over and 
when the rest of the questions are finished he gets a chance 

Several Honourable Members He tan authorise indor the mles 

Mr President T prtfei for some tune at least to watch the proceedings 
and not to encoiu ige absent Membcis’ questions to be replied to That is 
what I stated m the beginning If there is time left after the questions on 
the paper are finished, we may consider whether the absent Members’ ques¬ 
tions should or should not he answered 


HErOET OF THE COMMITTEE ON BRETTON WOODS AGREEMENT 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (Finance Member) Sir, the report 
of the Committee on Bretton Woods, which I hoped to present today will not 
now be available till Thursday I hope to be in a position to circulate the report 
»ir'\ on Thursday and I understand that the parties will not take iny objection 
to tin ills disposing of the question on Saturday, although the repoit will not be 
ciicm ited until Thursdarv 

Mr Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau Indian Com¬ 
merce) Sir there wi 1 he no objection to the procedure outlined bv the Hon 
ourablc the Finance Member But the report is not \et ready and I believe 
consultations are going on between members of \anous groups,—members of 
one group with the other and also with Members of Government So I fear 
that the report may not be ready bv Thursday in which case it would be 
impossible to have a discussion of it on Satuidav 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: Sir, I am disappointed at that 
statement I thought it was to meet the convenience of the Committee that 
the report was postponed till Wednesday I do impress again that it is very 
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access ny that a decision should be taken this week, and there does not seem 
to bi, any other ojipoitunity of disposing of it except on Saturday,—nor in the 
following week 1 therefoie do appeal for the cooperation of the parties in 
disposing of tins question on Saturday 

Mr Manu Subedar Sir, 1 ■'‘surt this House thiougb you that we have 
every desiie not to cause any delay longer than is necessary The difficulty, 
however, arises out of the absence lioin Delhi of ceitam paitv leaders before 
whom this m ittcr his ti bi put, and, as I mentioned on a previous occasion, 
Wl have mil up igurisl issues which uic of such stupendous importance that 
the whole issue of ‘ending a lepreseutativc of India to the Bretton Woods pre 
hnuii'iiy sharchokliix meeting pales into insignificance, and I submit that 
we should not he rushed on the ninjoi issue which woines us The Honour- 
iblc the l‘in Hue Member knows \<iv well tbai it is not intr< ly i question of 
sending a lepresentative, theie is anothei laige issue which I am not fiee to 
disclose is it is being confidentially discussed m the Bretton Woods Com¬ 
mittee But there is that large issue which troubles eveiy Member of this 
House of e\e?\ Baity and the whole countiv outside, and I suggest that we 
ought not to he lushed on the mcic pic i that a particular date is of that 
import ince f 1 the prthiuimiy ittmdmu' of India’s ropiesintatno at the 
shareholders’ meeting 

The Honourable Sir Archibald. Rowlands That large issue to which the 
Houomable Member refeis is a separate issue wln< h T am prepared to discuss 
at any convenient time The issue befoie the House on Satmadv will be a 
yen simple one 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon (Sind Muhammadan Rural) Sir, so far as 1 
am concerned, I have tried nvy best to get m touch with iny Lender and we 
thought it would be possible foi us to come to an agreement on Thursday 
But it now seems that it i« \eiy difficult, md unless and until we know what 
attitude the Committee is going to adopt and what report is going to be draft¬ 
ed, 1 am not piepared to sry that wr will be in a position to discuss this 
mattei on Saturday I respectfully submit to the Finance Member that, as 
M r Manu Suhedni has suggested, the piehminary stages may be gone through 
a lepiesentatne can bp sent, and the tost involved is not greatt - than the 
risk winch this country might take later on 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Howlands That would meet my case 

Mr President In my case, not being conversant with the discussions in the 
Committee, it is not possible for me to express any opinion on the urgency oi 
otherwise of this discussion It is a rrmttei for the member-, of the Committee 
to settle among themselves, I am entirely m the hands of the House I 
should, however, wish tint eveiv possible effoit should be made to come to an 
agreement and if possible, the report should be submitted on Thuisday, the 
21st Personally I am piepared to sit even on a Sunday, but I do not know 
how (ho House would like that ide i 

Sjt N V Gadgil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
Sir even God takes res* on that day, yvhy should lit we? 

Mr President What I meant was that if really the matter was of that 
importance it will be up to us tc sacrifice this or that little convenience or 
lo suffci liieoiivciiii m e md m ike the best possible effort to come bi a con 
elusion Not knowing the merits of the iase, T do not know how far that is 
fossihle As no dale w is mentioned m the motion it is not necessary to have 
•i motion now Will the repoit be circulated on Friday? 

The Honourable Sir Arch’ba'd Rowlands No, Sir I hope it will be done 
bn Thursday morning I will keep the printers up all night 

Mr President* So provisionally v\e fix Thursday for the presentation of 
the report 

Lt -Gol Dr J O Ohatterjee (Nominated Non-Official) Does that mean. 
Sir, that the House will not sit on Saturday’ 
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Mr President The position is that the best possible effort will be made 
to have the report presented on Thursday, if that is done, the House will sit on 
baturday 

Lt-Ool Dr J, 0 Chatterjee So the sitting on Saturdiy is piovisional? 

Mr President" It is provisional m the sense that we do not know yet 
whether the report will be presented on Thursday But if it is done on 
Thursday, a sitting on Satuiday is a certainty, and it has already been fixed 
as an official day 


MOTION TOR ADJOURNMENT 

RlMJSVI ID ISCRLASE PrICI Ol FOODURAIVS OtmtED 10 AgRICUI TURISTS 

Mr President I have received notice of a motion of adjournment from Srt 
Venkatasubba Reddiai who seeks to censure Government for refusing to 
inert asc the pnt e offered for foodgrams to the agriculturist as it discourages 
cultivation of food crops I should like to know something about the urgency 
of this mattei 

Sri R Venkatasubba Reddiar booth Ai< <>t > um < timgh nut \< u Huh un- 
madan 11 inal) Sn, we aie facing ,t very giave situation The food supply m 
the tounliv is short During the food deb ite the Food Member gave an 
undertaking whin this question vv is specifically rused that he will look into 
thi, mattei But fiom a leport published yesterday in the press which I have 
with ine—the Free l J i< Journal —r find that thi Secrct.uv of the Food 
Department has taken to task some of the Papeis which advocated higher 
prices foi foodgrams This is what the report says 

‘ In < onrlusion, Mr Sen suggested that the line taken by a section of the 
press idvocating higher puces for foodgrams was inopportune ’ 

I submit in this connection that if sufficient inducement is given to the 
produce! he will be able to pioduee before we expect impoits from Washington 
or Canad i oi inv othci place There is a vanctv of paddy which can bo 
grown in niuetv duvs and we will have that crop if sufficient encouragement 
bo given to flic producers I want to bung it to the notice of Government 
and eensuie them for this attitude 

Mr B R Sen (Secretary, Food Depaitment) . Sn I submit that this is 
not a pioper subject foi mi id|otir munt motion I made a specific reference 
to this Mibjecf m mv opening remarks duiing the food debate and this sub¬ 
ject w is debited upon An tu endment to rny motion was moved and it was 
coined Tla amendment was to this effect — 

‘Tint (Juveinineiit should tike immediate steps to inui aie the production of foodgrams 
in the loimtiv hj giantmg substantul subsidies to produeeis and by restricting if not 
prohibiting the t idtivatiois of crops other than foodgri.ns on lands wheie food crops cm be 
grown 

The uncnilnient was that Government should encourage nroduction of 
foodgianw liv subsidies, not bv increasing the prices It is the view of the 
hood l)c | aliment tbit uIilii the country is fued with shortage if will he fatal 
to tn uni meeL the sitintion bv incieasing puces Thit has boon our experience 
in 1943 T he Honourable Member has referred to what I had said at a 
ernfe ri me I ‘ xpkuncd elearlv it the Conference how the Bengal famine 
in 1943 w is veiv largely due to the breakdown of public confidence and to 
the high prie's which prevailed at that time I made a refeienee to the sec¬ 
tional f mime in Bengal certain classes of people were uriab’e to purchase 
foodgrams rven though foodgiains were available in their areas It is our 
considered view that raising of prices is no solution to the problem with which 
we aic facpd 

Prof N G Ranga (Guntur rum Nel’orc Non Muhnmm idan Rural! The 
Honoui tMc Menibci has rcfcned to one amendment which was passed here. 
Time w is mofhei amendment also which was passed, namelv thit the Gov¬ 
ernment should .assure remunerative prices for the producers of foodgrams 
.as to encourage them to produce moie foodgrams and make India less 
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dependent on imports My Honourable friend ha- not referred to that at all 
Sn I do not wish to enter into arguments, but I only wish to say that food 
crops can be grown in even less than thiee months, and we suggested through 
this amendment thart sufficient inducement should be given to the foodgrain 
producers to produce more But the attitude which the Government and 
my Honoimible fiiciul art taking ind have displayed even just now, goes 
directly igamst giving any sort of encouragement at all to the production of 
more foodgrnms and food crops Therefcie, 1 think, my Honourable friend 
will be right in asking the leave of the House to adjourn so that we can. cen¬ 
sure this attitude oi the Government which does not at all help towards the 
production of more ioodgrains m this country 

Mr Muhammad Nauruan (Patna and Choti Nigpm mm Oih-> i 'luhun 
madan) May T sav * woid on this Sir 9 I cannot understand whv this 
adjournment motion is at all necessaiy because if a summary is prepared 

Mr President Will the Honouiable Member speak a little slowly’ He a 
too fast tor me 

Mr Muhammad Nauman 1 s ud, I cannot understand whv this adjourn¬ 
ment motion v is thought necessary bei arise f the Honourable Mernbei would 
take the tioublt to stuck a sunimaiy of the speeches that wiie nude in this 
House,—not only dmmg this Session but in previous Sessions ds well,—on 
the food debate, he will find that it was made absolutely cle rr that prices, 
have got to he restricted 
Prof N G Ranga No 

Mr Muhammad Nauman and production has to be encouraged 

through subsidies md other methods I think it would be fatal to mciease 
the price any further as it is already four times the pre-war rate 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor- 
Non Muhinmiid Hindi) Sn, \\c 11 c not concerned with what the Honourable 
Members said before the final conclusion was reached The final conclusion 
is the .Resolution in.I tLe Govi rnment is bound to obey that It s lution and 
cairy out the wi-lits ot this Housi Tn spite of the openiim t » > uko ot lln v 
Secietarv, Food Deputmint, and m splfe of the observ ihous of llonoiidble 
Members like Mi Muliomrpad Nauman wo are more anxious ilxmt tin con- 
sumeis thin about the agriculturists who produce The Ite-oluPi n which v is 
passed by this ITousj piovided that remunerative prices should bo givti so 
that we may pioduci more foodgiams and make India less dip 1 dmiu on 
impoits Wc should pioduce foodgrmns in less than three months msteid of 
can vmg the begging bowl to Australia and other places The Honourable 
the Food Secretary has flouted the Resolution, and we want to censure him 

Mr President It is not for me to disucss the merits of the case I think 
there was an amount of discussion over this nape et during the food debate, 
and what appeals to me is that the question of remunerative prices is 
different from the question of increased or high prices The two are not neces¬ 
sarily co-extensive Any way, whatever the merits of the question, I really 
do not know or understand the uigency' about this matter in spite of the food 
situation It is a matter for discussion, and I am not inclined to think that 
this is really a matter of urgency at all If the object is merely to censuie 
the Government, that is not going to help the food situation any further (Inter¬ 
ruptions ) Order, older Mv point is this Tf the uigeucv is not to be nlared 
on the ground of an opportunity to eensure the Government, that haidly helps 
the growing of foodgiams 

Prof N G Ranga- Government is going against the Resolution 
Mr President- The Resolution « a ys this 

‘ This Assembly urges upon the Government to take immediate steps to mciease the 
production of foodgrains in the countre by granting substantial subsidies to producers and 1 
by restricting, if not prohibiting, the cultivation of crops other than focdgrains on land» 
where food crops can be giown, until the country becomes self sufficient in foodgrnns ’ 
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t the fuluie ol the Government of India— 
for building up <i leserve and meeting the 

courage them 


[Mi lusidentj 
1 sh ill road horn the beginning 

tills Assembly evpiesbcs its dissatufleti 
p) to impoit adequate supplies of toodgi 
needs ol dehut areas, md 

(ll) to assuie lemuneiative prices foi the piodueeis of foodgiams so 
to pioduce moie foodgrains and make India less dependent on imports 

4 lie Honourable the mtnei has based his case on something which the 
iWn 1 t r\, hood Dep.u In lent, saul in a conference That is entirely a different 
matin, that is tin view of the Secretaiy The question would he, as it is 
•digued now, is to whetliei this paiticulu Resolution of the House is flouted or 
not, hut it does not seem from the adjournment motion that that is the case 
ihc l it proceeds further 


(b) lecoids its grave apptehension that, unless substantial impoits are immediately made 
available, x situation will mse, paitieulirly in the Southoin and Western parts of the 
eountiv, in whieh the existing lation, which is aheady inadequate, will b e endangeied and 
large sections of the people will face staivation, and 
(e) uiges upon the Government— 

(i) to take steps to obtain independent repiesent itiou ioi India on the Combined Food 

( 11 ) to so reorganise its procurement and requisitioning of foodgrains, as to eliminate 
the existing arbitrariness, corruption and oppression of peasants and to leave with peasants 
adequate quantities ot foodgiams for then family and labour consumption and to obtain the 
wholeheaited eoopeiation ot the peasants in all then pioeuicment and price fixing opeia 
lions and so on 

All these things arc there, but I do not think they are really now a matter 
of urgency after thiee days of food debate Therefore, I do not think I could 
give my consent to this 


Sri R Venkatasubba Reddiar Sir, I will explain the urgency 
Mr President Oidei, order 


Sjt N V Gadgil (Jlombiv, Ccntial Division Non Muhammadan Rural) 
They cm flout the op.i ion of this House in any way 

Khan Abdul Gham Khan (North West Fi on tier Rio vince General) Will 
you pleise define ‘urgency’. 

Mr President There can be no problematic discussion of urgency As I 
have bt itcd so many nines, eac li motion will have to be judged on its own 
ficts T hue ilreadv explained the reason why I do not joiuider that it is 
a matter of such -in urgency as to allow the regular course of the order of the 
dcLatc to be disturbed bv another matter being brought in The real object 
of un adjournment motion is th-rt there is something really so urgent and so 
important that one is justified m inteifering with the legular proceedings of 
the House If adjournment motions are coining every day and become too 
common, the motions themselves lose their feice That is also one of the 
aspects which Members have to take into consideration Perhaps this view 
may not be agreeable to some Honourable Members of this House, but that 
is how 1 look it if, and therefore 1 do not look upon this as a matter of 
uigency It is a standing mattei, it is urgent in a diffeient sense, but not 
in the sense m which adjournment motions are allowed 

Sjt N V Gadgil Mav 1 bring to your notice that though, as the Honour 
able President, vou have given a ruling whether the motion is urgent or not, 
at least sufficient time should be given to those who have tabled, or on whose 
behalf an adjournment motion is tabled to argue it out We are of the impres¬ 
sion th it the motion is really urgent 

Mr President* Order, cider 1 thmk sufficient time has been given 
Prof N G Ranga Thev are only causing a food look outl 
Mr President Order, oidei 

Prof N G Ranga These people in Delhi should be starved Then they 
will know I 

Sjt N V Gadgil; Hang them all! 

Mr, President Order, order 




ELECTION OE MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOE HEALTH 
DEPAETMENT 

Mr President i have to uitonn the Assembly tli it upto 12 Noon on the 
13th Febiuaiy, 1946, the time fixed for receiving nominations for the Standing 
Committee foi the Department of Health, eleven nominations weic leteived 
Subsequently one member withdievv his candidatuio As the number ot 
remaining candidates is equal to the liumbei oi vacancies, I declare the fol¬ 
lowing inombers to bo duly el< cted to the Committee during the unexpired 
poition ol tlio Fnianci il ycai 191110 and lor the Financial \eai 1946 47 
(1) Mi E L C Gvvill, (2) Li Col Di J C Chatteijet, (3) Khan Bahadur 
Shurbat Khan, (4) Di G V Deshmukh, (5) Mr P U Cole, (6) Mihaiaj 
Kunuti Di Sn Vijiyu \nauda, (7) Mr 13 b Hiriy, (8) Mi b isanka bckliai 
Samttl, (9) Sit H issau Suhrawardy, and (10) Khan Bahadur Raja Mohammad 
Am r Ahmad 

ELECTION OF MEMBEHS TO INDIAN CENTEAL TOBACCO 
COMMITTEE 

Mr President [ have to mtoim the Assembly thit upto 12 Noon on the 
13th February 1946, the time fixed for receiving nominations toi th_ Indian 
Central Tobacco ( mvn'ttci tlnee nominations were received Subsequently 
one member withdrew ms caudidatuie As the number of remaining candi¬ 
dates is equal to the i umbci ot vacancies, I declne the follow'iig members, 
to be duly clecte l t the Committee 

(1) Mi Muhammad Eahmat-ullah, and (2) Mr Satya Narayan Sinha 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR HOME 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr President’ I have also to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon on 
the 13th Febiuaiy, 1946, the time fixed for receiving nominations foi the 
Standing Committee foi the Home Department eleven nominations were 
rcctivid bubscquuith mu Mtnihn withdievv lus c mdiddmc \s tin 
number of remaining candidates is equal to the number of vacancies, I declare- 
the following membcib to be duly elected to the Committee for the unexpired 
period ot the Financial ye$r 1945-46 and the Financial year 1946-47 

(1) Mr P J Griffiths, (2) Raja Sn Suiyid Ahmad All Khan Alvi, (3) Col 
Kumar Shu Hmimat Smhji, (4) Mr M Asaf All, (5) Sri M Ananthasayanam 
Ayyai gar, (6) Shn Sn Piahasa, (7) Sjt N V Gadgil, (8) Mr Muhammad 
Ismail Khan (9) Mi 'I imi/udtlm Kh m and (10) iLiji Abdus bivttur Ha|» 
Ishaq Moth 

ELE( l’LON OP MEMBERS TO S LANDING COMMITTEE ON 
PILGRIMYG13 TO HE)A/, 

Mr President 1 have further to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon 
on Wednesday, the 13th Febiuaiy, 1946, the tune fixed for receiving nomi¬ 
nations foi the Standing Committee on Pilgtimage to the Hejas, eight nomi¬ 
nations we.c lecuv d Subsequently three un nibers withduw then candi- 
datiut As tfii, liumbei oj lemainiiig e mdidates is equal to hi number of 
vacancies, f dedue the following membeis to be duly elected 

(1) Khan Abdul Ghaut Khan (2) Syed Ghulam Bhik Naming, (3) Sn 
Hass in Suhiawaidv (4) Mi Moh immad M Killedar, and (5) Kb in B ihadui* 
Raja Mohammad \mir Ahmad 

INSURANCE (AMENDMENT) TOLL 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque (Commerce Membei) Sn, I 
move 

“Th it the Bill fuithei to amend the Insurance Act 1938 as lepoited 1 v the Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration ” 

In my speech in moving the consideiation of this Bill I explained the 
purpose of the Bi 1 is introduced in this House and after t debate the House 
decided for >eference to Select Committee The Select Committee in their 

( 1137 ) 
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i^Dr Sn M Azizui Huque] 

jjiUiu^ lot two suui.s’vc days caieiully consiituiil the valuin'. piov l-aoiix of 
the Bill and also the umei dmcnts that were tabled m the Uuum an 1 ciitam 
chanjis wen- made by die iVfembcis ot the Select Coiunuttu lln.ii have 
been ceitaiu altei itions, slight though they aie, fioiu the Udl ih.eli was 
introduced m this lloube The hist thing is about the clause dispensing with 
the quahfic w ions ot the Superintendent of Insurance The Select Committee 
wcie oi opinion that the otigmal section ol the Act sh mid uniain, but it 
tlieie is in Jilin ulty in the appointment of the next incumbent that should 
be tciupoiuiily dispensed with 01 , in other woids, the section might be 
suspended foi a limited number of years and the Se'eet Committee thought 
it should be iq> to .list lXcembei 1953 

Then, Sn, them is a el ruse in which the junsdietion between the co 
opuativi and tin mutual is against the insurance and piovidenb societies was 
slightly alteied while letaimng the power of the Supei mien dent to exempt 
societies which aie uni xtuctly on eo opeiative lines >i -oil las mu on pun 
eiples of stnet niututhtv, the Select Committee also decided that whereas 
I u piese.il 1 iw Jims ll to the discretion oi llie Stipi Mini uduil ol 1 isui mi e 
it should be 2 >rtscnbid by rules framed m the Act 
The piuKiple limit ol annuities aid sums assuiod wen itso siichtiy changed 
uid a it piisent the n. in m s 1 Hid will be iljout hs lull, n is bitwien 
Its 900 to Its 1,000 within which Respective societies wdl huntum Them In. 
hit , onlv i shjit ilimge ilso is li gilds (hi in ixiinuni h i v hit h s lould 06 

(lucid 111 li ct ix ui” i rnplii It(> (Iitilii di md 111, 1,1 , dills, is that . 

provis.on liis hem made by whiih thire must In m q in il ig mist ins old'r 

bv (lit Sup mil .nil nt id Insmm i duelling t it nil on itinn nl | ovnliiH 

soneties ot ti tiiski oi business limn one societv to anottii 

Then, Sir, the time by which the list of investments rcpiesenting the 
assets ot a company h ive to be submitted lias been slightly extended, as also 
Ihe time to supply the mateuals to an actuary has also been slightly extended 
There are very mmoi changes In fact the Bill, except m one clause in 
•which mv friend has it tinned to the attack once again after doing his best 
in the Select Committee is pnctieally the borne and the consensus of opinion 
is that this should he gone thiough * 

I di not wint to tain tin tune of the House I have tiled in a veiy few 
won], to explmi the slight chmgcs m ide by the Select Committee Sir, I 
turn 

Mr President M 4ion moved 

lint the Bill iurlhei <« imenil the Insm ince Act, 1938, as reported by the Si-leit 
Committee be taken into consideration ” 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muh imruadan lluial) I also wish that the Bill should be taken into con- 
sidciation We discussed tbe pi ovisions of the Bill at the earlier stage After 
its leturn from the Select Committee the changes that the Bill has undergone 
aie not many Theie aie one oi two changes of substance and in respect of 
one 1 s(nl iiope to convert my Honouiahle friend on the other side to my view 
T shall state tint though I agree to come of the changes suggested by the 
Government in the Select Committee, I still want to strike a note of caution 
with lespecl to the cuiymg out of this provision primarily with regard to the 
.quahfic dions foi the Superintendent of Insurance In the Act of 1938 as it 
stands, if w is i necissarv qualification foi a Superintendent to be an actuary 
Wo hive hid the idvmtage of an actuary who unfortunately is very soon 
h um tin (mu mini lit of India llmefori it ippears tint the Government 
is short of hands, and the actuaries who are qualified persons, though there 
mav be fifteen onlv in number m the huge continent of India, do not appear 
to be sufficient either on account of age or experience and possibly not one of 
them is able at present to handle that post That is the case of the Govern¬ 
ment Whatever it may be T would like that immediately an actuary should 
be appointed Anvhow as the Government feels difficulty m appointing one, 
I would like that a txnod of five or six years, as the Government wants, may 
be granted on one assurance—of course, an assurance granted to-day by this 
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Government or by an Honourable Membei may not be an assurance for all 
time but whoever may take up this subject later on and may be faced with 
this difficulty—that this concession was a; depaituie from the qualifications 
insisted upon in the Act of 19.18 1 therefore want an assurance from the 

Honouiable Member that after five or six years an actuary will certainly be 
appointed Aftei my leturn fiom the Select Committee I have gathered a lot 
of opinions and my friends are of the view that a mere actuary is not enough, 
for this reason that there are many things which have to be done by a person 
with experience Therefore these five or six years will also give us an oppor¬ 
tunity to find out whethei it is not desirable to have a composite section, the 
Superintendent being a non-actuaiy assisted by actuaries, or being an actuary 
assisted by othci persons who can have an outlook apait from meie statistical 
ability 1 do hope that m the closing speech of my Honourable friend he will 
niaki it doubly clear that he will insist upon an actuary being appointed with 
the necessary qualifications, next time when it falls vacant and the appoint 
ment that is made in the interregnum will be purely temporary That 
gentleman ought not to law claim to continue to stick to the post, when other 
com pi ti it men may he uailabh it the tune T’h it is ill l have to submit 
so far as the qualifications of the superintendent are concerned 

I come to my own vexed question of a marned woman, her rights under 
the Insurance Act When the clause is taken up I will make further observa 
tions In any case I do not want to repeat my arguments My only point 
is that the Honourable Member will consider that there are certain rights pre 
served foi a married woman undei this Act of 1938 A policy holder is 
absolutely entitled to the benefits of his policy, which is his pioperty He can 
sell, mortgage oi will it away to anyone he likes He can pledge it for pur 
poses of the race comse Or he may fix his love or affection on some other 
wornm md will the policy away But if lie makes a nomination in favour 
ot somebody, thit nomination will give i right to th it nominee only aftei his 
death During his lifetime he can deal with it a s he likes But if the nominee 
happens to be a wife oi the children, then a trust is ere lted 
undei the existing act It is no longer open to the policy-holder to deal with 
with the police as he likes That becomes a trust and he is protected against 
himself and is also protected against creditors That is a family provision 
Mv Honourable friend has sought to modify it by allowing an option to the 

policy holder or to the assured of eithei giving the benefit of trust in favour 

of his wife oi children oi to anybodv else They are also ordinary nominees, 
little better than others I am sure mv Honourable friend who "sits behind 
me, the lady membei on whom I relv for supporting my amendment to this 
particular clause and reinforcing my arguments when she rises to speak, and 
also the other ladv member, who has come into the Assembly recently (unfor 

tunately neither of them are either m front of ire or behind me) 

Mr. President One of them is in front of you 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar I am so glad I am sure they will 
rise m their seats at the proper moment to support the retention of the 
original clause 

Then there aie certain technicalities in regaid to proceduie After the 
assured passes awav, the money has to vest in the official trustee and then he 
passes it on to thi wife oi the chilchen At this stage the official trustee, a 
host of cleiks and lawyers come in and many charges are made Bv the time 
the money passes into the hands of the nominee for whose benefit the policy 
was taken some 50, 60 oi even 75 per cent go awav That is the provision 
of my Honouiable friend 1 have tabled an amendment to get over that difh 
culty It is open to the Assembly to modifv the proceduie and make the 
money payable straightaway without detiactmg from the nature of the policy 
being a trust foi the wife and the children I hope my Honourable friend will 
consider the amendment I will make mv further submission later as to how 
it is a matter of substance, not merely of form So far as the substance is 
concerned I would beseech the Honourable Member not to interfere yi’ith the 
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(_bri M Ananthasay annm AyyangaiJ 
wholesome provision that has been theie since L874 And as to ionn I hope 
with his assistance tlieie will be no more difficulty in passing it that as soon 
as the policy matureb the money should be paid straightaway to the pel sons 
who were nominated 

Theie are one or two fuither amendments that I have given and at the 
proper time I will make my fullei submission But at this stage I would only 
make one observation When a policy lapsts under the Bill as was provided 
originally aud even as it emeiged from the Select Committee, the policy lapses 
if the agent who was instrumental in getting that policy taken by an assured, 
if that man sleeps over it and does not have it renewed (it has to be renewed 
only by a medical certificate), any other agent, who is alert, can get it lenewed 
in which case he shall be given half the piemium or half the future premium 
I find that that applies under the old sections oF the Act to policies whose life 
has not been more than three years After three years there is no question 
of lapse Theiofore I have tabled an amendment so as to cover this I have 
gnen this advantage to all agents who might try to revive policies even 
after three or four vears and even policies of many years’ standing T am sure 
that the ITonouiuble Member will see that it does not run counter to the 
objecU with which he framed this amendment to the original act 

My Honourable friend is a layman like myselt The Honouiable Member 
who sits 1 )lIuiu1 linn, the Supenntendent ot lusvuanoe, was anxious to impose 
heavy penalties rising from Rs 50 in one case to as much as Rs 1 000 
Agents who me anxious to canvas or to induce some one to take a polioy might! 
offei to foiego then commission There are already penalties if an agent 
misbehaves m that maimer, if he parts with a portion of the premium due to 
him I hat is sought to be discouiaged under the Act For any single act 
the fine is 11s 50 and it is sought to be enhanced to Rs 1,000, both with respect 
lo the agent as well as the assured I would like that the amount should be 
reduced It is sufficient penalty for the agent to put him under the threat of 
dismissal or his licence being cancelled That is so far as the igent is con¬ 
cerned But the man who takes a policy is a layman and may not know the 
implications and I feel therefore that the penalty of Rs 1,000 rs too high In 
other respects there are not many things of substance here and I am only await 
ing with very gicat eagerness to see the final foim Almost every day I am 
receiving thousands of telegrams snd representations I shall be only too glad 
to see that this Bill is pushed through as early as possible 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiql (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadan Urban) 
Sir, I do not know if it is worth while replying to all the points the Honourable 
Member who preceded me has raised Ho is going to move his amendments 
and we shall then get a chance of speaking on them Arguing obstinately in 
the way m which the Honourab'e Membti does, does not lead us anywhere 
He has spoken and spoken in the Seleet Committee and in the House and yet 
he says he will speak more fully later on I do not know what he is going 
to speak 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar You will get disillusioned 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiql The main point where he gives up the ghost 
is when he says ho is a layman and that he does not understand That is why 
theie is this long-drawn argument which does not help eithei the companies 
or the agents or the insured oi anybody I would therefore request him to be 
guided by people who are in the business, who understand the rights of the 
insured as well as those who insure them and who are not, as I sa d in an 
either spticli, all badmathen f lhat we have black sheep among us I have 
admitted He has raised the point again, and at such terrible length, about 
the supei intendent of insurance being an actuary The present amendment 
does not stop an actuary from becoming a superintendent, but as India ha 3 not 
got enough actuaries I see no reason why a non actuary should not be a superin¬ 
tendent Uia view that an actuary should be the superintendent, and a» 
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adnimisliaiive ofhcei should be his assist mt md vice versa , again shows 
that he has not got a clear grasp of the actual s tuation as a person who knows 
about insurance Tlietehire, as and when he does 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar One peisonal remark, Sir Modesty 
seems to be a crime with my friend 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. and immodesty evidently seems to be & 
crime—immodesty m the sense ui talking long and talking w thout a convin¬ 
cing argument to convince us ot what he is say ng a crime with h'm 1 could 
use immodest and modest words about his eloquaciousness—I shall not do it, 
but I am mortified at the idea of the fuller explanations he is going to give as 
and when he moves these amendments The best brains in the country had 
gone through this Bill, he too had a chance and in the select committee we had 
the advice of an actual v of the highest eminence in the country I do not 
know what is wanted except that some pages of the printed reports of this 
Assembly will have names and arguments which will be laughed at outside 
this House by insurance people I would therefore support the motion of the 
Honourable Member that the Bill be taken into consideration and passed it 
the quickest possible speed so that we can take into eonsideiation the other 
and bigger Bill is and when 't is proposed during this session 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azlzul Huque Sir, I do not think any reply 
is needed from me Ml I can say 19 that my friend, Mr Ayyangar realises 
that* life is lathci short and we have been behind these small minor amendments 
for not one yeai but toi i little ovei two years I agreed to have this select 
committee because I think this matter ought to be thrashed out across the 
table My friend was there, distinguished members of the Assembly were 
theie, and I fed th it, although T nny he condemned as not belong ng to a 
responsible part of the constitution, it is only fair that the convention should 
grow m Government that if there is a recommendation of a select committee 
which is in consonance with the policy adumbrated m the Bill, that should be 
stuck to I would therefore tiy to stick to the provisions as recommended by 
the Select Committee in this measure, unless my trend can convince the 
Members of the House that Ins imendment is desirable as against the definite 
recommendation of the select committee As regards the assurances he wants, 
I have assured him repeat* dlv that Government realises the task which will 
be required of a superintendent of insurance, not merely today, but in future 
years Having regard to that, Government would certainly not put in an 
automaton who will noi undeistand either the actuarial calculations 01 the 
insurance business itself I flunk the fact that this Government took care to 
find out Mr Vaidyanathan, who is one of the distinguished actuaries in the 
insurance world is proof indicative of the fact that Government does not 
exercise that md'scretion which my friend apprehends I do not know what 
the futuie will be but we have done so so far to find out the best man, and at 
least for the short period I am nere we shall carefully exercise that discret on 
with which m this Department we have been vested about these appointments 

Mr President The question is 

“Tint the Bill fiwthei to amend the Iiaminot tet 1938 as repmted h\ the Select 

Committee, be taken into consideration ” 

The motion was adopted 

Mr President Clause 2 T find theie arc a numbei of amendments bv the 
Honourable Membei, Mi Avyangai 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. I am not moving any ot the amendment® 
standing in m\ name 

Mr, President' I find that his amendments also stand m the name of Mr 
Venkatasubba Reddiar perhaps he also agrees with the Honouiable Member 
that they should not be moved 9 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar He does not wish them to he moved, 
Sir 
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Mr President. Then the objection is as regards the form, not of substance. 

The Honourable Dr Sir M. Azizul Huque Except that it is in a negative 
form That is a matter for you to decde 

Mr President As legards the negative effect of it, as I have just pointed 
out, as two sub clauses are included in the same clause, I do not see why a 
Member should not say that m a particular portion of the proposed Bill a 
part cular pait be omitted So, it cannot be rejected on the ground of its bemg 
a negative but as regards the torm I follow what the Honourable Member has 
said 

Sir G-eorge Spence Sir, 1 must apologist, for the fact that I have been 
misled I thought that the llouom ible \lcinbci s formula was exactly the 
same is the loiniula m the Vet but I now imd it is not I see he puts in “who 
is or buomiv the absolute assignee wIilm.is m the Act, it is "who is the 
absolute issignee Tf tile Honour ibk Member s motive 5 is to put m the words 
“or becomes” then his imcndmcnt as dmvn is ill light but I do not know whe¬ 
ther ho reallv w ints to put in the words “01 becomes” 

Sn T V Satakopachari That is precisely vvliat I wanted to state The 
amendment is not there m the Act Instead of the words m the Act and 
instead of the w'ords suggested as amended bv the Select Committee, T suggest 
some other wording which might become opti itne in ihe Act 

Mr President The Jlonoiuuble Member mav move his amendment 

Sri T V Satakopachari Sir, I move 

‘(13) politN holder includes the peison who is 01 becomes the absolute issignee of the 
entire benefits under a polnv ” 

This is the amendment suggested by me The wording m the Act is 

“(2) ‘policy holdei’ includes the peison who is the absolute assignee of the benefits under 
the policy 1 

Mr President That has been cleared by Sir George Spence The wording 
is there 

Sn T V Satakopachan I will just mention the reasons why I want my 
amendment 1 lnve put m cinlv tw • words 1 have put >n the words ‘oi 
becomes’ and also ‘the entue” Now Sir their is no definition of ‘policy 
holdci’ in the Vtl T hud m the English \ct, the eoirespondmg Act being th> 

Assmaiue Companies 4ot of 1909 theie is this definition of ‘policy holder’ A 
‘police holder' is defined as a person v'ho for the tune being is the legal holder 
of the police foi securing the contriet with the assurance company At first 1 
thought Hi it such a definition can be incorporated I found lhat it was neither 
exhaustive nor accurate It was found to be so by the English courts For 
instance 5 I might mention that i cevfin que lru*t n ay be the legal holder but he 
nine not be* entitled in his own name to sue The language of the definition 
mav i ot rovet him Even an equitable mortgagee bv depositing the deeds mav 
bo then a ‘ligal hnldei ’ But he is not so m India So T can understand that 
the definition is omitted But then we know very well that when the statute 
snvs ‘nic. ms’ the meaning is always in a ’estnctive and definite sense That 
is, it can not mean anything else But when the statute says, ‘means and in¬ 
cludes’ the vvoicl ‘includes’ incorporates an extension of the definiti >n T may 
meni’fin foi instinee Ihe definition of “‘man’ includes ‘vvomnn’ ’’ But 
normally the woid ‘min’ will denote only the ‘male human being’, but when it 
says ‘includes’ then the teiin is eytended into a meaning which is not used in 
common parlance, hut which is neeessaiy as a term of art Like that, I can 
understand if you use the word ‘includes’ and enlarge the scope of the definition 
T am afraid the Select Committee has not enlarged the definition of ‘policy 
holder’, albeit it uses the word ‘includes’ and it has restricted the word As »• 
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mallei ol tact, that is why my amendment is neiessniy how the amendment 
suggested by the .Select Committee s iys 

• policy holder ’ includes, s person to whom the whole of the mteicbt of the policy holder 
111 the policy is assigned once and for all 

bn, 1 had gie it difficulty when 1 lomid t'nc woids once and for all 
Mr President. The House will now adjourn lor Lunch The Honourable 
McWibci may icsumo Ins sjieech alter Lunch 

The Assembly then uljourntd lor Lunch till Half l’abt Two of the Clock 

1 he Asstmbly ic asstmbli d liter Lunch il Half Last Two ot the Clock 
Mr Piesiilcnt (The Honourable Mi (t \ Muvalankur) in the Chan 

Sn T V Satakopachan. Just before the House rose foi lunch, Sir I was 
Lying to put before the House the pioposition enunmted clearly bv Lord Esher 
m the well known < isc of (lougli Ic/wis Cough that when a Statute s iys 
“‘means” the Statute restricts its meaning and when it says "includes” it ex¬ 
tends its meaning I w is tiling to point out to the House that the pioposed 
amendment, while it says it includes a parta ulai meaning reullv restnets the 
application of the definition, and tint is whit T pin pointing out is not correct 
I would suggest that the amendment 1 propose in substitution is a word of 
extension and therefore it expresses the idea much more clearly and brings into 
its scope several peisons who have rights to sue as policy holders, several per¬ 
sons who have the right and who should be given the right I shall take the 
imendment suggested b\ the Select Committee and point out where I find it 
deficient Tins is what is suggested "Policy holder includes a person to whom 
the whole of the interest of the policy-holdci in the policy is assigned once and 
for all” Now J really cannot understand the expression once for all to mean 
except what it literally means, that is, once—at one time—and for all—for all 
the tune T mean if an issignnu nt is to he made and the assignee is to 
become ]>oluy-holder, it will mean that the assignment would have to be made 
once and foi all th it is to snv, completely and absolutely at one time You 
cannot have assignments m portions relitmg to the same person I shall try 
to make it cleat Now a man assigns his policy, or assigns half the interests 
of his policy, fo his daughter, say He expects to have » son ti whom he 
would like to pass the other half If he has no son he might like to pass the 
othei h elf ilso to his daughtei Eventually thcie c unes a stage when he cannot 
have a son So he assigns the other half also to his daughter Then, is the 
daughter not i person who is i policy holder, beemse she. has had her assign¬ 
ments in two poitions? T mean the phrase ‘onte and for all ’ is i phrase which 
ittachcs to the tempo and not to the quantum or share Now, the law recog¬ 
nises assignments m portions Tt need not bo to the same peison It may 
be to sever il persons, but at the same time it may be to the same person 
Suppose it is the same person and he oi she qualifies and becomes an absolute 
bolder, an absolute beneficiary Is that person going to be a policy-holder at 
all or not 0 It seems to me that, the definition suggested bv the Select Com¬ 
mittee will ext hide such persons And it v/ill be wrong because the result will 
be that such a person will be absolutelv entitled undei a policy under those 
circuinst mces though m portions, but that person will not be a policy-holder 
When the time comes for suing—I take it that the assured dies—the heir of 
the assured will he entitled to sue He will be the policy-holder but the bene¬ 
ficiary will be the person who has hid the assignment now completed in full 
That creates an anomaly and T wish to avoid it, Sir That is why I thought 
that the expression "once and for all” restricts its scope and It is inadequate 
I shall come to the second part This is what it says "but does not 
include an assignee thereof whose interest in the policy is defeasible” The 
word "defeasible” is a word with which both courts and lawyers have found 
it not feasible to deal easily 
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Then it says “or is ioi tho time being subject to any condition The 
words ‘ foi the time being ’ uic new insertion Aie we to say that a peison 
wtio was not i policy lioldci it i p.iitiiului sta_,c will become a policy-holder 
at i tiffthci stage and so on ’ I nn in it introduces a tonfusi <n, and I am 
afraid that the amendment, as it leads is a wlioli will create a lot of litigation 
about who is a policy holilei mil who will be entitled to sue » 

Now, the amendment I suggest seems to me to be better and I commencb 
it to the coilsldei ition ot tbt House That is, if the ITouso thinks that only 
full issigntes s lould he entitled to become polu y holders (o be able ti exercise 
the right of policy holdcis then I think the imendment that I have suggested 
fills the bill ninth mori Tn ray amendment I have sought to incorporate the 
words “01 becomes” That is to siy it recognises a person as a policyholder 
if thit person is the original c inti u tee If lit is not, if the peison is an assignee, 
then if the assignment is conditional or contingent or successive if it is singular 
or pluril if there tri many peisons one behind the oilier, if that person 
qualifies 'supposing the contingency is fulfilled or satisfied’, then, if the words 
"cn becomes” or iddid it will make the peison entitled to become the policy- 
hoklcr So I would submit thit the inclusion of the words “or becomes’ 
satisfies the intention much better than the words suggested by the Committee* 
It also excludes bv indication a person who is not on absolute assignee of 
the whole interest, that is if he is not an absolute assignee or does not become 
an absolute assignee So a person who is not nn absolute assignee is now 
excluded Tf lie becomes an absolute assignee later on, then he qualifies him 
self to he a policy holdci Th it will be quite sufficient and the House very 
well knows the pioposition " Expreisto iimui eit ercluno altering ” 

If you e\picss a puticulir thing m a particular mannei, then all other incon 
sistent things which cannot go along with thit will he excluded So, I would 
submit that the amendment that T hive pi iposed foi the definition of the 
policy holclei is better and T comm' nd it for idoption bv the House instead cf 
the amendment suggested by the Select Committee 

Then I piss on to the thud put of my imnidmcnt, w , clause (b) There> 
I hive tiled only to put the (lung in cliuse (151 in better language than the 
Select Committee have used The Select Committee’s amendment is 

"in clause (15), aftei the wonls ‘who shall the words and figures ‘after the 31st dav of 
Decern bei 1953’ shall be inserted ’ 

Now clause (15) ol action 2 with this inu ndrnent would read thus 
‘ Superintendent of Insurance ’ means the officec who shall, after the 31st day of Decern 
her 1953, be a qualified actuary appointed by the Central Government to perform the duties 
of Supeiintendent of Insurance under this Act” 

It is not cleat whether tho date releis to the date of the ■appointment or to 
the d ite of the qualification rt a person qtiihfie 0 himself before that date will 
he be excluded 9 fherefort T su.gest with due defeieuce to the members of 
the Select Committee and tho Mover, that the linguage ib not happy, and 
therr fore I have proposed iriv amendment yvhich better expresses the idea which 
lies behind the amendment suggested by the Seleet Committee With regard 
to the period mentioned there might be difference of opinion in the House, but 
I do not believe that we are lonstilined to adopt the i psivitma verba of what the 
Select Committee^ has done Wo are entitled to change it and it is a change 
for the better Even though it is a verbal change I would invite the House to. 
consider it and adopt the amendment I have suggested Sir, I commend mv 
amendment to the House J 
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Anuuuuneni mosid 

'lhat ioi clause 2 of the Bill, the following he substituted, namely 

2 Amendment uf {section 2, -let 1\ of 1938—In section 2 of the lnsuiance Act, 1938 
(heieinutei lclcued to as tho said Act),— 

(a) loi clause (2) tin lolluwmg clause shall lie substituleu, namely 

(2) policy lioldci includes Hie pel soil who is oi becomes the absolute assignee of the 

(b) loi clause (15) the jollowmg shall I c substituted, namely 

(15) buperintendcnt ot lnsuiance means an actuaiy qualified undci the lules and. 
appointed by the t ential Uo\eminent as Isupeiintendent ot Insuiances to peitoim the duties 
oi that oihee under the Act, provided thit until 1st Tanuary, 1954, he need not necessauly 
be such quilihcd actuaiy 

Mr L S Vaidyanathan (Government o£ India Nominated Offic al) Sir, 
the words m clmsc 2 assigned am t md lot ill nit m nothing more than i 
p Unpliiaso i»L ibsolutc issignnu lit , bee wise whin onto wo mtroduco the 
woid absolute He shall have to define whit it is and that will create a lot of 
difficulty And that is precisely why the amedment in question has been 
proposed by us Our mam object is to exolude from the definition of “policy¬ 
holder oi ltoni the puiview ot whit ue p ilu y holdcis’ conditional assignees, 
bec.ausu it hus netted pr ictical difficulties First and Ion most, [ may explain 
that the object of this uncudnuut is to in ike condition d issigiimdits more 
popuJ it beeausi , is llu Hoiisi knows m -t of thv.se condition d assignments are 
made m lavoui ol wife and ehddien, md d is very desirab'c that such assign¬ 
ments should be lesoited to bv policy holders m veiy huge numbcis Theie 
is possibly a doubt in the mmd of tlu Honourible Membei who his moved file 
aniei dment to this < hiusi th it the prop< sed amendment m the lull of th« 
defi ution of “pohev holder’ will affe< t the financial n,hts of conditional 
issignees Nothing ot the sort is meant it a'l The fminml lights of condi¬ 
tional assignees umuu as much udict altei thi < h.mge m llu definition of 
“policy holdei ’ is d would he before such ihnngc Then the third reason why 
we ha\e mtioditcid this alteiation m the defindion is Ih it without (hi, altera¬ 
tion i oiidition il assignments would become inpopulm, md it is oui earnest 
clts'ie to populnise tlu si is much us possible bee mse tht p hev ho’dei whil* 
lot lining ill the lights m (he policy—the most import ml right being the light 
to yotc it election of polu v holdeis dueetois—would like (a pass on the benefits 
under the polu y to his wife ind children m else of his death prematurely 
If on tin othci hind uni in >ki (hi wife md children themselves the p Lcy- 
holdeis ntidii (he polit \ md (heiebv entitled to yote, the po'icy holdei might 
not like to divest himself of this puviloge which the holding of the p ilu v confers 
on him 'Unit has be°n pinitu illv the e ise in seveial instances, an 1 it is our 
desiu, is I said Ivfne to popularise conditional assignments as much as 
possible That is whv we want to exclude conditional assignees fiom being 
roped in ns pohev holders 

Then comes the most nnpoitint and vital question, th it is, that if condi 
tional assignees are rousnle-ed policyholders and they are given the light t> 
vote,—and, as I said before, condiltoinl assignments being in *18 per cent of 
eases, if not more, lor the benefit ot wife and children,—you pnctieally free/e 
a huge munbei of votes which would otherwise be intelligently used at the 
election of policy holdeis> directors Because, children inav be minors and 
therefore not eligible to v ite and Indies may not be approached at all That 
will particularly be the case where Muslim conditional assignments are in 
question, Muslim ladies being mostly in purdah could not he approached at all 
And you will straightaway freeze all these voting rights, with the result that 
the directors will be elected by onlv a few of the policy holders instead of the 
franchise being widespread 

Lastly, Sir, there is this practical difficulty—although I have put it last m 
the ordei of its importance—that if a policy is assigned to A and after A to B 
and with leveision back to the policy-holder after the death of both A and B, 
there is a doubt ns to wh" th» nohev holder is and yvho has the right to vote 
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[ \li L b Vjidyjiiathun] 

One cannot cicate two votes on one policy bioni all tiles,, points of view 
it will b. highly lesmible to lestnct the definition ol policy-holdeis” only to 
the life assuicd in the ca-,e ot Londitiomu issignments, and tlieiciorc we oppose 
clause (a) ol the amendment 

As leg uds clause (b of (lie mundnient, it is \erv loosely worded ft 
spe iks of an actuary qualified under the lules ’ The definition of the word 
actuaiy means that lie has the propel qualification r actualy My Ilonour- 

ible iricnd s iiiieudiiicut would require hini to be qualified ‘ under the rules” 

I do not know what the rules foi this purpose would be bo theic is to be 
a soil of double qualification and I do not see that it is neeessaiy at all, and 
his irneiidinent is loosely worded The definition of the bclect Committee 
ippeals to us hettei so we oppose both parts of the intendment 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azlzul Huque I will just have one word in 
repiv and that is to remind rav Honourable fnond, Mi Mianthasuy mam 
\\yingu, til it lie is pi nimbly responsible foi the imeudiiient ol today, >u 
1918 legisl itnm there w is no definition of a pohcv-holdci , tnd it the list stage 
there w is an effort to amend b\ putting m the dehiutiuii of a ‘policyholder 
This was very strongly objected to and it the last stage Mi Ayyingar moved 
exactly the present definition My Honourable friend, Mr Chapman Mortimer, 
at that very stage objected very strongly to that definition going in, but 
ultimately however it was accepted Whit is the result’ The lesult is that 
the definition which was not in the ongin.il Bill w is linluded With no defini 
lion in the oiigmal Bill, it was originally left from the tenor of the Act to find 
out as to who is a policy-holder As the definition now stands, a policy-holder 
includes i certain ( itegoiv Tliercfoie when vou define a policy holdci by 
saying th it policy holdei includes the person who is an absolute assignee it 
means tieic are obviously others who may bo tieated as policy holdeis Thus 
the legal interpretation has been that even i conditional assignee may be consi 
dered a policy holdei and obviously the very object for which this definition was 
put ii w is frustrated bv these legal interpretations Our purpose is to m ike it 
clear with the original definition being there, that jiolicy holder not only 
includes a category, but does not milude another category and that categoiy 
is the assignees whose interests nrt defeasible or are subject to a condition 
Then fore our pniposo is merely to eliiify is to who a policyholder is ne 
is an absolute assignee—there is no question about that,—but he is not, aocoid 
ing to the legil mteipretation one whose right is defeasible or subject to a 
condition Tint is ill what we have attenqited to do in the present definition 
And 7 tlnnk my Honour ible fnend will agree with me that though the original 
idea w is that the jioliev holder includes an absolute assignee the word ‘include’ 
being there it is nitcipieted m a diffeient way, and m order to clarify it we 
have jmt this definition 

f do not think 1 need say anything about ‘Superintendent’ My Honour¬ 
able fnend obviously has not seen the definition of 'actuary which means 
actuiuv possessing such qualifications as may be prescribed 

Sri T V Satakopachan* Prescribed under the rules 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque 1 That is redundant, qual fications 
ire jnascribed under the ru'es T think an the actual grounds of substance 
both he and mvself ne on the simp giound His duft is new T have a little 
bit of e\penenc( ITe is also a lawyer I think, and I have been a lawyer, but 
my experience in the diffeient \ssemblies has been that it is always better 
not to Iry to chouse the lm.-nage of on Act on the floor of the House Tt leads 
to a very great deal of confusion and while I have mv fullest sympathy for P 
I w ii) not accept it Sir I oppose it 

a v 8 ! 1 ¥ Anantoasayanara Ayyangar I did not want, to partake m this 

debate but I will say one word on this matter My Honourable friend referred 
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to my having interposed an amendment just at tho last stage when the 1938 
lcgib'ation was on the anvil and that Led to all the complication, and my Honour- 
ible friend with the assistance of his colleagues has now come forward to set it 
light I am alraid I yielded to tin amendment of the Government merely to 
purchase peat e for mv Honourable fuend I do not still think that this amend 
ment is necessary Then is i better nidge—Sir Nnpcndra Sircar, who wa, 
then piloting this Bill The imedment was “ ‘l’oliev-holdti’ includes the person 
who is the absolute issignet of the benefits under the policy” Mr Chapman- 
Morlimer then rused in objection regarding this notice 1^ very similar terms 
Then Sir Nnpendra Sircar said 

“Sir, I tun glad to explain the position As a matter of fact Mr Ayyangar moved his 
amendment in this form because I took objection stating that I did not want mere mort 
gagees or persons having a charge to be included and, therefore, he has now moved it in the 
foim acceptable to us My Honourable friend, Mr Chapman Mortimer’s question is com 
pletelv answered by clause 33, paragraph 5 ” 

The assignee shall be recognized to be the policy holder for all purposes under 
the Act That is incorporated in section 38, clause 5 of this Act, l e , clause 33 
-of that Bill But anyhow they found certain difficulties This amendment is 
not going to make it worse Ipt it clarify the position Therefore I consented 
to it 

Sit T V Satakopachari Sir, 

The Honourable Dr Sir 1C Aiizul Huque* I do not think he haB a nght 

of replv 

Mr President I am sorry the Honourable Member has no nght of reply 
Mr Sasanka Sskhar Sanyai (Presidency Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 

inr is it not open to the (Jh.ur to give uermission to the mover of the amend 
ment? 

Mr President That is what I thought, but my attention is invited to the 

rules 

Mr P J Griffiths (Assam European) It is Standing Order No 32 on 
|Mge 13 ot (hi new edition—discretion is vested ill the President 

Mr President I would like to invite the attention of Honourable Members 
(o this proviso » 

“Provided that nothing in this subparagraph shall be deemed to give any right of reply 
to the mover of an amendment to a Bill or a resolution save with the permission of the 
President ’ 

“Save with the permission of the President’, whether permission used to be 
given or not m the past is a different question If permission was not given, 
that does not mean that the right to give permission is not there under the 
Standing Orders 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqui - Permission has to be asked for 
Mr President I myself was under the impression that with the permission 

of the President the mover of an amendment could have a right of replv That 
was why I permitted the Honourable Member to speak Even when the 
Honourable Mr Avyangir got up to speak T was under the impression that the 
Honourable the mover had replied to the debate but T was reminded that the 
movei of the amendment was another gentleman and therefore I allowed him 
3 to speak Then of course my attention was invited or rather a 

p M reference was made to Standing Order 32 and I was told that so 
far as the Rules of this House go, there was no such power in the President 
T was under the impression that the President had the power That is now 
very clear From the procedure in the Bombay Assembly mv own impression 
was that the Chair had the power of allowing movers of amendments to replv 
But 1 was not sure of the Rules of this House As regards the desirability of 
allowing the mover of the amendment to replv, when there has been a discus 
sion on the particular wording of the amendment and when the honourable 
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[Mr PresidentJ 

mover ot the amendment has stated his case as u> why h* wants the change in 
the wording, it is piuper that he should have a say in the matter though, of 
course, I must say that I agree with the observation of the Honourable Member 
in chuige of the Bill that it is very dangerous to touch the wording of an y 
piece of legislation which lias come up from the Select Committee, where it is 
assumed that all the questions including the question of language had been 
argued and discussed threadbare But that does not mean the House has 
not the right of changing the wording, if it so likes 

Sn T, V. SataJcopachari. If we are going to tamper with, the existing legis¬ 
lation, 1 mean if a Bill for an amendment could be bi ought and the existing 
legislation is going to be disturbed, I suppose we have the same danger there 
also So I cannot myself appreciate the danger which will come when any 
Member of this House rises and wants to suggest some improvements which 
he considers necessary to be there, because I think that the Select Committee 
is not the last word on the subject I should leave it there 

1 wish to correct the impression which my honourable friend made, jr 
probably made, that Mr Ananthasayanam Ayyangar had something to do with 
these amendments Absolutely not He had nothing to do with these amend¬ 
ments 

Mr. Abdur Tta.hma.Ti SiddiquP He said bo himself 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: I did not say that I had anything to- 
do with these amendments 

Mr President Order, order 

Sri T V. Satakopachan When he referred to the fact that there was a 

previous discussion it bee une relevant to this matter I am afraid I do not 
see anv reference at all 

I was not convinced by my honourable fnend, Mjr Vaidyanathan when he 
said that conditions of assignment were sought to be excluded by his wording 
but would not be excluded by my wording My point is precisely the same 
that my expressions exclude a conditional issignment until the condition or 
contingency becomes satisfied The onlv thing is the language It conveyed 
the idea better and will end litigation which may be possible under the other 
amendments Anyhow with the suavity and persistence which probably mv 
honouiable fnend on the opposite side has been getting from the canvassing 
agents ol insurance business they have stuck to their guns end they have 
been as determined and logical as the gentlemen wanting us to insure ourselves 
willv mil v 


Mr President I shall put the amendment to the House in two parts 
h'stlv the petition as rc gilds the policy holders and ♦hereaftei the other part 
The question is 

“Ihit foi cl ui e 2 of the Bill tho following he substituted namely 
•2 tmm/imrnt of S W<twn 2 i<t H of 1938 —In Section 2 of the Insurance \cfc, 1938 
therein iftir referred to a< the «ard *ct),— 

(a) hor clause (2) the following clause shall Vx substituted namely 
(21 polii\ holder* intbido the person who is or becomes the ibsolute assignee of the 
entire benefits under a polic\ *• 

The motion negatived 

Mr President The question is 


1 1 c f - s '.I 0 r th. P 'I t' O fillowitiT h„ substituted namely 
‘2 \mcndmcnt of Section 2, Act IV of 1938 —Tn Section 2 of the Insnranoe Act, 1938 
(hereinafter refeired to as the «aid Art),— 

(b) For clause (IS] the following clause shall bo substituted namely 

“(ISl ^'penrtendent of Insurance’ means an actuary qualified, under the rules and 
appointed hv the Ccntnl Fovemment as Rnnenn ten dent of Insurances to perform the duties 
of that office under th,. \rt provided that until 1st January, 1954 he need not necessarily 
be such qualified actuary’ " v 


The motion was negatived 
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Mr. President* The question is 
‘‘That Clause 2 stand part of the BiU.” 

The motion was adopted 
Clause 2 was added to the Bill 


Sri T V. Satakopachari. Sir, T move 

“That for sub clause (a) of Clause 3 of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely 
‘(a) in sub section (1), after the words “from the Superintendent of Insurance a certi 
ficate of registration”, the words ‘ foi such business ’ shall be inserted’ ” 

It will be clear from a reading of Clause $ that it wants to avoid only a 
repetition of the same words and so it would be better 
Mr President Amendment moved 

“That for sub clause (i) of Clause 3 of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely 
‘(a) m subsection (1), after the words "from the Superintendent of Insurance a certi 
ficate of registration ’, the words “for such business” shall be inserted’ ” 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque I have ulieady explained that on 
principle I am not in favour I have come to grief on many ou asions because at 
an unwilling moment I had to accept a change in the language which was not 
particularly considered Clause 3 (a) means that no person shall 

continue to carry on any such business unless he has obtained from the Superin¬ 
tendent of Insurance a certificate or registration for that particular class of 
business That is our amendment My friend wants that after the words "from 
the Superintendent of Insurance a certificate of registration’’ the words "for 
such business" shall be inserted The result will be ‘ that no person shall 

continue to carry on any such business unless he has obtained from the Superin¬ 
tendent a certificate of registration for any such business’ T do not like to say 
it, though Knghsh is not my mother tongue that the woids "any such business’’ 
should not be repeated twice m the same clause and in order to make it clew it 
is said for that particular class of insurance business 
Mr President The question is 


“Ihit, for subihnxe (a) of ( 1 mio 3 of the Bill tin follr«in/ 1, P substituted 
(a) in sub section (1), ifter the words “from the Superintendent of Insuru 
hcate of registration the words ' for such business’ shall lie inserted’ ” 

The motion was negatiyed 
Mr President The question is 
“That Clause 3 stand part of the Bill ” 

The mo ion was adopted 
Clause i was added to the Bill 




Clause ± w is addi d to the Bill 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Su, I r ->ve 

‘ That in sub eluise (i) (i) of Clause 5 ot the fill, in subsection (1) of tsedun 4, 
the words t (oopualno Lift lnsm ineo Society oi be omitted, and 

that in sub i lauxe (b) of l Uuse 5 of the Bill in tho proposed clause (b) of si b soo 
tion (2) of Section 4, the wouls t (ooperatne Lit,. Instance Society or’ bo omitted” 
The Act has framed the rn ixmiurn distinction between poheieb, the maximum 
amount to which policies of lite insurance, can be gi uitid and the minimum with 
which the other insurance companies can start All insurance companies are 
allowed to transict business or undertake policies of insurance abo\c Rs 500 
and not below Below Rs 500 was reserved for provident societies in particular 
and with respect to co-operative societies and mutual insurance companies which 
are intended to cater to the members amongst themselves this rcstr’ction was 
not imposed upon them They were allowed to transact business from Be 1 
right up to the infinite It was found by the trainers of this -Bill that with 
respect to some of the mutual companies they were transacting business not on 
mutual lines, not adopting principle on which lrmtu il insurance companies have 
been based covering merely and particularly to the needs of the members of the 
institution, but were acting as propnetorv concerns with profits *s their purpose 
Therefore tho framers of the Bill wanted a restriction in favour of mutual 
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[Sri M Ananthasavanam Ayyangar] 
societies As the Superintendent of Insurance wanted or at his ^ 
have modified it in the Select Committee by inserting the words according to 
rules as mav be prescribed t hope f am not disclosing A seciet but I am 
bound to take the House into < onfidem i sudd, nlv some one m the Select Com¬ 
mittee proposed that Coopciative soc.et.es also should be brought within, that 
is even amongst members of the to opciatm societies the\ ought not to insure 
tor am amount less than Its 500 T took exception on the ground that co 
operative societies stand on a different footing t.om mutual companies in that 
cooperative societies aie governed bv specia' m Is in.l there 1% a heirarchy of 
public servants who watch the transactions ..1 nisuiance societies from stage to 
stage ind therefoie it is not desn iblc to mclu.h co open alive societies also and to 
restn. I their activities Sn last tune m 1041 the sin.e Bill was introduced in 
this \ssemblv and it was ref eric d to a Select ( ommittcc consisting of eminent 
membi is of tins House including the Leaclei of the Opposition, Sjt Bhulabhii 
Desn Theie thov did not illow tin mseition ot ixipcritivt societies and 
lestuition being placed upon cooperative societies 'I here is a specific note by 
Air Desai that co operative societies ought not to lit put in the suno level as 
mutual insurance companies with respect to sonic restrictions which were sought 
to be imposed m that Bill Thcretoie T move this intendment to this Bill 
Some restriction should be imposed with respect to mutual societies, I agree, 
but en operative societies ought to be dclcltd I ini sure the Government itself 
will (u epet this 

Mr President Amendment moved 

1 hat in buH chin. (0 (l) of Clause 5 of th« Bill, in *ub section (1) of Section 4, 

tin muds a Co opr l at no Life Jnsui inc. Society or bo omitted, and 

tint in sub iliuso (h) of ( lause 5 of the Bill m tho proposed thus, (b) of gull sto¬ 
ol (2) of “oction 4 tin wonls i Coopciitiv. Lift Iuburamc Society or’ be omitted" 

Mr L S Vaidyanathan Sir is un Honourihh friend hts sud .oop.rative 
sointiis ilso \un put in tin simi citiooic »s mutual insuim.c eompimes as 
the Si iec t (’ommittcc stagi (I mi not disclosing l store l since he lias ilrcadv 
djsilosid it hinis.lt) fo r v s p ( ifii puipost there ue mutual companies, 

whuli in onlv mutual m \j inn and \it n mon piopiictcnv than the worst of 

propnttorv conipuuts there arc ilso in operatic, so. leties which ire only oo- 

opi i lint in p mu but vet compete nn tin one hand with big insut nice companies 
and with the advantage thc\ poss. ss bv the pnvilegc «f transacting business for 
lug. Mims assured compete unt mlv on th. other hand, with the small provi- 
(h nt societies Even one gi mt it m ade "lo fight against a thousand pvgmies can 
def. it them in no time Tf Gulliver had not b.cn < ham. d when he was asleep, 
he would lnve smashed the Lilliputan unpin in no tune There arc co opera 
tive soi ii ties which aie onlv toopeiative m name and have tho unlimited 
advantage of 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mav T ask the Honourable Member if 
at is the desire of the Government to see that cooperative societies do not 
compete with big business at all 9 

Mr L S Vaidyanathan That s not tho idea it ill Our idea is not to allow 


the so called cooperative so. leties which have the advantage of competing with 
big business companies also to compete with provident societies for small 
business There can be small cooperative societies, whose business is lestncted 
to the limitations imposed by Section 65 of the Insurance Art and they n'so 
will b. hard hit bv the big co operative societies Amongst those co-operative 
so. leties that are now functioning onlv those that do not answer to the exact, 
definition of a co operative society and have absolute freedom to do 
business amongst the public at large without am limitation for large sums 
assured on one hand and for small sums assured on the other and thereby 
compete unfairly with the small provident societies wall not be given the freedom 
to transact business for small sums assured Therefore in the rules that will be 
framed there will he ample latitude to safeguard the interests of genuine co¬ 
operative societies and therefore T oppose the amendment proposed bv the 
Honourable ATember 
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Mr. President: The question is 

"That m ..b.i™ Cl W f O-" 8 “"“ ’ 

the words ‘a. Co operative Life Insurance society 

that in sub clause (b) of Clause 5 of the Bill i 
tion (2) of Section 1, the wolds i < o operative 1 itc 

The Assembly divided 


Abdul Oham Khan, Khan 
Adityan, Sn S T 
Abaf All, Mr M 

Aytangai, Su M Ananthasajanam 
Banerjee, Siee Satyapriya 
Bose, Sim Saiat Chandra 
Dago, Seth Sheodass 
Dam Mr (1 B 
Gadgil, Sjt N V 
Gang naju, f,n V 
Jaganinthd is, Su 
jhunjhunaali, Mr B P 
KarmarS it, Shri D P 
Khan Mr Llebendra Lai 
Lahm t houdhnry, Srijut Dhirendra Kants 
,\1 idail.lhni Singh, Mr 
Maliapatia Sri Bhagirathi 
Mangsl Singh, Sirdar 
Maim Sulicdai, Mi 


aiassfli, Mr M R 

\l ukhopadhyaj, Air Nagendianath 
Uukut Bihaii Lai Bliaigavft Pandit 


im Malay in Singh, Ilabu 
ini iv in Piasad, Mr 
inga, Prof N G 
Reddi.n, Ni H Vcnkatasubba 
S iksena Shri Mohan Lsl 
Mr P K 

, Mr Salonika Sekhai 
kstikopsihsri Su 1’ V 
1 Smha, Shn Satys N iravan 
Suklnlev Udliowdas, Mr 
Suijit Singh Mijithia, Squ-'dron Lea 
Sardar 

S\\ uninadliaii, Shiimati Ammu 
rhakui Das Bhargava, Pundit 
Mi B B 

Annul i, Mahsiajkumar Dr Sir 


K™* 


Abdul Ifirind Shah Maulvi 
All Asghu Khan, Mr 
Azizul Huque, The Honouiable Dr Sir M 
Banerjee, Mr R N 
Benthall I he Honourable Sir Ednard 
Bhattachai \ i i, Rai Bahadur Deven.lra 
Mohan 

Chapman Moi timer, Mr T * 

Cook, Mi B C A 

Griffiths Mr P J 

Gwilt, Mr Leslie 

Hirtzel, Mr M A F 

Hydan, 'I he Honourable Sir Akbar 

Inskip Mr A C 

Kharegat, Sir Pheroze 

Lawson, Mr C P 

Mason, Mr P 

Morns, Mr R 0 

Naqvi Mr A T 

Oulsnant Af i SHY 


Roulunl- The Honouiable Sir Archibald 

sngmt Di J 

Pen, Mr B H 

sharliit Khan Khan Bahadur 

Siddiqi Mi At.dui Rahm.n 

Siildique All Khan Nawab 

Spoil, e Sir George 

Sri Chand, Chaudhn 

stokes Mr H G 

1 imiruddin Khan, Mr 

Thorne, The Honourable Sir Tohn 

turner, Mr A C 

Tv son Mr Geoffrey G 

\ ndianathan, Mr L S 

Waugh The Honourable Mr A A 

Weightman Mr IT 

Yusuf Abdoola Haroon, Seth 

Zafai All Khan, Maulana 

/afar Husain Khan K B 


The motion was adopted 

Mr President The next amendment that stands in the name of Mr 
Vaidvanathan is, it seems to me merely to rectify i printer s eiror 


The question is 

"That clime 5, as amended, stand part of the Bill” 

The motion was adopted 

Clause 5, ns amended, was added to the Bill 

Clauses 6 to 19 were added to the Bill 

m> President: Clause 20 There is an amendment m tne name of Mr 
Ayynngar who wants clause 20 to be omitted I do not see how it is m order 
It is a"negative of the original proposition The Honourable Member may vote 
against that clause but his amendment is not m order He is entitled to have 
his say on clause 20 
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Sn K. Amnthaaayanam Ayy&agu: Thit> amendment relates to the marned 
women s rights As 1 said at the consideration stage, it is not merely a matter 
of foim but it is a mattei of substance Life insurance is a kind of protection for 
the family of the assured The primary members of the family who are the 
centres of his affection are his wife and children They are normally the 
nominees of any assured in his policy The policy of life insurance is the abso¬ 
lute property of the assured and theretoie he can sell it, mortgage it or pledge 
it or do anything with it He can make a gitt of it to whomsoever he likes and 
his creditors can lay their hands upon that policy As soon as any person makes 
a proposal it is also normally incumbent upon him to nominate the persons to 
whom it should go in lase of his death but if the nominees art his wife and 
children he cm no longer ifter the nomination deal with that property as his 
own They are protected a9 against his vagaries and also any creditors who 
might like to 1 iy hold of his propeity This is a very wholesome provision 
What the Bill intends to do is to do iw iy with this wholesome provision Here¬ 
after it is open to a pohc\ holder to say—I get out of section C> of the Mamed 
Women’s Property Act That means that though I nominate my wife or 
children as the beneficiaries to this policy, both myself and my creditors can 
lav hand upon the policv ind my wife and children may be deprived of this 
police The wife ind children are lelegated to the category of strangers But 
in the Act of 10% the wife and children were placed in a different category 
That special exemption is sought to be taken aw ay for some supposed adminis 
trahve incomeniencc 


The lustoi\ of this legislation date back to 1874 when the first Mamed 
Womens Prop*rt\ Act was passed, specially applying the provisions of that 
Vet to (bnstians m this country Hindus and Muhammadans, Tains and 
others were exempted from the operation of that Act There was no Insurance 
^ct in forte in Tndia then The first Insurance Act was passed in 1012 Till 
then insurant*! companies were also governed by the ordinarv 1 iw which regu- 
1 iff s I omp mu s Therefore the background of the Act of 1874 must lie under¬ 
stood mil also the purposes of the legislature then is to how it was intended to 
hi i whnVsomc pmusion Section fi of flic Mamed Women’s Propert\ Art 


ThU i 
on Hi 1 in 
thpm -h ill 
uni ihihlro 



Muslims ( 
contains n 


pnlir of lnninuip rffi (tnl h\ anv 
,if it (o hr foi thr hrnefit of his a 
i nine ami hi lUiniorl to hr a tiu«t 
, oi iiiv of til, in ii cording to thr i 
l oi thr tiusl II Miami hi >ub)ci t 
foun nut of his est itr ” 
ifoihi'i iff U thi \ said tin) tlm 
i l 1 n sn \ 1 iter \rt w is pis 
no clause Tt savs 


' \otwitlnt iniling invtli h < mtiinril in n 
shill ipplv in Hi rasp of ana jiolirv of insnni 
rITotfii hi iin Hindu Mull iimnadm Sikh o 
Do i nh r 101T ->i in anv otliri jiart of Tfntiih 


mm ml in in on his own lif, mil repressed 
ufr oi of hi-* wife and thildipn oi anv of 
for till hrnrfit of his wifi oi of his wife 
ntriisl so \pitsstd mil shill not si long 
<1 tin iout ml of (li mishind oi of his 

would not apph (<> Tams Hindus 
sed in 1022 h\ this lag sUture It 

tion ° tin pun lsimis of snhsHition (1) 
nr sin h as is refund to thiriin wlmh is 
i Tun in Madris iftci tin 31sl dav of 
Indn ifin tin 1st dai of Vpril 1923” 


This \f( U is Hiss, d ill 1022 But it was _nwu tetiospctfive ffTcct so far 
as M idi is was roncermd from 1912 T read the relevant portions of the debate 
that occmred when tint Bill was on the anvil how this measure was welcomed 
bv ill srrtions of the House The same objections that arc now be ng raised 
on the other side were put in almost in a nutshell The Married Women’s pro¬ 
perty Vet siss that if wife or child is noted as the nominee then thev become 
tin benefiri nios \ftri the insured passes awav tlie mode of pavment Is if he 
creates trust the monies would be paid onlv to the trustees for the benefit of 
the wife and children Tn case he did not create a trust, then the property 
would automatic illv go to the official trustee Whoever does not leave a trust 
behind then his property goes to the official trustee under certain conditions 
The official trustee merely acts as the condu’t pipe who pays to the wife and 
children if there is no condition But if there is a condition then he carries 
out those conditions It is merely a matter of procedure or form 
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I heard the Honourable Member m charge of the Bill say that it waB found 
very difficult and an his own experience he lound that the money was deposited 
bomewhere in the capital of the piovmce whereas the person died leaving 
his wife and children m some other comer of the Presidency In 
piactice, he found that much less than even naif reached the wife and 
children who are beneficiaries, and that therefore he wanted primarily 
to avoid administrative difficulties or difficulties of procedure ana there¬ 
fore he was introducing this iniendent in the Bill 1 would point out, Sir, that 
that could easily he got over L>y amending the Mamed Women’s Property Act in 
this wise, that in cases where the assured docs not create any trust by himself 
and does not nominate trustees, the money instead of going to the official truB- 
tee might be deposited in the District Court of original jurisdiction where the 
assured lived or when his wifi and children live and the monies may be paid 
over in accordance with his wishes It is purely a matter of form which can be 
easily modified We an making so many laws almost, every day here A law 
once passed can easily be amended and therefore 1 submit it is one of mere 
procedure We can find ways and means It is not a matter of procedure 
-alone On the other hand, we unfortunately find that there is always a diffe¬ 
rence between employer and employee, s milarly, we find a lot of difference 
between insurer arid insured The insurer is alwavs anxious, if he is a pro- 
puetary lonceru, lo in iki ns much money as possible out of the insured 

The House might have observed that while I was on the last amendment, 
I was persistent in c ailing for a Division, though I was not Bure I would succeed 
lb was foi this reason that .ill insurance i oinpames must sooner 01 later become 
nationalised, oi they must bevome mutual or cooperative No insurance com¬ 
pany ought to be i pioprict n\ lOineni tor the ownct to play with the premium 
paid by the insured m my way he likes It should not be that the only lot of the 
insured is t> go on pivmg premium I mi reminded it this stage of a company 
which w is floated m in\ Province with a humble c until of Its 74,000 That in 
suranoe comp m> h is now done business to sue h m extent that its innual pre¬ 
mium is oik cion I in c nth lu ml th it somt Bunks or sumt private individuals 
iri pi inning to pun bust th it nisurince comipmv s shires worth Its 7 4 <’>00 tor 
71 1 ik is, so th it tiny i an (It il with i premium of nut non. m \ hatnei w i\ they 
liked I do not know if the Honourable Mcmbei is going to block ill ho’es I 
will wait mil sto if ho doc's so in the new Bill which lit promises to bring 
shorth I mi anxiously w iitmg foi tin* mmgiuiton of th it Bill When it 
becomes law, let us see In the meanwhile, unfoitunatelv the Honourable 
Mi tnliti is making .nroads into a verv v iluable wise mil sul stanti il piece of 
sitegmid foi the wife ind chilelten of the assured 

\s I was submitting, Sn, the interests of the lnsmei aie abso’utely different 
fiom those ot the insured The msuied i- tin In ni fn nrv is made to bear all 
the overlie ul i barges ot the top heavy adm uisti inon Thue ue t ists of in¬ 
sult d who do not derive am benefit iiom tin. msuiaiuv < ouipuuv but who go on 
paying m premium d ly m and day out The msuud is alw ivs an\ ous to sec 
that he. makes i suitable piovision tor his wife uni chi'dien No.\ Sir, with 
great lespeet to Honourable Members who have spoken and who aie gong to 
spc. ik latei on, 1 s iv tint one < annot eliminate the f let that one is an insurer, 
however much he m ly talk The insurance company issues the pol cv, some 
body insures If the insured nominates Ins wife or children as the beneficiary 
under the policv, then he can no longer pledge it or borrow upon .t If th’8 
provision is enforced, then the insurance tompanv stmds to lose The insured 
cannot take loans on his policy without the consent of the wife or children who 
are* the nominees 

One section of the Jnsurane e Act says that 5 j per cent of the capital should 
be invested m Government securities or approved securities You know very 
well that Government securities elo not fetch a high rate of interest now a-elays 
They are as low as 2 or 3 per cent But the insurance companies with their 
top heavy administration -and heavy overhead charges want to earn mteiost in 
whatever way thev can That is why the insurance companies beguile the 
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policy holders by inducing them to borrow on their own policies at high rate 
ot niteiest So that in the uid when tlio pool nisuieil passes away, the wife 
and childicn aie left with piacticully noth ng out ot the insurance policy Do 
not be eained away by the smiling taces oi the bweet woids ot persons who ate 
in charge oi msuianee eompames They talk and talk, all the while pLotting 
wajb and means to nip the insured to take out loun tiom the companies i 
submit that no msuied ought to be beguiled into smooth talks with insurance 
company direetois, with pcisoiis who aic luteiested m tunning insurance con¬ 
cerns Their inteiesis aie diametncully opposed to the interests of the assured 
I do not want to use stiongei language lou can had appropriate woids m the 
dietiouaiy aid cveiy one cm see them theie I believe in aigument' for argu¬ 
ment I therefore submit that persons alternated in the running ot insurance 
conotius aie ulwajs anxious to bec> tint the po icy lioldeis boirow on their 
policy This wholesome provision in the Married Women s Property Act ties 
down the hand-, of both the policy holders and also the msurei I do submit 
they cannot monkey with thib wholesome piovision as they do want now ly 
this Bill to do so as ig.un&t the interest ot wife ind children who are the bene¬ 
ficiaries undei a poln y 

Now, Sir, I would only leinfoieo my aiguments with the arguments advanced 
on the floor ot the House by the ti uners ot the Bill to exit nil the operation ot 


the Mairied Womens Piopeity Act Mi Seshigm Vi 
time i Judge ol the Madi w lligli Louit w is also one < 
House who took pait m thit debate He ilso ipfiiud 
of getting money from olheial tiustios 


who 

if (In Members m this 
to th s other difficulty 


111! 




effcit 


the qti 

the olqert ot this bill it to truioe, cut 
of tinCt Iflgn t emits My objcit is to 
the Mamed Womens Piopeity Ait s 
man on his own life mil e\pie-sul on the 
his wife mil < liildu it oi inv ot them shill 
his wife or ot his wife and tlnldien in m _ 
and^hall not so lonq as uij object ot the' till- 


l Mimed Moniiiis l’lopcity Act 
ted by icitain cunllnting decision* 
oillili tini' decisions Section 6 of 
flfected hy my mamcil 


husband oi ot his ucilitois oi ioini put of I 
Hindus, the disaihantag, is that e\,n in a i i 
of his wife eithei his ireditois oi memliers i: 
interest, in the in«mame money an 1 the benefit o 

Mi Sesli igni \i\ u, who w is a renown 
and who took part in the discussion 6aid 


d by my 

foi the benefit of his w..„ „» 

luie and be (Itemed to bo tiust foi the benefit of 
eoidint; to the inkiest so expressed, 
>e subject to the lontrol of th® 


l nT"ff 


this Bill i 


) the Chi isti 


is estate If this section does not apply t 
,e wheie the husband insuies for the benefit, 
a Joint Ilufdu family piaiticallv claim an 
of that insurat^e is taken away, so hi a» 

d Bulge of the Madras High < ourfc 

phe® Hindu widows in the same position as widows 
ffeeted n/faxoui of wife inT'child^elT'Vtrus^w 1 created and 
propeity/und hTdealh calrn'ot" itt^h HTC 

Now, Sir, this section tries to do away with this It was glibly said that 
this provision crept into the Act of 1938 by a mistake In the Act of lSs 
which is now sought to be amended, no doubt this provision was absent m the 
Bill as was biought before the House This provision relating to Mamed 
Wo me „ „ Piopcm \ct was introduced only in the Se'ect Committee Then 
a ter it i nne ba< k no objection was taken to it It w ,s found that this pro- 
vision was necessary and therefore no objection was taken to it at all I find 
Sir, th it the finrneis „f this Bill have made a mistake They say in the Notes 
loos aUSe f S tl0t t[ ") leference to Mamed Women’s Property Act in the Act of 
+ L 93 fal reI?t i m some l low , 1 do nofc know how Thev say that it crept m and 
that thev discoxered it after 1938 It is now seven yeare How did they now 
discover that it crept m when neithei the Honourable Member who is the mover 
nor the other Honourable Member who is supporting was a member of this 
House It is therefore strange that they are inventing arguments foi sup¬ 
porting a very bad case My submission is that this is a matter of substance 
Let us not make a wholesome provision merely because an insurance company 
is able to lend to this man It is to his disadvantage—this bogey that if tike 
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Mamed Women's Property Act is to be applied, his wife and children find it 
difficult to get the money fiom the official trustee Is the official trustee e 
looter or a dacoit > lie i-> a public seivant The money goes into the hands 
of the public servant The nibUiance Company can be trusted but not the 
public servant 1 Tin nisuiance company has no objection to pay avvuy in gold 
and silver, but the official tiustee walks away with the entire money 1 It is 
a travesty In appearing betorc a Court ol Law 01 in drawing money from a 
Court there are certain rules ot procedure presenbed Even the vakil has to 
show the affidavit showing the amount has been paid to the vakil 
This is done m the interests of the safety of the peisons involved 
If necessary we can modify it 13ub let us not cut the nose to spite the face 
What my friends aie doing is to do aw ly with the money and make it easy to 
draw What am I to draw? There is no money My friends of the European 
Group set the model for us long before any Insurance Act was passed It was 
restricted to members of their own faith although subsequently for different 
faiths we have also taken advantage of it It was in 1874 It was copied u* 
Madras, to which I belong, fiom 1913 It w>s reiteiatcd in the Act of 1938 
It was not therefore by fluke but with open (yes, two eves for each member, 
with two-hundred and eighty open eyes that *t w is passed Therefore let no- 
consideration of inconvenience prevail 

I have t ibled another amendment But tint miendment I do not want to 
move We ian sib across the tabic ov< r that amendment and come to some 
arrangement is to how the piocedure may be modified ind how the money can 
be got from the official liustee 'therefore I tespe'tfullv submit for considera¬ 
tion uni uft pi mi i ol inv mululmeut I am opposing tlic clause 

Mr K C Neogy (Dicta Division Non Muhammadan Rural) It is not 
without some amount of tiepidatian that I rise to spe ik on this motion We 
have already been assured (hat the Bill as it has cmtiged from the Select Com¬ 
mittee represents the very anxious considciahon which the best bruins m the 
country have given to the matter 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar It has put me to anxiety 

Mr K C Neogy I have greit respect for the Membeis of the Select Com 
mittee But at the same time I cannot forget that by the particular amend¬ 
ment which we are now discussing, thev have sought to tamper with two legis¬ 
lative measures passed by two previous Legislatures Sir, I hope the House wilt 
bear with me for a few moments as I develop my points Mv Honouiable 
friend Mr Ananthasayanam Avvsngar has alreadv refened to the Married 
Women’s Propertv Act which was passed in the vear 1874 That Act excluded 
from its purview Hindus, Muslims and certain other communities I think from 
the practical point of view, before the year 1923, the provisions, in so far as they 
bear upon insurance, of the Mamed Women’s Propertv Act, applied only to 
those who professed the Christian religion and also to the Parsec community 
When the Act of 1874 the Married Womens Propeitv \rt was passed, an 
English law on the subject had alrendv been passed bv the British Pirliament 
I took the trouble of looking up the proceedings of the then Imperial Legislative 
Council on this subject, and T found that it was not after i mature consideration 
by the legislature of anv pe< uliarities that characterised the excluded commu¬ 
nities of India that thev were placed bevond the scope of the Mamed Women’s 
Property Act The Honourable Mi Hobhouse who I believe occupied in those 
days a position ikm to that of the Law Member leferrmg to Section 6 as it now 
stands in the Married Women’s Propertv Act said that this had been initiated 
by Government at the instance of certain Butish Indian companies which were 
then operating in India He said that these provisions were found exceedingly 
useful in England and that he thought that it was equallv proper to introduce 
some of these provisions among the European community in India The reason 
why the other communities were being excluded was that the Government did" 
not profess to deal with the delicate subject of connubial relations which existed" 
®umong native societies I am quoting from the speech of Mr Hobhouse At- 
that particular moment, thev hesitated to bring within the scope of this measure. 
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what are called the native societies of India They were thinking on y o e 
European community then living m India, and the Government wanted to give 
this community the benefit of a law which had already been passed in England 
The English law would be found in Section 10 of the English law, namely the 
Mamed Women’s Property Act, 1870 This was subsequently renumbered as 
Section 11 in the Consolidating Act of 1882 Vow, Section 0 is more or^less a 
reproduction in substance of the provisions of the lelevant section in the English 
law This state of affairs continued for sometime without any difficulty because 
in those days insurance was not verv popular among Induns I take it 

Then, when we come to 1913 and 1914 we find conflicting decisions of different 
High Courts as to whether, when a hush ind nominates the wife as the bene- 
fienrv under an insurance polica, the benefit <>f that policy could be denied to 
the widow at the instance of the creditor Them was i diffeience of opinion on 
♦his subject primarily between the Madras and Bomb i\ High Courts T believe 
the Calcutta High Court also Ind something to do with the subject, so that we 
had two distinct sets ot legal opn ions expiesscd b\ diffeunt High Courts— 
Bombay and Calcutta on the one side and Madras on the other Madras trvmg 
to givo the benefit of the protection of the Mairied Women s Property Act to 
insurance policies of this kind and the two other High Courts denying that 
benefit 

Then, Sir, we find m the year 1921 when the first reformed Legislature met, 
attempts being made bv prominent non official members like Mr Seshagni Avyar 
and Mi K imath to unend the law on this particular subject Mr Seshagm 
. Aiyar’s Bill was of i more ambitious character than that of Mr 

P M Karnath Kamath s Bill was confined to the operation of section 6 of 
the Married Womens IVopcrty \ct m regard to the excluded communities 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Sir oil i point of infoim ition Was 
nu Honourable friend i Mimber of the Axsemhlv then ’ 

Mr K C Neogy 1 ini coming to thit 1 do not want to attach too much 
impoitamc to mv membership ot that Assemble, but tin I ict lemanis th.it I 
was not merclv a Mtmbci of the Vsscmhk at tin tunc but I was also a member 
of the Select Committee th it w is ippomted to go into Mi kimdli s Hill which 
subsequently l>pc ainc. the Mamed Womens I’lopcilv l Ynu inline ntj \i t of 1923 
Mr lvun ith s iniendimnt is now i nibodn d m flic Act md h is alrcadv been lead 
out 11\ ni\* Honomablc finim Mi Aw.mgu Ineidc lit dl\ 1 might mi that 
this was tile fust non othi l il legislitive me isiin to In p issi d into law sun e the 
maugiii ition o^wlnt is now e all* el the i< loimid ligislitini undci the V< t of 
1919 Whin that Bill c une up it w is emulated ioi elintmg public opmon, and 
we haa c Sir W llli un \ lucent st iteig on the motion tor le fe it in ( to Si lee t Com 
mittic, tint it hid lccnud ilmost uuiveisil supjuut horn ill loc il (Iminmicnts 
and the public u 1 ugi md tbit (u>\c liinu m thucloii did not w ml to oppose 
it I'li it is tlu position ol the Mimed Womens Piopeity (\im lidnu uf) Ait 
1923 and m 193H what was done w is to idd t sub danse (7) to sediou 39 
stating tint the piousions of seition 19 would not ipplv where thi \1 lined 
Women s Pioperty Act applied Now as Ins ilreidv been stated b\ mv 
Honomable fntnd this pirtieulu clause was not in the original Hill ot 1937 
which betaine the Act of 1938 but't was subseque ntlv introdneed at the instance 
of the Select Committee I h ivt before me fhe report of the Selei t Committee 
on this point and this is wlnt I find there 

“We have supplied in omission in sub clause (5) and bv a new sub clause (7) vie hav» 
made a necessary provision excluding from the operation of the clause insurant es of » 
married man for the benefit of his wife and (hildren who are subject to the provisions of 
Act 3 of 1874 ” 

And when I go through the array of names subjoined to this report, I c innot 
say that the members of the present Select Committee can claim any better 
brains than the members of that particular Select Committee In spite of all 
this we find a bland statement in the Notes on Clauses supporting the particular 
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amendment which has now come before us v\ith the approval of the Select Com¬ 
mittee This is what is stated 

•Clause 20— It was not intended that a nomination citing section 39 of the \ct in favour 
-of a wife or child should attract the provisions of the Married Women’s Piopertv Act 
1874 and this amendment is to secure the desired position ’ 

Sir, in all hifmlity I should like to know whose was this intuition ’* It is 
said that “it was not intended’ , not intended bv whom’ When we have to 
consider two distinct legislitive measures passed after \erv serious consideration 
bv two different Houses, we arc entitled to i little moie information on this 
point The only intention that can possiblv weigh with us in this context is the 
intention of the legislature I should hh< inv Honourable fnend to tell us 
-whether he has any proof to substantiate this (him tbit what wt now find in the 
Act, and what is now sought to he amended w is not intended bv the legislature 
which passed either the Act of 1923 or the Vet of 1998 Sir,~*I have tried to 
studx the subject is far ns mv opportunities went, l lu\e gone through the 
debates, but I do not find anv light there on this pirtuulni point I hive gone 
through Mi Susil Chandra Sen’s icport on the law’s of insurance on which the 
Bill of 1937 was based, I do not find anv light there either Tt is in a spirit of 
mqnirv that I am raising this point Whose >s the intention that we have to 
take into account, and what proof have Government m support of then state¬ 
ment that the present position of the law was not intended,—intended obviously 
bv the previous legislatures’* 

Then, Sir, it has already been pointed out bv mv Honourable friend 
Mr Axvangar that under the present irncndment ns lccommended bv the 
Srleet Committee there would be an altcrnitive procedure, that is to say, it 
would be open to the husband either to siv tint m in iking the nomination in 
fivour of the wife or children he wants the operation of the Married Women’s 
Propertx Act to hi attracted or that he does not w ant it That perhaps is what 
is intended, tint is to sav, there would he two alternitixc positions under one 
oi which even though the wife mnv he nominated is i bcnefician, the husband 
would he ftee to deal with the instil met pn’icv bv wax of pledging it and that 
the husbands creditors would he if lihntx to puisne the mom v that max he 
secured undei tint poln v of insui nice , nil umln in iltcrnatixi prextduie if 
the huslnnd definitclv nyntmns tint in finkin' this nomination he defimtelx 
xxants to attnet tin operation of the Maineil Womens Property \e t then ill 
tli it follows fiom se e tion fi of (hit \( I will eontiol tin on'ienlai poln v 
Mr L S Vaidyanathan That i^ vlnt wi w mt 

Mr K C Neogy A <_s Ilnovv tin* Kxelnl umxunt but line igmiktme 
point out that til’s k not the hist turn tint tins punt v is taisiel Tf we find 
the law to stand Is it does it is because itti i dilihnite eonsidiMtien of this 
suggestion xve decided (hit wt we it not 'oni'b.lnxe nix llteimtixe piocidure 
pre «e i died m tins ni inner Here ugtm T hive *o lefei to tin lepoit of the Select 
Committee on the' Bill which suhsequeuith bee line tin amending Act of 1923 
Tt is an accident that I was » memhn of th it Select Committee but uriong 
members of the Committee tlie're weie vnv eminent persons like Sir ATalcoIm 
(Now Loid) Haile v, Mi Seshigm Aivni who was i vnv distinguished Judge of 
the ATadras High Couit and after lelitemeiat became t Memhei of the first 
Legislative Assemhlv, Mr T Tfangnchanai who was i verx distinguished 
Advocate of the Madras High Couit There was no minute of dissent to that 
report When xou see that repoit xou find that there xve*e several opinions that 
were placed before the Select Committee unlike the present Select Committee 
which obviously is so conscious of its monopolv of wisdom that it never thought 
of considering the opinions of others 

Mr. T Chapman-Mortimer Sir, I do nol want to mtenupt the Honourable 
Afember s x erv interesting speech but on a point of order T do not think it is 
quite fair that he should impute to the members of the Select Committee quite 
the arrogant attitude that he rather did impute, if T understood him correctly 
I hope I understood him wronglv, hut he rather give the impression that we m our 
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wisdom did not give any attention to tins point In fact we were verv exercised 
about it 

Mr K C Neogy 1 un sum pttlnpx mv Honoui ible fnend wus not m the 
House this morning when im Honoinahle tueiul Mr Avyangai was taken to 
task In another Honourable Me mini of the Selcit Committee tor his loquacitv 
in dealing with these questions, be e niso the best brims ot the muntiv had 
already gone info the mattei 

Mr T Chapman-Mortimer [ dis^oi mtc m\sclf entne 1\ fiom umaiks ot that 
kind I hive the highest respei I tor m\ Honoui ilile tnend s le lining and bia 
application in fhis matter But nil T n is queiMiig w is whether it is tight and 
proper for the Honourable Mtmboi to suggest that members of the Select Com¬ 
mittee did not apply (heir biams, such as thev are, and that they are not exei- 
cised m their minds on this pirticulu point Th it is what 1 undeistood him lo 
mean, and I should like to lit cleai on this point 

Mr K C Neogy 1 nc\tr undo ins siuh point I said that mutiny to the 
usual piactice to which we arc accustomed we do not find the Select Committee 
making mv leference to anv opinions that mu havi heen received oil the Bill 
In the pievious Select Coimnittce wi find tint they began the lcpoit hv i lefir- 
ence to the opinions lcceived md they go on dealing with the various opinions 

[At this st ige Mi 1’iesideiit vacited the Chur which was then occupied bv 
Mr P T Citifihths (one of the Pane 1 of Cli uimen)] 

It mas lit a, new pioccdurc till* his In c n instituted hut tint is ill th at I 
stated I did not mean anv offence to mv single Membci ol the Select Com¬ 
mittee The Select Committee of 1021 went into ill the opinions leceived which 
were mostlv, if not all, in iavom of the amendment 

Now Sir, I should like to pi u e betoie this Housi one p iragraph from the 
Iiepoit ol tli it Selec t (’ommittee which bears on the point in legard to which my 
Honourable friend, Mi Vaidv mathan mteiruptccl me This is paiagraph H 
1 We next conxideud the opinion of the Life Offices’ Association, London ” 

It is not merely opinions gathcied lioin siv Lotal Governments, but we liad 
an opinion fiom the Life Offices’ Association (London) Now, the amendment 
that has been adopted by the Select Committee is exactly the kind of suggestion 
that came fiom that body This is how the thud fiaragi iph of the Etpoit runs 
“We next considered the opinion of the Life Offices’ liondon, and the representations 
which were put befoie us to the effect that a rigid application of sectior 6 to all classes 
of policies which are expressed to be for the benefit of the wife or of the wife and chihlien 
would in many cases cause incoinenienee, hardship and misunderstanding ” 

That is all that we are now being told m support of (he imciulmcnt embodied 
in the Select Committee’s Bcpoit Continues the Select Committee 

“We were told that this form of insurance is unpopnlai in othei countnes and a sugges¬ 
tion was made that it might be possible to allow policies ot this nature to be taken up 
independently of the provisions of section 6 bv providing that that section should not apply 
unless it was expiesslv stipulated in the policy (hat the Married Women’s Pioperty \cfc, 
1874, as amended should ipply to it ” 

This, in substance, is exactly what the Sell ft Committee proposes to do. 
Now comes the obxerv ition of the Select Committee itself 

“We think, howcvei, that there is no reason for inseiting any special piovision ot thia 
kind, and that, if in fict, Insurance Companies are as a mle unwilling to issue policies 
of this nature any disadvantages which mav attach to ihem will as a matter of couvse be 
explained to the person intending lo insure ’’ 

It is not as if this is a new point and tint thn, is a new light that bus been 
thrown upon the subject at the present moment And that, is why I ask whose 
is the intention that the Government and the Select Committee are thinking 
of carrying out in supersession of the present legal position? Ts it the intention 
of the Life Offices’ Association London which was dulv considered and rejected 
m 1923 ? Now, that is the point on which I should like to have a direct answer 
I should not be taken to mean that I am against anv form of change whatsoever 
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and that whatever laws have been passed by previous legislatures should stand 
without amendment, but then let Ub consider the question on merits Why seek 
to mislead the House by spying this was not intended, and this is what is the 
proper position 7 Who bays that this is the pioper position, and whose was the 
intention contiury to what vvc hud the piesent law to bt ' Sir, this is all that 
1 have to su*'«'tst to ni> H uujur ible mend that he should go into this matter 
more caiefully" ind, it ueussan tike this point hack to the Select Committee 
and let us have a more inhumed uporl sitting foitb in detail a% to how he came 
to the conclusion that the pic sent liw dots not unv out the intention of the 
Legixlatuie and that the present law is contiarv to what the position should be 
1 am prepared to admit that in practical admimstiation defects mav have been 
found to exist, and that this form of insurance, where (he provisions of section 
6 of the Married Women s Piopcity Act apply very ngidly, has been found to 
he unpopuku f am quite prepared to take into account such facts as may be 
available on these points but I am not prepared to accept the statement that 
it was not intended bv somebody that the 1 iw should be like this, and that the 
propu position is what the Select Committee has put it, or rather the Govern¬ 
ment, because it is virtually the sum thing, subject to sonic small amendments, 
as we find m the origin il Bill 

Sn, I have great pleasure m snppoitmg the motion of \Ii Avvangar because 
in the absence of any definite statement which is satisfactory 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayy&ngar Both of us are opposing the motion 
Mr. K C Neogy L want the piesent position to be reverted to, 

pending a fuller considerition of this particulai point 

Mr Leslie Gwilt (Bombay European) Sir, like my Honourable fuend, 
Mr Neogy, I use with a considerable amount of trepidation, but my trepida¬ 
tion is based on othei promises foi 1 am very much of a layman I do not 
Ihmk that he showed a guab deal of trepidation, Sir, but he showed a much 
know-ledge of i very obscuie or, at any late, a complicated subject 

i have quite t < ousultrub'e amount of sympathy for what my Honourable 
friend Mi Vvy mgai, had to say but Sn, it l understand the position cor- 
ioc f h, a noimii itu.ii liny ho m ide in thiec wavs either under section 38 of 

this act, oi mulct section b ot the Womens Property Act, or undei section 39 

which is the scetion wo ue discussing at the piesent moment It seems to 

me that the option is ldlt to the assured to nominate his policy in any 

manner he chooses under am ot those three sections The choice is left to 
him and left to him quite rightly But, Sir, where I feel that a provision 
should hi mule to pmtcct the issuied is either on the face of the policy or 
m the Insurance Hides It is perfectly obvious, Sir, that there has been, 
as is evidenced bv the number of cases of litigation there have been, consi¬ 
derable confusion m the matter of nominations and I think that (his is one 
section under which the issured requires protection and I would ask, Sir, that an 
assurance should be given to the House that either m the Ilules there ig a pro¬ 
vision that in explanation of the liabilities under this section should bo 
explained to the assured, or, alternatively, that a form approved of by Gov¬ 
ernment should he sent to m issured when he informs the Insurance Com- 
panv tint he proposes to nominate his policy I believe, Sir, that some of 
the Insurance Companies have a form letter which they send to any assured 
who savs that he is going to nominate his policy, but some of the bigger com¬ 
panies do not do that and I think that perhaps the point that has been made 
both by my Honourable friends Messrs Avyangar and Neogy, mav be met if 
that proposal were accepted 

Sri M Aaanthasayanam Ayyangar • Deletion of this clause’ 

Mr Leslie Gwilt' T would not support that I would like to hear the 
Honourable Member m charge of the Bill 

Mr L S Vaidya n at ha n ' T am afraid there has been considerable misunder 
standing about the whole matter Only if my Honourable friend, Mr 
Avyangar, for whom I have very great regard— particularly as at the passage 
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of the 1988 Act I had to go to him very often and put forward to him the 
point of view of Insurance Companies, and he very patiently heard all my 
arguments and in most cases acted upon iny advice—only if he had the same 
patience now and if he had allowed me to complete my sentences, I would 
have convinced him and instead of his requesting us to be converted to his 
view, he might have already been converted to our view, and all this might 
have been spared 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. i tried my best 

Ur L. S. Vaidyanathan. You never heard my arguments, that is my grouse 
even now 

Sir, my Honourable friend, .Mr \cogy, has raised the point that opinions 
should have been called for m respect of the Insurance Bill We have had 
two meetings of the Advisory Committee and we also consulted Insurance com¬ 
panies in all the tours we have had The first time I had knowledge of any 
objection to this was only when the other day my friend, Mr Ayyangar said 
he was going to oppose this Before that there was no objection to this clause 
going through in the form it is before the House 

Prof N G. B&nga (Guntur cum Nellore Non Muhammad m Kuril) What 
about the public? 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar That was the hrst time I came to 
know and as soon as I came to know I protested 

Mr L S Vaidyanathan That was the only protest 

Sri M Anantaasayanam Ayyangar You shut it out 

Ur L S Vaidyanathan I did not shut it out We should have had a 
frank discussion about it 

Sri U Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. Did you elicit public opinion? 

Mr Chairman Let the Honourable Member proceed 

Mr L S Vaidyanathan It wil' be interesting to go back to the 1938 Act 
Although I was not then a Member of this House, 1 was watching the pro 
ceedings from a higher plane than this 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mj Honour iblc Inciid \v is right when 
he was with me He is now on the other side Therefore he is wrong 1 

Mr Chairman If the Honourable Member will direct his attention to the 
Bill, it will be more to the pomt 

Mr L S Vaidyanathan The whole idea arose elsewhere There was a lot 
of outstanding claims on the books oi hie msuiancc (onipauics and the framers 
ot llit- BUS Vii u ul d so do ill n then power to eiuhle companies to settle 
claims as expeditiously and as carls as possible With th it end m view they 
hrst and tori most removed the desirability from which Muslim policy-holders 
butreied m inspect of conditional assignments, as you wil 1 hud in Section 38, 
sub-section 7 The opinion then held was to the effect that if a Muslim made 
a condition'd assignment the condition was invalid and the assignment was 
absolute That militated substantially against Muslim policyholders effecting 
cond’tion il assignments and therefore sub-section 7 of 1938 reads 

“Notwithstanding anv law or custom having the force of law to the contrirv, an assign 
ment in favour of a person made with the condition that it shill be inoperative or that 
the interest shall pass to some othei person on the happening of a specified event during 
the lifetime of the person whose life is insured, and an tssignment in favour of the sur 
vivor or survivois pf a number of persons shall be valid *’ 

After having done this, they felt they had not gone far enough to popularise 
assignments and thereby enable insurance companies to settle claims quickly 
Before this Mr Sushil Sen’s amending Bill was circulated for opinion and the 
opinion on the nomination clause appearing therein was as follows 

“Opinions were invited by the Government on the provisions of the Dill and the replies 
received will show that a very large section of the public welcomed the idea of the right 
of nomination being given to policyholders ” 
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llic nght of nomination was to extend to all The right at uoaunatiou was 
not supposed to extend only m those oases where the wde and children were 
not the nominees. 

Sn M. A nan thaaayanam Ayyangar. On a point of order Is it open to my 
Honourable friend to read any extracts from any unauthorised report or any 
opinions which were not circulated to us or to the Members of the Select 
Committee > 

Mr T Ohapman-Mortimer : This was circulated to Honourable Members 
Mr. L S Vaidy ana than It is a Government of India publication 
Mr Chairman. Is it available to the Members m this House l 
Mr. T Ohapman-Mortimer. It was produced m 193b aud made available 
to the House 

Mr. K 0 Neogy It is marked confidential but is m the Libraiy 
Mr. Chairman. It it can be found in the Library, it can be quoted 
Mr T Ohapman-Mortimer In the first instance it was a confidential report 
of the Law Member Thereaitei it was made available to Members who 
were elected by the House to sit on the Select Committee and it was handed 
out to us with other papers, and subsequent to that—to the best of my re¬ 
collection—it was put m the Library of the House and made available to all 
Members, and the mere fact that ‘ Confidential’ is on the document is 
neither here nor there 

Mr. Chairman. The position is 1 think, quite clear Since the document- 
is in the Library of the House, it is quite m order to be quoted from 
Mr L. S. Vaidy a na than: What I have read is in page 58 They can take 
uote of that They wanted to give the benefit of nominations The mam 
elasticity provided by a nomination is that a subsequent assignment cancelled 
a previous nomination aud a nomination could be revoked All that was 
uecessarj because Indian lives assured lequircd all that elasticity So then 
we have these the three ways by which the policy monies could on a claim 
arising be paid over to the wife and children of the person whose life was 
assured One is the Married Woman s Property Act, the othei is assignment 
arm the third is nomination The ngidity of the first is that it Cieatos a trust 
Then it cannot be touched by cieditors, and as it creates an absolute trust it 
does give great secunlv in so far as the estate of the life of the assured is 
concerned It is also cvtrcimlv ngid and one instance of rigidity is that no 
loan can be raised m the sccinitv of the policv The rigidity of it appears to 
have weighed with the lives proposing for assurance mou than the bt lefits 
tilth u 11 iu 101 them 1 tin without i < nt i lilit ti n -t to that not oil in Iivl 
hundred policies are taken under the Married Woman’s Property Act The 
Seleit Committee,— md this I sav in answer to wlut mv Honourab'c fnend 
Mr Neogv just stid about subsection 7 hu I know something about it, 
having put in ill the siv sub-sections m section 39 about nominations should 
hive wondered vvhethoi they had not gone too fai they should have asked 
themselves the question whether the nomination provision would knock out 
tbi very desirable piovisioiis of the Mamed Woman’s Property Act Their 
answer was ’No” The Married Woman’s Proper tv Act section 6, is a 
sacred thing and it should be left alone and mv nomination provision they 
incorporated should not knock that out 9 Section 6 of the Mamed Women’s 
Property Act and with that idea they put m sub section 7 which reads 

"The provision of this section shill not apply to any nohev of life lr.surince to which 
Section 6 of the Mirued Woman’s Property Act 1874 applies” 

That sub-section only secured that if the policy was taken out under the 
provisions of the Married Woman’s Property Act, this section shal> not knock 
out its being subject to N W P Act It shall always secure the protection 
that the Married Woman’s Property Act gives A lot of time was taken up 
and nghtlv m reading out the benefits conferred by the Mamed Woman’s 
Property Aot and my Honourable friend, Mr Ayyangar, quoted from eminent 
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T for whom V »e ai imT great reject and with all of whom we are ln 
complete agreement ami to carry I"* o*u argument to a logical concha, 0Q> 
it he comes up m th a proposal that eiery one who effects a pohoy and who 
Cl iTor Men shall effect it under the Murr.ec! Womans Property 
Act, I shall support it But we aie not doing that 

Mr. K 0 Neogy Then that is your intention 9 That mis not the inten¬ 
tion of the Legislature 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar On a point of order It is not neces¬ 
sary undci the law Am I to understand from my Honourable friend that 
under the law it is necessary for the policyholder to show, before n trust is 
created, that lit is doing it under the Married Woman s Property Act? He 
need not lefer to that at all If he takes a policy and nominates his wife, the 
Married Woman s Property Act attaches itself to the policy automatically 
Mr 1 S Vaidyanathan It does not in all cases Let me explain 
After a policy is effected if the person whose life is assuied writes to the com¬ 
pany baying that he wants to nominate his wife 01 children to be the nomi¬ 
nees of the policy under Section 39 of the Insurance Act, the Married 
Women’s Property Act does not at all attract it 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Who snvs so 9 

Mr L S Vaidyanathan I say so I have got legal backing for that If 
the Honourable Member reads Section 39 he will understand what I say The 
Section says 


1 The holder of a policy of life ln-rarnice (on hit own lift) may, when effecting the 
penev oi at an\ timi beloic tile policy matures f< i p lament nominate the person or persons 
to whom tin mom> sunrcii liy tin. pohiv shall hi pud in the psuit of his death ” 

I am sorry I have not got the Married Women’s Property Act before me 
]t si\s ' it the tun ol cffiitnu ( nl\ k jjalicy nt insurance effected by a 

li i an led man on his own life and cxpiessed on the f tco of it —I would ask 
mv Honouiab'e friends to mark the words ‘on the fice of it— to he for the 
benefit of his wife and children” Anything that is written on the face of 
a point tan be written only at the time of issue 

Sn S. T Adityan (\J idtin md Karnmad < im Tinncvolh Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) Endorsements also can be written on the face 

Mr Chairman It is an extremely technical matter and I would suggest 
lint there be no interruption 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Only to clear doubts, Sir 


Mr I< S Vaidyanathan. If at the time of securing the proposal, the 
proposei. sajs ' 1 want mj wile AiZ md my children P, Q and It to be 
the nominees under Section 39”, since the policy preamble says ‘ whatever is 
•stated in the proposal and m the statements made befoie the examining 
doctor shall form the basis of the contract , it has been held in some legal 
quarters that those names mentioned as nominees in the proposal form are 
us good as being incorpoiated on the face ot the policy therefore the Married 
Women s Property Act is attracted In other cases it is not So that even 
new if a life assuied desired to have all the elasticity of Section 39 without 
attracting the provisions of the Married Women s Property Act, he has only 
to keep quiet til! the policy is issued and thereafter write to’ the company 
sawng that he wanted the policy to be endorsed in favour of so and so as the 
nominee under Section 39 of the Insurance Act of 1939, that will be quite all 
right Rut human nature being what it is, unless the nomination ls made 
at the time the proposal is secured by the agent, the agent gets indifferent 
and the life assured is generally indifferent, with the result that several policy¬ 
holders do not take the advantage of the nomination provision and it becomes 
very diffiou't for claims being paid as early as possible When this state of 
things takes place it is no use blaming the companies, that they are not 
prompt in settling claims 
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Leaving out assignments for the tune being, there are two ways by which 
we can achieve the objeot which we desire and 1 am quite sure my Honour¬ 
able friends on the other side also desire it This object is to see to it that 
as soon as a death occurred the claim is settled as expeditiously and without 
any trouble and that the money la forthcoming at the time of the 'dire need 
of the bereaved widow and* the children One way is the nomination way 
Tne other way is a rigid Married Womens' Property Act way What is 
buspected is thut if m the proposal form itself the wife or the children uru 
named, it is feared that the Mamed Women's Property Act is attracted 
and since most of the lives assured do not want this, it will militate against 
nominations being made at the time the proposal is taken and unless nonuna 
tions are made at that time, very likely in 80 per cent of the cases no nomma 
tlon .will be made at all That is why we want to make it easy for nomina¬ 
tions being made and it is not at all intended that we should knock out the 
provisions of the Married Women's Property Act As a matter of fact the 
position 16 this By sub-section 7 of Section 39 to which my Honournb’e 
inend Mr Neogy drew attention, we secure that that section shall not app'y to 
any po'iey of life insurance, to which Section 6 of the Mamed Women's 
Property Act, 1874, applies By that the frumers of the 1938 Act secured that 
’Section 39 regarding nomination shall not knock oft the Married Women’s 
Property Act 

Now the boot goes to the other leg it is feared now that in some cases 
the Married Women’s Property Act will knock out the elasticity of Section 39 
and thus prevent nominations being made We want to put these two into 
absolutely mutually exc'usive watertight compartments, so that lives assured 
cju choose either this or that When they choose this, they will have the elasti 
city of Section 39 and if they choose that they will have all the privileges 
and the rigidity of the Married Women’s Property Act That is the only posi¬ 
tion we want to take and there has been a lot of misunderstanding about it 
If one takes up the nomiantion way, it will be possible for life insurance 
companies to wait at the death bed of the life assured with the bag of gold 
and relieve the distress at the time of the sore need of the widow and children 

Sir, that is all I have to say 

Mx. T. Chapman-Mortimer Sir, after hearing the very lucid and able 
speeches which have gone before and, m particular, the speech of my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr Neogy, and the speech of my Honourable friend, the Superin¬ 
tendent of Insurance, I hesitate at this stage to say very much more But 
as I have been somewhat involved m this matter, both at an earlier stage 
and m this late Select Committee, I should like to say one or two words about 
this most important clause 

Sir, when I read this clause originally, my immediate reaction was some¬ 
what similar to that of my Honourable fnend, Mr Ayyangar I felt that here 
was something that was likely to abrogate, if not render null and void, Sec¬ 
tion 6 of the Married Women’s Property Act Being somewhat anxious in 
the matter and having great sympathy with my Honourable friend’s point of 
view, I took a great deal of trouble to examine what the legal position was 
and afief very careful examination of it, I am fully satisfied that no such 
apprehension need be feared And after hearing the speech of the Honour¬ 
able the Superintendent of Insurance, I am even more satisfied in my mind 
than I was before As he very clearly put it, we are seeking to put these 
Iwo different inattere into watertight compartments and I would therefore 
urge members to look at Section 39 (those of them who have the Act before 
them) Sub-Seotion 7 There they will see that the provisions of this Section 
«h»H not apply to any policy of life insurance to which Section 6 of the Married 
Women’s Property Act, 1874, applies And then I would ask them to look 
at' the Bill The amendtnent suggested to sub-section (7) of Section 39 is to 
add the words “or has at any tune applied” Thus the scope of sub section 7 
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i' extended straightaway Then in order to eiose all doubts a proviso is 
•ought to be added, which reads 

“Provided that where a nomination made whether before or after the commencement of 
the Insurance (Amendment) Act, 1946, in favour of the wife of the person who haa insured 
his life or of his wife and children or any of them is expiessed, whethei or not on the face of 
the policy, as being made under thu lection ” 

And I would ask the attention of the House, w particu’ar of my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr Avyangar, to these last words 

To my mind they absolutely secure the position It is made absolutely 
clear that this is a water tight compartment and that any nomination made 
under this section will not attract the Married Women’s Property Act, * and 
conversely any nomination made in terms that will bring it within the mischief 
of the Married Women’s Property Act, section 0, wi'l in turn be treated 
separately and will be absolutely secured 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar • I do not want to allow this option 
There is no option now If a man nominates his wife, she automatically get# 
it and it is no longer open to the husband to «ay “I do not want to give 
it to mv wife now ’ 

Mr. T. Ohapman-Mortimer • If I may say so, my Honourable friend is 
wrong in his law, with due respect Not knowing as much law as he may 
have 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar 1 I am wrong according to one non¬ 
lawyer and according to another budding lawyer! 

Mr T. Ohapman-Mortimer. Possibly, but m this particular case you are 
wrong if I may say so, and you are wrong if you will look at the words The 
provisions of section 39 are m the first place permissive, and m the second 
plict it is mailt quite tltai irom sub bcttion (7) that they ure not to inter- 
fere in any way with the provisions of the Married Women s Property Act, 
section 6 Actually, as the Superintendent of Insurance pointed out, most 
people who are making provision for their wives and 'families in the manner to 
which section 6 of the Married Women s Property Act relates, do it and are 
bound to do it in a much more strict way than is provided for in this case, 
and it is because of that very strict provision which exists in respect of the 
Married Women s Pioperty Act that the wording of section 38 is somewhat 
different from the wording of section 39 If Honourable Members will turn 
to section 38, they will find theie that assignments or transfers under that 
sect'on have to be attested by a witness, whereas a nomination under 
section 39 is not to be so attested by a witness The reason for that is quite 
simple, and iny recoMection is that it was always clear to the mind of those 
membeis of the Select Committee of 1937 In 1937 what we sought to do was 
this we sought to make a provision which would be simple and would apply 
to thousands of cases, where there was no thought of attracting the provi¬ 
sions of the Married Women s Property Act What we were trying to do was 
to provide for the case of the small policyholder whose family were not well 

off and who were likely to be dependent so'ely on any proceeds of the life 

policy In such a case there was no need to insist that a provision which 
was to secure the benefits to the wife and children, namely, nomination, 
should at once attract the very strict trustification proposals which are set out 
in the Married Women’s Property Act, section 6 What they wanted to do 
was to make it relatively simple—I emphasise the word ‘relatively’—for the 
heir or heirs of the policy-holder to secure the benefit accruing to them 
under the policy For that reason the Select Committee agreed to these 

seven sub-sections of section 39, and thereafter the House endorsed that and 

the intention was perfectly clear 
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Ill that connection I should like to say a word about the wording of Gov¬ 
ernment’s original Bill and the notes on clauses I think, if I may say to, 
their wording was to say the least of it, unhappy Quite lightly they said 
that no one wanted to attract the provisions of the Mamed Women s Pro¬ 
perty Act, but the wording used might have been happier 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: It is retrospective also 

Mr T Ohapman-Mortimer It is to be retrospective also, and has to be 
retrospective If it were not retrospective, the utmost chaos would anse 

I do not think I need say more, except to say that we in this Group intend 
to support Government m this matter, because though we are sympathetic 
towards the point of view expressed by Honourable Members opposite, we are 
satisfied that, on examination, the d iubts and hesitation which was in our 
minds in the beginning have been satisfactorily dispelled by the very clpsr 
statement, if I may say so, made by the Superintendent of Insurance 

Sit. N. V OadgU- Sir, there has been a pood deal of attack over this clause 
The reason first advanced in introducing this amendment was to bring out mum 
clearly the original intention as contemplated when the last legislation took 
place When that argument was found untenable—and that has been conceded 
by the last speaker—the real intention has become obvious, does tins nmei dment 
mean a departure from the present pos.lion of the law ? It does I respectfully 
submit that the proviso does contemplate a departure It reads 

“Provided that where a nomination made whether before oi after the commencement of 
the Insurance (Amendment) Act, 1946, in faviur of the wife of the person who has insured 
his life or of his wife and children or anv of them is expre«sod, whether or not on the 
faco of the policy, as being made under tins section the said section 6 shall 1m deemc d 
not to apply or not to have applied to the policy " 

Fiona the speech of mv friend Mr Vaidianathan, l gather that he contem¬ 
plates two types of policy—one under section 89 of the Act, and one governed hy 
section 6 of the Married Women’s Pnpertv Act But that is not the position 
If, under section 39, a man nominates Ins wife, what is there to show thnt it is a 
nomination under section 39 and not a nomination undu sect on 0 of the Mamed 
Women s Property Act, except if vve accept his verv tnurow mtcrpietation about 
the words in section ft of the Mamed Womens Piopertv A<t, which reads as 
follows 


“A policy of insurance effected by anv trained 
the face of it to be for the benefit of his wife ’’ 


his own life and expressed on 


Now, these words "expressed on the face of it mean nothm-r more than 
expressly expressed. If a man writes the name of his wife it" docs mean 
expressly expressed There is no nec'ssitv to put inv other wording m sny 
other phrase to bring it in the purview of the said section 


Now, there has been a good deal, of difference of 
different views about the exact interpretation of this 
position as follows 


opinion There have been 
Justice Das sums up the 


“Reviewing all these authorities, one is forced to come to the conclusion that in i 

e^ss^r - *0 - 

If you accept this proviso in the BUI it means that what the position is 
If d th y at S i?so rted ft0m Tha<> 18 80 1 d,ffer fr ° m my fnend ’ Mr Va,d ^>nathan 


Mr. L. S Vaidyanathan• I would sav in reply what is there to show 

word a U “ de K thlS 8ec * lon? 7° uld ldre m .y Honourable friend to underline * the 
words is being made under this section” He has to sav there --."T , 

?2e°pohcy '- BUranCe ACt ’ 1938> 1 n ° mmat6 S ° and 80 to be the benefhnaries^of 
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Sri M Ananthagayanam Ayyangar It is m 3 our Bill, not m the Act 
SJt. N. V OadgU. That only concedes my argument that you are departing 
irom the present position Today in section 39 there is nothing to justify the 
interpretation ypu put You only put that interpretation on the assumption 
that the amendment is passed If under the present Aot I simply nominate my 
wife, immediately that thing operates as a trust But you now give the option 
to the man by your new amendment to sav that you want your policy to be 
governed, not by the provisions of the Married Women’s Property Act, but by 
this particular legislation, namely, Act of 1946 That is a departure 1 think 
in the interests of married women thib ought not to be allowed Why sub 
section (7) of section 39 was added has been amply made clear it was only for 
the purpose of securing the character of the polu y as a trust that this sub section 
was added then, and now what you are trying to do is to take away this character 
of trust and let the husband do awav with that sacred character and do away with 
the pouev or deal with it in any way he likes That was not the intention That 
is not the intention, and if you put it on a different ground, say so If you want 
to introduce a new thing, you must say it straight 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi Mr Chairman I think I shall have to recast all 
my notions of relevancy and responsibility after the manner 111 which Honourable 
Members to my right have run off at more tangents than one Talking of the 
principles of insurance and running away from the actual amendment proposed 
has perhaps become an obsession with mv Honourable colleague of the Select 
Committee who has spoken m the same way jn the same points tor moie than 
once Before I go fiuthei I should like to remove in impression which perhaps 
my defective language may have created about the best brains ot the Select 
Committee It was not the Select Committee of which T was a member but I 
was leferrmg to the Select Committee that had passed almost all these amend¬ 
ments That committee, as the Honourable the Commeioe Member told us on 
the first day consisted of men of the calibre of Mr Bhulnblm Desai, Mr Nirmal 
Thunder and muiy other men of eminence They had agreed to most of these 
points and after that the Indian Insurance Association, many Chambers 
of Commerce and othci public men and organizations had expiessed their views 
favourably on the piovisions as sanctioned 1>\ that Select Committee of the best 
brains of India of which I was not a member I liqpe 1 m explanation will be 
accepted by the Honourable Member who took exception to my remark 

Sir, to get up and talk of who said this and why it was said and so on and so 
forth restricts our imagination ns well as our attempt to understand things The 
Legislature should after all reflei t the progress of public opinion in the country 
else it will not be called progressive Mv ow 1 feeling is that whether it was 
1874 1923 or 1938, since then 0111 Indian nuhhc has begun to understand insur¬ 
ance as well as assurance and theiotore Honourable Members should realise that 
the man assured dot« not want his freedom to assign 01 to nominate to be 
interfered with bv any lules 01 laws of a cramping t\pe Here is a clear choice 
given to him He can do this or he can do th it I do not understand why if 
T have five policies I should not nominate under the Mairied Women’s Property 
Aot anv one of the polities and the lemainmg four too I should like to gi\e to rhy 
wife and children but circumstiiK r ‘s mav arise where I should have the liberty 
to deal with those other politics as 1 like 1 ma\ also point out to Honourable 
Membeis who consider men connected with the insurance companies as regular 
badmashea and apaches that there is a possibility of the assured party taking 
advantage of the Married Women’s Property Act to cheat his creditors Thev 
have not thought of that possibility (Interruption) I should not like to 
be disturbed, Mr Chairman They can have their say when they rise to the r 
feet I have noticed the tendency, Mr Chairman, that when you use a telling 
argument gentlemen of the mentality of Honourable Members to my right go 
on creating disturbances and indulging in a running commentary particularly 
when somebody is speaking not quite to their choice To have got up and said 
that insurance company shareholders want to run away with the money of the 
assured person is to have talked balded ash, is to have talked about a matter 
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The Assembly met m the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) m tha 
Chair 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers 

Science Academys at Calcutta and Bangalore 

379 *Prof N Gt. Ranga (a) Will the Education Secretary be pleased to 
state if he has recognised the Science Academy at Calcutta and not recognised 
the Indian Academy of Science at Bangalore? If so, what are the reasons 
therefor? 

(b) What is the membership of these organisations? 

(c) Is it a fact that tho Bangalore Academy was asked to approach the 
Government of India through the Calcutta Academy with its application for 
a grant for its very valuable periodical’ 

(d) Tf so, why do not Government allow independent scientists or their 
organisations to approach Government directly for assistance’ 

Dr John Sargent’ (a) The Honourable Member is presumably referring to 
the Na f ional Institute of Sciences of India whose headquarters have been for a 
long time m Calcutta and are now being transferred to New Delhi The Insti¬ 
tute has been recognised by the Government of India as the premier society 
lepiesenhng all branches of science in India Theie arc thiee existing all India 
scientific societies—The National Institute of Sciences of India, Calcutta, The 
Indian Academy of Science at Bangalore, The National Academy of Science, 
Allahabad, and the need has long been recognised of having one body which 
would speak with the same authority on scientific subjects as the Royal Society 
in Grcpt Britain The Government of India leferred this question in 1936 to Sir 
James Irvine, Principal of the St Andrews University Taking into considera¬ 
tion tho history of these bodies, their aims and objects, and their prospects of 
representing science in India as a whole, Sir James Irvine placed the National 
Institute of Sciences of India first on the list This recommendation has since 
bee i endorsed bv Piof \ V Hill, Secretirv of the Royal Societv who v'siteel 
India in 1944 The decision of the Government of India, has therefore, been 
taken on the best expert advice available 

(b) At the end of 1945 the National Institute of Sciences had 2l9 Ordinary 
Fellows and 25 Honorary Fellows on the roll In tfio same period, the Indian 
Academy of Science had 199 Ordinary Fellows and 40 Honorary Fellows 

(c) The answer is m the affirmative 

(d) One of the objects of the recognition of the National Institute of Sciences 
as the premier scientific society of India is to constitute a body from whom the 
Government of India can seek authoritative advice on problems relating to- 
scientific training and research If that object is to be achieved, it is necessary 
that the Government of Tndia should have the advice of the National Institute 
in regard to applications submitted by individual scientists or by scientific bodies 
which do not belong to the National Institute 

Prof N. G Ranga In view of the fact that scientists are nearly equally 
divided as between these two organisations what is it that prevents Govern¬ 
ment from recognising both and gaming their co-operation or trying to bring- 
about some co-operation and compromise between these two organisations so* 
that it mav be possible to have one all-comprehensive organisation of scientists- 
m this country? 


.1171 ) 
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Dr John Sargent I am glad to say that in both cases strong efforts lave 
been made to secure that co operation and, I believe, with a considerable 
measure of success Practically all the leading scientists of India with one 
notable exception are, I think, members of Ihe National Institute while retain¬ 
ing membership of any other bodies that they may belong to And my latest 
information is that that very distinguished gentleman may, as we all desire, 
decide to join the Institute m the near future 

Dr Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad Government must be aware that this split was due 
to a difference of opinion between two scientists What action are they taking 
to unite them m view of the fact that it is inconvenient for scientists to belong 
to two organisations resulting in gieat expenditure of time and money? 

Dr John Sargent I am glad to say that action is, I think being taken by 
tin ‘-dentists themselves \m kind ot hdp t> bring ibolit i i ippioaohnv lit 
which one can give we certainly will give 

Dr Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad What help are Government giving in this 
matter ? 

Dr John Sargent I have done everything that I could I have discussed 
this matter with the representatives of the Institute and, as I have just said, I 
was delighted to hear that is a lexult of the action which thev have taken, which 
I have dine evervthing to eniouiuge, this nppioachment is taking place 

Prof N G Ranga Are Government aware that great resentment prevails 
among scientists who are associated with the Bangalore Academy because their 
application to the Government of India for assistance from Government for their 
journal was turned down on the ground that it should first of all be sent to the 
Calcutta Institute? 

Dr John Sargent T was not iwaie that there was anv resentment In regard 
to the second part of the question, it seems to me implicit in the fact that it is 
desii ib’e to h ivo i Ixidv spiuking tm s leme d i wh< le Hint G«m limit nt should 
refer to it important scientific questions With regard to this particular applica¬ 
tion, my suggestion to the body making it was that it would be more in accord 
with the dignity of a learned profession if thev secured the support of their 
colleagues in the profession in the first place rather than used my Department 
as a post office 

Prof N G Ranga In view of the fact that we have «o many distinguished 
scientists m India, where is the necessity for Government to go and consult 
some scientists in England or bring a scientist from England on a roving miss on 
in order <o ask for his opinion as to which organisation should be ricogmsid? 
Why do not Government recognise both and at the same time use thcr wod 
offices to bring about unity between the two? 

Dr John Sargent We felt, as other countries have felt, that it would 1 elp 
to have one society to which we could refer, rather than two rival societies 

Sri M An&nthasayanam Ayyangar - May I know if the differences between 
the two important scientists was not leflected in the matter of selection of 
students for training abroad, and those persons who had qualifications from or 
training in Bangalore Academy were rejected merely because they were con¬ 
nected with Sir C V Raman? 

Dr John Sargent’ No, Sir, that is quite contrary to my impression 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar - May I know why Sir C V Raman was 
not sent to England along with the other scientists? Is it the policy of the 
Government of India to reject him or to persistently put him down? 

Dr John Sargent Certainly not I think we all have the greatest respect 
for the gentleman in question 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam. Ayyangar: Then why was he not sent to England 
along with the other scientists? 

Dr John Sargent* I shall require notice of that, I was not dealing with it 
at the time 



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 1173 

Foodgrains Scarcity in Mysore 

380 *Prof. N. G Ranga Will the Food Secretary be pleased to state 

(.t) if it is a fact that foodgrains scaicity in the Mysore State has bet omo 
worse during November, December and January, 

(b) it (lie State Government has asked for additional supplies of foodgrains 
from the Government of India und to what extent such additional supplies have 
been made, 

(c) if it is also a fact that in Chitaldurg and neighbouring districts, crops 
have fui'cd and so the local production ot foodgrains has been reduced 
considerably, 

(d) the latest foodgiains supply position m Mvsore, and 

(e) what further steps are proposed by the Mysore State Government and 
are being taken by the Government of India to relieve the foodgrains scarcity 
of the Mysore State? 

Mr B R Sen* (a) The food position in Mysore State has deteriorated 
during these months owing to the continued failure of rains 

(b) Yes The State has asked for additional supplies Certain allotments 
have already been made and further assistance is being considered m the light 
of supplies available or likely to be available 

(c) Yes 

(d) The stocks of rice and millets at present m the hands of the Mysore 
Government are expected to suffice for several months more, meanwhile they 
will be receiving extra assistance from outside and procuring some grains inter¬ 
nally also 

(e) The Government of India are closely watching the food position in 
Mysore from day to day and will endeavo'ur to give as much assistance in the 
form of allotments of foodgrains from outside as possible 

Meanwhile the Mysore Government have undertaken the following measures 

(1) The beds of tanks and irrigation reservoirs have been thrown open for 
the cultivation of quick growing food crops 

(2) Distribution of electric power is being extended in areas where lift irriga¬ 
tion is possible 

(3) Cattle are being moved from the affected area to State forests where 
grazing is allowed free of charge 

(4) Hay is being transported to the affected areas 

Prof N G Ranga Is rural rationing being introduced in all the rural parts 
of Mysore m order to economise consumption of foodgrains and also to effect 
their equitable distribution? 

Mr B R Sen Yes, Sir, some form of rural rationing has already been 
introduced m the Mysore State and steps are being taken to improve the form of 
rationing 

Forced Labour Problem of India 

381 ‘Prof N G, Ranga 1 Wil’ the Honourable the Labour Member be 
pleased to state 

Vi' if it is a fact that Govirnmint propose to appoint a Comm’ttee with 
i non-official chairman to study the Forced Labour problem of India, if so, its 
terms of reference, 

(d) whether the Indian States will also be included in its purview, and 

(c) whether the representations of the Kisans, Adibasis, Harlans, whose 
nerrhers are so largely subjected to beqar or Vetti or forced labour will be 
nvited to be its members? 

The Honourable Dr B. R Ambedkar 1 The matter is under consideration 
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Grievwces of Indian Evacuees from South East Asiatic Counirifs 
382. *Mr. P. B. Gole: Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Relation 
Department be pleased to appoint a committee of elected members of both th 
Houses to inquire into the grievances of Indian evacuees from South Eas 
Asiatic countries and ascertain if any discrimination was made m favour c 
Anglo-Burmans and Europeans to the detriment and suffering of the Indian 
and to fix the responsibility for such discrimination? 

Mr. R. N. Banerjee' It is not clear if the Honourable Member has m min 
grievances about discrimination during the process of evacuation or such gnei 
ances m respect of the arrangements made for the maintenance of evacuees afte 
their evacuation to India Any enquiry into the former grievances so late in th 
day would obviously be impracticable and Government do not make any discr 
mination in respect of provision for the post evacuation maintenance c 
evacuees Appointment of a committee of enquiry is not, therefore, considere 
necessary 

Mr P. B. Gole In my question I referred to the complaints of evacuees 1 
the process of evacuation and the answer is that it is too late I should like t 
know how it is too late to inquire into the grievances 

Mr. R N Banerjee. The evacuation took place in 1942 
Shri Mohan Lai Saksena When were the grievances brought to the notic 
of the Government? 

Mr R N Banerjee Certain grievances came to the notice of the Govern 

ment at the time and Government did what they could to mitigate them 
Shn Mohan Lai Saksena Did they investigate into their grievances? 

Mr R N Banerjee They did their best 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena My question is specific Did they investigate ini 
the grievances, or not? 

Mr R N Banerjee Certain general enquiries were made 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena What was the result of the enquiries? 

Mr R N Banerjee Sir, I require notice of that question 
Mr. President Next question 

ClRridoh to H E H the Nizam’s Dominhsfions 
383 *Prof N G Ranga Will the Honourable the Leader of the House bt 
pleased to state 

(a) d it is a fnt th it u nu st ntations lui\e been made to the Bntish ot 
Indian (inurnment 01 both b\ the His Exalted Highness the, Nizam’s Gov 
eminent 01 by any non official organisation for granting a coiridoi to the Nizam 
from the Vi/ itn s dominions to the Masuhpatain port, if so, when such re 
presentations weie made, 

^h) the mswers given by the Bntish or Indian Goxeri.ment md 
(c) whether the Government of India will give an assurance that no such 
grant of the British Indian territory wi'l be mado to the Nizam or to any other 
Indian state until the Constituent Assembly discusses and decides upon such 
questions? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall- (a) No 

(b) Does not anse 

(c) Any such proposal would involve the diminution of the area of a British 
Indian Province or Provinces and would, therefore, fall to be effected by Order 
in Council under section 290 of the Constitution Act under the operation of 
which the Secretary of State would be required to take steps to ascertain the 
views of the Central Government and of the Chambers of the Central Legisla¬ 
ture and the views of the Government and of the Chamber or Chambers of the 
Legislature of any Province affected by the proposal before a draft of the neces 
•ary Order was laid before Parliament 
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Frol. N. G. Banga In regard to part (c). there is a different question here, 
namely that no such procedure should be followed and no decision should be 
l,Jp*u until tilt ( 11 stituent Assembly discusses and decides up n such ques 
tions That has not been answered by my Honourable friend Even supposing 
that Constituent Assembly is not expected to come into being, he gives us the 
procedure to be followed, but now that the Constituent Assembly is going to 
tome into existence, will the Government of India hold up that procedure and 
action until that Constituent Assembly comes in? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall No, Sir I have described the con¬ 
stitutional position and the Constituent Assembly does not come into the con¬ 
stitutional position I could not clearly give such an undertaking as is asked for 
in case the Constituent Assembly never- did come into existence But obviously 
no specific action is or ever would be intended in the meantime 

Prof N. G. Banga If the answer to part (a) of the question is in negative, 
do I take it that it covers both the Governments—the Government of India as 
well as the British Government 9 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall My reply to the whole question was 

‘no’ 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad While thanking Prof Banga for drawing the 
illention of the Muisalmans of India who have all along been sleeping over this 
muttei, I ask the Honourable Member to hand ovei immediately to the Ni/am 
Government the territories misappropriated by the British Government And 
if not, why not? 

Mr President Order, order 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad I want a reply to my question—“If not, why 
not ’? Why ceded districts and Beiar are not handed over immediately to the 
Nizams, Government, and if not, why not 9 That is m^ question 
Mr President That does not arise out of the question 
Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad It does 
Mr President It does not Order, older 

Mr Manu Subedar May I ask what machinery, if any, Government have 
devised m order to take the consent of the population who will be transferred if 
these negotiations sueceeded? . 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall That does not arise I have describ¬ 
ed the procedure as laid down under the Constitution Act 

Maulana Zafar Ah Khan Was the Port of Masulipatam ever part of the 
Nizam s Dominions? 

Prof N G Banga Never 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall That question does not arise 
Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad Was the public consulted at the time the Gov- 
‘inment took possession of ller ir, ceded districts and Musulipitam 9 Why con 
suit now? 

Mr President* Order, order Next question 

Foodgrains Scarcity in certain Madras Districts 
384 *Prof N G Banga Will the Seeietary, Food Department be pleased 
to state 

(a) if it is not a fact that in Rayalaseema, Cuddapah, Kurnool, Chittoor, 
Bellary and Anantapur districts the Madras Government have been obliged to 
suspend the collection of the first Kiit owing to the failure of crops, 

(b) whether the Cuddapah Food Council has drawn the attention of Govern¬ 
ment in Tanuarv, 1946 to the extreme scarcity of foodgrains, 

(c) whether the black market price of rice has gone up to Its 76 per two 
maunds, 

(<D whether many public leaders bke Dr Pattabhi, and Mr T Prakasam 
iave expressed grave concern over this growing famine condition and extreme 
>carcity of foodgrains, 
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(e) whether the Madras Government have asked for any special assistanc 

cf the Go t of India, including special supply of foodgrams, and 

(f) what action Government propose to take or have taken to relieve th 
distress of the masses of this area? 

Mr B. R. Sen (a) The information is partially correct m respect < 
Bellary and Kurnool Districts 

(b) No representation to that effect has been received by the Madras Goven 
ment or the Commissioner of Ciyil Supplies 

(c) Government have no such information 

(d) Government have not received any such representation from either < 
the two gentlemen named 

(e) Yes, Sir 

(f) The Government of India have allotted certain extra quotas to th 
Madras Government to meet the emergency and the Madras Government their 
selves have arranged for the movement of special quotas to the affected dis 
tncts Furthei assistance is under consideration Also, the Madras Goverr 
ment are proposing to have more fair price gram shops and co-operative store 
and are intensifying arrangements for the procurement of surplus stocks 

Prof N G Ranga* In regard to part (c) of this question the Honourabl 
Member says that he has no such information Is it not his duty to mak 
enquiries about the existence of black market price, as is alleged here, beini 
Rs 7 r > per two main ids, when this matter was brought to his notice and whei 
it was so very easy for him to look at the daily papers? 

Mr President What is the Honouiable Member’s question? 

Prof N G Ranga Is it not his duty to asceitain this information nn< 
place it before this House—whether it is correct or not? 

Mr B R Sen I am prepared to make enquiries 

Prof N G Ranga In regard to part (d) of this question, I must enter nr 
tmphatic piotest against the procedure followed bv this Gncri.nir'ut Dr 
Pattabhi and Mr Prakasam, Andhra leaders, have made certain statement 
in regard to the serious nature of the famine conditions prevailing there, the 1 
w f era published in all the lmpoitnnt Dailies Is it not the dutv of the Gov 
ernment to keep themselves in touch with the Vay in which public opinion n 
expressing itself before they give an answer to a question when it is definite!: 
placed before them? 

Mr B R Sen The Government are fully m touch with public opinion oi 
the subje’t They are aware of the concern expressed by the pubhc lenders or 
this question, but tbev have not noticed any particular statements by the 
loaders referred to bv the Honourable Member 

Sjt N V Gadgll Has the Honourable Member noticed the appeal by the 
Viceroy for public co-operation in the matter of food? 

Mr President • Order order 

Prof N G Ranga Sn, the Honourable Member gave the answer that thej 
did not receive any representation from either of these two gentlemen I take 
exception to that When I drew their attention to this statement 

Mr President* The Honourable Member’s point seems to be that the Gov 
ernment is bound to be m touch with all that appears in the papers The 
Honourable Member’s reply is that they are trving to keep themselves m touch 
with the publio opinion, but sometimes they miss some statements Is that 
right ’ 

Mr B. R. Sen: Yes, Sir 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: If he wants let him consult the records here It is 
drafted by somebody 

Mr President: Order, order What is the question of the Honourable 



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWrRS 1177 

Prof N Q- Banga: My question is whether many public leaders like Dr 
-P&ttabhi and Mr Prakasam have expressed grave coiuem over this growing 
fnm mu lition and extreme sen it\ of toodgrams Tin answer, as 1 
understood it,—I mary have heaid him wrong—was tEat thev have not received 
any i pi sentations from these gentlemen That is a verv unpi rtiment answer 
according to me 

Mr President* What is the ieply of the Honourable Membei? 

Mr B B Sen* As I have aheady said, Government are in touch with 
public opinion on the subject Concern h is been expressed bv public leaders 
all ovei the country, but, unfortunately, we have received no information 
about, statements supposed to have been made by these two public leaders 

Prof N 0 - Banga* That is a little improvement upon your written answer 
Visits abrovd oi Sir Tin odori Grigory 

385 *Mr Manu Subedai (ol Will the Honourable tlic ( oinniiict Member 
plea-,' state how many visits ,ihi'<id Su I hr«dot i fir "orv has pail since the 
outbreak of the war’ 

(b) What was the object of each of them 1 

(c) What were the reports submitted by him to the Gm eminent of India 0 

(d) Do Government propose to give cojues of unh n porta to the Membeis 
of the Assemblv’ 

The Honourable Dr Sir M. Azizul Huque (i) Six 

fh) A statement is placed on the table 

(C) (0 A report on the prospects of Indian ttade with United States of 
America prepared jointlv with Sir David Mick 

fn) A report on the United X itions’ Monetary and Financial Conference at 
Bietten Woods, prepared jointly with otliei membtis of the Indian Delega¬ 
tion 

(d) Copies of the two reports mentioned above aie available in the Library 


\s made by the Economic Adi u 


it of India to foreign 


8 No 

of 

Country visited 

Oh'cct of the v is't 

1 

1940 

USA 

To conduct (jointly with Sir D ivid Meek) an mvosti 
gation into the prospects of finding alternative 
markets in North and South America for Indian 
products t ureliased liy Cont nental F uropenn 
< ountnes before the war 

2 

1941 

Singapore 

To attend an informal eonf, renoo to discuss co 
ordination of economic pol oy in tho Far East 

3 

1942 

United Kingdom 

To attened d Reuse one held >n Lor don between ex 
perts of Fmpire countries to discuss the implication 
of Art VII of tho Mutual Aid Agreement betweon 
UK A US A 

4 

1913 

Ca,ro 

To attend as Observer the Anti inflation Conference 
of tho Representatives of the Middle East countries 

15 

1944 

U S A —U K 

To attend the Un’ted Nat ons Monetary and 
Financial Conference at Bretton Woods 

e 

194S 

UK 

To investigate working of Census of Production and 
Registrar General’s Office in connection with the 
work of the Inter departmental Committee on 
Statistics 



k,jo LbuiSLAiiyn ■ 1 - * ° tyjfj 

mf r voj,,, gnhed&i' In view of the fact that the public in this country 

*J£ S mLom b tank the Honombl'^^hetZo^I, 
h heihct Sir Theodore Giegory dining liny of 111 s fr/pS took tip the question of 
the sterling balances or had any sfinic w dt.if ting the two obnoxious Clauses of 
■the Anglo American Loan Agreement pernicious to the interests of India 9 


The Honourable Dr. Sir M Azizul Huque First of all, I deny that there 
is any secret official Mission and secondly, I might mention that somefc’mes 
it is veiy difficult for Government biciusp mv Honourable friend-, on the other 
side will not agree to go into sorm of these Missions, and we have perforce 
sometimes to send officials As regards the latter put of the question so far 
as I am aware, there is nothing by whcli T cm justify or even hold that that; 
impression is even correct 


Mr Manu Subedar Did he during his penod of tout and delegation m am 
one of these six visits handle with His Mijesfcv s Governments representatives 
the question of the sterling balincts ot India, and more specifically the 
obnoxious clauses of the Anglo \uniicin Loan editing to the sterling b dunces? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque.. I am quite certain that it tould 
not have been because the tunc of his 1 ist visit was earlv m 1045 and these 
questions were taken up at the much Intel stige, and I Rave no information 
whatever lo warrant the nnpies-uon that he had anything to do with some of 
these clauses reft i red to bv m\ Honourable friend 

Mr Manu Subedar His lie made am othn reports besides those mentioned 
Ijv the Honourable Member? 


The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque So tar as the Government cf 
India is concerned, if iro fnend tefers to lepoits m India about India, 
certainly he is from d iv to dav engaged m different reports to diffeient Depart¬ 
ments 


Mr T Chapman-MOrtimer With icfeien-e to p.ait fd), weie any of these 
reports placed before any non official advisory committee repiesenting non 
Members of this House before they weie phued m the Library of the House9 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque As far as T know they were 
circu'ate 1 anl bioadcast thioughout India it 1< <s( tlu BilUoii Wood-. Moiic- 
tan Conference icport 

Mr T Chapman-Mortimer Mv point w, at the when thov were con 

fidentiil and before rhc\ lnd bun linally ideascd to the public, were they 
presented to am of these non oflfn lal bodies" 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque I am not iware of that but I 
will note this 


Wab Risk Insurance Fund 

386 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honouiabh the Conmieiee Member 
please state the total figuie now standing at the cicdit ol the W u Risks Insur 
ance 1’ und in lespeet both of msur n«e ot tictmim and ot goods’ 

(b) Is the amount kept sepaiatc, or, is it mcigid with the general balances 
of the Government of India? 

(c) Do Government propost to return tin® money to the msureis dntctly m 
proportion to the amount paid by them 9 

(d) Huve Government consideied the purpose for which they would put these 
funds bo as to benefit those, from whose pockets these funds have been derived? 

(e) Have Government considered whether these accumulated funds could not 
form the nucleus for i leinsunnce organization m Tndia midei the auspices of 
Government so as to prevent Indian Insurance Companies having to seek treaties 
and re insurance abroad through individual negotiations? 

(f) Has any suggestion been made to Government for the use of a portion of 
these funds to provide cover for not and civil commotion insurance at a very low 
rate 9 
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The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque (a) The latest figures show the 
total balance in these two War Risks Insurance Funds is Rs 32,47,53,074-12-7 

(b) These balances are merged m the Central Government’s balances A 
pro-forma account however is maintained showing the amounts ot these two 

tunds 

(c) , (d) and (e) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to Section 
7(3) of the War Risks (Factories) Insurance Ordinance and Section 9(3) of the 
War Risks (Goods) Insurance Ordinance which prescribe thut if at anv time 
the amount standing to the credit of these funds exceeds the sum which m the 
opinion of the Cential Government is likely to 1 >p required for the making of 
payments out of this fund the excess shall be paid into General Revenues 

(f; No 

Mr Manu Subedar Mav I know why this very large sum, which was 
taken for certain purposes, and on ccitam excuses if I may sav so, is not being 
used for the benefit of those from whom it was token m the form of a nucleus 
for a re nisui nice (ompiiiv in 1h s country? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque It is always easy to be wise 
after the event But it supposing any contingency did ari^c, the entire fund 
wculd have been lequired and even moie So fni ns expenditure on the specific 
purpose is concerned, I hive ilieadj drawn the atti ntion of the Honourable 
Member to the ilnisex of the two Ordinances by which the bilince will form 
part, of the general revenues, not onlv for the benefit of the particular task 
but for the country as a who]? 

Mr Manu Subedar Ts niv Honomable friend aware that a foreign com 
panv, coming fioni Ni w Zi iland, n. living to est iblish a re nisuiance business 
in this country ind it is harmful to Jndi i, aid will he consider the suggestion 
that this fund should 1>. made the nucleus of a le msunnee comp my in Tndia 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque The point is that I am not aware 
of it If my friend gives mi the information on this specific point, I will m iki 
an enquirv As regirds pait (b) T mi precluded fiom doing that as part of 
the expenditure from this fund, on account of the Ordinance, is to foim part of 
the general revenues 

Mr Manu Subedar Thfe sections refened to by my Honourable friend are 
the Ordinance sections They were never passed by this House If Govern¬ 
ment brought a proposal to this House foi the acceptance of nr portion of this 
very large sum of Rs 32 crorcs, 1 am surp the House would consider it Will 
Government put up such a pioposal? That is the point 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque 1 I will certamlv considei it But 
the Oidinance has been functioning for many years and I have not received 
any complaint from the House 

Seth Govmd Das Will the Honourable Member see that no foreign com¬ 
pany tor re lusnrmce is established in this country? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque* I have already answered mv 
friend In the meantime that does not arise 

Shipping in Indian Waters 

387. *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable the Commeice Member 
please state whether any stipulations, proposals or settlements have been negoti¬ 
ated with the United Kingdom in regaid to shipping m Indian waters? If so, 
what are they, and will the papers be circulated? 

(b) What was done in this matter during the long period of deputation of 
Mr Pillai to the United Kingdom? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque: (a) No, but negotiations with 
, United Kingdom interests are m contemplation 
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(b) The Commerce Seaetary had some informal and tentative discussions 
with the appropriate authorities during his visit to London last winter The 
Government of India are mauitaining cJose torn h with His Majesty s Govern¬ 
ment in the matter, and hope to arrange for more foimal discussions later m 
the yeai 

Mr Manu Subedar Is the Honourable the Commerce Member in a posi¬ 
tion to give an assuiance to this Hou>-e that dui mg these technical negotiations 
no commitments on the p irt of India have been made which some of us might 
consider prejudicial to Indian interests? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque When the record of this Gov¬ 
ernment will be written at a time when my friend will come into power, he 
will find that no such thing has ever been done 

Import Control 

388 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable the Commeice Member 
please state what modifications have already been made in the import control? 

(b) On what basis is the import control now worked, and what is the basis 
of pnonty now given as between various firms who wibh to impoit’ 

(c) Are there any cases when the import licences ue given, that the exchange 
is not given? 

(d) Are there any eases when the exchange is given thit the shipping is not 
available? 

(e) What special steps, if any, aie Government generally t iking (<> see that 
the requirements for machinery, equipment spare parts and essential chemicals 
on the part of industrialists in India are met? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque (a) The most important modifi¬ 
cation made in administering Tmpoit Control relvtes to the liberalisation of 
imports from countries m the spelling aiea T may invite the attention of the 
Honourable Member to the Open General Licence No Vtt, pub ished in 
Gazette of India Frti(.ordinary of the 22nd January and the 4th February 
1946, which permits imports without testriction of a number of articles of con- 
sumei and producer types fioin the Glided Kingdom and other British Empire 
countries in the sterling area We have dso announced from time to time 
that licenses will be issued liberally for unpoits from the sterling area except 
in the case of those goods which are included in the co ordinated international 
allocation progiamines, such as foodstuffs, <.eitmn textiles, fertilisers, etc 
Step have also been taken to simplifv the licensing procedure as far as 
possible 

(b) The main basis foi licensing impoits of goods is the same as before, 
namely conservation of non sterling currency and conservation of shipping 
space, though the latter consideration is losing its importance Further, 
during the difficult period of transition from war time to peace time economy 
impert control serves the following objects 

(i) safeguarding legitim ite interests of Indian industries, 

(n) facilitating disposal of war-time smpluse«, and 

(in') regulating purchase of capital goods vo as to ensure the industrial 
development of the country on sound lines 

There are no general criteua for priority between various importing firms 
except that in ord< r that trade contacts mav be maintained preference is given 
to regular established importers m the matter of grant of licences 

(o) No Exelnnge facilities are invariably given in cases where licences for 
imports fiom a non sterling irea are issued 

(d) There were cases in the past, but none so far as the Government are 
aware at present 



starred questions and answers 1181 

(e) A special organisation known as the India Supply Commission is func¬ 
tioning in the United Kingdom under the High Commissioner for India, 
Loudon, mainly for giving assistance to industrialists in the procurement of 
then lequirements of machinery, equipment, etc , from that country Simi¬ 
larly, the Indian Supply Mission m Washington renders such assistance as is 
possible in regaid to imports into India from North America 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Is it a fact that the importers who cannot 
establish thnr claim for a particulai year are not given permission as against 
those who did import m those years but have no records of any previous- 
years ? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque* That is inevitable in a system 
in which import licenses can only be given up to a certain fixed limited quan 
tity and if we harve to issue licenses for a fixed limited quantity we have to 
go by a basic year If we allow everybody to come in, it will practically 
nullify the very effect of import control If my friend refers to the basic year 
m his calculation, it is certainly the case but we have been trying to see that 
that does not create unnecessary hardship to the general interests of the 
public 

Mr Manu Subedar Is the Honourable Member aware that there is discon¬ 
tent among the business people seeking these licenses not only for the strict 
adherence to the pre-war quota which my friend mentioned, but because the 
duection of tinde has completely changed There were enemy cciuntiies, 
there were other countries with which there was large tiade Now there are 
other countiies with which there is large trade Will itiv Honourable friend 
assure this House that he will fuithcr simplify the system and in paiticular 
1 amove this complaint of discilmiriation? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque As I have said, 1 am looking 
into that question of discrimination, which my friend referred to sometime last 
week As regaids the other question, we have been trying our best to 
simplify the procedure and alrnoot every week we ate considering the different 
aspects of the new pattern which is coming into the world or is likely to come 
into the world 

Dr Sir Zia Uddtn Ahmad Is the Honourable Member a.vare of the fact 
tliac there is great excitement and agitation in the United Provinces over the 
giving of licenses to textile mills and refusing the same to a spinning factory, 
so much so that a resolution was unanimously passed by the United Provinces 
Committee on Food and Cloth Control about this discnmmation? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque With reference to certain arti¬ 
cles involving merely pro forma issue of licenses we have to l'Sue them on the 
recommendation of the Department concerned If my ft lend refers parti 
cularlv to textile maclnneiv, we have to issue licenses in accordance with the 
adviu oi tin ic < onimt nd ltions which are made bv nlher the PI inning or thu 
Industries Department 

Dr Sir Zia TJddln Ahmad Mv Honourable fuend has avoided the issue 
The sterling balances of which we have beard so much lately are now defi¬ 
nitely bung utilised for the benefit of the billionaire and not for the benefit 
of the people 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M Azizul Huque* We are issuing licenses for both 
sterling and non tterlmg areas and I have not to my knowledge any mfoima- 
tion that this has been utilised for the purpose of helping the sterling areas or 
millionanes 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: Why did you give licenses to the textile industry 
and refuse the same to the spinning mills? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque: Because, as I have explained, 
this Department has to issue licenses for food, for agricultural implements, for 
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textile machinery, and various other categories of articles for which this Depart 
meat has to issue licenses on the decision of the Departments concerned If 
my Honourable friend wants anv particular information on any particular 
point, 1 am quite prepaied to supply it by getting it from the Department con¬ 
cerned 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad The Department which actually refused the 
license is vour Department \ou ought to know something about your 
Department 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque* I know much more about my 
Depanmerit thin the Honourable Member thinks he knows about his "Dmver- 
sitv 

Mr M&nu Subedar Will the Honourable Membei consider the case of 
those fuins which had large dealings with countries from which no imports can 
now he received or which aie new firms that have arisen in the last six years, 
for some share of the import quota? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque We have considered these and 
wl hm speu ills consideted the case of those firms, Burma evacuee films and 
other firms, which have been derhng with the Far East As regards th<? in¬ 
fusion of new blood, wc ure trying oui best to see that bona fide cases are 
fa v ourably considered 

Seth Govind Das Is the Honourable Member aw'are that there is great cor¬ 
ruption in those Departments on whose recommendations these licenses are 
issued > 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque I think I have explained the 
ct’iei d.iv that rn\ friend is nioie uware of corruption and blackmaikets than 
myself 

Mr T Chapman-Mortlmer The Honourable the Commerce Member 
mentioned “new blood” Would he bear m mind very carefully the possibility 
that the new blood” may have been taken out of an old body so as to defraud 
the public revenues? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque. It is very difficult for me to 

d'sniijiush <>i malyse the blood of anyone 

Muslims as Minority Community in Indi> 

1389 *Mr Ahmed E. H. Jafler: (a) Will the Honourable the 

Leader of th» House be pleased to state whether Government are m full agree¬ 
ment with the recent declaration in Parliament by the Secretary of State for 
Indi i wheieui i reference has again been made to the Mussalmans of India as 
a “Minority’ Community’ 

(b) Will Government considei suggesting to the Secretary of State that the 
Mussalmins of India are not i minority’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall' (a) I have been unable to trace 
<he statement of the Secretary of State to which the Honourable Membei 
Tefeis 

(b) Does not arise 

Fall in Prices of Wheat and Rioe in Madras 

1390 *Prof N G. Ranga Will the Secretary, Food Department be pleased 

to state 

(a) the ceding and actual prices prevailing m different places for a maund 
of rice and wheat during 1945, 

(b) the actual prices prevailing in January, 1946, for both nee and wheat, 

(c) how Government account for the sudden fall in the prices of rice in the 
Madras Presidency in January, 1946, and 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent 

tAnswer to this question laid on the table the questioner having exhausted his quota 
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(d) whether Government propose to assure peasants that they need not be 
afraid of any drastic fall m the prices of wheat and rice, in order to prevent 
merchants from unduly depressing the price levels, taking advantage of the 
Burma nee imports? 

Mr B. E. Sen. (a) and (b) Four statements are laid on the table of the 
House 

(c) There was no sudden fall m nee pnees in the Madras Presidency in Jan¬ 
uary, 1940 

(d) The Central Government have already notified their willingness to pur¬ 
chase all wheat of fair average quality offered for sale in the mam assembling 
markets of the Punjab, U P and Sind at a price of Rs 7-8-0 per maund 
should pnees fall 

Although no guaranteed minimum price for nee has been announced, the¬ 
nce cultivator is fully assured of a market m the country and is al«o protected 
by the general guarantee given by the Government of India in connection with 
the ‘‘Grow More Food Campaign” that they will enter and support the 
market should foodgram prices fall unduly 
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Statement Bl\t) showing wholesale market price for Coarse Rice in the Provinces t« India in 
January 1945 


Province 

Centres* 

Week trdirg 
1 1 46 

1 

1- 

Week erdli g 
8 1 46 

Week ending 
15 1 46 

I i 

Week ending Week ending 
22 1 46 1 1-46 

1 ’ 1 

N W Region— 


1 




1 

Punjab 

QUa Sheikha 

12 4 0 

118 0 

12 0 0 

11 12 0 

| 12 4 0 

N W F P 

A&laksnd 

13 8 0 

13 8 0 

13 8 0 

13 8 0 

13 8 0 

Sind 

Larkana 

8 12 0 
(kangnl) 

8 12 0 
(kargnl) 

8 12 0 
(kangni) 

8 12 0 
(kurgni) 

| 8 12 0 

1 (kangnl) 



(Josbl) 

(on 2-1 48) 

Vcshl) 

Voshl) 

(Joshl) 

(Jcsht) 

0 P Region— 







U P 

lEtawah 

16 0 0 

16 0 0 

16 0 0 

15 0 0 

|'15 0 0 


Bebralch 


I 12 12 0 

12 13 0 

IIS 6 0 

j IS 0 0 


Saheranpur 

13 4 0 

IS 4 0 

13 4 0 

IS 4 0 

13 4 0 

B Region— 






1 

Bengal 

Hill 

8 8 0<M) 
(on 2 1 46) 

8 8 0(M) 

8 8 Odf) 
(On 16 1 46) 

8 8 0(14 

10 0 (KM 


Contal 

0 12 0 

0 4 0 

0 4 0 
on 16 1 40 

0 8 0 

0 8 0 


(on 6 1 46) 

(on 12 1°48) 





Allpurduar 

10 4 0 

10 0 0 

0.80 

10 0 0 

10 0 0 



(on 2 1 46) 


(on'ie " 46) 



Bihar 

Nokha 

10 0 0(M> 

10 8 0(M) 

10 8 0(M> 

10 8 0(M) 

10 8 0(M» 


Elshangan] 

11 0 0 
(on 2 1 48) 

11 4 0 

10 8 0 

10 U 0 1 

1 1 

10 4 o 


Jalragar 

11 8 0 
(on 2 1 46) 

11 12 0 

! 11 12 0 

11 12 0 j 

11 12 0 

Orissa 

Cuttack* 

0 0 0 
(ex god own) 

0 0 0 

9 0 0 

0 0 0 | 

9 0 0 


Balaspore 


no Uivalable 

(ex godown) 

(er godown) 


So mbalpur 


not available 



Assam 

Oaubatl 

U 8 0 

11 8 0 

11 8 0 

118 0 

11 8 • 


Tespur 

11 2 0 

11 2 0 

11 2 0 

11 2 0 

11 2 8 


Dlbmgarh 

11 10 0 

11 10 0 

11 10 0 

11 10 0 

11 10 8 


Sllcbar 

>80 

0 8 0 

5 12 0 

6 8 0 

6 8 0 


Sylhe* 

12 8 0 

12 8 0 

8 10 0 

0 4 0 

9 4 0 

Madras- 







Madras . 

Oocanada 

7 16 4 

7 16 4 

7 15 4 

7 15 4 

7 16 4 


Kumbakonam 

8 6 6 

8 6 5 

8 6 6 

8 5 6 

8 6 6 

Bombay— 

Bexwada 

NA 

N A. 

8 11 
<12 1-40) 


8 11 
(26-1 46) 

C. P * Berar 

Raipur 

8 8 9 

8 IS 0 

8 IS 0 

8 IS 0 


Bombay t . 

Thana 

0 16 2 

0 16 2 

0 16 2 

0 16 2 

0 15 2 


Dharwar 

10 11 8 

10 11 8 

10 11 8 

10 11 8 

10 a 8 


* Producers price has been rovlsed uiuary, io^ 

t Purchase prices dr by DIstrlot Magistrate have b 
monopoly purchase syste 

(M)-Medium N.A - No* art 


Rs 7 2 0 except Sambalpur 
i adopted as there Is no free 


rate due tc 


a a 
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India’s Quota or Reparations from Germany 

f391. "Mr. S. 0. Keogy: (a) Has the attention of the Honourable the 

Commerce Member been drawn to a lepoit from Paris published in the London 
Timm, dated the 22nd December, 1945, on the basis of distribution of German 
reparation assess, giving a list of quotas allotted to different countries, in 
which the quota for India (being 2 per cent of category A’ and 2 9 per cent 
of category ‘B') is indicated as subject to confirmation”? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member please explain what is meant by this 

condition subject to continuation’ , which does not apply to any other country 
mentioned in the list except Egypt 9 When is this confirmation going to be 
made, bv whom, and under what procedure 1 1 

(c) Has the Honourable Member any idea as regards the industrial equip¬ 
ment and otliei capital equipment, togethei with merchant vesse’s, which may 
be available to India under category ‘B of leparntio is ’ Who will actually 
determine the selection of such equipment for India ind when will details 
thereof he available m this couutiy? 

Winn arc the ibovc equipments undei categoiy II of the scheme likely 
Oo be avai'abJc to India, and havt Government decided upon any scheme for 
the disposil of the iforesaid equipments when lcceivid, or ean the Honourable 
Member gcneiallv indicate the lines on which i sduuu. for sui li disposal may 
proceed 1 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque (a) le- 

(b) <io\ eminent hive no mfoim ition v- to win the Pans Correspondent of 
the Turn v usi d tin > \pn s'lnii 'subject to oouhumtion ’ only m respect of 
Ind i ind Egypt Tin Conference mule leeommendations to respective Gov¬ 
ernments which wen subject to subsequent confirmation by all of them Gov- 
nnment of India s iincum ici in ( ’> t > d dt V. ’ m it Imk mu > on c m- 
municttcd and the Agreement will now he signed on behalf of India by their 
Delegate 

(e) T lay on the fable of the House 3 list-, of capital equipment which harve 
been ucuved bv the Government of Ind.a as available for advance deliveries 
of reparatim s hmlhi r lists are expected to be received when the Control 
( ounnl in Berlin has decided what further equipment should be made available 
Tbr allocation of equipment to India, as to other countries entitled to a share, 
will be made by the Reputations Agency which lias been set up in Brussels 
indi i is i< presented on this Agencv and has the same rights ars all other 
countries Iri the case of a dispute between two claimant countries, the matter 
is initially decided bv the Agencv, but if the decision of the Agency is not 
acceptable to any claimant, it is subsequently decided by arbitration There 
does not appear any chmce of ships being available to India as the allocation 
of merchant shipping is to be in proportion to shipping losses 

(d) No information is vet availab’e as to when category ‘B’ items are likely 
to be available to India though, as stated above 3 advance lists have been 
received and Indian demands for items in those lists have heen made The 
question ae to how equipment, when received, should be disposed of, is under 
consideration 


APPENDIX II 
(1) 

List of plants available fro m Germany as first instalment of advance deliveries 

1 The synthetic dye plant ‘I G Farben Industries", in the city of Ludwigshaven 
available only) 

2 Soda ash plant “Mathes and Weber” at Duisburg 

3 Ball bearing plant “Kugel Fischer Werkie” (F K ) at Schwemfurt 

4 Lathe manufacturing plant Waldnch in JHC City of Siegeu 

5 Lathe manufacturing plant “Schise Defns" at Duiaeldorf 

6 Lathe manufacturing plant "Wagner” at Dortmund 

7 Shipbuilding plant "Biohm and Vos.” at Hamburg (excepting graving dock and 
Cranage used in connection with this dock) 


tAnrt« to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent 
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8 Shipbuilding plant “Bremen De«hmag VUssei’ at Bremen (after approximately sixty 

9 Metallurgy pi mt Hutten Weike F~e.ii Boihcch Fiu-chuh Kiupp O’ ’ at Borbe, k 

10 Metallurgy plint Bind ]%i ii* il/vvuk it DimliKen ,, 

“Biimvlic ihunotli Pinisutike 

11 luicpioofiiig plant, oi Blunt in tin < il\ of Bt mini I 'ii Bliine 

12 Phut lot minuf ii Um of i t okint, clii’N 11 unveil Bill ’ at Du sclilml 

13 Oil lefini ly equipment plint Kail Can/ler it Puicn, Gross Appante BUT, bVen 

14 Underground powei plint ot Gioss Dijttvvcik Mannheim \G it Mannheim 

15 Kloikner Humboldt Diet/ Ulniusil Diesel eng ne plant 

I here lei mothei plant belonging to the same company, on which investigations arc still pro 
ceeding 

16 Frit? Muller Esslingen Machine Tool Plant Piodutes diop hammers livdriuhc 

--and dye casting machines 

17 Bohne Kohle, Esshngen, Machine tool plant Piodutes hourontal boring machines, 
shapers and core moulding machines 

18 Hahn Kolb, btutlgart 80 pel cent ikstioved 

19 Hensolt, Heiboin, Hessen \ tssau Optical and inechiucil instillment plant 

20 (Jcndoif, 60 miles cist ol Muim u 1 in itc jiowei plant C.9 000 kw lapautv 

21 H istedt, Bieinen Steam deitiu puwu plant 92 300 kw capacity Some damage 

22 Toging Ml Midildmt 11 diocliitin power plint 42,OCO kw dne<t cuuent genp 

tating i ipaeity 


23 Am raft engine plant of WMW ipt BMW (’) (Plant No 2' (Raverisihemlde Meteor 
werk at Munich), subject to tempoiau withholding in XMB1 ( ?l for « e \enth Army use 

24 Kukuibelwellencveike Olinde NR H unbuig Plant foi the m inulactuie of crank 
shafts toi am lift t ink iiicl X I oat engines conipiising forge, he it tieitment and mitlnne 
shop 

25 Metal vveihe, Neuengaimne, NB Hamburg Plant for small arms faetoiy Appioxi 
mately 500 modem machine tools 


26 II mseatische Kettenwtrfe Hamburg Plant for the manufuture of caitiulge cases 

( Approv 30 mm 1 and sin ill foes Maihineiy compiises dining piesscs, innealing- 

heading inichines for the proilm tion of steel cailndge rises ind a numbei of uitomatio 
lathis for machining small liw components 

27 b chru k Hes-s bn lien ill 1 uistenhagen K\plosi\t s Plant Machine cquinment icperted 
in good condition 

28 I lu mot icmIc plint llmimlii Motcmwcikc (BMW plint No 1 al dimieli,, the 
‘Krupp’ plant in the c its of Tssen (Subject to ceitun locomotive < cpacit still lequired 

fm tht uia nten ii lc of i ssenti il tiinspoit) mil the under uiound ancratt and truck engine 
parts plants it Ncckarel/, near Heidelberg, which aie also available hive lit < n ofl ml to 
the Sen i t I mon liv the Contiol ( nuncil tin linmedi ite dclixeiv 1 lie offei ol 3 fictions 
ha been lieeptLil In 1 h t Sovnt l mon in pimtiple 

1 Kabul 1 iscbei Gem„i S c haefci and fompanv located it Sihweinfuit A/Muii and 
dispeisils at (’annstadt ind Kilmer Principil puuliits Bill and lolki be mugs and 
parts theieof Otlier infoiniition Appmximatc ly 2 500 machines repiescnting ibout 
70 pci c,nt of total ,m ic idy toi inodintion Most aie special types peculiar to the 
industr Reseatch lalanrtoiv ind testing looms m put ot the equipment 

2 Desclnmag Wilke At! We‘ei Piemen bulled it Biemon with shipvaid it Wiser 
Principal pioducls Geneial shipbuilding and lepming destiovers and snbmauncs Other 
information Suitable fer const met on of nioiehant ship Cargo cessels up to 10 000 
tons tnnkeis up to 16 000 tons fieighteis mil tianspoits up to 26 000 tons Nine stern 
launching wns 1 1 000 (’) feet long one side launching way 150 ton Ooiting ciane and a 
floating doclc Damage mostlv confined to buildings and seivieo facilities Slips, cranes and 
michine shop equipment lelatively undamaged 

3 Bayerische Motoren weike (BMW) A G plant No 1 located at Munich, Oberwise- 
-infeld Pnnupil pioducts Motonvcles ind aircraft engines in 1938 In 1943 to 1945 
aircraft engines only Other infoimation 40 per cent of buildings and 15 ner cent of 
machinery damaged Total of 923 machines and equipment in the Munich Plant with an 
additional 1 800 to 2,000 located at dispersal plants 

4 Gross Kraftwcrk Mannheim AG (Mannheim underground steam electric generating plant 

located at Mannheim) Puncipal products Geneiation of electric power Otliei infoima 
tion Equipment and buildings are in good condition and plint can be opcuted One Steam- 
tuibc generatoi of 30,000 kw with a single boiler of 240,000 lbs of steam per hour capacity 
the furnace is fired with pulveuzed hard coal received at plant from river barge. Plant 
built in 1940 in an underground cell 100 feet in diameter and 75 feet deep * 

Munich n0 Pr? a ’ G i MB a H . < G ®g d °J f *team electric power plant) located 60 miles east of 
Munich Principal products Production of electric power for a chlorine plant Other 





1192 LEGISLATIVE VSSEMBLV [20TH FEB 1940 

information All equipment in operating condition Total installed generating capacity of 
69,000 kw made up of one turbine of 23,000 kw, non condensing topping unit, 1,700 P 9 I 
pieFiure, 912° Fahrenheit temperature, and two turbines of 23,000 Kw capacity 314 P 8 1 
pressure, 912° Fahrenheit temperature, operating condensing Three Benson boilers with 
a peak rating of 300,000 lbs of steam per hour at 170 P S I pressure 930° Fahrenheit 
Boiler feed pumps of chromium cast steel high pressure type, 13 stages Built in the side 
of hills to prevent bombing 

6 Bremen Corporation, Haetedt Steam Plant located at Bremen Principal products, 
Generation of electric powei Other information Plant heavily bombed but 2 turbo 
generators and 4 boilers in operating condition with minor repairs necessary Turbo (pane 
ratorr are of 20,000 kw and 15,000 kw capacity, which operate at 515 P 8 I steam pressure, 
797° Fahrenheit temperature, and pioduce 3 phase 50 cycle power at 7,000 volts Boilers 
are stoker fired using hard coal bat may be converted to oil firing There are two standby 
Diesel engines Plant located m Suburb of Bremen and controlled from central operating 
point 

7 Innwerk Bayerische Aluminium A G (Toeging Hydro Electric plant) located at, 
Muhldorf 50 miles east of Munich Principal products Generation of electric power 
Other information Plant built in 1924 to produce power for the aluminum plant No 
damage to plant during the War and all equipment in opeiating condition Eight horizontal 
shatt watei wheel generators of 6,000 kw each, one 50 mm 385 volts D C , operating under 
a head of 115 feet Water delivered from canal to turbines thiough one penstock 13 feet 
in cmmetei and one 65 feet long for each Tuibines aie not available 

8 KJockner Humboldt Diet/ located at Oberasel, neai Fiankfurt A/M Principal pro 
ducts 2 and 6 cvlindei diesel engines and paits Other information Buildings undamaged 
slight damage to machinery There ar P about 350 general puipose machines testing depart 
ment and chemical laboratory 


9 bntr MulIn, Pie-sen labnk located at Oberasslingen Principal products Drawing 
presses forging presses oil mills machines machine dve casting michiues, presses For plastics 
ami press wood hydruiho pumps eti Othei infoimiticm Plant lias no war damage and 
is i e idv lei opt i it ion 170 machine tool-, 83 lathes c r " ■ ■ — 

gimding dll) 16 dulling machines 


10 Uohnoi mil Xohle m icliuus 1 ilnik( ') lot ited it F—lingen/Nec kai Pnniip.il pioducts 
Lapping machines milling muhines hne precision boieis plums ndiug stub points weld 
mg machines Other mfoimation No wai damage ind iiadv for immediate opei ition 
Total of 69 machine tools, including 21 lithes 12 grinding maolunis and 11 drilling machines 

11 Hcvni'lil weike fur Optik md Mecliimk loi iteil it Hetboin/Dillkieis Hasspn Nassau 
Piimipal products Optical items puneipallv for wai used binomials gun (Vltscopes for 
tanks gun telescopes simple and submarine telescopes ami regular gun telescopes Other 
infnimition No bomb damage equipment estimated to lie 10 per tent damaged Mann 
fai*n mg spaie ill one flcoi including tool and dvt depntpienl lens gnndiag ilcpaitment 
nsserrlilv and inspection deputnienl Metal cleaning and olitiiig depaitnnnt sepuate 
Total of 240 machine tools all tapes 

12 Poldfi-h ui dergronnd fictoiv (diameipen/) located re gvpsum mine at Obughetm, 

Mo-hach B iden (Across nvii fiom Ntckaiel/) Pnmipsl pioduct Aviation engines 
Oth,r mfoimation All equipment reads to opeiate but deteuoiatang somewhat from rust 
Approvim ctelv 2 000 machines 

’3 TlaveiiMh Motmenwcike (BMW) \ (! Plant No 2 located at Munich ( Alaoh' 

pntcioal product- Airplane engines Othei infoimation ronstmeted 1937--1939 Build 

ings 3 pel cent damaged 700 machines at Munich No 2 pi ret and '>2700 ( >) muhines at 
dispei^il pnnts 

14 Fabrick He-s Liclicneu located tuistenhcgen Kuihe-seh (near Kassel) Pi reaps! 
Pnnapal products Airplane , ngrees Other infoimation Constructed 1937—1939 Build 

Plant specially built fm production and processing militniv high explosives Three TNT 
production lines 2 piocessreg lines 2 shell firing lines phi* accessory and siihsuliaiv depart 
ments such as power plants etc Condition of buildings and equipment geneialK good 


of Fnr tones 


i iiha 


e ileln, 


. .T,' 11 ! ' r '~ u *'' r ' a1 •”i8 equipment listed below have 1>een declared available by the 

At t tor tcermanv a# advance deliveries on reparation account in accordant with provisions 
; Bc'bn Pretcxol It lias been agreed by the three Western Powers that only one 
,3' ,L° , l rr mit a ? fi ' our ’'“'■missions to the Government 

.credited »honld be on behalf of the Governments of the United Kingdom 
< lumant nations ar, invited to indicate to the ACT their 
!/ q nVT enl , on 0 t , h j llst , No,m tHy the time to be allowed 
avowed inThis "instance 86 For’“the^pu^'of^the 


1 channel 


and the United St it 
in obtaining plants 
t nations for this purpose v 


id: b h : 



starred questions and answers 

Uansm.tted through any channel appropnate for communication with the Control Councii 

1 h Sel\a\ No 0V l*6 Deutsche Schiff undmaschinenbau A O —located at Bremen Valentin 

Ge3^e P ,c°i U tion of^'^lS^-e-t.. large concrete building, approximately 
25(y x 1 200' U Boat Pens, The building is undei construction and approximately 85 per cent 
complete It is slightly damaged from bombing, but equipment is in very good condition 
Quantities and types mo homing and equipment 
20 shapers 
110 lathee 
6 milling machines 
10 grinders 

36 drills (vertical, radical and wall) 

These items are ‘‘general purpose” tools and are in good operating condition ... 

2 Serial No 17 8 C F Borgward—Torpedo Section of automobile Plant located at 

Principal products manufacturing torpedoes Plant is a single story eteel framework 
brick building The building torpedo sect is 50 per cent destroyed 80 per oent of tools 
as in good condition, the other 10 per cent is in repairable condition 
Quantities and tvpes of machines and equipments 
Lathes 67 

Pouting machines 11 
Bonng machines 25 
Grinding machines 3 
Welding machines 6 
Thiead cutting machines 5 
Planing machines 3 
Kmerv blocks 5 
Polishing machines 5 
Mis< ellaneous 19 
Total 149 

3 Seriul No 18 Norddeutsche Huette 4ktiengesellschaft—located at Bremen—Ofle 
bhausen 

Puncipil products Coke and bv piodncts, cement pig iron Thomas Btcel ingots, ferro- 
vanadium The plant is suitable foi tlu piodmtion of the follow me material per month 16,000 
tons pig iron 20,000 *ons coke, 810 tons tai 270 tons ammonium sulphate, 215 tons benzol, 
■9,200,000 M Gas, 18,000 tons cement, 2 500 tons nickel iron, 17 tons fetto vanadium There 
is light bomb dimagt, but buildings and equipment aie ill fan physical condition 
Quinlities and types of machines 
Orn 330 ton blast furnace 
Two 107 Thomas <onveitors 
Sixty Koppers coke ovens 
By product plant 
Cement plant 
Ici 10 vanadimn plant 
Boiler House 
Powei House 

Walei Pumping Equipment 

4 Renal No 19 The Hann Tesskv Index Werke located at Esslingen Neekar 
Principal Product Single spindle automatic screw machines Plant and equipment 

in vei \ good condition with veiv slight damage Machine tools and equipment capable 
of producing oth< r machine tools, some special equipment used foi firm’s particular line of 
automatic scieu nudum and spare parts 

riant had 3,000 employees Tn 1944 11 400 000 RM (1 560 tons) produced There are 
424 machines nailable at present 
Quantity and types of machines 
Engine lathes 86 
Turret lathes 28 
Automatic Screw machines 37 
Milling machines 72 
Upright drills 57 
Radio drilling m.arlunps 13 
Hourontal Boring Machines 13 
Tig Bonner Machines Nil 
Thiead cutting machines 10 
Geai cutteis 10 
Plane 1 

Rhapers honzontal 14 
Shapers vertical 4 

Internal grinders 14 
Gvlimhicnl orinde's 18 
Surface grinders Y 
Universal tool grinders 28 
Total 424 
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5 Senal No 1014 Noideutsche Doimeiweike No 2 

Factory—located at Luebeck _ 

This plant is appioximately ten veais old and was nianufactming aircraft parts Fre 
sent manufacturing has been demoted to the production of economy stoves, saucepans, and 
household utensils Dm mg the wai the plant <mployed 1,200 The machine tools con 
sist of air compiessois, hand saws, bending rolls, filter benches, 200 foot conveyor, 
drilling machines, folding machines slieais, grinders lathes, milling machines, sheet rolls, 
spot welders, meting machines and presses 


6 Senal No 1015 Non! Deutsche Doimeiwerkc No 4^ 

Factory—Located at Rothebeck „ 

This plant was oonstiucted in 1944 and was manufactming auoaft frame paits Pie 
sent manufacturing has been devoted to the piodmtion to metal bed frames, aluminium 
diinn cniks and household utensils I he piocluctivc aiea was ippioximately 1,950 square 
meters and employed 85 workers The machine tool** comist of dulls, lathes, shape!s, 
grinders, welders, umveisal millers and salt and annealing vats 

7 s ml No 1016 Anils Factory Rinker—located at Minden This plant was 

built duung World Wbi I with the exception of several modem additions The plant com 
prises approximately 100,000 sq ft of flooi space This plant was engaged in the manu 
facture of 7 9 and 7 62 cm shell cases tank component paits, and a variety of Rmall tools 
The layout and equipment is modern The equipment is largely for the manufacture of 
pinners, using extensive presses It includes a modem automatic siren machine shop, a 
foundry for die casting and heal treating 

8 Serial No 1017 Metallweike Wolfenbuettel GMBH—located at Wolfenbuettel near 

Brunswick This plant consists of two buildings constituted in 1934 It was engaged in 
the production of 7 9 cm small aims caitudge, small aims eaitndge eases up until 1942 
when it was changed over to the pioduction of 7 62 cm aitilleiy shell eases The output 
with an emplov ed peisonnel of appioximatelv 830 wis 300 000 cases, pei month Ihe plant 
includes such machine tools is litlies nulling machines, sliapeis, phneis, presses, saws 
gundeis drills tlnce irnealing furnaces, degiemng and pickling plant tlnead mills, 

coppei plating hath and conveyoi system The equipment is modern 

9 Scual No 1040 Stuhlicilufahnk Von Rudolk Q ie\cit'—located it Ilirnbnig Berge 

dorf The equipment in this plant is declared available in part only I ho machine tools 
available include 8 special lathes for making shells 4 livdiaulic presses, 2 thiead drilling 
machines and 5 othei machines 


10 Semi No 1041 Noideustclie Doiniciwerke No 7 Factoiy—located at Sierksrade 
The equipment m this plant is declared available m pait only The machine, tools 
include 1 di uvin_ icitny pnntei 1 punting machine 1 dulling inichine, and 1 combined 
guillotine and fniimng machine 

Following six plants being destioyed because of their war potential Only general 
purpose machinery availihlc 


11 Senal No 20 Fibuk K infinite n - located ncai Kanflmren Oonstiucted in 1941, 
hut production did not stall until 1 943 foi the production of single base smokeless powder 
The plant produced approximately 280 metnc tons of sirfgle base smokeless powder per 
month The plant consisted of pioduction line a distillation plant for the loctiflcation 
of (he recovered solvent and a power pi ml The power plant has been destroyed, hut the 
electrical gcneivtmg equipment is undamaged Other general puipose items such as 
electric motois, licit an blowers, ventilating fans and a small quantity of machine tools ire 
available 


12 Serial No 21 Fahnck Auchan—located near Afuehldorf Built in 1940, especially 

for the wartime manufacture of nitrocellulose The plant consists of four lines foi nitia 
tion and puuhcation of nitrocellulose and two line9 for finishing, blending and packing of 
finished material Steam and electric power were generated in two powei plants Waste 

acid was piocessed in two plants one for denitration and one for sulphuric acid concentra 
tion Actual production was approximately 1 430 niefin tons per month of 13 per cent 
nitrocellulose (with a rated capacity of 1,760 metric tons per month) The nitrocellulose 
pioduction lines consist of liiacei itoi niliatois, wooden vats autoclaves (pressure coolers) 
Hollander machines stabilizeis, blending and centrifugals 

13 Serial No 22 Fahuk Ehenhausen—located near Neamingolstadt 

Constructed in 1938 for the production of nitrocellulose and single base smokeless 
powder Plant consists of two lines for the production of nitrocellulose and one line 
for the manufacture of single base smokeless powder Waste acid was processing 10 plants, 
one foi denitration and one for concentration of sulphuric acid 75 per cent of the 
smokeless powder plant was destroyed by bombing The nitrocellulose and power plant 
have been destroyed Actual production of nitrocellulose was approximately 440 metric tons 
per month and 11 metuc tmiR of single hase smokeless powdei, prior to bombing The 
rated capacities were 1 100 and 166 metric tons respectively The equipment in the 
nitrocellulose pioduction line consists of macerator wooden vats, autoclaves (pressure 
cookers) Hollanders stabilizers blending and centrifugals Small quantity of machine 
tools is available, but no laboratory equipment 

14 Senal No 23 Wehrmucht Ordnance plant—located at Strass This plant waa 
arranged for the filling* and storage of ammunition from rifle ammunition to 24 inch mortar 
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shells Due to damage, equipment remaining for reparation consists of 8 budrrua lolar 
boileis—234,500 K Cal/ST coal fired boiler 4 presses, one. shaper, universal type No 11 hd 
mill and lathe 

15 Serial No 24 Geictvfrieil -Wolf rat shausen—located at Wolf rat shausen 

This plant wis used toi loading ammunition Pieseut equipment available foi lepar 
a lions deict'fucd \2N steam powei plants, total capuitv 5,000 hv i Wolfiatshausen— 

2 steam plants, total capacity 7,500 kva 4 diesel standby plants, totil cipacity 3 200 kva 
No generil put pose equipment in usable condition in eithei plant 

16 Serial No 25 Wehnnacht Ordnance Plant—located at Desnig 

This plant was for the shell casings and the filling of 7 5 and 10 5 CM artilleiy shells 
and the filling of caitndges and mortal shells Piesent equipment available foi reparations 
is one I irge machine with v its toi dcgieasing ind pukling of metal plants hiving ail cm 
ployed capacity of 200 workers 

17 Senal No 2002 Weiko fscheldin—located at Tenningen 

Products Aluminium foil, veiy thin, for packing and also for condensers, also foils 
glued on papei, in colois, lacquned, embossed Geneial descuption Model t ictory 
NV7RVT in good condition coveung 25,000 sq meteis 

Normal production capacity is 2034 9,5 Number of workers in normal times is 800 

Plant end equipment 

10 annealing and smelting furnaces all electric 

7 large rolling mills 

50 (about) finishing rolling mills 

50 (about) finishing machines glueing veneeung, and embossing 

18 Seual No 2003 Masthinenfabnk Eahr A C Tractor Shops—located at Gottmadm 
gen Products haivesting equipment and tractois General descuption factoiy was 
founded in 1870 It occupies an aiea of 8 hectares \'o wai damage Equipment in good 
condition 4veiage age 7 veils Noimul quantit mil) tiactor shops is av ulahle for repaia 


Plant and equipment 

18 lathes 

5 milling machines 
13 drilling machines 

5 rectifiers 

6 presses 

23 other machines 
1 fiiinace 

19 Son il No 2004 M lschinenfahnk Ivehiudei Ki imci— locate d at fiottmarlmgen 

Pin lucts tiaitois General deMiiptioii 'mill facton foi mechanical equipment founded 
in 1918 and the piopeity of the Ki am r Biolheis memheis of the Nan parmfuk it has- 
modern simps buildings without „i<at value There l cm ,11 w ir damage 

Plant and equipment 

6 rectifiers • 

Milling muhinps 

5 drilling machines 
3 hydraulic piesses 

6 other machines 


20 Serial No 2005 Mauser Company located at Obeindogf (Wmtenbeig) 

Products port ible aims, rifles and pistols vtni/f Genenl description area taken up by 
the shops the offices and the stores is 103000 sq meteis b v carious sheds and living quartets 
21 500 sq neters The total sniface of *he shops including all floors is 86 700 sq meters 
Thero is an area destroyed but in couise of reeonstiuction of 7 000 sq meters Msvimum 
number of workers is 10,770 Plant and equipment appioximately 4 680 machine tools 
including 220 wood working machines, 360 sssorted machines, 102 motors, 1 800 milling 
machines, 517 lathes, 25 presses, 450 rectifier oi polishing machines 400 special machines 
gunbore rifling machines, checking machines and special shaping milling machines 


21 Serial No 2007 T O Earben A O located at Rheinfelden 
Products Vinyl chloude General description shops in gooi 
capacity is 225 tons pel month at the piesent time Only the. vinyl cl 
Plant and equipment 3 acetylene generators, each 200 ci 
Complete equipment foi chlonmtion of vind chloude 


ndition Production 
Is plant is available 
pei houi capacity 


22 Seual No 2008 Degussa Company-located at P.hemfelden 
manufactures ^ * 

Nonnal productum capacity is 150 to 160 tons per month * ° PB ‘ ? °° d condltlon " 

Plant and equipment 
Electrolytic plant equipment including 


B 

C 

D 
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23 Serial No 2009 R Bosch—located at Sulz Wurtemberg 
Pioducts ignition paits General description branch of the Bosch Stuttgart magnetos, 

occupies area of 3,200 sq meters Factory is divided into three shops distributed among 
the spinning mills F Sulz It contains general mechanical equipment Maximum personnel 
is 260 plant and equipment 50 lathes 17 polishers, 26 milling machines, 43 presses 
2 slotting machines or moitizers 

24 Senal No 2013 Suddeutache, Arguswerke—located at Baden Baden Products 
Small screw pieces, flexible pipe fittings in duralumin for aircraft General description 
Set up in a cigarette factory Old buildings Total area is 4,800 sq meteis, including 
the offices Maximum personnel is 48 And maximum production is 10 000 fittings per month 
It contains 118 machines, of which 36 are in bad condition 

Plant and equipment 
46 lathes 

7 milling machines 
4 drilling machines 

6 automatic machines Simon 

7 assorted automatic machines 
Assorted milwright workmachines 


Additional list of factories available as -idianre Pelnenes 
Following are remaining plants and equipment of second list declared available by the 
ACC for Germany as ads once deliveries on reparations Tn order to permit publication before 
December closing of Secrelanat business of complete list of plants available at this time 
Bast 22 plants are listed by name onlv Wlith detailed descriptions to follow in later tele 
gram Official serial mimliei On paicnthesis) piece des name of eidi plant 
Inst follows 

(20061 Mauser Works—located at Bohungen 
Products Flame thiowers 

Genei il Description This factory was blown up At piesent the picmi«es aie vacated 
70 machine tools were transposed to the main Mnisei Plant at Oliernooif 

(2010) Snddclits< he Doimeivvoike—loc ited at Fiieduchshaven (M inzel) on edge of lake 
Constance 

lioducts Airplines mil aitplane puts speed boats 

I Bsc lption Maximum personnel in 1944—4 700 labouieis and 500 engineers 90 per 
cent of buildings destioved l>\ bombing usable machines being salvaged 
(2011) Suddoutsihe Doimei Woikc—located at Konstanz 
Pioducts Airplane parts Dormer BO 215 or 355, wmg assembly 

Disruption Pioductton rapantv is 100 wing parts and 10 complete wings per month 
with waitime peisonnel of 450 labntutis Factcua was not bombed Equipment ivailalile 
con i-ts of vanous machines piesses and pneumatic hammeis 

(2012) Oheiing O Stellm.mn—located at Manzel (Will temliergl 
Pioducts An plane parts ( 

Description An Affiliate of Kotnn lvveike faetoiv (( ouection Affiliato of Dornierwerke 
Facto! v) 

(2014) Aigusweikc—lor ited at Diisslmgin (Wurtemberg' 

Pioducts Bearings 

Number of Workers 200 

^2015) Aigusweikc—located at Biomhuh 

Products Metal aimitnres 

\Ta\imuni numbei of woikcrs 170 

(2016) Arguswerke—located at Pfullendorf 

Products Airplane brakes 

Number of workers 809 

General Description Argnswerke Group Konzem Bjizt NWTD in making anplane 
engines all sorts of accessories for aviation and remote control engines Registered offices 
of the factoiv were in Berlin The concein comprised 14 factones scattered throughout 
Oeimanv 

Deadline date foi notification of interest in the above plants will h, January 24, 1946 
Following are names of plants an.l equipment in British 7one descriptions of which are 
not vet available Deadline date for notification of interest bv claimant nations will be 
set when desci iptions ire foi warded 


firna) Factory A of Wolf and Company, Bomhtz, Hanovvr, (1019) Factory P, of Wolf and 
fo, Doerverden , (1020) Factory C of Wolf and Co, Liebanau (1021) Dynamit AG, 
(, 10 p) IHmcnit 4g Irummol (1023) Wairen Commissions Ag Dormenberg Elbe, 
124) Clausthal Olausthal Sollerfold, (1025) Heeres Munitions Anstalt Ahrhergern, (1026) 
TTsus Along Wuppertal Ronsdoifv Kowul Slasweik Riedel undergiound factorv Burgderd , 
(108) Spci i waffeaaharsonal, Soltan (1029) Heerea Munitions Ansttlt, Lehre, (1030) Luftshaupt 
Munitions Anstalt Hamuluen (1032) Heeres Munitions Anstalt Locksledten Lager, (1033) 
Heeres Munitions Anstalt Bedenteieh 11034) Fulbanlageelauen Olauen (1035) Heeres Mum 
Dons Anstalt Godenauber Alfeld (1036) Lufthaupt Munitions Anstalt Wienberg/Sesser 
(1037) Heeres Munitions Anstalt, Scheuen, (1038) I G Uerdingen, Ueidingen (1039' 
'Chemische Wterke Harz Weser, Langolsheim 
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hat of Plants available from Germany i 


I id t a nee Deliver tea on account of reparation! 


aOlt'.Inacrtv n ^ 5 'tU a S r^wTek^ Sing^Lw and double base propellants, Steam 

110 81 ,,V,« ii‘“K sr SET w 


11 Tuibo geneiatoia with total capacity of 


Nltiogiycerme and nitrocellulose plants 
Acid recovery and mjx ng plants 
Solvent iecoveiy and lectification 
2 refin'd tnn plants 

53 Kneading machines (Baker Perkins tvpe) 

109 tolling nulla 
15 autod ives 
20 Hollanders 
Imoipci itmg Mills 
Hvdiauln presses 

11019) Capacity 50 tons pci week Single base propellant Steam generation equipment, 
3 boiler* Hectuc power generation equipment 3 Turbogenerators of 2699 kw each 
Cellulose i iepilation and nitration Nitrocellulose dehydration, solvent rerjve y, and recti 
fust inn 16 livdiaulic piesses, 24 kneading machines, equipment for acid recoverj and 
mixing 

(10201 Cap h itv 280 tons per week of solventless doubli bise prop Unit Equipment 

Steam Lend lilt n- 4 Lament Boileis, Electm Power generation—-6 turbo generators of 2500 
kw .tdi Nitioglyierine—5 Meisanei continuous plants Equipment for Cellulose prepara 

tion slid niti itu>n Nition llulose Hollander and D Autoclaves Equipment for Acid recovery 
and mixing 24 Biker Perkins type kneading machines, 94 rolling nulls 

W» —'1018) (1019) and (1020 are closely associated and wete operated by Wolff and 

Comp mi WiKiodc 

(1021 ( apuity 84 tons pci week of sohenlless piopellants Keceives ready nuved paste 

tiorn Kniiimiel Kipnpinent Steam genuation—3 Lament Boileis ind 7 laige tnrbular 
builds | li < ti II powei Ldid itiun—6 till ho gdiei aloi s of 2500 kw eicli and 1 tuibo generator 
of 500 kw 18 I i n el I in „ usnr. up to 12 tons, 92 Hvdnuhc picssis ind pump units to 
opeiate it 450 atmospheres 236 luge rolling mills 43 mixing machines, electm n,otois— 
mill i hnl dims fm ill mailunes and mulune tools as follows 
39 litlies 

27 dulling machines 
1 > milling machines 


M i'C ell ini mis smill povvei diivm ti ols ind wood winking michmes 
Null —Dimcsbeig ind Krummcl are inteilocked umlei Dynamit AG 

(1022) ( ipidtv 750 tons* per week of T \ T 40 t< ns per week of P K T \ 800 tons 

pei week id dmilile Inse pmpcll T() paste 1 000 tons pei week of Amatol shell filling com 

position 850 tons per week of tot-il explosives—Shell bomb and Gieinde filling 140 ton3 
I>c 1 week of dynimite I Ills plant produces a vanel of plastics and plastu products 
including liupiignUed paper for which ceitun machines in the Nitioccllnlose plint ire used 
The pi ist i plint equipment is not it pies nt offend fot repai-itions as it is in cunent use 

for puduction id essentnl housing tepaiis mateuals Steam and Povu i generation—3 power 

«litinny with tot il c ipanty of 18000 kw Automatic dusel sets with tot il capacity 1250 kw 
Water supply—Water pumping stations 8 Cl is supply - geueiatois 5 ( ompiessed ail—2 300 

etthu mill is per hour Cranes—mobile nine on rails 7J tons Coal discharging plant—160 
tons pe> bout Dynannt plants—2 Nitroiellulose plants—2 yyith a combined capacity of 300 
tons pei wiek Includes the usual equipment foi mtiation purification pulping (Hollandeis) 
autoih mg centnfuting and dehydration—all On a big scale 

Nitioglv ici me plints—with total capicity of 300 tons pei yveek * 

1'outlie base paste mixing in standard plant to pioduce paste which is sent to Duneberg 
Shell and bomb filling composition—piepaiations of peifcimed chaiges and other high 
explosives mivtuies lor ammunition filling 

Bomb shell and gienadc filling—all ammunition filling plints contain a wide range of 
geneial equipment such as conve ois hydiiulic pi esses deguusing machines painting 

Snlphni c md 2 Tentclew contact plunts with a combined capacitv of 200 tons of SOs 
pei week 

Acid Recoveiv--Concentration and mixing equipment on a laige scale 
Nitiocellulose plints—2 with total ,apicity 300 tons pel week 
\ itioglyceunt plants-300 tons pel week 

Dumber 1 * PaSte rm ' c,n S~ Standard P ,ant for the production of paste which is sent to 
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(1023) Tapacity, 300 tons per week of T N T , 80 tons per week of Ammonal, 60 tons per 
week of Chlontit 350 OOO metei- ne- wee! of «ifetv fuse 1 million pel we< k — filling for 
ciemdis Fquipment. Steam gener ltnm—2 T am islure boileis with totil ot 5 tonj per 
hour tin tin powei gennation-—2 tin bo genti itoia of IPSO tw eni h anil 3 liesel sets totaling 
600 kvy 2 T N T pliiils I Amnion il mil ( him itit plint 1 eifeti fuze nl mt Piodncei 
"ns plant WA 5 tons ton] per hour 

(1024) Capacity 700 tons pei wit U I N 1 80 000 per week—Shell mine homh filling 
Fquipment Steam generation 3 high piessuic b il is—total 24 tons sti ini per hour anil 3 
medium pressuie boileis—tot il 30 tons steam pci hour eleitiu power ginemtinn—2 turbo 
go mat is of 1300 kw lull mil 1 die il set of 260 kw Othei equipment 7 rotary com 
pie-soi* with total output of 560 mbit nuteis per houi of yonipiesscil au 4 gas supply 
generitois with total of 80 000 ruble meters p t r ilw 2 T N T piodunng plants uid 
!Cio\ei\ mil ecmientiation plant shill filling plant -ammnnmm mt\lie drying and TNT 
ind picric itltl milting and pcifoiitnng 

(1025) ( apaeitv Shell filling—75 000 per w.ek mi 1 shift giemde filling—22^000 per 
wetk on 1 shift Plmt is foi TUMtx T Melting Amitol pieparate ind mixing Contains 
presses mnyevors and painting machine ind steam generation equipment 

(1026) This is a small factory employing 120 people for pioduring pyiotubnio filling 
of flies t nntains 2 hydiauhc piesses and 1 tabletting press 

(1027) Capacity 300 000 pei weik of mmtar liomb filling T oiated in disused «»lt 
mine, employed 800 wmkcis kquipnient Steam gtnciation plant presses sewing mathines 
and other equipment chaiiiten-tic of filling and assembly plants 

(1028) Hus plant was used fir naiine mine filling and employed 280 workei« 

(1029) Plant employed 800 woikeis ( ipanty heuy shell filling—27 000 pci week 
Equipment steam generation—12 boileis eleitiu power gi nei ition 2 diesel sets Other equip 
ment 10 cleaning machines for shells and tile usiitl equipment foi filling handling fuzing 
and painting heavy shell 

(1030) Capacity medium shell filling -150 000 pel week Fquipmcnl no det ills avajl 
ablo at pic«(nt, but piobahlv smnlai to that installed in No 1029 

(1031) Employed 1,500 woikers ( ipacity not known ( ontains st am -,eno ilimi plant 

with 2 untral healing plants ind elect iil powei tcneiutor 1 diesel set 

(1032) Emnloiid 1 500 woikus ( ipiulv 100 000 pti week un ill lalibu fixed gun 

ammunition, filling and ussi mbl kquipmcnt SO mi generation—4 ( entral Heating plints, 
eleitiu powei guniiltm—1 diesel set ol 320 kw Othei equipment Metal dedicating 

pickling wishing in mil pining hu gi'is and iliillmg the usuil equipinent fm hnulling, 
filling, assembly ind fn/nig of complite umnils nt sm ill t ilibre gun ainmimitnn 
(1033) Vo information at present, small factory which employed 500 workers 
(1034) hniployed bOO woikeis w is U‘ed foi lit ivy shell filling fi ulh iliintgtd No 
details ^iv ulablo ot lemaining plmt 

(1035) ( ipanty unknovyn Plant use 1 fm ammunition fifing genet illy (ontiins 1 
boiln house with t in bo gent i at in tin 500 k v and a yytde i inge of geiuial light engmeeimg 
equipment such as presses, eons non painting machine*, ett 

(1036) Capacity Medium anti airnaft shell filling—260 000 per u,ek Equipment 
Steim generation—2 boiler liousis and 5 tentiil lit ltmg plants, electne powei geneiation—2 
dies" 1 sots totalling 350 kw, also poyyer fiom Uud Has the usu il langt, ot equipment for 
medium shell filling 

(1037) Capacity unknown Anplovnl 1 500 yyoikeis W is used to pindtue medium 
shell filling Contains 6 cenlial heating plants and the usual lanm. ot meilitim -hell filling 
eqmpmtnt such as degieasing, painting livdiaulie pressing and handling ot shell 

(1038incapacity lyleetrolytic chlounc—200 tons per week plui the equivalent taustii soda 
liquor This is a mercuiy cell plant designed for a capacity of 400 tons chloune pei week, 
only half of the equipment has been deliveied 

> (1039) ( apaclty Activated carbon for gas masks—40 tons per yyiek Equipment 4 

turf milts 4 kneading machines 8 high piessuie presses 6 loiary furnaces, 2 cooling drums, 
4 rotary duers, 2 producei gas generalois 


Deputation to discuss Indian Overseas Question with H M G 

392 *Seth Oovind Das (a) Will the Secretary for Commonwealth Dela¬ 
tions be pleised to state if it is i fact that Mr 4 V Pat, ICS, Joint Secre¬ 
tary, Commonwealth Delations Department and Controller General of Emigra¬ 
tion had recently gone to England m a deputation to discuss Indian oveiseas 
question with His Majesty’s Government? 
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(bj If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Honourable Member 
state the result of the mission and the total expenditure incurred on bending 
such a deputation l 

(c) Did the deputation discuss with His Majesty s Government about the 
lespeitive position ot Indians in the Commonwealth specially m bouth and East 
Africa and the scheme of applying economic sanctions and Reciprocity Act and 
of ca'ling back the Indian High Commissioner from South Africa, the steps 
which are under consideration by the Government of India as assured by the 
Honourable Member on the floor of this very House 1 

Mr R N Bansrjee. (a), (b) and (o) Mr Pai accompanied the Honour¬ 
able Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar to London to assist the latter in having unoffi¬ 
cial discussions with His Majesty's Government on certain matters affecting 
Indians overseas The expenditure which was incurred on Mr Pai’s risit was 
about Its 5,000 It will not be m public interest to make any further state¬ 
ment on this subject 

Seth Govtnd Das Is it not a fact that a certain repoit was submitted by 
Mr Pai to the Government of India m this respect’ 

Mr R N Banerjee J have no other reply to give 

Seth Govmd Das- "Will the Honourable Member be plosed to state how 
the question of public interests auscs on a \er\ simple question about the 
recommendations made bv Mr Pai to the Go\eminent of India’ 

Mr R N Banerjee I have, no olbu reply to give, Su 

Trade and Emioration Agreement with Burma 

393 *Seth Govmd Das (a) Will the Secretuy foi Commonwealth delations 
pleast, state if then is any agreement in foice between the Government ot 
Indn on the one hind and the Government of lluirna on the othci, as regards 
tiade md cmigrition? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is m the nffiunative when was th s agreement 
entered into 1 Was it entered into with the consent of this House 1 

(c) W ill the Honourable Member assure the House now that any new agree 
men! with the Government of Bunn i will onlv be entered into with the previous 
consultation and consent of thi9 House? 

Mr R N Banerjee (a) No, Su 

(b) Does not arise 

(c) The question will be considered at the appropriate time 


Allowances to Evacuees 

394. *Seth Gorvind Das (a) Will the Secretary for Commonwea'th Relations 
please state the tot il amount of maintenance allowance granted up to now tc 
the evacuees by the Government of India? 

(b) Has the Government of India recovered thiB amount or does it at all 
propose to recover it from His Majesty’s Government? 

Mr. R N Banerjee: (a) and (b) The Government of India have accepted 
financial liability only for Indian evacuees The exact figures of expenditure 
on the grant of maintenance allowances to Indian evacuees are not available 
separately but the total expenditure of which the bulk is cn maintenance, is 
estimated to be Rs 10| crores by the end of the financial year_1945-40 As 
regards liability for non-Indian evacuees, I lay on the table of the Hiouae a 
statement showing the Governments and the olasses of non-Indian evacuees 
for whom they are financially responsible The figures of expenditure on flon- 
fndian evaoueee are not readily available. 
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Statement showing the Governments and the classes of non Indian evacuees for whom they or r 
financially responsible 


Classes of evacuees in respect of whom expenditure 
Government to whioh oost is debitable is debitable to the Government specified m 

column (1) 


2 


Government of Burma 


II His Majesty’s Government 
(i) Colonial office 

(n) Foreign Office 


(a) All Burmnns, Anglo Burmans, Anglo Indians, 

European British subjects and all other 
evacuoes who are British subjects other than 
Indians evacuated from Burma to India 

(b) All Burma Government servants irrespective of 

their nationality whose services nave not 
beon terminated by that Government ' 


European British evacuees and other evacuees of 
non Indian domioile who are British subjects from 
Hong Kong and Malaya. 

(a) All British subjects not covered by (I) above 

(b) Evacuees from Middle East, the Balkans. Malta 

and Siam 


(c) Greek and Czech evacuees irrespective of the 
country from which they may have been 
evacuated to India provided that they belong 
to parties whose evacution to India has been 
sponsored by their own Governments 


HI Polish Government (Underwritten Poles 
by HMG at present) 


IV Royal Netherlands Government Subjects of the Netherlands East Indies 


2? & —The expenditure on evacuees of other allied or neutral foreign States is recot ered 
through the Consuls of the countries concerned 


Prof. N G Ranga May I know if Government hav e come to any decision 
on the question of extending the payment of maintenance and other allowances 
to Indian evacuees bevond the last budget year? 

Mr. R N. Banerjee: The system is in force for some months No decision 
has oeen taken about its extension m the future 


Prof. N G Ranga: In view of the fact that new budget is gome to be 
presented, have Government considered the advisability of making any provision 
for continuing these allowances beyond March of this year? 

Mr. R. IT. B*ner]ce: The matter is still under consideration 
Seth Oovind Das. How much money of this expenditure is going to be borne 
part fb) oY my q U 9 esSo 0 n eniment? ^ Honourable Member not replied 


If you will per- 


B - N - B «WfJee: I think I have replied to clause (b) 
mit me, Sir, I shall repeat what I have said 

■i»^XoiS!is^ur°* “• «» h °“» * *1—1 

32?. T1 » ’X,S 


As regards Indian evacuees 
Iiabihtv for the entire expenditure 


the Government have 


accepted financial 



starred questions and answers 1201 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena. Do I undei stand the Honourable Member correctly 
when 1 say that the Government of India will not be responsible foi the mainte¬ 
nance allowance given to non Indian evacuees? 

Mr. B N Banerjee: The Honourable Member’s presumption is correct 
Shn Mohan Lai Saksena If so, may I ask whether the amount spent 
annually on these non-Indian evacuees is calcualted eveiy year’ 

Mr E. N Banerjee They aie calculated from year to year and advances 
also are made from Indian revenues and they are recovered later on from the 
governments concerned 

Shn Mohan Lai Saksena’ Then why bhould not the figures be available? 
Mr B. N. Banerjee I said that they were not readily available 
Mr President The Honourable Member peihaps wants the total of the 
advances made 

Employment and Repatriation of Evacuees 

395. *Seth Govind Das: (a) Will the Secretary for Commonwealth Relations 
please state what arrangements the Government of India have made or propose 
to make for the employment of evacuees other than Government servants? 

(b) Is there any plan for sending these evacuees back to their respective 
countries? If so, what facilities do Government propose to give to these persons 
as regards their travelling, routes and priority? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee (a) Since November 1943, a Central Refugee 
Employment Bureau has existed and has been functioning through Central 
Refugee Officers in the foui zones of India—East, West, North und South 
These Refugee Officers maintain registers of candidates, interview all major 
employers and keep in constant touch with Provincial Governments and 
recruiting officers of the Army Provincial Governments and the departments 
of the Government of India communicate their requirements and efforts are 
then made to sccuie suitible candidates 

(b) So far as lepatmtiou of Tudian evacuees to Burma is concerned, the 
attention of (lie Honounilile Member is invited to my reply to part (e) of 
starred question No 2(>(i* given on the 14th ielnuaiy 1946 

As regards lepatimtion to countries in the Ear East other than Burma, the 
attention of tin Honourable Membet is invited to t'le leeeut notification issued 
by this Department, a copy of which is pi iced on the table of the House 
In legard to the repatriation of European evacuees to western countries, 
the matter is at present under the consideration of His Majestv’s Govern¬ 
ment 


NOTIFICATION 

Passaobs from India to thb Far East and Burma for Civilian Personnel 

In order to meet the urgent desire of evacuees now in India to return to their homes, 
of others to rejoin families and of businessmen to proceed to Far Eastern countries, it is 
neOMsary, till such time vs shipping conditions return to normal, that all passages to the 
Far East should be controlled by the Government of India 

2 To this end, a bid for shipping has been made by the Government of India to ALFSEA, 
and it is hoped that, very shortly, a curtain number of ships will be made available 

3 In the meantime, in order to bring all intending passengers on to one central list, 
persons wishing to proceed to the Far East should, if they have not aheidy done so, 
make application as shown in detail below — 

(a) Evacuees from Far Eastern British possessions ( Malaya, Hong Kong, etc) —Such 
evacuees, if they have not already d°ne so, Bhould register themselves for repatriation with 
C D Aheirne, Esq, CMG, Malayan Representative’s Office, Menkwa Building, Outram 
Road, Bombay 

(b) Evacuees from Far Eastern Countries OTHER THAN BRITISH possessions — Appli¬ 

cationsshould be made to the Secretary to the Government of India, External Affairs Denars 
xnent, Niew Delhi ’ H 
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,, , Per . nn . OTHER THAN evacuee, wishing to proceed to British possession, m «Ae 

.Relations Department, New Delhi 

(d) Pei sons OTHER THAN eiacuees desiring to proceed to non British, possessions m the 
far East— Such persons should applv to the Seeretaiy to the Government of India, Extrnal 
Affairs Department, New Delhi 

(ei Lvacuees fiom Burma— Registration of evacuees wishing to return to Burma is now 
proceeding, and registered persons will, in due course, be tailed up when shipping and other 
-conditions permit 

(f) Persons OTHER THAN evacuees wishing to proceed to Burma— Such persons should 
apply ill the filst instance to the Secretary to the Government of India, Commonwealth 
Relations Department (Burma Repatriation Section), New Delhi 


dent in the Malayan Transit Camp, Bombay, should make immediate application to the Con 
troller ot Priority Passages for the hat East, Government of India, Commonwealth Relations 
Department, New Delhi 


Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon May I know from the Honourable Member 
as to how man} evacuees have been employed by the Provincial Governments 
since the Department has been opened > 

Mr. R N Banerjee I have not got separate hguies for the number 
employed by Piovmcial Governments but up to November 1945, the number 
of evacuees foi whom employment could be secuied was 45,861 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon \\ ill the Honourable Member lay ou the 
table a statement telling tlie House ub to how many persons were employed 
peimanently and to how num temporary jobs were provided? 

Mr R N Banerjee I .mi ahaid that is v tall order and I would want 
notice 

Mr Manu Subedar Has the Honourable Member seen criticisms in the 
public press that European evacuees and leiugees who came to this country 
were found fat jobs for w hich suitable Indians were available 1 

Mr R. N. Banerjee 1 have lead complaints in the press, Sir, but no 
speuhe case was brought to my notice duung the last two years 

Mr Manu Subedar In view of the serious problem of ichabihtation which 

Dr Ambedkar is tackling, will the Honourable Member state whether the 

non-Indian evacuees nul lefugees who might have been emp'oyed by the 
Government of India will now be seni away’ 

Mr R N. Banerjee 1 am afraid I must want notice of that question, 
2 do not thmk our Department deals with that 

Seth Govind Daa Will the Honourable Member state how many non- 

Indnn evacuees have been supplied with jobs out of the 45 thousand? Will 

the Honourable Member lay u statement on the table? 

Mr. B. IT. Banerjee; I must have notice of that question 
Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: The Honourable Member’s reply was that he 
was aware that certain comp 1 amts have appeared in the press but that no 
definite complaints have been brought to his notice Am I to understand 
that the Honourable Member does not take notice of the complaints that 
appeared in the press? 

Mr R N Banerjee* Our Department does take notice of complaints made 
«n the press 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena* Is no inquiry made on the complaints made m 
the press 9 

Mr. B. H. Banerjee The complaints were of a vague and general nature 
Restrictions on Entby of Indians in East Africa 
396. *Beth Govind Das; (a) Will the Secretary for Commonwealth Relations 
please state if it is a fact that certain restrictions were placed on the grant of 
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passport facilities foi Indians, for entry into the East African territories during 
the war? If so, wfere these restrictions only temporary and applied only for the 
duration of the war? 

(b) Have these lebtnctions now been withdrawn after the war is over? If 
not, when are these restrictions likely to be withdrawn’ Do the Government 
of India now propose to consider the immediate withdrawal of these restrictions? 

Mr. R. N Banerjee (a) Yes The restrictions were temporary and in¬ 
tended to meet the difhculties created by the war 

(b) The restrictions have not yet been withdrawn, but are expected to be 
withdrawn some time this year The Government of Indiu have already 
pressed for their withdrawal 

Seth Gkmnd Daa Is it not a fact that in 1945 when the discussion of 
this question took place in this House the Honourable Dr Kharo made a 
promise that those restrictions will be remoied and that they will automati 
(‘ally lapse within two or three months? 

Mr R N Banerjee. I cannot recall any such statement having been made 
by the Honourable Dr Khare All that he said, so far as I recall, was that 
we were making every endeavour to have these restrictions withdrawn as 
soon as possible, and that we have done 

Seth Govind Das Is it not a fact that in 194") those restrictions were 
applied only for a year and they were automatically to lapse, when this dis¬ 
cussion took place m the House, within two or three months? 

Mr. R N Banerjee. On further examination it appeared that the state¬ 
ment was not quite accurate and the provisions under which the regulations 
were issued were not such as had to be renewed from year to year 

Seth Govind Das By what date does the Government think these restric¬ 
tions will be removed now? 

Mr. R N. Banerjee By the middle of this year, Sir 

Indian Students for Advanced Study in America and Europe 

387 “Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Will the Education Secretary 
please state 

(a) how many students applied for scholarships for advanced studies m 
America and Europe last year and bow many were selected, 

(b) how many of these were from the Madras Presidency and how many were 
selected from there, 

(c) how many of those selected have already been sent abroad and how many 
are still waiting in India for want of passages, 

(d) if it *s a fact that students are not admitted into any of the important 
universities in America, and if any complaints m this respect have been received 

by Government, 

(e) if Government’8 attention has also been drawn to reports in papers that 
students from India are suffering hardships owing to inadequate accommodation 
and owing to colour prejudice m the United States, and, if so, whether they 
have addressed the Agent of the Government of India there, and 


(f) what steps, if any, have been taken so far to relieve the students of these 
rdships? 


Dr. John Sargent: (a) 8,885 students applied for the scholarships awarded 
last year by the Central Government and 856 scholars were selected 5,440 
students applied for scholarships awarded by the Provincial Governments, 
and Boho^rships were awarded to 286 of them, excluding those m Government 


service who have been seleoted for further training abroad 


(b) No information is readily available as to how many candidates from 
the Madras Province applied for the Central Government scholarships 40 
6nt of the 856 scholars selected for Central Government scholarships appear 
to be domiciled in the province of Madras 
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(c) Up to the eud ol la it month, 2J7 scholars had gone abroad and 106 
scholars have yet to go That refers to the Central Government With regard 
to the Provincial Governments I have now got the figures 118 have sailed and 
108 are waiting to go 

(d) No, Sir We have received no complaint*, whatsoever in this respect, 
and'reports received from the Indian Agent Gcneial in Washington indicate 
that our students m the United States of America have been mostly placed 
m the better known Universities 

(e) No, Sir We are not aware of am hardships owing to colour prejudice 
With regard to accommodation, reports received from the Agent General reveal 
that the position is everywhere difficult but that in all cases so for it has 
been possible to make reasonably satisfactory arrangements for all Indian 
Students who have gone through the Agent General and there have been no 
sen on a complaints 

(f) Dots not aiisc 

I*t.-Ool Dr J O, Ghatterjee With reference to part (a) of this question 
will the Honourable the Education Secretary state whether the applications 
from those students only who possessed a first-c’ass degree were considered 
and that this was made a condition precedent to their selection’ 

Dr John Sargent: No, Sir That is not correct 

Lt -Col. Dr J. C. Ghatterjee Is it not a fact that it has been put down 
as one of the essential conditions in the advertisements asking for applications? 

Dr. John Sargent. It has not been made an essential condition and the 
selection is by no means confined io first class students 

Lt -Col Dr. J C Ghatterjee Is the Honourable the Education Secretary 
aware that thoii is t vast difference between the first-class degrees of different 
Universities in this tountry? There are certain Universities which are very 
liberal in the grant of first-class degrees Other Universities like the one 
which mv Honourab’e friend, the questioner is interested in, are very very 
careful m giving first-class degrees Are such variations taken into account 
when making a selection for these scholarships’ 

Dr John Sargent My experience is that m all* countries there are varia¬ 
tions in standards between universities, and that applies to this country as 
well The Committee obviously cannot go on what they may suspect, hut 
they can go on actual information, and due consideration is given to that 
Members who have seen the report of the Central Selection Board—and I am 
hoping that those members who have not seen it will receive copies very 
short 1 }—will notice that the Selection Board themselves last year have called 
attention to the fact that in the process of selection the point raised by my 
Honourable friend had already been brought to their attention namely that 
there were variations between universities They thought that this was a 
matter which the Inter University Board themselves ought to look into before 
long, and that as a result of their experiences they would be able to submit 
certain material which the Inter University Board might find of use m that 
respect 

Lt -Col Dt J. 0. Ghatterjee . Am I therefore to understand that 1 my 
Hoik urablp fnenil will be prepared or his committee will be prepared to 
consider applications from persons who have not obtained a first class degree? 

Dr. John Sargent’ Certainly 

Babu Ram Narayan Singh- What is the number of students selected by 
the Central Government from Bihar? 

Dr. John Sargent: I should be delighted to supply that information tq,the 
Honourable Member I cannot give it offhand * , ' , 

Babu Ram "Narayan Singh’ Thh file is-before the Honourable Member. Pa 
can verv wel 1 supply the infoimation' nOw - , ; 

Mr President: It will perhaps take time to get the required information 
and find out the figures, and other questions will be blocked 
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starred questions and ANSWERS 
Racial Discrimination on Board S 8 Strathmore 

398. *Sri U Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar. Will the Education Secretary 
please state 

(■l) if his attention has been drawn lo a Rtuter s message in the Hindustan 
Times of the 2nd February, 1946, relating to racial discrimination against 
students and others on board the S S Strathftore which arrived in England 
on the 14th January, 1946, from India, 

(b) whether he has received any complaints from any one in the matter 

(c) what action, if any, he proposes to take to avoid recurrence of such 
incidents in future, 

(d) who are the authorities who were responsible foi such treatment of 
students from this country, and 

(o) whether lie proposes to make a full statement on the matter after making 
the necessary inquiries? 

Dr John Sargent 1 This question should have been addressed to the War 
Secretary who h is agreed to answer it in due course 

Food Supplies from UNERA 

399 *Srl M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar* Will the Food Secretary be pleased 
to state 

(a) whether any representations were made to the U N R R A to Bend 
relief measures to India for relieving food shortage in India, 

(b) whether anv Indian is in the executive of the II N R R A or on its 
establishment, 

(c) if he has approached for help, if so, to what extent, and m what form 
if has been promised if not, why not, 

(d) whether anv instructions were given by the Government of India to lie 
Indian Delegation to the UNO to press upon that organisation through its 
economic and financial council to send immediately food supplies >o India, and 

(e) m what foim md.from which quarter the Honourable Member expects 
to get supplies of foodgrams, and when’ 

Mr B R Sen, (a) No 

<b) Yes 

(c) The answer to the hrst part is in the negative The reason is that the 
U N E 11 A can only obtain supplies through the existing war time supply 
and allocating machinery of the Combined Food Board which is already 
available to India 

(dj No 

(e) The Government of India indent upon the London Food Council and 
the Combined Food Board, Washington, for their import requirements iAll 
necessary steps have been and are being taken to press India’s need before 
the , Cdmbmed Food Board 

Mr Mftnu Subedar 1 Have Government seen the complaints m the British 
papers that U N R B A could not supply or help at the time of the Bengal 
famine because the Government of India failed to make any demand for it? 

' 'Mr. B.' R. Sen* I have seen such reports, but those reports must be 
based on a misunderstanding of the entire position 

Mr Manu Subedar 1 Why was it difficult for this Government to decide when * 
they were in want of food, tp ask this international organisation for assistance 9 
1 ’Mr. B.‘R. Sen. The famine did not exist at that time 
, ,^tt. Manu Subedar. Yep, it did May I know whether at a later st&gfe 
yr^en,4he Bengal famine made an ircursion in tba following "ypar on a smal’er 
scale, this Government made any eSorfc to get food and medicine, and in 
particular medicine? 
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Mr. B. B, Sea: The point is that the source of supply for India, as for 
other countries, is the Combined Food Board, and India pressed her case 
before the Combined Food Board India did not find any advantage in 
approaching the Combmed Food Board through the UNBEA 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Do I take it then that the Rs 8 crores which this 
poor country has been made to subscribe to this organisation has gone west 
and is not available in any ^measure at any time for the purposes of this 
country? 

Mr. B. B. Sen. The main question we are interested in is foodgrams and 
the allocation of foodgrams is done by the Combmed Food Board Before 
allocation is made, the demands of the UNREA, of India, and of other 
countries are examined We did not see any advantage in approaching the 
Combmed Food Board through the UNREA I may remind the House 
that the other day during the food debate a motion was passed in which the 
Government of India was asked to send a representative on the Combmed 
Food Board through the London Food Council, and so it would not be consis 
tent now to say that we should ask for food supplies through the U N R R A 
and not direct from the Combmed Food Board 

Mr Manu Subedar' I am concerned with the very heavy contribution ot 
this country, and I want to know whether this large contribution should be 
considered as written down, in order to help the countries of Europe or 
whether we shall get medicme now that plague and cholera and other diseases 
have broken out in this country, and whether this Government will not make 
an attempt to get soma quid pro quo for this very large largesse and present 
which they have made to European humanity’ 

Mr B B Sen. I think that question can best be replied to by the 
Honourable Commerce Member, but so far as we are concerned, we shall ask 
for the assistance of U N.R R A if we find it necessary at a later stage 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. May I know if foodgrams are supplied 
to China, Philhpines and other places affected by the war through tbs 
U N K R A ? 

Mr B. R. Sen. That is correct 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: If that is so, why did not this Gov¬ 
ernment make an application to the U N R R A to get its quota also, and get 
India a share’ 

Mr. B. B Sen As I have explained very clearly, the countries which get 
their assistance from UNRRA do not get assistance from the Combined 
Food Board direct as we do 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Is there anything to prevent ub from 
getting a contribution both directly from the Combmed Food Board and also 
through the UNRRA? 

Mr. B. B. Sen- If we put our case through the UNRRA, then we 
cannot forward our case direct to the Combmed Food Board 

Sri M. A n a n t h a s ayanam Ayyangar: Has the Honourable Member taken the 
trouble of writing to both these institutions and getting their replies’ 

Mr. Bs R. Sen: We have not considered it necessary to do so 

Maulana Zafar All Khan: Is there any proposal for India getting food- 
grains from the United States and from Soviet Russia? 

Mr. B. B. San: That question does not arise from this 

Prof. N. G. Bangs: I am not able to follow the answer giypn to my Wen d 
Mr Ayyangar’s question- what prevents the Government of India to approach 
both these organisations for assistance in regard to food supplies? Is there any 
role in the constitution of either of these bodies, that if you approach on* 
organisation, you should not approach the other organisation? f 
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Xr. B. S, San. No useful purpose will be served by going through two 
organisations, when we can approach the organisation of the Food Board 
direct 

Sn X. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Who says so? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: We think so. 

Prof. N. G. Bangs: It is not a question ot thinking My Honourable 
friend put a specific question whether there are any rules m these organisa 
tions 

Mr. President. There seems to be a misunderstanding It is a question a! 
approaching the Combined Food Board through UNiRRA that is how I 
have understood the reply—that the Combined Food Board is perhaps the 
superior body and UNRRA working under it, and that is why the Honourable 

Member Bays . . * « 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar He does not know 

Mr. President: If he does not know 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Let him say that 

Mr President . He has said that I am not adding m-ything of m> own, 
he said it, and the question was repeated 'whether thmugh the UNRRA 
or not ’ 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar With great lespeot, may X submit that 
is not what he says I am afraid you might have misunderstood him—he 
should make it clearer He does not say that we have to approach the 
Combined Food Board through the UNRRA or tho UNRRA through 
the Combined Food Board He only says “If you go to the Combined Food 
Board you cannot go through the UNRRA’ T w anted to know whether 
there was any such rule to prevent his doing so 

Mr. President* Then I may correct the Honourable Member s impression— 
I am not sure I heard that The facts as stated by him may be wrong or 
ught—I am not concerned with that, but from the number of supplementanes 
answered by him as to why the Combined Food Board was not approached 
through the UNRRA, he said that “We <lo not want to approach the 
Combined Food Board through the UNRRA when we ian < pproach the 
Combined Food Board direct That was what I understood, if the farts are 
correct 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Then we would not luve put so many 
supplementanes He may reply, Sir 

Mr. B. R. Sen: That is correct, Sir 

Prof. H. G Bangs: What is his answer to my question 0 Is there any 
rule in the constitution of either of these bodies, to prevent the Government 
from approaching them simultaneously or together? 

Xr B B. Sen* There is no rule to that effect, but if you ask for an alloca¬ 
tion, then there is no point in getting a part of what \ou ask through another 
organisation 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Is the Honourable Member aware that 
there is s OHINRRA in China and a PINRR A in the Phillipines, 
but there is no I N R R A for India to ask for these allocations? If he does 
not know, it is better he quits 

(No answer was given ) 

Service Supplies from Australia 

400. *Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Commerce Member please state if his attention has been drawn to a report m 
the Hindustan Times, evening edition, page 2, of the 2nd February referring to 
a trade bulletin issued from Australia that certain categories of service supplies 
are available for export overseas from Australia? 

. (b) Have Government ascertained what those categories of articles are? Do 

they consist of capital or consumer goods, or both? 



(c) iiave uov eminent «~v »ir — * , . 7 r or 

mioit tee. tor on, of tooe articles? If «>, how mon,. and for what tMWj 
of Articles? , , , 

<d) Have Government issued any import licences for supplies of such cate 
JeJ? If soT what are the classes of urtides, and »hat is the approve 
value of the articles so allowed to be imported? 

(e) How long do Government propose to have import con ro , an or w at 
purpose and for whose benefit? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque (a) Yes, Sir 

(b) Government have just received information about the articles mainly 
concerned, and I lay a list on the table 

(c) and (d) I am collecting the particulars required and will lay them on 
the table 

(e) I am afraid it is not at present possible for me to say how long it will 
be necessity to continue control over imports But I may invite attention of 
the Honourable Member to my reply given todiy to Mr Manu Subedar's starred 
question No 388 in which I have explained the present position relating 
to Import Control and imports from Bntibh Empire countries in the sterling 


List of articles dulared surplus in Australia general announcement regarding which 
recently made tn “ ivstral Neu-s" of February 1946 
Bearings Hcssnn 

Canvaswire and allied M'°ds M icliine tools 

Clienui- iU— industrial equipment 

Clothing Metals 

Fititinul trades goods Motor vehicles 

Engineering cquipincn* bbips 

Hardware textiles 


Bhakhka Dam Project 

401. ♦ Pundit Thakui Das Bhargava. (a - ) Will the Honourable the Labour 

Membei kindly stutc whether the Government of India and the Secretary of 
State for India have sanctioned the Bhakra Dam Scheme? 

(b) Has the dispute about the waters of the Indus between the Punjab and 

the Sindh Governments been settled? , 

(c) Are Government aware that the Bhakra Dam Scheme has been in 
contemplation for more than thirty yeais and that the Government of India 
and the Punjab Government have been holding out promises during the two 
Great Wars to the poor and famine threatened inhabitants of the Districts of 
Hissar, Bohtak and Gurgion that all efforts will be made to materialise the 
scheme as soon ns possible and that the said scheme is indispensable for the 
‘Grow More Food’ campaign of the Government of India? 

(d) Are Government aware that there have been four severe famines during 
the last fifteen years in these districts and that the Bhakra Dum Scheme is 
rega.ded hv Govoimcnt and thr people ,s the only remedy and safeguard 
against these recurring famines? 

(e) What steps do the Government of India propose to take to settle the 
dispute between Sindh and the Punjab about the Indus water? 

(f) Have the Government of India considered the desirability of arranging 
arbitration between the two Governments to accelerate the materialisation of the 
Bhakra Dam project? 

The Honourable Dr B B Ambedkar. ( a ) Under the constitutional posi¬ 
tion, the Punjab Government are themselves competent to sanction the 
scheme The sanction of the Secretary of State or of Government of India 
Is not required 

(b) and (e) As the Honourable Member is aware, a Commission was 
appointed by His Excellency the Governor-General to enquire into the~ dispute 
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The recommendations of the Commission, together with the views of His 
Excellency, have been forwarded to the beeretary of State for reference to 
fl>» Majesty in Council or decision Meanwhile, iurthei discussions hive been 
held between representatives of the Punjab and bind Governments and thZ 
flre now reasonable prospects of on agreement being reached bv the two fto 
emmenta on the issues iff dispute. The Secretary oi State h™ 1 , , 

defened iurthei action on the Commission’s Kopoit londl ,i 
these negotiations For the moment the two Government b ° U ^' om ' i 

iTrlaTm tha VaU ? tu l ° US 10 the 1>lovll ’ cwl ^gislatums, h^t f£ 
liopcd that an agreement wih be leached soon ittcr the elec terns have bee, 
completed and new Ministries have taken office m both the Provinces I may 
assure the Honourable Member that both His Excellency and the Secret iry of 
btute are fully aware of the necessity of reaching an early decision on the 
dispute and will do everything m their power to expedite it 

(c) The Bhakra liar canals and Hydcl project has already lid n recom 
mended for construction as a post-war development scheme 

(d) Full information is not readily available It is being called for 

(f) in view of the reply given to parts (b) and (e) of the question, this 
question does not arise 


(b) Written Answers. 

Legislation rjs IlYDKooi.NAr.bn Oil 

402 ‘Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava. (a) Will the Agueulture becretary 
kindly state if Government are aware that hydrogenated oil is sold throughout 
India as Banaspati ghee? 

(b) Are Government aware that the Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Research ire against the iis< oi hjdiogi n itc.i oil lor i lulferation oi puie ghee? 

(<) Have the Governnn nl of India evoi considered the desirability of under 
taking an All India legislation m the mnttei or any legislation for the Centrally 
Administered Areas? 

(d) In view ot strong public feeling m the whole of India in the matter, do 
the Government of India now propose to take steps either to legislate them¬ 
selves for the whole of India or insist upon Piovincial Governments to take up 
legislation and othei necessary effective steps as earlv as possible to stop this 
adulteration? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat (a) As far as Government are aware, hydrogenated 
oils are sold under vurious trade names including vanaspati though in common 
perlauce they are referred to as vegetable ghee 

(b) Government aie igainst the adulteration of pure ghee whether with 
hydrogenated oils oi with any other articles The Imperial Council of Agri¬ 
cultural ReseircU has also from tune to time inadi oiggestmus to Provincial 
Governments for 1 stopping such adulteration 

(c) and (d) The Food Department have under consideration a proposal 
to make the addition of sesame oil to vanaspati compulsory on the manufacturers 
under the Defence of India Rules, details for its enforcement are being worked 
out Proposal ire also under examination (i) to compel manufacturers of 
vanaspati to mark their containers m such a way as to make identification 
easy, (u) to prohibit the sale of ghee and vanaspati from the same shop and 
(in) to compel dealers to put up notices to make identification of their premises 
easy 

Non-Recognition of Diplomas of Delhi Polytechnic 

403. *Shrt Mohan Lai Saksena: (a) Will the Education Secretary be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Delhi Polytechnic is based on the Abbot- 
Wood Report? 

(b) Is it also a fact that the scheme of awarding All-India Diplomas and 
Certificates is similar to that of the United Kingdom? If so, is it a fact that 
the Diplomas and Certificates of the United Kingdom have country-wide recog¬ 
nition whereas in India they are not recognised even by Government? 
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(c) Is it a fact that no efforts were made to create an atmosphere for making 
the Diplomas and Certificates of all-India value 0 

(d) Is it a fact that the students seeking admission were given an assurance 
by the Principal that there was no leason why these Diplomas and Certificates 
would not be recognised by Government and even by industrialists? 

(e) Is it a fact that out of the students who have taken Diplomas and Certi¬ 
ficates no one has got mv appointment so far 0 If «o, what steps, if any? were 

taken to help them 0 

(f) Do Government piopose to tike necessary steps to accord recognition fo 
the Diplomas and Certificates of the Polytechnic to assure the holders of the 
Diplomas and Certificates of the Polytechnic of a good career? 

Dr John Sargent* (a) Yes, with certain modifications The Abbot-Wood 
Deport advocated the establishment of a Senior Technical Institution in Delhi 
and most of the courses provided* m the Polytechnic follow the general lmes 
indicated in that Report The Technical High School is a new feature 

(b) Yes The Honourable Member is referred to the statement made by 

me in reply to a shoit notice question on the 11th February 1946 The 

National Diplomas and Certificates have now icquired general recognition in 
the United Kingdom but this w is i gradual piocess covering i number of 
years 

(c) No, Su In the statement refened to 1 explained the steps which had 
already been tiken by the All-India Boards of Studies to secure recognition 
throughout India for their Diplomas and Certificates I stated at the same 
time what action T was myself taking in ordei to expedite the securing of this 
recognition 

(d) Yes Tin Principal did give such an assurance and if, as 1 hope, the 
steps I have already mentioned arc successful, it will be implemented 

(e) According to my information this is not correct Although foi the 
reason I gave to this House on the 11th instant no Polytechnic student is yet 
eligible actual'to receive his Diploma, a number of those who have passed 
their examinations have been placed in satisfactory employment and efforts are 
being made to place the remainder I shall be glad to give the Honourable 
Member information about the individual cases 

(f) Yes, steps are being taken 

Private Business by Mr Wood, Principal, Delhi Polytechnic 

404 *Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (a) Will the Education Secretary please 
state if it is a fact that the contract of Mr W W Wood, the Principal of the 
Delhi Polytechnic expired on the 28th December 1945 and that it has been 
extended by Government to the 31st March, 1946° 

(b) Will Government state the reasons for extending the contract and also 
undei what circumstances he has bpen granted leave during the extended period? 

(c) Will Government state how much leave Mr Wood has taken during the 
five years, the period of his contract? 

(d) Is it a fact that Mr Wood had been allowed to run his private concern 
known as Messrs W W Wood and Sons’ If so, on what terms? 

(e) Is it a fact that there were no less than twenty heads working m Mr 
Wood’s firm and be was himself looking after the business? 

(f) What duties did Mr Wood perform as Principal of the Polytechnic? Did 
he take any classes? If so, for how many periods daily’ 

(g) Is it a fact that the firm of Mr Wood was located in the premises of the 
Polytechnic till 194,5° If so, was it located with the permission of Government? 

(h) Is it a fact that Mr Wood frequently had to leave Delhi m connection 
with his business? If so, did he take permission of Government to do so? H 
not, why not? 
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Dr. John, Sargent, (a) Mr Wood wag appointed Principal of the Delhi 

Polytechnic for a period of five yours with effect fiorn the 29th December 1940, 
under the terms of on agreement cxeiuted with him In 1943 the terms of his 
contract ueie revised and the date of hib engagement extended to 31st Decem¬ 
ber 1947 Subsequently the mnttei was fuither considered and with Mr Wood’s 
concurrence it was decided that his contract should expire on 31st March 1940 

(b) When Government agreed t< revise the termb of Mr Wood s contract, it 
was felt desirable m the interebi of tin Pohtochnu to retain lus services* subject 
of course to the usual condition a-, to temnnation, for the normal period of fc 
years from the date of the new uintiact Mi Wood has been granted leave 
which was admissible and due to him undei the terms of his contract He has 
not availed himself of all the leave to which he was entitled 

(c) During his service of 6 years, 3 mouths and 3 days, Mi Wood has had 
leave foi a total period of 7 months and 11 day*, including the 4 months leave 
granted to him from 1st December 1945 to 31st March 1946 the dale of termina¬ 
tion of his contract The amount of leave to which he yens entitled is 11 months 

(d) Yes, Sir From the heginmng of l'lll Government permitted Mr Wood 
to undei fake a leasoriable amount of pnv *tt practice subject to the following 
conditions, viz 

(1) that he would pay to Government su< h u nt is m i\ be h\.td bv Govern¬ 
ment from tune to tune for the accommodation of In*. di nightsniui and clerks in 
the premises of the Delhi Polytechnic and foi u^c in this minuet ion of telephone 
and other facilities at the Polytechnic 

(2) that it would be open to Government to lotrut tin amount of Ins private 
practice or to withdraw the permission to undtrtikt .pm ate practice altogether 
if at any time Government considered it m < css iry in the interests of the Delhi 
Polytechnic 

(3) that the piovisions of Supplemental Rule 12 regarding payment to Gov¬ 
ernment of a portion of the fees received b\ Government servants permitted to 
undertake private work shall not apply to lus earnings from private practice 
Lt was further agreed that Mi Wood should supply m< in confidence from tune 
to time with information m regard to wv private Commissions which he had 
been invited and proposed to nndcihko Tins ht hu done 


(e) (i) Yes 

(li) Mr Wood has, bcci! in guicnl ch.ugc of lus business but lie has engaged 
IT T, s *l ch nssl8tance - mduding that of an Indian Manager, as was 

necessary to enable him to comply with the conditions on which permission to 
engage in private practice was granted 

created organised and idmmisteied the whole institution 
, Technical High School and the Labour Department’s Technical 

involved tTm e i dut,e r t m 6 ^ rinCipal <wnprised "the prelimmarv work 

establishment of a Technical Institute including a Technical H.gh 
School, and the management of the Technical Institute when established’’ He 
eroeS d t°i f pO8S08s P ow , eis ? 'wtiativo and organisation and readiness to 
students 6 " ^ ' ( ;° ntro1 a , nd “ ta,n daphne among a large body of 

w w not re< l u,rcd <o take any classes, nor did he do so 
UUfFL.fu t s , fir / n wa ® Seated on the premises of the Polytechnic until 
Jent fl the n, kn0W edg ° J Rn 1 d oonsent of Government He paid to Government 
meifi th P es l,Red at rftteq aqt,p ‘ W(1 I" Ibc Central Public Works Depart- 


(h) Mr Wood w is out of Delhi on i nmnhei of occasions m connection with 
the vvork of the Association of Principals of Technical Institutions (India) prin- 
cipallv m initiating ard setting up the various Boards of Studies who have as 
their object the raising and standaidmng of technical education in this country 

s^ic^Ho 6 nGo v^t. r dT' e T r T ah r, b ^ V ° nd h,s Trnyellin g Allowance for theTe 
Tnlv Tl t d he TJ " ,t e d Kingdom on deputation from 18th May— 

J w , pUrp0Se T 0f . bel P m P to find for Indian students in 

absent stltut,onB , Tt not correct that Mr Wood wa, frequently 

absent from Delhi m connection with his business ^ 



liE-IflXING OF BORDERS OF ASSAM 

405. ’Sreejut Rohini Kumar Ohoudhurl. (a; Will the Honourable the 
Leader of the House be pleased to stato if any scheme is being prepared either 
by the Government of India or by His Excellency the Governor of Assam for the 
separation of the hill districts of Assam including the partially excluded areas 
of i\hasi and J unfit lulls, Unto i lilts i M.kir Hill ti lets as also the frontier 
hills from the Province of Abs un md lor the ioimatiou of a separate Province 
consisting of certain districts ot Northern Buima, the transfrontier hills and 
those districts of Assam which air mm ,n tin < stluded and partially excluded 
areas of the Province? 

(b) Are Government aware that the idea of separation of the areas from 
Assam and their amalgamation with the transfrontier hills and Northern Burma 
as mentioned in (a) above is repugnant to the people of Assam living in the plains 
and hills? 

(cf Have Government received anv icpu mentation or protest from Assam 
against the Scheme? If so, what action has been taken thereon? 

(d) In mow of the objections received, do Government propose to take neces 
sary steps for the abandonment of the Scheme 0 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) 'Ih< ittcntion ottlie Government 
of India has been drawn to ceitam lllcg itions th it schemes arc under considera¬ 
tion for the sop (ration of the Assam lull art v- fiom India and their constitution 
as a separate Colony or State Then is un tmfh m these allegations and no such 
scheme is being ronsidcnd Noi is (he i my mb ntion at present to cteato a 
new hill pLOvince The creation >t such i provmc would icquirc Pirliamcntary 
legislation and it 15 most improbable that any such propos'd would b considered 
prior to the convening of the Constituent Assembly 
(b» (e) and (d) Do not atise 


Dflay in Repealing of War Emergency Measures 
pleased testate^ ° Ranga WlU the Honourab,e tfa e Leader of the House be 

- S “ g .™. 1 : G0V “ n,me ”‘ 8 h “™ “• 

dropped* and** ^ the ‘ r War emer ® enc y measures ^ have been repealed or 
sarnie? ^ ^ Govemmont of Indm 18 takln g so muehHonger time to do the 

.nfomui^n n Tu ble Sir f EdWard BentbaU (a)and(b) Government have no 
m/ormation of the position in tht { mh 1 Sub •, ,,f Ainmca In the United 
Kingdom there was no war legislation 01 whnh the duration was expressed !n 
^ose nfV present war or present hostilities with the result that no question 
ITh-nl ffion S '!h V ,Wm rV° n of Uu ' sa,,u for t,le P ur P®“-’ of the .1. - a ion 
on the 24 v, Z\fV P ° UPrs AHs will be allowed to expire 

“ 2 f th J ebru ? r ' , 1016 - b,lL powcus tiken under these Acts are being 

ec 2 m n e r ho Supplies and Kuvi.es (Ti insitional Powers) Act 1945! 
before PKm ft * r’ be E,ner ^y Laws (Trans.tional Provisions) Bill now 
before Parliament Government understmd fhat the bulk of other war emer¬ 
gency legislation in flu United Kingdom is still force and that them Tno 
immediate intention of terminating its opeiation 

Doe n s not , a "' e > but , 1 wouhl ufer the Honourable Member to my n pl v to 
questions 9 and 16, asked on the 5th February 1946 7 f Y 


Empire Trade Conference 

plea*td to P state N ' ° W ‘ U ^ Honourftble the Commerce Member be 

<a) if it is a fact that the Empire Trade Conference is soon likely to be held 
in London, if so, in which month, 



(b) whether India has been invited to attend it, * 

(c) if it is a fact that the question of imperial preference is likely to be one 
of the subjects to be discussed, and 

(d) what steps Government propose to take to ensure adequate representa¬ 
tion at that conference for Indian interests of commerce, industry and agticul- ' 
ture? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque (a) to (c) The Government of 
India understand that a meeting of Iteprcsentatives of Commonwealth Govern¬ 
ments might take place in May as a preliminary to the proposed International 
Trade Conference They have no other information on this subject 

(dj This queslion will re< ei\e the Government ot India’s careful consuleia 
tion if they are invited to such a niectin ' 

Re-Entering of Iniiabuams in British Reserve, Mantpuk 

408. ‘Sreejut Rohm! Kumar Choudhurl Will the Honourable the Leader 

of the House be pleased to state 

(a) if it is a fact that sonic British Indian subjects who had acquired land 
and other properties, built homes and had been c irrying on business foi many 
years (and in some cases about severity yiars) in the British Reserves, in Mani¬ 
pur, and had tempoiarily left the pi icu due to nr rnJs 1 i 1942, have been 
prohibited from reentering into thnr bonus m the said reserve',, 

(b) if it iS a fat tint the paltns of thur land have been ca u oiled u so Hie 
reasons for such cancellation, 

(c) if it is a fact that these people have not been given lurk their movable 
properties and cash which these people left behind at the lime of their depar 
ture, 

(d) the present condition of the buildings, mills and cinema houses belonging 
to ti esc evacuees, and the persons who .ire m oicupition thciem now and undei 
what condition, 

(e) if it is a fact that Indian evacuees from Burma have now been allowed to 
return to their homes m Bunna, and that tho possession oi their properties has 
been restored to them, and 

(f) whether Government now propose to allow tho inhabitants ot the British 
Reserves in Manipur to retpin to their residence to live and carry on their husi 
ness ns before? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall The British K<-,crve in Man pur 
though part of the Manipur State, is an Administered Arei ovei which junsdi'’ 
tion is being exercised on behalf ot the C rown R< presentntive bv His Excellency 
the Governor of Assam and his olheois The information desired bv the Honour¬ 
able Member is being collected and I will lav it on the table of the House as 
soon as it is ivailahle 


Public Health Officer, Delhi Provtsoe 

409 *S]t. N V Gadgil: (a) Will the Health Secretary please stato 
whether it is a fact that Lt -Col A N Chopra, IMS, was appointed a 
special officer by the Government of India to prepare plans with regard 
to post-war development of health services in the Delhi Province? If so, 
what are the academic qualifications of Col Chopra, and what appointment did 
he hold at the time he was asked to undertake the special enquiry’ 

(b) Is it a fact that Lt -Col D M Fraser, IMS has been appointed 
Director, Health Services, Delhi Province? If so, will Government state the 
academic qualifications of Colonel Fraser and also his public health qualifica¬ 
tions? 

(c) Is it a fact that Publio Health Officer is required to have a diploma in 
public health in addition to having the minimum registrable medical qualifica¬ 
tion’ 
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Mi. SHY Oulsnam (a) The answer to fhe first part of the question is m 
the affirmative 

Lt -Col Chopia was at the time Director of Health and Inspector General of 
Prisons, Orissa His academic qualifications are M B B R (Pb ), D T M (Liv ), 
DPB (Eng) 

(b) Lt -Col 1) M Fraser, IMS, has been appointed Director of Health 
Services, Delhi Province His academic qualifications are M B , Ch B (Glasg ), 
DMBE (Camb) As regards his Public Health experience, he was in charge of 
the combined medical relief and hygiene militar\ organisation which operated in 
Bengal m 1043 and 1944 

(c) A Public Health Ofticei is usualh required to possess a Diploma m Publio 
Health 

PURCHASE OF WESTERN AND EASTERN HOUSE BY GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

410. *Mr Saaanka Sekhar Sanyal (a) Will the Honourable the Labour 

Member be pleased to state whether the attention of Government has been drawn 
to the Newspaper icport which appe irod on th< tront page of the Hindustan 
Times (Delhi edition) of tin 4th Frl>runi>, 1940, undei the caption “Stop the 
Loot” saymg that the British Government are putting pressure upon the Gov¬ 
ernment of India to purchase the buildings at New Delhi known as the Western 
Hohm and tin Easton House which were built by the former at a cost of 
Bs 2'i hkhs to hi pulled down at the end of the war’ 

(b) How dots tin iniilo k tmllv stand’ 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar (a) Yes 

(b) I would refer the Honourable Membei t< m\ insiui to tin Honourable 
Mr VenJofaRubb i Beddni r shoit rinfio ciuf-tion No 23 of the Rth February 
194fi 


tl\STABBED QUESTION AND ANSWEI! 

Extension in Serviu to C P \V D Officers 

44 Shn Sri Prakasa Will the Honourable the Lakoui Membei please state 

(a) the number of persons, who have letired from, but have been re-employed 
in the services of the Central Public Works Department as Superintending, 
Executive and Assistant Engineers respectively, since 1939, 

(b) the number of those persons who have been given extensions to their 
nnginal terms together with the instalments of each term of extension, 

(c) if it is a fact that the Finance Department of the Central Govern¬ 
ment has expressed itself against the grant of extensions to the original term, 
if so, the reasons for anv action m tins behalf against the instructions of the 
Fm nice Department, 

(d) if such extensions interfere with the recruitment of new hunds and the 
advancement of young officers, if so, whether anv provision ib made to compensate 
thosr whose prospects are blocked, and 

(c) if Government propose to take any action m the matter of the termina¬ 
tion of such extensions and bettering the prospects of younger officers? 

The Honourable Dr B B Ambedkar (a) Three 

(b) Since 1939, extension of service under Fundemental Rule 56 was granted 
in three cases, the periods of extension being 6 months, 3 days and 1 month 
respectively 

(c) The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative, the second 
part does not arise 

(d) and (e) No 



MOTION FOlt ADJOURNMENT 
Hiotino in Bombay by Navaj, Ratings 
Mr President' I have received notice of an adjournment motion from 
JOr J C Chatterjee who wishes to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, ‘Rioting in Bombay by Naval Ratings 

# Will the Honourable Member please explain what he means bs this motion? 
What is it that he is going to discuss 9 Obviously it is not iht rioting that is 
going to be discussed bub something connected with the Government 

Iit.-Ool. Or J 0. Ohatterjee (Nominated Non-Official) 1 respectfully 
submit that it is not my intention to discuss the question of strikes, although it 
appears that certain people have struck m the Navy I take to heart the advice 
you gave to this House before that it does nob help f lie settlement 
°° a of strikes if we discuss them at a stage when negotiations are 
gomg on I must respectfully and with a lull sense of responsibility 

wish to draw youi attention to the fact that 1 desire to focus 

public attention on a matter which appear. to me of tht 
gravest public interest, m|nel\, the out break of indiscipline in the armed forces 
of the Crown Sir, my information is confined to what T read under banner 
headlines in the ‘Statesman’ of today wrhich describes th< event—undqf the 
Caption Naval Ratings Riot m Bombay It goes on to say that not less than 
three thousand ratings ran amui k into tlu cite of Bombay in which, l hopi, you 
are interested and there they committed the most serious offence of burning His 
Majesty’s mails His Majesty's Mails are one of the most sacred possessions of 
the domains and dominions of His Majesty and it His Majesty s Forces indulge 
m bummg His Majesty’s mails, >t is an indication of the grave menace which 
confronts the country, if action is not taken against such happenings 

Then I find that Naval Ratings went on mil seized lornes and drov-L, them 
with such recklessness that they caused accidents Thev ordered shop keepers 
to close down They molested passengers 

Bath Yusuf Abdoola H&roon (Smd Muhammadan l.uiil) On a point of 
order Is the Honourable Member making a speech? 

Mr President' He is trvmg to impiess on m\ mind the impor'anre of the 
subject 

Lt-CWL. Dr, J 0 Ohatterjee i hope f shall sucteed 

Then they made passengers slight from public vehicles finally, in the main 
traffic centre of the biggest cit\ of India thev stopped all traffic 

I am not in the habit ot moving adjournment motions I am fully sensible 
of the fact that I hold a Commission in His Mujestv’s Armed For< es which I am 
proud of I am therefore proud of 11 k honom the discipline and the proper 
management of the armed forces of the Ciown l tlimk no country can lightly 
pass over outbreaks of indiscipline running to such magnitude by the armed 
forces of the Crown and 1 submit with gieat lespcit that this matter requires 
immediate inquiry with a view to picvent a recurrence of this grave menace to 
♦his country Somehow oi other indiscipline m the army must be put down 
with a firm hand and an inquiry should be made by those responsible as to what 
the reasons are for such strikes in the armed forces of the Crown Sir these are 
incidents which fill my mind with grave concern 

Mr. P. Mason (Government of India Nominated Official) I share the feeling 
of the Honourable Mover as to the urgency and the seriousness of this question. 
I view it with very grave concern which, T am sure, is shared by everyone in all 
sections of the House but I am rather doubtful about the value of discussing 
U in the form of an adjournment motion In the first place, I have, at present, 
very little more information than is obtainable from the newspapers and the 
information I have got has been coming on the telephone frdm Bombay and is 
■omeyph^b cryptic and in some cases garbled 
* T also very much doubt whether even, apart from the fact that I have liMQs 
information a public discussion would at this stage he of great value I hay* 

/ f*«K % 
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also received a short notice question which 1 shall be glad to accept It has 
been suggested th.tt [ should give an ansvvei on the 2 r >th Febiuary, that is, 
Monday next B\ that time I think I shall have information and I hope, that 
the situation will have cleared up a good deal and I would suggest that if the 
House agrees, wc should not discuss this in the form of an adjournment motion 
but that the House should wait till Monday wh. n T will give a very full reply to 
the Short Notice Question 

Lt -Col Dr J 0. Chatterjee In view' of the fact that the Honourable 
Member feels that he has no information to give now' and he gives an assurance 
that he will in ike inquiries and make a full repL on Mond.n, f do not press my 
motion 

Mr President Then we need not considei the idjournment motion now 

ELECTION OE MEMBERS TO COURT Ob’ DELHI UNIVERSITY 

Mr President' I have to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon on Monday 
the 18th February, 1946 the time fixed ior receiving nominations for the Court 
of the University of Delhi nine nominations were received Subsequently one 
member withdrew his candidature As the number of remaining candidates is 
equal to the number of vacancies, I declare the following members to be duly 
elected to the Court — 

(1) Mr C P Lawson, (2) Sri Jagannathdas, (3) Babu Ram Narayan Singh 
(4) Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava, (5) Sardar Mangal Singh, (b) Nawabzuda 
Liaquat Ah Khan, (7) Sir Mohammad Ynmin Khan, and (8) Syed Ghulam Bhik 
Nairang 

ELECTION Ol' MUMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR EDUCAT^N 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr President I have also to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon ou 
Monday the 18th February, 1946, the time fixed for receiving nominations for the 
Standing Connfuttee for the Department of Education, twelve nominations were 
received Subsequently two members withdrew their candidature As the 
number of remaining candidates is equal to the number of vacancies, I declare 
the following Members to be duly elected to the Committee during the period 
comprising the unexpired portion of the current Financial year and the whole of 
the next Financial year 

(1) Lt -Col Dr J C Chatterjee, (2) Mr Fiank R Anthony, (3) Raja Sir 
Saiyid Ahmad All Khan Alvi, (4) Sjt Rohmi Kumar Choudhun, (5) Sn 
Bhagirathi Mahapatra, (6) Pandit Govind Malaviva, (7) Shrimati Amrau 
Swaminadhan, (8) Dr G V Deshmukb, (9) Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad, and 
(10) byed Ghulam Bhilc Nairang 

INSTRUMENT FOR THE AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION 

The Honourable Dr. B R. Ambedkar (Labour Member) Sir, I lay on thfi 
table a copy of the Instrument for the amendment of the constitution of the 
international Labour Organisation adopted by the conference at its twenty-seventh 
session at Paris on the 5th November, 1945 together with a statement of the 
fiction proposed to be taken thereon 

i INSTRUMENT TOR THE AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
'v • INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION 

1 '(Adopted by the Conference it its Tweijtc Seventh Session, Paris, 5 November 1045) 

The Constitution of the Intemationil Libour Organisation Instrument of Amendment, 
JAIS,* here .reprinted, was adopted bv the General Conference of the International'Labour 
Organiration on 5th November 1945 jn the -course of its Twenty seventh Sessitfli held all 
Pa rig 1 , fiom 15th October to 5th November 1945 



.OR WO. IMRUMIKAJ,. , 1B0 OR OKWLMW™, m , 

The text ol the instrument ot amendment as Yipta , a „ A * . 

Certified true copy , 

• for the icti/u, Director of the International Labour tiffin 

Legal Ulmer of 1h< International Labour Office 


INTERN\TIO\AL TABOUR CONFERENCE 

lNSTR.UMl.Nr FOR THF AMFUDMF.'JI OF rill lONSHTUTION OF TH* InTWINATIONAI, LABOUR 

Organisation 

The Geneial''Conference of the Intermhon.il Labour Organisation, 

Having been convened at Paris by the Governing Body of the International Labour Office, 
and having met in its Twenty seventh Session on 15th October 1945, and 

Having decided upon the adoption without delay of a limited number of amendments to 
the Constitution of the International Labour Organisation designed to deal with problems of 
immediate urgency, which are included in the fourth item on the agenda of the Session, 
adopts this fifth day of November of the year 1945, the following instrument erobodving 
amendments to the Constitution of the International I abour Organisation, which may be 
cited as tho Constitution of the International Labour Organisation Instrument of Amend 
ment, 1945 


Article 1 


In the final paragraph . 
words “Constitution of th. 
word "following” 


irticle 2 

1 The following paragiapha shall be substituted for the present paragraph 2 of Article 1 
of the Constitution of the Organisation 

2 The Members of the International Lal>our Organisation shall be the States which were 
Members of the Organisation on 1st November 1945, and such other Stales as may become 
Members in pursuance of the provisions of paragraphs 3 and 4 of this Article 

3 Any original Member of the United Nations and any State admitted to membership of 
the United Nations by a decision of the General Assembly in accordance with the provisions 
of the Charter may become a Member of the International Labour Organisation by communi 
eating to the Director of the .International Labour Office its formal acceptance of the obli 
gations of the Constitution of tho International Labour Organisation 

4 Tho Geneial Conference of the International Labour Organisation may also admit 
Members to the Organisation bv a vote eoncurred in by two thirds of the delegates attending 
the Session including two thirds of the Government delegates present and voting Such 
admission shall take effect on the communication to the Director of the International Labour 
Office by the Government of the new Member of its fuimal acceptance of the obligations of 
the Constitution of the Organisation 

5 No Membei of the International Libour Organ -wlion maj witluhaw from the Orgam 
sation without giving notice of its intent on <i> to do to the Director of the International 
Labour Office Such notice shall tako effect two years after the date of its reception by 
the Director, subject to the Member having at that time fulfilled all financial obligations 
arising out of its membership When a Member has ratified any International Labour Con¬ 
vention such withdrawal shall not affect the continued validity for the period provided for in 
the Convention of all obligations nnsirg thereunder or relating thereto 

6 In the event of any State having ceased to be a Member of the Organisation, its re- 
admission to membership shall be goveimd b\ the provisions of paragraph 3 or paragraph 4 
of this Article as the case may he 


Article 3 

The following shall be substituted for the present text of Article 13 of the Constitution 

° f l^T^i(^International Labour Organisation may make such financial and budgetary arrange¬ 
ments with the United Nations as may appear appropriate 

2 Pending tho conclusion of such arnngements or if at any time no such arrangements 
are in force 

(a) each of the Members -will pay tho travelling and subsistence expenses of its Delegates 
and their advisers and of its Representatives attending the meetings of the Conference or 
the Governing Body, as the case may be, 

(1,) nil the other expenses of the International Labour Office and of the meetings of the 
Conference or Governing Body shall Be paid by the_Ditector of the International Labour 
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(c) the ai rangements for the approval, allocation and collection of budget of the 
International Labour Organisation shall be deteimined by the Conf ,, ^ 

majonty of the votes cast by the delegates present, ind shall piovide for' t PP ‘ 
budget and of the arrangements for tho allocation of expenses imong thu Me e he 

Organisation b\ a committee of Government representatives 


3 The expenses of the International Laboui Oig novation shall be borne bj the Members 
in accordance with the anangemonts in fore, in virtue of patagraph 1 or paragraph 2 (e) of 
this Article 


4 A Membei of the Oigamsation which is in aniars in the payment of its final'll ill con 
tnbution to the Organisation shall have no vote in the Conference in the Governing Body, 
in any Committee or in the elections ot members of the Governing Body, if the amount of 
its arrears equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from it for the preceding 
two full years Tho Conference may, nevertheless permit such a Memboi to voto if it is 
satisfied that the failure to p iv is due to conditions beyond the <ontrol of tj>e Member 


5 The Director of the International Laboui Ofliee shall be responsible to tho Governing 
Bodv for the proper expenditure of the fundB of the International Laboui Organisation 


irticle 4 


The following shall be substituted foi the piesent k\t ot \itide 36 of the Constitution 
of the Organisation — 


Amendments to this Constitution winch aie uloptcd 1>> tho Conference by a majority 
of two thirds ot tho votes cast bv tho delegates present shall take VifFect when 
ratified or accepted by two thirds of the Members of tho Organisation including 
five of this eight Members which are repiesentod on tho Governing Body as 
Members of ohiof industnal impoitancc in accoidance with the piovisiom of 
paragraph 'Z of Article 7 of this Constitution 


Article 5 

Three oopies of this instrument of amendment shill be authenticated by the signature of 
the President of the Conference and of the Director of the International Laliour Office Of 
these copies one shall be deposited in the archives of the International Labour Office, one 
with the Secretary General of the League of Nations, and one with the Secretary General of 
the United Nations The Director will communicate a certified copy of the instrument to 
each of the Members of the International Labour Organisation 


Article 6 

1 The formal ratifications or acceptances of this instrument of amendment shall be 
communicated to the Director of the International labour Office, who shall notify the Mem 
bers of the Organisation of the receipt thereof 

2 This instrument of amendment will come into foice in accordance with the existing 
provisions of Article 36 of the Constitution of the International Labour Organisation If 
the Council of the League of Nations should cease to exist before this instrument has come 
into force, it shall come into force on ratification oi acceptance by three quarters of the 
Members of the Organisation 


3 On the coming into force of this instrument, the amendments set forth herein shall 
take effect as amendments to the Constitution of the International Labour Organisation 


4 °? *i he coming into force of this instrument the Director of the International Labour 
Office shall so notify all the Members of the International Labour Organisation the Secre 
tary General of the United Nations, and all the States having signed the Charter of the 
United Nations . 


The foregoing is the authentic text of the Constitution of the International Labour 
Organisation Instrument of Amendment, 1945, duly adopted by the General Conference of 
the International Labour Organisation on the fifth day of November 1945 m the course nf 
its Twenty seventh Session which was held at Pans 


we have appended our signatures this seventh day of November 
The President of the Conference 


A PARODI 

The delta? Director of the International Labour Office, 
HD WARD J. PHELAN 
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THE RULWAY BUDGET—GENERAH DISCUSSION 


ElKSI Sl\Gh 


Mr President Be ton. the Gtutial discussion ou the iCidwa Budge 
commences, T have to annouiue lo the Hoube the time limit which 1 propose 
to h\ undei Hulc 40 Btloic I bnallv sav th it I fix such and such a time limit, 
I would like to have the views of the House m the matter 1 pioposi to fax 
a time limit ot 15 minutes to in Honour d)U Mi mhei hut this would lie a strict 
tmu limit is wi h.vt in tin cist ol \djoumment Motions l do not propose to 
resti \' to iinsi It tin Jibuti ol .Mending d Ol course., the speeches cun also 
be ot less thin 15 minutes durttion 

Mr M Aaaf All (Delhi General) Let us hope so 

Mr President The Honouiabk Memliei loi Railways who will ieplv will 
he given 41 minutes or more, if lie does so want 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madias Ceded Deducts ind Chittoor 
Non Mull mini idin Rural) I submit ♦hat the spokesman of each of the Parties 
m i\ Ik i Rowed 20 minutes 


Mr President Mull 1 ( ssume (hit th. hist spe ikei who ratelus the eve of 
tin (’ll nr is the spoktsm m ot each Patte 1 

Lt -Col Dr J C Chatterjee (Nominated Nun official) Whit luppens to 
TTnnouiill'll Mi mheis who do not lie long to nm Puts ’ 


Shn Mohan Lai Saksena (Liaknow Dawmi Non Midi mimadan Rural) 
Thu must join some Paifi 

Mr M Asaf All Oi lhe\ must i leai out 

Mr President I, is onlv i c|ueblion ol vci\ few numites We need not take 
up much time ovci this Tlieie m two Puties inti a Gioup md if one spokes- 
m in of i ic h ol tin sc Patties md Gioup nets five minutes moie, it is onl> a 
question of 15 minutes m addition 

Prof N G Ranga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Rural) The 
piiniipil spe ikei should he given 20 minutes 

Mr President Even colluding the icqucst tor hvc minutes moie to the 
spolvi sm m ot (lie Put us it is onh an uhlition ot l!> minutes m ill Tint was 
with uteri me to the point i i me <1 t>\ Di Clnttcijeo 

Prof N G Ranga M,u I m iki one submission 1 Eoinuilv tlieie used to 
be onlv one spe ik to» L ibom and tint was Afi Toski, a iiommated Member and 
lie vv is given spieifie 1 ibom rnoti m and hi vvis illowed <is nineh time as the 
principal speakei of leeognised Puties I hope i sinnlai urangement will be 
irrivnl it in this disc iihsiein ,lso 

Mr President Let us m t how the situation develops ind what time thcie is 
it out disposal Th it means that the House wants that I should reserve to 
mvsell tin lilu 11 \ i I issimiing tbit i pntieulu Member should he given five 
minutes moie as tin spokesman -o f.u is Ins own person oi the Party i& con¬ 
cerned Tn olhii wouls 15 iuimil( Im eieli mdividu d Membei and 20 minutes 
for till spoke s nm e,l_[lu I'nte wlm will hi tin hist pt rson to catch the eve of 
the Cbm 


Sir Mohammad Y&min Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Rural) The 

■q.oki sunn liinisi If will ge t up ind sav he is the chief speaker of the Partv 

Mr President, It nrnv he left to the Partv to settle who is to be the apokes- 


Sir Mohammad Yam in Khan’ I think it should be settled that the spokesman 

should first get up and no other Momber of the Party should first get up 
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Mr President Tin* dilheudv is time is onlv one day allotted lor the general 
discussion ot the Railway Budget, and the bi 0 guns with have no tune to get into 
action However, we will now start with the general discussion 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Sn, I am a small gun and as far as 
possible, 1 propose to limit my speecn to 13 minutes, but it 1 exiced, you will 
take it that 1 aru the spokesman of my Party Sir, 1 expected this ycai that the 
Honourable Membei toi Railways would have announced that tins would be his 
last Hud get His Lieutenant & ml so in the othci House that he was moving 
his list Budget But mv Hon mi ible tiitud may sij tint his lieutenant is l 
supermini ttecl biiviiit 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Railways and War Trans- 

poit) I did snv so 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. 1 am very glad he announced this 

t must ipologme lor iny mm I did not hui him piopcily I am sure the 
Ilonour.iblt Membei m his mignmmiit) w juld liavi said so 1 wot, leally 
wondenng bow t peison ot Ills m'mc did not s iv so 1 un doubly glad to 
hen that he did sav so His heiitenint being i supilanmi ited man had to 
say so m tiie otlnr House, that tins was his list Biulgi t sp< oeli My H aiour- 
able fuend the R.ulw iv Mnnlxi w is not i Government siivant and I want 
him to do something moic He came fiom the Europe in Group 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall No, Sir 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (Finance Member) Youi facts 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Did not the Railway Membei belong 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall No 

bra M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Well, bn, I have read oi a stoiy in 
1 lie I’m mis about 'lusaiihu who did not belong to this eaith not did he belong 
to Ik lun II mv Honourable Jutnd the Railway Member was not a liovern- 
nuin suv mi pievluusly md il he d ies not belong to the Euiope in Group, where 
j,,,,,! ,11,| he i oine ’ Did he drop tlovvn fiom heivens > 1 know the interest 
ot tins! two _ionps, the non offn nil Europeans and the Government are identi- 
< d The \ in both brotlnrs m mtciest Thev sit side bv side Th it is ill 
I know Mini I ivpul of them is to implement what he said He &ud that 
this would Ih 1ms list Budget md it ought not to be tint he simply changes 
plans with \li (irilliths and Mi Griffiths comes m his place It may not be 
Mr Gufhtlis it may be some othei European gentleman who will drop from 
Eng’ mil 1 do wmt lmn to implement the assurance that an Indian will hold 
this portfolio ne\t Yesterday the Pnme Minister of England announced that 
he would be sending three Members of the British Cabinet—Lad Pethick 
Lawrence Secietarv of State for Tndia, Sir Stafford Cnpps President of the 
Board of Trade ind Mr \lbeit Alexander, First Lord of the Admirdty T 
wish these gentlemen all success Before they proceed with their business, 

T do want them to announce that within a year or within a shorter period 
India will lap free So far as the mteiml management is concerned, a Constitu 
tent \sscmblv will be brought into existence to decide as to what hunt of 
constitution should be framed foi Tndia 

Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadan Urban) 
Talk of i ulwavs 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar I am coining tc Railways M\ Honour 
abli 'mud evidently forgets ih it is the held is the principal poition it tin 
bodv md )l the held functions well then ather portions of tin body will 
Automata ilh lemnni lit Likewise, if the Government is transferee! to Tndnns 
the rnilwavs will get automatically transferred to us Because the tip offices 
are m the hands of Europeans, so vailwavs are still in their hands T hope my 
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[Sri M Autinlhusiytuidm Ayyangai J 
Honourable friend lias got as sound and big a heart as his btature is and I hope 
this will bo icallj his last Budget Last yeai, he asked us to be proud of 
rail wavs because they iu oui assets, the railways belong to India cent per 
cent and that tluv uc operated 99J pei cent by Indians Last year, he told 
us that onh, j pci edit are Luiopeans and that share also would be handed 
over to us soon 1 mi sure, it it were completely m his own hands, he would 
hive doiu bo Whit is the situation now' Is theie a single Indian Member 
on the Hallway Board / How can we solve this problem of top-heavy administra¬ 
tion if Ilailway Board is not lndiamsed? Why is it nob possible to Indiauise 
the Kailway Board completely/ Is there a single Indian General Manager 
on any Hallway/ Of course, my Honourable fiiend 01 his lieutenants behind 
him would jump up and say, there is a single Indian General Manager But 
he is a superannuated otheei Bailing that single case, is there any other 
Indian General Manager ? Every Ghiei Engineei is a European, all hea,.ds of 
Departments are Europeans Persons in charge of workshops are Europeans, 
the head is European, the nerve cenlie is European, and as I said last year, 
possibly the extremities are Indians Am 1 to be proud of such a state ot 
affairs > The centre and the extienuties aie linked m this administration and 
unless the Centre is changed, the cvtieinities aKo will not get changed My 
Honourable friend seems like asking me to run the wagon without coupling it 
to the engine Unless the engine draws the wagon, it will not mo\e They 
are ell so intimately connected with each other Therefore, my first and fore* 
most duty to this House and to my constituency is to see that the management 
of i always is handed over to Indian hands as euly as possible That is the 
relevancy of mv remarks till now 

Let me now turn to the laihvav idmmistration during the past year I 
am not at all satisfied with the fact that we have still to look to the Europeans 
for carrying on the administration of this railway asset which belongs to us. 
The entire continent of India belongs to us God has given us this country II 
is being ruled bv the white man That is the asset of which I am to be 
proud, as also to be ruled by him and to be managed by him—it is a disgrace 
If I ask you to quit tomorrow and even if there should be a declaration that 
you will quit or the entire administration should be given to us, I will have 
to be helpless and will stand before European gentlemen here asking them 
to manage our assets That is the training that you have given us Have 
you not been able to find one single Indian to be in charge of the administration 
of railways as General Manager’ And no one has been found who is com- 
patent enough to fill a place in the Railway Board, that is the position Here¬ 
after what will happen is that even though Government hind over the admi¬ 
nistration to us there will be a white European at every important post to see 
that we do not interfere The property mav be mine but the enjoyment is 
theirs 

Now let me come to this Budget I find that m> Honourable friend has 
becomo war-wearv The Budget shows traces of weariness There is neither 
policy nor programme in this Budget I want not only Indiamsation of per¬ 
sonnel, I want Indiamsation of machinery also All important machinery is 
today imported, and not today only but it has been so for some generations 
My grandson also will have the pleasure of riding m a train drawn by an 
English or an American steam engine For long years to come this country 
will not be able to manufacture its own engines I expected a fuller report 
from the Honourable Member as to what progress is being made with respect 
to the manufacture of locomotives in this country Kanchrapara was discovered 
after 150 years of British rule in this country as a fit place for putting op a 
manufactury What further steps have been taken? In the speech of the 
Honourable Member covering 20 pages, one line has been devoted to Knebra* 
para Have estimates been prepared? Have experts been brought in? How 
many years will it take before the first engine is manufactured here? What 
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is, the approximate cost? What is the average number of steam engines that 
we want in this country? What is the capacity of this Kanohrapara? The 
entire thing is in darkuebs, we Juiow nothing about it And, therefore, though 
£he thiee estimable gentlemen who are coming from England should imme¬ 
diately tell us to take charge of this administration from tomorrow and India 
is free, Twill have to fall at the feet of my Honourable fnend and request him 
to continue here so that for some yeais to come we may have engines from hia 
hands Is that a pioper state ot atfans? Is that the kind of management of 
wind 1 should bo proud? 

I lien, bir, during the war a number of these factories have been turned 
our to the production of war materials So they will hereafter either have 
to he e losod or switched on to peace-time jobs The Honourable Member’s 
spteeli contains no assuiance—and we want that assurance—that with respect 
to other smaller needs and for every single item of manufacture we will be self- 
bulhtu nt and will not h i\c to go to foreign countries That is one way in which' 
tin tliotibinds ot employees v\Ii» have been employed during the war and 
who \ jII have to go luck helpless may be re employed in this country I am 
obliged to nu Honourable friend for having stated to us that he doeB not 
wint to mdis< rnmimtclv send iwav the labour employed during the war 
Though thi Inborn font his increased by some lakhs he has disbanded only 
eight thous ind now uid lie proposes to disband only some thousands more T 
am obliged to him but it should not be at the cost of efficiency There mav 
be too manv men in a particular job and money may be wasted on them But 
if \ou give them skilled employment, make them skilled workers, start further 
industries in this country and employ these men on these industries, it will 
not be a wastage But if, on the other hand, you make a gift of my money— 
the third class passengers’ money—and then feed a number of people without 
anv employment I say th it is not the way to tackle this problem My 
Honourable friend, Mr Guruswami, will not be satisfied with this kind of 
subsidy to labour He would like these labourers to work heart and soul for 
this country, work with the greatest enthusiasm and earn their living instead 
of depending on bounties That is so far os the Indianisation of machinery is 
concerned 

Let me now come to the operative portion of this The war has exhausted 
the nerves of many people I am sure the Honourable the Railway Member 
must have suffered too and has grown older during these five years of war He 
might naturally expect some relaxation and younger people more interested m 
this country will certainly take charge But m the meanwhile has he suggested 
any modes of ecouoiny" The first requisite for running and operation is coal 
Was it not open to him to have acquired a number of coalfields wherefrom coal 
could be extracted and the railway administration could be self-sufficient m 
coal? I find that 20 million tons of coal are produced in the various collieries 
of this country and 14 million tons per year were produced m 1944-45 m the 
Indiar States,—that is about 40 million tons in all Our railway needs are 
of the order of 9 million tons a year, whereaB from our own railway collieries 
we produce 2J million tons, leaving us a deficit of 6J million tons of coal every 
year So a number of other collieries could have been purchased and worked. 
There is no programme whatever My Honourable fnend refers to it and 
says that for want of coal a number of things have to be sent along the sea 
route Ts there any programme about taking charge of coastal shipping also’ 
I thought there would be a general programme, m the same way as he evolved 
a programme last year about controlling road transport for the purpose of co¬ 
ordination on one side and better services on the other There was n rate war 
some time ago among the coastal ships themselves and between the railway 
companies and coastal ships It is much cheaper for goods to be carried from 
Bombay to Calcutta along the sea rather than by rail 
Hononrable Sit Idward BenthaU Not now 
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Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. I mi glad to have that information 
i’ossMi y the L ni utta men hauls ot l iif i lass to wlmli my Uanouiablt hiend 
belongs may have impressed upon him that the diiferenee should be removed 
jjufc theie aie other merchants stiuggling in this country and theie are ‘20,000 
odd railway goods iate s which have not been settled It is no good safrmg theie 
aie a number rd pioblems J’vuy one ol us—though we have no department d 
expeneiicc—knows tint these pioblems are theie What has iny Honourabit 
iiitiul I uitiihutnl t<> till solution ot these pioblems dining the year? This is 

m iiiiiimisti .. tint In ins pi iced betoic us hgiwng us an idea ot 

uh ii he did last year and what he proposes to do next yeai Possibly lie 
thinks tint n is no longi i Ins business to tike iliaige ot this administration 
mil, tin it ion In Ins not sii.gtsted wavs and nifans 1 expected a m >io radie il 

Mr President The Ilnuouiable Membei mav remembei his time limit 
I'ntii is haitllv a inmiiti in it 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May 1 have hve minutes 
Mr President. I have no objection but according to the ariangement 
arrived at, if he takes even one minute more he will be tieated as the spokes 
man of the lknty 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar I do not mind With the peimissmn 
ot my Leader I will speak for another five minutes 

Now I will proceed to the othei matters I only took eoal as an nistsnc 
to show that with the pmchuse ot some collniies we < mild in ike the i nlwav 
administration self sufficient 

There are some other nialteis also in which ei ononiy could b» uhnvid 
without much of intonvimcnce to the lab mi eniploved The am il. m mini 
of various systems of administration tnd their regrouping wis expected i lmi_ 
tune ago, but it has still to come 'I hough mi'ilgamition h is been t like 1 m 
it hat. not yet been done, and we are in the some old si tgc when the companies 
minaged these admmistiations and railwavs 

I do not want to talk about telieiichment now bectusc we aie not settled 
is to how retrenchment will affect the lailwavs and how many hundreds md 
thousands of men will be thrown out of emplovnicnt Sn, more thin as i 
business concent now that this asset belongs to •this eountiv I mi anxious 
about its service aspect lathei than is \ commercial tone cm 1 would s ly that 
left to mvself, the taxpivet in this country ought not to expect i single pi 
from the railway administration for the purpose of the general revemn s f im 
opposed to it Theie is no doubt that there is a debt of 800 crores for this 
asset but foi that debt inteiesl is pud from the revemn s Mote than thv£ whv 
should we expect a pie 9 The genera] taxpayer need not tike anything at thi 
cost of tin thud <liss ptesencrer and at the cost of the various imenities But 
the gmenl tixpnei is taking five ocaes T et flnt he stonpirl let this he i 
perfectly useful servu e ind let not laboui be withdrawn 

As regurls c-iteiing, so far as amenities ire concerned there must be a 
definite pimxrxmme as to bow vou in improve the amenities at the stations 
Yesfndiv dm in. question time we referred to soda water Soda water is not 
the c.nlv thing "Refreshments should he i vail able tliioughout the rnlwav 
system On the AT S AI R ulw u ind South Tndnn Railwav thev have got 
their own eateiing nmngements T have been suggesting in season and ont^of 
lsn " ' ttennf must he taken nnl hv the Rnlwav Denartment Thai 

-hoi in he done 'hirine the centsp of this venr 

Then, Sir T come to the last point Rail load oo ordination Rail road co¬ 
ot I.. .I. n was not well meant ATx feeling ,s that it is a halfhearted measure 
jo 1 - 1,1 loiv to the Thovmees md thev have unnle sources of revenue fu 
due eouise we are going to have provincial autonomy, so don’t take away that 
gor,<| sum co of income from the Provinces If you want to avoid tipfajr and 
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undue competition entu into aiiangements with the Provinces Let the Pro¬ 
vinces take over the miming of buses If the flounces have not got the 
funds, let the Centud C.ovurunent take it up, but what the Honourable Mem 
ber is doing is wiong—he w mts cjinpanies to manage this He belongs to the 
old school, he foigels th it m Ins own country there is a change flora the < apitahs- 
tic system to the socialist regime He peisists m the old mcntihty that only 
a puvate company can manage and not the State I think the State should 
be able to do this miu h betlei because pioht is not its motive I am not in 
igieement with the lad load piogiaimne in the way m which he is t'ickling ii 
he is giving iw iy the management to private companies who w 11 corm th re 
to 'oot the public 

Lastly, as legaids luountmg, I hml even to this day we have got a load 
ot S00 croies of debt over the Hallways There is a load of debt, the assets 
am ml 

My Honourable fnend piomised four years ago to enquire os to what our 
assets are There is no a< count T vsill be surpused if my Honourable fnend 
can show what is the piesent \ due of our assets If I sav it is ml or minus 
mv Honoui ihle friend has no onthoutv to h illenge That is the way in which 
it has been managed A committee was appomted but it was not given sufficient 
nntenal 

Undei those ciu umstanees I uspectfullv subnut th it the nnnsgement of 
Railwovs list \ear w is not gciod and that the Honouiable M< mber has placed 
before us an insipid Budget with no policy and no piogrammc Possible it is 
so la ( itisc im Honourable friend is thinking of retirement—I do not w mt t> 
sn\ mv thing at pi i sent, it he is retiring then I will culogi/e him and T will 
wan loi that nppuitimitv Till then T have only to say that he has not < ontrl- 
hul < 1 to tin mipiovement of thi6 very valuable asset and his administration 
Inis not shown in indie itinn that dining the past vear it was mamged to our 
ulv uitagi oi dining the succeeding vear there is mv thing going to be done to 

Sir Mohammad Yamln Khan. This is the fiist time aftei 1940 that I have 
si i ii sriili i _duom\ Budget presented m this House Me had a progiessivi 
IIK1C.SC dining tin I i-l lire veils md now I tll'lik th.it loscph s prophesy of 
loan ye. i- swallowing the fat years’ is going to be fulfilled This year T find 
a stei ji Mil "I IN H 11 on. m i ulway ti tftie nccipts This meins that all 
of i -ml l< n w. m In in tned with not only i big cut m the levenm but 
also tbit iis.tii lun.I- ahull we hid dev t loped uid we had built t> the tune 
of li 1 1 iitv -i mu ii in- mil toitv < lglit lakhs are going to be i educed to 
somewheie like IT uoics of rupees next year If seven crores of lupees out of 
these 17 nous of iupecs ,ue taken out fot Bitteuumt, then it means that 
the .Reserve Fund will stand it 10 crores of nipees, nisteid of 17 (tori'- cf 
rupees This is tlr> position which the House must tike notice of immediately 
Om tin mci.tl position i* going to be deteiorated in this manner the total traffic 
receipts foi tilt ciurcnt ^ear are expected to teach tile figure of Rs 225 crores, 
but it is n omg to be teduced to R^l.177 ciores timing 1946 47 If this down- 
watd tendency goes on, \nol> ibly .aulffihve yetrs wc will find our- lvi s where 
we weie n 1939, i e , Rs 100 ciores If u g 0 down so much, 1 think, the 
Railways will not be ible to manage their position 

■si I find tint sunn mu s the R llw iv Bund and thi Bov i mm ut link 
conn utmemts on beh llf ot Rulvvav. which hive f ii mulling fiiiimial i m-i- 
quenc* s without consulting iven the Standing Finance Committee T notnel 
this list von wlun m item of i few lakhs of nipees w is included m ill 
Railway Buil'tt winch was not properly exp’lined to the Standing hi mu 
Committee li w is not c-plained to the Standing Finance Committee thit 
that sum was pi ivuhd fm the- pure hise of motor lorries The Standing Fmaii' i 
Committee in the -hurt time which they had to discuss this mattei thought 
that it was only l slim of nipees 82 lakhs but it was ultimately brow lit tip 
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the notice ot this House that the Government did not intend to spend these 
82 lakhs ot lupees on railroad co oidmation, but lime was another sum which 
was provided ioi which had upvu been explained to the Standing Finance Com¬ 
mittee Wi him found tint some time a new itun is put into the Budget the 
lull unpin atioiis ot whuh ate not explained to Ihe Standing Finance Committee 
J Hunk that ill the new items should be brought to tin notice ot the Standing 
Fimnu Committee who bhould give their verdict iltii fully examining the 
vaiious aspects of the question and aftei satisfying themselves that it would 
be beneficial to public interests This was not done last ^ear, and this made 
the position of the House very difficult On the one hand, the House was faced 
with the position that it had voted for an amount which was nevei explained 
to them, and on the other hand the House had lejected i policy which they 
thought was not in the best interests of the people of this countiy I do not 
want to go into details of the Rail-road scheme today because we are going to 
discuss this matter on some other occasion, but I will onlv warn the Railway 
Board that no financial commitments should be made before the Standing 
Finance Committee is given an oppoitumtv to examine it The Standing Finance 
Committee is there foi this very purpose it is the watchdog on behalf of this 
House and if such matte! s are not brought before this Committee I think 
justice is not done to this House This must b< done m future T think that 
it is time that a committee, whether it be Ihe Standing Finance Committee or 
a new nil hoc committee, should go into thp whole finances of the railways 
and they must put up before the House a scheme how to save the railways from 
deteriorating financially as is forecast bv the Budget presenttd to the House 
I shall make several other comments on the Bndeet T leave the financial 
aspect on one side 

The Honourable Member has said that there are many coaches in the 
possession of the in Utary, but he has not mentioned clearly where these coaches 
are, whether m India oi outside India That ought to have been explained In 
his speech 

Then, Sir, the next point is (hat now tin* the war is ovei f find that the 
U 8 A are not going to supply wagons to us on lease and lend terms Then 
whv should not an industry be developed in this country to make all the w r agons 
instead of importing wagons from outsidr If the U * S \ are not going to 
provide then all the orders which have been placed on firms outside India should 
be cancelled by the Railway Board and the peoph who will become unemployed 
should be given employment by this means with o pi opi r Industry to he put up 
on behalf of the railways 

The Honourable Member says, he has to impoit a coil am numher of railway 
engines till such time the plant is put up htio and w< start building our own 
engines But he has not explained to this House—I would ask the 
indulgence of the Honourable Member to listen to these points rather than 
talk to individuil Members—when these plants for making railway engines 
will be m full swing in this country The House wants to know how far this 
scheme has progressed, where he want* to put up this plant and when the first 
engines of the Broad gauge will be manufactured In this country I think this 
ought to be fully explained 

There is one other point The Honourable Member says—of which he gives 
an indication—that many railway employees will be sacked and their places 
filled by ex-servicemen T do not know why ex-servicemen should be given 
priority over the lailwiy servants who did good work during very hard times 
when the railways were working under high pressure and the Honourable 
Member had been paving compliments to them But yet he now wants that 
after their work has been done they are no longer required, but some other 
people wlio have been rendering duties elsewhere should be brought in their 
places 
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Lliib polio,) is, to my mind, not just and I do not think that the Honourable 
Munbei is justified m .idopting a policy ot throwing out his own servants and 
m dung room foi otlius to loiru. m ihe Honourable Member has hinted that 
time will bo aUoinatni. employmont iol tlio lailwuymen What are those 
alternative employ mints ’ Ht ought to line explained that to the House 
When he has not done it, may 1 ask him wlirthti it is light to bud out an 
alternative employment toi the railway people, 01 is it bettei to find out these 
alternative employment foi the rar-sei vicemt u whom he wants to bring uv 
here and the railwaymen aie asked to make room for them 0 

The Honourable Membei lias made one remark that nobody in this House 
wdl like that the prices of coal should go down so as to become uneconomic 
I think the Honpm ible Membei lus probably received some kind of inspiration 
from those companies or manage is of those companies who cannot run their 
business on a competitive bisis oi who cannot manage their own affairs I 
think the prices should come down and everybody should be given an opportunity 
to i ompele with the big firms and the big firms should not be allowed to make 
verv huge profits while the pool people m3 smaller companies who are willing 
to woik mines on smaller piofits should be given full chance If the high 
prices are kept, then the big companies will be making huge profits and this 
whole anxiety appears to mo to be for the protection of big interests and not 
foi the benefit of the country I do not think any trade cm live or carry on 
for even a venr if it is not making any kind of profit, but it is probable thatr 
the Honourable Member has been satisfied by the representations ot those 
people who approached him They may not like to have smaller profits but 
thev want big profits while the others are contented with smaller profits, and 
why should they not be given a chance 

Another point In the case of priorities I find a great deal of discontent 
prevailing m this country There are manv trades which want priority and 
rtiey are not given it Foi instance, 1 understand, but other Members will 
probably speak with grentu knowledge on this, that the hide trade is suffering 
a great deul They are not having puoritv for the movement of their goods 
and their business is suffering a lot In Fero/abad m the Agrv district the big 
industry of bangles and glussware is not getting the proper quota and that 
business is at a standstill There are manv other trades which are suffering in 
this respect [ sa\ that wheiever there is a big concern of cottage industries, 
they should be given an opportunity to export their goods in order to make 
some amount of money for themselves The Honourable Member will realise 
that it is going to be the policy of India that eottxge industries should be 
encouraged as much as possible and they can nevei get any encouragement if 
they do not have propei facilities for the traffic of their goods Thur goods must 
go prior to the goods of the mills Therefore, I think, Sir that all these 
factories must receive consideration of the Railway Board 

On the Rail-road question, which comes very prominently into this matter 
and to which my Honourable fnend, Mr Ayyangar has referred to, there will be 
a greater detailed discussion later on 

I have put these points bueflv which I hid to make on a general discussion 
There is one more point I find that the Honourable Member has put in as a 
basis that all those improvements which are not remunerative, and are not 
earning anything, should be debited to revenues and should not be considered 
as capital expenditure T agree with this policy and I think that all those 
concerns which bring no income should be charged to revenue rather than 
capital But the Honourable Member has been postponing for a long time 
the improvements on railway stations where there is much room for improve¬ 
ments and which have been presstd for Many schemes have been accepted 
and if our revenues are going to drop by Rs 48 crores in the next vear and we 
have no solution in the current vear, then all of a sudden all these improvements 
will have to be stopped because we will have to cut our coat according to the 
cloth I have a glaring case m mind I hope the House will excuse me and 
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will uot think that it is because oi my pitiiotism hn my city that 1 am mention 
mg it l June piessed toi this case u>i a veiy lung time Theie exist in Meeiui 
two railway stations, one tilled tin Cantonment Islation and the other called 
the City btution 1’iobubly tue tiafhc 111 the C lty station is about eight or 
ten times inoie than the tralhc m the Cantonment st diou and it is al60 thi 
teiiriniiis of the E ist Indian Kiihvay The whole of the Cantonment station 
is in\t ml, wIn11 as the Cit\ station is ill open In the hot weuthei and dunng 
inns tin pass, u_,« is sultci gicat me omen ence I hey have to get into and 
get out oi ti mis m tin iiouuiig inn uid ilso to moss horn one platform to 
mot lit i in tin inn I Ins has bicii hi ought to tac notice ot the Government 
lot i \ ( i\ ion, nine nid the nnttei liis hi en postponed because the mateiial 
mis j j i it n ii) ilil Did (luring li in veils it vv is pleach d that money was not 
avail oh Jin I h.iioiu ihlc Mcinbc i thinks lint lailvviv income is going d >\m 

bin I thiin li i mu is i i it tliev do not piovnli piopn f n ilities md piopn 

eomenii uees to tin li im Inn, public The tiivilling public should be pm 
vided with those amenities vvhieh ue necess.uv ioi it ti id mg them to the railway 
st Cion W lull IS ill Ml nut (\U\ (1 IV tile plssemgei ti ilia is lit tween ten 
Ihaihind t) twelve t lous.md time is urgent need tint tire vvhoh pli.'oiii 
should be eoveiul and tlie pissage eonnediiig the two jilatioims should i'so 
he coveted is Ins b in Inn on Moi idalnd st ttion Hmillv station md other 
stations on the 1 ist Indim It ulvv iv Me nut, is one ot the seven lug ntus 
of the United Provinces It is untoitun ite that tliev have not coveted the tVc 
platform simplv bei mse thne exists the Cmtonment Station three mill s . ' i\ 

Sn the'e ue die obsciv ilicns that I ln\e to submit foi lh Honour ihle 

Membei s attention end I have done 

Mr P J Griffiths (\ssmt Emope m) Mi President m i ti nMtion 

period like the piesent, vvlien mu thoughts on most sublets m (olonied md 
sometimes distorted bv emotion, it is sometimes dittv ult in om d( Intis In n 
to pieseive the propei balance between the past md the futme Sum a in 
are piono to dwell exclusive!} on the achievements oi the lailmcs ol tin pi-i 
while others become wholly absorbed in then hopes .md fe us lot the tumi 
When, hovvevei, we come to tied wrtli the piosue subject ot lailw iy fiuaiiie, 
it should lx possible to tscn))e from this emotional atmosphen md to ippiouh 
the pioblims eoneeincd m the suno spin! is slnteholdeis ol i gieit ti uling 
concern, mttiisted alike in past policy as well ns in "future pmposals We ,ue 
entitled to begin by (oiisidcung what his been done bv the Dneitois We ue 
entitled to iss< ss the vvoik and the policy of the Geneial M ungci—md lieu* 
I mft\ m ike it clear at the outset that m my new our Geneial Manager, the 
Honourable Mi inbei foi Pnlwavs and W.ii Tiansjimt has done us extremely 
well And then lining mnsidned past lesults, we m i ntitlul, inch (d w< ue 
bound, equally to (onsidei 1 lie i>lans and policies loi the futme 

We ought peih.ips to begin by lemcmbeiing that budgeting foi tin kind of 

era on which v\i me now’ lboiit to emb.uk is a peculnrlv difbrult proicsg Tt 

Is fairly easy to budget foi a period of wartime expansion Tf vou ovei estimate, 
there is not much haini done, because you make up for it in the following 
year ff you under estimate, that is not illowed to hive i cramping effeet 
upon national activities, because m tune of war “the sky is the limit” Tn the 
period on which we aie now enteung m entirelv different set ol eonsida.ations 
will piev ul It will be a pc nod of lelativp eonti.iction and in such i period 
not onh is budgeting di/biiilt but incurred budgeting ruav be extierncly 
serious Tn sudi i period, if vou overestimate vou nu m tor trouble, while 
you imdei estimate, vou are going m for unnecessary cmtmlmcnt vou aie 
doing what mnv lesnlt in (lainjiing the generil development of the n itionnl 
economy 

\t t’ae bigmiini" of i poriol ot tins kind it is but n.ht that we should try 
I > 1 "ke stock if om position We should ask ourselves what the stiength of 
Hh tailwavs redly is To pul it in anothei wav, if lean years be ahead ns they 
well m iy, have we enough fat on which to live’ 
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L want to examine bnetty the strength ol the position ol the Midways hom 
tour difleicnt aspects l’ir-,t, 1 want to toiisidei its physic il and mtctiamcul 
Strength Secondly, 1 want to examine its hmuuial stiength Thirdtv, L 
want to touch brktiy cm its degree ol advancement with its post w u plans 
And fouithly it tune pc units, J want lo examine its stiength on the I ibom 
front 

Let us hist take its physical mil mechanic il stiength Him \\» , toi 
example, enough engines, enough w egons, < nougli coaching stock, to supply 
the needs of post wai IikIi.h^ When we come to the question ot engines it is 
worth unit mbenng that tlu Wtdgcwooel ( onmntHc came to tlie < on lusion 
that the limnhci ot engines v\ is slightly I'ctssive But f think most ot us 
agree that wc wcie, in fact, actuated b> a \et\ iimrow conception of economy 
it that lime, i coiiLcption ot ctonomv which u suited in fai too high i prop a 
tion of old engines Engines m one respect aic like the members ot my late 
service n dots not p iv to weak them limit then i~> yens If you do there is 
a rautked tailing off m then cthi lcncy bo wc have the position tod i\ that a 
laige pioportion—I think it is 20 pu cent- ot om engines lnue outlived 
their propel time We have, therefoie, to discount veiy m uoiislv flu apparent 
mercMse m the tiumbet of Ino ul gaugt engines (lcuii 7,200 bctuie the vai to 

8,500 now I think a fair estimate <>t I lie engine posiuou woulel he mat m 

view of the tact that India is now starting to mike bio id gauge engines, the 
stock should he just about adcquilc, hill no mote L’lovieled the most rapid 
possible development is given to fnclim engine pioduction, we c m expect to 
have, enough lot om loquiieniuits 

When l turn to wagons I find i somcwlnt similai position tleie you have 
m ippnrent meicnse ot 25 pei e e nt oxei the piewai position Hut ignn vou 
hive to lemembet that 11 pei cent of om w igons tie ovci toitv ><urs old inel 
you hive> to lenicmbu too Hint even hefoii the w >r, dining eeitiin seasons of 
the yen the wagon position was vei\ tight It is vei> cle ir, theietoie, that a 
very heavv task lies ahead ot mdustty m this countiy, it the produetion of 

wagons is tc> he ktpt ip to the lcumrcincnts o( the countrv 

When wc turn to coaching stock, it is quite cleai that i great t isk still lies 
ahead of this countrv but it is a task which should not b«. be'oml our povveis 
as the men and mateuals and ill the otlici lcquisitfs become gi educvlU ivad 
able And so T suggest tTiat under the fiisfc he id, the physical ind mechanical 
strength of tin Iliilw iva fur summing up would be that the position et the 
end of a great wai is nob altogethci misitistnctoiv, piovided \u hive i vigoio'ts 
produe lion piogi mmn 

T turn now to the Imuuiil position Whit is the hn.imml stiength of the 
railways Hue L was slightly disturbed it the suggestion of my Honourable 
friend, tin Membei foi W u 'tiansport Hut m the next wai theie ne going 
to he what lie e died “plethoric monox conditions I feel some diffidence m 
joining issue with him on this mnttu firstly, because T e innofc claim his vast 
business experience and secondly, beciuse I mi probably the one IMennber of 
this House, who makes no olum to ho in expcifc economist But in spite of 
that, there no rutnn tutors, which even > layman can obseive and T think 
the most potent of those fictois is lit it Ooveinmpnt is tlie greatest spending 
agency m this countiv today and Government expenditure is, we hope, coming 
down rapidly If it does not, ceitamh in shall have a lot to say about it m 
the discussions cm the Goneiil Budget It is leasonable to expect a very 
considerable reduction m the scale of Goveinmcnt expendituie and that reduction 
is very likely to have ’ts effect on the whole economy of the country and to mitue e 
j a si tokening ot the general tempo That in turn is bound f o mean for 

PM railways a penod of relative contraction What is ‘our strength’ and 
what a^e our lesonrces nt the beginning of such a period 9 I cannot go into cur 
resources in detail But, speaking roughly, the depreciation fund, the resources 
fund anel tlie betteiment. fund taken together, will amount next year to about 
Rs 130 crores How does tbit compaie with Government’s requirements for 
post-war plans? When Su L P Misn worked out some of these plans some 
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time ago—and I must incidentally say that in doing sc he exhibited gieat 
hreadth of vision and imagination—when he worked them out, he arrived at 
n programme of Rs 319 crores for a penod of, 1 think, seven yearb, of which 
Rs 125 crores were to tome from the depreciation fund When my former 
colleague, Sir Frederick James, dealt with this subject two vearb ago he 
estimated that by the end of this financial yeai we should have Its 150 crores 
in our various reserves That figure, he felt, would be by no means too much 
Today we have not Its 150 crores, but Its 130 crores The figure is by no 
means too high There is no cause whatsoever, for us to feel complucent or 
to flunk because we have Its 130 croies in our pocketb, everything is well In 
our view, that figure, if anything, is somewhat on the low side At the same 
time we recognise that they could not be helped We recognise—and here 1 
disagice with mv old fmnd Mr Auanthasayauam Ayy mgai—that it is 
important that the Railways should go on pacing their eontiibution to general 
revenues That contribution seems to us to be an mtegial ami irreplaceable 
part of the general financial system of this country So our conclusion on this 
point, the financial strength ot the railways, is that our stew aids, the Railway 
Board, have wisely husbanded their resources during the wai, but thvt what 
we have now in hand is nevertheless by no means excessive 

I come to my third point, namely, how far are we advanced m our post¬ 
war plans’ I think I can say stiaightaway that, in my view, the lailvvuys hive 
done better in this respect than most of the otliei Departments Then plans 
are more advanced, they are less airy and they show a gre itei ipprcciution of 
the necessary correlation between planning and fan mce It ^eeins to me tout 
there aie three questions which we need to ask with regard to any post wai 
planning First of all, is it u plan and not just an aspiration, secondly, is it 
related to leality, and thirdly is the money available for it’ In the Railway 
splieie we know theie ire many individual plans Have they come to a stage 
of a co-ordinated, comprehensive scheme? Do we know what the time table 
is going to be, or within how many yc us the various stages m the plan are 
going to be reached? 

We know, for example, that five thousand miles of lailvvay ire to be re¬ 
constructed or constructed Do we know how long thm is expected to take 7 
Then, there is the question of coaching stock Wc realise that coaching stock 
cannot be produced in a minute and we are grateful to the Honourable the 
War Transport Member foi hib vvirnmg that, he has not got a magic wand by 
■which he coul4 produce the coaching stock overnight We know lie has not 
that magic wand But, from past experience of Government, we vie anxious 
to make certain that the plans for the production of coaching stock do not 
remti-i mere notes oil hies Eflect must be given to them Them is often 
a diffeience between i note on a Government file and the translation of that 
note into action We want from the Honourable Membci, it it is 
possible, some kind of a statement as to his <omiccted time 
schedule We were much heartened by a reference in another place, 
a leference which seemed to me to import an unusual touch of 
reality, a reference by the Chief Commissioner to ihe necessity of bearing in 
mmd construction capacity before embarking upon plans I agree entirely 
with the Chief Commissioner As he puts it is wrong and financially wasteful 
if railways undertake woil* beyond their spending capacity Wc should like 
the Honourable the War Transport Member m his reply, to give us some idea 
of his estimate of the spending and construction capacity, if that is possible 
at this stage, and to assure us that this correlation is going to be one* of the 
dominant features in dealing with these plans which at present exist meiely 
on paper 

In the sphere of planning we fully endorse the proposals for improved third 
class coaches India’s third class traffic has, I think, served her well in the 
past, it provided cheap transport for a poor people But it will not do fo- the 
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future—it is not in line with modern standards We cannot continue to tole¬ 
rate the herding of men in carnages like cattle I thereiore welcome tbe obser¬ 
vation of the Honourable the W ir Transport Member that this matter of third 
class accommodation is going to leceive special priority and that carnages will 
be provided in which people can travel like human beings We trust the pro¬ 
gramme will be implemented as speadily as possible 

Apart ho* 1 tins post war plans, howevei, there arc things which could be 
done even now We know that coach building is not easy We know you 
cannot build co .ches overnight or e\en within a month But many other 
things can be done and pci haps toremost amongst them is the tabk of getting 
carnages cleam >1 At present many of the carnages on many of the lines are 
a disgrace, and I speak not only of the third class but of the first-class carriages 
I do not kno>v wl^thei any ot my Honourable fnends have had the unfoitu- 
nate expeuence of travelling on that pait of the B & A Bailway which goes 
through Assam If they have they will know that it is very nearly impossible 
to go into the lavatoueb, because they stink and they will know that too little 
has been done to put carriages into a reasonably useful condition I am 
anxious—and I am quite certain that the Honourable the War Transport 
Member will agree with me—that the excuse ot the war shall not continue to 
be given for all time to come Many people have been glad of the war as an 
ext list ioi not doing tins 01 not doing that I hope this excuse will not in 
the eplieio of idilw rys be illowed to continue indchmtelv Incidentally when 
I talk of carnages, I have always understood that the Honourable the War 
Transport Member is particularly interested m ticketless travellers He might 
like to know that during the past two years on certain railways there is a fresh 
class of ticketless travellers, I mean the cockroaches which i**fest the 
carnages by night 

It is an unpleasant expeuence to be in company with some ot these parti¬ 
cularly unpleasant ticketless travellers I do hope, therefore, that the War 
Transport Member will impiess on everyone the need for lemedying this 
There is much which can be done now 

There is one other thing that could be done Something should be done to 
prevent the n»u! rush into the carnages which takes place at all large stations 
today It i > 'a temble sight to see the stampede to get inside It does 
not follow that because there is only one tram a stampede is necessary Even 
if you have, for the time being, to put three tram loads of people into one 
tram, cannot something be done to control the method of getting into that 
tram? Is it impossible m this country for the railway authorities to start the 
queue habit? If it could be siarted, apart fioin, its being a protection to life 
and limb, it would save as a lesson of great aocirl value m other parts of the 
country I hope my Honourable friend the War Transport Member will pay 
some attention to this 

Then there is the fourth point, namely, the labour front Heie tbeie are 
two separate questions The first is the question of the numbcis to be 
employed, and the second is the rates of pay to be given So far as fhe 
numbers to be employed are concerned, we are m general agreement with the 
policy which is being followed, namely, the policy of avoiding retrenchment 
wherever possible We quite agree that m a matter of this kind \ oil cannot 
aplpy the crude < ommercial test Wc cannot say that because we do not 
need these men, they must go Every possible attempt should be made—and I 
believe it is being made—to see that these men are absorbed We should 
however like information as to the way in which these men are being absorbed 
Are they being given economically productive work or just being found jobs? 
Is fheir emplovment considered a good business proposition, or is it just what 
might almost be callejJ chanty "necessary if you like, but chanty”? Our own 
view is that given proper organisation, rehabilitation together with tbe per¬ 
formance of many jobs that are hanging fire, should make it possible to absorb 
practically all these men, indeed I might say, all of these men, m productive 
occupations I shall be grateful if the Honourable the War Transport Member 
can give rather more details about this in his reply 
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Then coining to the question ot stales ol p.iy licit wo generally support 
the thiee fold policy set toith by the Honourubli \\ ai Tiauspoit Member 
That policy consisted fnstly in onibuhing upon in exninin itiou of the wige 
structure, secondly, m postponing foi the present the fixing ot tin, l iti s of 
wages, and thirdly, in maintaining m the mt intiinc these deiiness allowances 
without which lite would he impossible loi a vciy large lass ot railway 
servants 

As fai as the wage commission is concerned, we would like to know many 
rnoie details about it betore we commit ourselves to support oi oppose it We 

would bice to know moie about its iniupo itnm, its tiims ol leterenee the 

procedure to lie uloptid, whethei it is going to u t as a unit lot all services oi 
to bieak ltselt up into a numbei ot compartuients and work by sub committees 
—we need be told a gieat deal more about it It might < veil he—I am not 
saying it would bo, I am merely thiovung out the suggestion—th it si voral 
sepal, ite commissions would he bottei thin one in a in ittei ot this kind Wo 

want to heal latlui moie iboet its being predomm mtly non of in ml We have 

olwav' taken the view in our Group that wage rates are a matter between the 
employe! and the employed and that whore necessity and whole tht nnployer is 
not On Government, Government should stoji m util hold the line,—1 htlievi 
that is the right mithod ot doThng with tin -c wugi mitteis We would like 
to know moie about the kind ot non oltiei il tcpicsi lit itiou proposed on this 
body and the masons why iL is mtondui to In i pn doinin mtly non oflm.d 
body After luaiing this wo shah hum oui own • onclu-ions Om tiling L 
would like to say m this coniu itiou, is th it it tins body is to be non afliual 
we in this gioup would liatin illy expat to Ik elosclv issoualed with it md 
would, of ionise give it the fulhst possible (oopiidtmi 

My last point is with rega l to tlu pmposid uvision <>l i iti shu tuns W r e 
welcome this ptoposil Nothing tin hi mon mmoit uu to the development 
of industry thin the mmitenuici ol a ptopn sliuituu ot tales foi freight It 
does not necessanly follow th it Iiuun voii line i veiv urge numbei of 
different rites—iieiih 20,00(1 I think—tbit Inge liumboi connotes meflieieiiey 
On the conk ny, it may even be that that huge numbei shows that attempts 
have been m idt to ldjust rites te eeitmi tildes oi i paitieul u industries in 
p irlu nlai pines Tin whole subject is veiv complicated 1 i mnot possibly 
dismiss it on the. floor of the House hut wt do vulioini tlu pioposil to 
examine it 

1 am not quite happy about the pioposal to 1 iy the matter—I am not quite 
sure at what stige it his to lie lud-hefou i lommitUo ot this House f am 

not mysilf satisfied that i committer of tin-. House is the kind ot body which 
can usefully cximnn in ixticnuh louipheitcd uid i uinbious document of 
the kind which must be involved m a report piesentcd on the subject of lutes 
struetmi Wvselt T do tul that (Ins is i in itter foi expcits Tt is light th it 

this Hrni,i mil the SI Hiding I' in nice ( onnmttii should line the final h iy 
in agreeing oi disagn euig with (he piopos ils ol flic experts, but T should very 
much ilopioi itc tin suggislion that i comniittie of this House should be 
brought into the pit tint, toi my otlic i piuposc except to take a broad view and 
express its gencril outlook on the results it which the experts had aruved 
Do not let us think that wc m this House can do the job of technical experts 
I could not do it and T question whethei any Honouiable Membei m (his 
House could, except perhaps my mathematica' friend who understands ill 
mathematical problems, Di Sn Zia Uddin Ahm id, can 

My last word is this T think it is useful to lcmtrnbct tint this Budget is 
m a way a signal when you h ivc a great tiachng institution like the' lailways 
preparing to budget foi a decline in receipts and toi a period of lelative con¬ 
traction, it is likely that that will mean a general slackening m the tempo of 
business and in the tempo of finance all round That is a matter which we 
have to bear in mind at the time of considering the General Budget, but I do 
suggest that we should study very carefully the wise attitude adopted by the 
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War Transpoit Member, a conservative attitude towards the future, and adopt 
a similar attitude ourselves towards all our problems and demands 

Let me finish on this note I do not think there is a single Member m 
this House who does not realise the tremendous strain which the last six 
years have thrown upon the railways of this country It is hardly too much 
to say that but for the magnificent work of the railways we might not have 
beaten Japan, at any rate, on the Assam front I think railwaymen of this 
country, from highest to lowest, have a right to our gratitude, they have a 
Tight to expect that we should be proud of them and that we should say to 
the whole woild that the railwavs of India have done a first-class job in winning 
the world's greatest war In that tribute I must include my friend, the War 
Transport Member, Sir Edward Benthall, who, I imagine, really intends this 
to be his last Budget For his sake, I hope it is I hope so too because I am 
one of those, like my fnend, Mr Ayyangar, who hope that the constitutional 
problem will be settled very quickly for this country Be that as it J may, if 
this is his last Budget he can feel that he lm done a first class job, that he has 
■done well by India, and he is certainly entitled to our gratitude 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock 


The Assembly re assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) in the Chair 


Mr, President: Before Honourable Members resume discussion, I have to 
make again an appeal to co operate with me by being as short in their speeches 
as possible I have been noticing that a large number of Honourable Membem 
ire anxious to speak and it would be impossible for me to meet the wishes 
of all those who desire to speak unless other Honourable Members help by being 
very short in their remarks Of course, I need not add that the points once 
made need not be repeated 

Miss Manlben Kara (Nominated Non Official) Mr President, th e Budget 
which has been piesonted to this House bv the Honourable the War Transport 
Member is called a Victory budget A Victory budget, I think, ought to be a 
very bold and imaginative budget Unfortunately, to me it appears to be a hum¬ 
drum budget, because a Victory budget should necessarily have an absolutely 
different outlook, namely, it should be of an expansionist nature Nobody in 
this House will 6av or feel that m our country there is uo scope for expansion 
of Railways The Railways could expand to the furthest corner of the country 
and that alone will be a guarantee for the prosperity of trade, industry, and 
agriculture This Budget, which is supposed to be for the post-war period, 
should not have a conservative outlook The Honourable Member has talked 
of an expansionist policy but when I see and read the statement, I find verv 
little trace of expansion of which he has talked Not more than two crores 
of rupees are set aside for expansion which is so badly and urgently needed foi 
the prosperity of our country in the post-war period 

There is also the other point about the amenities and comforts of third class 
passengers Most ccitam'v the Honourable Member has made certain references 
to them and I would take the liberty of readme a line from his own statement 
He says that the question of new designs for lower class passenger coaches has 
received intensive study Now, thdt sort of statement is not very convincing, 
because, so far if it has only received intensive study, one does not know whe°i 
actually it will be possible to put that into practice 'The conditions of third 
class travel are a scandal and disgrace to the eountry and then lmp’-ovemmt 
must be immediately taken m hand I would have been satisfied if some 
specific time limit was put but the promises that have been given are very 
vague promises Also while talking about profits to me it sounds as if the 
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Honourable Member is a big capitalist trying to develop the Railways from the 
point of view of profit But let me remind the Honourable Member that rail- 
ways are not merely a commercial department of the Government of India 
It that weie so, the Commerce Member would have taken them over The 
entire thing has been looked at from a commercial point of view Certainly 
any well mu business, any well run railways are bound to give profits But 
at the same time we must lemembei that profits should not be secured at the- 
cost of the poor third class passenger and the common man of this country 
Profits should not be at the cost of human conditions of travel which are very 
badly required in this countiy The Honouiable Member has said that railways 
aLe a gieat industrial asset but they aie also a great social asset We cannot 
overlook the fact that the lailways are not merely an industrial asset but they 
<ire also a social asset and if they are a social asset they have got to be viewed 
fiom the point of view of the greatest service to the people of the country The 
entire Budget if planned from that angle will certainly be a very different one 
My mticism of the Budget is from a particular angle and that particular angle 
I feel tint the Honouiable Membei has missed, because he has talked of the 
adjustment of the Budget iccording to the present economic activities of the 
oounti\ 1 would siy that India should look ahead We are looking to post 

wai reconstruction of our society and if we \iew it from that point of view every 
Membei of this House must agree with me that the railways should act os a 
lean fm the development of fiade industry and agriculture of our country 
\\c must not be satisfied with adjusting our Budget to the existing economic 
activity We have to see that it acts as a lever for increasing the economic 
activ’tv of our country If this outlook was not overlooked, the entire Budget 
would be different I once again emphasize the fact that if the Budget was 
viewed fiom that point of view, the greatest need of our country is to bring 
oui goods from the villages to the towns and vice verta There is a great scope 
for the development of railways which will ultimately lead to the development 
of tilde mil mdnstiv Whv should more emphasis not have been paid to thr 

expansion of railwivs It evtiv step and at everv stage the Government have 

tikin i vn\ verv halting stand Whenever any step was taken, it has always- 
been halting If m vievv the expansion of the railways from the point of view 
T hive lust mentioned T e mnot understand the necessity of the Railway Mem- 
lu i throwing out 8 800 men I would ask, Sir, why are you sending away 
8,800 people* when von ought to have recruited thousands and thousands of 
people foi mw vvoik 0 Tf vou had i plan, a well designed plan for tbfe reconstruc¬ 
tion of our society, vou would need more men All these things aie h ippenin<r 
foi the simple reason that we ire having a hand to mouth policy from tune to 
time The country will have to plan out well in advance Tf that is done, we, 
who i epresent the cause of labour, we who supported the war for destroying 
Fascism are strongly of opinion that every sailor and soldier who is demobilised 
can get employment without causing unemployment amongst railway workers 
I am glad the railway workers have received words of appreciation from all 
quarteis of the House But mere appreciation will not help Mere good words 
do not fill their stomach In order to fill their bellv what is needed is that 
these words of appreciation should be backed by action Let us not go and 
tell these workeis as is often done, that we thank vou because you were not 
the victims of false propaganda of other people and because you staved and 
werked at the cost of vour life but now get out because there is no work for you 
ft is their legitimate right, as part of the victory of the United Nations that 
they should have their share in that victory and that can only be secured pro¬ 
vided the Government of the country takes a bold stand in reshaping the entire 
social and economic structure of our society which is absolutely outmoded Tf 
people really try to look at everv department of the Government of Tndia from 
this ano-le I can assure you that the co operation of the masses will be there 
if not of the few rich From that angle I cannot help feeling that the Budgets 
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presented by the Honourable Member ib one prepared by a very conservative 
minded person 

Mr President: I may remind the Honourable Member that her time limit 
will end shortly 

Miss Mamben Kara: I thought I had twenty minutes 

Mr President* Twenty minutes for Leaders of Parties and 15 minutes for 
ordinary Members But that was before the lunch recess After the lunch 
interval, I have made a special appeal that, in view of the large numbers of 
speakers each Member will curtail his or her speech as tar as possible But 
the limit I have in mind is about ten minutes 

Sjt N, V. Oadgil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
Further rationing 

Miss Maniben Kara Beacuse of shortage of time, I am sorry, I cannot go 
into details Reference haB been made to the provision of maximum possible 
work of an economic kind Refeience was also made to this by the Leader of 
the European Group who stated that he hoped that the workers would not be 
left to live on the charity of others Let me assure my Honourable friends hero 
that every worker lives bv the sweat of his brow It is not the workers who live 
on the chantv of others, but it is the other people who exploit the workers On 
the contrary I feel that a few privileged classes are living on the charity, the 
blood and the sweat of the woikers 

Lastly, I am terribly grieved to read the remark that the monies spent on 
the amenities or the comforts of the people will be considered as nnremunerative 
In these days of the 20th century, do we still believe that it does not pay us to 
give human conditions of life and travel to the people 9 It will pav ns back 
with profit if amenities and comforts aie given Better conditions of travel 
mean there will be more travel, mote money will come and there wall be no 
more deficits 

Fmallv, Sir m view of the shoitness of tune at my disposal, I would onl> 
appeal to the Honourable Member for Railways that he may still revise his 
Budget on the basis of the general principles which I have stated Otherwise, 
I shall have to regard this as a very unsatisfactory Budget 

In conclusion, I only want to make my position clear I belong to no 
political Party present in this House 1 belong to 1ibour and 1 am going to 
view all questions only irom the point ot view ot libour 1 hive no sympathy 
with the Confess, L have no sympathy with the Government, 1 havt no sym¬ 
pathy with the liieinbeis of the opposition Parties, b< cause 1 feel that all ot 
them have joined hands to maintain the social status quo in this country and 
they only talk of Indi unsation That is not going to satisfy me, Sir Th 
thing that will satisfy me is not a transference of lutlioiity hom a whitt to a 
brown buitiuciicv Mint will satisfy me is a lccoustuu tn n of this countiy 
so that the toiling millions of the country will have enough to tat and all the 
other neccssaiies of life to live happily With these words, 1 thank you verv 
much for giving mo an opportunity to take part in this debate 

Mr Vadilal Lallubhai (Ahmedabad Millowners’ Association Indian Com¬ 
merce) Sir, I stand here today as a businessman, viewing the Budget in a 
business perspective After all railways are an industrial concern, and all 
industrial concerns must be run m a way that will be very helpful to the country 
so that they may make both ends meet I am sorry to find that the Budge, 
presented is not one that I can support What is an ideal [Budget 9 When I 
take the balance sheets of an industrial concern and compare the things 
that have been managed, and if I find that certain things hive not 
been managed properly, then I must say it is not a good concern In 
the same way, I find that the Railway Administration could have done 
bettei and they could have provided more amenities to the public I 
refer to Appendix VII-B, C and D What do we find? There are five railways 
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that axe running at huge Iossls, to the extent of 15 crores in next year s ge 
While there are other lailvmvs which are earning 27 <rores profit inus two- 
tlind, of the earning capacity of ot lcr i.ulwavs have been taken up in meeting 
the deficit of these five lailw lys l’akc the 13 N Hallway and the B , B and 
<_ 1 hallway \ou will be able to gather the trend of the profits and losses 

of tiu.se railways The B N ltailway spends 115 per cent ol their net traffic 
earning That is, they arc making a loss of 15 per cent In the ease of 
13 , 13^ and C 1 Railway, they are making a profit of 86 per cent Every 
yen the expenses of B N Hallway and various other railways are going up, 
wheicas the expenses of B , B «nd C I aic well maintained within limits 
If we look at the total track miles of both these railways, they are practically 
the same If you see the goods traffic and also the passenger traffic, they are 
also constant, without much difference and still one railway is making a big 
pruht, while another railway is making a big loss So we should c insider it 
from that point of view and find out why some railways are making losses and 
some are making profits I feel that proper attention has not been given to 
this by the Railway Board In various private Industrial concerns people 
compare their own balance-sheets with those of other concerns and try to find 
out where thev ire making mistakes and immediately they try to remove them 
T feel that proper attention has not been paid to these expenses and to the 
rute stuictnre of various railways, both in goods as well as in passenger traffic 
■where there are so manv anomalies the rates are in some cases 50 per cent 
more in onp rnmvav and 50 per cent less in another And in various other 
expenditure items I find that there are lots of differences, and that is whv the 
ruiw us are not doing whnt they ought to have been doing I will here give 
a few examp’es of the heave expenditure thev ire making which expenses 
■could 1 ne been reduced to a great extent We find that five hundred quarters ire 
b«mg built in Delhi at a cost of 68 61 lakhs, i e , each quarter will cost about 
Rs 11 000 I do not think the ordinary staff is going to get a house for 
Rs 14 000 Exorbitant expenses are incurred on the housing of the higher staff 
With this amount they could have made more than a thousand Quarters for 
the lower and clerical staff Similarly, the New Delhi goods station is n very 
squill station, but now the war has ended and they .are still going to spend 20 
lakhs on it There are very many other examples Some traffic mfnngemeTit 
has been made somewhere and to remove that n sum of two crores is being 
sneut I do not understand whv these traffic infringements W'ern madp originally 
These examples ran be given in plenty, but T hope these three will suffice to 
show that *die Rai'wav Board has not heen workmg as hard and as intelligently 
is ( v mv should hove done 


Tf we now go to the expenditure side of it we find that this year we are going 
1o h i\; in the net traffic receipts a reduction of 48 crores The expense reduc' 
tion is only 24 crores but that figure of 24 crores is not correct The figure will 
come down to onlv 6 crores It was decide lost year to put, the figure on the 
expense side fiom the revenue ind last year ive put 30 crores to the expenditure 
account, and this year we are putting 12 croies Tf this difference of 1R crores is 
taken out the reduction m expenditure will he only 6 crores while the net) 
tain ngs are less by 48 crores 

Tliking of wagons and locomotives the Honourable Member said that w« 
have u sufficient number of wagons and we will not have to import any more 
wagons, but about locomotives he feels that although we have got about 1 200 
mori locomotives we will still have to import some in the near future I do 
not nndeistand whv he should import anv more locomotives If during war 
tim these engines which were overworked and over 35 years old could haul 
gic dir traffic why cannot thev haul greater traffic in these years to come so 
Ion. as we are not self-sufficient in the building of locomotives? I do not think 
any new order should be placed for locomotives, the same should be the position 
with regard to coaching I am told more coaches are being ordered I do not 
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understand why even aiter five years oL war when so many industries yew 
up here we um'd not build coaches 

As regards depreciation fund I will say that the depreciation amount has 
been taken as 1/bOth, which is only 1J per cent I do not understand why 
such a small amount has been taken, depreciation is oertuinly much inoie than 
that Locomotives last about 35 years and wagons about 40 vears nid so 
naturally the depreciation amount should have been much greater L quite 
appreciate that 15 croies ire put m the betterment fund, but. I think moie 
should hive been done about this fund so that the lower class passenger could 
have got more amenities The Honourable Member said that they arc thinking 
of r using the rates m Anglind by 20 or 25 per cent He talks of j ngl md 
but does he consider the othei amenities th it sre given in that country ’ Then 
arc only two classes of coaclttng theie, First and Third,—and the diffeieno- 
bptween the two is so negligible that while three people are sitting in th 
First class there are probably four in the Third class As regards sleeping 
accommodation also, theie is just that much little difference Tn both th j 
clisses there von find velvet and nice cushions, so that the amenities in th 
Third class there are very great, compared to which we are in a ver\ misei dile 
condition which should he remedied l think there should be complete 
planning md a time limit m that sphere and that m a couple of Veins the position 
of the lower rliss passengeis should be improved The lower class passengers 
are paving the highest amount to the traffic receipts and even to do this 1 
would sav that the upper class passengers may be charged more and even 
luxury goods traffic may be charged more T agree with rm Honourable 
friend, Miss Mamben Kara that the conidtion of the third Hass traveller is 
terrihie md impossible to he toleritid anv longer, and J hope immediate action 
will he taken in that behalf 

Si , .is my turn, is so limited, md the t hair lias asked us to economise in 
that aspect, I will say no more 

Maharajkumar Dr Sir Vijaya Ananda (United Provinces Laiudholdeis) 
bir i at hrst taougho ot going to Connaught Place and purchasing a boquet foi 
the Hoiiouiable Member but since 1 heard his speech 1 have changed my mind 
In his speech he has said nothing clearly m respect ul thud c'ass passengers 
for which wc should be happy ibout It mythmg, the tlurd class passenger 
is is badly off as lie w is bitoa, md the pasciil circumstances are such that 
it puns one to see how they aie pushed into tin comp liUuciiti thiough the 
windows and the distases th it follow on account of such ciucestion At sum 
stations I have u tually seen people dung on it count <d c\(cs>ive congestion 
and nobody takes chnige of the corpses And m the midst cl ill this we find 
that most luxuiious s boons aic used bv the high officials whereas they can 
easilv be turned into Fust Class < ompartinents and the 1 irsl Class compart¬ 
ments made into Third Class I c in assure Honourable Members on the other 
side of the House th it when a National Government comes into being they 
shall not requne these luxuiious saloons It may be th it bv saying this it 
may look a bit tall or something like that, but if some kind of gesture is made 
I am sure this side of the House would greatly appreciate it Pandit Nehru 
in a speech said that while m Bengal people were dying like flies race horses 
got preference over wagons carrying food This happened between Bombay 
and Poona T do hope that after the lesson that Government have learnt thev 
will not do it this time and that wagons will be sent to those aieas which are 
threatened with famine We were hoping that pre-war rates for thud cl as 

3pm P assen fl ers be restored, but from what I see there is i likeh 

r hood of their being increased Now that more or less all the Rul- 
way9 have been acquired by the Government, let there be a uniform rate for 
all ilasses As aegards comforts, there is very little even for the upper class- 
You cannot get a bath even in the upper class carriages 
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1 should like to see the Bailway Board completely Indiamzed There are 
lakhs and lakhs of labourers that weie employed during■the war by the railway a 
m India, and I am told that they am all being dischaiged m order that the 
Aimv may get ill 1 think it is hardly fan 

There is oue point which I would like to make clear, and I hope the Honour- 
ablt Member will give his personal attention to it The station staff high and 

] 0 w_oe most uncivil to passengers The third class passenger is, of .course, 

out of the picture altogether, he has to stay for days on end and nobody ever 
oires foi him As icgmls the uppei class p issengers, they similarly suffer 
from lack of courtesy on the part of railway officials, and if a man happens to 
go dressed m his national costume I cm assure van he is treated with the 
utmost contempt This has been more the cn%e with Anglo-Indian Station 
Musteis and Anglo Indian Ticket Collector® in addition to our own men I 
* an assure you that the only way to get a safe pissage fiom oue place to another 
is either to get into lhaki or to dress like an A R P Officer Of -ourse with the 
cap that you put on, Sir, if I may point out, T have seen people being insulted 
to such an extent that I actually gave up travelling I had to go by car and 
naturally I had to draw upon im friends’ petrol lation 

I hope, in view of the points mentioned by so many Members, the Govern¬ 
ment will do something more for the third class passengers I am not very 
keen about first class and second class passengers, but third class passengers’ 
lot must be improved 


Sir 1 h,»\e gieat pleasure in >pposing this Budget 

Hajee CJhoudhury Mohammad Ismail Khan (Bakargan] cum Fandpur 

Muhammad an Bural) Mr President, Sir, the Honourable the War Transport 
Member m presenting lus last Bailwav Budget, has been at pains to bring some 
new hope and cl eer into the disquieting affairs on the Bailways, particularly 
their actual administration He has, opart from showing what are by now 
the will known Railway profits overdone it in more than one aspect He has 
for mstincc completely blacked out from his speech the most burning question 
•of tin d n—the foodstuffs and their transport by the Bailways He talked 
gleefully of the eipaeitv of the Railways to shoulder future responsibility, 
provided nothing intervenes These are sad words in the context of today 
He filled to mention that the Railways don’t, propose bungling the fdbd- 
trmspoit is they did the last time during the Bengal famine, when it is almost 
i |ol ^ now—luxuries were being transported to Calcutta while millions died for 
the want of the much needed grains The Honourable Member has given us no 
assur.inr < on the point that there will be no miscarriage anywhere Perhaps, 
lit ii’ttmK eating fruit® and cakes dnnkmg milk and never thought of grains 
ind pulses I would verv much like him to reassuie us as to what exactly he in¬ 
tends doing in the matter to meet any exigency and that the priority system 
which he intends keeping on will put the foodstuffs as Priority Number 0n e on the 
list Otherwise, not the least responsibility will be his and the Railways, if things 
go wrong T emphasize this again and again because though the Honourable 
Member has the power and right—a very temporary power and right—to trifle 
with engines and boilers and wagons, he has no right to trifle with human life 

The Honourable Member and the Chief Commissioner of Railways mentioned 
the increased number of wagons and engines that were now on the run through, 
out the country, hut confessed some of the difficulties the maintenance and 
the outturn of engines and boilers This further underlines the Importance of 
planning^ before hand for the coming crisis in the food situation I ask Sir, 
why can t they plan ahead? Why don’t they get along more seriously with the 
1 which is their basic job, which pb that has existed long before the food 
crisis Why don t, they do that if they don’t want to be reduced to th e position 
•of beggars abroad? 1 


The ouestion of planning ahead directly bnngs me to the other most dis 
quieting feature of the Railways which Is that of the staff The Honourable 
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Member began and ended his speech by thanking the railwaymen for the.r 
admirable work during the stienuous years of the war, but he held out no 
reward for them in concrete terms of rupees, anna^ and pies Mere woids of 
thanks is like giving a stone for a bread and virtually slapping in the face, with 
the remark “I fooled you well” 

The other day we had an adjournment motion m the House about it, and 
the mcompetency of the Railway Boaid was levealed patiently, flamboyantly 
The Honourable Member said that out ot a strength of 8.30,000 men, only 8,000 
had been found surplus and discharged I say the Honourable Member is 
-playing with the livelihood of these 8,000 men, particularly because of the days 
ahead On the one hand, he has big expansion and post-war plans, and on 
the other he wishes to take his time over these Which is nothing but incapa¬ 
city to look ahead and plan properlv, well and tiuly Anyone could see that 
after the war, there would be need for expansion and reconversion, and not 
to be prepared for it is only to show bureaucratic bungling, red tape and undue 
hesitation For, after all, how is it that only in this country these difficulties 
are felt so greatly and not m others, though there are no fan land or heavens? 
To my mind the answer lies somewheie in the unimaginative minds who manage 
•the show 

The Honourable Member was and is alive, but only apparently alive, to the 
demands for the revision of the scales of pay Vs usual, he shows hesitation, 
'because he is uncertain of the future price level The argument may sound 
•very plausible, but the fact remains that the Government did not feel any such 
uncertainty in 1931 when they set themselves to the wholesale revision of scales 
of pay, knowing veiy well that the then price level could not last all the time 
If at that time things could be done easily, speedily, cuts imposed and new 
-scales introduced with furore and holiness of purpose, why not now? In all 
other countries, sucn revision has taken place, despite the so called uncertainty 
of price-levels The promised Commission, I hope, will show a greater sense 
of urgency and responsibility than the Treasury Benches 

The only really tangible things that the Honourable Member talked of weie 
m connection with the passengei tiaffic Though, on the whoic, pessimistic 
about wagons, he promised less crowded lavatories for Inter and III Classes and 
fans foi the Inter Class These are welcome measures and deserve om congratu¬ 
lation But that is not enough He seems to have ignored that not only less 
crowded lavatories are needed but also better ones A washing-basin, for 
instance, should be provided m all lavatories inespective of the Class, unless 
-the Honourable Member thinks that III Class passengers don’t have to wash 
•themselves 

The question of fans has been particularly a vexed one in the past, and 
again I congratulate the Honourable Member for giving it a practical shape 
But here again, no distinction should be made between the various classes This 
is an elementary human need and fans alone should not be a bait for higher class 
travel This, at any rate, is a matter which should take precedence over some 
of the other things, for instance, the improvement of air-conditioning of the 
higher-class compartments Higher class passengers have so many other facili¬ 
ties that it will not matter much if they have to wait for some time more to see 
further additions to them Unless this is done, the actual result of providing 
fans m Inter Class may not be as good as the Honourable Member imagines 
Intel Class compartments will be much more crowded—there are already too 
few of them—and this will negative the utility of fans I hope, Sir, the 
Honourable Member will soon realise it and gef down to it as an urgent post-war 
measure The Honourable Member has made no reference of improvement 
in catering Yesterday during question hour Members expressed strong views 
against N W R aerated water contractor who has no professional experience 
and whose work is most unsatisfactory Mr Manu Subedar and other Mem¬ 
bers pointed out that the railway method of earning money out of higher tender 
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is vviong Professional people who have expeuence of 40 to 50 yeais should, 
uot be made victim of the whims ot General Muuagei on plea of a higher pre¬ 
mium Ihis is a serious nnttei and the Honouiable Meinbei should know that 
lnghei tender retleeto on puces to passengeis 

While I am on the subject of passengei traffic, 1 will (mention that 
catering, paiticularly the catering by the Muslim leiieshment rooms and hawkers 
is \erv bad On the Bengal and Assam Railway, on which 1 happen to travel 
fiequcntly, the conditions am noise But the Udilnay Admin.stiati n has 
not senousU tackled the problem, though it h ts existed lot long Uu iko other 
matdtis, there is no excuse foi mismanagement here lot it does not entail any 
financial buiden on the liailwacs It is ueeessaiy that the system of cateung 
inspectors should be enforced vigoroush and defaulters brought to hook linnu- 
diateh Coiruption, nepotism and incompetente, which exist in this respect 
at the cost of passengers should end if only the Administration makes up its 
mind 


I will, Kn be failing m lm duty it I did not emphasize the absurdity of 
not piovidmg pi opt i lights m all tin t ompaitnients, spec idly I ivatones This, 
is olmousK a source of lncomcmem e to all, hut ladies arc woist sufferers, 
putticulnlv, it tlies ln\c to boaid the gents compaitmcnt when no othci 
act onimod ition is anilable Sometimes hooligans get into the&e compait- 
ments, prat tiee theft ind even molest the ladies This state of affairs should 
not be allowed to go on any more and steps should be taken immediately to- 
piovide elec trie bulbs m dl eompirtments and I ivatones 

Listlv Sir, I must point out that the Muslims continue to be under¬ 
represented on the Railwacs This is a xerv very old grievance, and I do not 
know what aie the difficulties of the Hallway Board in the matter The grievani e 
is particularly marked in the higher appointments which arc filled by promotion 
and which gives abundant room for jobbery and pettifogging m the Hallways, 
as in ant other Department of the Government Apart from the injustice of 
this it is obvious that if a set of employees is discontent and aggrieved, purely 
from the point of administration it is an undesirable state of affairs The sooner 
the Honourable Member remedies these ills the bettor 

Raja Bahadur of Khallikote (Nominated Non official) Mr President, Sy, 
I crave your indulgence and the indulgence of this Honourable House for this 
my maiden speech on the floor of this House 

In spite of the termination of the War there is no improvement at all in 
the facilities of railway travel, not even a restoration to the old conditions, 
however bad those conditions were Particularly deplorable and reprehensible 
is the condition of the vast bulk of the people who are condemned to travel 
in the third class, owing to their economic plight, and from whom ironically 
enough the railways draw most of their revenues The incredible congestion 
in the third class compartments and the total absence of any facilities to 
mitigate the hardships involved m that travel have rendered them so many 
colls of hell Third class travel is xeritable hell No wonder that Mrs 
Nicholl of the Parliamentary delegation was flabbergasted when she witnessed 
the anxious crowds jostling themselves m front of the compartments and 
trymg to get into them on the platform of Delhi Junction recently It has 
become literally impossible for women and children to get into these compart¬ 
ments except through the windows or through the assistance of some bribed 
Railway or Police officials The invasion of even this scanty accommodation 
by the military personnel and the failure of the railway authorities to exercise 
proper check and control adds to the misery of these people However Sir, 
it is a happy augury that these third class passengers are to have sleeping 
accommodation m the future We are indeed looking forward eagerly to that 
day But for the present it would be a great consolation if the suffocation 
they suffer from, due to overcrowding, is removed Even servants' compart¬ 
ments—and I am talkmg from personal experience as I have seen for myself-* 
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that are intended for bona fide sen ants of hist uud second class passengers to 
seat from 3 to 10 persons ure overcrowded to the tune of 30 persons, travelling 
with large quantities of luggage, one sitting over the other In addition to 
this, a very toleiant administration allows these unfortunate passengers to 
travel on footboards and even on the roofs of trams This is much to the 
credit of the sense oi humanity exhibited by the railways After all in India, 
Sir, human life is so cheap that a few accidents resulting in deaths, do not 
matter What difference does it make if you d e of suffocation inside the 
compartment oi die by slipping from the footboard or from the roof of the 
tram 1 

All mdituiy personnel, m my view, of the uppei and lower classes should 
travel m special hams oi in coaches specially allotted for them and should not 
encroach upon the nonnal accommodation availvble for the ordinary pubic 

Sir l wish hue to make a peisonal note regaidmg the conditions prevailing 
id in* provm t of Ores.’ The funous J ig inn ■ th Tempk at Puri attracts, 
dunug the car festival, thous mds of pilgrims fiom all ovei India They 
somehow find the r v\ay to this plrce of pi'grinnge with or without tickets even 
m the scanty tram service that exists now It is I submit high time for the 
authorities to levivc the od practice of running pilgrim special tra ns to carry 
these thousands of pilgr ms th it go to Pun particularly dur ng the car festival 
Sir, the least tlu Railways should do is to provide more thud class compart 
ments and paiticul irlv, to add one oi two more comjj lrtments tor women u d 
children in tvuv tram To relieve congestion, more trams must be introduced 
Durmg wartime the pubic of course hid to tolerate anything Now that the 
war is ovei, von must do something to meet their requ'rements and comforts 

Conditions of travel m the upper classeb are not very much bettei than 
conditions m the third class tnvel commensurate with the big difference in 
fares Thetc is doweling also in the uppei classes, somet mes, the conditions 
are most intoleiable C'omp utments are awful'y dirty as has been referred 
to by my Honourable friend Mi Griffiths Tluv ire level cleaned and 
practicallv no heed is pud foi reseivations Refeience was made by my 
Honourable fiietid Air Griffiths to conditions providing in the Bengal ind 
Assam Railway But I am referring to conditions that prevail m the B N 
Railway and what I say is from peisonal experience Very often one has to 
travel without lights and ’even w.thout watei in the bath-rooms Bulbs are 
stolen and often lesold to Railways The doois never lock <»nd the windows 
have attained absolute independence S nee there is no w r ater, the question 
of a mirror does not arise It is extremely wise on the part of the admimstra 
tion to have removed such mirrors as there were, as a costly superfluity 
Berths are often made up of coarse canvas and to compensate for all these 
inconveniences, the carnages themselves, are so made that you are bound to 
keep awake all night My Honourable friend Mr Griffiths referred to cock¬ 
roaches only but I wish to add something more Due to eternal darkness m 
the compartments, not only cockroaches, but rats, bugs and an occasional 
scorpion (I have had personal experience of them) have made the compart¬ 
ments their permanent place of residence and are what might be called 
permanent ticketless travellers There is nobody to listen to the complaints of 
the suffering passengers of anv class, whether upper class or lower class 
Officers take shelter under some rule or the other They say that reports 
should bp made to some officei or other, who is always talked about but is 
never to be seen The guards and conductors of trains and othc t railway stiff 
are absolute! / callous and mdiffeient never worrying to do anything to loik to 
the comforts oi requirements of passengers Honourable Members on tile 
Treasuiv Bench I believe know all these difficulties but like wise men they 
prefer to turn their bimd eye and travel mostly by air 

An HonouraWe Member They travel bv special saloons 

Baja Bahadur of K h alll k ote Yes, they travel by luxuriously equipped 
saloons when there is so much suffering going on I would invite them to travel 
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incognito without then red-robed ehapiassies as oidmaiy passengers and it is 
only then that they can see for themselves the piesent day hardships of travel 

The wartime mciease in the lailway rates should cease in the case of third 
class and the old lates should be lestored There is no justification for the 
continuation of the increased rates after the war has ended and the poor third 
class passengers who suffered so much during the six years of war must be 
shown some consideration There is no moral basis for the increased rates 
when you cannot lestore even the old conveniences As now all the railways 
have come under state control it is incumbent on the Government to devise 
a uniform system of railway jates 

Mr. President 1 must remind the Honourable Member that his time is up 
and he should conclude his remarks 

Raja Bahadur of Khallikoti devise a unitoim system ot Railway Rates 
based upon harmonisation of the public interest, the interest of the State, the 
interest of the passengers and that of the employees We must guard against 
the tendency to use the Railway as a fiscal expedient thereby ignormg the 
fundamental idea that railways constitute a public utility concern Sir, I 
have some race milters to deal with but is my time is up I will conclude 
now 

Sreejut Rohlni Kumar Chaudhuri (Assam Valley, Non-Muhammadan) 

Sir, iny Honouiablc friend the Leadei of the House will have the generosity 
to admit that the entire policy of railway department and its execution has 
been so far m the hands of the European community and therefore the res¬ 
ponsibility or the credit of the railway admurstration rests with the present 
■ rulers of our country Sir, I do not have the good fortune of having trod on 
the soil of the ruleis of our country, but I have it on very rehable and 
unimpeachable authority that the Englishman in hie country travels m third 
class Here m our country we very rarely witness any European or American 
or anyone who claims to have a drop of Euiopean or American blood in his 
veins travelling in third class And there 1 es the whole secret of the manage¬ 
ment of the lailway administration m this coumry How is it possible that 
men of European and American birth, when they come to India, have not to 
travel in any class lower than second and how is lt^that most of the Indians 
V ihave to travel third class There lies the whole crux of the matter That is 
the economic structure on which this country is being ruled and so long as 
that economic strurtme is not revised, it is hardly possible for us to expect 
anv progrtss in the management of the railways of this country to our 
advantage Sir, if my Honourable friend, the Leadei of the House, has only 
heard one tenth of the curses and imprecations which are hurled at the Railway 
Department by the Indian passengers, he would have writhed in agony and 
pam in our presence My Honourable friend the Leadei of the House has the 
reputation of having had so far a very successful career How is it that he 
has failed ent rely and ignommiously in the administration of the railways 
of this country I can assert it with all the emphasis that I can command 
that it is not due to any lack of capacity or abilities but it is due to his"~want 
of sympathy for the Indian passenger May I in this connection ask him only 
one question ? How is it that dnnng the period ot the War electric lamps and 
bulbs from the first and second class railway compartments were stolen They 
are compartments in which most of his countrymen in India travel How is 
it then that these bulbs were removed? How is it that the cushions and 
mattresses in the higher classes have been removed? Were they removed by 
the passengers? Is it possible to believe that the morality of our rulers bad 
gone down so low as to prompt them to remove the bulbs and mattresses from 
the first and second class compartments? Or were they deliberately removed 
by the railway authorities? If they were removed by the railway authorities, 
why are they not restored now for the convenience of the passengers? That 
is a question on everybody’s lips and that is a question to which I shall expect 
an answer from the Leader of the House 
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I am not going to dwell on those dark days of the war when most ol the 
trains used to run 24 hours behind the scheduled time, when 50 per cent of 
the Indian passengers had to be left behmd on the stations and they had to 
go Without any food, because most of the food was taken away by the 
military forces which had passed through these stations I am not referring 
to those conditions but I am referring to the present day conditions, six months 
after the war has actually ceased The Honourable the Leader of the House 
had felt very much the want of a magic wand by which he could give us 
the minimum comforts which other countries enjoy But I would ask him 
is it necessary to have a magic wand to run the trains more regularly than 
now' 1 Is it not a fact that most of the trains even now are three louis late 
at every station 9 is it necessary to hive a magic wind 1 I would ask my 
Honourable friend, to remove the crowding i little bit Is it necessary, Sn, 
to have a magic wand to prevent the passengers even now from not riding on 
the roof of the compartments? I may say, Sir, I have it on reliable authority 
that even now in the Oudh and Tirhut Railway, which is now a State Railway 
and which Government has taken over from the B N W R , the passengers 
are travelling on the roofs of the compartments As regards the condition of 
third class in the Assam Bengal and E B R zone I would like the Honourable 
the Leader of the House to note that nowhere in lavatories is light to be found, 
that overcrowding is going on as before, that people have to fight with their 
fellow passengers m getting into third-class compartments, and when they get 
into them on the road-side stations somehow they have to stand all the night 
The more fortunate passengers can stand on both the legs and the less fortunate 
ones have to stand on one leg while travelling in the tram And if, Sir, anybody 
can somehow squeeze himself into the lavatory it is extremely difficult for him 
to come out Can you imagine, Sir, a man of my stature or the stature of 
the Honourable the Leader of the House—not to speak of that of my 
Honourable friend who spoke last, viz , the Raja Bahadur of Khallikote, safely 
coming out of it 9 That is the condition still prevailing in the Railways 

Now there arc some specfic points to which T would like to draw the 
attention of the Honourable the Leader of the House Ven important lines 
which were suspended during the war have got to be immediately restored 
The Habihginj Sa.&tagum Railway, in S%lhet District in Assam should be 
restored as soon as possible Then there is 1K0 the radway from Sibsagar to 
Khoncus That should be icstored ns eaih is possible Then there i« th j 
Bhagalpur Bnnshi line There is an impoitant station called Nathan where 
all this time the mail tram stopped But the stopping of the ma 1 train ceased 
there only from 1944 Questions were asked on the floor of this House and 
a promise was given that the old system would be restored as early as possible 
but it has not been done as yet 

Then I have to bring to the not’Ce of the Honourable the Leader of the 
House some of the specific grievances of some of the employees of thi former 
Dibru Sadiva Railway which has now been taken over by B & \ Railway 
Some of these employees who belong to Dibrugarh have been transferred to 
Calcutta to their greatest inconvenience Tn Calcutta the children of these 
employees, who are Assamese, cannot have their education We do not see 
what the necessity was for transferring them at this stage 

As regards co-ordination, some of my friends have spoken and some others 
will no doubt speak on this after me But I would like to draw the attention 
of the Honourable the Leader of the House to the condition of things prevailing 
in Ganhati There, m order to cut the traffic of ihe bus owners a tram runs 
almost every ten minutes so that no passenger can go to the bus owners 
It would be desirable to abolish the running of buses altogether rather than 
have this kind of reckless competition which will ultimately rum the bus 
services and put the public to great inconvenience 

Sir, I have stated practically all that I can say in the small margin of time 
allotted But there is one aspeot of the matter to which I have been asked 
by people of my province to draw a special attention It is this So far as 
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representat on in railway seivices is concerned, the people of Assam have 
absolutely ml It may be said that m liighet office^ they ue appointed on 
seniority and merit, but as regards other appointments they should have a 
chance No question of competit on mses in some of the posts, but st 11 our 
people have not so fai got any luck n seivices it the disposal of the Railway 
Department 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham¬ 
madan Ruial) T first offer mv personal gratitude and appreciation to all 
officer and servants ol the Rail wav Department who successfully adtn nistered 
duimg the Wai to our r.u'vv ivs under v^iv lit i\v sit tin m spile of t >e fat thac 
thev wcie not pusonallv henehtted by the abnmm il income which they helped 
to cirn Bcfoie l developed my aigiuncnt l would like to isk one simple 
quest on, nunc.lv, whcthci oiu Indian iiilwavs should be treated a^ a com¬ 
mercial contein oi a,, sirvioes ol public ut htv My Honourable friend, Mr 
Gole, tells me that tiny should be tie tted as t confirmrcisl concern I would 
reply to him that he should then pay the income t ix, super tax, excess profits 
tax and all the taxes which all the big companies have to pav But all the 
taxes aie evided by saving that we are soviets of publ e utility and should, 
therefore, be exempted from all the taxes and at the same time to say that 
we are a commercial concern is not correct You cannot have it both ways 
On the one side you claim that you are v serv ce of pubhc utility and that you 
should be exempted from all these taxes and on the other side you demand 
that all the rules applicable to commercial concerns are to be applied to you 
You are reillv nether the one nor the other, and yon claim both Tt is on 
tci )>i.|V* of this (hid position tbit i large number of piohlems have arisen which 
we have to solve Sir, on account o f the purchase of all the Railways before 
time and on account of the boom vvh ch will be very hkolv followed by lean 
years a number of problems have arisen which we reallv have to face and 
which we have to solve Our problems now me much more difficult than the 
problems which Railway Adm nistrations had to face after the last Great War 
m 1920 The Honourable Member himself mentioned some of them in his 
speech He mentioned first the deprecat on fund which really requires 
consideiation I would require about half an hour to develop the argument 
about this deprec ition fund and so T leave it tnd refer to the book which. I 
have published alieady All I can sav is that Inrlii is the only countiy which 
his _ot » (hp'ec’.dnn fund of this tv pr How the figure of one sixtieth of the 
capital at ehvrge s calculated T im at a loss t( understand Whv not . or 

it* ,10rLsl 

Mv fiuml next said that the deprecation fund is too small It is really 
14 pei ccni of our gross income and 24 per cent of our working expenses 
This cannot he c tiled small But as my Honourable friend said, th s requ res 
verv careful consideration 

Next comes the question of the revis on of the convent on I agree that 
there should be a revis on I do not igree that the railway service should be 
only a service of pubhc util'ly and should pav nothing to the general revenues 
mil --honld hi free frun dl tixcs I am stiough of opinion that we ought to make 
soirn (onsolid ited (ontiihution to the gencial revenues—a fixed ind definite 
amount The ‘ub c 1 ime in the ronv»ntioii of 1924 about the divs.on of excess 
profits reallv leads to confus on and T th nk we ought to be more exact and 
definit e in the contribut on to general revenues The convention of 1924 
should be revised 

Then, about rates and fares, it is a much more difficult affair While I was 
writing my book on Indian Railways I got Rtuck up at this problem, whether 
I should tackle the problem by cons denng the railways as a service of public 
utility or as a business concern If it is considered as a pubhc utility service, 
we should only charge as much as is required for its maintenance You have 
no right to put in Jarge reserves and b g dividends in the pockets of shareholder 
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You should attempt to earn only so much as is necessary But it is neither 
the one nor the other 

There are however three points m rates which are very evident, although 
the whole problem requires very serious aud scientific consideration (1) tor 
example, as was po.nted out, there should be a flat rate for all railways all 
railways are now State railways and their rates should be on the telescopic 
basis (2) The same commodity should be put m the same class by all the 
railways (3) Special rates should be minimised These are the obvious 
things which every layman can consider But rates and fares require very 
careful and scientific consideration—I cannot deal with them now The old 
theory of charging as much as the traffic can bear is now obsolete, and we 
■cannot apply this old dictum now 

Next, about the price of coal and level of wages The wages, are fixed in 
sympathy with the price level of food stuffs and clothing and therefore it is 
very difficult to take up one point apart from the other Both of them require 
-very careful consideration 

Then about the transport policy, it is no doubt very important In great 
hurry we adopted the formula by backdoor methods, but it is now universally 
condemned from every quarter, irrespective of social position and of province 
So it requires a good deal of revision I am glad that we are discussing this 
question In future we will have to consider not only the co-ordination of 
road and rail, but also of air and water m addition These things will have 
to be considered and the problems will have to be faced I 
-am inclined to think that the first class traffic should be handed over to air 
and w< should have on!} two classes on the railways—what ’s tailed Holz 
itinl I’o 1 / that is, wooden seats and seits with tushi m There should be 
■only two (lasses upper and lou’er and not four .is at present 

Sri M Ananthasayanajn Ayyangar. Why should there be even this differ¬ 
ence “> 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad. Probably the world has not moved so far^I 
wish we had only one class—I would rather have the same food and clothes for 
myself and my servant, sitting at the same table and Bitting in the same 
compartment and enjoy common food Of course this quest on also requires 
very careful consideration* 

Now, s nee we have purchased all the railways, this grouping together of 
certain railways is a very important question 

There is another matter to which my Honourable friend has not referred 
and that is the question of strategic lines If I get time I shall speak about 
this liter on, but the way m which it is shown in the Budget statement is not 
right I would suggest that in these matters a committee should be appointed 
of the type of the Acworth Committee I have read very carefully the reports 
of fourteen committees that have been appointed by the Railway Board in 
the present century There are only two committees who really nude auv con¬ 
tribution One was Robertson Committee in 1001 who sent m a 30 page report 
and Lord Curzon wus so angry that so much money had been spent for pioducing 
a mere 30 pngp report that the Rahway Board promptly added something to 
it to make it more bulky But I think these 30 pages were more important 
than the addition made by the Railway Board The other committee was 
Acworth Committee Ir. this Committee we had f-urly good representation 
of every shade of opm on There were a number of dissenting nrnutes but on 
the whole the report is very good We require some committee of this kind 
to consider all these matters and we must have a really first class Railway 
financial expert—never mind where you have to get him from, even from Mars 
if necessary—but we must have a really first class man to give us advice on 
railway finance, because I know that there are people in th s country who may 
understand something about it, but Railway Finance has never been the subject 
of study anywhere Therefore any help we can get from outside we ought to 
accept The committee should be associated with experts, official and non- 
official I should 1 ke however to condemn one tvne of rer»m+ t i-* 
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not follow that line, and that is the report of committees which they usually 
appomt m the Eailway Board, consisting of a few of their officers, with an 
outside expert as chairman But the report of a committee consisting of 
departmental officers with an outside expert as Chairman is an essay valuable 
to students or railway economics The departmental officers get a certificate 
fioin the expeit who is not acquainted with Tiulnn conditions and w’no acts as 
a mouth-puce of the depaitment to convince the Government in favour of their 
own proposals I do not want a committee of this kind, as it really backs up 
the departmental views We want a substantial committee who will formulate 
opinions on all the points I have mentioned 

As regards strategic lines, I wish this question is solved once for all Here 
is a thing always put m the General Budget Our contribution is one per cent 
of the capital at charge, but here it is debited as 221 lakhs of rupees Thia 
amount should bj debited to Military budget or the so called strategic lines 
should be absorBed m general Railways 

An Honourable Member He is not a mathemat’cal genius 
Mr President' I must remind the Honourable Member that he has only- 
two minutes more to make up his fifteen minutes 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad Then I will leave the matter for the present 
Then about appeals, they have been saying all the time that there must be 
persons of judicial mind appointed to listen to the appeals, attached to the 
Rulwav Boxrd and to the General Manigers This has not been done, and X 
think the railway servants do not get fan justice because their appeals are not 
properly attended to 

As ltgards engines I was lather surprised in the list given to us that no- 
add t on of new engines has been prov ded for, neither b^ manufacture in India 
nor b\ purchases outside We requite very badly locomotives and also wagons 
and it is verv desirable that additions should be made not only to our wagons 
and coaches but also to the locomotives In the figure before me T see no 
addition to engines 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Would the Honourable Member 1 ke 
to import more engines '> * 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad T want more engines, preferably made in this 
country, if not imptui them If theic is dclav I do not want that traffic should 
be handle ipped for w vnt of engines Import them if we really want more 
Thev could not be imported durng the past \ears on account of the war diffi¬ 
culties and the need for m iking munitions hut now things have changed 
(dn Honourable \fnmbir “There are moie engines now’”) T think it is very 
desirable that wo should have more engines and more rolling stock My final 
w'ords would be—increase your rolling stock increase your track and increase 
your tiaffii and pa> -jour servmts well so th it they have contented life With 
these words I resume my seat 

Mr Frank R Anthony (Nominated Non-Official) Mr President, T am glad 
I have at last caught vour eye and got an opportunity of speaking on the Rail¬ 
way Budget Up to now I have not heard a single word from any one which is 
connected even remotely with the cond tion of the railway worker ThiB is 
rather an ama/ing lacuna in this debate Nobody is more sensible than I am 
of the appalling conditions under which the travelling public and particularly 
thp third class frivellcrs have had to travel under war time conditions but I 
would ask the House to consider before wo indulge m any facile or over ready 
criticism of the Railways the appalling disabilities under which the railways 
have had to operate in a period of unprecedented strain, suddenly imposed on 
them The War Transport Member has had to face the most tremendous and 
unprecedented disabilities In 1939 those of us who knew were aware that the 
rolling stock of the railways was not only inadequate but was completely 
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by the railway worker 1 anv sorry the War Transport 'Member is not here 1 
v.ouhl like to congratulate him not entirely pets naly 
[At this stage the Honourable the War Transport Member entered the Chamber \ 
l'he War Transport Member appears surprised, he is not used xa oougrutuU 
trolls trom me When 1 coigiatnlalc huu 1 feel that I am also congratul itina 


those people whose services are not usually appreciated—the ordinary railway 
workers I du not want to hand unnecessary bouquets to the Railway 
Administration or the Railway Board I believe on some occasions they are m 
tensely stubborn and even stupid and very often unnecessarily intransigent But 
I feel the War Transport Member must have presented, his first Victoiy budget 
under a sense of gratification, if not undei a sense of elation He did hav o to face 
a tremendous task and I tkmk lie will be the first to pay tribute to the fact that 
that accomplishment was due entnely to the work of the ordmaiy railway worker 
Today I would ask him to considei the needs of the ordinary railway worker hut 
for whose toil and sweat I do not think the Railways eouJd have carried on foi 
more than a week, your lailways which ^presented, literally the wheels of 
India s vvai machine 

I do not propose to engage m my anilysis of the rather axtiuuomieal hguies 
that hive been indulged m not shall 1 dabble in high fimnce I am, today, 
concerned with the most important problem facing the Railway administration, 
the pioblem of railway labour I expect the War Transport Member is aware 
of the extent to which there is seiious unrest among railwaymen on every railway 
throughout India I represent about 30,000 railwaymen Even I was not aware 
of the widespread and deepseated extent of this uniest A few weeks back 1 
made a very widespread tour of the whole ot South India I realised then what 
serious unrest there was on all sections of the different railways I would tell 
the Wai Transpoit Menibei that there is every leason for this unrest and I would 
ask him to re orient the complex and outlook of the Rnlway Boatd in dealing 
with the tequests ot the Railwaymen Today lailway labour is pupated, and I 
say this without my qualification, to join any movement, however extreme, 
if it ft eK tlul it e uniot iitluniM get untuss feu its legitimate gnevvnce I 


speak for the saner and more balanced section of the railwaymen when 
I make m appeal to the* \\ ir Transport Member to accept the reasonable 
lequests oi peopV like myself, because unless you accede o r quests of 
peopli like us who do not stake or destiov merely foi the sake ot 
striking oi distiovmg tin tmu will come m the not distant futuie when 
von will be fnnid to i out ede these demands ^ou will drive your 


best workers into the arms of every extremist union in this ooantry 
You will then be forced to accept uncompromising denivnds you will be foiced 
to give much rno'e than wliat we are asking, you will be forced to jivj gracelessly 
much moie than whit we ire now vsking vou to give gratefully The bitter dis¬ 
content that vou find in the Railways today is quite justified, bcciuse the rail¬ 
way emplovpe m the lowei strata is being sweated mid exploited This is not 
mirth n figme of speech oi hvpcihole T am talking fiom personal expeutnc'’ 

I know that members of mv community who have got a reasonable degree of 
education, who have studied up to the matriculation oi school certificate 
stand ml md who have joined the military railway opeiating units, who have 
qnlined afttn foui vears of w ir as first class driveis have fome back and they have 
been offeied hv way of endian rehabilitation employment on 6 annas a dav 
If vou don’t expect bittei resentment and reaction against this. I don’t know 
what vou enn expect This is an absolute fact I know that on the South 
Indian Railway people who have studied up to the high school have come back, 
from the army with certificates ns first class driveis are being offered re-employ- 
nient at 6 annas and B annas a dav \nd T am prepared to supply facts, to this 
effect to the War Transport Member 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall That is exclusive of dearness allow¬ 
ance and foodgrnm concessions 





1250 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [20lH FEB 1940 

Mr. Frank R Anthony. Still it is 6 aimas or 8 annas a day as a basic wage 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall They get three tunes the salary inclu¬ 
sive oi these concessions The Honourable Member is giving misleading figures 
Mr. Frank B Anthony I hope the War Transport Member will not defend 
the piesent policy ot sweating railway laboui Take the case oi an Anglo- 
Indian who has studied up to the school certificate class What do you oifer 
m England to an Englishman who has gone up to the school certifibate or the 
London matriculation standard Do you offer him the equivalent of 8 d or 9 d , 
togethei with foodgrams and dearness allowance No, you do not I would 
ask you to approach this matter in a mood of reasonableness Don’t perpetuate 
wlmt is rightly regarded as the deliberate exploitation of the lower cadres of 
labour in this country It is the souice of the most bitter resentment and if 
you insist on it, you will reap a whirlwind of discontent In this connection 
I would like to make a reference to the undue insistence by Railways on what I 
legard as an unnecessarily high academic qualification I am not one 
4 e 'of those who believe that you should place a premium on 
lgnoranci, but ut the same tune, I do wish that you should not be overborne to 
the other extreme of making a fetish of academic qualifications The Railways 
often advertise loi posts (anvmg a starting salary of Rb 40, the advertisement 
fuither states graduates only may apply The whole thing is utterly absurd, 
How mauy ot your European Railway officers would qualify under these 
advertisements, for a job on Rs 40 a month? I do not say that they are not 
good officers 8urely, a degree is not a precondition to administrative ability 
or integrity But why do you make it necessary foi a man to have a degree 
to gi t a job on Rs 40 m the laihvays 1 Why do you make it incumbent on a 
man to produce a school certificate or a matriculation certificate before he can 
be employed as a fireman? The fact of the matter is that these academic 
qualifications aie no guarantee of the ability or integrity of the m in who 
possesses thesp cutiticates Jn the past you have not insisted on them 
Within the last few years, however, you have introduced this policy of undue 
insistence on academic qualifications For the Imperial Police, you recruit 
people m England who have passed the London Matriculation examination 
By the same token, yon ask a man in India who has passed in . qim Rent 
examination to accept the job of a fireman on Rs 40 or Rs 50 a month 

In this connection, Sir, I do not know what my Honourable friends the 
leaders of the Railway Unions think, but I would ask the Railway administra¬ 
tion seriously to consider the restoration of the pre-1931 scales of pay I know 
you will say and you will have some justification for saying that all these will 
lead to tremendous financial implications which you may not be able to meet 
But in 1931, we were in the throes of one of the worst depressions the cost of 
living hud come down and living conditions had reached rock bottom and as a 
result of that, yoa introduced th ose revised scales of pay But those revised scales 
of psv are completely out of tSae; with .completely inappropriate as compared 
with the tremendous rise in the cost of living which does not seem to show any 
signs of goieg down I believe the Posts and Telegraphs Department is consider¬ 
ing the restoration of the pre-1931 level of scales of pay Pan passu, I think 
every other Department of the Government of India, should address itself to 
similar considerations I am glad that all the Railways have come under state 
management, because I believe that will now give you an opportunity, long over¬ 
due opportunity, of introducing uniform conditions with regard to pay, with 
regard to allowances and with regard to leave The Honourable Member for 
War Transport perhaps knows as well as I do that these conditions vary very 
considerably from railway to railway I know that he has argued very often 
that these variations are determined by the difference m the local conditions of 
living But, I say, Sir, this is a very unsubstantial and very unconvincing 
argument All the people serve the same administration, they do the same 
kind of work, they have the same qualifications, they naturally expect the same 
conditions of service 

Mr President: I hope the Honourable Member will bnng his remarks to a 
conclusion soon 
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Mr. Frank R, Anthony; I shall do so as soon as I can I should like to have 
vunuated many more grievances 

t should now like to refer to the very obsolete provisions of the State Bail 
ways Establishment Code concerning removal, enquiries and appeals The Rail¬ 
ways afc the one Branch of the Government administration winch in the matter 
ot lemoval, appeals and enquiries insist on perpetuating rules which are a relic 
of a primitive period Undei these llules, no l.ulway man has any security ol 
service I hope I will have a chance of elaborating tins on another occasion 
Another mattoi which I should like you to uldiess yourself to, is the rampant 
ibuse today of the pnnciplo of selection it is t salutary principle it woiked 
propeiiy, but the way in which you work this principle has opened the flood 
"acts of nopotibm and has created the greatest resentment m the minds of 
wulw lyrnen in general 

Filially, Sir, I would lernind the Honourable Membei for Wur Transport 
tint he, in common, with the administration is picdged to grant re employ 
merit up to the extent of 70 per cent to ex soldiers J for one, would take 
a very poor view, to say the veiy least, ipmt from any othci action I may 
take, it my attempt is made on the part ot Government, as a result of pressure 
by Lnions—I do not care whom—to resile from this piomise These men have 
undated v>iv vit il stniic to the lountiv van tnve promised tin*- you .vill 
ic employ them (o the extent of 70 pci mil I hope vou will fulfil that pin 
nuse and not go bick upon it 

Mr President. Before I call upon the Honourable Member, Mi Satyapriya 
limcijce to speak, T would request him to finish lus speech within ton minutes 
I propose to c ill on ill B nlvv iv Me mbtt 11 icph it qu liter past tom 

Sree Satyapnya Banerjee (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions Non 
Muhammadan Rural) Sir, if l use to speak at this fag end of the debate, 1 do 
so not to pi uso the Honourable the Wat Transport Member, but to bury him, 
ihliough Mi Griffiths the Icadci of the European Gioup tried in a very vigourous 
spetch to praise him l have heard wuh interest and attention and also read 
the speech which he deliveied the other day, but if 1 may permit mvself the use 
of an extravagant metaphor l am eonsu lined to say that his sptech is like 
dvkuess attempting to idummate light and it is no wondei, Sir, because dark 
ness reigns supreme m tlie**\vhole rulway system throughout the length and 
hi end ih of the country, darkness on the platform, daikness in the compartments, 
d ulness in the lavatories and daikness everywhere Therefoie, Sir, it was 
daikness th it was trying to illuminate light His speech contained pious wishes, 
ixtnvigant promises but very little faithful peiformanees l saj extravagant 
because the picture that ho give hefoie us regarding third class coaches was 
nothing but extravagant and I say veiy little faithful performances, perform¬ 
ances which should have gone a gicat, way to appease discontent that is pie 
vailing throughout the country Much has been made out of the fact that 
'-late acquisition by Government of all majoi railways has been achieved 
They say lailways have been nationalised but the most important thing that 
niirUrs—the only thing that counts—still leinams (o ho done cm , 6’ie Govern 
incut ind the Railway Boaid have not yet been nationalised because the Oov- 
. lament of lull’ and its suboidunte body, the Bnlw ly Boaul, lesponsibh' 
toi the udinmistiation of the Railways, <uo tied to the impel i ilist yoke in Gieat 
Britain and aie, so far as the matter is concerned, guilty of poldu.nl nepotism 
ind motivated by e ipd ilistic gr-cd 

[At this stue Mi Piesnlent vac ited Hie (ban whnh w is *hen occupied 
by Mr Deputy Pieside it (Sir Mohammad ^ mini Khan) i 

It is said again that the railways aie a business concern, an industrial under 
taking Quite so But what is more, it is an instrument hr service, service to 
the tiaders to the passengers, service to the consumers and service m the form 
of employment to the common man And I speak on this budget only with 
reference to the common man The common man has been altogether for¬ 
gotten by the Honourable Membei in charge of Railways Since the days of 
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the AovvOUii vmuiiinuee mo amenities of thi tliml cl iss passengeis have beeji 
i oatmuoiib y and system itn my mgli tied, and tin insult is t iat theie is ovei 
ciowdmg on tho platform, ovcrciowdmg in the compaitments, want of bathing 
facililieb, want ot provision toi adequate eattimg, want ot shades and waiting 
rooms on the plutioim etc and 1 hive seen the scenr of passengers Sitting 
on the loot ot the compailments and then having their jomuey through 

bn, my lime is uiy shmt and Ihmtoie l will (onhne myself to the demandB 
of luboiu As my Jtonoui.ible friend Air Anthony has ju»t remaiked, the whole 
of tin labour population on the. railways is dissatisfied They, it is frankly 
ulunttod, won the victoiy but they would also like to win the peace, but the 
llououiable the Tiansport Member stands in the way He has held out before 
them the piospcct of btaivation by sacking them What they want is, no re 
lionchmcnt, shoitci liouis ot woik and lcvision of scales of pay They have 
thiough the It ulwaynicn s Federation submitted then grievances for redress 
md U you do not want to redress their grievances, put them beioie an adjudi 
< ator you can have yom case placed before him md the workus on their sidi 
(an place their case beiore him and the wboh thing c m he thoroughly dis 
i ussed ind a decision \gree iblo to both the putios can be leached But the 
Honouiable Tianspoit Member is pcitcetly silmt l on behalf of the Congress 
Party to which 1 have tlw hoiioui to belong uttu i note of warning that if there 
is a gene'll strike on the llailw lys it will he as a lesult <>£ the callousness of the 
Transport Membci and the Ilanway Bo ud md if they use, they rise to meet 
the threat ot btaivation held out by tin Ti uispoib Member, they rise becausi 
thev Ic cl tlw-y hive 10 idled the hunt <>l 1mm m pilltnet lie e nise they tool thal 
obedience to the detested tyianny <>l (f.numiieiit meins rebellion to the voice 
of conscience and piogrobsive foiees ol sock t> and lustoiy Sn, human power 
is a trust foi human benefit and if \m« ilnise the powoi, uvolt becomes justice 
mil 1 m tv uld tin bminilcii .l.ily ot Hit n,|.md md tin lespemsibility will he 
vou’s With tins note of wanting T cone hide 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Sn, it is .dways, [ find, very difficult 
to reply to a debate of this sort Thi re h ivc been I suppose, a dozen speakers, 
each raising peihaps tin sl.lhjiits, md m the shoit time at my disposal I must 
therefore endeavour to tour peihaps 120 points Obviously it is impossible 
to do that with any sitisfaeiion, md f will, tluiofoy , tiy just to covei as many 
as I can,—those tint pirticuliily shuck me,—and leave the otheis over for a 
fuithcr occasion It 1 omit my points it is meicly bee uisc I cannot cover them 
all, and f am ifi ud m consupunct dso anything that I say must be of rathei 
a disjointed nituie, md some ot the points m ly perhaps be dealt with a little 
sketchily, but I will do my hist to cover as mum of the points that have been 
raised by Honourable Menibeis as I can 


First of all T should like to mike one geneial obseivation and that i 8 to 
remark on the absence of comment on tho financial proposals in the Budget as 
a whole Theie Ins been m the last two or three hours extremely little com¬ 
ment on tho fin mnal aspects and from that I must conclude that, so far as 
those aspects ue concerned, speakers hno found it difficult to pick holes in 
the pioposals put btfoie them md that therefore, there is not a veiy great deal 
of dissent Tlieio is, of (ouise, a great deal of comment on vauous aspects of 
railway administration, md these aie the points which I will particularly deal 
with in (in fiist pine, md tuen when ioimng to tho end of my speech I will 
return to the financial aspects which seem to be most important 

The fiist point that I should like to make is in connection with the one 
raised by my Honouiable friend fiom Calcutta, Mr Muhammad Ismail, and 
it is a point which I should like once again to take an opportunity to scotch 
because it is not only made bv my Honourable friend but also by p’-omment 
persons outside My Honourable friend remarked that during the 1948 famine 
in Calcutta luxuries weie moving to Calcutta when trains might have been used 
tor the movement of fooagrams 

Mr. Manu Subedar What about race-horses? 
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Honourable Stf Edward Benthall', 1 ,UI 1 veiy glad race-horses have been 
mentioned, because that is precisely the point upon which I wanted to touch 
'that point has been made by piomment peibons outside and it was made by 
Vmencun Senatoib at the tunc m Ainciica in orde’- to dmigntc the adminis 
tiation here Sil, the Woodhtad repoit went carefully into this ques'ion and 
mv one who has load it will appreciate that there is not one word of criticism 
ot i mdemnation of the lailways oi tin puouly bystem foi whit happened m 
Bengal m 1043 That is i fact The tiutli of the m itt< i is tint not one ton 

lebs oi foodgiams moiid to Cahutti, m spite of the fact tint, one railway wis 

<\asherl ft way 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Pk hideiicy Division Non-Muhammadan 

Rural) Sir, on a point of infoimution, is it a fact that »t Tessme railway 

station huge loads oi nee were stacked and could not In moved to the affected 
ireas fo” want of transport workers.* 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I will mswu (hat no\y That rice 
v\ is undo the eonOol of *he locil idmimstiihun md its movement was not 
then lequired by them That wjs gone into la u at gaeat length at the time 
But to revert to the piohlem is n vvhoh the "iilvvivs at that tunc moved all 
tin gmn that was nccessaiy into ('ilintti md it was tin difficulty of moving 
it on and distubuting it loi allv vvhnh v m-nl (lie tumble hut tbit was in no 
wav tlie fnilt of the mlwny- As iceirds the movi mint of hoises lioises 
vvhnh moved in hoist boxes on patuls trims ind passengn Hams it made 
no diffeiencc vvliatsocvei to the movement of toodynius \s T said, not one 
•on less moved into Calcutta on that »count, uul pitiwilv the same condi 
turns pie vail today Vs T snd in 1012 -non aftc i t iking ovti, the people's 
food is a matter of the. highest puoiitv with us and if it is offeied for move¬ 
ment it will 1 h movid In the diflu ul( times hefo c us the people’s food will 
have tin highest puoiitv ind the i iilw iys will move it 

Mv Honourable friend, Mi twangii, and the Tlouitv Picsirlent made u 
Domt that Tiulia should as fat is possible, be self suffieu nt in the construction 
o r emums wagons eovdies md ill otluv stoics lequued bv the raibvvvs Thev 
made the point that la foie the Wa- theie used to he seasonal hortnge of 
wagois, and 1 think thev eiHpniul vvluther we had enough wagons now, and 
vvhethei the wagon capiat*? of the lountiv is adequ ite for our requirements 
/ rn oui opinion thi wagon t ipiuiy <>l tlie country which is now 800 wagons a 
month is idcquate for ora requirements and for next vc.w owing to the mim- 
boi which in coining foiwaul liom outside, we did not think it necessary to 
place ordeis fo' nine tlian ihout 4100 genei it saviee w igons But more than 
tliat «ou’d ho p’ iced on tin lndu-hv md if if wine non—arv to get moie, I 
think tlio industry could certainly tickle them as tluv h ivi tackled them 
dnr no the vv n T think vou can take >t thn* the country is self supporting in 
wagons 

One of the problems winch we had to consider immediately on the cessation 
of the war w is vvhithci to cnail onleis fm tin Canadian and Umted Kingdom 
wagons which vvi li id otdcied It was tempting to liy to do so but we did not 
do so foi tvvo uii-ons Fn-t of ill i oikI >action of the w icons had proceeded so 
far that the cancellation chaigt s would have l>< on vav hi ivy and, secondly, we 
took the view that theie w is quite 1 probability that if post-war plans of 
industrial and othei expansion winch weie m hand materialized then we should 
require thos 1 wagons and, as it has turn, d out that has been fully pistified We 
have allowed those wagon- to come foivvaid and tho congestion of tinflFc lust at 
the moment, which is the busy season is such that we can do with eatery one of 
them 

Sri M. Ananthasay&nam Ayyangar The Honomable Member mav know 
what percentage of goods traffic will go down next year 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I wish I could tell the Honourable 
Member It is largely a mattei of guess work, but T will come to the traffic 
position again in a minute 
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On tho subject of engines, l vvue asked £01 details of the dates of pioduotion, 
aid the number of engines which we shall require and the numbers which the 
projected woikshops would turn out As to the number, we shall need round 
ibout 200 engines pei yeai, biond and metre gauge, I think tho proportion is 
lhout 160 bioatl and 40 metre gauge—any way about 200 in all It is pro¬ 
posed tint tin Km-blip ui noils will tuiii out HO and sin;b'iui» works m 
the initial stages of plan will turn out 50, making a total of 130, and, as 1 stud 
m icplv to ,i question the question of the initiation and location of a third shop 
will depend ujion a nunibn of f,u tois such is the dcgiee to which we go m for 
(lectiificatum, bee uisc wc could not in the hist place build electnc locomotives 
ui this country, and the extent to which we go in foi Diesel engines Taking 
these factors into account and dso tht fact til it the Snigbhum workb at Tata 
nagai may be ibh to build anothci 30, it is piobably best foi tin time being 
not to start on the thud woiks until we can sec more clearly what our precise 
i quiicnimts will be md wlnt wc m likclv to get out of the two piojcctod 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangai Cannot the Apiui works be unpioved > 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall In Ajmci svorks we aio turning out 
20 XT locomotives foi the Noith-Westcm Railway—tank locomotives—but the 
Vjmei Works, as they exist at piesent, aic not leully suitable foi the building 
of locomotives othei than m what I may call ‘job lots’ 

As regard-. the time when these locomotives ma\ he expected, ihe irmnge 
nv'-'t wjtn Ti'i, tbit i In \ h i O'c l cl b) pmdui ’ blue pun's of the lot o 
motive constriction woiks bv Oitibu 1‘Hfci nut then dehveiv elite fc l engmts 
is two veus ittc’ th it \s in the ease of tin T it i woiks, ill the maehniei 
foi Kanchiapui \oiks wil’ ml aiuve until 1'14H l\ul eoiistiuetnm of loco 
motives L ,m go cal m the me mimic, but in cannot expect any inoduetiou util l 
s.n .< tin ,,il ,.l 1'ljH ui I'Jl'l \1 lx cm In nun 's I pi-t "m utonol „i m\ 
budget speech, them mi difln ultifcin getting aheid httause of the heavy pio 
g amine of peimimnt ovcihaulw wbieli aic necessary owing to llu In ivv uinouut 
of work which Ii is fallen on tile tngnu s, nutieulailv oil that line, dunng the, 
war We' have got to arrange foi the ovcthaul of locomotives and the eoustuu 
tmn of new loeomotives to go on at the b inie turn and it is obviously ntteessuy 
it the' piesent moment not to lose tunc on the dvcihaul of the ovci worked 
engines which havf been stiallied m the w u 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar We wanted to know what the cstnn itcd 
11 st of K mein mat i woiksbop will be when it is completed 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 1 will find out, but I shall lequin 
notice of that 

My Honomable fin ml, Mi Avvangn suggested that wc should acquire now 
coal fields md make tho ’ailwavs ciitnely self suftielent in coal That I think 
is also i leeommciidntioii of the Standing Finance Committee It is ol coins, 
one that we will go into, but it is obviously one which icquires i gicat deal ot 
, onsideiation bceiuse it will have a most seumis iffeet on the coal tiadc as a 
whole The Deputy President of the House suggested that high coal puces 
were fixed for the benefit of tin luigo tolhenes The coal puces aio not fixed 
bv the Railway Boa~d, they are fixed by Government is a whole, and wlm 
r wished to convey m mv budget speech was that while wc natmally want to 
sc, coal puces imne down, we want to see them conic down gradually and wc 
do not want to force them down to starvation levels, such as existed before th' 
w a which resulted in forcing collieries to vvoik uneeonomically to the detriment 
of the coal position of the country The result of that policy showed up m the 
war when we had great difficulty m meeting the coal requirements of the 
country But the whole coal policy of the Government is on the anvil A 
c£il committee has been set up to go into all these questions, and I do not 
think one can properly settle either the collieiv ownership problem or the pne,' 
problem until that committee has leported 
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Several Members suggested that the catering position needed overhauling 
and that it ought to be done depuitmen tally That k also, I think, the recom 
mendation of the Standing Fmam (> Committee I am not quite cleat whether 
dl the speakeis today or tin Standing 1 ( malice Committee intended to refei 
ilso to vendorb on btations and wndois ot anted waters and so on 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar it meludcb everything 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall It includes everybody 1 do not 
think 1 need deal with that hole m detail bet m>t tint is one of the subjects i 
had m mind frn discussion on the Centtal \dvisorv Council foi Railways on 
which of courbe llic Standing Finance Connmttec Members sit So die 
Committee of the House will h>'< an jppoitumtv oi examining tint question 
is tlioiouglily as thev wish 

1 do not think 1 med dwell it length it ilie monitm, on the question ot lull 
load to oulmiilion 1 w is t vtu inch, mteiestnl m Mi Ayyangui’s opening 
speech on the subject in ninth In ui id< it pciiectU c eat that hib policy, tin 
policy foi which he stood and I pnsunn d o lus Baity, was provnnial nation 
ulisation That is piovu.cial owneiship ot toil (imspoit That of course is 
q>»de a diftetent policy to tin one lus J’ uty imcid to last year, and I do not 

think I need go into it, tutthci In i ius> f undi ist uni it \ ill conic up in a cut 

motion m the next few davs mil it will he hettu to uv »w the thmg thoroughly 
on that lathei than deal with it pmumcil tod ly 

Several speikeiB touclwd on tin question ot the uudeitakmg by Govnn 
ment to find openings m the tailwaxs lo* i\ mivkohuii That iinileitaking was 
given i, t by the flailw n Doj ntnieiit onlv hid hi Govtinmcnt as i whoc v av 

hick in the c.uh diys m tin c i k m i n< mnagi mint to lemutment md m 

onlet hum the point of v i< w of |ns(ut t thil min who might have t iken jobs 
in the iiilw lys oi m othei dep u tmnits <>l < mvi lnnitiit should not he debnitd 
fiom doing so it the i ml ol tin wn b\ tin lad 111 it s< meoni who did not go 
to the v u had shppt d into then pi m Will it seems to me a perfect'y sound 
line foi Govtinment lo tak j and pcitul'v just to tin soldieis and T was \er, 
glad to lit tu Mi Anthony saying -n l>ut t,l tonisi it doe's c’< lie difficulties 
for us m tin iiulway I>epa’tii li 1 mil it eieitts difficulty toi l 1 t ii’lwiyimn 
As I have olten said, 1 consult 1 the t uln inneii Inn done au ixtiemov good 
w n job and it is ditto ulf t<> isk them to gi>< w iv in soldieis Hu 1 I do not 
look at it quite SO gloomily is Mm hu two >. t oils I list of a’l m the comse 
of the wai, no less thin I li (llHi l ulw ivmeii becamt iltiieis They joined tin 
Defenet oi India Units md hid'mu unlit uy >«uu md theicfoie qualified is 
so'dnis f i tu i',\nie’i f m it>' i ulw i\s i, sohhe's (Inteiruption ) 

Mr Deputy Preaident (Sir Mohammad Yamm Khan)* Order, ordei The 
JTonourahle Meinbei sliouM u >t disuuli tin Hoik 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall T tlnnk m the whole I had bettei 

not go into the del ills of it They wou'd take smie turn lull, ’ > bu f, Mien 
is a good chance ot pci hups 25,000 buch men, one way, oi motile t finding 
t mployment m the i ulw i\s against the 77,000 pctmuuni posts which we 
ifilled dining tin wn Tint the whole of tin 77,000 posts cannot be tilled is 
vbvieiis h cause wink tin 77 000 1'eim ment posts \v 1 uch were filled temporarily 
dunng tin wai ue spieacl dl ovei India, tin Defence <>f Twin l nits were 
t oncentrated onlv in Rengil and Southern India As a mlc men who work on 
the rai’ways m Bengal would not he willing lo go to otliei piovmceb to find 
work and that is a hunting factoi m tiansieimg men who hive solved in the 
Defence of India Units as soldiers to the lailways m other parts ot India 

Mi Griffiths said How do vou propose to absoih all these men and pi event 
unemployment 0 Well, the mam answei is by two means keep up the traffic 
and get busy with lehvbihtation Todav as it happens I have just leceived the 
traffic review of the position m the middle of Februaiy The position todav is 
that the railways as legaids the movement of freight ait just as busy as they 
have ever been We me actually moving three per cent more traffic than la3t. 
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year take the Noith Western Railway, m Januaiy 1946 they loaded 96,760 
wagons, 16 , 3,121 \\ igons a day, compaied with 89,000 oi 2,871 wagons n 
day last year The same ipphes to the GIF Rai'way There are traffic 
difficulties on the Fast Indian Railway otherwise tlio figures would be higher 
Generally speaking, the position to day is that more goods traffic is moving 
than before and th it is due to the movement of vinous high pnority traffic 
such as coil, foodgranis and so on The coal target at neailv 3,200 wagons 
per day fiorn the Bengal and Bihai coilhelds is the highest tuigct we hive set 
ouiselve-, since T have been out here Tin insult of the pressure of this high 
plan ty ti iff,c is tint low puoutv ti dfic is bound to suffer and that is why 
ceitain of the cominoditns to which mv fund Sn A mini Ivlian icfenod, eq 
hides and g'assvvaio and eottige industiics m, l think, suffering at the 
moment Tint is why it is necessary to keep on priority contiol to ensure that 
it is the most essential goods which move But if that high rate of IratTie 
continues and a high late of passenger ti ifhe continues then it is obvious 'hit 
the traffic staff shou'd bo veiy fully employed 

As regards ichahilitation T think time is ittle doubt that all the shop labour 
will be brought into full employment [oi some veils to come m vauous "lasses 
of rehabilitation woik As legaids e onstiuetjnn the p'isition is a little difficult, 
because yoy do not lequue the st it ion m'slei or the ttaffic officer until the 
lailway is opened, so that tla employment fhcic will hr lalhci ot labouring 
classes and less m tile wav of flamed rii w ly men 

Mr Anthony said Uni y\i must piv ill, nlmn to the legitimate giiovmc. s 
md the reasonable nquesK ot such model etc pi ople like himself He asked 
for mere ise m the lowest glides p utn idul\ on the Soulh Tndun Railway and 
foi l rec onsideiation of the n vised si ifi-, ot |> i\ Mi finffitbs said that he 
would like to know i little mm, ihmit the new Commission which is going to 
examine such piohhms T would pond out to AH Anthony tli it nil tin sc 
problems hive foi sometime been undei considciation in the lailwavs and y\ill 
now come under the full and propci eonsidci ition of this lew commission 
But T e mnot trll Mr Gnffitlis mou ibout the nature of that commission, 

because d is i question which, 1 think In should iddress to the hnunre 

Depaitment who will hi dealing with it is d is i r emnmiss,mi wlnili "oveis 
all departments 

Sevenl qiieslions yvere asked ibout jiostw u plans me! in puticulu ibout 
, aruages or co iches for third cl iss trivd i said that I coulel not produce 
tin e < > i In s I v tin wive of a in ign w md mil th it is i f it t But my Honour 
able fin ml Ali« K ,i i yvlio spoke mj c'oepiudly and smccrolv =ugg, strd that 
that is peril ips a piogiamnic which might ncvei mat "'ll l ise This piognmme 
which I have set out in some detail m mv budget speech is i definite pro 

gramme to which vve hope to adheie and we hope to commence is soon ns vei 

we can We have .iltogethei on the Inoad gauge 9,970 bogie <caches and 2,730 
loui wheekrs The progrannm involves building 820 bioad md metre g mge 
coaches a year costing about four eimes of mpecs This yenilv pioginmnae is 
to lepl ice old coaches over a peiiod of 13 oi 14 yenis The piogrumne exrec'ds 
the capacity of the Railway workshops as they exist today md theiefoie it 
will be necessary either to mcicase the building capacity of (lie railway woik 
shops or to pliee oiders outside with enginecung works In this connection 
[ might mention that we are endeavouring to get sample coaches of all metal 
construction built outside Befoie vve can pi ice latge hulk oiders foi them, 
we have to carry out destiuctior tests to see that they will stand up to- the 
work It might be argued why do we spread the programme over such a long 
period of 13 or 14 years? The answer is of couise if you set up additional 
capacity to build double that number of coaches every year, you w ill finish it 
m six yens after which the shops will be out of work, which is not a very 
sensible piogiamme On the other hand it seems a more sensible course to 
try and build them in this country ovei a longer period and during that period 
to provide steady work for the workers But that programme of construction 
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will commence as soon as ever we can In fact it is commencing on the new 
mull.)iiamea winui ive me glaring from Auitmlia and on such harms as we 
have got in the bhops, mhougi ilium tliit ue bung tuimd out it tne present 
moment are not of the latest pattern which I described in my budget speed! 

My Uonourubl > iuij 0 Mbs, ivaia thought that oni budget was lather 
humdrum and not sulhciently expansionist and that we ouglit to push our 
lailways into the villages As I explained last year, it is my b< net tnat 
pushing out into the villages should on the whole be done by 10 ids, by Ionics 
ind buses rather bli m by Dianch lines That does not mean that there ue not 
many places when* biamh lines am necessary but 1 think the unm expansion 
ol transpoit in India m the next few years is likely to come and should come, 
on the roads 

Ah regards passing*.) tiafhc, 1 must say that the unfavourable expenences 
of my lionomable Juends, the M iharajkuunr of Vizianagarum uid tho Ra]a 
H ill id it ol Kmllikot' (tncy seem apparently to travel in the thud cl iss) were 
h mowing I must s iy th it I could not quite understand why my Honourable 
luind tlm Raj i Ball kIul slid that it did not rn ittcr whether thoic was a 
mirioi 01 not in tlx bath loom, bet aust then w is no water Perhaps he likes 
tdmnmg himself in i niinoi while hiving i b ith \fter biarmg his experiemes 
I wondued why lie dxl not st iy at home 1 My tnond, who is now sitting m 
tho Deputy President s seif, s ml that there has hemi no nnpiovcinent in trans¬ 
port binct, the w u t nth d Th it is not <orr<ct l’luue iri now 3*1,000 more 
tiaui miles i veiy day 

Raja Bahadur of KhalUkota l w is nfuimg to the Bengal Nagpui 
Hallway 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bent hall Kven then wi hive added extra 
trains 

homebody isked whit (its happt tied to the lruhtaiy Hviches, where are 
they, art they in Indn oi lim thiv gone ihnnd y '11. mswti is that they are 
here in this i ountry, tint they ire still being usid by thi unlit try foi ltpatua 
tion and demobilisation 

An Honourable Member The K ishnm hpi end still goes fiotu Calcutta to 
Ixashmn 

The Honourable Sir'Edward Benthall. It goes Uoiu Calcutta to Rawalpindi, 
taking the soldiein hick To their homes Utputnation is going on at tho rate 
of 50,000 a month and tho dtmohi is itxm figuitb u< much gicatei It is 
obvious tluit to cope with this volume of work tlieie must be special truus 
That is why Wc line not got the stock back We shall not get them back in 
large quantity till after tlhe end ol \pnl and thcieiftei wi hope to get them 
hack steadily and we shall put them on to trams as soon is we can get tLe 
stock back and of corn be renovated for civilian use 

A nimibei of remarks weie made about the cleaning of cunigts ind the 
suggestion was made that the wai should no longer bo mule in excuse foi 
lailuic to imptovo matteis The difficulty m the problem of cleaning the 
carriages is accentuated by the shortage of cairnges When \ou have got 
a limited amount of stock you hive to lun it as often as you can und you can¬ 
not kicp it it the termini for tho puipose of ole mmg Nor, when 
the tram is i unmng full, can you ask the passengers to get down so that 
tho carnages might be cleaned It is extremely difficult in passenger trains m 
filiici of tongistion to get the i’eanlmoss, but it has, I think, improved Turn 
ing now to the Emopeaii cockioaches, we have made special efforts to increase 
the quantity ol DDT which is now becoming commercially available in cotisi- 
deiablc qmntiln i Wo have got a Aledical Committee s tting on the use of 
these disinfectants and studying them scientifically Wo believe that impregna¬ 
tion cf paint with DDT will help keep these insects undei control 

The point was albo made by one or two speakers that we should endeavour 
to control ciowds Well, a certain amount of course is done, as for instance 
Howrah station, at the booking offices and so on But I think getting the 
queue habit is really a question of education, if I may say so I believe that in 
D 1 ~ ' very considerable ifnvolnntmmi r,t * * 
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the war, and it you couid persu,uh io adopt it, it wou'd be a solution 01 

the piobleni But you cannot cnfoice it bccm-a, it you mstnl bmieis or turns- 
tiles, you generally get complaints made to or by the local advisoiy committees 

As regards lighting I have not tune to give hguies, but ive are now definitely 
getting flesh supplies of bulbs ilthough we were a lakh and a quarter short last 
year We hope if everything comes foiw.ud, as it should, we should be deli 
mtely on the light side tins veai Pcopb* isle, T think the Honourable Membei 
from Assam asked, vvhv it is so bad up tbeie The mswer is on the B A 
Hallway, whereas hefoie the wai we used to nplue i (hoiisind bulbs foi e\eiy 
thousand in use, tbit is instead ot lepl icing once i veai, we have now to 
replace some twelve times m ihe veir, nid th it be can < they no stolen That 
is the worst affected aiea 

I would now like to touch on the imaiuiil questions Sn, >ou sau' that wt 
ire faced all o| a sudden with i die hue m out receipts ot Its 18 c rores ! 
submit them wus no question ot ‘ all ot i sudeh n” bc< lust two years igo T 
clearly indicated th it with the skewing down of military trithc there was, bound 
to be a fall of very serious dimensions But I igiee with you, Sn, that if wp 
ere not careful in.l if the tendenev weic to so on, wo might find ourselves ’ll i 
few -years time back whciu wt weio hie* ycais ago m our finance And one 
of the mam objects of my Budget speech w is to emphasise the point which 
you, Sir, made that ora finances do stand now it a veiy cntical stage l 
believe that the betteiment fund which we aie creating is a sound method 
because it enables the Railway Houd to have ceitun funds which it knows it 
wil be able to spend, and the Bond also knows it wiU be lhle to plan ahead 
and not merely plan fiom u« to yen As reguds the dtpicciation fund nv 
fnend, Sir Ziauddin, consideis th it it is too much ind my friend, Mr Vadi'al 
La lubhai says it is too little Who shall decide when such experts disagree? 
We think that the depieciation Lund is by no means loo gieat ml in fact it 
will rather be insufficient foi leplucmeots m tlu next feyv years 

I must rub m owe moic what, 1 ilnflk to be the mam lesson of this budget 
We now have got to come out of the cloud lmd in which we lme been hvmg 
m the war and haye to get clown to \ciy haid rt clities Somebody sa iJ tins 
budget is a sigtnl of contention and i w lining It xhou d, I think, be a warn 
mg to witm lieaitod meinbus yvho yvant gicatei amenities foi labom and for 
third cla*-s pissengers and for everybody else The budget figuies show what 
funds vve are likely to hive available in the fi.tuie T shill mentioh m veiy 
round figuies w’hat the demands of the All India Railw union's Fedorxtion 
would mean in teims of trorcs If we agieed to the dem rds which weie 
mule it then Moghulserai meeting it the end of November, we should lequire 
Rs 57 ciores per annum more to meet the scales of pay which they demand 
and anothei Rs 21 crores to meet the additional dearness al ovvance which *hoy 
ask for In other yvords the figures which (hey asked foi in November amount 
to an additional Rs 78 crores Where is this to come from 0 I do nob think 
those demands weie re illy scnous Certainly if he had been in possession of 
the budget figuies which he is now in possession of, no tesponsihle leadei 
could put them forward unless he was piepared to demand simultaneously a 
very substantial increase in the rates and faics And that. Sir, is what it boils 
down to If you are going to be generous to the railway staff, then the public 
have got to pay for it either m the form of increased rates oi increased fares 
It seems to me that the logic of what I said m the closing pages of my budget 
speich cm lead to no other conclusion, and therefore Sir, when Honourablo 
Membeis are considering these malteis I hope they will make their own calcu¬ 
lations and see yvhethei what I have said does not give m fact a true picture of 
the very serious pioblems which we are now facing If I have been successful m 
getting that one point home, than I think that will be something achieved m 
my budget speech 8ir, I have finished 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, the 
21st February, 1946 
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S’l VUKK1) Ql’l 8TI0SS \ND M55JW.RS 
(a) Or\l Answers 

Congress Impossibility for August Disturbances 

411 Mr P B Qole Will the Honouidble the "Hom< Member consider the 
question of ippointing i Comnuttte consisting ol elected non official members 
ol both the Houses to mqune into and ascertain whethei the several statements 
made m the booklet entithd Congress lisponsibility f >r August disturbances 
published b\ the Gcn'orumciit of India ware justified ind correct in view of 
spetifn denials bv Mali itina Gandhi md other responsibh Congress leadeis 1 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne (Ion mini m do n it propose to appoint a 
comnutt'', foi tin-, purpose 

Seth Govind Das is u i tut tint tin di-tvuuances which happened in 194*2 
were due to tin atiouties ot the I’oJkc rrul Mihtaiv m vanous piovmces and 
pi ices ' 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne No bir 

Shri D P Karmarkar M i\ I know whether tin Houoiuable Member agrees 
that tin pimiarv lesponsibilit \ tor the \ugust distuib mees lies heavdj on the 
head of the Goiernintiil of Indn wlio ‘-taitid the whole tiffin bv arrevtin,, 
w mtoiilv the li ideis ot Indn ’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne No Sr 

Detenus beforf and after Declaration of Hostilities 

412 *Mr P B Gole Will the Honourable the Home Member please state 

(a) the number of detenus under Regulation III of 1818 Bengal before th> 
declaration of hostilities m 1939, and 

(b) the numbei of detenus still under detention both under the said Itegu 
1 it on and under the Defence of India Rules after 1939 ? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne (0 md (l>) I ean mswei dulj foi peisom 
ustiicted or detained uiidu oidc i s of tfn Ctntr il Govemnit nt Thefigints i-ktd 
foi are 

(i) Undet Bengal Regmifioii III of 1818— 

on tlie 30th Juno 1939 41 

on the 15th Febiuary 1946 34 

All except ong of the total on each date are Afghans, detained under orders ol 
the External Affairs Department 

(n) Under the Restriction and Detention Ordinance (No III of 1944)— 
on the 15th February 1946 3 

Shri Sri Prakaaa. Would the Honourable Member give us an idea of the nature 
of the charges against all these persons who are detained under Regulation III? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne. All except one are detained under the 
orders of the External Affairs Department and the question should be addressed 
to the Secretary of that Department The one exception is the ez-Rana of 
( 1269 ) 
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Bajji, the Kdioui foi whoso detention in 1 ithtr complicated but it the Honoui- 
able Membei vv mts them I shill be glad to give them to him 

Diwan Chaman Lall May I point out that the em-Bana of Bajji is just as 
s ,ok as m, Honourable friend ovei theie 1 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne I am no judge of m\ own samt\ b i 

Prof N O Ranga With regaid to the oidcis of the External Allans Dipuit- 
lnent docs the Extcutnc Council come it m\ time into the p eture ' Is it at 
all c iisultcd • 

The Honourable Sir John Thome That epic slum must be addiesscd to tin 
officci ot the Dcpiitment concerned 

Diwan Chaman Lall Ma\ I isk wlntlici the Houmuable Mcmlni ib piepued 
to let this House Know what me the exact chaises against the Afghan detenus? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne That again must he addressed to the 
oflioer ot the Depaitment com erned 

Diwan Chaman Lall Is it that the light hand does not Know what the left 
hm\d does'* 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne The right hand cannot do the woik of the 
left hand 

Super vnmated ICS Men (British Personnel) in Service 

413 *Mr Manu Subedar (i) Will the Honourable the Home Member please 
stu'c how m i n Inch m Civil Service men (British personnel) were given an 
extension of seiwu 01 weie taken on special duty during the war? 

fb) How Hum of them aie still continuing in service 0 

(c) Whit au then emoluments’ 

(d) What is the uthcc which thev aie occupying, and what is the woik which 
the^ aie doing 0 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne (a) to (d) The numhci ot Butisdi Indian 
Civil Seic i idic-is who during the wai wire gi mwd extensions of seivict or 
etnploNcd on spe> nil dut\ undei tin (lovemment of India ittci siipeiannuation 
is 10 A ,t uncut giving tin lntoimition rpqimcd m lespict ot such of those 
officers as in still ip m Mice is 1 ml on the table of the Jloust 

Information ’egaulmg the liumhei of such oflncts cinploved by Piovincial 
Government-, is ot nailable 
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Mr Manu Subedar. May I know whether Government will make an effort to 
send away these officials now and let the legitimate Indian successors of theirs 
take these places? 

The Honourable Six John Thorne I have no doubt that each of these appoint¬ 
ments is under review Each of them is purely temporary and I have no reason 
to think that any of them will be continued beyond the time when it is considered 
necessary 

Mr Manu Subedar After the stoppage of hostilities, may I know whether 
Government have made a special inquiry as to the necessity for the continua¬ 
tion of the service of these superannuated British personnel? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome- There are 5 of these officers and I have no 
doubt that the case of each has been considered 

Extensions to Superannuated Personnel 

414 *Mr Manu Subedar- (a) Has the Honourable the Home Member got 
un\ special policy with regard to granting extensions to persons in Govern¬ 
ment service, or has he left it to the head of each Department? 

(b) Is it a fact that a large number of persons were granted extensions for 
vai ous reasons m everv Department of Government? 

(cl Have Government formulated any pohev with regard to the future so 
fan as tins issue is conceined? 

(d) Hi\e tliev passed any ouleis Mine the stoppage of hostilities for the 
discontinuance if the policy of granting exfen ions? 

(e) Aie all c ises of e\ti usioiis gianted bcvoncl the normal period brought to 
the notice of and reviewed b\, the Government of India? If'so, whal is the 
muluneiv foi doing thin? 

tf) Ts the Kin cnee Depuitment necessarily consulted oil all occasions? If 
not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne (i) and (b) Extensions of service after 
the date of superannuation are governed bv Fundamental Rule 56 Such exten¬ 
sions are granted onlv on public giounds and m the mt< tests o f good administra 
tion 

In normal times extensions ot service lie gianted onlv in exceptional cases 
But owing to the ever increasing shoitage of officers during the war it was 
necessary to grant more extensions of service (or to re-emplov more offic ers after 
retirement) than m normal times 

(c) The Government do not consider it necessaiv to formulate anv policy 
other than that embodied m Fundamental Rule 56 

(d) Extensions of service are granted onlv m tile public interests, and no 
fuither orders are necessary 

(e) Extensions of service- aie oidin ink ginnted foi one year at a time, which 
means that such eases ate in practice reviewed annually 

(f) Not necessank 

Mr Manu Subedar May I know whether the Finance Department has been 
consulted on this, in view of tho fact that the extension of service to a very 
senior mail imposes a larger biuden on the levenues of India than his being 
sent away and a junior successor coming in? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne I think my friend can rest assured that if 
the Finance Department thought it was necessary that it should be consulted 
the other departments would have received instructions accordingly 

Prof N G. Ranga Will the Government consider the advisability of no 
longer giving this facility to these superannuated offieeis and not extending their 
services ? 

The Honourable Sir John Thom© I think I have answered that Mv answer 
novel ed that 
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Prof. N Q Ranga Does it mean that the Government of India are not 
going to extend the service e>f those gentlemen, now that the wai is over? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne The ease of each gentleman will be consi¬ 
dered individually 

Prof N G- Ranga What is it that prevents the Government of India 
considering this as a matter of principle), so that they may be able to economise 
expenditure on these services? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne The pimciple is clear 'Ilns course is 
adopted only in exceptional incumstanccs Time is no difference in pr nciple 
now from the pimciple that v\ is followed before the vvar The difference is in 
the circumstances 

Liabilities of Government o* India re Defence Works, etc 

415 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Membci 
p'ease state the post wai Ji ibdiLes in nspeet ot Defence works and services 
and terminal charges inclined by the Government of India, which of theso 
have been determined and winch are still being carried forward in suspense 
accounts? 

(b) The numbei and cost of capital works constructed during the war by 
the Government o{ India 01 hv oi on behalf of (y) His Majesty s Goveinme.nt and 
(n) TJSA Government? 

(c) What is the pie«fnt position with rtgaid to the capital works 'on‘tni(t«<i 
by (i) His Majesty’s Government and (n) the USA Government? 

(d) Will Government place in the Library a complete description of all 
capital woiks which wcu constmeted, md whit the present position is, i g 
whether ictamed, demolished, sold to the public, etc ? 

(e) How many of these have stopped working? 

(f) 0 i what basis will the disposal take place? 

(g) Have the Government of India accepted any settlement with icgaid to 
the moneys irismg out of the realisation of woiks belonging to (i) the ( K and 
(u) the U S A ? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a) No postwar liabil ties m lespect 
of Defence works and services have been incurred by the Governrntnt of India 
Liabilities aie chirped either to Hix Majesty s Government or to India as they 
arise and are not taken to t suspense account 

(b) The number of capital wo'ks constructed during the wai cannot r< adds 
be given The < ost of works built in India In or for the Deft me Sei vices is 
estimated at Rs 3f>4 5 < re>res ind of til’s Its 1090 etoics bavi bun iliaigcd <o 
India and Rs 164 0 crores to His M ijestv s Government, of the tornu r Rs 43 O' 
crores represent W'orks carried out foi tlic United States Forces in Ind a undci 
Reciprocal Aid \ few works have been undertaken direct both b\ Ills Majestv 
Government and the United States autliontics chicflv m operation are is but I 
have no precise information at present as to their number or cost 

(o) The Government of India are contemplating taking ov< r works constructed 
by His Majiatv’s Government and the United States Government in India 

(d) A list of maje>r work-, with an indication of whether they have been or are 
being retimed, demolished oi sold will be furnished in due course 

(e) Infoinntion is being lolleetcd 

(f) When a capital woik is no longer ltijuiied bv the Central Government, ait 
opportunity is first given to the Provincial Government oi State concerned to 
acquire it at a puce to be ncgoti ited taking into ucount the e-ost of (onstruction, 
current market values and the use to winch tin* buildings arc to be put If the 
Provincial Government or St ite do not reqime the work it will be disposed of 
bv sale to tin best advantage of the State 

(g) (l) Any moneys so realised will go to ieduce the sterling balances 
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(n) It has been agreed that the pioceeds will lie pi d m mpi is gainst which 
United Stitcs Government expcndituic in hicl'a can be mi t m li ilniue remain¬ 
ing will be the subjec t of negotutions which will t ike p 1 u.c l itci 

Mr Manu Subedar Aiismg out of the mswer to the I ist put nn\ I know if 
Government have got m\ assmame tbit the USA Govt rniiient w 'll not use 
the rupee procet ds uccntd in this imnnci for financing thr lunnil operations 
of Ament in purchase in this countiv > 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands \.s Sir It . m-. «>lth to Gov 
eminent expenditure 

Mr Manu Subedar With ithumc to put pj, ni.ev I know m >\hat manner 
the capital works whnli will In u quiud b\ Indi i will bt pud so fu as II s 
Majesty s> Govcrnnunt iml tlic l S'A Government me com mud’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands 1 have niswt-ud that quest.on I 
wilL lepcat it It rtallv conns mult > the list question that is t<* si\, in relation 
to woiks taken ovei hum His Mijistv s (mvummnt His Mijistv s Govern 
mtnt will be credited with tin iinoimt md tliev win mtom ti< II ieduie the 
«telling balances and lie tie tb d m tin w.i ! hue ju-t italic ited 

Mr Manu Subedar With uicienee to put (b) miy i enquire on what basis 
this debit of l‘J9 nous Ins taken pi m and why it has l.tcn debifr<rEo India 
when it was m the intmst ot .In Mlud (.nutmmnK whose h< td.pi >ters [nclit 
h id bt conic > 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands \s L h i\< s i u n, , ph to tlie qi > s 

tion, 11s Id ‘J cious upu suits it 11 pi in t! ml to the ( S V in In I nice u pie 
sents works cirncd out for tin defence of Ind a 


Hu h Di nomination Notes 

416 *Mr Manu Subedar Will the Honourable the lVvi.it* Member pleaso 
stite for the inform inon of this House 

(i) the object of issuing Ouhn mee No II of the 12th Januaiv, 1040, asking 
II inks to sujiplv nloimation with legaid o their ho 1 dings of notes of high 
denomination, me tiding J’s 100, 

(u) total mimhci of notes of eicli denomination held b\ *1..* e tilled Bulks 
on the date tor wlnili thuietuins weie asked for, and 

(ill) the tot ll outst iiidin„ issue' n tin hinds of the pillil'. (f not s of t u h 
of the high denomination including Us 100 9 

The Honourable Sir Archiba'd Rowlands (i) As a m. rain puludo to Gulin 
aim No III of Bill. 


(i.) lh. 


l.v Hit tlgllli 
Rs 100 

Rs 500 

Rs 1,000 
Rs 10,000 





Rs 1J-.0 7UXOO 
Rs 22,500 

R« 7 50 7*. 000 
Rs |O4(HMI00 


Total Rs 21,01,6s,500 


I would, howevci, add tli it lelunis are still being received by the Bombay 
cifhce of the Restive Bank md the 1 tlieckmg up of the n tuin= hie not et been 
completed 

(in) The \ due <d notes of denoiumitums of E<s 100 and d ovc vliieh vuic in 
emulation on lltli Iuiuarv 1046 was 

Rs 100 notes Rs 501 57,Si (jOO 

Rs 500 notes Rs 2t> Is 000 


Rs 1,000 notes 
Rs 10,0(10 notes 


Rs 1 10,70,11 000 
Rs 24,00,40 e00 


Total 


Rs 0,45,14 51 oOO 
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Mr Maiku Subedar In view of the very small figuie of Its 100 notes which 
the Scheduled Banks v\eie holding, namely about 12 c,rotes out of a total ot 6U1 
crores outstanding, inav I know why Government thought it proper to secure the 
return of Bs 100 notes which destroyed the confidence of the public m these 
hundred rupee notes and m (he currency generally throughout the country, and 
what ucre the leasons which induced the Government to do this 1 


The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I do not accept the hypothesis, 
t’he reasons weie hislh because we did not know how much the Banks held and 
secondly 't was to conceal the scope of Ordinance No III > 

Shri Sri Prakasa In view of the fact that the Houomublc Mcmbei said that 
the issue of this Ordinance was only a prelude to the Ord nance that succeeded 
about thousand, rupee notes, muv 1 know if the Uonoumble Member hadi in ide 
up his mind beforehand that he would issue the second Ordinance also when he 
issued the first one > 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Obviously it w is issued within 24 
bouts ot each othei 


Shri Sri Prakasa M iy I know why then the two wcic not issued togethei and 
whit particular inhumation reached the Honourabh Mtinbei m tlipse 24 hours 
beciusi of which lie finally decided io issue the second out ' 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Hit n isnn w is that 1 wanted to 
a vo d uiy possil.le h mky pmU of t \« hinging i otes b\ individuals holding them 
Wit 1 tile bulks united to luioi . v u tlx how Hum notes the banks had on 
tin (losmedn—hitunlav 


Mi Mana Subedar \1 iy 1 know it Government base seen the criticisms that 
tin m mi o' |ic < t the hist Oidinani( ind the subseepient Ordinance has not been 
ailnevid and tint only tlie public have been put to enoimous mionvemcni e l 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands 1 have seen the lepoits, but I do 
not accept them 

Shri Sri Prakasa Is the Honomahle Mi mbit sine that nothing that he 
disnibid is liinln pinky tcxik pi ice, despiti ill Ins cttoits 1 


The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands 1 w xh I could be quite sure that no 
hanks pinky took plaee, but I am quite sure tint the stope foi hanky panky was 
very sevnelv n stiu ted bv the second Ordinani e 


Shri Sn Prakasa Wh il is tlie exact meaning of the expitssion hanky-panky i 
The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands i mi aft aid I clo not know the 

Hindi oi the I’rdu eqim litnt of thai 


DeMoyhrisxrioN of High Denomination Bank Notes 

417 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the HonouiabJe the Finance Member 
pie tse sfite the object of issuing Ordmince No TIT, dated the 12th January, 
1910 to (iiinide foi the d, moncfisatioi, ot LCitiun high denomination bank 


(b) Wlnt vv is tlie unount of l ieh of the high denomination notes tendered 
and ivilnngecr (Phase give information available with tegard to different 
centres mil with n gard to diffeicnt days on which the notes were so collected ) 
fc) Wlnt m ii gemeiits have been made with regaid to the Indian State, 
tor the application of the lequiremtnts of this Ordinance ? 

(d) Whit is the position with regard to notes which may be outside India? 
(i) Han (<o\ei’mi<'H i ons id i ii (i the iiKoimui me to the bona fide owners 
and do they propose to piovido foi tv optional cases where satisfactory expla¬ 
nation is forthcoming foi the delay ,n exchanging high denomination notes on 
account of -Uness, absence from town, failure to locate the notes with n the 
peno.l oi 111v other satisfactory ind bona fide leason 11 



1267 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Howlands: (a) The objects were 

(1) to strike at the black marketeers, 

(2) to lope in the tax dodgers, 

(3) to deprive of some of their ill gotten gams the public si i vants who hud 
oetiaved then trust and to bring some of them to book, 

(4) to check the unhealthy boosting of shares which was taking place in 
certain sections of the market, to the enrichment of the spee til a tor at the expense 
of the genuine investor, 

(">) to bung undei control a potential source of dangn to sound nionetaiy 
policy, 

(b) to warn speculators, black maiketeers, prohteeis, the hula giuis and the 
bribe-takers that, now that the wai is over, Government intends to deal lesolutely 
with tin in and to make it plain that Government will no longer tolerate thur 
holding the community to ransom, 

(7) to try and turn some of the hoarded money to pinduetiye use in tilt 
deyedopment of the countiy, and lastlv, to fill in one of the many gips m our 
stat stical knoyyledge, and in this respect the Ordinance s complementary to the 
analysis which the Reserve Bank is underfiking of bmk deposits 

(h) I place on the table i statement giving the nifonn ition eh sired 

(e) At the instance of the Crown Kepiesentatne piuMcdh ell the Indian 
States Imc enacted legislation parallel to the Bntisli Tndun Ordinance 

(cl) I yyould invite attention to mle 6 of the High Denonnnaton Bank Notes 
(Demonetisation) Rules, promulgated yvith the Iiname Department Notification 
No D 535 F TIT/4G dated 26th Jhnuarv 1916 

(i) The nnswei to the first part is in the affiinmtne, md as legards the second 
pan, T would mvile the Honouiable Member’s attention to elause (10) of section 
6 of the High Denomination Bank Notes (Demonetisation) Ordinance, 1946, and 
to the Finance Department Notificat on No D 359 F ITI/46, dated the 26th 
Januaiv 1916 
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Mr. Manu Subedar. Whue the objects mentioned by the Honourable Member 
are laudable, may I know why the machinery miscarried at a later date, whether 
Got eminent made any inquiries, whethei anv cases have been found out, 
whether Government are aware that there was a black market m high denomina¬ 
tion notes at almost every mipoitant centre and that these notes fiom the guilty 
parties mentioned by him, were taken over by others and were cached m ' 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands 1 have no doubt that anything that 
we do m this countr\ will pioduic another black-market But l have only had 
one oi two specific cases brought to my knowledge and they aie under mvcstiga 
tion and, if necessary, will lead to prosecution 

Shn Mohan Lai Saksena May 1 know how manv cases of bribe taking were 
detected ' 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands \one, bir, it w is not intended to 
find out bribe taking 

Mr Manu Subedar Did Government institute any spceial muhmeiy in 
advance to prevent the ai sing o f this black market which I have mentioned and 
which newspapers were comment! tg upon lrom dav to da\, and tvi\ el iv rates 
were being quoted irom 11s 450 to IN 000 foi thousand rupee notes ’ And when 
Government saw all this in the picss, if they did not put any special tnichiiMy 
before, dul they institute auv speeml machinery liter for catching specific cases 
end punishing them ' 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands We scut a telegiam to eveiy 
Distiu t Magisti ito in India to w itch out eveiy day 

Seth Govind Das The Honourable Member said that anything done here will 
produce a black market May I know who is responsible for it? Are Govern¬ 
ment not responsible for such i state of tilings' 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands 1 have no doubt at all that Govern¬ 
ment aie not entirely fiec> fiom blame but [ think there are people m this countiv 
who are only too ready to take advantage of it 

Seth Govind Das Is the Honourable Member aware that if theie is a 
national Government, these black-markets will not exist? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands That is not a question of fact, it is 
a matter of opinion 

Mr Manu Subedar Ala\ I know what steps the Honouiablt Member wil 
now' take to restore eonfidem e m note issue generally throughout the country to 
some extent, because loss of confidence has taken place? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I do not agree that there has been 
mv Jiv-s of confidtnce except that induced 1>\ people who like to make mischief 
In point ol f ict we h ive published the f ict thit theie is no intuition of ilenioqet 
sm„ mv othei noti s 

fareejut Rohim Kumar Chaudhuri Mav I know what steps were taken to 
nidify the Ordinance in rural areas' 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Wc gave publicity to this on the 
wunless, we published it in the press, wc sent copies to every bank and to every 
Distnct Magistrate I admit that thev got there late 

Dr Sir Zia TJddm Ahmad’ Is the Honourable Member aware that large 
numbers of notes of high denomination weio tiansferred to Indian States and 
they were also mishandled by smaller banks’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands i would be very giateful for the 
evidence m possession of the Honourable Membei 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena. May I know what further steps, if any, Govern¬ 
ment propose to take to detect bribe givers and bribe takers? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: The declaration forms both as to 
the names of the people tendering them and the declarations thev made are 
being carefully scrutinised 
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Pro1 N O Ranga What is the estimate of the gain derived b\ Government 
as well as the public as a lcsulfot the promulgation of the Oulinance? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands It is inestimable 

Mr Manu Subedar. May I know what was done by Government when they 
came to know that the signatures of J P’s and Honorary Magistrates were 
being forged on the presentation forms by applicants? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I w is not aware of that 

Shri Sri Prakasa Is the Honouiablc Member sure that the objects for which 
he issued this Ordinance have been fulfilled, and can he tell us the number ©f 
guilty pel sons he has caught > 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands We me exumning the declarations 
in great detail 

Sreejut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri May I know if any special instructions 
were issued to the Distuct Officers and Sub-divisional Officers for the purpose of 
notifying this Ordinance in the rural areas’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Acs Sir 

Broadcasting Station at Patna 

418 *Mr Madandhan Singh (a) Will the Honourable Member for Informa¬ 
tion and Broadcasting please state if there is any scheme to start a Broadcasting 
fetation at Patna (Bihar)? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, when will the Broadcasting 
Station begin to function’ 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan (a) Acs 

(b) The leplicement equipment is waited fiom United Kingdom No definite 
date ran theiefoie, be faxed for the funct'nning of the station 

Sri N Narayanamurthi Is Patna the only new broadcasting station that is 
now undei contemplation or are there others also? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan- There are others also 

Babu Ram Narayan Smgh In the last Budget session of the Assembly it 
was announced that Patna will be the first broadcasting station to be con¬ 
structed Has that pnonty been cancelled or does it still stand? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari- It stands 

Prof N Q- Ranga- Is it not a fact that Government have been trying to 
get this broadcasting machinery and other apparatus for the last two years? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari- Acs, Sir, the previous equipment was 

Sri N Narayanamurthi Will the Honourable Member state what other 
stations are in contemplation’ 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari: Karachi is one, Nagpur is another, and 

there are others 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know if in Delhi there are a 
number of stations working for carrying on propaganda in the eastern countries 
and in Persia, Arabia and other places? Cannot this machinery be released 
for establishing the Patna station 0 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan That does not seem to arise 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha May I know for how long this scheme of start¬ 
ing a broadcasting station at Patna has been under consideration? 
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The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari Foi quite a tune but, as I explained m 
answer to a question bv rnv Honourable friend Prof Pangs the first lot of 
equipment w is sunk, and the one which is now expected is undei test m the 
United Kingdom, and I hope it will tome soon 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar I am asking the Honourable Member 
w'S he should go to the United Kingdom for getting machinery for Patna 
Tht re is machinery liert w hich is used for carrying on piopnganda in various 
countnes, and why cannot thut maclnneiy be sent to Patna? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari I cannot answer that without notice 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar' I said even yesterday that there are a 
number of such machines yvhich were used during the yvai for propaganda pur¬ 
poses and winch can noyy he leleased OrioSa has no broadcasting station, the 
Telugu language has not got one and othei languages also have no broadcasting 
stations Why cannot one set of machinery be installed m Patna and why 
should notice be yvanted foi this’ 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari The only reason why I wanted notice 
was that I may get the question examined and give a reasonable ansyver to the 
question 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Win did it not stuke my Honourable 
friend to utilise those ilroidv m existence winch line been tluowii out of use 
after the wai - ? Why should he want any illumination fiom me 0 
(No leplv was given 1 

Appointments under Unified Scales of Pax 

419 *Mr B B Varma (>) With reference to the Home Deputment Office 
Memo No 1/3/44 Ests(S), dated the 30th October, 1944, and the Finance 
Department Office Memo No F44(3)W/44, dated the 20th January, 1945, 
recording Unified Scales of Pay, will the Honourable the Home Member please 
state whether the Unified Scales of Pay introduced during the War ire going 
to be abolished? If so, by what dite are thev likely to be abolished? 

(b) Do Govemmant propose to appoint those persons, who arc m the Unified 
Scil°s of Pav, in the First and Third Divisions of the Goyeminent of India 
fcjecietariat, when these Unified Scales of Pay are abolished? 

tc) Is it a fact that m seyeral Depaitnients of the Government of India 
even non-gisduates hive been Appointed in the A’ Grade of the Unified Scales 
of Parv° If so, hoyv many, and what are the reasons for doing so? 

(d) Are Government aware that non graduates have been appointed in the 
A’ Grade while the Federal Public Service Commission’s qualified giaduotes 
hue been given only B glide m ceitain Dep utmeuts ’ Tt so why? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne (a) ind (b) These matters are under 
consideration 

(c ) As the number of candidates who qualified foi appointment to Grade 
‘A’ m the examination held by the Federal Public Seivice Commission was 
nisi fficiei.t to fill all available vacancies Depaitnients were authorised to 
reel ml to such vacancies themselves where necessary I understand that 
under this dispensation at least one non giaduate ha- been directly appointed 
to the ‘A Grade, but my information is not complete Some non-graduates 
have been promoted to the ‘A’ Grade, but I am not aware of the exact number 
To collect infoimation on these points would mean a good deal of labour 

(d) With the first part of this clause I have aheady dealt in the answer to 
the preceding clause As regards the second part of the clause, it is quite 
possible that the Commission has nominated graduates to the ‘B’ Grade In 
accordance with the terms of the notice for the examinations it was open to the 
Commission to nominate for Grade ‘B’ those candidates who did not qualify 
for Grade ‘A’ but who secured more than a prescribed minimum of marks 

Prof N. G Itanga' Is it not a fact that non-graduates have been appointed 
directly to ‘A’ Grade? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I think I have answered that 
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Frol, N. G Ranga. The answer was that non-graduates have been promoted 
to A Grade, but not that non graduates were not being appointed 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne My replv was that L understand that 
under this dispensation at least one non-graduate lias been dntctly appointed 
to the ‘A’ Grade, but my mfoimation is not complete 

Prol N G Ranga. If there were giaduates available and they were appoint¬ 
ed to ‘B Grade, why should non-giaduates be directly recruited to the A’ 
Grade? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne I am quite prepared to admit that there 
may have been some diffeience m standards in some Departments, but I thuik 
it has been on a very small scale, the arrangement is purely temporary and I 
do not think it is necessary to pursue it further 

Appointments under Unified Scales of Pay 

420 *Mr. B. B Varma (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member please 
state the policy ot Government in the matter of retrenchment in the Govern¬ 
ment of India of persons recruited directly in the Unified Scales of Pay? 

(b) Do Government propose to retrench all those persons who were appointed 
directly in the ‘A Grade in preference to those who were promoted to that 
grade departmentally ? 

(c) If the position be as stated in (b) above, do Government propose to 
consider declaring the former as junior to the latter? 

(d) Is it a fact that peisons who are on deputation and were appointed ui 
the ‘ A ’ Grade have been confirmed in some Departments in that grade m super- 
session of the claims of the departmentally promoted persons? If so, what 
action do Government piopose to take in the matter to set things nght? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne, (a) The following instructions have been 
issued m respect of persons m temporary Government service who have to be 
retrenched 

(1) fo sihgiiuil tin iiiku-ds ol minority ionimunities, iuL II me Depait 
ment Press Communique dated 4th October 1945, a copy of which was placed 
on the table of the House on the 7th February, 

(ii) to give letrenched then the use of the Employment Exchanges set up 
b\ CrOMinment, this will intan broadlv speaking that they ire given the same 
facilities for finding alternative employment as are enjoyed by men demobilised 
from the forces 

(b) and (c) I undeistand the phrase ‘'•promoted to that grade depart- 
mentally” to mean permanent employees who have been promoted to officiate 
in the Assistants Grade So far as I am aware, the question has not arisen 
(d) [ do not undeistand the question as no one can be confumed in the 
‘A’ Giade 

Hindi and Urdu or Hindustani Programmes for All India Radio 

421 *Mr M R Masanl (a) His the attention of the Honourable Membei 
for Tnfoimation and Broadcasting been drawn to a news report entitled “Hindi- 
Urdu Policy Information and Broadcastmg Member Holds Conference” which 
appeared m the Ilimhistan Times, dated January 29, 1946’ 

(b) Is it a fact that such a Conference was held in which the Hindi-Urdu 
policy of the AH-lAdia Radio was discussed 5 

(c) la it a fact that the majority of members taking part in this Conference 
recommended a curtailment of Hindustani broadcasts in favour of separate 
broadcasts m Hindi and Urdu’ 

(d) Are Government aware of the fact that such a recommendation would 
be regarded as most retrograde by the progressive and nationalist section of 
the people who stronglv support Mahatma Gandhi’s movement for the develop¬ 
ment of a common national language? 
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(e) Are Government awar^ of the fact that in furtherance of such a move¬ 
ment, Mahatma Gandhi has resigned from associations holding separatist 
views in language? 

(f) Does the Honourable Member propose to give an assurance that Gov¬ 
ernment (1) will not encourage separatism, (n) will not curtail Hindustani or 
hinder its development, and (in) will encourage the development of a common 
national language though the medium of the radio’ 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari (a) Yes 

(h) Yes 

(c) No 

(d) Yes if such a recommendation were made 

(e) Yes 

(f) Yes as far as it lies in my power 

Mr M R Masanl Arising out of the answer to part (c) that the report 
is not conect, will the Honourable Member kindly tell us what exactly is the 
recommendation of the Conference? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari I wiU read it out from the Press Note 

Aftei a full discussion, the Committee unanimously came to the conclusion that the 
use of Hindustani as the common language for news bulletins, though not free from difficul 
ties should not bi given up without a further attempt at arriving at a generally acceptable 
\ocabulary ” 

Shn Sri Prakasa Will the Honourable Member for mv illumination, 
kindly give Ins leplv to the question I am asktng in Hindustani, Urdu and 
Hindi m order that I may understand what exactly these languages are? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari I regret inj inability to do so 

Mr M R Masanl Will the Honourable Member consider the members 
of this House as experts m terms of the Press Note which he has refered to, 
by placing a copy of the Lexicon which has been prepared, of English words 
with their Hindi and Urdu equivalents, in the Library of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari Certainly 

Anti-Congress Propaganda by Indian Information Office, Washington 

422 *Seth Govlnd Das. (a) Will the Honourable Member for Information 
«nd Broadcasting be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Indian Information 
Office at Washington has been spending money for the anti-Congress propaganda 
by publishing, subsidising and circulating a number of books from the year 
1942 to 1945? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member lay on the table the number of such 
books with their names, the names of the authors and the total expenditure 
incurred on them? 

(c) What was the total amount spent in the United States on piopaganda 
during 1942-43, 1943 44, 1944-45, with special reference to the following 

(l) expenses of Sir Girja Shanker Bajpai’s Office, 

(11) Expenses incurred on publicity materials, posters, pamphlets, cables 
sent to the United States of America, 

(m) expenses meuned on sending the various missions 8uch as the ‘Sarma 
Mission’, 

(iv) expenses incuired on the special Publicity Officer maintained for pre¬ 
paring literature sent to America, and 

(v) expenses on air travel to Amenca incurred by the officials of his Depart¬ 
ment at short intervals? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari* (a) Not that I am aware of 

(b) Does not arise 

Its 

4,01,600 
7,08,825 
8,59,300 


(o) (i) 1942 43 

1943-44 
1944 45 
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(u) Publicity to Aiuenca has been handled as part of the normal external 
publicity duties of the attached offices of this Department, but if the Hon 
Durable Member is lefernng to the budget oi the Indian lniormation Services 
mamtained in America it was Rs 61 542, Rs 1 55 lakhs and 4,11 lakhs in the 
three years respectively 

(ill) I presume the Honouiable Member is referring to the tour gentlemen 
(Sir Srinivasa Sarma, Sir H G Misra, Mr U R Bhole and Mi M Ghias- 
uddin) sent to America duimg the \ear 1943 U If so, expenditure meurred 
on. th6ir visit was Rs 59,000 

(lv) United Publications produce a magazine called ‘Perspective’, directed 
towards America The Editor of this magazine is in receipt of a pay of Rs 850 
p m in the scale of Rs 800—50—1,000 

(v) Rs 9,728 

Seth Govind Das The Honourable Member has denied the allegation which 
is contained in parts (a) and (b) of inv question, but does the Honourable 
Member know, Sir, that these two books—“What Does Gandhi Want”, and 
A Report on India’—weie written by Mr Raman who is an employee of the 
Government of India? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan I do not know whether they were 
written by him 

Diwan Ohaman Gall His name is on the books 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan, I did not know of the existence of these 
books Mr Raman is leaving the service of the Government by the end of 
this month 

Seth Govmd Das When he has denied this fact, may I know how does he 
say that no anti fongiess piopaganda is being carried out in America when 
actually an employee ot the Government of India Ins written books like “What 
Does Gandhi Want” and ‘A Report on India’ ? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan I said, Sir, “Not that I am aware of” 
Now that the Honouiable Member has mentioned these two books, I will find 
out whether these two books were issued with the funds made available by 
Government 

Seth Govind Das Does the Honouiable Member know that His Excellency 
Lord Wavell wiote to LoiH Hahfd\ that tlieie is a great agitation in India 
against the propaganda which is being earned on m the United States of 
America and such huge sums of money which are being spent there should not 
be spent ? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan I do not know of this correspondence 

Mr T Ohapman-Mortimer In answer to part (c) of the question, I notice 
from the replv of the Honourable Member that the expenses on this item have 
practically doubled in the last few vears Is the Honourable Member going to 
take steps to curtail that expenditure drastically? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydarl I made the same enquiry and was told 
that the reason for the increased expenditure is th e high price of American 
publications which have to be purchased, but I will certainly make a further 
enquiry into the matter 

Seth Govind Das Is it a fact that a Palace has been purchased ui America 
for Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai at the cost of half a million dollars? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan. That question should be addressed to 
the Secretary, External Affairs Department 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I ask mv Honourable friend whether it is the 
policy of the Government of India to continue to pay money for propaganda 
m America of the tvpe evidenced bv these questions and answers? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydaft. I have not accepted the statement |of 
my honourable friend that the kind of piopaganda which he complains of has 
oeen financed by the Government of India, but if he wants to know whether 
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we propose carrying on piopagawla on behalf of India in America, the answer 
is m the affirmative 

Seth Govind Daa Is it a fact that the Government of India is sending 
cables practically every dav fiom here ind a lot ot money is being spent on 
that > 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari Yes, Sir, quite a large sum of money is 
spent on sending cables 

Seth Govind Daa Will the Honourable Member deny that these cables 
sometimes contain ptopiganda against the Congiess’ 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari Not that I am aware of, but if the Hon- 
ouic'blc Mcmbti will only come and have a word with me I can explain the 
things to him 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar \pmt from carrying on any particular 
kind of propaganda—anti 01 for the Congress—what u the need for carrying or 
any propaganda anv longer in America? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari That is a matter of opinion India 
wants i cut.iin number ot things fiom Aniti" t Ph< pinplc ot Ammea are 
lathet lgnoimt ot our achievements whether cultural or industrial and it is a 
goou thing foi them to know something of us That is the view of the present 
Government When the new Government comes they can change matters 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mav I know if any propaganda has 
been cained on or has auv piopaganda \it to br curud on’ 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari Celt ami v 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Then what "is it’ 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari Wait and see 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena What is the leison foi the ie«ignation of Mr 
Earn an ^ 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari No reason 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena Is it because of the impending danger of the 
National Government to be formed? 

Mr President That is for Mr Raman to say , 

Shri Sri Prakasa How many books does Mr Raman propose to write before 
he letires at the end of the month > 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan He would have to be a very quick writer 

it he is to write them between now and the 2Rth of this month when he goes 
Shri Sn Prakasa Propaganda is always quick work 
Mr. President Next question 

War Services Vacancies for Britishers and Indians 
423 *Seth Govind Das (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased to state how many vacancies in civil services have been reserved for 
war service candidate s? 

(b) Are they meant for only Britishers or also for Indians? 

(c) Tf the answer is that for Indians alco, will the Honourable member 
state the percentage fixed for Britishers and Indians? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne . (a) The following number of vacancies 
have been reserved for ‘war seivice’ candidates m the various services 
Secretary of State’s Services 336 

Central Services 468 

(b) Of the vacancies in the Secretary 8f State’s Services, 197 fall to Euro¬ 
peans and 139 to Indians, Indian vacancies which arose in the early years Of 
the wai have already been filled 



There is no reservation of vacancies m the Centra] Services foi Europeans 
(cj The ratio of Bntish and Indian reciuitment is as follows 

Europeans Indians 

ICS 50 50 

IP 50 44 

Seth Oovmd Das \\ h\ is it that such a big iatio ioi Euiopean^. is being 
kept up? 

Tile Honourable Sir John Thorne 1 do not quite undei&tand my Honour¬ 
able lnend s question The iatio has not been raised 

Seth Govind Dag Why is it hung kept up at v -uch high nuinbeis? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne. That ib a qucbtion that was well venti¬ 
lated on the floor ot this, House on an adjoin ninent motion 

Mr Manu Subedar With legard to the 1*)7 plaecs which will he filled up 
with Britisheis, his the Honourable Member bent down to the Secretary of 
State both the deb ite tnd the bhoit notice question and supplementary in 
winch it was asked bv thib side the House that as a goodwill gesture His 
AI ijesty t Government should not fall up any more p.aces with heavy handicap 
to Indian finances in ui w of the great rompeusauons which were provided 0 
The Honourable Sir John Thorne The proceedingo in both instances will be 
sen* 1 am not certain whether they have been stilt arid whether we have 
vet lcceivtd them 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar It all the p ues m to lie filhd why 
me these things not huinedlv sent up’ 

Mr Manu Subedar Will mv Honouiable friend undertake to send a special 
cable, if neu&smv the cost will be collected by Members from thi s side, to 
His Majestv s Government, that in view of the delegation which is coming 
from the United Kingdom—i vtiy distinguished and highly placed delegation 
—this is the least gestuie .vhidi thev tan m lki to the people of this country? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne That i-, a fresh question to which I 
shouid be unwilling to teplv ou the sput of the moment 

Diwan Ohaman Lall II ive the Government of India come to any conclu¬ 
sions as the result of the debate on this subject that took place on the floor of 
this House’ , 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne No fresh conclusion 
Diwan Ohaman Ball Mav I take it that the Government of India do not 
intend to recommend the stoppage of any further recruitment as evidenced by 
these questions and answers’ 

• The Honourable Sir John Thorne Yes, Sir 

Diwan Ohaman Lall Is it the intention of the Government of India to flout 
tne opinion of this House’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne Sir, I have replied to the questions so 
far as they asked foi information 1 suggest that ray friend’s present ques¬ 
tion is a piece of embionlerv of his own manufacture on the previous question 
Diwan Ohaman Lall May 1 ask my Honourable friend whether it does not 
arise out of his own idmiss on that the Government of India stand, where they 
do, namely, that thev ire not prepared to budge an inch? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne The question of flouting the opinion of 
the House is a matter of opinion I do not admit that any action taken by the 
Government ot India oi my omission to take action is done with the intention 
of flouting the opinion of this House 

Diwan Ohaman Lall Is my Honourable friend prepared to accept the 
opinion of this House? 

Mr T. Ohapman-Mortimer On a point of order Are all these questions 
and their replies in order? I suggest that they are not 



Mr, President One quebtion follows the other and the other question arises 
out ot the reply 

Mr. T. Oh&pman-Mortimer I suggest that the questions cast an inference 
which is contrary to Standing Oiders 

SJt N V G-adgll' Are you finding the questions awkward? 

Mr Manu Subedar Have Goveiiniient considered that permitting of furthei 
passage of time and not having informed the Secretary of State of our wishes 
to keep this whole process m ibeyance will result in the places being filled up 
and the matter being too late ? Contracts will be made with the parties Have 
vou considered that’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne We have considered that Tf the piesent 
arrangements made b\ the Secietaiy of State aie not changed by him that will 
be til*' result 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena I want to know wlietlici the Government con¬ 
sidered the position in the light of the adjournment motion passed by the 
House ’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne Yes, Sn 

Shri Sri Prakasa Will the Honouiable Membei consider the desnabihtv of 
Europeanising the louei bcivice, expttiallv Hiom of the chapussis and ollieis ’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall On the point of admissibility of sup- 
plementanes, is it not < onect pailmmentaiy practise'that an answer should 
be confined to flu. points contained m the question aid that fuithei supple 
mertanes should be only such is are access u\ foi the elucidation ot the 
answers llreadv gnen 1 

Mr President Th it is the collect pioi cduie Older, oidet Next question 

Slaughter ot Calves in Military Dairy Farms 

424 *Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava (i) Will the Wai heuctnx kmdh 
state (i) the nuinbei ot null h cowb uni huttaloi s m the Mihtuv Daux b unis in 
India, and (u) and number of calves (cow r and buttaloes) with the dams ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the calves are slaughtered a, soon as thex me boin or 
within a foitniglit ot then birth m these Militirx Dun harms in linin' It 
not, aie thex nourished and allowed to grow? 

(c) How are they subsequentlv disposed of 9 If they are auctioned off, 
what is the avenge xge when thev are auctioned? 

Mr P Mason (\) (1) On the 31st December 1945 the total number of milch 
cat+le m Militarx Farms m India was approximately 

Milch Cows 4,831 

Milch buffaloes 03,1)50 

(n) It is not the practice on \Iilitu\ Funis to ltii < lives with tlieir dams 
Thei aie weaned at birth On the 81st December, 1945, there were, however, 
in Military Farms the following number of young stock , 

Cows 3,709 

Buffaloes 8,404 

(t>) and (c) No, Sir In those Provinces in which legislation prohibits 
the slauglitei of male and female cow calves and female buffaloe calves no 
such calves aie slaughtered except a small proportion (considerably les a than 
1 pt r cent ) which have to be destroy ed on veterinary advice All normal 
healthy calves lie nourished and allowed to grow In Provinces wheie 
slaughter is allowed bv law, the majority of male calves, and a percentage of 
female calves depending on the demand tor ineit and the availability of feeding 
grams are slaughtered to piovide meat Surplus calves aie either given away 
free of charge when 14 dav& old to anyone who ceitifies that he does not intend 
to slaughter, or alternativelv thev aie sold h\ pnvatp treatv or public auction, 
whichever is more advantageous to the State, at any age whenever a suitable 
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market offeis The same applies m other Piovinces to those which are not 
slaughtered for meat 

Seth Govind Das With respect to clause (b) of the question, will the Hon 
ourable Mcmbei enquire as far as the Jubbulpore Military Dairy goes, that 
all the calves are slaughtered 9 
Mr F Mason It is not a fact 

Seth GOvmd Dae. Will the Honourable Member make enquiries 9 
Mr P Mason That all the calves are slaughtered in Jubbulpore,? 

Seth Govmd Das Most of the calves arc slaughtered 
Mr P Mason May I ask the date of his information 9 
Seth Govmd Das Most recent Up to-date 

Mr P Mason 1 will make enquuios but I think it will prove to be not j 

tact 

Mr Manu Subedar M iv I know why the total number of cows lias come 
down md what it any steps the mihtaiy people are taking to increase the 
n unmet and to provide good breed ’ 

Mr P MaSon The object, Su, 1 , to piovide milk of the best quality and 
it docs not neci-ssiuly lollow that it you increase the nurnbei of cattle >ou 
impiove the quality oi quantity ot the uiuk As iny fuend will notice in the 
Hindustan Timi b this morning, them m lccoinincndatious with legard to 
the defects in Indus milk piodiirtmn system in which it is stated that one 
ot the lust osmtuls to r health, milk mdiistiv m India is to reduce the cattle 

population horn 21‘J imllicu to 140 nullion That is the principle wlucli we 

to I lew in the lnmtaiv dames 

Mr Manu Subedar That docs not rciei to the cows held by the nuhtaiy 
Ah Honouiablc incnd has entnelv missed m\ point \t present the Militaiy 
Depuunent get the very best animals available in the private maiket and 
denude pi v,ne owneiship of these animals Should not one expect, from the 
Miutaiv Depnilmuit it all evtnts, who claim to be well organised, that they 
wd! set up biccdmg piocess md purwde their own cows and provide a little 
suiplus of the bcttei bleed for the public’ 

Mr P Mason I think that is a question for the Agricultural 1 Department 

lathu than foi tin Wai Dcpiutinent We maintain c ittle in ordei to feed our 
own peop'c • 

Mr Manu Subedar Th s is a case of lack of co-ordination betv, een the 
v mous departments 1 again tnquue whethei the Militarv Depar f ment will 
not make a special effort not only to bieid the animals for themselves but to 
ciea'-e a suiplus of better breed to be made available for the civilian popula 
tiqn, instead ot raiding the civil population s stocks foi the best animals that 
they have 

Mr P Mason Su, I do not admit that we raid the civil maiket foi the 
best ottlc but T will eeitamly lnquuc into the possibility suggested by my 
Honourable triend 

Sreejut Rohim Kumar Chaudhuri Is it not a fact that in ceitam military 
camps in Assam calves were sold accotdmg to then weight the whole, under 
lung idea being the quantitv ot meat that mav he available from them 0 
Mr P Mason Yes, that is what I said 

Provincial Deputationists in Central Government Services 
425 ^Hafiz Mohammad Abdullah (a) Will the Honourable the Home 
Mei iber please state whether he proposes to issue instructions to the various 
Depaitments to levett men with liens on posts in Provinces and othci Depait 
n ei lb and to keep on tho-»e with no permanent jobs? 

(b) Is it. a fact that some officeib with liens have been given quasi-perma¬ 
nent jobs in the Supply Department and retained in the new organisation on. 
a much higher pav than thev would get in their own piovihcml jobs oi jobs in 
other Departments? 



The Honourable Sir John Thome, (a) I do not think it necessary to issue 
instructions Each case is decided on its merits with due regard to the essen¬ 
tial needs of both the borrowing and lending Departments or Governments 
The automatic reversion of such men fiom postb in which they have gained 
valuable experience would create idnnmstrative difficulties 

(b) No Some ofhceis bonowed fiom Provinces and other Departments are 
being retained in the Industries and Supplies Department (the late Supply 
Depaitment) on a teinporarv basis Some of these officers are getting highei 
pay because of the more lesponsibie natuie of their duties 

Prof N G Ranga Is the Honour ible Men bei aware that many of these 
superannuated ofhceis who hive leen given extension of seivice arc most of 
the time sleeping m then officer? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome Sir, the question does not relate to 
supeiannunttd ofhceis 

hXTSXSIOS IN Sl'RVICE TO SUPERANNUATED MEN 

426 ^Haflz Mohammad Abdullah (i) Will tin llououi ihlc the Home 
Member pie isc -fate the policy of Government in the matter of extensions after 
the txpuv of teiiuie oil varieus jobs ns well as extensions m service aftei the 
ige of superannuation ’ 

(bj Ha\e Goveinment e\ol\ed am poliev now ifter the termination ot the 
war different to what they followed m tins iespe<t dining the war’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne (i) and (b) An ifficer s tenuie in v 
paiticulii post is extended onh if it is idmuustr itivelv essentul, or a suitible 
nbstitute cannot immediateh la found No ihinge of police is required 
\s regards retention ifter the age of supeiannuation, the Honourable Mem 
bei s attention is invited + o the reply T ha\e lust given to Mr Mami Subedar s 
question No 414 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Tf in\ of these superannuated men have 
been taken 01 retained m service onlv foi the duiation of the w 11, irm 1 know 
what steps have, been t iken to send them awav, now that the war is ovei? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne That question is eoveri d by my answer 
to another supplemental v question Each case is eximined on its merits and 
with regard to the emumstanees ot the depaitment couiemed 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mav I know whether at the time these 
extensions were granted, thev were gi tilted for short periods or mdefinitelv to 
be terminated at will? • 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne Gidm.rrilv one vear at a time 

Economic Adviser to Government op India 

427 ‘Prof N G. Ranga Wi'l the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to state 

(a) for what period the Economic Advisei was appointed, 

(b) when it is hkelv to come to an end, 

(c) wbethci snv ->teps art being taken to setme the services of an Indian 
economist to take Ins place, when he goes to England, or whether Goveinment 
are contemplating the extension of the teirn of the present Economic Adviser, 
and 

(d) whether Goveinment aie aware of the censure motion passed by the 
Assembly when hi vv is appointed? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands With your permission, Sir, I pro¬ 
pose tc answii questions 427 and 428 together 

These questions have been transferred to the Commerce Department and 
my colleague, the Commerce Member, will rep'v on the 25th and the 28th 
instant respectively 

Rpcommfndations of the Salt Survey Committee 
f428 *Seth Sukhdev (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to state if 


tFor answer to this question 


answer to question No 427 
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(]) as a result of the lecommendations of the Salt Survey Committee West 
Coast factories have incurred their output of salt from 220,000 tons to 470,000 
tons per annum, 

(n) 80 pel cent of the salt requneinents of Bengal and adjacent maikets 
can now he supplied bv the salt works on the West Coast of India, 

(in) the Government of India’s most recent import allotments of salt for 
the six months January/June 1946 were Aden 91,000 tons, other areas (Middle 
East) 21,000 tons, and Indian salt manufacturers only 68,000 tons, and 

(iv) this programme has been temporarily suspended owing to the large 
oecumulations oi salt in Bengal due to excessive imports from foreign countries 
m 1944 and 1915° 

(b) Do the Government of India piopose to ensure the maximum use of 
Indian salt production for Bengal vnd adjacent Provinces by 

(i) restricting the issue of licences for the importation of' Salt from \den, 

(n) discontinuing iltflgcthfi i ipoits fiom otlv r fmeun somces 0 

Warrants against Underground Politic at s * 

429 *Sri R Venkatasubba Reddlar Will the Ilounnab t the Home Mem¬ 
ber be pleased to state 

(a) the nuinbci of uudf i giound politicals tgunst whom w in lilts ait pending, 

(b) if Government have taken any action to recall or cancel the warrants 
of all such politicals and 

(c) if so, the time that will be taken for cancelling oi withdrawing them, 
and, if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne (a) So far as the Central Government 
and the ( hief Commissioners are concerned, theie aie no such wanants 
pending 

(b) and (e) Do not arise 

Shri Sn Prakasa Does the Honourable Member intend to withdiaw the 
warrant against the one individual he was referring to 0 

The Honourable Sir John Thome I said “none 

Prof N G Ranga Have Government instructed the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments to withdiaw the wanants against these underground politicals 0 

The Honourable Sir John Thome I think not 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know if the Honomable Member 
•has taken anv steps to iscertain what the numbet of undeiground politicals 
are against whom wanants issued by the Piovincial Governments are pending? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome No, Sir 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Why not, Sn > There is a sepaiate 
department of Infoimanon, the Honourable Member in charge of which is 
■sitting to the right of the Honourable the Home Member and there are 
various othei departments of information too What then is the business of 
the Government of India? What reasons have they for not col'ecting this 
information? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome' The reason is quite simple the matter 
j» not primarily the concern of the Governor General in Council 

Sn, M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Sir, the Government of Ind a are 
responsible for the peace and tranquillity of India as a whole This is not a 
matter of individual cases here and there nor the chance act of the police 
administration in a particular province It affects the whole cf India and 
therefore the Honouiable Member muRt gather this information There are 
precedents m the past where Home Members have been giving infoimation 
•with respect to political all over India 
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Lt -Ool Dr J 0 Ohatterjee The Honourable Member is making a speech 
Sri M Ananthaeayanam Ayy&ngar The Home Member does not object, 
what is your objection'* Sn, may I lefer to Ruling No 327 regarding 
‘Refusal to answer Reasons to be given ’ It reads 

“When a Government Membei iLluseil to ansuei a particular question, the Chau 
geneially piesumed that it was because it was not in tlie public inteiest to answer the 
question i3u^ it is due to this House that an Honouiable Member of Government, refusing 
to answer a pal titular question, should indicate the giound on which he lefuses ’ 

Sir, the information I am seeking is due to us and it is of public inteiest 
Shri Sri Prakasa Sav it is not m the public inteiest and be done with it 
Diwan Ohaman Lall How can you expect him to tell a lie 0 
Mr President l anx not inclined to say anything at present I feel the 
question will require a little more consideiation on mj part The ruling which 
has been quoted bv the Honour lble Membei refeis to disclosuie ot informa¬ 
tion Whethei the leascm given toi lefusal to disclose information is a 
proper oi impioper one is ,i different mattei on which the Chair cannot be 
expected to give a luliug The leason which the Honourable the Home 
Member gave was that it w is not the pnmarj concern of the Government of 
India I*do not think 1 can sit in judgment on the propnety of the reason 
given it is outside the scope of the functions of the Chan Assuming that 
the reason given is improper I do not think the Chair could go into that 
question That is how 1 look at it at pic sent hut I shall ronside.i the ques 
tion latei on 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar T am much obliged to you. Sir, for 
your promisi to considei it latei On'v one more point I would submit, Sir, 
and that is the ground whether it is the province of the Govemoi General 
in Council oi not will have to be decided bv you Government should not 
take shelter undei that excuse Evcrv thing his to bo sc inned caiefullv 
You will kindlv have that also m mind when you consider that aspect 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena Mav I put one more supplementary question, Sir? 
May I know whether the 1042 arrests were made at the instance of the Govern 
ment of India? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome That hardly arises out of this question 
Shri Mohan Lai Saksena It arises because the warrants were issued at the 
instance of the Government of Tndia and these warrants should be withdrawn 
The Government of India should advise the Provincial Governments 
Mr President That will be a matter of argument 
(b) Written Answers 

Release of Political Prisoners in United Provinces 
430 *Sri R Venkatasubba Reddiar Will the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber be pleased to state 

(a) if he is aware *Rat a political prisoner in the Central Provinces, Maganla! 
Bagn, has been sentenced m all to a term of eighty vears, that he is suffering 
from acute T B , and that he is likely to die shortly if not released immediately, 

(b) if he is aware that m the United Provinces also there are a number of 
poht'oal prisoners with terms of imprisonment varying from forty to fifty years 
and that all of them are suffering from various diseases and are not properly 
attended to, and 

(c) if he proposes to considei the desirability of their immediate release? 
The Honourable Sir John Thome 1 (a) and (b) T have no information 

(c) Their release is a matter for the Provincial Governments 

Excise Duty on Betel Nuts 

431. *Sreejut Rohm! Kumar Ohaudhuri Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member be pleased to stale 

(a) m what Provinces the excise duties on betel nuts have been levied, 
and from what year, 
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(b) the total amount of excise duties in each of these Provinces year to year, 
and the method of assessment in different Provinces, 

(c) if it is a fact that in the Province of Assam taxes are levied both on nuts 
and shells unlike the other Provinces, as a result of which the betel nut growers 
m Assam are to pay at a rate which is double the rate prevailing in other Pro¬ 
vinces, and 

(d) whether Government have received any representation protesting against 
the levy of such excise duties on nuts, if so what action has been taken on 
such lepresentations'/’ 

Mr BOA Cook (a) The exc se duty on betel nuts was imposed m British 
India with effect from the 1st April, 1944 The provinces in which betel nuts 
are produced, are 4ssam, Bengal, Madras, Bombay, and Coorg 

(b) A statement showing the annual revenue collections on betel nuts in 
•eacn of these provinces is placed on the table of the House 

The method of assessment is the same in all provinces nuts with husk are 
assessed on the estimated weight of the kernel onh nuts without husk are 
assessed on the actual weight of the nuts at the time~of assessment 

(C) No 

(d) J presume that the Honourable Member has m mind the levy of excise 
duty on the weight of both nut and husk In view of what I have stated in 
part (b), no such complaint can now arise i 


BETEL NUTS 


Statement of revenue collections in provinces for 1944 46 and 1945 46 (uptil January 1946) 


Province 

| 1044 45 

[ 1 945 46 

(till January) 

Bombay 

Bombay 

■C P and Berai 



16,91,300 

Nil 

16,92,000 

Nil 

^ Calcutta 



69,53,000 

1,44,000 

Negligible 

96,77,000 

4,77,000 

Negligible 

^Madras 



42,10,309 

2,491 

32,96,081 

5,283 

. 


Total 

1,32,01,100 

1,51,46,364 


Expenditure incurred on behalf of His Majesty’s Government 

432. *Sjt N V G&dgil. (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state his estimate about the expenditure to be incurred in course of 
the next financial year, i c , 1946 47, on behalf of His Majesty's Government 
in this country? 

(b) Has he any proposal before him to treat on a separate footing all the 
expenditure incurred and to be incurred m this country on behalf of His 
Majesty’s Government after the cessation of hostilities in August 1945? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands* I would ask the Honourable 
Membei to await my Budget Speech 

Broadcasting of Proceedings of Central Legislative Assembly 

433, *Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Information and Broadcasting kindly state if be is aware that loud-speakers, 
have been installed outside the Legislative Chamber at Lucknow m the United 
Provinces and that the proceedings of the Assembly are broadcast to the public 
outside? 

(b) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of making a similar 
arrangement for the Indian Legislature -it New Delhi? 
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Tie Honourable Sir Akbar Hydarl. The question should have been address¬ 
ed to the Honourable the Leader of the House It has accordingly been trans- 
terred to the Final List of starred questions for the 28th February, 1946, when 
it will be answered by the Honouiable the Leader of the House 
Release of Mb Jai Pkakash Narain 

4d4 *Shn Satya Narayan Sinha (a) Has the attention ot the Honouiable 
tne Home Member been drawn to the news that appeared in the issue of the 
Hindustan Times on the 5th lebruary, 1946, that the Bihar Government have 
recommended to the Central Government for an early release of Jai Prakash 
Narain and othei detenus in Bihar’ 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state when they are going 
tc be released? 

(c) Is it a fict that the ban on Socialist and Forwaid Bloc parties is going 
to be removed > If so, v\ hen ? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne (a) I have lead the article 

(b) Tilt cise ot Mi Jai 1’nkvsh Nunn is still under levievv The other 
persons mentioned in the news item are not prisoners of the Central Govern¬ 
ment and it is for the Piovmcial Government to decide about their release 

(c) There has been no decision to remove the ban on the Forw ird Bloc I 
have no information about removal ot the bans on the Congiess Socialist Paitv, 
their removnl is a matter for the Provincial Governments which imposed them 
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Training ot ICS Probationers 

45 Mr P B Gole Will the Honourable the Home Member be pleased to 
btate , 

(a) foi how mini veirs the scheme for training probationers for the ICS 
at Debra Dun has been m force, and 

(b) the number of probationers so fai tiained at Dehra Dun’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne (a) and (b) The scheme was in force at 
Dehia Dun foi 4 \ears ending in August 1944 and duiuig this period 69 Indian 
Civil Service probationers received then training » 

Transfer of Indian Army Officers to I C S 

46 Mr P B Gole Will tbc Honourable the Home Member please state 

(a) the number of Indian Atmv ofanets whose suvicos have been transfer 
red to the ICS, and 

(b) whether such ofiiceis have been permanently transferred to the < ivi( 
side > 

Th6 Honourable Sir John Thorne (a) and (b) No Indian Army officer has 
beer, transferred to the Indian Civil Service, eithei permanently or tempo¬ 
rarily The numbei of vacancies in the Indian Civil Service which are to lie 
failed by the lecrmtment of persons with war seivice is 217 


The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque (Commerce Member) Sir, 
12 N n vt!st eidav mv friend Sir Ziauddm Ahmed asked a question about 
00 the procedure regarding the grant of licences to imports I had 
promised to look into the question I have looked into it and have also dis¬ 
cussed it with the Honouiable the Supple Membci The procedure regaidmg 
the issue of textile machinery licences is that the Government of India in the 
Planning and m the Industries Departments first determines the regional quota 
in accordance with certain al'-Indn pohev After that, every application for 
In encc which is received by the Department concerned is forwarded to the Pro¬ 
vincial Government concerned It is on their commendation that the licences 
are issued Therefore, if there is any complaint regarding the selection of a 
particular licensee for one purpose or the other, the responsibility lies with the 
Provincial Government 
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SHj\ Mohan. Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Non Muhammadan Rural) Is 
it coirect nrocedure Bn, foi the Honourable Membei to nuppiy the informa¬ 
tion today ! 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham 
mraan Rural) The net lesult is that most of these industries are really located 
m what I call non Pakistan Piovinees and they are all held by non-Muslims 
Mr President With reference to the point raised by Mr Saksena, Sir 
Zicuddm wanted some fuither mfomiation over a supplementary question that 
had been asked and the Honouiable the Gommeice Member is giving the m- 
foimation berause he had promised to give it 

Shn Mohan Lai Saksena But it should have been given on the next day 
when the Honouiable Member was to answer the next question The Com 
merce Member was not to have answered questions today 
Mr President Perhaps the mattei will be stale by that time 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras ceded Districts and Chattoor 
Non Muhammadan Hural) When he promises to give the information he 
cannot give an unswei He can collect the infoimatioii and lay it on the table 
The pioceduie is that when he gives the information at a later date he eu- 
culates it Otherwise we have not been given notice and we cannot antici 
pate what he s going is say It is not open for supplementary questions 
Mr President I shall consider it 

HE POUT 01' THE COMMITTEE ON BHETTON-WOODS AGREEMENT 
The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (Finance Member) I had hoped 
to be m a position today to present the Bretton-Woods Fund and Bank Com 
mittec Rcpoit I mi nfimd 1 cmnot present it today and hope that by 
tomouow I will be able to pieseut an luteimi Kepoit 

Shn Sarat Chandra Bose (Calcutta Non Muhammadan Urban) Sir I am 
not at all ceitam that it will be possible lor the Committee to place their Report 
befoie the House tomouow Theie has been, I admit a certain amount of 
delay Rut the question bcloie tht Committte is a most important one and 1 
may tell the House that lonsideiahle discussions have gone on during the last 
few uays, md, in addition* to the discussion among the Members themselves, 
theie have bei n discussions between the Honouiable the Finance Member and 
ceitain Members on tins side of the House It is not possible for me at this 
stage to till the House m detail what has been discussed The issues involved 
aie majoi issues and we on this side ot the House ue ti\mg to come to a deei 
s»ii on those issues pumarily m tLe interests of India I know that the Gov¬ 
ernment ot Lndia in the leccnt past emit to leitam decisions tegarding Bietton 
Woods, and the plea put torw aid w is that them was a date ahead It is also 
said now that there is unothei date ahead, namely, a date for sending a person 
from here to attend a meeting which is faxed, l am told, for the 8th Mai eh I 
lecogmze th it in the past there was a date ahead md m the immediate future 
there is mother date ahead Rut the question is ot such importance to the 
country os a whole that we cannot allow ouiselves to be hustled into a decision 
The mam question which his to be deeded is, wlnt is in Hie interests of India and 
not what is in the interests of countries outside In those circumstances, and, 
particulaih having regard to the fact that w^e do not find the Leader of the 
Muslim League Partv or the Deputy Leader in the House, we find it difficult 
to come to a decision immediateh I would like the whole House to come 
to an agreed decision You will appreciate, Su, and I hope the House will’ 
appreciate, that in a matter of this kind a unanimous decs on is most desirable 
In those cneumstances, I would suggest that in the event of the Committee 
not being able to present their Report to the House tomorrow, a date subse¬ 
quent to Saturday—a date suitable to the Government and the Opposition— 
may be fixed and the whole matter thrashed out I thought it right, Sir, to 
tell you and the House that it mav not be possible for us to come to a deci¬ 
sion tomorrow 
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Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Rural) I think 
even if a Report is presented toinoirow it will not be fair to expect the House 
to discuss a matter of such vital importance immediately, that is, after receiv 
mg copies of the Report m the evening to conic prepared in the morning and 
take part in the deliberations on these vital issues It is even in the interests 
of the House and of the Membeis for fan and good debate and good expiession 
of opinion that the discussion should not tike place so soon Members must 
have some opportunity to study properly what the Report is, what the implica¬ 
tions are mid what the Committee wants them to expect \nd I quite agree 
with mv friend the Leader of the Opposition that an opportunity must be given 
to the Muslim League Party also and thit, when iu line not got the Leader 
and the Deputy Lcadei present here and when inunv other Members ire away 
from Delhi who aie expected to irnve back here soon, thpy must ilso hue 
an opportunity to see what is m the Report Like him, Sir, under these cir¬ 
cumstances, I feel thit the debate should not take plue on Situidav even if 
the Report is xirdv by toinoirow Some other future date should be fixed 

Mr Geoffrey W Tyson (Bengal European) On behalf of mvself and the 
European Gioup T would like to sav that we agree that the issues that aie 
being laised are of a fai leaching ai d important charactei and that, if there 
is a possibility of a unanimous agreement, we would prefei that the debate 
should be postponed for some dav, poss>blv till after the out motions on the 
Budget are over 

Mr President The House seems to be almost unanimous 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands 1 mtnelv igm tint il the issues 
.involved aie fo he consideied carefully it would require notice to consider them 
Mv colleagues on the Committee aie suit to have discussion this ittunoon 
If the Report is presented tomoirow the House could discuss on Saturndv one 
or two limited issues while the general questions can be considered afterwards 

Mr Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants Cliambei and Bureau Indian Com- 
meice) With all respect, may I point out that the limited issue to which the 
Honourable the Finance Member refers is the despatch of a representative of 
India to the first meeting of the governors of the proposed Funded Bank 
Now, some of ns still hold that India ought not to join this Bretton-Woods 
^und and bank, and ought not to incur tins responsibility and liability 
until there ire certain assunnees and explanations with lcgard to the 
larger problem of sterling balances I am very anxious that we should help, 
but J really do not see how we can separate the issues as the Honourable the 
Finance Membei wints and bow the narrow issue e ould be mime 
'diately determined Tn joining the Bietton Woods the Government icted on 
their own lesponsibilitv and tliov acted with the assistance of m Ordinmec 
If this Government desires, pending a decision of this House on this subject, 
to act on their own responsibility, it is their look out, but I am afraid it wou’d 
be verv difficult, with all the willingness m the world to help, for us to sepaiate 
■the issues and to narrow down and to submit a repoit only on a small issue as 
to whether this gentleman repiesentmg India should go from Roic or not This 
is a very leal difficulty, I assure the House and I fear it will not be possible 
to separate the issue as such 

Dr Sir Zia TJddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham¬ 
madan Ruial) I did not want to intervene, but as two Members of the Com¬ 
mittee have ilieidv spoken, I express mv view point As ltg.uds the mam 
issue I think there is little difference of opinion but oin differences are 
vital on subsidiary questions for example, our sterling balances As far as I 
arr concerned I would not agree till I am assured that the sterling balances are 
not utilised tor the benefit of a small community of billionaires but they are 
utilised for the benefit of the people of India as a whole 

President’ The Honourable Member need not go into the merits 

Dr. Sir Zla TTddin Ahmad; But it has been raispd on the floor of the House 
and I must reply on my behalf I have seen from the statement made by the 
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finance Member that the whole of the sterling balances have been used in 
such a mauuei that the Mussaluians have not been benefited 
Mr. President: Order, order 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose May I add a few words to what I have already 
said? 1 am sure it is appreciated on all sides of the House that the question 
we have to deal with is a big one, and 1 maj add, an intricate one I do not 
think it is possible to deal with it piecemeal This side of the House, I mean 
thr Non Official Members, have to be satisfied and satisfied thoroughly that 
what they are being asked by the Government to do today is in the interests 
of India, and, thercfoie, I think, if more time is given at this stage for a full 
•discussion, it would save time in the long run In these circumstances, I would 
suggest that the matter should not be hurned through It is a most Important 
matter—one of the most important matters that have ever come before this 
House l would, therefore, suggest that no one should be hurtled and that 
opportunity for full discussion among the Membeis ot the different parties in 
the House should be given and that we should reach an agreement if we can 
Lt -Col Dr J 0 Chatterjee (Nominated Non-Official) I merely want to 
ask for information, Sir whether on the specific ndriow issue which the Hon- 
oui al le the Finance Member has referred to, it will not be possible for us to 
withdraw at any time, even if we send a governor to attend this meeting? I 
fully agree that the matter is of very great importance, but it has not been 
said that we are definitely going to refuse participation What I want the 
Honourable the Finance Member to say is whether by sending a governor we 
are absolutely committed to pai ticipation, and whether it is necessary that a 
decision be taken on Saturday whether this member has to be sent or not, and 
also it that decision is not taken on Saturday it will be too late for India to 
participate in it 

Diwan Chaman Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) In answer to 
what my learned friend has said, mav I remind him that as far as I can recall 
the decision of the House was that, pending the report of the Committee that 
was going to be set up, no further commitments should be made or action 
taken It that is the position, I submit that the Committee itself would not 
be doing the right thing to take at bon which would commit bis House, after 
the j'assing of that Peso ution and therefore, as the Honourable the Leader 
o* the Opposition bos stated it is a very big issue, and nothing would be lost 
by waiting to got a complete discussion, and nothing would be lost by con¬ 
sulting all Parties before arriving at a final decision 

Mr President T think the matter has been sufficiently debated So far as 
the importance of the matter is concerned, there seems to be no difference of 
opinion What I feel troubled about is as to what will be the effect if a deci¬ 
sion is not taken before a certain date If that automatically means a nega¬ 
tive vote of the House on the question of Bretton Woods, the situation might 
be perhaps complicated But I have no idea of the merits It is necessary 
to my mind that the fullest opportunity should be given for i discuss on, and 
looking to the trend of opinions expressed I think it will not be possible to 
take the limited issue out of the wider question That is what I clearlv feel, 
and whatever the hopes of the Finance Member may be, I feel almost hope¬ 
less on the question of his being able to submit a unanimous report upon the 
limited issue tomorrow 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Can we at anv rate wait till 
tomorrow, because mv friends have agreed to have a short discussion tonight 
before we finally decide? 

Mr President’ But m nnv case another question also is clear from this dis¬ 
cussion, that even if the report is presented tomorrow—the Honourable the 
Finance Member said it would be an interim report and not the final one— 
but even if that is so, I find that the general desire of the Non-Official Mem¬ 
bers is that the discussion should not take place on Saturday the 23rd instant 
The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands* Perhaps we may wait until we 
know the nature of the interim report and then decide 
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Mr. President: Then we shall decide tomorrow whether to sit on Saturday 
or not Till then the question will be kept hanging 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Kh an In any case the report will not be made 
available to the Members till late m the evening 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Howlands No, it will be available in the 
morning 

Mr President That pomt w.i-> d nfiid \e'-teida> he said he would keep 
the press walking all night 

MKIU'UANT bEAUEX (ITT TO AT ION) BILL 
The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque (Commerce Member) Sir, I move 
foi leavi to mtioducc a Bill to pi ovule bn the special protection in respect of civil 
and revt nue litigation of suving niuilunt seamtn 
Mr President The question is 

‘That lone ho granted to mtrodw e a Bill to piovide for thi specal piotection in respect 
i F civil and revenue litigition of ierving meuhant seamen ’ 

The motion was adopted 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque Sr, I introduce the Bill 

INDIAN TRYDE UNIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL 
The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar (Labom Me mini) Su, I move for 
leave to introduce a Mill iurthcr to unend the Indian Trade Unions Act, 1926 
Mr President The question s 

Uivt leave be grmted to intioduie a Bill fuithei (o unend tin Indian rink Unions 
Vtt, 1926 ” 

The motion was adopted 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar 1 Sir, I introduce the Bill 
INSURANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr President Further cnnsideiation of the Bill to amend the Tnsura ice 
Ac t, 1998, as reported by the Si lect Committee 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque (Commerce Member) Sir, I 
understand that theie is a certain unount of discussion going on among the 
Congress J’artv as to the dcsuability of the amendment under discussion, and it 
is hoped, as the Honoui ible the laidu of the Ojiposition informs me, that 
there is a chance of a unanimous agreement, in which case the debate is likely 
to be very much curtailed, and I hive been requested to place before you that 
we may proceed with the iest of the Rill leaving clause 20 for a later stage, 
the under standing is that this clause 20 will have first priority on the day when 
the Railway Sup’ementary Demands will be discussed, so that we can finish 
that clause first 

Shn Sarat Chandra Bose (Calcutta Non Muhammadan Urban) The sug¬ 
gestion I made this morning to the Honourable Member m charge of the Bill 
is this—to allow considerat.on of < lause 20 to stand over until the next convenient 
official date As you must have felt from the debates that took place on the 
last occasion, there is some difference of opinion between the Treasury Benches 
and certain members on our side and I was asked to give my views on the 
matter in difference I think after a discussion of the different points of view 
it is possible to come to an agreed conclusion regarding clause 20 In the 
circumstances, I support the suggestion to postpone consideration of this clause 
till the 28th The other clauses may be disposed of in the usual course 

Mr President: Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi was in possess on of the House 
In view of the proposal to postpone consideration of clause 20 to the 28tb, 
instant, does he wish to continue his speech? 
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Mr Abdur Bahman Siddiqi (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadan Urban) 

As you command Sir I can wait till the 28th although it will be too late If 
an amicable settlemendt is arrived at in the meantime, I may not speak at all 
If they do not arrive at a settlement, then I will humbly request you to allow 
me to speak 

Mr President The Honourable Member will certainly have his say whether 
there is a unanimous conclusion or not We shall take up the consideration of 
clause 20 on the 28th and proceed now with the other clauses 

Shri Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammad in 
Tiurnl) T wanted to take part in the discussion and I should certainly have been 
here if T had known that the Bill would be taken up on the 19th The Standing 
Order si vs that the "Report of a Select Committee shall he laid on the table of 
the House for seven days and as >t was presented on th< 14th, I did not expe t 
it will come up before the 21st T do not know whether yon allowed the 
Standing Orders to be waived 

Mr President The Honoumble Member s question i« the result of his absence 
In view of the arrangement about the Bretton Woods report and the fixing 
of Saturdav oi Thursdav in the alternative, that is today for the disc ussion of 
tint report, it was the desire of the House that this Bill should be taken up 
and 1 therefore waived the notice 
Clause 21 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madias Ceded Distru ts and Ohittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) Sir I move 

"that in sub clause (c) of clause 21 of the Bill in the proviso to the proposed sub 
seition |2A) of section 40, after the word ‘lapsed’ the words ‘or has acquired a surrender 
\ due md is kept alive to the extent of the paid up sum insured' be inserted ” 

Miv I explain the original cl mse 1 and my amendment What is said is 
th it in cases where for non payment of premia a policy lapses and it is revived 
not by the original agent hut some other agent takes it up if the original agent 
even after notice commits default and is indifferent about it, it is to the com¬ 
pany’s idvantage ns also to the assured’s advantage to see that the lapsed policy 
is revived Whoever is the new gentleman who helps m reviving that policy 
does not get any premia .now The clause of the Bill enables the insurance 
company to give 50 per cent of the premia which the old agent would get if he 
should continue *he policy That is the Bill as it stands 

M\ addition is this Undei the Act of 1018 polices can lapse only if thev 
■am helow three years of age Policies after 3 years cannot lapse under the Act 
(jf 1038 They have inquired a surrender value and they continue to be in exist¬ 
ence The surrender value alone they will be entitled to at the time when the 
policv matures m the normal course This elause does not refer to the agents 
who take interest in reviving or in restoring such policies I want the benefit of 
this clause m the Bill to be ox*ended to such policies also Otherwise the 
benefit will be n irrovved down only to the few cases where within three years 
nftev a polcv is taken the policy is allowed to lapse That is my object It 
does not contravene the purposes of the clause of the Bill but only tries to 
enlarge the scope of that elause m the Bill I move 

Mr President - Before I put the amendment, I would invite the Honourable 
Member’s attention to the fact that the word ‘lapsed’ occurs twice m the sec¬ 
tion So, he should add after Tapped’ “where it occurs for the first time’’ 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Yes, Sir 
Mr President Amendment moved 

‘ That in sub clause (c) of Clause 21 of the Bill, in the proviso to the proposed sub¬ 
section (2A) of section 40, after the word 'lapsed' where it occurs for the first time the 
words ‘or has acquired a surrender value and is kept alive bo the extent of the paid on 
sum insured’ be> inserted ” r 

O 2 
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Mr L S Vaidyanathan (Government of India Nominated Official) In spite 
of what my Honourable friend has smd, I am utr.ud I will have to oppose this 
amendment He might remember that even at the Select Committee stage 
our position so far as this pun iso \\ as concerned was that we will take up an 
eutirel> neutial attitude and leave it to the two popular Parties of the House 
to decide whether or not they will have this pioviso As a matter of fact, I 
hnvi received seveial telegiams fiom agents saying that it will be injurious to 
their inteiests and with much of wliat they say I am m sympathy I will read 
only one 

‘'pi tn n 2 \ (huse 21 of proposed Tnsuivme Ainendimnt Yit 1946 must be deleted 
It pa ed slid! ireato innumerable difficulties \gents will induct ignorant policyholdeis md 
especially iclative to lapse polices temporaulj Shall inciease lapse ratio Same policies 
will be several times revived by different agents Shall ue-ite complications for insurance 
Companies ” 

With much of this I am in igrecmcnt This new clatise was put m as i 
sort of a compromise because some insurance inteiests wanted it and we agreed 
although there has since appeared considerilih opposition MS Honourable 
friend wants this privilege to be extended to policies whiih git lapsed, evi n aftu 
they have been in force for three years when thev have acquired what is called a 
paid up value Sir, in a policy that has been m foice foi three y ears or more 
the life assured himself has put in sufficient monev md as soon vs his tin n cnl 
condition improves, he will be more anxious than anybody else to revive the 
policy So, it will require very little work *or the new agent to induce the 
rolicyholder to revive the policy In case, he fails to revive, the financial con 
dition of the life assured is so had that he i .moot revivi it it ill So Sn in 
most cases of revival the life assuicd himself will revive it and i now agent dev s 
not put m sufficient work, if at all to entitle him to anv remuneration As T 
have read out to you, Sir, the complications that have been pointed out would 
ne substantially enhanced if laiger remuneration i<- pud md on this ground the 
iiovemment must oppose this amendment As a matter of fact, had time 
been any proposition before the House foi the deletion of this proviso, we would 
at least have kept neutral and possibly might have even supported it 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mi> I reply with your permission Sn ’ 
I submit Sir I was deceived by the Honourable Member’s clause in the Bill 
I thought if it was expedient he would have consulted all the interests and m ulc 
this provision in clause 21 He read out certain telegrams sent to him protr st 
ing against this very clause in the Bill If so he need not have included that 
clause m the Bill at all Even now he is halfhearted Ho has not tabled an 
amendment to delete the clause He might have said so in the Select Com¬ 
mittee But it does not appiar m the Notes on Clauses or m the Select Com 
mittee Report I only wanted to enlarge the scope If you start that way, vm 
should do it to the logical conclusion That is why T tabled this amendment, 
not with a view to go against the wishes of the framers of the Bill so far as that 
clause is concerned Tf he is willing, that clause mav be deleted I am equally 
willing Let there be no halfhearted measure so far as this Bill is concerned 
If he wants this clause to stand> then this is one way of enlarging it But I do 
not want to press this amendment Let him make up his mind and tell us 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque 1 We have already informed the 
Honouiable Member our attitude Bo far as this clause is concerned we nuidi 
our views quite cleai also m the Select Committee My Honourable friend's 
amendment will actually aggravate the supposed danger which some people 
think there is in that clause It is for that reason that we cannot possibly 
accept the amendment which the Honourable Member tabled 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: I beg leave to withdraw my amendment 
The amendment was bv leave of the Assembly withdrawn 

Mr President • The next amendment is in the name of Pandit Govind 
Malaviya 

Mr T Ohapmaa-Mortimer (Nominated Non-official) Sir, T rise to a point of 
order I received a copy of this amendment last night at a very late hour I 
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should like in this connection to draw your attention to Standing Oidei 46 which 
rules that two days notice must be green of an amendment This is a very 
technical Bill and amendments coming in at the last moment mav not be easily 
considered 

Mr President’ The Chair has got a discretion m the matter and ordinarily 
where there is time enough to circulate amendments to Honourable Members, 
it will be done as quickly as possible It may sometimes be a bit late in cyclo- 
styling The general policy I should like to follow will be m favour of amend 
ments being allowed rather than being rejected on the technical ground of want 
of notice The idea is to have the best possible legislation and 1 little discus¬ 
sion of new suggestions need not necessarily be debarred on the ground of strict 
technicalities Of course, each case, I need not say, will have to be judged on 
its own facts 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. In this case there is a disability which 
was not anticipated before Both my Honourable friends, Mr fiovind Mai iviya 
and Shri Sri Prakasa, had gone into the provinces for other purposes and they 
did not expect that the day would be curtailed for presentation of the Select 
Committee Report T had to send urgent message and as soon as my friend got 
the message, he came here hy the next morning and tabled the amendment 
If the time table could be advanced so far as presentation of Select Committee 
Roport is concerned, equally there is no harm in retarding it 

Mr President That was no reason for sending late notice of the amendments 
Pandit Govind Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions Non-Muhammad in 
Rui d) Sir, my Honourable friend has anticipated me and explained my difli 
cultv I was given to understand that the Bill would be taken up on the 21st 
onlv But that is not relevant now 
Sit 1 beg to move 

‘That in sub clause (c) of clause 21 of th< Bill, in the proviso to the proposed sub 
'ection (2A) of section 40, the word ‘half’ occurring in the ninth line be omitted ” 

Sir, T have not much to cav about this beciusc I hope there will be easy 
agreement, on this point This clause of the Bill pioposes to allow a certain 
amount of commission to anv Agent who mav revive a 1 ipsed policy I take it, 
then fore that the principle, namely that if an Agent helps to revive a policy 
which had lapsed if an Agent works to that end and succeeds in getting the 
lapsed policv revived, he should he paid some remuneration for that work 
When that principle has been conceded I do not see why only half the com¬ 
mission th it was ongmallv payable to the first Agent should be paid to this 
Agent T do not know, Sir why this has been done Obviously, the only 
purpose behind this word ‘half’ can be to save that much of expenditure for 
insurance companies I happen to be associated with the management of a 
bumble msimnee company From the point of view of insurance companies, it 
should be advantageous to get business at only half the cost, indeed at no cost, 
to give nothing to the agents, to give nothing to others They should be very 
happy to do that 

Dt Sir Zia TJddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham 
madnn Rural) And pocket the whole money yourself 

Pandit Govind Malaviya’ I wish the Honourable Doctor would bear with me 
Sir that would no doubt benefit insurance companies But, Sir, just because 
the thing happens to be advantageous to me, it should not be possible for me 
to suggest that it should necessarily be done even though it might involve an 
injustice to another The Agent of life insurance business, m my eyes, is a 
very very important and useful member of society I think there can be few 
others who are more maligned and looked down upon m this country, than life 
insurance agents Yet, with all that opprobrium and, I might say, insult that 
he puts un with, he carries on his profession, and I suppose all honourable men 
carry on some profession or other to earn their livelihood Therefore, it is the 
agent, I believe, who renders social service which nothing else can equal For 
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[Pandit Govind Malaviya ] 
a man of that type, when he works and revives a policy which had lapsed, in 
other words, when he re covers the risk for a man’s dependents and family, that 
he should not be paid what originally was being paid to another agent, that to 
my mmd is unjust It is true that by this, the lnsuiauce companies will be able 
to save a little money But, there will be anothei difficulty, the re®ult will be 
that in.my agents will not bother about it, and old policies will not be levned 
I submit that since the principle has been accepted that an Agent who revives 
the policy should be given a commission, I see no reason why he should be 
deprived of half of that right, and therefore, I submit that this word ‘half’ 
should be deleted I hope this proposal will find a ready acceptance it thi hands 
of the insurance department 

Mr President Amendment moved 

1 h it in aub clause (e) of clause 21 of the Bill in the proviso to the piopowil sub 
serhon (2A) of section 40, the word ‘half* occurring in the ninth line be omitted ” 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi Sir, the Honourable Member has argued against 
himself Commission means payment for services rendered The onginal 
agent brought m a new client to a company and then he slept over the policy, 
with the result that it became dead Here is a Messiah who comes and puls 
new life into it He will not do it unless he is paid for the service he has 
rendered But as he has not rendered a hundred per cent service, the onginal 
man having biought in the policy, he is given a correct and ligitimate remunera 
tion for the little service he does, which has been fixed at 50 per cent Tt is 
not unjust and in my view it is quite fair Secondly, Sir, what will happen to 
the balance? That there is a legitimate question Whether the insurance com 
panv will give it back to the life fund or whether the company will swallow it in 
its piofits? My, own view is that the remaining 50 per cent will go to tl e 
Life Fund The particular agent may not get the remaining 50 per cent , but al! 
the policyholders will get the benefit of this I consider this to be a verv fair 
arrangement 

Mr L S Vaidyanathan Sir, we oppose it on the giound that the remunera 
tion should he half and nothing more or nothing less As a matter of fact much 
of the work is done at thp time w'hen the agent find out the prospective policv 
holder and canvasses him The remuneration for thnk is the entire first veir s 
premium and also part of the renewal premiums The agent who uvivis a 
lapsed policy has substantially much less work to do than the original agent and 
therefore that par' of the remuneration which is based on the renewal premium 
for the ongmal work done he is not entitled to It is impossible to weigh the 
remuneration payable on revival with a golden paw of scales, hut the remune 
ration should he less than half, and by putting it it half we err on the side of* 
generosity 

Sn M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar Sir, T submit that th<i< is a falla< \ in the 
arguments of both mv Honourable friend v ho spokr just now and mv Honour¬ 
able fnend who preceded him As I remarked on the amendment which I moved 
and withdrew, this enabling provision refits onlv to policies which are three 
years old and below Therefore, the trouble that the first agent takes is not 
verv different from the trouble the next agent has to take with,n a period of 
three years Further, the first agent who brings in the poliev holder takes 40 
per cent of the first vear s premium, md mv Honourable friends know quite 
wpII that thi first 'ear’s premium is out of nil proportion to the subsequent 
renevinl premiums The commission on thp fiist year’s premium sometimes 
formerly amounted to 75 pei rent, whereas on the renewal iwemiums his 
commission is less Tt is not the =ame amount of oommission that he "eta on 
thp renewal premiums as he gets on the first vear’s premium 

Mr I, S Vaidyanathan ‘ What is the 75 per cent that my Honourable 
friend reteired to? 
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Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar His commission used to come to even 
75 per cent on the first year’s premium 

Mr L. S. Vaidyanathan: It is limited to 40 per cent 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar And what is <he commission on the 
renewal pieiniums^ 

Mr. L. S. Vaidyanathan: Five pei tent is the maximum 
Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar The first year s commission is eight times 
as much as the renewal commissions Hut a perbon who goes and revives a dead 
policy gets only half of it The m.m who renews the policy or assists in renew¬ 
ing it is not placed in the same position as tlie one who starts it or inducts the 
policyholder to take out the policy That is the fallacy that 1 am trying to 
point out The first man takes 40 per cent by w'ay of commission, but the 
person who revives gets half of this 5 per cent He must at least get this 5 
pe cent It is not very unreasonable Within a period of three years the trouble 
that one man has taken is not less than the trouble taken bv the other man If 
within three years the man commits a default it is us good as inducing him to 
take out a policy for the first time if revived Therefoie half will be too in 
adequate and he must get the full percentage 

Secondly, my Honourable friend rused a doubt which I had m rny own 
mind If the policy is dead there is no renewal premium subsequently paid 
and no question of renewal commission arises But if it is revived and only 50 
pei cent of the renewal commission is paid to the new agent, win re does the 
balance of 60 per cent goc There is uo provision in the Act which says that it 
shall go only to the life fund or that it bhall not be distributed as profits So 
instead of this being divided as profits among the shareholders let it be taken by 
the agent who does all the field-work and who has also to sti that no more 
default is committed Theie is no provident fund of any I uni so tai us thiB 
kind of pci sons arc concerned I agree that the original agent should ei i 50 per 
cent , but in spite of a notice to linn he is indifferent and does not take any steps 
to have the policy revived, in such cncumstances the original agent is not 
entitled to it but the new agent is entitled to the whole The lompany should 
not got the advantage of the balance or make any profits out of it, it would be a 
eoit of unearned income I submit, Sir, that this 50 per cent -hnuld be raised to 
100 per cent 

Mr. Muhammad Naunian (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa Muham¬ 
madan) Sir, I oppose this amendment The reasons for nn view h ive been 
ably given my Honouiable fuend, Mi Siddiqi My Honouiable fnend, Mr 
Ayyangar, says there is a fallacy m the suggestion that the new agent should get 
only half of "the commission The position is that the duties of the man who 
ltvives the policv is certainly less than 5 per cent of the work done by the 
original agent He only advises the policvholder that by allowing the policy to 
lapse he has been a losei and if lie cm <onvmcc him that flimm milv he would 
gain that would be enough to renew (he policy 

Then about the allocaton of (he fund it is not cleai in the Bill M\ Honour 
able friend, Mr Siddiqi, said that the chances in tint it will go to the life fund 
In that case it is more advantageous if it should co to the poh< \ holdeis than to 
the agent For these reasons I oppose Hie amendmeril 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizi’t Huque Sir, I think the point has been 
sufficiently debated One cannot have an absolutely fine scale in human life so 
as to exactlv find out the value ot men s woik, and so all this argument of 5 
p< i cent and 40 per tent as regards services is slightly beside the point 
Unfortunately my Honourable friend, Mr Avsangai has been trying to find 
out the fallacy of arguments but hab fallen into a gross fallacy himself The 
very fart that the legislature intended that 40 per cent should be the lOmmis- 
sion of a man for the first yeai and 5 per cent for the renewals shows a realisa¬ 
tion of the amount of work which the original man has to do in order to get the 
policy for the comp am My Honourable friend will realise that an agent who 
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[Dr Sir M Azizul Huque ] 
has to do it has not merelv to find out, he has to select the man, then go to 
him—how many times is knowq to agents themselves—before he can get him to 
insure his life Then the second man goes All he does is ‘go to office, find out 
which is the lapsed list and take it and go to him’ It makes a good deal of 
difference 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I submit that the Bill contemplates 
a case where a medical examination has to take place and it is only m such cases 
that the other man is given 50 per cent Therefore the trouble with respect to 
this man is as much as the trouble of the original man who gets onlv 5 per 
cent 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque* I did not know that getting a 
medical certificate was such a difficult thing I thought that the first thing is 
not the medical certificate, but to get the man to agrt< to renew his policy and 
unless the man is either m such a solvent condition that he cannot possibly 
meet his demand or a fool, he wull ordinarily lenew it if he is ablp to do so 
Having legard to this it is not possible for us specially m v.cw of the opinions 
which have subsequently been leieived to agree to expand the provisions of this 
section 

Pandit Oovmd Malaviya Hu, may I say a uord 
Mr President 1 do not think my icpl\ is necessan now 
The question is 

lint m mC* illust (il ol clum 21 .)! tin. Hill in the pioviso to tin |iio|iii-id miI>- 
sfition (2 A) of sntion 40 (hi wmd lialt ocuniing in tin nnith Inc be omitted 
The motion was negatived 
Mr President The question is 
Tint clause 21 stand pait of the Bill 
The motion was adopted 
CLvuw 21 w is added to the Bill 

Sn R Venkatasubha Reddiar (South \ieat cum Chmgleput Non Muham¬ 
mad m 1-iuul) Sir, I heg to move 

‘That in Clause 22 of the Bill m subsection (2) of Section 41, for the words one 
thousand’, the word* ‘five hundred be substituted 

Sir, there is a penal piovision piohibiting pa\ment'of leb ite imdir section 41 
Sub section (2) of the section piovides, is it now si.mds pun slimcnt of Rs 100 
only By th s clause it is sought to ra se it to Rs 1,000, that is ten times the 
>riginal piovison m Ihc Act Mv amendment pioposcs to restrict the amount 
to lice times i c , Its 'i(H) bet mse if it is l used tell times it will ci. itc hdidship 
and terror in the minds of people Sir I move the umcndm ut for the ic< t ptance 
of the House 

Mr President Amendment moved 

‘That m Cliusi 22 of the Bill in subsection (2) ot Section 41, for the woida one 
thousand’, the words ‘five hundred’ be substituted ” 

TTi® Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque r do not want to stand too much 
on this question of penalty I leave this question to the decision of the House 
We do not propose to oppose the amendment 
Mr President The question is 

"That in Clause 22 of the Bill in subsection (2) of Sect-on 41, for the words 'on* 
thousand’, the words ‘five hundred’ be substituted ’* 

The motion was adopted 
Mr President The question is 
"That Clause 22, as amended, stand part of the Bill ” 

The motion was adopted 

Clause 22, as amended, was added to the Bill 
Clause 23 was added to the Bill 
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INSURANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Pandit Govind Malaviya Sir, I beg to move 

"That m Clause 24 of the Bill, in the fifth line of the proposed Section 48A,— 

(1) for the word 'any* the word ‘the* be substituted, and 

t ^ le v0l ^‘ ! tor which he solicits or piocures life insurance business’, be added at the- 

The purpose of this section is that no life msiiianee agent who is securing any 
business of life insurance should be p director of any company I wish to suggest 
that instead of having that sweeping disqualification we should say that he- 
should not be a director of the company for which hp solicits or procures that 
business Sir I move the amendment and, if vou will permit me, m mv reply 
T will deal with any points which may he raised bv env Honourable Member 

Mr, President' Amendment moved 

“That in Clause 24 of the Bill, in the fifth line of the proposed Section 48A,-— 

(1] for the word ’any’ the word ‘the’ be substituted, and 

^(21 Hie wends 'for which he solicits <n procures life insuiance business’ be -ldded at the 

Mr T Ohapman-Mortimer Sir, this is leallv, if I mat sat so, an astonishing 
amendment It seeks to allow i Director of life insurant e < oinpany to do- 
cel turn things on behalf of anothei life insuiante company which is going to be 
denied to him in case of his own business it is sure I \ Sir, a most improper 
thing that a Director of one company should be able to work tor another company 
of exactl\ the same kind, and, is a matter of fact it raisis vuj much wider 
issues of law than the particular narrow issue which we arc discussing now I 
venture to suggest that my Honourable friend is under a misconception of the 
position in seeking to move an amendment of this kind and we in this Group 
would most certainly oppose it 

The Honourable Dr, Sir M Azizul Huque’ That is also my view so far as this 

unendinent is concerned That will cut across the whole texture of the Bill 
itself The Bill wanted to do away with ceitain evils and if we allow an insurance 
igent ot oik company to go and, being an insurance agent of another company, 
lie a director there, I think it will cut across the entire scheme of business of 
mother company 

Pandit Govind Malaviya How 1 

The Honourable Dr §jr M Azizul Huque Yon are not entitled to be a 
member of a eert un institution ind \ou go to anothei exactly the same institution 
and be a member there That is wrong What is the difficulty then for an 
insurance agent to be a director of his own company? Sir, the advice that we 
have received shows that this is i dangerous thing, and I very strongly oppose 
this 

' Pandit Govind Malaviya Nobodv should he surprised at the suggestion which 
I have mule because we find things like th at going on very well and satisfactorily 
cv<r\where It is said thit a hte insurance agent of one company cannot be a 
dm etor of another company This is obviouslv due to lack of knowledge of 
how life insurance business is earned on and how life insurance companies have 
to lie managed In a life insurance company, an agent procures business for the 
company on certain terms He has to be guided and controlled bv the adminis¬ 
tration—bv the management of that company To that extent therefore, I am 
prepared to concede that because that agent will be in the position of an agent 
of the directors of that company and terms of business will be existing between 
the two, it might create a difficulty if the same person has a dual capacity of 
being the director, namely, the employer, as well as the agent, namely, the 
employee To that extent I can understand that view point But I do not see 
any difficulty, in his being a director of another insurance company If a life 
insurance company has to be run successfully it has to look to three or four 
aspects of things One set of people who contribute to the life insurance- 

j business are the shareholders of a life insurance company «The others 

are the management The third are the life policyholders and the 
fnui th are the field force As anvbodv who has anything to do with the business: 
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of life insuiance will tell \ou, Sn the field force of a life insurance company is 
no less important than anv othei section of the life insurance business I do 
not think that any life insurance cmupim can manage to go on unless it is able 
to keep in the most minute touch \ ith the lequueinents, the difficulties and the 
viewpoints of the field force, namely, the agents Therefore, the fact that a 
man has worked as an agent, enables him to know practical things about the 
insurance business and therefore he can help to guide the insurance business m 
a manner m which no other peisou can T do not think that there should have 
been any occasion or any need foi an amendment liki this m any insurance 
legislation for the simple reason that am bod would understand that an agent 
of the same company would not like to be on its duccioratc But, probably, 
the reason for this new section is that the Honourab'e the Superintendent of 
Insurance bas had a certain experience in Ins owm life of certain agents of his 
company trvmg to get on the director ite of that compun uid leahsmg the 
practical difficulties, i(I speak subject to correction) and ptobablv frightened by 
that fact, he has brought forwaid this general clause II thit be so, I am 
piepnred to agiee to the extent of mv amendment, v i* th it no agent can be i 
director in the company for which he works To that e xtent, it will be a practical 
requirement But, to ban all peisons who have worked as igents, in othei words 
all persons who have had a real experience ot the woik of life in-ura* ee, to lay 
down that no such person should be permitted to e ome upon the Board of 
Directors of any company will be a retrograde step which will really stand in the 
wav of the progress of insurance and 1 hope, therefoic tint this House will not 
allow this sweeping ban to be put m and pievent people who havi practical 
experience and the well being of fh> msuiance busmens it In ut fiom 1 m mg cble 
to contribute their share to its piogii ss and development 
Mr President The question is 

That in Clause 24 of the Bill, in the fifth line of the proposed Section 48A,— 

(1) for the word ‘any’ the word ‘tlie’ be substituted, and 

(2', the voids ‘for which he solicits or piocures life iiwai imc liu incx Ik xld d it the 

The motion was negatived 
Mr President The question is 
“That Clause 24 stand part of the Bill ” 

The motion was adopted 
Clause 21 was added to the Bill 
Clauses 25 to 48 were addtd to the J3.'l 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Aziaul Huque \ cl hoi 20 lias been left ove , 
we can leavi the Preamble and of lie IHi • d ( lause 20 fen the mxl da\ 

Mr President • Yes 

ELFd HON OF ME MB CHS TO DEFENCE ( OnSULTATI\E COMMITTEE 
Mr P Mason (Government of India Nomi lated Official) Su, I beg to 
move 

Th it this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the President 
may direct, six non official members to serve on the Defence Consultative Committee for 
tin. ii jexpiud portion of the financial year 1945 46 and for the financial year 1946 47 ” 

I do not wish to take up the time of the Hoube for long in discussing this 
I would hke to recall the circumstances in which the Defence Consultative Com¬ 
mittee was begun It was in the spring of 1941, when the present War Mem¬ 
ber first came buck to India as Commander-in Chief that he expressed the desire 
to associate my Department more closely with the Legislature, or perhaps I 
should put* it the other way round At any late, in order to know the views 
of the Legis’ature, he suggested that this Committee should be formed 
Smce then it has continued to function and has met every quarter 
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It is not actually and legally a standing Committee o£ the House but for all 
intents and purposes it is governed by the same rules I think that every 
provision of the rules for a Standing Committee has, in fact, been observed m 
mauRgin,' the affairs of this Committee I have just glanced at the subjects 
which will be laid before Standing Committees, and they are 

(a) All Bills introduced or’proposed to be introduced by non-offic al Mem 
hers and legislative proposals which the Department concerned intends to under¬ 
take and on which the Member, in charge desires the advice of the Committee, 

(b) Reports on Committees and Commissions not including unpublished 
reports of deparfmental committees. 

(cl Major questions of general pohev on which the Membei m charge desires 
the advice of the Committee, ■» 

(d) any other reports, and, with the approval of the Member in charge, any 
topic of public importance within the field of the Committee 

That is very w de and that is the line on which we have been working I 
think if there are any Membeis present who have been Members of the Com¬ 
mittee before, they will agree that every suggestion they have made for dis- 
cussi >n has been met We have discussed things with them very ful y and 
freely and I think they would ilso bear tribute to the friendlv and informal 
atmosphere m which these talks have gone on Thev have certainly always 
seemed very friendly to me and we have very often hem able to take the 
advice of the Committeo and made improvements in our pievious procedure 
Four subjects cross my mind, which we have discussed with the Committee 
The Reorganisation Committee, India, discussed with the Committee practically 
every 2 Jr0 P o& ^ that they had before them There was a very long meeting 
lasting 11 day and a ha f on the propos ils of the Reorganisation Committee alone 
We also discussed the policy to be adopted witli icgnul to the I N A and that 
also was very helpful Smaller points, but nonetheless very important, were 
also discussed It w'as represented that a large numbei ot young men who 
cuiiil forward for Commissions were uinble to obtain commissions, because 
they had not had sufficient training in leadership and the fmmutiou of ch iracti r 
As a result of the recommendations m that respect put foivvard by the members 
of the Committee, the Commandei in Chief decided to torui a College at 
Now gong to which candidates wtu sent when they had appealed before a 
selection board and whom the hi cction lioaid found to be not quite sufficiently 
developed n those characterjst’cs and 1 im glad to say that the results of that 
Collcg' were znaguificient Practically every member after his course at the 
college was able to obtain a commission, having picviously been lejected by the 
Selection Boaid 

Then there is the question of the Start College The Committee pointed out 
to us that the peicentuge of Indian officers who went to the Stiff College was 
ratfier bo o\v the peiccutage to which they should be entitled on thenr com- 
paiativo sbength The Commander in Chief took the view that not only should 
they hav the full stiength to which they were entitled on a proportionate basis 
but they should have a much greater proportion It was thought necessary that 
as rnanv Indian officers as possible should go to the Staff College The number 
was raised to 47 out of a tota of 84, which is more than 50 per cent 

There are a number of items to show the type of subjects dibcussed in the 
p i-.t but wnth regard to any items which members choose to raise, I think T 
can say lint flic Commander-in-Chief will be very glad to discuss them If for 
anv reison thev cannot be discussed, he will explain the reason why 

Ther» is just one othei point I see that there is an amendment to be moved 
to inv motion changing the number from six to ten There is of course, a certain 
number of members from the other Chamber The previous number was ten 
This will presumably raise the number altogether perhaps to 15 But if the 
House wishes that, I certainly would not oppose it 
Sir, I move 

Mr President* Motion moved 

“That this Aasembly do proceed to elect in such manner as the Honourable the 
Piisidont rniv dneit, si’s non official members to serve on the Defeme consultative Com 
mitte foi the nneMured poilmn of the financial year 1945 46 and for the financial vear 
1946 47 ’ * 
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Sri Satya Narayan Sinha (Darbhanga cum Saran Non-Muhammadan) Sir,. 
1 move 

‘ That in the onginal motion for the noid six the word ten’ be substituted ” 

Mr President The question is 

' That in the original motion for the word six’ the word ten be substituted " 

The motion was adopted 

The Assembly then adjourned lor Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock. 


The Assembly re assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr President ([the Honouiable Mr G V Marvalankar), in the Chair 

Mr M Asaf Ali (Delhi Genera.) Sir, there would have been no need for 
me ti ris; this afternoon to comment on the motion which has been made by 
Mr Philip Mason today But unfortunati j the press has more ot less com¬ 
pelled me to get up todm to dispil mtnn spttuluions that line been going 
round foi some time plefoic bringing up tliib motion Mr Mi«on was good 
enough to invite me to a discussion of the \aiions subjects tint aic likely to- 
be brought up before this Committee 1 naturally agietd and allt i a discussion 
we tame to certain tentative conclusions m icspect ot which \fi Mason wrote- 
mi a letter which I nn\ icid out—I hope he will have no objection to my 
publicly reading it this afternoon 
Mr P Mason None 

Mr M Asa! Ali He wiote me a letter which may be of some interest to 
the House and to the public geneialh This letter is dated the 4th of Febru- 
nrj it runs ns follows 

1 iua is in continuation of oui i uintisUion ol last i u< sd-iv morning I explained to 
H E the Commander m Chief that I had told von the kind of woik the Defence Consult* 
tive Committee had been doing and that you evpiessed (lie vuw that should jour puty 
agiee to take part in such a Committee (ngaiding which of coutsc jou could not commit 
vourself) they would certainly wish to discuss matteis of the vuy widest nature in relation 
to the defence of India and would not be conttnt to discuss details You recognised that 
so lumr as the \Aar Mtinbei is also Commander in Chief such a Committee could only be 
consultative, and vou also added that you ielt personally that in tin shoit remaining period 
for whuh this uungenient would continue the gieiter c nsultitiun the la inuld lie between 
‘he Commamki mChnf and the elected lepiesentitives of the people the bettei 

I t \p] lined tins to H h the ( mnmander in C hie f who authonses me to sav tint while 
the Committee must continue to be consult alls < he would w e^ome discussion on the broadest 
aspects of stiategy and organisation lie would be very glad to see you at lus house and 
discuss the whole question, and I suggest as a possible time ind date 3 l M 

T attirh i bnef note givum some of the milijiits discus-cd with the Detcnco Consulta 
live Committee during the pist var with some indication of the results Vs you said at 
the tune tiles, ne in i sense mittus ot detail but of couim the armed forces ate built 
up from matters of detail and I think that in futuic even if we also hast discussions on 
the widest strategical and military problems it will he of advantage to refer to the Cora 

Sj it was m connection with this! subject that I afterw irds met His 
‘Excellency the Commander m Chief tnd we had moie than out mti ting—m 
fact I met him on two occasions Somehow the pies? got wind of it T did not 
want am public ty for the simple reason that only results could be made publio 
A rumour went round that seciet talks were taking place between the Com- 
mandei-in-Chief and myse f and that I had agreed to the retention of the British 
troops by Free India I can now spealcng from my place in the House, contradict 
both these rumours which had absolutely no foundation whatsoever There was 
no question of secret talks and there was no question of the British troops re¬ 
maining in India either today or tomorrow None of these questions were being 
discussed In fact, what was being discussed was the scope and functions of 
the Consultative Committee and naturally many other subjects came up which 
were of a connected nature Sir, I am very glad that Mr Mason has given to 
the House the very same assurance and it makes our task easier 

The history of the Defence Consultative Committee may be traced right 
back to 1985 When we first came into this House we wanted a Standing Com¬ 
mittee But at that time they thought it would be rather presemptuous on 
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■our parts to seek to advise the Defence Department on matters about which we 
knew nothing but about wh ch we were complaining all the time that the Gov¬ 
ernment were not consulting us We repeated our efforts later, and on one 
occasion I believe it was m 1936 as Mr Mangal Singh will bear me out 
(Sardar Mangal Singh “It was in 1936) —the House carried a resolution 
almost unanimously, which recommended to the Governor General in Council 
that a Standing Committee for Defence should be set up But it took the 
Government another five years to reconsider the position However, I am very 
glad that in 1941 it took shape—1 believe it was the present Commander-in-Chuf 
who lln ught of setting up this Committee It may not be a Standing Com 
mittee, Sir, but I am glad that Mr Mason has assured us that this C mmittee 
will hi governed by the rules that apply to Standing Committees generally The 
defence of Indi%is the most vital subject in which the country is inteiested and 
with which the representatives of the country must be very closely associated 
As it happens, since 1941, I believe the Defence Dtpai tint lit has been split 
into two sections the War Department and the Defence Department The 
Defence [ ortfolio is held by one Member and the War Member is the Com 
mander m-Chief The subjects entrusted to the Defence Department are just 
a few which have nothing to do with operational matters or with the organisa¬ 
tion as such But I take it that this committee will be allowed to look into 
both the Departments 

Mr P. Mason May I explain, Sir 0 There is no longei a Defence Depart¬ 
ment Practically all the functions of the Defence Department were taken o\er 
once mom by the War Department about two months ago 

Mr M As&i All I am glad that Mr Mason hi-, coirccted me Has the 
Defence portfolio been abolished? 

Mr P Mason Yes 

Mr M. Asaf All I am very glad to heai it because that is exactly what we 
want We want, whenever we take over from the War Department, to take 
over the whole thing and not piecemeal We do not want the Defence Depait 
meat t> bj separated from the War Department we want the who e of it to 
be handed ovei to us as soon as possible That be mg so, it is only re isomible 
that a nut If us should be created in the House, a nucleus of elected Members 
vho should be familiarised with the working of the entire Department, so that 
they may take part m the shap ng of the policy of the Department a little more 
Intel lgontly than they can when they arc utteily ignoiaut of things which may 
be happening It is from that point of view that I welcome the motion which 
has been made by Mr Mason, and 1 also support the unendment that li is been 
jE'oposed by my Honourable friend, the Chief Whip of the Party It will give 
the House an opportunity of sending more Members to this committee, and 
the more m my opinion the merrier, though I should not like it to bo over¬ 
crowded 

Mr. President' I now put to the House the unended motion 

The question is 

‘ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honouiable the President 
may direct, ten non official members to serve on the Defence Consultative Committee for 
the untxpired portion of the financial year 1945 46 and for the financial year 1946 47 ” 

rh3 motion was adopted 

Mr President’ I have to inform Honourable Members that for the purpose 
of election of Members to the Defence Consultative Committee, the Notice 
Office will be open to receive nominations upto 12 Noon on Saturday, the 23rd 
Febiuary, and that the election, if necessary, will be held on Tuesday, the 26th 
February The election, which will be conducted m accordance with the Re¬ 
gulations for holding of elections by means of the single transferable vote, will 
be he'd in the Assistant Secretary’s room m the Council House, between the 
hours of 10-30 a m and 1pm 



FACTORIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar (Labour Member) Mr President, I 
move 

That the Bill further to amend the Factories Act, 1934, be taken into consideration ” 

The Bill has altogetner seven clauses, but of these seven clauses there aie 
only two which are fundamental They are clause 2 and clause 7 of the Bill 
These two clauses deal w th (wo separate questions Clause 2 deals with the 
question of reduction m the hours of work and clause 7 deals with the rate of 
payment for overtime 

Taking for consideration the first question, namely, the reduction m the 
hours of work I would like to state to the House whit the present position is 
The present position is that under section 34 of the Factories Act, for perennial 
factories the maximum hours of work per week are fixed at 54, while for the 
non-peicnmal or seasonal factories the total is 60 hours a week Clause 2 of 
the Bill proposes to male© changes in the maximum hours of work fixed by 
sectior 34 for perennial factories the maximum is fixed at 48, while for the 
seasonal factories the maximum is fixed at 54 Tt might be desirable to men¬ 
tion to the House why Government has thought it necessary to bring this 
amending measure 

As some members of the House will remember, this question regarding the 
houis of vork in factories was considered for the first time in a convention which 
was held in Washington in the year 1919 Tho convention fixed 48 hours ns 
the m lximum for factory labour, but on account of the speei d conditions pre 
valent m Ind a, the conference agreed to allow India to retain the maximum of 
60 hours, which was then prevalent Consequently, the Government of India 
allowe 1 the 60 hours limit to continue The matter was then examined by the 
Roval Gomimssion on Labour, and the Royal Commission on Labour recom¬ 
mended that although the international convention did not put any obligation 
upon the Government of India to bring the factory law in consonance with the 
convention established m Washington, they recommended that nonetheless it 
w is necessary that the hours of labour in India should be fixed at 54 That 
recommendation was accepted by the Government of India and an nmeuding 
Bill was brought in the year 1934, under which the present maximum which is 
fix°d by section 34 was brought into operation The Government of India now 
think that time and circumstances have arisen whereby it is necessary that the 
Indian factory workers should be allowed the benefit of the maximum hours of 
labour that were fixed by the Washington Convention, and that is the reason 
why this [Bill has been brought forward 

I need not elaborate the reasons why Government regards this matter as 
somewhat emergent But I might mention briefly the couvder \tions that have 
moved tlic Government of India to bring forward this measure ['think it will 
be agreed that apart from other considerations, ’f one were to tvko into account 
only the climatic conditions that prevail in this country, it would be agreed that 
for that, if fer no othei n ason, the hours or work m a <ountiy like India ought 
to be much less than the hours of work that are previlont in other countries 
There is also the other reason, namely, that during the war, under section 8 of 
the Ordinance, we had permitted the provincial governments to allow many 
exemptions from the provisions of the Factories Act which had the effect of 
increasing the hours of work for factory labour and the Government thinks 
that the strain arising from the extension of the hours of work during the period 
of the war was so great that it is necessary in the interests of the health of 
the workeis that they ought to be now granted a substantial relief I might 
also mention to the House that the Government also thinks that this measure 
will have some salutary effect in the matter of relieving unemployment which is 
likely to 8nse as a result of retrenchment If 48 hours and 54 hours which have 
been fixed by the present Bill 

SJt. V. V. O&dgil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) r 
Make it 40 

( 1304 ) 
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The Honourable Dr. B R. Ambedkar . were to be of universal opera¬ 

tion it is, 1 think, logical +hof ™orc people would be employed than are em¬ 
ploye l now and that to some extent it would be a relief 111 our post-war 
difficulties home members aie probably thinking that this might be a very 
radical measure I would like to disabuse them of anv such uuUon The Bi l 
does not nuke anv radical change in the piactics which exists at present and I 
would like io give the House some figures m order to show to wait extent 48 
hours in perennial factories and 54 hours in se isonai lactones hive become the 
order of the day In the year 19J9, there were altogether—I am giving figures 
of perennial fectoues—8,644 factories Of them 2,315 weie working at the rate 
of 48 houis a wetk winch gives a percentage ot 27 per cent In 1910, the total 
numboi of faetoi.os w is 8,115 ind those tli it woiked on 48 hours were 2,525 
which gives 28 per cent of the total Tn 19H, the total was 10 261 Those that 
worked on 48 hou s were 2,921 which was 29 per cent In 1942, the tenal was 
10,483 Those that worked on 48 hours was 2,687 which gives a total of 26 per 
cent In 1943, the total was 11,239 Those that worked on 48 was 2,761, which 
gives a total of 25 pi r cent In 1941, that lo,al was 11,815 Those that 
worked on 48 hours was 3,191 which gives a total of 27 per cent The same facts 
with rega d to seasonal tictones are as follows In 1919, there were 6,252 
faclones Of them 2 409 worked on a basis of 54 hours which gives 39 pei cent 
In 1910 the tota' was 6,239 Ot thun 2 440 werkid oil the basib of 51 hours, 
wlinh is igain a total ot 39 In 1941, the tot il was 6,265 Ot them 2,439 
wciked on 51 hours which again is a percentage ot 39 In 1942, the total was 
5,925 Those that worked 54 was 2,358 which gives 40 as the percentage In 
1913, the total was b,255 Of them 2,398 worked on i basis of 54 which gives 
a peicentigc of 40 In 1944, the total was 5,950 tnd nf them 2,368 woiked at 
the rate of 51 That gives 40 (4 n Honourab'e Member ' The rest is more 

than 54 hours’ ?) Not beyond the maximum but above the figures now fixed 
in th. Bill 

Shri Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakcpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
ltui d) VVhat is the number of men employed > 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar I am coming to that Looking at 
th ^ nuttji fiom the point of view of the hands, we unlortunately have not 
got very completo data but from the reports ot the Fact Finding Committee 
wlncn the Government of*India appointed recently the figures collected stand 
as follows The total factory hands both in seasonal and non-seasonal factories 
comes to 25,20,251 These are the latest figures for 1945 Those that were em¬ 
ployed in factories woiking at 48 to 54 .omes to 9,47,000, which is 37 per cent, of 
the total it will thercloie be seen that theie uc alieady a great number cf 
factories both perennial and seasonal which have practically adopted ,he 
maximum which is now fixed in the Bill and from that point of view it cannot 
he sa’d that the Bill is making any very great radical change in the situation 
is it exists today 

'Ilie ’ ix one other point which has been raided by the ntics of the 'Bi 1 to 
which I would like to give a reply It has been said that this Bill will affect 
prcductioi and that it will reduce production and this point has been cm 
phnsi'ed, if I may say so, by the cotton textile mills They have contended 
that from their point of view and from the point of view of the country this is 
an inopportune measure There is a great deal of shortage of (loth in the 
country In fact there is a cloth famine and they sav that if anv thing was 
necessary in the circumstances of the day, the mil s, particularly the Cotton 
mills, ought to have greater latitude in the matter of hours of employment so 
that the deficiency m the matter of cloth production might be made up Now, 
I had an examination made of the effect of the reduction in the hours of labour 
on production, particularly with regard to the cotton mills by the Labour 
Department and I have here some very interesting figures I have a great lot 
of figures but I do not want to weary the House with them but I will just refer 
to the consumption of cotton, increase of loom, spindles and so on, so that the 
House may got an idea Now, I take the figure for the year 1984, the year n> 
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which the change in the hours o[ woih was made ast time They were brought 
down from 60 to 54 Now, m 1934, the position was as follows There were 
-35*2 mills There were 9,613,174 spmd'es, 194,388 looms, 384,938 hands 
employed and the numbci of < otton bale** consumed was 2,703,994 Take 
the next \ear, 1935 when the provisions of the Act became effective The 
numbci of mills had increased to 365 Spindles had increased to 9,685,175 
Looms had increased to 198,867 The number of hands employed 
r M increased to 414,884 and the bales consumed increased to 3,123,418 
I will take the last year available to me, that is 1938 The total number otf 
mills had increased to 380 The number of spindles had increased to 1,020,275 
Shri Sri Prakasa Will the Honourable Member give them tn lakhs ? 

The Honourable Dr B E Ambedkar Tliev are all given here in millions 
The notation which I am using is quite familiar to the Honourable Member on 
ihi other side He is not so ignorant as he is showing ^^eHtobe 

The number of looms is 200,28b, hands employed were 4 37,690 the num b er 
of cotton bale consumed 3.6b2,648 Therefore my submise.on s that so far as 
experience of the past is any guide to the consequences of the future 1 am sure 
St any such tear that mav be attained ,s unfounded Howevu, the (rovern 
ment of India does recognise that there is cloth famine, if not famine there s 
shortage of cloth and that undu the uicumstances, it wouid be necessary to 
make some provision, so that should occasion arise, the nulls or the other 
establishments which roqmn longer boms to work mav have the> hbeityrto do so 
Accordingly, there has been inserted m the Hill n cl cuse which - clause o and 
which amends section 44 It will be seen from the wording of the clause that 
power is given to the ProvmcnJ Government to extent the operation of the order 
for six months at a time, it was proved that public interest as distinguished from 
emergence existed Time is already piovixion for suspending the prov sions of 
the Factory Act whenever there is emergency It was felt that the shortage of 
cloth may not be regarded us an emergeiicv and consequently provincial govern¬ 
ments may not be m a position In usi the sii turns which ex,st at present in the 
Act Consequently as a measure of groato piecaution the Government has 
inserted in the Bill a clause which now makes provis on foi motlici cuttgorv 
situation which is called public mteicst So T hope that that clause will allav 
such fears as the cotton textile millowntis nnv have with regard to (he effect Ol 
the Hill on the production of cloth 

Sir the other clauses, namely, clauses 3, 4 and 6 are purely conse¬ 
quential Clause 3 reduces the daily maximum from 11 0 for P"®"' 

nml factories and from II to 10 for seasonal factories lhat is in con¬ 
sonance with the major change which we are making by fixing a new maxima 
for perenn al and seasonal factories Clauses 4 and 6 merely reduce the spreid 
over from 13 hours to 12 and I am sure they need no comment from me With 
regard to the second mam provision of the Bill wh ch as I said deals with the 
rate of payment for overt me, Honourable Members will see that the existing 
Factory Act does not have a un form rule with regard to payment of overtime 
In fact , there are two different rules, one for perenn al factory and the other tor 
seasonal factory For the seasonal factory, if the hours of work are above GO, 
then he gets U kor the non seasonal futon, then ire really two differe 
rates It the working hours are between 54 to 60, then the overtime is 1* times 
it it is above GO, it is H times As Government thinks that as thiB distinction or 
differentiation in the rates of payment of overtime is unjustifiable, that it is 
desirable that there oughb to be one single rule for overt me irrespective of the 
nature of the factory, to which the rule applies Consequently the amendment 
m the B'll proposes that for all overtime, the rates should be one and a halt 
times I hope that the House will realise that this is a simple measure-that 
it is a measure long overdue and that it will give its support to this belated 
measure of bringing Indian legislation m accord with the standards laid down 
b i the International convention Sir, I move 


Mr President: Motion moved „ „ 

"That the Bill farther to amend the Factonea Act, 1934, be taken into consideration 
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Sri K Venkatasubba Eeddiar (South Aicot turn Chinglcpul Non Muhain 
madan Iiural) Sir, I move 

That the BiU bi nfcueil to e be ltd l uminiUcc consisting ol the Honourable Sc Asok. 

Hoi, the llonomable Di It R Ambedkai Piof N G Ranga Sjt N V Gadgil, M. 

\ idila.1 J allulihai, Dnvaii Chaman Hall Pandit Halknshna Shaima, Mr Muliamrmd Naumar 
Mi Muhammad M Killedn, So llassan Suhiawardy Mr b C Joshi, Mr A 0 Inski 
Miss Mimben Kail, Mi b Guiuswann, Clniidlny Su Cliand, ind the Mover, wit 
nistiuetioiio to lepoit on or betoie the 7lh Much 1946 and that the nnmbei of Membe- 
\liosu picsenic shall be ikccksii to constitute i merlin., of the ( uni ill lit u dull be tue 

Sn if T pioposc (hat tin Bill lie utuiul to i hel Committee it is not 

thit 1 want to hold hack the progress ol (he Bill lor uvy length of tunc (mm tin 

consideration of this Houm The Honomabh Member 'or Government has f t 
stated whethei lie ealled for nuhiio opinion on this measure at am late the 
opinion from all sections which aie intoiested oi which are affected h\ tins 
measure If any opinion has been received, he has not circuited that Sornt 
Members think that this Bill should no a htt’e imther thm win I is He w proposed 
Throughout the world the labour his been dctinndmg foi still shenhi hours Tt 
Inis tiken more than 2f> yim to i re h the hours ot work pi i week whieh tin 
Washington confeienee sperKs Now Sn, at . late stage this Bill has conn 
Mv amendment to rifer the Bill to the Select Committee will not jrupudiso tin 
nissage of this Bill through this House for e loner tune T onK isk that (his 

Bill should ho considered in Mu Xcbcf Committee and returned to this House 

I’ffnip 7th March IQlft that is within two weeks from toda\ Sii I move 

Mr President Amendment moved 

lint tho Hill be ri>feire>d to i Select ( umimttee consisting of Hit Honourdili Su \snlw 
Hov (lie Ilonoui elde J)i B R \mbedkar Prof N G Rnnga, Sjt N \ Gadgil, Mr 
VailiHI Lallubhai Diwan Chaman Lall Pandit Balknshna Sharnia Mi Mulnmmad Nunn in, 

Mi Muhammad M Kdledai Sir HaRsan Snhrawardy Mr S C losbi Mi \ C Tnekip, 
Miss Mimben Kara Mi S Gureiswaim, Chairdliry Sri Chand and tho Movei with untrue. 
lions lo report on or before the 7th Miroh 1946 and that the numbei of Members whose 
|ii,seme shill he ncccssnv to constitute a merlin. of the C ommittec shell be ie\e 

Miss Maniben Kara (Nonrmiteel Non Olfieiall Sir T stand lo oppose this 
uricndment While on the one suit the llonenn iblc Member h is s| ded tint bf 
fen one would want tire hours of wink to be still induced from wlrat bis been 
proposed b\ the TTonouribh Lrboin Member lie bis on the otlice bind purposed 
m amendment that the nutter should be referred to a select Miimnittcc which 
will only mean rlelaa ThJ question Iras been ten able slated In the Tnbour 
Member and he has also shown the mgem v of nnple mentmg this Bill is e nh rs 
possible The necossitv of gett.ng this Bill through has hem veiv well 
• xplmncd The L ihonr Memhu Ins rlso rssuud tint some safeguard has been 
kepi for the textile mills because of cloth famine T see no reason why anv 
_ r ^pup oi m\ parte should oppose this Bill which 's re ill \ a bellied measure 
\s a mattoi of fact if we romp ire the liouis of \ eik m this eounliv with those 
in m\ othri eoiinlries it will he found rs w is pointed out In the Labour 
Member that otir eounlrv needs to go ninth furllrer abe id Begirding the 
'eduction of hours of work thoio iwight not to be mv diffeieiuc of opinion T 
'heiefoie appeal on behalf of liboui that the Congiess is well as the othei parties 
in this House should unite m getting this Bill pi-sed T will also nnke a 
suggestion that because this Bill deals onl\ with woikers in faetoi'es provision 
should be made for workers in oMiei industries [ take this opportunity to 
ippeal to the Labour Member (hat ht will not foi mt the workers m the railways 
ind mines, other Bills should he brought foiward on their behalf and I hope the 
hills will receive the support of this House 

Diw&n Chaman Lall (West Punjab Non Muh rmmadan) Sn T think T 
must congiatulate the Honourable lady who has just spoken on her desire to 
expedite the passage of this Bill through this House But she forgets that 
the reason why this amendment has been tabled is to enable this House further 
to consider the position as explained hv the Labour Member T must also 
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congratulate the Labour Membei on the \eiy lucid—though bind—exposition 
of the history of this subject The point wh\ this amendment lias been tabled 
is not that we intend to delay the passage of this mcasuie, not tint we want 
to obstruct the passage of labour legislation, but to find out it it is possible to 
assist my Honourable friend who has tabled this motion to leduco the hours 
of work still furthei And I am surpnsid at my Honourable friend, the noun 
nated lady m this House who is supposed to .pnsmt ltboui, tint she letepts 
without demur the pioposition tint women should lie illowed to work m 
seasonal fuctones for 54 liouis u week Docs sin not eonsnlu that the tim' 
has come when, at all costs, sin should st md fot tin Jcgiliinatc lights ot lit t 
own kind working m tin se factories’ Does she not eonsidci tint 'In ‘line Ins 
arnved when we should tike i slip lotw ud m that icspcct ’ M\ Lionourablc 
fnend the Lahoui Member w is not <|iutc light whin lie unde i iclcienee* to 
the Washington Convention <1 1‘H't oi iitlui tint lie w is not quite complc h 
in the statement that he mule Tin \\ ishin.tmi Coimntioii considered this 
matter in 1010 and i tint to th< (inclusion th u lm uis( ol tin special i in urn 
stances prevailing in a eountn like InTli i Iheie must hi i M\t\ bout week 

[At this stage Mr President v u ited the Chair which w is than occupied 
by Mr Deputy President (Su Mohunrnad Y.mnn Khan)] 

Sir, it is a most extraordinary proposition The spend conditions tint 
prevail in India, the elmntic* conditions to which m\ lloiiom ihlc fnend i< fernd, 
are such that it should enable well wishers of 1 ibour throughout, the world to 
demand a lower working week in Inch i tlnn in othu couiitins like tired 
Britain and Franco And \et tin jieoph who issnnblcd in A\ islnngton igiced 
because of these special conditions lo Inn a si\f\ horn week Bui it the 
same time—and that is whv T s ud tint the Honourdih Afnnhci s cidminif 
was not complete—it was decided that this nnttei should he le toned igun 
to and reconsidered at a fiituu meeting ot tin (4c mid Conlnemi H n 
contemplated that if a sixlv lioui week w is not- nght foi Tiidi . it liould he 
reconsielered at a future nicotine «f the (jrteiil (onfejeuee 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar It w is not done 

Dlwan Ohaman Lall Of course it, w is not done ttnl is m\ nmiit Tin 
point is that thev were* not final as far as this ouistmn was i muerued wlie ins 
from that year 1919 onwaids the position has bee i uiepleel oi was iieeptnl 
until the Royal Commission on Labour repented to be find \ sixl\ hour wok 
was considered to hr right foi Tndn when is t foifv eight Inun wick w is nu 
sidered right for Enghnd and a fortv hour week was thought to he light foi 
France That time for ice onsideratiou m ver < one hut it w is lonsnl^red 1>\ 
the Royal Commission on Labmu which looked into this millet M> TTonoife 
able friend referred to the Renal Commission on Lahoui 1 oitun itelc oi m 
fortunately I with another friend, who ts not in tlv House hut whom I si c 
seated in the official gallarv, was i member of th if Commission md we did 
recommend in a minority report or rather m a note of dissent (hit the lioin-- 
of work should be reduced to 48 in those circ uinstmees Sir that wes 1" -sens 
ago Prefacing my assent to the Roval Commission’s tepoit T steted tint T 
agreed to the demands as the\ have hi on ineptnl In the Commission and 
the last paragraph of that report says, referring to me that 

“He desires to add that opinione must differ regarding tho conclusions to be drawn 
from the evidence and he regards the recommendations as the minimum which should be 
enforced without delay " 

That was 15 years ago Much water, as inv Honourable friend said, has 
flown down the Jumna Bridge since then and we aio now fined, oi urn he 
faced, with a very serious problem of unemployment Afv Tlonouiahlc friend 
referred to that problem and he said that we must not consulei this measure 
to be a radical measure*, it is a measure which is designed also to meet the 
problem of unemployment Quite right, but how does it meet the problem of 
unemployment'’ Tn thei next breath my Honourable fnend—as he did quite 
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ughti^—laid, down ligures showing that them are liom 2d to 40 per cent of 
workers employed m these lactones ai ready working up to 48 hourb a week, 
and let me udd luither that time aie nidustiies m which workers are working 
much 1( bs than 48 houis a week it my Honourable friend studies—as in course 
ot tune he will no doubt study -tne position oi railways, he will hnd that the 
tiouis ot woik loi a long numbei ot yoais Lave been much lowei than 48 it 
is only in exceptional t aseb that the houis aie long, it is only where the 
Washington and (jeneva Conventions have not been applied though they should 
nave been applied that he will liud the houis ot woik long iiut you take even 
the jute mills and the coal mines, there the woikets themselves have enforced 
i maximum limit upon themselves because ot the ditheulties ot labour both in 
tlie jute nulls and toal mines there again lie will hnd that the hours are 
much shortei than 18 no matiei what the legal maximum, and it is for that 
leason that 1 dtieet tne attention oi my Honouiable hiend who opposed this 
amendment to the iaet that tlieie is a ease tor a towel working week than the 
week wluoh my Honouiable iutiid has suggested on the floor of this House 
And it ib a ptobiem that we must not omy eonsidei but carefully weigh to 
lmd out whctiiei it is possible today to get to a lower working week than that 
which has been suggested And why do 1 say this ’ If is true that we are 
going to he laced, and we may be 1 iced, with seiious retrenchment and senotib 
unemployment in the country 11 the position already is that a large number 
ul workers are working on Hie basis of 48 houis oi less, how does it help to 
solve the piobkm ol unemployment it you meiely stabilise by law what the 
position is in practice 1 11 you want to meet tile pioblem of retrenchment and 
unemployment it is up to you U> ledutc the hours of work still further My 
Honourable hiend tlieieioie quite lightly bold it is not a ladical measure We 
u me this aimudnient, we wuut this tvelect Committee to meet m order to 
make it i i idieal measure L uiideistuul my Honouiable Irieud belongs to the 
l>’ti(Jie<d J)emo< ratio Paity and she is against making the measure a radical 
llie isun i mi lathei suipused at the speech that she delivered 1 

There are othci considerations, Ui Deputy President, why this measuie 
must go to (he Select ( oimmttec i’heie is the problem oi payment tor over¬ 
time My Honouiable hiend has increased n from to 1^ and stabilised it 
lor all eategoiies at 1-J Ln some i ategones it is 1^, in others it is li • My 
Honourable liicnd ovei th^ri objected to this motion , she is against making 
it double 1 ask lici, does she object to doubling this > 

Miss Maniben Kara 1 will give my leply, Mr Deputy President 

Diwan Chaman Hall My Honourable iriend should take this oppohfouphfliy; 
to revise her verdict, ll she lias not studied this caiefully, she will have an 
opportunity m the Select Committee to examine this, and i am suie she will 
nvvlize tli it in the niteicbt ot the 1 ibomnig 1 1 isses it is necessary to double this 
payment 

Then tluie is the question ol spread ovei Spread ovei is a problem, it has 
been a seiious problem ol the jute industiy as my Honourable friend knows 
Men have been found theie working for Id hours piactically at a stretch, 
because they are unable to take their rest m their own homes they must lie 
down in the factories These problems have to be settled and 1 therefore tlnuk 
that the entire Pat,tones Act needs very ladical changes, and the time must 
come and must come soon when this Act must be amended and made more 
humane and more civilized 

My point of view is a very simple one As fur as thi s measure is concrened 
and all such measures, I, on the floor ot this House, on behalf of my col¬ 
leagues, welcome all such meusures which are meant and designed to amelio¬ 
rate the condition oi the working classes But at the same time we want to 
go a step beyond the step taken by my Honourable friend We want to do full 
justice to the working classes and it we tan, by virtue of sending this measure 
to the Select Committee, discuss the various aspects of this measure with a 
view to improve those aspects, there should be none in this House to say no 
to us and 1 want the support of every Member on the floor of this House for 
this proposition That is why 1 commend this particular amendment to the 
House. 
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The time has come to note that the vv taking cl-sses . 
satisfied with half heaitcii measures The walking classes . 
to come into their own, as they must tome into then 
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i“ not going to 1 1 
e now determined 
Swaiij, freedom 

md independence mean nothing to me miless they also mean swaraj freedom 
snd independence to the wotlong classes u the imntiv l'or Hum it is tli i 
we labour, tor them it is tint vu suttei, loi them d is tlmt tie put ioith om 
voice in oidei that they may tome into tin n own \»d, tlmtloie, l sugg< st 
that the time hab conit whin this piiticiilu nicisme too should he so amended 
that it will meet tin cm mnst un cs oi tilt siti itww md lit uueptable t< tin 
woiking classes 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad (l mttd i’lovnitcs tv illuin Divisions Mulnm 
niutlm lfuiil) Hi Ion I speak on flu subpet, I v\ould lilu tin Ilononi ibh 
Membti to give lin tile figuits He slid (hit thin le 1')50 In loins mploy 
imr 25,2‘)1 men \m I light ’ 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar Wlnt figuKs mv Honout ibfi 
i nd is leferung to 0 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad You sod tint tin told minibci ot nun now 
iinplowil m ill the iattoncs is 25,201 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar T said 25,2n non 


Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad Sn mv Honout d>U linnd, Mi ( n un m L ill 
does not go far enough loi the hunht ot 1 ibom Isvtt mu ut hid tin L ibotit 
Commission vvi have hem hiving it hist tin Hills iviiv vi u m loiiniition 

with the liboui lmpiovennlit, hut I think vvt it. < itching the wmng i ml ol 

the sink We h ivt not fnllv nali/id how thi ! ilumi is moving tluonglnnt 

lilt vvoild lin little hit vvhuh vvi ut doing jioni mill to 'mu—diminishing 

honis ol vvoit, 'lini ismg tlu vv lgts u iking -tnlu , h g il md sin h otln l 
nu isures - will not solve the ltd pinhhm 1 ibom Miioiiglioul ilu vvoild ilO i 
lilt w u will not hi sitisfnd with these Ji vv pun ol i luisi Is which wi put in 
then mouth this is whit 1 ibour is s ivnit ('iivwlni Uiissi i his 1mm Hu 
lend, anil tiso some othti tountin s Liboui is now HiiiiIvu;. m this vv iv Wt 
jiodiui wealth the npitihst Ins mheiitid some nioiuv momi his f itlu i , In 
had no business to own tint momj I un tin i» o m who pmduc ■ tin ai ilili 

I’his is now the Itt ling of 1 ibom II wi «\m in l'u ( mm iiiiin idi is w ( find 

that tlie tundimentii idea is tin' von i nrnot iinnlov I ihoui loi piodumig 
weilth md porket vomlself 

Shri Sri Prakasa H,ihoui piodutis i nu usi ' 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad '11ns n tin vnw tint I ibom is t ikmg tint tin 
capitalist li 18 no light to employ tlu Idiotit bti nisi he lnppeiis (o own simn 
monev, md that tilt i ipit ilist i mis the moiitv on in mini ol tin tffoits ot 
the labomei loi winch be pays linn i tivv mins vvluih is not mm solhi n ut 
to m nntam him L.iboni will not impt thi position un mote 

There ire only two wavs m which you tin solve this question s distal tmilv 
ft i annofc be done by piccemt il legislation is wt an doing We must 
mllovv the Coiiimiiinst method The Comrnun ut doctnne is that you / 
cmnot use 1 ihoui tor the piodurtion of weilth foi -yourself, the wealth 
so pioduccd must belong to the whole community Tf you don’t do that, 
people will not he satisfied with thost leaden, who ne lepresenting 
them in oidei to niaki Him own t noers md not to lulp tlu in—to thorn lendn 
ship is a fashion The otliei method which w is adopted by (Jnnniiv was to 
make laboureis Inkiness putncrs in the film Whatever profit is e lined, it 
must be distributed in i < ertiini propoHion between the 1 ilioureis, direc f ois, 
officers and the capitalists Tt is not sufficient tint you should pay him a 
i eitain amount, and if lie overworks, then double There has been a good 
deal of discussion in fhe House as to whether payment for oveiwork should 
be double, one and a half, or one and a quarter, but 1 may tell vou that labour 
will not be satisfied They sny, they should be pnitners m whatever they 
help to produce Therefore I think that you should make them business 
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partneis a* Germany did befoie Cheat War or you should follow the Communist 
doe tune that no person should he able to tmp oy laboui unless the whole ot 
the meouiu goes to the eonnmmity, and not In the capitalist Halt measures 
whiok we have been adopting aie wiongt 1 m> -.oily my lnend Uie Honour 
ihle the Laboui Muuhei wlio has heui giiielui 0 the, destinies oi labour ioi sueh 
a long tune his been smuggling m the low ctinusphcu by jaei i me il legisla 
tion ioi labom But 1 iboureis will nob be s mslitd The time is moving ‘ust 

md they will now demand on mount ol the pievailmg nithu in e ot Uus-ua 

and othei doi tunes tli it we sholnd take si long lneasuies to impiove the ccunli 
tion of laboui 

Out thing, wlmli t said, is absolutely neeessaiy is that you should 
tike the tabouret m as a busiiit ss paitnei The capitalist bhould have 
only the bank late ol mteiesl is pioht Inslc ul ot 111 it they ale having 3311 
and i300 pel eelit is then dividend dec 1 in d by sevei ll mills, espemlly those 
mills who leally eiy mosl, n uuely , the textile mills They are the giouLsi 
sinners in India lor the employment ot liboui }vo! only that, but also m 
connection with the consunieis, md slnielioldiis md cniybody We ought 
to see betoiehand how the woild is moving md how it will shape These con 
ieiences at Washington and at Geneva md lIsi .vhi'ro an not satisfaetory 
solutions ol the jiiobh m \\ i h t\c to t hooM oih ot llnv two methods and 
you will have to abide by it w lie tin i vou m i <Ii i cu my o'liei countiy 
lather you loliow tile Conmim ist tlieo'y winch is this ill it you e umot employ 
labom lol ptisonal pioducliv objc e Is 'loti cm u»i liliom ha vou own bene 

lit but mil loi tile pioduc lion ol wt illii md iL my 1 ibom pioduces wealth, it 

should go to community is i w hob Oi, .umpt the poln y Onmmv followed 

he loie the (lie it wai, iniiidv th it the e ipit llisl was intitled to a I) ink rtti 
ol mteiesl, tin woiki is hid thin living wag s u i online? io linn stains This 
minimum which w is gnu mtcicl mci paid weilly md uteiw mis when vei 
there w is i piohl il w is elnichd eejmfiblv n> nilun proportion between the 
woikcis, the dmetois, the mmigcis md the capitalists themselves 

this is the method which vou ought to adopt and 1 Lope the Honomable the 
L ibom Meinhct will tike the le ul m this nutter lie is hold enough in many 
other tilings I h iv i sc eu his hold spec ■ he s hut in Ins own puticuLir w ork, wheio 
he btands as i ihumpioii of liboui, lu is 1 ot bold enough He fob >ws the nit 
laid out by the Jioval ( uminissioii cm Galium and b\ Ins pi elcce^si s though 
he tries to move a little 1 jetei He should -ci how the weald is moving and 
you have to ldopt dyumiic policy, tell the c i pit ilisL that tin time is not 
distant when all thin fictorics will be cli shoved md burnt md everything 
will be looted, md tins is a tiling which is bound to come unless vou look aftei 
the interests of the workmen To give them "> 1 oi 00 hours woik i week, foi 
wljuh Jamnadas Me lit i is tightmg, i-, nm, good mou^li Tt may satisfy them 
lor few years but. it will not satisly tlum uLl ten ycais because the i unent 
ot opinion Itoin liussi i ,s going on ill ovei tin woilcl md atti ctmg the labom 
people all ovei tlie countiy, and Ibis is i thing which you ought to foresee and 
I wish the Honourable Member will come out with a bold legislation and say 
that no company shill over declare i dividend beyond the bank late ol mteiest 
Thi« should lie the maximum The second thing is that all the pioht should 
be distributed in an ccpulable niamaei between the wenktts, (In dm tots and 
the capitalists themselves 

There is one thing which 1 ibour is considering mil my Honmn ibh fiioud, 
the Labour Member has hudly utilised it 'suppose a capitilist invests a 
hundred rupees in any business oi mdustiv 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar I woiidci if this is ill relevant to the 

Bill 

Mr Deputy President Order, ordci I do not know if (lie Honourable 
Member is speiking on the amendment oi on (lie mil motion 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad I am cxpiessing md devcdoping tlie feelings of 
laboui, which I am going to describe The feeling of the labourers is this 
Suppose a capitalist has invested on’ hundred lupees and the labourer must work 
in order to give him a profit of Its 3 per annum, which is the hank rate of 
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1 IJi Sn Ziauddm \hiiud ] , 1 , , 

iuii ii bt It is just whui tlu dividend y* s up to six pu . ont instead labour 
tiiusl uoik twice over toi tin siim mimml m <>idei to give double the dividend 
In Ik < ipitalist Vnd il the tin id. fid miicisis one hundred times, then the 

iibouKi will hivi t>) wink mu hunthid linns i mm li in milei to give this 
dividind Tins is tilt inline of tin libouuis mmih whs should I wotk so 
h IU ] in nidi i In gi\t li'in i profit t<> wliuli In i mil ml died He lias earned 

l, u_k ill Ills I i])itd md 111. 1 |< (oiy should b lug to the labour This is tho feel¬ 

ing tin libouuis Inn il mu not In m 1946 But it is bound to he there m i 
few v i us turn sunt tin \ miiliol ill the \ofis mil these gentlemen, int luding 
nnsdf, who in Inn will Inn I i sidi with 1'bonus m ho lotnnuml majority 
,1 n>(is md m lull m i tin i I.. Inns m u. mil It m to 11 pi i si nt then views in 
ill. Lcgisl ttnu. hi it 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangai (M uli u itd<d llistn. is md Clnttoor 
\on Muh mini ul m limn) Out niniiillun in with Hum 

( \t this sl igt Mis-. M mibi n h n i nisi m la , si d ) 

Mr Deputy President Dun. (hi lluiiiuii dip Mimim Mini to in tkt no 
pi ismi il e\pl in illnn ol hi imisi du h is il. > light In pill. 

Miss Mamben Kara I'h. lloiio uibh Mi min i hits just nli m d to tin Hula il 

I). mix i ilic J* nt\ mil I mis isht d i 11 M mi sir i ght <|ifi stinn 

Mr Deputy President I In linnnm il>h Mi mini is not mlitlid to iepl\ 
unless time is i pi isonil i vpl in illnii 

Miss Mamben Kara \ p i.un il . .]>i m iiuni 1 w is u It md t>> is i Munbi • 

ol tin Kidnil Dunn i tin I' nf\ Hi i uisc | mi i mi mini ol tint pirt' , I 

must cougiil ul d< (In Mi min i mIio li is just spoken 

Mr Deputy Piesident I li it is >w>1 i pusnii il i \pl hi iimn Oulu nidi i 
l)i AmbidUtr 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar -sn I b iu lisp md to tlic speu h which 

l In Movu midi m si ippm t of Ins lint nduit ill md u tli it spieib w is the only 

sptich m suppi a t of dii mu mlm nt I nil nidi would Inu it s'sti il tlu amc ml 
ment, In i mse, so In is 1 w is ilili in In u I in Honoiu ihh the inovci ot this 
imuidincnt sod tii tl tin h isnn w m In hid in mil Ins iinindnnnt was because 
I had not i\plum*d m m\ spi, h wlntliu 111 (lovummnt ot Jndu, before 
putting ioitli tins Dill, lutl i on-mitt d tlu ditTuint l’ntus to this me isure 1 
icitunli I ulul to so so but t .lion.In tbd iln Iloiioiuahlc Mi mhers of this 
1 Tuusi mui im in oi llu Iiu lint Im tin I isl si vei il u 11 s tluii his been m 
i xisti in i m instil iitinii i illt <1 tin I, il,. m ( null ii mi m Inch im ets uinuails and 
w im h Inis i St nidmg t omnnt li i ulmli mills ou\ quirt ir It consists of the 
n ]in-uit Urn s ol I dunii, tlu i tin i uit diM s of uuploycrs md tlu ripresenfa 
tives ul tlu I’luuiK id (limiiutii ihs Iln (nouiimi lit of ludi i m so tar as it is 
possible, loi it to do so, duns put until thin lurislitm rm ismes before the 
toiiliriTiu in oi ill i to isiulnn i In opinion of tin difkitnt 1’irties to those 
nu isnie. Hit sum Sn li is men tin i isi uith n „ ird to this particular 

im isme 1 iiiii no p mu nl n inlotm idon with nn hum is to hou many times 

llns lmasuu had inim* Inlnii tin St mdmg Dahom ('mnniittci oi (he Labour 
( oiifereini Inn J li i\i mil (In s)u,hti s( douhl m trn limnl th i( (his measure was 
nisi nssed Dm nib ui in mu ol tin tun IkiiI.is (I fmgit nlnili) Wo hid come to 
know thM the i oft on milluwium bid urtiin diffn nltii s md cirtam objections 
md it Mis to unit tliui jiuiiiI ol vu u lli it i nu'ttuikn miendmcnl was made 
Having rigitd to (hit I do not think tint tli k> is m\ substance in the point 
math by tho mou i <>t tlu- unuidiiu lit As | sud if tbit, w is the ground and 
th ' -olo ground, 1 Mould line insisted, hut, Sir the deb ite as it developed has 
taken i vers unions I inn 

Prof N Gf Ranga ((uinim turn \tllui< \ in Muluninndm Rural) A vefv 
mi Itome turn 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar It is piohihK i welcome turn I have 
noth ed from tin speeches tin I hivi bun nude fioru different parts of the 
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House that then is turn i uvular t ompelition in lovi Im 1 ilium One section 
savs one tiling and itiotlii > raises it is though d was in inction In miking a 
Ingliei bid and a tlmd one still /urllici 

An Honourable Member You i m hid'lFghi 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar In dl < In s« di uab s I am latbu im 
li ipp\ (ha( (la re were pi isons m tin Hoiim who win nu mix is of (he Ttoval 
Commission and who ought to h u< I tkm i |x i on < in t< i> si in su ing that thi 
an null's wliuh Him had n < onnnc n<h d win n I he. v win nu lulu is of the 
< ommissioii win put loilli, if not fiom On (ion mini nt sidi it Jeisl fiom (Ik 
non official suit diould (uni im insult out old n pnsi n( (hil I w is a Tin \ of 
lotus I do not ai ci pt that iliii-i bill 1 • ]<> till (Inf n KiuciSsaiv that this 
Hill should go lo Sell i ( Oominitlu so (Ini ill (In sjfilimints that liavi bun 
made the iliims (ha( hue him pul loilh mil tin \ n u points lint hut him 
ingul should hi put to the test ot u (ml nilmg m onh i In si whitllci the send 
triads that h m hem ixpu ssi d <u( mm smltim nts m ih il the \ in uni (on vie 

lions If I did not do so it k opm to 1 lit itiunliin ol the Opposition side to 

sn tint is I w is a Tim and do not w ml to idvuiii (Ik Hill Ik wiiul (he limits 

(hit hiu in ( n fixed Hi it 1 on tlnf I. muni sl.iiki d linplmg (his molion I 

tin rrfori no pi the motion 

( \t llus si lire siienl Honoinalili Mminu- mi m tin li sr its i 

Dewan Chaman Lall Sit nobody aunsed the Honounblc TMuribn ol bemg 
i lor\ of Toms 

Sri M AnantUasayanam Ayyangar Su 1 iis t to point of oidn Then 
is no ilosiin motion Tills motion Ins to In i ill i d llus is i Hill and there 

s no turn limit 'linn in nn ntbi i ol iIn Ifnw \ I. i m not members of 

tin S in t ( ommittci ind foi thu nnltii I on not m i'p Sell ct Oommittei 
mil I would hki to i \piess mi uois so Mid in tin Si li i t ( ominittee thei 
migld t du mi I’ews into < onsidi i itum 

Mr Deputy President Tin oiduiau piumlmi is lhaf tin Honourable 
Memhci in i liaigt makes his motion thin I In delate lakes pine and then 
(In lloiicni) dih Miinbei nnki s his n pli I. 1 (lie Honomablc \fimhci (Prof 
N (I II mg i) had caught the cu ol tin i han it would hive been all light 

but 1 imdii stood tint tin Ilonoiuable Menthol in l haigs of the Bill wanted 

to git up simply to s i \ i llTi tiiiM of tin llousi is In wis ii i opting the pro 
position and if he h eepls the pmposilmn then is no opposition There seem- 
lo be no niitssifi foi making fmlhii spi ei lu s m siippoil of (hi irnendintid 
riim m only two issues hi foie llu House Oik is thi min proposition tint 
it mu In I du n into lonsidot itimi did (hi otbei is tint llu Hill be refeirod to 
i fca li 1 1 (ominittee If tin >thi 1 s <|< uopts this il means tint the TTonom 
i bit Mi mb i mil hue mon oppoilumu lo speak ill'i tin Hill icliuns from 
(be v >elei I I'onimiktu t mi sfriul hi Ins lost his ihanre 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar On i .. I ol ordn ‘•hi Is f( opm i„ 

m lTonuut ihh Mi min i to opposi thi motion ' On oMh > point a'so T wou’d 

l iist so th.it viai might g>\< min i idling I itoi Bln 1 I un submdf ng >s that 

is soon is I propose m .inundnii nt and ill Hoiiom tide Member lo i ut shut 

ill speeches gels up md stis ‘T u > ept m m lo Ik dumb 0 

Mr Deputy President \o 

Sjt N V Gadgil Sir m.n t bung to \uiu uotui that it w not meiiK i 

(jut lion of the acceptuiii of tin miendment b\ the Honourable Membu F 11 

i matter like this there up i pi tun Ui w poods on w hii h (he House ought to 

piovidt some gott of duet tins to tin in inhiis of tin Selei t Comnntln Tin 

only point that was disiussed is f n is I unde.stood w is the shortening of limn s 
of woik But then ire othei points winch it is just poss b!e tint other mem 
bors mav make in (lie ionise of fin the d'Si ussioil if rllowod Tn ismuch as 
there is plenty of time left I lespictfully submit (hat the ('han should above a 
few speakers who have leallv some contribution to mike to this debate 
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Mr. P. J. Griffiths (Assam European) Mr Deputy President, may I make 
a submission I have no personal interest in this matter but 1 would submit that 
the Honourable Dr Ambedkar merely spoke early for the convenience of the 
House and it should not act as a bar an the rights of other members to discuss 
the sublet fully 

Diwan Oh Oman Lall Nor does it take away the right of my Honourable 
friend, the Labour Member, to have the last word, when the debate is closing 
He wilUtillW the last word after the debate has taken place 

Mr <pMSwent I thought that this may be acceptable to the Mover and then 
it will stop further debate But the House does not seem to have accepted that 
view and I therefore call upon Prof N G Rang a 

Prof N. G. Ranga: Sir, my Honourable friend, Dr Ambedkar, seems to be 
developing a knack to bring things from sublime heights to the ridiculous I 
think he should be hist person to welcome the kind of development that he 
finds m this new Legislative Assembly that one paity should compete with an¬ 
other to serve the working classes of this country Instead of that he seems to 
he rather unhappy that other piople aie stealing away his clothes and are able to 
adorn themselves iu much better clothes than he has been ab'e to put m tho 
market 

He suys that it is not a ladical munsuie My Honourable friend Diwan 
Chaman Lall has already told v on that it is not at all a radical measure He has 
given you an indication that he would try not only on his own behalf but also on 
behalf of his colleagues to convince the Select Committee rather than th s house 
about the advisability of leduomp the maximum number of hours of work fiom 
48 as it is proposed to even 40 My Honourable friend Di Vinbedkut taunts us 
by saying ‘ We me going to see wlut vou people are going to do in the Sold t 
Committee ” That is not the light wav to approach th’s ptoblem That is 
not even helpful to workers If an Honomable Member gets up m th House 
and speaks on behalf of his own paity and offers to do one better than the 
Honourable Member repiesentmg Government, it is the dutv of my HouomabU 
friend to welcome that speech and not to make it as a sort of point for challeng* 
and taunt us 

There are veiy many unfriendly uitics of m y Honourab e friend Dr 
Ambedkar—I dare sav he knows it already—who go about sav ng that ho s 
only trying to take time b\ foielock ind gun a’l the credit of having mt oduced 
this tinkering legislation tnd that linkenng legislation, so that later on another 
admimsfration that may be coming may not be able to do vciy much Of course 
lie ought not to give much weight to it That is no leason why lie should do the 
same thing with regatd to oui attitude towards labour Let me assure him that 
he is not the only man interested m labour It is also the Indian National 
Congress, and now we find the Muslim League also is reach to associate itse'f 
in that cause The Indian Notional Congress and the Muslim 1 eague aie making 
their approaches to the masses with a view to gam their confidence and gain 
their love Is it not a welcome featme? There was an earlier Legislative 
Assembly of which both Dr Ambedkai and myself were numbers 

Tee Honourable Dr B, R Ambedkar: I was never a member 

Prof N G Ranga* Well, Sir he ought to know as I knew What sort of 
Assembly was it and what attitude was displayed towards labour This is a 
new Assembly It is a representative of the masses and it wishes to play its 
part as the champion of the masses We ought all to congratulate ourse’ves upon 
this new development in the atmosphere of this Legislat.ve Assembly because 
this Assembly today has got the courage from everv section of the House to show 
its anxiety to support labour and its anxiety to support peasants There has 
come about a great change in the political atmosphere The Congress stands for 
Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj not only for workers but for peasants also It stands 
not only for these two classes but for all the intellectual labour in the country 
Standing as we do for Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj we do not need The advice from 
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my fnend Dr Ambedkar to try to do our duty We are here to do our duty and 
we shall certainly welcome his co-operataon 

I have been responsible to some extent in gi easing this question to be sent 
to the Select Committee There are very many reasons why I do so One of 
them I shall detail just now Dr Ambedkar continues to make the distinction be¬ 
tween seasonal workers and perennial workers, workers in seasonal factories and 
those m perennial factories, and perpetuates the present mequitous difference m 
the maximum number of hours that are allowed to be put m by these workers 
Just as the Honourable Member is anxious that there should be uniformity be¬ 
tween these two classes of people m regard to payment for overtime, so also we 
are anxious that there must be uniformity between these two casses in the 
maximum, number of hours that can be extracted by employers, whether they 
be pnvate capitalists or whether they be the Government and whether the 
workers be seasonal workers or perennial workers If it is bad for workers in 
perennial factories to be made to work for 54 hours a week, certainly it must be 
equally bad for workers in seasonal factories also to be made to work for 64 hours 
a week If be is so very keen—and he is rightly so—to reduce the maximum 
number of hours to 48 for perennial workers, then it is equally right for ug to 
claim that the maximum number of hours for seasonal workers should also be 
reduced to 48 This is not a radical measure that I am suggesting It ig a 
very sensible thing and it ought to be introduced now Will it be possible for 
me to move these amendments on the floor of this House if we were to come to 
the second reading stage straightaway aud to the consideraton stage? It is 
on this and various other considerations that we were anxious that this measure 
should be seat to the Select Committee 

The Honourable Membei made an exception in regard to the speech of Mr 
Iteddmr Well, if I were in his posit on I would have congratulated Mr Reddiar 
for having got up to support his measure He is a new Member We do not 
know what the politics of new Members is And a new Member gets up here 
and simply says ‘I wish to be educated in regard to th's matter" The Honour¬ 
able Membei in charge of the Department has not educated anyone properly 
He has not given me any indication as to the way in which public opinion i> 
moving in this country Now he gets up and says ‘So many Committees have 
considered it, the Labour Conference has considered it’ and why I am saymg 
this now and why 1 did not say so then He is there a Member of the Go\em¬ 
inent of India He would not take the trouble to eduo&fe the House and yet 
he taunts us m a contemptuous manner and in a professorial maimer “You have 
only advanced th s, I would not have considered your motion if I had known 
that it was only for the reasons that you have advanced’’ This soit of super¬ 
cilious attitude which my Honourable friend is assuming towards the House I 
very much depreoate The sooner he tries to develop a healthy sense of respect 
as well as consideration for his colleagues in the House the better it will be for 
him as well as the Government I support the motion for the Select Committee 

Hr S- O-uruswaml (Nominated' Non-Official) I nse to support the motion 
for amendment that has beep moved in view of the various expressions that 
have fallen from the previous speakers I welcome this Bill because of the 
statement which the Government of India have made that thdy consider that a 
54 hour week is indefensible f have given notice of my intention to move a non- 
official Bill, reducing the working hours op the railways and m the mines, and 
| hope I will have the co-oppratiop of the Honourable Member in supporting 
it as an official measure, so that what he says, namely, that this measure for 
reducing forking hours is urgent, may also be tealize4 in speeding up the passage 
of the Bill pf which I have given, notice I dq not w$nfc to get Into the defalls 
of the controversy whether thfc should go to a Select Committee or not tor the 
sbjante reason that both the mover of the Bill and the mover of the amend* * 
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| Mr S Guru8wami] 
is 42 The All-India Railwaymen's Federation has appealed to the Railway 
Administrations and to the Government of Tndia to introduce 42 hour week 
in this country as a method of avoiding unemployment in this country 

Then, Sir, there are certain important principles which are implied in this 
Bill which are not veiy explicit The question of spread-over has not been 
properly dealt with m this Bill Even if you agree to 42 hour week or six-hour 
day, the whole scheme can be sabotaged by getting exemptions under spread- 
over If you spread over a six-hour working period over fifteen-hours in a day 
six-hour working day will only remain as such on the statute book but there 
will be no benefit to the workers for whom the legislation will be intended 

There is another principle which I should like to emphasise in connection 
with this Bill Night work is a work that is detnmental to the life of the 
workers It should be discouraged by statutory methods by increasing the pay 
ment for night work ]ust as they do for overtime and by limiting the night work 
that can be extracted There is no legislation preventing workers on the rail¬ 
ways from doing work during the night except in factories or, for the matter 
of that, m mines But whatever it is let me tell for the information of this 
House that as a result of strong agitation, in which I took part, in French 
India In 1937 the French Government went ahead of the British Government 
They legislated for an eight-hour day in 1937 They stipulated that night work 
should be prohibited for women workers They stipulated that payment for 
night work should be made at double the rates that are given for day work 
These details can be gone into the Select Committee, and I do hope that when 
the Report emerges out of the Select Committee a Bill acceptable to all sections 
of the House, a Bill which will be supported by all sections of the House 
will emerge, and that we will have without any delay a new Bill which would 
regulate the working hours not only m the factories but in other industries 
With these words. Sir, I again reiterate my support to this Bill 

Sjt. N. V. Oadgil' I did not like to participate m this discussion I 
thought that the amendment moved by the Congress Party would be welcomed 
by the Honourable Member in charge of the Department But the way m 
which he expressed his willingness to accept it has created some 

PU sort of trouble He knows—at any rate he ought to know—that 
the Congress Party stands for a square deal to the worker If he only cares 
to read the Congress manifesto, which Congress has published for the purpose 
of the general election, he will find that the view point which has been pressed 
here today is exactly the view point that has been incorporated m that manifesto 
But I should also like to remind him that m the course of the last ten years— f 
for some years I was also here—whenever there was any occasion to put m 
some word for the down-trodden labour, the Congress Party has taken the same 
attitude which it has taken today If he were to refer to the relevant proceedings 
of this Assembly he will find that every time we tried to reduce the hours of 
work, it was this Government that under one pretext or the other declined to 
do it I am glad that now m this Government there is at least one man lik» 
the present Membermy esteemed fnend m private life—who can be radical 
My only regret today is that he is not sufficiently radical From the figures ha 
has given, it is obvious that he is only regularising what is the sfcifus quo. 
what is the actual state of affairs Radicalism, as I understand, is something 
which goes ahead of the present state of affairs If according to his figure most 
of the factories or, at any rate, quite a decent proportion of them are actually 
having a 48 hours week, there Is no great eredit for him He should be one 
with us when we demand that the measure should be more radicalised in the 
course of the Select Committee’s discussion I should state that we should 
go to that length where the optimum length of the working day should be 
discovered with a view to having the maximum output per worker That it 
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the limit That ib not a problem which we can solve by mere discussion here 
Mv honourable friend will certainly agree that it is a problem which requires 
serious consideration, a good deal of statistical research, but I do hope he will 
help us in the select committee, and if we find that a forty-hour week is the 
optimum length he should be with us, no matter what the capitalists in this 
country may say I know taat it has been often argued that if there are less 
hours of work production will be adversely affected But as a result of the 
Factory Act of 1922 the experience has been that output has increased and 
efficiency has improved If that is the experience, why should we believe that 
something else will happen if we lower the hours of work frc*i 48 to less? In 
other countrns you will find that this 40 hour week has been accepted This 
convention of 48 hours was passed by the International Labour Conference in 
1919—almost ages ago “Since that year, however working classes in manv 
countries have set before them the goal of a 40 hour week as part of their further 
programme of reform The Socialist Government under Blum in France pro 
vided for the enforcement of the 40 hour week, by a Decree in 1936 The Labour 
Government m New Zealand also passed an Act in 1936 which provided a 40 hour 
week for woikers in factories, and a 44 hour week for those m shops In 
U 8 A , the Fair Labour Standards Act, 1988, established as the goal a 40 
hour week which was to be attained by gradual stages in the course of 3 years.”' 

So I see nothing to prevent us from going to that length I, therefore, 
respectfully submit that it is not in a 6pmt of auction that we are bidding 
only to gain votes I assure Dr Ambedkar that the voters outside will not 
be influenced by what we say here They know they have full trust m the one 
organisation, ntimelv, the Indian National Congress It he has not learned 
by this time h uv much confidence the people have m this Party it is time 
that he learnt it I do not want to say anything further, but I do hope that 
he will be helpful in his attitude m the discussions in the Select Committee 

Sri T. V. Satakopachari (Tanjore cum Tnchinopoly, Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Sir, I wish to sav a few words of < -u J gestion to the Select Committee 
1 also welcome the Bill In the first instance I also hesitated whether it would 
be to the interests of labour to refei the Bill back to a Committee for the simple 
reason that I have been associating references to select committee or circulation 


for eliciting public opinion with the familiar idea of shelving legislation, or at 
least delaying it as far &i possible That is why I hesitated about it Even 
now, I do not know whether a reference to select committee means a reference 
which is restricted In the sense in which we m "the courts of law are familiar 
where a reference is made to a full bench on a particular proposition and the 
full bench meets and says a particular opinion, but it does not go further I 
a*n afraid reference to a select committee is going to be such a restricted affair 
that it will not be very helpful at all If the reference is going to be only 
with regard to the subject* which the Bill has dealt with, then I am afraid it 
will be necessary for some more Bills to be brought into this House and get 
them passed That would not be conducive at all to a regular understanding of 
the labour problem or of dealing with it It will multiply piecemeal legislation 
If I am informed aright, I think the select committee can go further than the 
subjects which are indicated by the present Bill That is, not only shorter 
hours of work, not only spreading over and other questions, but also about 
consolidating aud giving us a labour legislation which is comprehensive and 
whichdeals with several aspects which are absolutely necessary for a modem 
country I find that we have devoted more attent-on to dead machinery than 
to living machinery till now I repeat the words of the first socialist, Robert 
Owen when 1 say that I would say that the Indian labour problem is not an 
isolated problem, but a problem which is part of the universal problem, and so rf 
we lag centimes behind the world m modem concepts or In social security laws or 
labour legislation, we are bound to be left stranded politically, economically 
s<* iial b' I would like that that is avoided From the history of labour 
legislation in India I find, starting from the last quarter of the last century 
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we have been making very slight progiess, if it cau be called progress at all 
1 find that at some time we thought that a person of 14 years of age was an 
adult, fit to be m mines and fit to be m factories, women were protected only 
by very recent laws, even now we find that on excuses or pretexts of war and 
emeigency, women labour is impressed into service That condition should 
not exist 1 visualise there will be an increase m industry in the post-war 
period, and my Honourable friend the learned doctor envisages unemployment 
Putting both together I should think that it would be well solved by a compre 
hensive legislajuoff, not only in regard to the hours of woik but also in regard 
to mobility of labom and standardisation of wages as far as possible, not only 
in industries but also in agriculture and m other allied activities of this country 

Sn, there is one thing which I wanted to mention if the Select Committee 
will think that it is worth while considering Factory Inspectors in England 
and. were complimented even by Karl Marx for their independence and integrity 
and foi their great work in helping the labour of the country but in our country 
f am afraid it is not so So, I would suggest to the Select Committee, if it is 
at all possible to make the law more stringent m regard to the inspection of 
factoiies, more stringent in legard to the hehiviour of factory inspectors and 
other 1 who are placed to supervise these things Then Sir, I am also viewing 
with gre.it apprehension the handing over of power to Local Governments to 
exempt from the operation of these laws certain cases and extend the hours 
whenever and wherever thev feel it necessary T believe a strong measure denv 
ing surh rights to anvbodv would be much better Then generally I woidd sas 
that mole education d facilities should be given to the children of the labourers 
fret lies should be started and greater matermtv benefits should be given 
There aie social security plans and schemes m other countries There is the 
Bever-dge plan m England and theio is the Philadelphia charter of last year 
in the USA T would suggest with all respect that the Select Committee 
niicht dinct its attention to mini of these things and if possible enlarge the 
scope of the Bill, nnpiovo it and do whatever is possible under the rather 
restricted reference to them 


Mr Deputy President* The Honourable Member should make remarks 

which are relevant to the motion undo discussion Tie should rot enlarge th j 
scope of the Bill 


Sri T V Satakopachan; That is why I premised by saying that probably 

the leference may not he very useful 

Sri R. Venkatasubba Beddlar: To the names I have already submitted 
m legaid to the Select Committee, 7 want to add two more names—Sri T A 
Ramnling un Chettiu and Rai Bahadur Bhattaeharyya 

The Honourable Dr. B. R Ambedkar: I accept them 
Mr Deputy President. The question is 


“That the Bill he leferred to a Select Committee* consisting of the Honouiable Sir Asoka 
Roy the Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar, Prof N G Ranga, Sjt N V Gadgil Mr 
Vadilal I allubhai, Diwan Chaman Lall, Pandit Balknshna Sharma, Mr Muhammad Nauman 
Mr Muhammad M Killedar, Sir Hasan Suhrawardy, Mr S C Joshi Mr A C Inskip’ 
Miss Mam ben Kara, Mr S Guruswami, Chaudhry Sn Chand, Sn T A Ramalingam 
Chcttnr, Rai Bahadur D M Bhattaeharyya, and the Mover, with instructions to report 
On oi before th« 7th March, 1946, and that the number of members whose presence shall 
be rec^ssarv to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five ” 

The motion was adopted 


The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 22nd 
Febiunry, 1946 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clock Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mav.vlankar), in the 
Chair 


DISPENSING WITH QUESTION HOUR 
Mr M Asal All (Delhi General) Sir, there is a general sense of agreement 
in the House that on the next four davs when we shall have the Railway 
Demands the question hour should bo suspended This has been the practice in 
the past not only m connection with the Railway demands but also the General 
Budget Demands So if there is no objection from anv side of the House I 
would request you to suspend the question hour 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon (Sind Muhammadan Rural) What happens to 
short notice questions 9 

Mr M Asal All* They stand m a different category 

Mr President The request that has been made is onl\ with regard to the 
oulmai v questions Short notice questions are taken after those are finished 
Seth Yuauf Abdoola Haroon Are the>»e questions which are fixed for these 
foui da^ to be held over till next week 9 

Mr President They will be tieated like unstarred questions and answers 
and printed iu the proceedings But I should like to know if Honourable 
Members who have put down questions are agreeable to this, in which case I 
can suspend the question born 

Several Honourable Members Yes, Sir 

Mr President Then we will dispense with the question hour 

bTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS) 

Written Answers 
Coal Production before and after War 
435 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies please state the production of coal in India before the war and 
in subsequent years’ 

(b) What steps did Government take to increase this production 9 

(c) How much of the machinery promised by the Hydari Mission for the 
increased production of tonl has arrived, and what effect did such machinery 
h.lve on production generally? 

(d) What were the scales of wages of coal miners before the war, during 
the war and at present? 

(e) What was the price of coal at pit’s mouth before the war, during the 
war and at present? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) A statement showing the coal produc 
tion in India for each year from 1938 to 1945 is laid on the table 

(b) The main measures taken by Government to improve coal production 

were 

(1) Financial u.tl u r.nents to Colliery Owners —These included (l) EI’I - 
free bonuses on increased production over targets fixed for each colliery 
(u) bonuses on total output, (m) loans for capital expenditure, (iv) accelerated 
depreciation allowance at 50 per cent on the wntten-down value of specified coal 
mining machinery 

(2) Provision and siabil.salion of colliery labour —This includes (i) the provi 
sior of labour from Gorakhpur, both m qua ties and underground, (n) restrictions 

TThe question hour for the day havng been dispensed with, the answers were 

table of the House— Ed. of D 


laid on the 
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on the employment of miners on other work, and (ni) welfare measures, eg, 
provision of consumer goods and food grains at concessional prices, and the grant 
of bonuses to miners based on attendance 

(3) Operation of collunes by Government —This includes 0) the organisation 
of Open Gut Goal Mining, (h) increased production fiom railway collieries, (m) 
the working of certain market collieries under Government control 

(4; As*,stance to colhery owners in the procurement of machinery from 
abroad —Bulk indents were placed by Government on the U K m 1944 and on 
USA for the supply of urgently required mining equipment, in advance of 
trade orders, procurement and distribution being arranged by the Coal Commis¬ 
sioner’s Organisation according to priority requirements of the collieries 

(c) The Honourable Member piobably refers to the bulk indents placed by 
the Coal Commissioner on U K in 1944, which were subsequently progressed 
by the Hydari Mission Most of the machinery ordered under these indents 
has armed and is now in use It is not possible to assess the exact effect on 
raismgs attributable to this machinerv m particular, but total raisings in 1945 
were 2 6 million tons more than those of 1944, and 3«2 million tons more than 
those of 1943 

(d) and (e) Statements giving the necessary information are laid on the 
table 


Year 

1638 

1639 
1840 
1641 
1842 

1943 

1944 
1940 


STATEMENT IN REPLY TO PART (a) 

Total Coal Production in India 
(Tons) 

. 28,342,806 

27,769,112 
29,388,494 
29,463,742 
29,433,263 
25,611,909 
26,124,165 
28,748,678 


STATEMENT IN REPLY TO PART (d) 
Average daily earnings—Jharia Coalfield 


Year 

| Underground 

| Open Workings 


Minesa 

Loaders 

Miners 

| Loaders 


Rs 

A 

P 

Rs 

A 

P 

Rs 

A 

P 

Rs 

A 

P 

1936 

0 

7 

6 

0 

6 

3 

0 

8 

0 

0 

7 

3 

1937 

0 

9 

3 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8 

6 

0 

e 

9 

19r8 

0 

9 

6 

0 

8 

3 

0 

8 

9 

0 

7 

0 

1639 

0 

9 

9 

0 

8 

9 

0 

9 

0 

0 

7 

3 

1940 

0 

9 

6 

0 

8 

6 

0 

9 

9 

0 

6 

6 

1941 

0 10 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

9 

3 

0 

8 

0 

1942 

0 11 

0 

0 10 

0 

0 

10 

9 

0 

8 

6 

1943 

0 13 

9 

0 12 

9 

0 

13 

6 

0 

12 

0 

1944 

1 

1 

6 

1 

0 

6 

1 

2 

3 

1 

0 

3 

1945 

1 

1 

6 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

1 

0 

3 
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STATEMENT IN REPLY TO PART (E) 

Price per ton of Coal at Pithead 



Disposal op American Surpluses 


436 *Mr Mami Subedar. (a) Did the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies ask foi the surp'us of American goods m India, or did the U S A 
Government make this offer? 

(b) Who initiated these, negotiations, and what was the object? 

What was the amount involved? 

(d) By what methods are these goods to be disposed off? 

(e) Do Government propose to circulate to the Indian Chamber of Com¬ 
merce the list of the materials available so as to enable producers and 
manufacturers in India to avail themselves of such equipment as may be useful 
to* them > 

(f) V\ hat is the organization for the disposal set up h\ the Government of 
India, and what will be its general po'icy 9 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) and (b) Xo Sir, the United States 
Government, tlnough their Deputy Foreign Liquidation Commissioner, made the 
offei The objects were 

(1) to enable the Government ol India to exercise svstematic control over the 
distnbution and sale of all surplus articles located in India of whatever origin, 

(2) to enable both Governments to fuithci the joint aim of njakmg the 
suiplus serve the genernl welfare cf India, 

H) to nccelerate the evacuation of U S troops 

(c) The value of the surpluses has not \et been determined 

(d) Goods will be sold m iccoidance with the policy described in (f) belovv, 
eithei bv transfer to Dppaitments of Governments and States or bv sale by 
' uction advertised tender limited tender, or bv negotiation 

(e) Yes 

(f) The Directorate General of Disposals will deal with all surplus property 
located in India of whatever origin The main principles of disposals policy are 

(i) To release stocks at a rate which, while fast enough to get the goods into 
the hands of consumers where they are most needed, will not cause the internal 
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market to be so flooded that there aie adverse effects oil internal economy or 
production, 

(n) to ensure that the goods are sol^l to the ultimate consumer at prices which 
aie reasonable in comparison with cuirent prices of similar articles, and to 
prevent an unnecessaiy uumbei of uiteimediaries or profiteeiing by middlemen, 

(m) as far as possible, to use the normal tlade channels for distribution, with 
a view to ensure that the usual traders 01 manulactuieis as well as the ultimate 
consumers m different paits ot the country get their fair sliaie of the quantities 
available, and 

(iv) to consider the requirements of the Government of India, the Provincial 
Governments, and ot States for their own use before releasing goods to the civil 
market 

High Prices of Cement 

437 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) What steps have been takeii by the Honour 
able Member foi ludustues aud Supplies to release cement for civilian purposes ’ 

(by What was the puce of cement before the wax, during the war and at 
pteseut? 

(c) is it a tact that cement puces in India aie fixed by the ACC and 
Dalmia Gioup and are in the nature of a monopoly ; if so, what steps have 
Government taken to increase the supply and to bring down the monopolistic 
prices which are xigged up against the consumer? 

(d) Are Government aware that, while the cement puces aie high, building 
opeiatiois cannot stait and a 'arge number ot men expected to be employed 
on such operations cannot hud employment 9 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) Since the last tew months, appioxi 
mutely 90 pei cent ot the entile output ot cement his betn mule available lor 
mil use, ol uhii.li lathei moie than hall is toi the public, and the lest is tor 
Civil Government puipuses 

(b; The average puce ot cement in 1937 was, 11s 40 at Bombay Madias anu 
kaiaeln, 1^ 43 at Caleutta, lls 47 8-0 at Delhi, Cawnpoie and Coimbatoie and 
Us 38 8 0 at Lahoie Just before the Wax the price ranged fiom lls 2b to 
lls 47 1 lie pnee ot civil cement was first controlled in Maxell, 1941 at Us 70 

pei ton t o l am destination Subsequently the puce was revised to lls 08-12-0 
horn 1st Dccembei 1944, and to Rs 63-12 0 from 1st Novembei, 1945 

(.< ) No Six Since March, 1944, civil cement puces have been contiolled by 
Government 

(d) There has been a genetal rise in the cost of building materials and the 
rise in the <^ost ot cement does not comp ire unfavourably with the nse m costs ot 
othei materials 

. Supply of Cement to Civilians 

438 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies please state the total amount of cement produced in India befoie 
the war, dunng the war and at present 9 

(b) Is it a fact that the supplv of cement foi the civil population was 
heavily curtailed during the war period and continues to be curtailed even now? 

(c) Is it a fact that even now military requirements consume a consider¬ 
able poition of the output 9 If so, for what purposes are mi'itary buildings 
still continued to be built 9 

(d) How much stock of cement do the cement companies carry, and how 
nuch unused stock have Government got 9 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) In 1935, roundly 0 8 million tons, m 
1930 1 5 million tons, in 1045, 21 million tons 

(b) The answer to the first part is that civil supplies were heavily curtailed 
from the middle of 1042 m the mtexests of military requirements The answer to 
the second part is that since the last few months military requirements have 
gieatly declined, and are about the pre war level 

(c) No, Sir Military requirements are consuming approximately ten per 
cent of the output The second part of the question does not arise 
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(d) About 90,000 tons, or roughly two weeks production are carried by the 
cement Companies Accurate mtoimation as to the stocks held by Government 
Depai tinents is not available but the quantity is not be believed to be large 

Production and Import op Paper 

439 *Mr. Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies please state the total production of paper m India before the war, 
and how much is the production now? 

(b) What was the total import of paper before the war? 

(c) How much has been the import of paper during the last twelve months 
for which figures are available 9 

(d) What was the price of paper before the war, and what is the price of 
paper now, both for Indian production and for the imported article of like 
nature ? 

(e) What special measures are Government taking to improve the produc 
tion of paper in India and the supply from overseas? 

(f) What special measures are Government taking to supplv coal, transport 
for moving the raw material and the finished article, and generally to ease the 
paper situation m India 9 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) to (c) I lav on the table a statement 
giving the required information in respect of the production and imports of paper 
other than newsprint 

(d) A statement showing the puces of certain broad categories of indigenous 
and of imported paper immediately before the v.ai and at present is laid on the 
table of the House The qualities of indigenous and imported paper differ, and 
the categories are not fully comparable Reliable statistics of pre-wir prices of 
paper whether imported or indigenous aie not available, and the figures given are 
approximate The present controlled prices of indigenous and imported papers 
are given in the schedules appended to the Paper Price Control Order 1945 and 
the Taper (Parts ot Imported Paper) Contiol Order 1944, copies of which are 
available in the Library 

(e) A Paper Production Commissioner was appointed, m November, 1942 
He w is replaced in Apnl, 1944 by the Establishment of a Paper Directorate for 
promoting production as well as obtaining better supplies from abroad The 
Directomte has assisted Paper Mills in securing raw materials and chemicals, m 
the import of essential maintenance parts of machinery, and of pulp and other 
raw materials, in the distribution of supplies of coal, in zoning raw materials and 
securing transport priorities and with technical advice Under the Paper 
Control (Production) Order issued in August, 1944, the production of paper by 
Indian Paper mills has been restricted to certain specified varieties so as to secure 
the maximum output All these steps have resulted in increasing the production 
of paper, excluding strawboards and mill hoards from 54,000 tons in the 3 years 
preceding the War to 108,000 tons in 1945 India is now almost self-sufficient 
in strawboards and mill boards 

Side bv side with expansion of indigenous production, Government 
endeavoured to obtain larger imports of paper from abroad The Director of 
Paper was sent to the USA, Canada and U K in the summer of 1945 to 
endeavour to secure shipments of paper required by Government and by civilian 
consumers against pending indenis and orders on the USA Through his 
efforts Government were successful in obtaining an allocation of paper from 
Scandinavia for supply m the months ending June, 1946 

(f) The allocation of coal to the paper industry is reviewed every month The 
allocation has risen from 30,000 tons a month m January, 1944 to 38,000 tons a 
month in January 1946 The coal supplies are distributed to all units in propor 
tion to their requirements Every effort is made to provide transport facilities 
for moving essential raw materials to Mills In order to avoid cross-haulage and 
wasteful use of transport, a movement and allocation programme of paper from 
the Mills to different Provinces and areas is drawn up every quarter and high 
priority in despatch has been allotted to paper 
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Statement showing the pre war and present production and imports of paper other than newsprint 


1 

Annual Pro 
duotion of 
paper on the 
basis of the 
figures of the 
three pre war 
years 1936 37 
to 1933 39 

2 

Production 
during the 
year 1946 

3 

Annual average 
imports of 
paper on the 
basis of the 
figures of the 
three pre war 
years 1930 37 
to 1918 39 

4 

Imports during 
the year 
1945* 

5 

(1) Paper other than 

Kraft and Board, 

Tons 

53,600 

Tons 

84,250 

37,300 

21,900 





(2) Kraft 

Nil 

9,550 

10,300 

250 

(3) Boards other than 1 

200 

14,200 

11,900 

3,870 

strawboards, j 





(4) Strawboards 

Nil 

10,100 

15,300 

negligible 

Total 

53,800 

124,100 

75,300 

*26,020 


* These imports wore on commercial account. In addition, a quantity of about 3,000 
tong was imported during the year 1945 on behalf of the Department of Industries and Civil 
Supplies for non Government Civilian consumption. 


Statement showing the pre war and present prices of paper both indigenous and imported 



1 

Pre War Pnoes per lb 

1938 39 1 

Present Controlled price 

8, No, 

Description 

Indigenous 

paper 

Imported 

paper 

Indigen oub 
paper 

Imported 

papor 



Rs a p 

Rs a p 

k . a 

R« . r 

1 

2 

Bleaohed Printing Paper 

Bleached Writing Paper 

0 3 4 
to 

0 3 9 

0 3 4 

0 7 10* 

0 II 1 
to 

0 15 8 


(a) Cream wove or laid 

0 3 5 
to 

0 3 9 

0 3 7 

0 7 10* 

0 10 9 

3 

(b) Bonds and Ledgers 

Badami 

0 3 10 

0 4 0 

0 2 8 

0 5 8 

0 7 10* 

to 

0 11 10* 

0 7 3* 

0 12 9 

1 8 10 

4 

White Cartridge 

0 3 3 

to 

0 3 5 

0 4 0 

0 7 10* 

0 14 11 

5 

Kraft Paper 


0 2 10 
to 

0 3 3 

0 7 8 

0 11 8 

6 

Brown Wrapping 

0 2 4 

to 

0 2 7 

0 2 1 

0 7 1* 


7 

White Blotting 

0 4 4 

to 

0 4 9 

0 3 11* 

0 12 4* 

0 10 10 
to 

1 0 4 

8 

Boards other than Straw- 

0 8 2 
to 

0 3 3 | 

0 2 4 

0 6 0 
to 

0 8 6 

0 7 7 

0 12 7 
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Indian Nationals Interest in French Indo China 

440 *Sri T A Ramalingam Ohettiar and Sri V 0 Vellmgiri Gounder 

Will the Foreign Secretary be pleased to state 

(a) the arrangements made for the safety of the properties ot the Indian 
National m Indo China, and the facilities given to those persons to return to 
India, 

(b) whether representation was made to the Government ol India to that 
effect, and 

(t) whether instructions were given to the Bntish representative in Indo 
China to negotiate with the French Authonties to secure all facilities in the 
interest of the Indian Nationals since the occupation of the French Govern¬ 
ment is completed? 

Mr H Weightman (a) Dunng the w u the uitnests ot Indians m French 
Indo China, as of other British subjects, vvcic m the < Inrge of the Swiss Consular 
mthorities in that countrv, and simu th &um.nder of Tipan have leverted to 
the care of the Representative of His Majesty s Govt rument at Saigon Dunng 
the Annamites disturhani es damage was doit to piopeiH including property 
belonging to Indians ind < amis toi this m hung registered with the French 
authorities 

The question of the tep it nation of Indians now in Fiencli Indo Chin i md m 
other territories in South East 4sn is receiving the urgent attention of the Gov¬ 
ernment ot India, uid S E 4 C Headtpi irteis hive been addtessed on the 
provision of shipping for this purpose 

(b) Letters hive been received liom peisons m India expiessnig concern 
about their pioprrtv m French Indo China 

(f) In the noima' di charge of Ins filiations, His Majesty's Government s 
Repie'-cnt itivt it S ugon takes all steps ne<essay to tnsure that Indians receive 
fair treatment in all respects Matters affecting the Indian eonimumtv were 
discussed with His Majestv s Government’s llepiesentative by Mi Alloy during 
his recent visit to Saigon 

Exchange Facilities to Indian Nationals in French IndoChina to send 
MONEy TO THEIR FAMfLIFS IN INDIA 

441 ♦Sri T A Ramalingam Ohettiar and Sri V 0 Vellingiri Gounder 

Will the Foreign Secretary be pleased to state 

(a) if it is a fact that the French Authonties in Indo China refused to 
allow Indian Nationals to send nionev to then families m India on account 
<jf the b'oekade imposed during the war by the Government of India, 

(b) if so, whether the Government of India is picpaaed to cancel the 
blockade and to take immediate steps to impress upon the French authorities 
to have exchange rates and to allow remittances to India in the interest of 
the Indian nationals and then families m India, 

(c) whether any repiesentation was made by any individual and hi the 
then memhe- ot the Assembly, Mr T T Krishnamachariar, on the above 
points, and if any information is forthcoming whether the same will he 
placed on the table of the House for the information of the public, and 

(d) the mangements made by the Government of India for seeming pnontv 
in passage facilities for the Indian nationals stuck up m Indo China to come 
to Tndia and for persons in India owning properties there to go there to 'ook 
after the same? 

Mr H Weightman' (a) and (b) On the capitulation of France in 1940 (when 
French Indo-China fell under hostile domination) the balances of the Indo China 
Bank in India became vasted in the British Indian Custodian and operation on 
these balanpfs was stopped As a retaliatory measure the Inspector General of 
the Bank of Indo China forbade remittances by lnd ans in Indo China to India 
On the occupation of Indo-China bv the lapanese, French Indo China became 
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an enemy territory under rule 2(2)(a) of the DIE and all normal remittances 
between that country and India weie suspended In a few ldividual cases, 
however, small remittances were allowed through the agency of the Swiss 
representative at 8aigon Though Fiench Indo China is no longer regarded as 
enemy territory remittances through frozen balances in India cannot be permitted 
pendmg the conclusion of a debt settlement agreement between India and France 
which is now under consideration of the Government In the meantime, it is 
expected that as a result of representations made by His Majesty’s Representative 
at Saigon provisional arrangements will shortly be made for remittances of 
limited amount in India 

(cl Enquiries on matters relating to Indians in French Indo China have been 
received from various parties including Mr T T Knshnamachariar Informa¬ 
tion on the points raised is contained Tn the replv to parts (a) and (b) of this 
question and in the replv to question No 440 

(d) The question of the repatriation of Indian nationals now m French Indo- 
China and in other territories >n South East Asn is receiving the urgent attention 
of the Government of India, and S E A C Headquarters have been addressed 
on th3 provision of shipping for the purpose Steps are also being taken, in- 
consultation with Hendqunrters, Allied Land Forces, South East Asia to arrange 
passages for Indians desirous of going to liberated countries in the Far East \ 
copv of a press note issued on the subject is laid on the table of the House 

NOTIFICATION 

Passages from India to the Far Fait and Burma for Civilian Personnel 

In ordet to meet the urgent desire of evacuee* now in India to return to their homes, of 
others to n join families and of mnsinessmen to proceed to Far Eastern countries, it is 
neees'arv till such time as shipping conditions return/ to normal, that all passages to the 
Far Fist should be controlled bv the Government of India 

2 To this end, a bid for shipping has been made by the Government of India to ALFSEA, 
and it is hoped that, very shortly, a certain number of ships will be made available 

3 In the meantime, in older to hung all intending passengers on to one central list, per 
sons wishing to pioceed to tlu F« hast should, if they have not alieady done so, make 
application as shown in detail below — 

(a) Evacuees fioin I ar ! astun British possessions (Malaya, Hong hong, etc ), 

Snch evacuees, if they have not already done eo, shoald register themselves for repatria 
Uon with C D Aheaine, hsq, CMC. Malayan Repiesentative’s Office, Monkwa Building, 
Outram Road, Bombay 

(b) Evacuees fiom Far Eastern Countries other than British possessions 

Applications should be made to the Secretary to the Government of India, External Affaire 
Department, New Delhi 

(v) l ersons other than etacuics uishing to proceed to British possessions in the l ar East for 
business or other valid reasons 

Applications by such peisons should he made to the Controller of Priority Passages for 
the bar East, Government of India, Commonwealth Relations Department, New Delhi 

(d) Persons other than evaouees desiring to proceed to non British possessions m the Far East. 

Such persons should apply to the Secietaiy to the Government of India, External Affairs 
Pep utment, New Delhi 

(e) Evacuees from Burma 

Regulation of evacuees wishing to return to Buima is now proceeding, and registered 
persons will, in due course, be called up when shipping and other conditions permit 

(f) Persons other than evacuees wishing to proceed to Burma 

Such persons should apply in the fust instance to the Secretary to the Government of 
Indn, Commonwealth Relvtums Deputnient (Burma Repatriation Section), New Delhi 

(g) Released Civilian Internees from the Far East desirous of returning to countries in the 
Far East, whether British possessions or not 

Released civilian internees who are not resident in the Malayan Transit Camp, Bombay, 
should make immediate application to the Controller of Priority Passages for the Far East, 
Government of India, Commonwealth Relations Department, New Delhi 
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Coal Production 

442. *Mr Vadilal Lallubhai 1 Will the Honourable Membei for Industries- 
and Supplies be pleused to state • 

(a) the figures of our total coal production ever since 1939 onwards, year 
by year, 

(b) whether any new coal mines were started during this period, if so, the 
percentage of their production to the total coal production, 

(c) if the reply to (b) be m the affirmative, whether the qua'ity of coaL 
produced from the new mines is inferior to that of the old ones, if so, to wliat 
extent, and 

(d) the actual extent of the shortage of coal, m view of the coal require¬ 
ments of vanous industries, and the figures of the total loss of production due 
to shortage of coal as per different industries and as per different industrial 
centies ’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to the reply g’ven to part (a) of starred question No 435, 
answered today 

(b) Yes Sir A statement giving the necessary information is laid on the 
table 

(c) The quality of the coal produced from the new mines is generally inferior, 
chiefly Grades ITT A and III-B 

(d) From November 1943, when the coal rationing si heme came into force, 
to Timiarv 194b igainst a target of 57 6 milhon tons 53 4 million tons, oi 92 7 
pet <ent of the target, were despatched to all consumers Tt is not possible to 
issess the total loss of production due to the shortage in greater detail or to- 
specify the industries or industrial centres concerned The shoitage was sp pad 
over all consumers and over the whole country 


Year 

Number of 
new coal mines 
opened 

Percentage of 
output of new 

output 

1*939 

7 

0 05 

1940 

10 

0 01 

1941 

20 

0 06 

1942 

101 

0 76 

1943 

31 

0 15 

1944 

57 

0 6 

1945 

95 

0 6 


Petrol Rationing 

443 *Mr Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for War Trans- 
(ioi t please state how much petrol was imported into India during the nine 
months of 194')/lb ending the 31st December, 1945, m comparison with simi 
lar import during the nme months of the years 1938/39’ 

(bl How much of this petrol has been reserved for, or used m connection 
with, defence purposes? 
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(c) Why have Government found it difficult to make a more substantial in 
crease in the basic ration than they have done, or to restore the cut m the 
supplementary ration which was made? 

(d) Is the policy m the matter ot petrol rationing for civil population laid 
down Centrally, or is it independently evolved by the Provincial Governments? 

(p) Do Government piopose to give some facts about the present position 
and some assurance about lelief to motonsts in the matter of petrol in the near 
iuturc ’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bcntha'l (a) ,.nd (b) It is not m the public 
interest to furnish the mtornutioii a<-lad for 

(i) The position has alicady been explained m a Prebs communique issued on 
January 1st, 1940, and 1 hive further explained it m replies to previous ques 
tions in this House The lefcien e to the cut in the supplemental ration is 
not understood 

[d) The police is 1 i’d down centralh but adnumsttied provmcmllv 

(e) As 1 have ureadv stated in rcplv to a simil ir question m this House, the 
supply ot pen il to India, is to otliei countiii_s m (lie steilmg uc i, is regul ited 
by the availabilitv ot supplies and tankers both oi which are restricted by the 
need foi the consci vition ot dollais, and L regiet I cannot give anv assurance 

ibout relict to moloiists m the lie ti futme The lloiiouiublt Mcmbci may, buw- 
evei rest isstired th it our demands are being pressed and that lelaxation or 
complete uithdiawal of the coutiol will be c ttec ted as soon as the supply position 
permits 

GRIEVANCES OF PERMANENT StAJF OF LaTE SUPPLY DePARIMENT 

444 *Mr Q-auri Shankar Saran Singh (a) Wnl the Honourable Member for 
industries and Supphts please state if it is a fact that a number of Superintend 
entb ol the Purchase Branch of the Department ot Supply holding permanent 
scivice undei the Government of India were promoted to the rank of Purchase 
Ofhceis duriug the war time, 

(b) if it is fret that the work allotted to them was the same and in no way 
miei 101 to that given to the temporary Purchase Ofhceis recruited direct foi the 
duiation oi the war, 

(c; it it is a fact that selection of Permanent Officers for the Procurement, 
Development and other Branches of the Directorate Genetal of Industnes and 
Supplies are being made almost entirely from among the temporary officers 
recruited direct m pieferenee to the officers selected fiom among the Superin¬ 
tendents, 

(d) if it is fact that there is disappointment and dissatisfaction among the 
pumanent employees of the Purchase Branch of the late Supply Department 
due to then n Jitful cl mu* hivimr been thus overlooked, and 

(o' 1 m view of (d) ibove, do Government propose to review the case and in 
consideration of the long and satisfactory service put forward by them, allocate 
a I in pc ic cut igi of othcei posts in the Dnec toratt ' *cncr il ot Industnes and 
Supil.es lo the pcimuicnt stiff ot the Puuhase Brinch of the late Depaitment 
of Supply ? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) Yes Fir Sixteen Suppnntendents 
weic tempo, uilv promoted 

th) Yes 

(i) No, Sir Selection has been made on meut& and suitability 

(d) No 

(e) Does not arise 

War Orders placed with Indian Firms 

445 *Mr Vadilal Lallubhal (a) Will the Honourable Member for Indus¬ 
tries and Supplies please state the aggregate cost of total war orders placed 
wit! firms in India (commercial and industrial) separately, on behalf of the 
Government of India, His Majesty’s Government and the USA Government? 
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fbl What is the cost of goods so ordered,, separately, according to cate 
gories, namely (1) manufactuie of goods in Indian factories etc (11) supply of 
raw materials, (111) goods that could Be procured without recourse to factoiy 
production, and (iv) imported goods? 

(c) What is the proportion of these orders as expressed in terms of value 
placed with Indian films to those placed with non-Indian firms’ 

I'd) What is the shaie in the supply of these orders of (i) Government fac 
tones, (11) industries established during pre war period, and (111) new industries, 
it any? 

(i ' W'iu anv of such orders responsible for setfriw up altogether new indus 
tries “ If so, will he please state the particulars affout these new industries? 
Do the Government of India propose to safeguard the interests of these new 
industries m future’ If so, in what way? 

(f) Are there anv instances of wai orders which could have been executed 
in India for the forces stationed here but which were diverted to other countries? 
If so wh\ were they not accepted liv Government for Indian firms’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a), (b), (c) and (d) A statement of war 
supplies obtained m India is being prepared and will be laid on the table m due 
course I am afraid, however that it will not be possible in that statement <o 
anahse the figures exactly m the form desired by the Honourable Member 

(e) Yes Sir The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the answer 
T gave on the 19th to his question No 3W War orders were largely responsible 
for the grow th ot the industries mentioned in that answer 

(f) Yes Sir The object of Government in diverting certain war orders to 
other countries was to enable Indian firms to produce civil goods which were m 
shoit supplv 

Industrial Controls during War 

440 *Mr Vadilal Lallubhai (a) Will the Honourable Member for Indus¬ 
tries and Supplies please give a list of v lrious industn il controls issued during 
the war time’ 

(b) How many of these, if anv, art cancelled subsequently, and what are 
they ’ 

(c) Whit will he the .probable duration of the controls which "re retained’ 
fd) Do the Government of India piopose to reduce these controls to the 

minimum at an early date’ 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) and (b) I place a statement on the 
table 

(<) Most o c the controls will be withdrawn within seven or eight months It 
*wil be ne’essarv to retun x few for i longer period, but it is not possible at 
piesent tx say for how long 

(d) Yes, Sir The position is being constantly reviewed with that object 


List of Industrial Controls 


S No 

Natutre of Control 

2 

When 

Introduced 

3 

When 

Abolished 

4 

1 

Control over distribution of wattle bark and 
wattle extract imported at Madras 

1944 


2 

Control over distribution of Crude Tar 

1944 


3 

The Sulphuric Acid Control Order 

1942 


4 

The Chorome Compounds Control Order 

1941 


6 

The Coal Tar Products Control Order 

1945 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

Bleaching Powder and Chlorine Control Order 

194 > 


7 

Control Over distribution of Road Tar and Bitu- 

1943 


8 

Jute Industry Essential Stores Control Orders 

1943 


9 

Control over Selected Tanneries 

1942 


10 

Control over distribution of Cement 

1942 


11 

Control over distribution of Diesel Oil 

1942 


12 

Control over distribution of Furance Oil 

1942 


13 

Control over distribution of white spirit 

1942 


U 

Control of Imported Engineering Store Order 

1943 


15 

Factories Control of Production Order 

1942 


16 

Paper (Production) Control Orders 

1944 


17 

Machine Tool Control Order 

1941 


18 

Non Ferrous Metals C-introl Order 

1941 


19 

Ferro Alloy Control Order 

1943 


20 

Iron and Steel (Control of Production and Distnbu 
tion) Order (including Price Control) 

1941 


21 

Steel Import Control 

1940 


22 

Steel Export Control 

1939 


23 

Iron and Steel (Scrap Control) Order (including 
Price Control) 

1943 


24 

Colliery Control Order (including Pnoe Control) 

1944 


25 

The Coal Production Fund Ordmanoe 

1944 


26 

Factories (Control of Dismantling) Ordinance 

1943 


27 

Cotton Cloth and Yam (Control) Order 

1945 


28 

Textile Industry (Control of Production) Order 

1945 


29 

Cotton Cloth (Control of Printing) Order 

1945 


30 

Indian Cotton (Control) Order 

1945 


31 

Foreign Cotton Control Order 

1945 


32 

Textile Industry (M soellaneous Articles) Control 
Order 

1945 


33 

Starch Control Order 

1945 


24 

Cotton Textiles (Dyes and Chemicals) Control 
Order 

1945 


35 

Zino Chloride Control Order 

1945 


36 

Hydrosulphite of Soda Control Order 

1045 


37 

Cotton Textle Sizing snd Filling Control Order 

1946 


38 

Cotton Movements Control 

1945 


39 

Indian Woollen Goods (Control) Order 

1944 
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1 

2 , 

3 

4 

40 

Rubber Control and Production Order 

1942 


41 

The Raw Cinematograph Films (Control ofDistri 
button) Order 

1943 


42 

Control of footage of Cmemat ograph film 

1942 


43 

Brag* and Copper (Control) Order 

1945 


44 

Aluminivm Utensils (Control) Order 

1945 


40 

Paper (Prices of Imported Paper) Control Order 

1944 


40 

Essential Drugs (Census) Order 

1941 

1945 

47 

Agar Control Order 

1942 

1945 

48 

Control over oertain glass factories 

1944 

1946 

49 

Sulphate of Alumina Control Order 

1943 

1945 

00 

Stearie Aeid Control Order 

1944 I 

1945 

£1 

Cement (Movement by Rail) Control Order 

1945 

1945 

02 

Cement (Movement by Water ways Control Order 

1945 

1945 

03 

Hides (Movement by Rail) Control Order 

1944 

1946 

04 

Timber Control Order (Bombay) 

1945 

1945 

86 

Rubber Manufactures Control Order 

1944 

1945 

68 

Paper (Paoking of Cotton Textiles) Control Order 

1945 

1945 

07 

Footwear Control Order 

1944 

1946 

68 

Control Over distribution of sole leather 

1945 

1946 

69 

Control over prices and distribution of grmdery 

1944 

1945 

60 

Control over the tanneries producing sole leather 

1944 

194 5 

61 

Control over movement of leather from Vizaga. 
patum to any destination other than Madras 

1945 

194'- 

62 

Sisal and Aloe Fibre Control Order 

1943 

1945 

63 

Iron ond Steel (Movement by Rail) Order 

1942 

1945 

64 

Iron and Steel (Movement by Road or River) Order 

1942 

1945 

85 

Cotton Baling Hoops (Control of Movement) Order 

1943 

1945 


Transfer of Clerks to Railway Board 


447. *Hafi2 Mohammad Abdullah. Will the Honourable the Railway Member 
please state 

(a) whethei it is a fact that a laige number of clerks, Class I, grade 1 or 2 
were transferred to the othce of the Itnilwav Board from the \anous Railw ijs 
under their control, 

(b) whether it is a fact that these very junior clerks were not selected and 
recommended by their Railway Administrations on their merits for transfer to 
the Railway Board, 

(c) why the Railway Administrations were not asked to select and recom¬ 
mend suitable clerks for transfer to tt\e Railway Board’s Office, keeping in. 
view their order of seniority and suitability 
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(d) whethei it is a fact that these very junioi cleiks wete promoted to the 
po,ts of Assistants ui the Kulvwiy Boaid s office rusmg then emoluments to 
mor^ than double 01 treble their substantive pay without holding any selections 
by competent Selection Boards, 

(e) how many of these ilcrUs tiansfcried to the Railway Board s office on 
promotion as Assistants weie Hindus and Muslims, and 

(f) whether the Honourable Munlur pioposes to have these cases looked 
into to see whether the communal pioportion fixed for the Muslims was observed? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) Yes 134 clerks of different 

grades have been transferred to the office of the Railway Board from various 
railwavs during the past three yeais 

(b; Yes as it is not necessarv for Railway Administrations to make selec¬ 
tions in such cases Clerks transferred to the Board s Office from Railways are 
generally those who can be spared from among suitable volunteers 

(c) Does not arise 

(d) Some of these clerks were piomoted to posts of Assistants in the Board s 
OH ce vs a lesult ol selection by a Selection Boird vnd gamed a substantial 
increase in their emoluments 

(e? 71 of whom 49 were Hindus and 18 Muslims 
(f) No, Sir 

Mismanagement on Beoacii-Kavi Railway 
448 *Mr Mohammad M Kuledar (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 
Mi inber be pleased to stitc if it is i fact tint the in mngenient of the Bioaoh- 
ivivi Railway, i ttibd.ii} of the B B and C f Railway was handed over to 
the Government of His llighn.ss the Gickwu of Baroda during the vv.u? Jf 
so, why was not public opinion invited htfoie handing over this Railway? 

(b) Is it not a tait that the whole territory through which this Railway 
line runs is a British Indian Ten itory ’ 

(e) Aie Government iware nt the resentment cieated amongst the public 
affected bv this trUlster and the mismanagement and the megular timings ot 
the sud Railway? 

(d) Hive the Railway Bond ot die Gaekwai authorities leceived represen¬ 
tations from the public in connection with the Broach Kavi Railway, and what 
m tion his been taken or is proposed to he taken in the matter? 

(e) Aie Government iwnc th t owing to megular tunings and mismanage¬ 
ment ot the said Rail win the noslal seivice m the area of Jambusar Taluiea 
ot the Broach Distnct is dcluved «*ul di=oigamsed and the trade of the distrct 
hampeied? 

(f) Arc Government aw ire that, at present, a Railway passenger from Bioach 
to Ivavi takes 12 hours to cover a distance of 46 miles? 

(g) When do Government propose to take the Railway Line back? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall- (a) Yes The Broach Jambusar 
Railway with extensions to Kavi and Dahej was sold to the Baroda Govern¬ 
ment in October 1942 The Bombay Government were consulted and they 
agreed with the transfer The fact of sale was, mentioned to the Assembly in 
mv speech introducing the Railway Budget for 1943-44 The reasons for hand¬ 
ing over (he lines to the Buoila Government were purely administrative 
That Government having a N G System of over 350 miles in their charge 
colsetv linked up with these lines, and workshops and other facilities, are in a 
mom favourable position to work these lines than the B , B & C I Railway 
(Broad Gauge) is, t< work and isolated Narrow-Gauge Section 
(b) It is a fact 

(d to (f) Information is being sought from the Baroda Government 

(g) The question does not anse 
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Muslim Postmasters General 

449 *Nawab Siddique Ali Khan: Will the Secretary for Posts and Air be 

{pleased to state , 

(a) the number of posts in the cadre of Post-Master General, and 

(b) how many of these posts are now held by Muslims? 

Sir G-urunath Bewoor* (a) Eleven, plus one temporary 

(b) hi one at present 

Permission for Issue of Monthly AWAZ i ABBAS Delhi 

450 *Nawab Siddique Ali Khan, (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Industries and Supplies please state whether in the course of war some maga¬ 
zines were stopped for want of sufficient paper > 

(bj Is it a fact that some of the papers that were made to cease publication 
during the course of war were not allowed to be restarted on application? 

(c) Do Government propose to grant permission for the issue of Monthly 
Aiicu i- 'llibas, Delhi, whose publication has been authorised by Government 
previously, in view of the fact that the war has now come to an end? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: (a) Representations to this effect have 
been made to Government from time to time 

(b) The Honourable Member s attention is invited to clause 9(a) of the 
Paper Control (Economy) Order 1945 under which, except under the authority 
in writing of the Central Government, no newspaper or periodical can be pub¬ 
lished which was not being legularly published during the period immediately 
preceding the 7th November 1942 Applications for the revival of defunct 
newspapers and periodicals have been rejected in recent months on account of 
scarcity of both newsprint and paper, save for exceptional cases 

(c) Government will be prepared to consider the matter afresh if applica¬ 
tion is made furnished information on the size of the monthly and its antici¬ 
pated circulartion 

Howrah and Benares Claims Offices of East Indian Railway 

451. *8hri Satya Ifarayan Sinha: Will the Honourable the Railway Member 
please state 

(a) if it is a fact that thele are two claims offices on the East Indian Rail¬ 
way, namely one at Howrah and the other at Benares under one Deputy Chief 
Commercial Manager, 

(b) the area served by the offices at Howrah and Benares, separately, 

(c) are Government aware that the office at Benares is most convenient and 
serves the public better than the one at Howrah, and 

(*d) whether Government propose to shift the claims office at Benares to 
Calcutta, if so, why? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) There is only one claims office on 

the E I Railway under the direct control of the Chief Commercial Manager 
which is at present located at Benares Two Branches of this office are, how¬ 
ever, located at Howrah and Calcutta respectively 

(b) The claims office at Howrah deals with claims arisuig out of goods con¬ 
signments booked to Howrah and Calcutta stations The Benares office deals 
with claims arising out of tiaffic booked to stations on the E I Railway other 
•tha i those on the Howrah Division of the E I Railway 
(o) No 

(d) Yes For reasons of general efficiency of the claims office as a whole 
Shifting back of Claims Office, East Indian Railway, Howrah 

452. *Shrl Satya Narayan Sinha: Will the Honourable the Railway Member 
pleaoe starte 

(a) if it is a fact that a portion of the East Indian Railway claims office 
had to be moved out of Calcutta when the city was direotly threatened by the 
Japanese, if not, what the fact is, 



1336 LEGISLATIVE A8SBMBLV [22ND FEB 1946' 

(b) if it is a fact that Government propose to bnng back that office to Cal* 
cutta in March, 1646, if not, what the fact is, 

(e), are Government aware that residential accommodation for the non- 
gaze t ted staff is not available in Calcutta and will not be available for some 
tune, if not, what the fact is, and 

(d) if it is a fact that the Director of Accounts, Railway Board, has issued 
instructions to the Chief Accounts Officer, East Indian Railway, not to onng 
back the Accounts Office to Calcutta till such time as the Railway Board have 
given its approval, if so, whether the said instructions are applicable to the 
claims office also, if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. (a) The main claims office originally 
situated at Calcutta was temporarily evacuated to Benares as a war measure 

(b; It is intended to bnng back the main claims office to Calcutta but no 
date has been hied as yet 

(c) The position as regards residential accommodation for the staff at 
Calcutta was very acute during the war but is now generally improving 

(d) No official instruct ions have been issued by the Boaid The second part 
of the question does not arise 

Shifting back of Claims Office, East Indian Railway, Howrah 

453 *Shri Satya Narayan Sinha. Will the Honourable the Railway Member 

please state 

(a) the numbei of the staff m each category of the East Indian Railway 
Claims Office, who had to be moved out of Calcutta when the city was directly 
threatened by the Japanese, 

(b) the number of the staff in each category who are to be brought back to 
Calcutta in March 1946, 

(c) whethei residential accommodation for the staff to be brought back to 
Calcutta has been arranged, ,f not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Detailed information is not 
readily available, but Government understand that 163 permanent clerks 
originally transferred from Calcutta to Benares are working in the Claims and 
Refunds Office and the Transit Section at Benares and that 15 permanent and 
85 temporary clerks have been engaged since the moving of the office to 
Benares 

(b) and (c) The intention is to bring all the existing staff of the office to 
Calcutta in convenient batches as and when office and housing accommodation 
becomes available There is no intention of banging the office back in March 
194b 


Shifting back of Claims Office, East Indian Railway, Howrah 

454. *Shrl Satya Narayan Sinha: Will the Honourable the Railway Member 
please state 

(n) if it is a fact that both the merchants and the public have represented 
against shifting back to Calcutta of the East Indian Railway claims office at 
Benares, and 

(b) if the reply to (a) be in the affirmative the action taken on the representa¬ 
tion, and if no action has been taken, the reasons therefor? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Some members of the local public 
of Benares and certain sections of the mercantile communities of the U P 
made representations against the return of the E I Railway claims office at 
IBenares to Calcutta 

(b) The Government have considered these representations and have decided 
to return the office to Calcutta in the interests of general efficiency of the claims 
office as a whole 
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Legislation to Nationalize Indian Coal Mines 
405 *Saidar Mangal Singh. Will the Honourable the Member for Industries 
and Supplies please state whether Govlmment contemplate to take suitable 
steps to enact necessary legislation to nationalise the Indian coal mines? 

The Honourable Mr. A A. Waugh: As the Honourable Member is aware 
the Government of India have recently set up an "Indian Coalfields Com¬ 
mittee" to report on what administrative measures are necessary to deal with, 
problems of Indian coal mines An examination of the economics of the coal 
industry is included in their terms of reference, and it is not proposed to con¬ 
sider thi question raised before the report has been received by Government 

Scarcity and Export of Cloth via a vu Control Orders 
466. *Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: (a) Is the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies aware of the fact that notwithstanding the Cloth Control Order 
the people are not getting cloth and a larg9 quantity of cloth finds its way to 
black markets? 

(b) Are the Government aware that the control order instead of helping the 
consumers has larther added to bribeiy, conuption and favouritism? 

(o) Are the Government aware that there is an mcessent demand to abolish 
the Control Order as it is working at present? If so, what action if any, do 
Government propose to take on the repu -.cut uinn-i made b> the public is well 
as business community regarding the modific ition of the Control Order? 

(d) Is it a fact that even now about 25 per cent of the mills production is 
commandeered by Government to be sent abroad, quite unmindful of the acute 
shoitage of cloth in India? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) No, Sii The pi nodical reports 
from Provinces and States indicate that the gieat bulk of cloth sent from pro¬ 
ducing areas to consuming aieas finds its way to the people Black marketing 
is usually in the finci qualities of cloth, which arc scdiee because India’s pro¬ 
duction of them is small 

(b) This is not the view of Government 

(c) There is piessure by some ineichnnts and other vested interests for the 
abolition of the Control Ordei But it is cledi to Government fum the mass 
of innumerable correspondent e received that the consuming public is a a hole 
do not wish to have the Control Order abolished m the present circumstances 
of cloth shoitage The cloth control scheme is administeied on the advice of 
the Textile Control Boaid, which me lucks representatives of industrial, commei- 
ciai, labour and consuming interests This Board has not so far recommended, 
the abolition of the Contiol Oidei In December last the Government of India 
enquired from Provinces and States whether ft would be possible to introduce 
some* measure of relaxation in the cloth control scheme The unanimous deci¬ 
sion cf Provinces and States was that it would be prematuie to do so at 
present 

(d) Mill production m the yeai 1945 was about 4,700 million yards 600 
million yards or rather less than 13 per cent of mill pioduction were allotted 
for oxports This year the export quota has been fixed at 250 million yards 
for the first half of 1946 The quota for the second half of the year will be 
decided after a review to be made next month 

Movement of Cloth and its Distribution by Provincial Governments 
457. *Shri Mohan Lai Saksena* (a) Will the Honourable Member for In¬ 
dustries and Supplies please state if it w a fact that cloth, a commodity as 
essential as food, has been placed in the 5th class for booking purposes, result¬ 
ing m locking up of goods and interference in free movemi nt causing great hard¬ 
ship to the consuming public? 

(bj Is it a fact that the adoption of Rationalisation Scheme has resulted 
in the production of unmarketable and inferior varieties of cloth? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Textile Boaid is not in favour of the distribution of 
cloth by a Provincial Government? If so, what steps have Government taken 
to eliminate distribution by Provincial Governments? 
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The Honourable Mr. A A. Waugh* (a) It is correct that Class V includes 
‘ general movements of cotton piece-goods” But Class II includes ‘‘move¬ 
ments undeL priority orders, general or* specific, of cotton piece goods” This 
means that, in cases where it is necessary to avoid holding up of goods, Gov¬ 
ernment can declare cloth consignments as ‘ Priority ’ and get them moved 
under Class II 

(bj x\o, Sir 

(c; The control scheme is administered on the advice of the Textile Control 
Boaul, and the distribution scheme, which includes distribution oi cloth u ider 
rro\,ncml Governments airangements, is an essential part of that scheme 
The Textile Control Board hub not recommended that distribution of cloth 
under I’lO'-incial Governments’ arrangements should be discontinued 
Mill Retail Shops 

458. *Shrl Mohan Lai S&ksena. (a) Will the Honourable Member for Indus¬ 
tries and Supplies please state if it is a fact that there has been a long corres¬ 
pondence between the Central Government and the Punjab Government and 
other Provincial Governments on the subject of mill retail shops? If so, will 
Government lay it on the table? 

(bj Is it a fact that mills have been prohibited from opening new retail 
shops ’ 

(р) Is it a fact that at mnl retail shops outside mill premises, prices are 
much below the market rates? If so, why is not permission given for opening 
more retail ahops by mills especially in places where there are complaints of 
black marketing? 

(d) Is it also a fact that a majority of the Members of the Textile Control 
Boaid in July, 1944, opined in favour of opening of retail shops by mills’ 

The Honourable Mr A A. Waugh (a) There was correspondence, brief, 
not long, between the Central Government and the Punjab Government last 
autumn, as a result of which the Central Government, m agreement with the 
Punjab Government, passed orders that onlv mill retail shops which were in 
operation before the 30th June 1944 should be permitted to continue The 
correspondence was demi official, and I do not propose to lay it on the table 

(b) Only those mill retail shops which were m existence before the 30th 
June 1944 may operate 

(с) Mill retail shops are permitted to sell cloth at the same price ns ordi¬ 
nary letail shops Sometimes mill retail shops sell then goods at prices below 
the ietail ceiling prices, but it is not the policy of Government to allow an 
expansion of mill retail shops which might undercut and drive out of business 
the ordinal) retail shop-keeper The total maigin of profit between ex nyll 
prices and ultimate retail prices fixed by Government, namely 20 per cent, 
is not excessn e 

(d) Mo, Mr 

Facilities to Mr Kesho Ram Sabarwal stranded in Peiping, China 

459 *Shrl Mohan Lai Saksena. (a) Will the Foreign Secretary be pleased 
to state if his attention has been drawn to the editonal note and letters of Mr 
Kesho Ram Sub irwal at present stnnded m Raping, China without money 
and a passport to get back to India, published m the Frontier Mad of February 
S, 1946? 

(bj What action have Government taken or propose to take to help Mr 
Sabarwal to return to this country? 

(c) II vs the Premier of the North West Frontier Province diawn the 
attention of the Government of India in this respect? 

Mr H Weightman* (a) Yes 

(b) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to parts (b), (c) and 

(d) of the answer given to Pandit Mukut Bihan Lai Bhargava’s question No 
371, on the 19th February, 1946 

(e) Mo 
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Small Industrial Undertakings 

460 *Shri Mohan U1 Sskssna: (&) Will the Honourable Member for Indua- 
tneB and Supplies be pleased to state ^he number of Industrial undertakings. 
(1) employmg less than 20 persons, and (11) employing more than 20 persons? 

(b) Is it a fact that the number of persons engaged in small industries is 
70 per cent of the total number of mdustnal workers in this country? 

(c) What is the extent to which the small industries have developed during 
the war, and what steps have been taken to maintain their present position as 
well us to develop them further? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A Waugh: (a) (i) and (u) The information avail 
able relates onlv to industrial undertakings which are registeied as factories 
under the Factories’ Act 1934 At the end of 1944, up to which period figures 
are available, there were 14,071 such factories employing 2 5 million woikers 
These factories employed 20 persons or above but the figures include also a 
very small percentage of registered factories employing 10 per cent or above 
Complete information relating to industrial undertakings employing lesg thaa 
20 persons is not available 

(b) I have no exact information 

(c) The policy of Government in the matter of giving assistance to indus¬ 
tries was explained on 19th February, 1940, m reply to Mr Vadilal Lallubhai’s 
question No 350 I place another copy* of that answer on the table As 
compared to 1943, there was an increase of 3,500 registered factories in 1944 

Direct Recruitment to Superintendents' Posts in Directorate General of 
Industries and Supplies 

461 *Mr Q-auri Shankar Saran Singh* (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Industries and Supplies please state if it is a fact that direct recruitment to 
the post of a Superintendent in the various Departments of the Government 
of India Secretariat and Attached Offices is never made, and that the same 
is always filled by selection from among the Assistants serving in the Depart¬ 
ment concerned? 

(b) Is it a fact that Goiunmcnt aie considering to fill some of the posts of 
Superintendents in the Directorate-General of Industries and Supplies from 
among officers who have held ga7etted rank during the war time, but have 
had to be or are likely to be retrenched owing to the termination of hostilities? 

(c) If answer to (b) ab*ove is in the affirmative, will the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber please state the reason or reasons for making this departure from stand¬ 
ing practice? 

The Honourable Mr, A A. Waugh (a) No, Sir 

(b) No, Sir Some men fiom the ministerial staff weie allowed to officiate 
nj Gazetted posts during the war, and are now likely to revert to ministerial 
posts including that of Superintendents 

(c) Does not arise 

Remarks about Mahatma Gandhi and Congress by Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai 

462 *Seth Govmd Daa. (a) Will the Foreign Secretary please state if it 
is a fact that Sir Girja Shanker Bajpai, Indian Government’s Agent-General 
m the United States of America, had declared that Bengalis had always been 
dying of famine and there was nothing new or unusual about the famine situa¬ 
tion in Bengal and also that there was plenty of food m India at that time? 

(b) Is it also a fact that the same gentleman had also depicted Congress as 
a fascist organisation and its le iders including Mahatma Gandhi as the agents of 
Japan? 

(c) If the answers to fa) and fb) are in the affirmative what arrangements 
Government propose to make for contradicting the«e reports by external 
publicity ? 

Mr H Welghtman- (a) and (b) No such statements Have been made by 
the Agent General for India m the United States of America 

(o) Does not arise 

“See Legislative Assembly Debates, dated the 18th February, 1946 —Ed of D 
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Broad Gauge Railway connecting Nagpub and Jubbulpobe 

463. *Seth Oovind Das. (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Member be 

pleased to state whether he is aware oj: the fact that the two biggeBt and fore¬ 
most towns in the Central Piovincts and Berar, i e , Nagpur and dubbulpore are 
not connected by a short direct Railwaj route? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member prepared to consider the claims of the said 
Province in post-war planning and development to connect these towns by a 
broad gauge railway, passing through Seom as was contemplated and planned 
after the first world war of 1914 and is recommended by a committee set up by 
the Central Provinces Government which is carried on under Section 93 Gov¬ 
ernment of India Act? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) ,Yes 

(b) The Govemrnment are aware of the recommendations made by the Pro¬ 
vincial Industries Committee, C P and Berar, 1945 The Local Government 
have not, however, asked for this line to be included in the post-war plan of 
railwais 

Tblal or Raja Mahendba Phatap in Japan 

464 * Harder Mang&l Singh. Will the foreign Secretary please state 

(a) whether Itaja Mahendra Pratap is being tried as a war criminal in 
Japan, 

(b) whether the Government of India was informed of this decision, 
whether there are any arrangements for his defence, and 

(c) whether proper facilities will be given to any of his relations or friends 
who may wish to go to Japan for his defence? 

Mr H Weightman With your peimission, Sir, I propose to answer ques¬ 
tions Nos 464 and 465 togethei 

The attention of the Honourable Membeis is invited to the answers given by 
me to starred questions Nos 132 and 238, by Shri Mohan Lai Saksena and 
Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Pauwal, on the 8th and 13th February, respectively 
Whebeabouts or Raja Mahendba Pbatap 

|466. *Pandit Mukut Bihan Lai Bhargava (a) Will the Foreign Secretary 
be pleased to state if Raja Mahendra Pratap has been brought to India under 
arrest? If so, where and under what conditions is he being kept at present? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the negative, do Government propose to disclose 
his present whereabouts’ 

(c) Arc Government awaie that Raja Mahendra Piatap has all along been 
an advocate of world peace, and has always worked for humanitarian and 
pacifist puliuts like the establishment of a Woild Iederation 9 

(d) If Government have any information that the Aryan Army founded by 
Raja Mahendra Pratap was not an army to take part in the war but a body 
of volunteers and pacifists to work against all wars’ 

(e) In view of the changed political circumstances and public opinion, and 
particularly, m view of the Government's pokey regarding the I N A men, 
do Government propose to remove restrictions on the free and unhampered 
movement of Raja Mahendra Pratap in India 9 

UNbTARRED QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Total Industrial Production 

47 Mr Vadilal Lallubhai Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies please state the figures of the total industrial production m respect 
of the major industry s, foi which the figures are collected by the Government 
of India foi the years 1939-40, 1940 41, 1941-42, 1942 43, 1943 44, 1944 45 

and 1045 46 upto date expicssed both m terms of value and quantity? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh* I place a statement on the table show¬ 
ing the production quantities of certain selected industries for which figures 
are compiled bv Government Information for the year 1945-46 is not avail¬ 
able, ror is information regarding values of goods 

tFor answer to th« qneetion, tie answer to question No 464 



(April to Maroh) 




Deecnpti 
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND AN8WEHB 
New Delhi R I A F Airmen’s Strike 
Sri X. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: (a) Will the War Secretary please state 
if a strike of the El AF airmen is ^omg on at New Delhi? If so, for how 
many darys past, and how many persons are taking part in it? 

(b) How many of the stnkeis have gone on hunger-etnke? If so, for what 
reason ? 

(o) Has the military police been called in and are the strikers coerced to 
lesume work? 

(d) Have the strikers submitted a memorandum complaining of 

(1) low pay as compared with the total emoluments of similar ranks of 
British personnel employed which is five times a« much, 

(n) difference in quantum of war gratuitv, the one offered to an Indian being 
Rs 1-12-0 for every month of war service whereas the gratuity per month of 
war service to British airmen on similar service is about Rs 10, 

(in) resettlement scheme, 

(iv) clothing allowance, 

(v) family allowance, 

(vij unemployment pension, and 

(vn) conditions of travel, accommodation and food? 

(e) Have Government considered the memorandum? If so, with what 
result ’ If not, why not? 

(f) Have Government already appointed a Committee to mquire into their 
grievances and will the Go\emment sympathetically consider the elimination 
of all discnmmatory treatments? 

Mr P, Mason, (a) Certain airmen were in a state of indiscipline for varying 
periods from 15th to 21st February The total personnel involved was 537 
'I hey have now resumed duty 
(b) None 

(c> The normal complement of Air Force Service Police established on the 
stations concerned has been on dut\ No special Military Police have been 
called in nor was any force used 

(d) Yes, Sir 

(e) The memorandum was presented to me personally on the 19th Febru- 
arv only It is now being considered 

(f) Government have appointed no committee to inquire into their alleged 
grievances which will be considered in the normal manner through service 
channels In fact, the Air Officer Commander-m Chief issued an order to the 

•effect that the men must return to duty by 8 30 brs on 21st February, which 
they have obeyed 

Sri M Ananthasayan&m Ayyangar: I a it a fact that the people who have 
struck work are not officers but only the subordinate ranks? 

Mr P Mason Yes, Sir 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon- Is it a fact that eighty of these ratings have 
been arrested yesterday in Delhi? 

Mr P Mason No Sir, “rating” is a term that is applied to the naval ser¬ 
vice Their case—if that is what the Honourable Member has in mind—will 
be dealt with m the next question 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Is it a fact that special poboe were 
indented upon for the Palam station here? 

Mr P Mason No, Sir 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: With regard to part (d), may I know 
whether these differences do or do not exist between European and Indian* 
similar ranks, in regard to pay, war gratuity, clothing and family allowances, 
etc ? 


( 1343 ) 



1344 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [22nD FEB 1940 

Mr P. Mason, Yes, Sir As I endeavoured to explain In answer 
to a question on this subject the other day, which I am sorry to 
say was not reached for oral delivery, there is a very considerable 
ditfeienti between the emoluments of British scivicc airmen and 

othei ranks—and Indian And I suggested that that was a very 
nnpoitant question mdeed If the lates of pay of the Indian airmen, soldiers 
and naval ratmgs were raised to the British level it would have an effect, I 
suppose,—though I am not an economic expert,—on the wage level throughout 
the country, and it would certainly mean that the size of the armed foroes 
which India can maintain would have to be very considerably reduced It is 
not, therefore, a question which can be decided at short notice or in connec¬ 
tion with the complaints of individuals, and I suggest that anything which 
^encourages the idea that such an increase could ever be m£3e is very strongly 
to bf deprecated 

Mr Manu Subedar. Have Government ascertained if there is any connec¬ 
tion between the strike of the RAF and the strike which wt are discussing? 
Mr P. Mason; I think there probably is a connection 
Mr. M. Asa! All Sir, with reference to the last answer but one I should 
like to know the view of the Government of India with regard to the strength 
of the army that India is expected to maintain in case the British personnel is 
completely withdrawn from India I take it that in that case more than half 
the expenditure now incurred on the fighting forces will be saved which we oan 
spread over the rest of the forces that we want to maintain, in fact we oan 
increase that number 

Mr, P Mason' I do not think that question really arises out of the short 
notice question passed, but the answer really is that the whole problem will be 
one for the future Government to decide 

Mr M Asaf Ah. Precisely , I simply want to contest the point which the 
Honourable Member raised about the strength of the foices He said that if 
the«e questions were considered, the question of a rise in pay and allowances 
would mean a leduction in the size of the forces I say there will be nothing of 
the kind, because if the British forces are withdrawn from India the expenditure 
incurred on them will be saved to us and we can alwavs readjust the whole 
thing 

I quite realize that if the Government is gomg to band over power after a 
short time and we are going to take over the entire forces, we can decide the 
-whole thing ourselves—I can understand that But that is not the answer 
The point is if the demands that are made today are conceded, it would mean 
the reduction of Indian forces I do not agree w-ith that 

Mr. P. Mason. I am not quite sure what the question is 
Mr M ASaf Ah My question is very simple Is the Indian Government 
now prepared to consider the question of withdrawing the Bntish forces from 
India altogether and as quickly as possible 9 

Mr P Mason* No, Sir I have already stated more than once in the 
course of this Session that a definite decision in that respect has to be taken 
by the future Government 

Mr. M Asaf All If the matter is left to the future Government, then I 
-take it that they are not prepared to considei this matter at all 

Mr P. Mason That was the answer which I gave to the question 
Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: How then he proposes to avoid this 
racial disuirnmation between one community and the other? 

Mr. P. Mason. It cannot be avoided 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar* May I know if the Honourable Member’s 
Department has not induced Graduates, Double Graduates, and M As , to join 
(Defence Services on a pittance of Rs 70 a month 
Mr. P Mason: I require notice of that question 
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Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. May I know if foi similar ranks a Euro¬ 
pean is given 11s 300 a month 

•Mr P. Mason. 1 require notice oi tlyit also 

Mi M ASaf Ah May i ask anotliu question which I think is intimately 
(cnnccted with the question that has been asked Is there any news about the 
strike spreading to other units stationed elsewhere? 

Mr P. Mason. Yes, Sn There is news of a non-violent demonstration—I 
will not use the word ‘stake —I dislike it veiy much and I don’t think it should 
be applied to the aimed forces—at Lahore this morning, and somewhere else, 
but I am afraid I have not got it in writing There are however, further 
instances that have come m this morning 

Mr M Asa! All In view of what has happened, and in view of the fact 
that strike is spieading, is the Honourable Member prepared to appoint a 
committee immediately to go into the whole question 0 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. Including non-officials 

Mr. P. Mason 1 To go into what question? The question of pay? 

Mr. M. Asaf Ah Everything concerning these services Because, after all, 
the whole thing is assuming large proportions and it appears that the whole 
thing is being mishandled, and, therefore, I should like to know what exactly 
the Government of India pioposes to do in respect of the epidemic spreading 
throughout the country? 

Mr P. Maaon. With regard to pay a committee lias already been appoint¬ 
ed to consider the matter They will be collecting evidence of'every kind, and 
enquire into this question, which I may say is one of extreme complication and 
they will be reporting, 1 should imagine, sometime during the summer by which 
time, I hope, that there will be another Government to consider their report 

Mr. M. Asaf All May I know whether the Government is prepared 
to lefer the whole of this question to the Defence Consultative Com¬ 
mittee which was proposed only yesterday Let the Defence Consultative 
Committee consider the whole question in its entirety and advise the Govern¬ 
ment as to what steps they should take undei the circumstances As the Gov¬ 
ernment is not handling the situation properly, and it is being resented 
throughout the country as fai as I know I want close association of the repre¬ 
sentatives of the country—of representatives of this House—with the whole of 
this question Let the Defence Consultative Committee take up the whole 
matter and thrash it out 

Mr P. Mason I agree, it is an excellent idea that the Defence Consulta¬ 
tive Committee should discuss this matter thoroughly 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I a-k the Honourable Member to 
give an assurance that none of the strikers will be victimized? 

Mr. P. Mason 1 If by ‘victimized’ the Honourable Member means punished, 

1 could not give such an assurance 

Dlwan Ghaman Lall \s the Honourable Membei considers the suggestion 
made by my Honourable friend, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, to be am 
excellent one, may I know whether he is prepared to let this House know, and 
how soon, whethei that suggestion has been accepted by Gvernment’ 

Mr. P Mason Yes, Sir 

Diwan Ghaman Lall, How soon? 

Mr. P. Mason As soon as I know 

Mr President. The next three questions may be put one by one, and then 
the War Secretary will answer them together as they deal with the same 
matter 
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Strike on H M I S Talwar at Bombay 

Seth Yusuf AbdooU Haroon. Will the War Secretary pleaBe state 

(a) since when the strike started in HM IS Talwar at Bombay, 

(b) whether the Government has made any enquiry into the matter, 

(c) whether the Government contemplate appointing any enquiry committee 
to find out the reasons for this strike, 

(d) whether it is a fact that the strike in H M I S Talwar was due to some 
of the ratings bung arrested, 

(e) whether it is a fact that these arrests followed because of the trainees 
shouting political slogans and the I N A slogans, 

(f) whether it is a fact that they weie harshly treated and given severe 
punishment, 

(g) if the answers to (d) to (f) are in the affirmative, what action Govern¬ 
ment contemplate taking, 

(h) whether the strike m HM1S Talwar was due because of rigorous 
punishment awarded to some of the ratings on account of their interest in poli¬ 
tical matters, 

(i) whether it is a fact that the Officers in Charge of the Establishment were 
unduly and unjustly rude to them, ind 

(j) what action Government contemplate taking against the officeis, in ques¬ 
tion > 

Strike on H W I S Tai war at Bombay 

Mr M. H Masam Will the Wai Secretary be pleased to state 

(a) whether it is a fact that on the evening of the 17th February. 1946, 
ratings of the H M / S Talwar of the Royal Indian Navy stopped drawing 
then rations and on the morning of the loth struck work, 

(b) whether the cause of their action was the insulting and abusive language 
used b\ Commanding Officer King of the H M I 8 Talwar on the 15th instant, 

(c) whether on and after the 18th instant the ratmgb in the other units and 
establishments in Bombay of the Koval Indian Navy also desisted from drawing 
their rations and joined in the strike, 

(d) whethei latiugs of ships at sea have also joined in the strike, 

(e) whether the number of strikers now exceeds 15,000, 

(f ) whether all the stnkeis have jointly set up a Central Naval Strike Com¬ 
mittee to negotiate with the authorities for the redress of their grievances and 
th-i settlement of the dispute, 

(g) whether tho grievances include— 

(l) insulting and abusive language used by Commander lung ot the H M I S 
Talwar, 

(n) bad treatment generallv by officers, 

(in) arrest and punishment of two of their members for expressing their poli¬ 
tical sympathies, 

(iv) bad quality of food, 

(v) delays m demobilisation and uncertainty of future employment, 

(vi) fresh recruitment of British personnel, and 

(h) what measures Government have taken and are taking to remove the 
grievances of the ratings and to secure an amicable termination of the dispute? 

Royal Indian Navy Trouble in Bombay and Karachi 

Mr I> P. K&rmarkar • Will the War Secretary please state whether he has 
any information and, if so, what, regarding the Royal Indian Navy trouble* In 
Bombay and Karachi ? 
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Mr. P Mason Sir, I have thiee questions on this subject and two of them 
are of some length If you give me permission, Sir, I propose to reply by a 
lengthy statement in which I will state the information that we have up-to- 
date on the whole subject * 

Mr President Yes, the Honouiable Member may 

Mr. P Mason On Monday the 19th of Febiuary, at 12-00 hours, that is 
mid day serious trouble broke out in H M I S Talwar, the R I N Signal 
School in Bombay All ratings, except Chief Petty Officers and Petty Officers 
refused duty and refused tc listen to their officers The establishment includes 
about 1,100 latmgs The Flag Officer, Bombay at once took over charge ot this 
establishment himself and visited it, but he was unable to find out that day 
what mens gnevances were The Flag Officer Bombay carne to the conclusion 
howevei that the Commanding Officer of the H M I S Talwar, should be 
replaced and he was replaced by i senior and very experienced officer 

On Tuesday 19th February, the trouble spread to the R I N Depot and 
Castle Barracks, Bombay, and the ships in Bombay Harbour There was con¬ 
siderable lowdyism in the streets and the civil police made some arrests of 
ratings involved in acts of violence During the course of this day, the Flag 
Officer, Bombay, visited Talwar and he met, fourteen ratings who came forward 
as leaders or spokesmen, and then for the first time he found out, what the 
demands of the men were They were as follows — 

(1) No victuni7ation of the so-called strikers 

(2) The release of R K Singh, telegraphist from Arthur Road prison imme¬ 
diately , 

(3) Speedy demobilization according to age and service groups with reasonable 
peace-time employment, 

(4) Immediate disciplinary action against Commander King for his behaviour 
and insulting language used by him to the personnel of Talwar 

(5) The best class of Indian food 

(6) Royal Navy scales of pay, family allowances and travelling facilities and 
the use of Navv, Armv and Air Force Institute Stores 

(7) No kit to be taken back from R I N personnel at the time of release 

(8) Immediate grant of war gratuity and Treasury pay on men being released 

(9) Good behaviour of officers towards the lower deck men 

(10) Quicker regular promotion of the lower deck men to officers and all new 
officers coming fiom abroad to be stopped 

* (H) A new Commanding Officer for the Signal School Commander Cole, 
who had been the previous Commander to be reappointed 

(12) All demands were to be decided by the authorities concerned through a 
national leader whose name would be given 

The fourteen ratings also wished to make a protest to the Government of 
India regarding (a) I N A policy (b) firing on the public in various places and 
(c) the use of Indian troops m the Middle East and Near East 

On the 19th February some 120 ratings m Calcutta staged, what was described 
as a sit-down mutiny with somewhat similar demands During the night 160 
ratings led by an officer proceeded from Marve to Bombay and tried to break into 
the Central Communications office They were not successful and were locked 
up on their return to Marve On Wednesday, 20th February there was no 
serious rioting during the morning although the streets were crowded with ratings 
who refused to do their duty or obey orders The Flag Officer, Bombay, issued a 
message in the afternoon which was read verbally to all establishments and 
ships’ companies by their Commanding Officers and announced in the harbour 
by loud hailers This ordered all ratings to be in their ships or establishments 
•by 16-80 after which any found outside would be liable to be arrested 
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[Mr P Mason] , 

By this time the mutiny had spread to other establishments in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Bombay but in these establishments the ratings were not, and Btm are 
not, using violence It is notable also that the dockyard workmen have relused 
to join m the trouble 


On the 21st February, at 21-40 hours, ratmgs who in accordance with the 
arrangements of the 20th were confined to their barracks, began to try to bre 
out of their barracks and a Guard from the Maharatta Light Infantry who had 
been posted on the Barracks were compelled to open fire which they did witn 
single shots The Guard was stoned by the ratmgs who then obtained rifles and 
ammunition and returned their fare Shortly afterwards a report was received 
that ships m the harbour were raising steam m oder to hoist the ammunition for 
the four inch guns Rifle fire from the ships to the shore continued during the 
morning and a few rounds of light shell fire, I think from Derlikons, which fire 
small shells, were fired towards the town One small shell caused injuries to 
several civilians 


At 14 30 houis, the Flag Officer, Bombay, proceeded to the dockyard and 
met the leaders of the mutineers to whom he gave a very serious warning, telling 
them that no conditions other than unconditional surrender would be accepted, 
that the troops would in no circumstances be withdrawn and that overwhelming 
force would be biought to beat if the mutim < rs pusisted m tlieir present attitude 
The Flig Officer Commanding broadiast about the same lime a me'-sag , which 
probabU all Membcis have seen m the newspapers tins morning 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar A threat 


Mr M Jt Mas am , It is a disgrace 

Diwan Chaman Lall Offeung r o blow up the Navy 


Mr P Mason After that the c„ase fire ordei was hoisted and there was not 
more firing from the ships during the afternoon but later in the day there were 
sporadic outbursts of firing m the Castle Barracks area There are, however, 
indications that the situation is still very serious An outbreak of indiscipline of 
this kind cannot be regaided m the same way as a trade dispute and must be 
dealt with firmly although not vindictively Of the demands of the men, that 
for improvement m the quality of food was met as soon as it was made known, 
although the standard of rations m this service is already considerably above th* 
Army standard 


Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Wretched quality 
Mr P Mason I have seen the food itself 
Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. Did you take that food 
Mr. President' Order, order. Let the Honourable Member finish 


Mr. P. Mason* Of the other demands, those relatmg to individual officers 
and men are being enquired into No one has yet heard what it is that 
Commander King is supposed to have said He himself is quite definite that 
he used no insulting language The question is however bemg enquired into 
Nor is it known in Delhi what was the charge agamst R K Smgb Telegraphist 
Dutt was dismissed from service for writing slogans on H MIS Tulwar This 
is a simple disciplinary action and no servioe can proceed if the acts of 
Commanding Officers are to be called m question by ratmgs Of the remaining, 
demands those which appear to be the most important relate to rates of pay and 
gratuity As 1 have already explained in connection with the R I A F the 
rates of pay in this service as m the Air Force are considerably higher than those 
in the Indian Army If you raise the pay of the Navy you would certainly have 
to raise the pay of the Army with inevitable repercussions on the wage level 
throughout the countiv I put it to the House that it is at present impossible 
with India s finances for her to accept the proposal that the wages of Indian 
servicemen should be raised to the level of the British service which are related 
to the wage levels m the United Kingdom If such a demand were to be 
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accepted, it would mean that the size of the armed forces would have to be very 
considerably reduced 

In the light of this general statement, I tum to the detailed question 

Before that I would like to give some more recent news which has come in 
this morning 

Seth YuSuf Abdoola Haroon. The Honourable Member has not referred to* 
Karachi 

Mr F Mason 1 am going to do that 

Here is a leport fioin Kaiachi received this morning Himalaya, that is the 
Gunnery School, Ghamak that is the Badar School, and Bahadur which is one 
of the two Boys’ Training Establishments, and all thiee of which are on Manora 
Island, are quiet although they are affected It remains to be seen if they return 
to their duties this morning They were addressed last night and received the 
address of their Commanding Officer in a reasonable spmt The sloop Hindustan 
is in the hands of the mutmeeis Ir has a personnel of about 300 ratings The 
position regarding this ship was that yesterday a number of ratings from the shore 
establishments tried to reach the ship They reached the slap and my informa¬ 
tion, which is slightlv ditieicnt irom tint of the press—but I am not quite sure 
which is light as I have not had my information confirmed -is that military 
police wmt to the ship to anest those who had left the shoie ^stablisliinciits to 
go to the ship and they were fired on from the ship They theii ittuined the 
fire of the ship and thereupon the Hindustan opened fire with all her guns 'ihe 
firing lasted about ten minutes This morning the Hindustan ’s oerthed along¬ 
side and Commodore Curtis, who is the naval o&cei m charge, is going to the 
ship this morning m a final attempt to make them see leason If they do not, 
force will have to be used The shore establishment, Dilawar, another boys’ 
training establishment at Karachi, which is on the mainland 13 unaffected 
Anothei snore establishment lalsura, the Torpedo School is also unaffected All 
small aims and ammunition have been removed from the Manowi cstiblish- 
nients aid it is expected that these establishments will return to duty-today 
Commodore Cuitis spoke to them last night and he leceived whut is described 
as an “ovation ’ That is the position m Karachi 

The latest news from Bombay is that by 8 o’clock last night all available small 
arms and ammunition at Castle" Barracks were surrendered to the naval officers 
who entered the barracks The ratings m the dockvard and ships still have arms. 
There was much talk between the ships by signal during the night This is a 
point to which I would draw the particular attention of the House It appeared 
from these radio signals between ships that there are two parties among them 
The majority of the mutmeeis were impressed by the warning given to them-by 
the Flag Officer Commanding the Royal Indian Navy and by the Flag Officer, 
Bombay, and would like today to come to terms There is, however, a small 
party, who advocate continued violence They bay that the support of all political 
parties is behind them therefore they should proceed in their attempt They 
say that the case is going to be discussed today in what they refer to as ‘ParEa- 
ment’, which I think may mean the Assembly 

Mr. M. Asaf All (Delhi General) When they say ‘Parliament’, why do you 
imagine it means the Assembly? 

Mr. P. Mason It is only a surmise 

Mr. M Asaf All: You would do well to leave that out 

Mr. P Mason* Very well There was a little noting m the city durmg the 
night, which, I do not think arose out of these disturbances as it does not appear 
that the ratings were taking part m it I think the goondas of the city were 
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taking pait m it One sub-lieutenant of the R 1 N V R was killed by a bullet 
There was no wide-spread disturbance at Bombay and the ships were hying the 
‘Cease Fire' flag In all the shore establishments the situation is that the 
majority of the men are in the establishments and are quiet but are refusing work 
Karachi, I have given you the position At Jamnagar, Vahuia the torpedo 
School, is unaffected Cochin is unaffected Madras 80 ratmgs marched 
through the streets in sympathy with the Bombay men but returned quietly to 
their barracks on the advice of their officers Vizagaputam The position is the 

same as in Madras 150 ratings dt monslrated but leturned quietly Calcutta 
Four hundred ratings still retuse to work In Delhi, about which my friend asked, 
39 men yesterday refused duty and were arrested That is the news I have 
Perhaps it would help the House if I read out the whole question part by 
part and repeat the answer 

Fust Question —(a) When the strike started > 

This has been answered 

(b) Whether Government made any enquiry and (c) whether Government 
contemplato appointing anv enquiry committee 


Answer to (b) and (c) The first thing is for the men to return to duty When 
this has been done a full enquiry will be held 

(d) Whether it is a fact that the strike was due to some of the ratmgs bemg 
arrested (e) whethei it is a fact that these arrests followed because of the 
trainees shouting political slogans and the 1 N A slogans 

Answer One of the causes alleged by the men, though I should say I do not 
believe it, is the punishment of two men, R K Singh and P C Datta but this 
does not appear to be the main cause 

(f) whether it is a fact that they were harshly treated and given severe punish¬ 
ment (g) and the action Government contemplate taking (h) whether the strike 
was due because of rigorous punishment awarded to some of the ratings, (i) 
whether it is a fact that the officer in charge was unduly and unjustly rude to 
them and (j) what action Government contemplate taking against the officers m 
question 

The answer to all these points is that the information is not available at 
present but the matter will be enquired into fully as soon as the ratmgs return to 
work 


Second Question —(a) the date on which the ratmgs struck work (b) v hether 
the cause of their action was the insulting and abusive language used by 
Commander King (c) whetliei on and after the 18th instant the ratmgs m the 
other units and establishments ceased work—I have answered that— (d) 

whether ratings of ships at sea have also joined in the strike 

Answer No, Sir As far as is known, none 

(e) Whether the number of strikers now exceeds 15,000 

Answer It is rather less than 12,000 

(f) Whether all the strikers have jointly set up a Central Naval Strike Com¬ 
mittee 

Answer Yes, Sir 

(g) and (h) refer to grievances, which I have explained at length 

(h) asks what measures Government have taken To that the answer is 
that a full enquiry will be made as soon as the men have returned to work 

Mr M R Masani- Will the Honourable Member kindly state if it is a faot 
that, as leported in the Free Press Journal of Bombay of February I9th the 
language used bv Commander King to his ratings included phrases like “sons 
of coolies’’ and “sons of bitches”? 


, “ r , P 1 ha ™ n ° fc ® ee ? thafc re P ort but as I said, the question of what 

d 7v! f b if mq T ed int0 and Ih being inquired into and he himself i s quite 
positive that he used no insulting language 4 
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Hr M. AMf All: I recognise, after the long statement the Honourable the 
War Secretary, has made on the floor of the House and the information he has 
given, that the situation is extremely grave We would therefore be most reluct¬ 
ant to say or do anything which might make the situation, which is already bad, 
worse It is not a suitable occasion for questions, quick-firing replies and retorts 
it is a matter which requires deep, deliberate and very serious consideration 
Therefore, as my suggestion has already been characterised by the War Secretary 
as an excellent one, my suggestion being that the whole question should be 
referred immediatetly to the Defence Consultative Committee, I feel that a 
definite assurance should be given to us on that point, and pending the deter¬ 
mination of these issues under the advice of the Defence Consultative Com¬ 
mittee, till other action should be suspended, whether it is in the nature of 
immediate steps that the Government now propose to take or others I say so 
for a very good reason —I hope I shall be excused for making this statement—I 
eay so because the situation is becoming more and more grave every moment 
I see the following reports in the newspapers The War Secretaiv has referred 
to Vice-Admiral Godfrey’s broadcast Let me tell him that but for certain 
poitions of that broadcast, I would not have given notice of the fdjournment 
motion which I have given to him The words he used were 

"To continue the struggle u the height of folly when you take into account the over¬ 
whelming forces at the disposal of the Government at this time and which will be used to 
their utmost, even if it means the destruction of the Navy of which we have been so proud’’ 

I want the House to note the words “even if it means the destruction of the 
navy of which we have been so proud” On top of that has come another piece 
of news from London to this effect 

"Certain vessels of the Royal Navy are proceeding towards Bombay, said Mr 
C R Atlee, Prime Minister in the House of Commons today after Mr Henderson Stewart 
had moved adjournment of the House on a matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
grave extension of mutiny among a section of the Royal Indian Navy" 

The broadcast of Vice Admiral Godfrey and this item of news point to a very 
serious situation, namely, that the British forces are going to be used to 
destroy the Indian navy Is that a situation which we can contemplate with 
equanimity? We cannot, the army is ours, the navy is ours The Ind an fighting 
forces are ours, we want to.maintain them intact, and therefore the sooner we 
can bnng about a peaceful situation the .better There oan be some objection to 

political parties outside the House interesting themselves m this affair But 
there can be no objection to the Defence Consultative Committee, on which 
would be represented the various parties as well, taking notice of this question and 
advising the War Department to take proper action in the circumstances Let 
us»be seized of the whole question, let us go into the whole matter, and let us 
see how we can bnng about what may be both m the interests of the country 
itself and these three services After all we want to maintain a good fighting 
machine, but at the same lime we want to maintain a patriotic army, we do not 
want a purely mercenary army It mav be a good ideal for those who want to 
use such a machine, a mercenary machine—I do not wish to use that term m 
any derogatory sense whatsoever, I am using that term in a particular context 
and with great reluctance I can assure vou that I dislike using that expression 
But I wqnt to make it perfectly clear that the country will certainly back its 
army right down to the last man only if the army is patriotic, and I also make it 
perfectly clear that I would not like to see the army torn by party politics That 
I want to make perfectly clear That is not our objective But at the same 
time I say, do not mishandle the situation Please let us look into the whole 
question carefully, and in the meantime do not take any action which may make 
matters worse 

Hr. P. Wson: On behalf of Government I agree to the proposal that the 
Defenee Consultative Committee should consider this as soon as possible The 
only point I would make is what exactly is meant by as soon as possible I 
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suggest it should be, by agreement between the War Department and the re¬ 
presentatives on that committee of the parties with the largest number of mem¬ 
bers or whoever they may like . 

Prof. K a. Range: And in the meanwhile all reprisals should be stopped 

Mr. President: So I understand the position now to be that, in view of what 
has fallen from the Honourable the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party and 
also from what has been said by the War Secretary, there is no occasion now to 
have any supplementary questions over this short notice question 1 entirely 
share that view , and the delicate situation need not be mishandled by any kind 
of discussion, which may not be, after all, necessarily conducive to a peaceful 
Settlement of the whole question Then what about the adjournment motions? 

~ /v 

Mr. M. Asa! All (Delhi General) The object of the adjournment 'motion of 
which I gave notice was exactly the same The terms in which I couched it were 
as follows 

'‘ M in n Miallm Kar a—(Nominated.— N o n Official )— With r ofom n e e—to—ttw* 

"To discuw a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely , the grave situation 
that has arisen in respact of the Indian Navy, affecting practically the whole of it, at a 
result of mishandling by the immediate authorities concerned" 

I made a point of putting the adjective “immediate” there—immediate 
authorities concerned The statement we have here from the War Secretary 
makes it perfectly clear that the situation was mishandled in the beginning Had 
it not been mishandled in the beginning, the more serious developments would 
not have taken place It is perfectly obvious to my mind that the fire of 
grievances was smouldering, and it is an amazing thing that thoBe who were 
immediately in charge of the situation did not take notice of those things it is 
a matter of two months since a certain arrest took place of R K Singh—it was 
about two months ago that R K Singh was arrested and the authorities did 
not even know of it They are still waiting to find out why be was arrested, 
and what were the actual causes of his arrest That shows how utterly ignorant 
the immediate authorities were on that occasion, they did not realise 

Mr P. Mason (Government of India Nominated Official) May I explain 
on a point of fact? What I said was that we in Delhi did not know why he was- 
arrested or why he had been punished, because there has been a considerable 
measure of decentralisation in all these matters affecting the armed forces, 
otherwise this General Headquarters would have to be even more vast than it la 
now 

Mr. M. Asal Ah: I accept the explanation of the Honourable Member 
What I am trying to point out >s that the immediate authorities w)io were in. 
charge of the navy, particularly of those units, where these incidents took place, 
were utterly ignorant of the feelings of their men It is the most amazing thing, 
and if you ask me it is a monstrously scandalous thing that the authorities who 
ought to know the feelings of their men from moment to moment were not aware 
of the fact that political feelings were running high, the political feelings of the 
men who were there, and they took action which set a match to the whole 
situation, and when the conflagration started they started taking action What 
is the meaning of all this? This was followed by another arrest of Datta, the 
chief telegraphist 

Hr. P. Mason: Ordinary telegraphist 

Mr Ml> Asaf All: Whoever it may be—that took place some time ago Even 
that was not quite such a serious grievance, when subsequent events developed 

With regard to the attitude which C O King adopted whatever may be 
the information of the Government here, our information is that he misbehaved 
hitnselfin many wavs—the wav he handled the men, the way he spoke to the 
men Has language was atrocious axd that brought about the beginning of the 
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strike Even then it was possible to deal with the situation a little more tact¬ 
fully find discreetly It was not done and when the trouble spreads, they 
suddenly bring down their guns and want to blow up the whole Navy (Inter¬ 
ruption) • 

I am not thinking m terms of money I am thinking in terms of feeling, 
in terms of humanity, in terms of my country Money is of no consequence to 
me I am thinking of the deeper feelings of the country I am thinking of the 
general effect it is going to have throughout the East Do they realise that 
today we find the whole 'East absolutely aflame We know what is happening 
in Cairo, in Egypt, in Indonesia Don’t they see a family res. mblence ,n all 
these ? These are not of our creation It is the creation of the last five years of 
war and we ought to take note of them Are they so unimaginative that they 
cannot realise that a new world has arisen We are going through a travail and 
it is through this travail that we have got to steer our bark as carefully as 
possible This highhanded attitude will not do Wc must take note of the new 
feelings m the world and m view: of these facts, I suggest that although I have 
given notice of this adjournment motion, I will not press it today, provided what 
I have said is carried out, namely, that a peaceful settlement of the whole thing 
is decided upon as a matter of principle and in the meanwhile let the Defence 
Consultative Committee be consulted and let these people be informed that the 
whole question is being referred to the representatives of the people m consulta¬ 
tion with whom the War Department will formulate its policy of the future 
Let them be informed about this I even go to the length of saymg, if the 
House agrees and if the House will allow me, that I am prepared to go and have 
a talk with these people I am prepared to do that I do not lay it down as a 
condition or anything of that sort I have already made a suggestion Let that 
suggestion be carried out and I hope the whole thing will be controlled in an 
amicable manner and in these circumstances I shall not move my adjournment 
motion 

S hVaw p ih ib D T nrnn~ftT B om ba y anu R t hachi at R I 
Li j on mm p. nt -m o t i q n b efore the H o use - 1 - f e A l 

Mr President* There is no adjournment motion before the House now 

I want to know what the Honourable Member meant by 'not pressing the 
motion’ t 

Mr M Asaf Ali I shall not move it today, pending what arrangements are 
going to be made 

Shri Sarat Ohandra Bose (Calcutta Non-Muhammadan Urban) After what 
my Honourable friend Mr Asaf All said, it is hardly necessary for me to say 
more than a few words The position is serious beyond words, and we on this 
side of the House feel that it has been bungled by persons who ought not to 
have been placed in the positions they have been placed But I entirely agree 
with my Honourable friend Mr Asaf Ali, the Deputy Leader of my Party, that 
we should not say anything today which might make the situation more difficult 
At the same time I feel, Sir, that having regard to the latest news that we have 
got, that the situation has worsened m Bombay and also in Karachi, we cannot 
be a party to dropping the adjournment motion altogether I therefore have a 
suggestion to make following what Mr Asaf All said just now If is open to you 
either to fix a time today or fix a time on Monday next If you leave the matter 
open, we shall study the situation carefully and come up before you again with 
our suggestions as to whether the adjournment motion should be taken up m the 
House and if so when it should be taken up 

Mr. P. Mason: I donot think, it is correct to say that the situation has 
worsened I believe by yesterday evening the situation was very much better 

PlOf. N. G. Banga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Burst) What 
is the situation no*? 
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Mr. P. Mason: It is very much better I think there is very good hope of a 
reasonable solution being reached in the course of today I can quite under¬ 
stand my friend not wanting to withdraw his motion It might mean that ha 
would be told on Monday, that the matter was no longer urgent, but the Gov¬ 
ernment will not oppose the taking up ot the motion on Monday if the matter is 
considered urgent 

Mr. President Then I understand that the Honourable Member, Mr Asaf Alb 
wants the motion to be admitted but agrees that the consideration may be post¬ 
poned 

Mr M Asaf All. That is exactly my position 

Mr President. The motion is in order It has to be admitted I admit 
it but the discussion of it will take place on Monday I think that will satisfy 
the Honourable Member 

Mr M. Asa! All: Thank you 

Mr. M E. Masani (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) May I know 
what happens to my adjournment motion > 

Mr. President. It is the same motion 9 

Mr. M. K. Masam Before you come to a decision on that, may I be allowed 
to say something on this matter’ 

Mr President. So far as admissibility is concerned, I wish to make my posi¬ 
tion clear Both of thc.m deal with the same subject What the Honourable 
Member wishes to say with reference to his adjournment motion can be said 
during the course of the discussion of the other adjournment motion 

Mr M E. Masani . There may be certain circumstances which might make it 
more desirable that this matter should be brought up again at 4 o’clock today 
A suggestion has been made by my Leader and Deputy Leader, and I am natur- % 
ally m their hands It was decided that the Consultative Committee would be 
seized of the matter The Honourable the War Secretary thought that the 
matter may be amicably settled by the evenmg If that is the case, I should 
have thought that the more desirable procedure would be to fix the motion of 
my Honourable friend Mr Asaf All for this afternoon and to request the Consul¬ 
tative Committee to meet in the meanwhile and tb come to this House with an 
agreed solution I am told that the Committee is not even constituted I 
confess I feel very embarrassed at the procedure suggested 

While I naturally defer to the decision of my leaders, I do feel that m view of 
the threats of force and violence held out against our ratings, it is undesirable 
that we should keep silent while action is being taken against our mem In 
this moming’b newspaper, I find that the British Parliament is gomg to be seized 
of the matter today If the British Parliament can discuss this matter without 
insecurity to the Empire or to the armed forces, I find it difficult to understand 
why the Assembly of this country, to which the Navy in question belongs, 
should be considered a danger if it discusses this matter At the same time, the 
British Parliament is interested in an entirely different point of view That 
being the case, I do ask mv Leader and Deputy Leader whether some way can 
not be found of bringing up this matter this afternoon The motion can be 
tabled for the evening, but it may or may not be pressed at the time This 
procedure will certainly be more in the national interest as well as fairer to 
these men whose point of view has not been mentioned at all 

My Honourable friend the War Secretary has been very fair He has given 
a factual statement and I know he has done his best in an impartial and detached 
way, but naturally his information is all one sided and the 12 or 16 thousand 
men involved have also a say in the matter 

The word ‘mutiny’ has been used to browbeat us After all there have 
been other mutinies in our history and we have come to be proud of them 



MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 13# 

Prof. H. G. Bang*: There will be many more 

XT. M. B. Xasani: I want to urge that there ib another side to this question 
and I trust that an opportunity will be given to representatives in this House to 
discuss it 

Xr. President* I quite appreciate the Honourable Member’s point of view. 

„ But there are many hurdles The first is that his adjournment 
oow motion comes next in the order to the adjournment motion of the 
Honourable the Deputy Leader and no two adjournment motions can be taken 
up on one single day That is the first hurdle which it is impossible to cross 
over As regards the other point it is not for me to enter into any arguments 
But the Honourable Member himself has said that the pomt of view of the 
British Parliament in discussing an adjournment motion is entirely different 
from and perhaps contradictory to the pomt of view which this House may 
have Theiefore, it is better not to have a discussion so long as there is a hope 
of a settlement The Defence Consultative Committee will be constituted on 
the 26th and that is also another reason I suggest that it may be put off for 
Monday But consultations may go on informally between Members and, if 
necessary, it may be put off even after Monday unless something happens in the 
meanwhile which compels—I shall not say the mover—but the Deputy Leader 
to press his motion on Monday 

Mr M R Masani* If the Defence Consultative Committee meets on the 
26th I fail to understand how on Monday we shall be in a better position to 
discuss the matter 

Mr President The question need not be argued further 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddln Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham¬ 
madan Rural) Sir, you have given a nil ng and it bo* been accepted Where 
is the,need for the Honourable Member to discuss it further? 

Mr. President It is therefore that I say that no further discussion is 
necessary 

Mr Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants Chamber and Bureau Indian Com¬ 
merce) Sir, the word ‘‘mutineers” should be dropped by the War Secretary in 
the interests of peaceful settlement According to himself there is only a small 
fringe of men who are affected, but he has constantly used in his statement the 
word “mutineers” for these boys I suggest that in the interests of peaceful 
settlement, of which we are all anxious and of which he is himself anxious, 
the use of the word “mutineers” as applied to these boys may not be made 

*Mr. P Mason I have two points to make on that, Sir The first pomt, Sir, 
is a technical one Anyone who refuses to do his duty is a mutineer In regard 
to the second point, since vve are not going to discuss it further, I won’t use the 
word any more today 

Pandit Govind Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) In view of the whole situation, is it not possible for us to decide 
that we meet tomorrow morning again instead of on Monday so that, if there 
be need, we might take this up for discussion? 

Mr President Tomorrow is earmarked for Bretton-Woods, unless it falls 
through 

Pandit Govind Malaviya. It has fallen through 

Xr. President. Then we have a holiday 

Pandit Govind Xalaviya: I do not wish to suggest anything to upset the 
arrangement which has been agreed to But in view of the urgency and the 
importance of the matter, is it not possible that we should forego our holiday 
tomorrow and meet here so that, if the situation is such that something has to 
be done immediately, we might discuss it? Otherwise we might adjourn 

Xr. President; The House does not seem to be inclined to sit on'Saturday. 
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Moreover it is better to take it on Monday as, in the mpanwbd£, mqre informa¬ 
tion will be available as to how far the negotiations have progressed and what 
the facts are There need not be any further discussion or point of order Is it 
certain that we are not meeting tomorrow for discussing Bret ton Woods? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (Finance Member) No We have 
agreed that Saturday should be a holiday and we need not determine today as 
to when the Bretton-Woods discussion is to take place 

THE RAILWAY BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS 
Second Stage 
Demand No I —Railway Boabd 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Railways and War Trans¬ 
port) I propose to move Demand No 1 Sir, I move 

“That a sum not exceeding Re 33,74,000 be granted to the Governor Genetal in Council 
to defray the chaiges which will come in couise of payment during the 'ear ending the 31st 
day of March, 1947, in respect of ‘Railway Boaid’ ” 

Mr President’ Motion moved 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 35,74,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to oeiiay the charges which will come in couise of payment during the year ending the 5Lt 
day of March, 1947, in respect of ‘Railway Board’ ” 

Before the cut motion is formally moved, I should like to know as to whether 
Honourable Members would not like to have a time limit for each cut motion 
There are, I understand, six cut motions and two days are allotted according to 
the agreement of parties Is it the desire of the House not to have any time- 
limit at all about any particular cut motion’ I am not referring to the time¬ 
limit for speeches, that is a different matter 

Shri S&tya Narayan 8inha (Darbhanga cum Saran Non-Muhammadan), We 
have got six out motions We will manage to have these cut motions go through 

Sir Mohammad Yamln Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Rural) It has 
been the practice in this House that when the time is given to a particular 
party and they move their cut motions, then they arrange for themselves as to 
when to ask for closure They should be allowed a free hand to ask for the 
closure whenever they like 

Mr President: The point is when once a cut motion is moved the whole 
House is in possession of it Therefore I wanted to know as to what procedure 
was to be followed Otherwise the position may be that only one cut motion 
will be discussed But if parties are willing to arrange it themselves, then it 
is all right 

Shri S&tya Narayan Slnha: We shall see that the cut motions which are 
allotted to our party are gone through 

Mr, President' I am not anxious that they should be all gone through I 
merely raised the point 

The House will now discuss the Demands for Grants in respect of Railways 

I understand that the time-table agreed to by all the Parties and Unattached 
Members in regard to the moving of Cut Motions has been circulated to 
Honourable Membere 

As regards time limit for speeches, the usual practice has been to fix a limit 
of 15 minutes for all speakers including movers of the out motions and 20 minutes 
for the Government Member replying I trust this suits Honourable Members 
The Congress Party will now move their cut motions 

Mr Ladle Gwllt (Bombay European) Sir, before Mr Nepgy mores his 
cut motion, as’ ijuestform yere dispensed with this morning, may I know whether 
this convention is going to be followed for the remainder of the days during which 
the cut motiops Wjill be taken up? 
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unless all Honourable Members who have put questions are agreeable, we do not 
•drop the question hour But this morning, that point was considered and it 
was decided to drop the question hour for all the four days, and the House seemed 
to be agreeable for all the four days For all practical purposes, it may be taken 
that all Honourable Members will agree, and on each day I do not propose to 
put that question again unless some Member raises any objection 

Enquiry into present system, of management of Railwaxp 

Mr K 0 Neogy (Dacca Division Non Muhammadan Rural) Sir, in the 
tense atmosphere that prevails in the House, I venture to ask tor its indulgence 
for a few minutes in order to enable me to place before it the cut Motion that 
stands in my name Sir, T move 

“That the demand under the head 'Railway Board’ be reduced by Rs 100 ’’ 

I have sought to indicate the points that I propose to raise in moving this cut 
motion and they are as fo’lows 

Enquiry into the preaent system of management of Railwavs in its principal aspects, 
such as Control of the Legislature, Indianisation of the Railway Board and Railway Set vices, 
Railway Finances, Relations between the Railways and their customers, Railway pokey 
regarding development of the country, including Rates polity, and development of Railway 
industries ’ 

Sir, it is not possible for me to do justice to all the various points that I have 
indicated, m the few minutes at my disposal State management was decided 
upon at the instance of this legislature about 20 years ago, not without some 
amount of opposition from the government of the day Those of us who proposed 
the adoption of State management and state ownership of railways as a national 
policv, had before their minds eye, the vision of a vast co-operative organisation, 
exclusively owned, controlled and manned by the children of the soil and run 
exclusively for the benefit of the people Let me make the confession that we 
have failed to realise this dream Now that vye are assured that a popular Gov 
emment is just round the corner, I call upon the Government to render accounts 
of British stewardship of our railways Tt is with that view that I have ventured 
to occupy the attention of the House this morning Sir, the first point that 
naturally arises is as regards control exercised bv this House as representing the 
interests of the people for the running of the railway system We have been 
allotted fpur davs, apd we ate expected to vote about 200 crpres in the course of 
ahout id or 18 bourn and this amount is spread over nearly twenty different 
demands Tt is impossible therefore to claim that the legislature is doing justice 
to its responsibilities in thi«- matter It is true that the Standing Finance Copi 
mittee has considered the various items, but judging from my own personal 
experience m the past, it cannot he said that the Standing Finance Committee 
that goes into details of railwav expenditure can possibly do justice to the res¬ 
ponsibilities of its task Sir the present system is mainly based upon certain 
recommendations made by what is known as the Acworth Committee which re 
ported in 1920-21 While the Acworth Committee stated that it would be for 
$he Legislative Assembly to issue orders to the Railway Department—1 think the 
■words used are give orders to the railway executive—they also provided for 
detailed and effective influence being exercised over railway policy and railway 
management through different Advisory Councils One such, the principal orie, 
•namely, the Central Advisory Council, which has been constituted undfer a con¬ 
vention of this House, differs materially from the composition as also the func¬ 
tions that Were contemplated by the Acworth Committee I have no time to 
develop this point any further, but I do maintain that the usefulness of this 
body has been materially affected by the departure so made Likewise, the 
•composition and powers contemplated for the Local Advisory Committees are 
nothing like what they were contemplated by the Acworth Committee 'the 
Acworth Committee on the analogy erf such bodies m Prussia and Poland said 
that 'they would he serving as a vttal link between the people and the RailWaJr 
Wdrrvmistratioh' and would bung to" bear Upon the Railway administration ti»e 
view point of 4die public in regard to all important matters of railway administra¬ 
tion ■Jttissring- to <he> bodies ofc the Continent, they said they had ho powers. 
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but really they had great power I should like to know from those Honourable 
Members who are on the Central Advisory Council, who may have sat on that 
body for more than a year or so, as to whether they answer that description. 
Sir, intimately connected with the question of the control of the legislature is 
the question of Indiamsation of control Honourable Members are aware that 
this is covered by the financial convention, the convention under which railway 
finances were separated from general finances, and this is the clause relating to 
this matter 

1 Thu Assembly further recommends that the railway aervicea should be rapidly Indiamsedl 
and further that Indians should be appointed as Members of the Railway Board as early 
as possible ” 

I should like the House to note that the word 'members’ is used in the plural 
This was laid down on 20th September 1924, more than 20 years ago, not because 
the children of the soil has a natural right to man these high offices, but also 
because, those who had anything to do with the shaping of this Resolution (and 
I claim a very humble share in that) those of us who had any hand in this matter, 
felt that the success of State management of Railways was dependent upon 
the spirit in which the controlling authorities went about their business It is an 
irony of fate that we had to entrust State management to those who did not 
believe in it They had no community of interests with us There is thus a 
vital link between Indiamsation of the Railway Board and the higher services, 
and the separation of raihvav finances from general finance on which is based 
the entire system under which the State management is being worked 

Sn I understand the Honourable Member in charge said in the other House 
yesterday that the question of seniority has got to be considered When were 
questions of seniority considered in the past’ I remember that about six Indian 
officers have occupied the position of Members of Railway Board in the past, 
only one of whom actually sei\ed the full term, the others being more or less 
stop gaps I remember that in most of these cases, the question of seniority did 
not arise But I understand that is the plea on which the all-white character of 
the present Railway Board is sought to be justified Sir, I am told by my 
Honourable friends from Behar that the present General Manager of the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway owes his present position to the policy of supersession, super- 
session over Indians I understand that he was considered specially fit for this 
appointment because of the exploits in which he indulged after the August dis 
turbances of 1942 m shooting down Indians indiscriminately That is the 
technical qualification which I understand this Officer specially possessed 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall That is quite inaccurate 

Mr K. 0. Neogy to justify the supersession of Indian officers 

Sir, this is the spirit m which Indiamsation has been proceeding “Where 
there is a will, there is a way”, is a saying that applies not merely to the people, 
but also to Viceroys and Governments 

Sir, I have to run through the various other points that arise The utility 
of the railway services would primarily consist m the contribution that they 
might make towards the development of the country, and when the railway 
system is completely State-owned and State-managed that responsibility is very 
rnuih mcieased We have heard about the necessity of revising the financial 
Convention Before any revision of the Convention has to take place, we have 
first of all to determine what is to be the policy of the railways m India in future- 
And in this connection might I draw attention to the declaration of policy of the 
South African Railways, which lays great stress upon the development of the 
country, special mention being made of agriculture? It is on the basis of the 
policy which is to govern the Indian railway administration that the details 0# 
the future financial settlement have to be worked out Sir, it is a well-known 
faot that, far from helping in the development of the country, the railways by 
the adoption of an anti-Indian rates policy favoured in the past the exportation 
of raw materials from India and the importation of m anufac tured goods from 
•broad My Honourable fnend m his statement said that the rate structure waa 
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under careful examination It is not the structure that should determine the 
policy What I say is that the railways must adopt a national rates policy, and" 
it is on that policy that the structure should be based In that connection, T 
must give expression to my regret that the Railway Rates Tribunal as contem¬ 
plated by the Acworth Committee has been truncated m such a fashion as to lose' 
all its utility Now that the railways are State-owned and State-managed, the 
question of converting the so-called Rates Advisory Committee into a full-fledged) 
tribunal should be taken up without any further delay 

Sir, I shall briefly refer to the question of railway industries before I conclude. 
Mr. President. The Honourable Member has only two minutes more 
Mr K. O. Neogy: I will try to finish within two minutes The very first' 
Legislitive Assembly in 1921 stressed the necessity of making the railways self- 
sufficient m the matter of all the essential articles that they required, including; 
railway engines, and it is an irony of fate that after a quarter of a century wa- 
have to depend upon foreign countries for the supply of these essentials,—foreign 
countries including Australia which developed her heavy industries during thei 
last five war years And what is the position about the locomotive industry? 
My Honourable friend the Member m charge in his speech last year had assured- 
the House that the lay-out and equipment for the manufacture of locomotivea 
at Kanchrapara were being finalised, and so on Now, Just after one year had 
elapsed, the Chief Commissioner of Railways, speaking on the railway budget 
m the other House, said very much the same thing 

“Progriw i» being made with finalising the plane and estimates of the new locomotive 
building workshop in Kanchrapara ” 

But something more mysterious I have yet to place before the House, and 
that is this This is what I find m the report of the Standing Finance Committee 
for Railways of this year, page 65, m which m a memorandum it is stated that 
finalising of plans cannot proceed Here is a situation where the progress 
cannot proceed,—very typical of the Railway Department’s activities in many 
ways Sir, let the Honourable Member lemember that the bona-fide of the 
railway administration are in question, and let him also remember that if really 
there is going to be a change-over of Government, and if Government are gomg 
to hand over this great national asset to popular representatives, they are en¬ 
titled to ask for a review .of the past administration, and it is with that object 
that I move this cut motion, and my suggestion is that a committee of this 
House should be appointed to go into all these various aspects of railway adminis¬ 
tration under State-management with the help of experts, if necessary, and' 
then let us have a complete picture of how things have fared under British; 
management 

Mr President Cut motion moved 

‘ That the demand under the head ‘Railway Board’ be reduced by Rs 100 ’ 

Sir Mohammad Yam in Khan Sir, I support this motion and I agree with, 
the Honourable Mover on at least two points One is that a committee should 
be appointed at once to go into the whole question of railway administration and. 
railway finance As I hinted the other day in course of the general discussion, 
the picture looks very gloomy to me and a warning should be given to the House 
and to the railway administration before it is too late I think the matter re¬ 
quires serious attention and that attention could be given not by the Standing 
Finance Committee but by an ad-hoc committee with the help of experts, lf 
necessary, as suggested by my Honourable fnend Mr Neogy, to go into the 
question of future policy and future annual expenditure Unfortunately, as the 
House knows very well, the Standing Finance Committee have not got any 
power at all to initiate anything They only deal with matters which are placed’ 
before them and can make no suggestions about new matiers to be taken up. 
Their power relates only to things brought up before them, and to those new 
items of expenditure whicl^ are placed before them The other items of expendf- 

S e which have been sanctioned in previous years are taken for granted and 
y new additional expenditure can be scrutinised by the Committee In pash 
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years our expenditure has been going very high and we do not know whether it 
16 necessary at present to have that expenditure or not The Standing Finance 
Committee cannot say anything about this and so a committee of this House 
assisted by experts should go into this whole question I think, Sir, before it is 
too late a policy should be devised by which we could make our railways quite 
independent of the foreign countries and build our own engines, locomotives, 
rolling stock and everything else, instead of importing them from outside This 
was emphasised by me m a railway debate about ten years ago, and at that time 
the Railway Member Sir Muhammad Zafarullah Khan pooh poohed the idea 
But he did not know that this necessity will arise soon At that time he thought 
that my suggestion for building engines and so on in this country was too much 
of an exaggerated idea I w-arned him at tint time that if the war broke out, the 
Indian Railways would not be able to meet their requirements from abroad, but 
he thought that I was talking about something which was not likely to happen 
But it did happen within two or three venrs, and we found that our existing stock 
of engines became too old and either we could not get fresh stocks from abroad or 
we had to pav an exoibitant price for it Naturally the prices on account of 
war conditions went up as they did m this country But it was not so much 
the question of pnee as it was of availability, we could not get the rolling stock 
when we required it We had to export a lot of our rolling stock and engines for 
war needs, and we could not replace them Tf at that time we had our own 
factories where we could build engines and rolling stock, we would have been 
independent altogether Not only that, but we could have supplied to other 
countries, India would have become a market for these things instead of 
Europe and America being the markets Sir, if we require engines to a limited 
degree, there are many other countries which are buddipg new railways— 
countries like Burma, Indo-Chma, probably China, Persia, apd others—-and 
they will require so many locomotives every year which we can supply at com- 

S etitive prices At the same time we cap employ a large number of labourers 
killed labour will be available in this country and at a much cheaper rate than 
it is available in Europe or in America Therefore, I say that this policy of 
making the Indian railways independent of European countries and America 
in respect of engines and rolling stock, must be supported by eyeryone 

Sir, I agree with my Honourable friend, Mr Neogy, that the Advisory Com¬ 
mittees are not allowed that hand winch war contemplated by my Honourable 
fnend m 1924 The Provincial Advisory Committees, with the exception of 
one or two, have been practically monopohxed by trade interest, and they had 
no idea of what facilities should be provided for the travelling public, but mostly 
they were concerned with the particular trade in which they were interested, and 
they have been always advocating the cause of or getting the maximupi benefits 
for the trade in which they were interested So far as the development of Rail¬ 
ways was concerned, neither were they consulted nor were they keen to give 
pny advice For the last few years, the Central Advisory Committee has started 
sending its representative to the Local Advisory Committees, and Bince then the 
atmosphere has changed I had the honour to sit m mfmy Provincial Advisory 
’Committees, and wherever I went I found that they were sticking to the old 
ideas I had to change their procedure and methods and tried to bring them 
into line with the Central Advisory Committee and the Railway Board 
Even now there is a great deal of scope for improvement m this direction The 
‘Central Advisory Committee deals, as the Honourable Member knows, with very 
limited questions, and they cannot use their initiative 1 think Members of the 
•Central Advisory Committee should be given the power to bnng forward any 
points and to make apy suggestions that they wiBh to 

The Standing Finance Committee should also have mark powers, and tbfW 
powers should not be limited to deal with the items which are new but it shoyld 
••WfcBQd ito the budget as a whole Although it is sai<Hh»t the Committee papgdg 
hvrfget, bat may 14 ©H yepi when they receive R? Qnly a night before it JM 
^presented to the House It is impossible to go through au those books and 
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‘literature’ within a few hours And the whole thing is so complicated that I 
will bow before them if even members o£ the Railway Board can tell me what is 
contained in the Budget, they will not be able to explain where the item Is to be 
found They have to refer to many other books, which will not take days but 
weeks to go through before one can understand the idea of the Railway Budget 
As you know, Sir, the budget includes many items, and how can the Standing 
Finance Committee deal with them all m a day or in two hours time, this is 
practically impossible Then, Sir, it is taken for granted that because the 
Standing Finance Committee ten years ago agreed to a certain item, that it must 
find its place in the Budget this year also My Honourable friend, Mr Neogy, 
was verv ably advocating that we should not under the changing circumstances, 
let the time pass, but we should take cognizance of all the factors in order to 
develop our R nlwavs in the best manner possible I think the Railway Board 
has been failing in their dutv in this respect, and they have not been taking the 
Indians into their confidence 

Sir, I do not want to take any further time of the House With these few 
observations which I have made, I fully agree with my Honourable friend, and 
I give lum mv support 

Babu Ram Banyan Singh (Chota Nagpur Division Non-Muhammadan) 
Sir, T rise to support the cut motion so abh moved by mv worthy colleague, 
Mr Neogy Sir, it is an irony of fate that when all the world is resounding 
with the words, sounds, echos, and re-echos, of freedom and independence, we 
Indians, in this country, are talking of Indianization, this reform, and that 
reform in this department or in that department of the Government, because 
these departments, especially the Railway Board, are almost monopolized by 
the Britishers 

Sir, this Railway Board came into existence in 1903 In 1901, one Mr 
Thomas Robertson was asked by the Secretary of State for India to enquire 
into and report on the administration and working of Indian railways and also 
to suggest ways and means for their better management He made extensive 
tours in the country and studied the question very minutely In this connection 
he visited also Canada and the United States of America to study the railways 
there and as the result of, all these investigations, he submitted a report to the 
British Parliament in 1903 In that he suggested that a Board consisting of 
three Members ought to be established with full power to administer the railways 
of the country, subject, of course, to the control of the Governor General in 
Council Sir, he said that to begin with, the Board should consist of men of 
home training He had given his reasons, right or wrong—but to my mind 
Wrong for this his suggestion But he admitted that there was no want of 
Indians qualified for membership of this Board Now forty-three years have 
passed Several changes have come over the country Even the number of 
the Members of the Railway Board have increased from three to five But up 
till now no Indian has got any access to this Board 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthail- Question 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin A h m a d (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham¬ 
madan Rural) At present there is none 

Baku R*m Bar ay an Singh: The obstinacy with whioh the Britishers stick to 
the Railway Department reminds me of an incident which I witnessed in nwr 
boyhood One day, along with other companions I went to a nver side to catch 
fish As soon as we entered .the water and began fishing, one of my companions 
jumped out of the water crying, ‘‘Leech, leech” After he was out of the water, 
it was discovered that a leech had caught hold of one of his feet It was 
difficult to get rid of this leech In any way with difficulty it was removed 
from the foot but when the fellow began to throw it out, it was found ijbat the 
leach bad already got a hold on his nght hand When the right hand was 
freed, he found that the left hand was also caught This process of j ^ddanoe 
continued for some tune Then other people came to his hqlp, tfcd leach was 
thrown away 
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Stall Sri FnJou (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) What about the fish? 

Baba Bam Narayan Singh: Every Vine was confused with the trouble over 
the leech In the same way, let every Member in this House and all our 
countrymen outside it know that it is not a very easy task to get rid ot the 
Britishers We may get self-government, all the places on the Treasury 
Benches may be occupied by Indian representatives, but like the leech they 
will stick to other departments and it will be difficult for us to get nd of- these 
people from there 

Tha Honourable Sir Edward Benlhall Put salt on their tana 1 

Hr. President. Order, order The Honourable Member is perhaps now going 
to another point It is time for the House to adjourn The Honourable Member 
may continue his speech after lunch 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Quarter Past Two of the Clock, 

The Assembly re assembled after Lunch at Quarter Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) in the Chair 


Babu Ram Narayan Singh Sir, before the House dispersed for Lunch 
I was referring to the obstinacy with which the Bntisheis are sticking to the 
Railway Board This Railway Bourd is the watchdog to take cure of British 
commercial interests m this country The underlying policy in constructing 
the railways in this country was already framed and tills Railway Board was 
meant only to follow the policy strictly The first policy, so far as I understand 
and think, in constructing the Indian railways was to couuect all pait te of the 
country by a network of railways, so that British troops may be easily and 
speedily moved from one part of the country to another and the people may bo 
kept in perfect and permanent subjection At that time there was anxiety m 
British circles as to the outlets for the investment of Butish capital The 
constiuction of railways was regaided as a profitable outlet for the investment 
ti British capital These railways were also meant to carry British goods into 
tha interior of the country Sir, had the Railway Board meant to seive the 
country, they might have manufactured engines, wagons and all other 1 ulway 
materials long ago in this country But this is not the case Even now after 
so many years of British rule, the position is that all matenals necessary for 
the railways have to be purchased from their British cousins at home If you 
analyse the situation critically, you will find that railways are administered and 
worked simply to help the Bntish interests and in no way to help the interests 
of India In the construction of railways they do not care for the local interests- 
of the people Every where imperial purposes prevail In order to make 
thiB clear I may give the example of Chota Nagpur, a part of the province of 
Bihar There is no direct railway to connect Chota Nagpur with other parts 
of Bihar There are railway lines which pass through Cliota Nagpur but they 
are all meant for imperial purposes Even matters of ordinary local interest, 
are not attended to In North Bihar, Sitamarhi is an important sub-dmsional 
town There up and down trains come in the afternoon and are of very little 
use to the litigants and the general public For the good of the public some 
trains at least might be allowed to run m the morning 

Besides, the B N W R , now called the O T Railway has foi the last 
six years been managed by the Railway Board but all the corruptions, mis¬ 
managements and other disadvantages which were prevailing in the days of 
the company are still prevailing there This is the railway of which it can 
he very well said and it has been said many times, that in the trains there is 
no water, no light and no latnnes So far as the workers on the 0 T Railway 
are concerned, every thing which prevailed in the time of the company is 
continuing All the stations are rotten and even the station masters who were 
notorious for corruption and other things are there Even though this railway 
has been taken under the direct management of the Government there has 
been no improvement 
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There are many other things which*can be said as regards this Railway 
Department In short, I can say, as I have already said, that this Railway 
Board must go The administrative heads as well as all other posts must be 
manned by men of the country, who Have been bom and brought up in the 
country and who are permanently interested in the welfare of the country 
But these people who man the Railway Board now, and are administering the 
Railway Department are all foreigners and as I have said, they are the watch¬ 
dogs of British interests These are the matters which ought to be considered 
by the House and so far as I understand, no Indian member of this House will 
vote against the cut motion and I think even the Honourable the Railway 
Member also, who has taken the salt of this country so loDg, will support the 
cut-motion and will not challenge it With these words, Sir, I resume my seat 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa Muham¬ 
madan) Sir, the scope of the motion is wide enough but I do not propose to 
traverse on all aspects of the question that can be brought under this motion 
The mover has very ably expressed the anxiety of the Indian representatives 
to see that the Railway Board and the whole railway is Indiamsed, which will 
mean that it will be then only that we can really call it a national asset of this 
country We had this idea in our mind when we thought of nationalising the 
railways and as the Mover has pointed out, we feel disappointed up till now 
in this part But on this subject I want to say something more It is true 
that as Indians we have that grievance, but as a Muslim representative iny 
grievance is probably more than the others Unfortunately even as regards 
that much share m the Railway Board or m the higher services which has gone 
to the Indians the position of the Muslims remains most miserable You will 
notice from the figures supplied by the Railway Member that the percentage 
of the gazetted service Muslims is not more than 5 per cent , although pro¬ 
mises were made that we would get at least 26 per cent share in Railway 
Services 

Mr. President Order, order I would point out to the Honourable Member 
that that discussion will be more appropriate under cut motion No 9 the 
specific issue to be discussed there, is the non-observance of giving employment 
to Musbms in different categories and classes of Railway services according to 
the quota fixed for them He will then have an opportunity of specifically 
referring to these points 1 in detail 

Mr Muhammad Naum an: Yes, Sir I only wanted to refer to this parti- - 
cularly as the Mover suggested that Railways should be nationalised By 
nationabsation I mean that it should be nationalised on lines vhere the 
interests of the Muslims would be 33-1/3 per cent It has been noticed that 
■'Hindu officers are more prejudiced against Muslim interests than the Britishers, 
and sometimes, although it may be with all possible repugnance and reluctance, 
we have to prefer a British officer in the Railway Board and elsewhere to a 
Hindu officer as we fear we would not get the right and just treatment from 
Hindu national I am just referring to this position and Bay nothing more 
I would now discuss the question of priority movements which the Honour¬ 
able Member said was still being continued In this connection I want to 
stress the fact that no facilities were provided for the movement of raw cow¬ 
hides and goat skins, and in this particular matter I think the Railway Board 
has failed miserably They placed this particular commodity in class 6, which 
meant that the movement was much restricted and that the Muslim nationals 
lost heavily on this trade all along 

Tfce Honourable Sir Edward BenthaR: I do not wish to interrupt but that 
is the action of the War Transport Department, not of the Railway Depart¬ 
ment 

Mr. Mu hamma d Nauman: Yes, but now the War Transport Department 
has not got any control and the railway priorities arrangement is being conti¬ 
nued under the railway scheme of better movements, and I would aak the 



1364 LKUBUTIV* ASSBMBLI' t 22lfD F*b 1W6 ‘ 

[Mr Muhammad Nauman] 

Honourable Member to see what has been the position of movements of other 
classes of priorities in tins country I am told by the railway priority autho¬ 
rities that hides and skins have been placed m class 4 This is not a very 
satisfactory situation because the Honourable Member should realise that this 
is one of those commodities which are perishable, I explained to him and to 
the railway authorities that in last November many thousands of hides were 
allowed to rot and perish because no facilities were offered for bringing them 
to the markets to which they used to go, I mean to Calcutta particularly Our 
association, the Hides and Skins Association of Calcutta is of 100 years’ 
standing and they pointed this out to the different controllers of railway priori¬ 
ties there and sent the correspondence to the Honourable Member here but 
the situation did not improve to any great extent I want to impress this upon 
the Honourable Member, that this priority system is maintained for facility of 
movements, and he should see his way to give higher priority to commodities 
which are perishable, and hides is one of those commodities I hope the 
Honourable Member will appreciate my point He should also note that 
sometimes the booking staff, in spite of orders, do not act upon them, parti¬ 
cularly for this commodity as he knows Hindus are trying to rum their trade 
I would like to tell certain sections of the House that a certain class of Hindus 
do not like to offer facilities for the merchants who are engaged in the hide 
trade This matter has to be carefully looked into 

The third point I want to make is the one to which my friend referred, 
about these advisory committees Not on one occasion, but on many occasions 
the opinion of this House has been flouted In the matter of catering this 
House passed a resolution that immediate action should be taken apd that no 
contractor should be allowed to have more than two divisions This was ns 
early as 1939 The matter was taken to the C A C and at that time the 
C A C gave the same advice, but it could not be acted upon and then we 
were in the thick of the war and m the situation it was considered necessary 
not to disturb things till the war ended Now I want to impress this much, 
that this House gave a verdict a number of times that the catering arrange¬ 
ment is hopelessly bad on all railways in the country We want that it should 
be taken up by the department and worked departmentally, without caring 
whether they lose any money over it or gain any money out of it, because this 
being a utility service it should provide a sufficient amount of comfort on the 
lines when people travel The system of giving the contract to the highest 
bidder is another mischievous system which eventually increases the rate and 
reflects on the passengers liabilities Recently they have been trying to stoo 
contracts which have been m existence for 60 years or more and giving satis¬ 
factory service, whereas they have brought m new unprofessional contractors 
for certain classes of commodities, and when that hai? been censured m this 
House they would not act upon it and the only reply is that this is within the 
discretion of the general manager The Honourable Mover made it perfectly 
clear when he said ‘‘we ire anxious what influence or what hold the legislature 
has on the management of railways, and under management lie all those 
things to which I am referring I do not want to indulge in individual names 
or give individual instances I only want to impress that this position has long 
been existing and the Honourable Members in charge of this portfolio have nob 
taken note of the feeling of the House and they adopted ways and means to 
put us off to a day when probably things might come to their own way of 
thinking I strongly resent this thing and in future I would request the mem¬ 
ber m charge to consider the possibility of accepting the views of this House 
as much as practicable—not only as much as is possible, but as much as is 
practicable, and as the Honourable Mr Neogy said, where there is a will there 
is a way, everything is practicable and probablv what we suggesb 
is always practicable, provided the Honourable Member makes up his 
mind to do so I do not want to indulge m other matters now, with regard to 
the other amenities to passengers, because I will have occasion to discuss it 
on other cut motions I certainly do appreciate the point of view given ouf 
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by the Mover and supported by my friend. Sir Muhammad Yamm Khan that 
there should be a committee of enquiry who should go into the whole matter 
do novo, once again, and see what suggestions they can make in matters 
about which this motion has been brought before this House With these few 
words I support the motion 

Mr. M A. T. Hirtxel (Bengal European) Mr President, Sir, we om 
this side of the House are, I am afraid, finding this debate a little disappoint- 
rng and it would not surprise me if the Honourable the Railway Member also 
perhaps complained that he was not receiving as much assistance from the 
House on this particular issue as he might expect If I remember correctly, 
in reply to the general discussion the Honourable the Railway Member threw 
out a challenge to the House and said that since there was no criticism of the 
financial position of the railways, he must assume that we members found 
great difficulty in picking holes in it We on this side of the House have no 
desire to pick holes, but we have some constructive remarks to offer When 
we saw a motion standing in the Honourable Mr Neogy’s name, we had 
hoped for a constructive contribution from his side also If he will excuse 
me, I must say that he made a less impressive speech than usual His motion 
is framed in very broad terms and that is my principal criticism of it The 
terms are in fact much too broad, particularly haring regard to the time which 
is normally occupied m inquiries m this country I thmk perhaps the 
Honourable Member would agree that an inquiry of the kind he suggests would 
require a portentous amount of time, and thst, we suggest, is not what is 
really required at the present time Such an inquiry perhaps may one day be 
put in progress m relation to yet larger topics, but 3t the present time we feel 
that there ib no ground for complaining that India’s national aspirations have 
not been sufficiently protected by the Railway Board I thmk I am correct 
in saying that over Rs 300 crores of railway indebtedness have been brought 
back to this country In addition India’s Railways have accumulated reserves 
of something like Rs 181 crores That is without taking into account the 
very large contributions which have been made to the general revenues That 
is a picture on which all concerned deserve congratulation rather than condem¬ 
nation It is perfectly true that one might suggest measures by which the 
total might have been increased bv a crore here or half a crore there I am 
prepared to suggest one or* two points myself but taking the picture as a whole 
I think there can be no doubt that all concerned must be congratulated 

What we are concerned about is the immediate future There is certainly 
great cause for concern and we certainly are not disposed to view the future 
with complacency or to accept that the position as it has been so far will 
continue unchanged Honourable Members for instance will have seen in ihe 
Explanatory Memorandum the enormous increase there has been under the 
head of staff wages Points of that sort certainly do justify Honourable 
Members in saying that there should be a review of the nosition but I submit 
on behalf of this party that it should he a rev’ew not of such long term and so 
broad in its scope that it will never be completed What we reallv need to be 
satisfied is that the Railway Board are directing their immediate attention m a 
verv practical wav to the immediate problems I hope Sir, that they are 
directing their attention in a more practical wav than what the Honourable 
members of this House are perhaps doing If one looks through the list of cut 
motions, there is plenty to be seen about the amenities demanded but very 
little indeed about who is to pay for them Now, Sir, I am not suggesting 
that the Railways should be operated on a purely commercial basis That is 
a matter for decision by this House as to what the policy should be "But I am 
suggesting that m order to arrive at a correct picture we need a strictly com¬ 
mercial picture We need to be told in plain unvarnished terms and in a 
balanced manner exactly what our financial position is today The Honoura¬ 
ble the Railway Member would doubtless explain that he has in fact done that 
Perhaps as these debates go on, there will be an Opportunity of elaborating our 
views and saying a little roan precisely what we nee an If the Honourable 
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Mover of this out motion had suggested an immediate practical inquiry, con¬ 
ducted by the personnel of the Railwqy Board, into what the immediate fu^ 
ture holds out, I think we might have suppoited him but I do not think we 
can support at this stage the formation of a committee with this enormous 
*«cope Sir, I oppose the motion 

Mr. A. 0. Turner (Government of India Nominated Official) I shall con¬ 
fine my remarks to the question of the control of the legislature First of all 
.■there is the Standing Finance Committee for Railways I may say that this 
•committee was appointed under the Resolution regarding the separation of 
railway from general finances and that Resolution of course was a Resolution 
of this House and the Resolution itself laid down the duties of that committee 
They read as follows 

“The Railway Department shall place the estimate of railway expenditure before the 
Standing Finance Committee for Railways on some date prior to the date for the discussion 
of the demand for grants for railways and shall, as far as possible, instead of the expenditure 
.programme revenue show the expenditure under a depreciation fund created M per the new 
rules for charge to capital and revenue ” 

That was a fairly restricted scope, but I may say that in subsequent years 
the Chairmen of that committee have extended the scope very considerably 
and now we place before the committee all proposals for the construction of 
new lines, all proposals of purchase of railway lines, of projects of open line 
works the expenditure on which exceeds 20 lakhs, the works, rolling stock 
and machinery programmes for the railways and all proposals for the creation 
of permanent gazetted posts on railways In addition it has been the gen¬ 
eral rule for the Chairman to keep the Committee m touch informally with all 
major problems of railway finances as they occur from time to time I would 
here like to correct a wrong impression which may have been created this 
morning by the Deputy President of the House when he said that old expendi¬ 
ture is not put before the Committee, and it is only items of new expenditure 
that are put before the Committee That Sir, I may say, is quite incorrect The 
whole budget is put before it and discussion on the budget grants is by no means 
limited to items of new expenditure 

Now, I heard it voiced that as this Committee has to go into all the 
manifold items of the Budget and consider them in detail, they are not given 
enough time to discuss these matters In 1943-44 the Standing Finance 
Committee met fourteen times during the year, and in the year 1944-45 they 
met eight times If members of that Committee feel that they are not 
getting sufficient time for discussing these matters I should be perfectly willing 
•to have additional meetings at any time they wish to have them and allow the 
meetings to go on for any length of time they want I have no deBire to restrict 
the amount of discussion which the Standing Finance Committee can mdulge 
in 

Prof. N G Sanga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Rural) Do 
they indulge in discussions or do they carry on discussions? 

Mr. A O. Turner: Whichever term is preferred Some people mdulge m 
discussion and others carry on discussion So much for the Standing finance 
Committee This House exercises further control through its Public Accounts 
Committee As Members are aware, the Public Accounts Committee scruti¬ 
nises the Appropriation accounts every year and reports to the House to what 
extent money voted by the Assembly has been spent within the scope of the 
grant Finally, a very important and powerful way in which this House can 
control expenditure on railways is the voting of Demands for Grants That, I 
think every one will agree, is a very potent manner of control It was suggest¬ 
ed by my Honourable fnend, Mr Neogy, that insufficient time is being allowed* 
for the general discussion and for the voting of Demands for Grants Well, 
Sir, we are now having as much tune for this purpose as we have ever had, 
namely, one day for the general discussion and four days for the Demands for 
Grants I have no doubt that if this House feels that it wants more time then 
the future Government will consider the matter and may be willing to increase 
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the period allowed in future years That is all I have to say on this subject 

Sri T. A Ramalingam Ohettiar (Madras Indian Commerce) Mi Picsident, 
Sir, I have been looking forward to a statement from the Honourable Member 
in charge as regards the policy he is going to adopt in the gener u v heme of 
planning and development about which we have been hearing so miich both in 
the press and on the platform Well, Sn, there is not a word omd about 
any change of policy that they are going to adopt The old policy with whuh 
they started, namely to have lines connecting the ports for helping imports 
and exports and having strategic railways, when the East India Company 
ceased to exist and the Imperial Government came into exi-der ce, is 
continuing These are the two classes of cases for which the railw iy> have 
been built and worked The development of the country as a whole found no 
place in their programme except where they expected very large profits probably 
as in the case of the Gangetic Plains In other places the country's \ast areas 
have been utterly neglected For instance, the southern portions of the country, 
the Madras Province and some portions of Bombay, have no soit «<f railway 
connection whatever Until recently there was only one line passing from 
Madras right up to Mangalore There were no connecting links on < itl n side, 
a distance of three to four hundred miles comprised m the Province Tint was 
the sort of thing that was going on Well, Sir, we protested We lid our 
best We made representations to the Government of India The, vould not 
move Then we undertook a novel procedure We said that we umild tax 
ourselves by a cess on the land and would construct railways with th< < o«s or 
by getting money on the security of the cess That was half-lit trtc<"y sanc¬ 
tioned by the Government of India in 1912-13 That was thirty ve.u - back 
Even then there was this complaint that the Government of India 1 e\ er cared 
for places m the interior and they never cared to develop areas which ■cquired 
development From 1913 onwards we taxed ourselves in the Madras Province 
We constructed certain railways Altogether there were about thme hundred 
miles constructed by the District Boaids But there comes the order fiom tne 
Government of India "Stop all this construction We do not want anv more ” 
We in the district of Coimbatore first started with a line from Podanur to 
Pollachi We wanted to take up the other line to which reference was made 
by the Honourable Membef for the Plantation Districts of the Furopean 
Community the other day, namely, the Mysore-Satvamangalam rai way 
Everything was ready The objection came from the M A S M Railway 
Because the S T Railway was going to start it they objected on the score of 
short circuiting For *he la«t 25 to 30 yeais that scheme, which was adumbrat¬ 
ed about the year 1920 or 1921, has been waiting sanction and being taken up 
I 7ned to do something for this T asked the Dewan of the Mysore State 
whether he would come to our help and construct the hne up to the foot of the 
lull so that we could take the line from that point to Tiruppur which was 
expected to become a junction in those days The Dewan said that there were 
legal difficulties He could not take it up So, the wihole thing has been held 
up What is the position now? I want to know whether the Government have 
been considering this and whether they are going to take up questions of deve¬ 
lopment They are talking so big about developments They want land deve¬ 
lopment They want agncultural improvement They want industrial 
improvement They want electricity to be generated everywhere How can all 
this be done and how can all this be utilised if we have not got the means by 
which they can be reached? In the Tennessey Valley scheme which has been 
quoted times without number by the Government of India in their communi¬ 
cations, I find that one of the first proposals is to run a railway right through 
That is the way other countries consider as the means for development of their 
countries But here m India we find an utterly different tale We have got 
every railway going to a port, taking exports and bringing imports to market 
places The other areas are left m the lurch That has been the position 
We hoped, Sir, when the Railway Board came into existence that they would 
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pay more attention to the requirements of the country But nothing of the 
sort happened They have been thinking more of the old theory of the returns 
They said about 6 per cent ought to be the return on the capital that is speut 
on each lailvvay from the veiy start They torgot for a moment that the railway 
is an agency for development and that it the country was developed they will 
get a better income as time goes on 

There were also indirect benehts about which they never bothered 
themselves Probably that could bo justified at a time when these railways 
were owned by private companies Now that the Government of India has 
taken ovei most of the big lines, it is up to the Government of India to 
eonsidei not only this question arithmetically but also the real interests of the 
country and see how they can develop the countiy as a whole, how they can 
help mdiish\ and igucuUme about which they ire talking so much and how 
people tin nally be helped That is what they vvil' line to consider My 
complaint is that they have not done so Vs 1 sud, l e\ported two days bick 
an announcement fiorn the Government Benches th it they have changed their 
policy, th’t they were following the leul of touiitms like USA and that thoy 
were going to have railway communications wheiever tin v think that develop 
ment was possible oi wheiever they thmk they were going to develop the country 
themso'v 1,0 Such i policy has not been amounttd hen and I censure the 
Government foi not considering this veiy import mt question which is much more 
important than several othei questions which have been raised both m the 
Honourable 1 Member’s speech the othei day mil elsewhere 

The other question is that the adminMnition is run on veiy costly lines If 
there w is a Government which was responsible to the people, then such a costly 
adininistntion would not have been possible Thev will always be examining 
whether there is loom for economy m any field For instance, the question of 
making locomotives, wagons and other tilings has been refcried to by the 
speakers already There is another important question, for instance the ques¬ 
tion of electrification of railways which will release a large quantity of good 
oal for other purposes Mr Ginwala, who was for some time the Chairman 
f the Tariff Board has published a brochure in which he has examined the 
vhole question at great length I do not know whether the Government has 
considered his proposal and have gone into the suggestions made by him and 
if so, what conclusions they have arrived at He savs, “we are now using high 
grade coal for locomotives which is unnecessary Even as it is mferioi coal 
will be enough" He goes furthei and says, if the trains are electrified and 
the coal is used for a thermal unit for generating elec trieitv, there will be very 
much larger saving and we can use very much inferior coal, and the coal tWht 
is being wasted in seveial places —and lit mentions a number of places where 
they are being wasted at the present moment—they' can he utilised foi the 
purpose of generating electricity and for the traction of the railways SuJi 
questions never enter into the minds of the Hallway Board They thought that 
whenever anything was required, give an order either to America or England 
or to Australia We are getting goods from all over and no attempt is made to 
manufacture what we can manufacture m the country itself 

There has been the other question about Indmmsntion of services That, 
Sir, is not merely replacing one person by another Tt means a lot The 
European sits there with an outlook of his own, and ns I said, he is looking at 
everything from an export and import point of view He thinks which late 
will give a greater impetus for export of articles from n long distance to a port 
and so on He will argue with some show of plausibility that the agriculturist 
is thereby helped But as a matter of fact his idea is not the agriculturist, 
but he has m mind the exporter at the other end If Indians arc there, this 
sort of outlook will cease Besides, the European is always costly There are 
these two things If we want any progress, either on the industrial side or on 
the traffic side oi the railway, then the Indian can be depended upon to take 
thp view that is advantageous to the public rather than that of either the 
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commercial interests or the profit making motive 01 looking to the interests of 
3 r u exports and imports So, Sir.^for all thus* leasons, lndianisation tint 
has been going on is anything but satisfactory It has been refemd 
to that at the present moment the Eailway Board consists of all outsiders and 
not a single Indian is there on it and many of the higher paid officers are >lso 
non-Indians I believe among General Managers, only one is an Indian and dl 
the other General Managers are Europeans That the soit of nlmimstr Hi. n 
that is going on Is it the way to help us to govern ourst'vcs, to 1< after < ir 
own interests? What is ull this talk of handing o,n the Goveiiunmt t<. ..or 
hands 9 What is this talk of putting us in charge of our resources and helping 
us to go forward? Is that since, I ask? These ire imttos vh th 

should he seriously considered The proposal has b<en unde for the 
appointment of an ad hoc committee to survey the whole administi ition of this 
Bailway Department fiom the time probably the Bailway Board was brought 
into existence If that is done, piobably it would be in a position *o *ay vb it 
exactly it has not done I see very little has been done by wav of urjlru.c- 

motion is dmfted in very wide terms and the debate in conseqiu m c h s rather 
Sir, I do not want to take up more of the time of the House I support the 
cut motion of my Honourable friend Mr Neogy 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall' Sir it is ,a*h<r liffinu 1 n 'he tun 
at my disposal to deal with all the subjects that have been •» The < ut 
motion is drafted m very wide terms and the debate m c .se i «m. h.« nthr 
tended to be a general discussion In replying, I shall adhere as fai .« 
possible to the main points raised by the Movei I would just like to mdse , 
one or two brief remarks about the points raised by my Honoimbh fn id 
Mr Muhammad Nauman who Bpoke of the Muslim percentages, 01 priouty 
for perishables and of catering The last question of catering will <»s T li ive 
said, come up before the Cential Advisory Council The question .it Muslim 

percentages comes up on a cut motion further on m the course ot then debates, 
and the question of priority of perishables is one which is the pimnrv concern 
of tlio \V u Tiinspoit Department He made the point tint the Government 
did not trrept the findings of the House m the shape of recommendations of 
the Stunning Fimnce Committee and the Central Advisory Council, but that 
I do not think is really a very fair criticism I think if an examination is made 
it will be found that with vhry rare exceptions, we do accommodate ourselves to 
the views of these Committees But the Government is iesp< isible for 
seeing through the policy and there are occasions when it feels it cannot accept 
the responsibilities of nnpli inentmg something whieh those Committees 
locommend But I think it is not very often so 

The last speakei leferred to the unfriendly .ititudc of In ires ut 
administration to the development of undeveloped areas, m pum ilu )e 
refcired to the Mvsoro Satvainangahm line I liavt not the tm« to s.o mm 
the question of particular lines, and that again will I think < onn u) hef. ic 
flu House undii < ut motion No 6 But I would just like to -ov 11 tint 
connection that we have developed what u realty a new io,u.\ in the 1 nt 
vear or two, and that is to develop our railway programmes m close consul 
t ition with the piovincial administrations,—in much closer consultation thin 
in the past,—partly with the object of co-ordinating our railw ly developim nt 
with road development and partly also because we feel that the people m the 
best position to judge what development of transport the pio\nice w mf. is 
the provincial administration We think that they are in a bettei position to 
judge than we sitting up in Delhi 

Now Sir, I would just like to say a few worth as I dul yesterday m 
another place, on the subject of lndianisation The Honour \ble Mover 
suggested that we paid too much attention to seniority, arising out of the 
report of some lemarks that I made m another place yesterday I pointed 
out then that the position that we find ourselves in t<5day is a historical position 
By that I mean that we inherit a position which arose not in the recent past 
bu,t 8 b long ago as 20 or 30 years I had taken out the percentage of European 
and Indian officers back to 1924, and in 1924 I find that out of 1888 officers 

u 2 
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there were then 1610 Europeans,—m other words, 80 per cent And ten years 
before that, foi the same historical reasons, viz , that the railways in those 
days were mainly officered by Europeans, he would probably find that m 1914, 
90 pei cent of the officers were Euiopeans Many of those officers arp still' 
oil the railways, and natuially the officers of 1914 to 1924 aie now at the end 
ot then service and therefore at the top of the tiee And it therefore follows 
th it when we have to look at the claims of diffeient officers and the experience 
oi the different officers, it is perfectly natural that 4/5th oi 9/10lh of the 
officeis at the top aie in fact Euiopeans, and we cannot just rule them out 
without doing injustice But I can assure the House that no Indian ever 
siitfois from lack of the fullest consideration 


I must take exception to my Honourable friend Mr Ram Narayan Singh 
Saying that we Europeans in the Railway Department and the Railway Board 
have not got the welfare of the country at heart The Honouiable Member 
knows himself that we are only too teady at any time to look into any com 
pi nuts, md in fact it was only yesterday thut he w is expiessmg his apprecia¬ 
tion of our hiving looked into one of them As regards railways in Bihm there 
is, as he probably knows now, quite a substantial programme ot railway deve¬ 
lopment winch will meet most of his peisonal wishes It is also most unfair 
to suggest that European officers on tlie lailways have then iws on nothing 
bub exports, as the last speakei suggested Officers on the r.ulw iys have then 
eyes on their job and try to do it to the best of then ability and tender the best 
sprvice they can to the railways and the country 

Coming to the Railway Board it is of couise a fact that .it the present 
moment it is mtuely European, but it is not quite fan to judge the position 
pxictly as it is todaj without looking to the past jt-ir Tu the iiccut p ist we 
have had foi the first tune in the history of the Indian iailw i\x, in Indian 
Member toi Engineering, and if he had not voluntarily letired he won <1 pro 
bably have been in the post still That same officer held, for the first time in 
'the histoiy of the Indian lailways, the post of Chief Commissioner during the 
course of the year An Indian officer was acting as Membei foi Staff and until 
fairly recently also the Financial Commissionea was an Indian ind would till 
ha.'e been an Indian had that officer not elected to choose a post ehewheie in 
an Indian State And during my regime also the* post of “van. tun of the 
Bond has become Indianised My Honomable fnend Mi Ram Naravan 
Singh said that Europeans getting these posts stick there like heches Well, 
three of the Members of the Board are not leeches, they will be going in the 
course of the year and Government will be able to make further selections I 
venture to suggest that in the years to come when the service which European 
officers have rendered to the Indian railways is reviewed calmly and in times 
oi passionate political excitement, it will be generally agieed that tliev have 
rendered good services to the country They need hive no hesitation, m mv 
opinion, in feeling tint they have rendered a good account of their stew aid 
ship, and when the time comes for them to go, 95 or 99 per tent of them can 
go with a very good conscience that thev have done their best for this country 


Then Sn, a suggestion was made bv the Honourable Mover that we adopt 
an anti Indian rates policy and do not adopt what he or somebody else called 
a national lates policy I must deal with this extremely quickly I think the 
origin of this allegation lies m the special rates which were quoted man/ years 
ago when industual conditions weie not as well advanced as they are today, 
when only a relatively stnill part of India’s lequnements were manufactured 
in this country In those days India s tiade was characterised by large move 
nn nts of raw materials to the ports for export because they could not I e made 
up in this country and large imports of finished goods w hich at that stage could 
not be made in this country But, Sir, tanffs have been idjusted to meet the 
changed conditions of Indian industrialisation, and if there are special rates 
quoted for the ports it is mainly because the ports are the chief distributing 
centres of India and because the ports are also the chief manufacturing centres 
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of India And if Honourable Mtembers will care to look at the Acwoith ( om- 
mittee’s leport of 19*20-21 they will find that they effectively disposed of the 
charge that the Indian railways had adopted a non-national policy They 
said * 

Indian 1 ailways had in one respect at least refrained from following accepted railway 
piactice in other countries which is to concede for export traffic through a sea port rates 
which au not available to that sea port for local traffic and vice t erta Bombay received 
from up countiy large quantities of raw cotton, part of which was worked up on the epot 
and part expoited Similarly Bombay disposed of to up country towns large quantities of 
cotton cloth, part of which was local manufacture and part imported The raw cotton rates 
to Bombay port and to Bombay town are the same and so are the manufactured cottqa rates 
upwaich The same principle, we understand, is applied elc.wheie in the case, for instance, 
of tin gieat Calcutta jute trade ” 

Special rates to the ports are still occasionally quoted, and I would instant e 
the special low rate for the export of manganese to Bombay, Calcutta, Vi/a- 
gapatam, and for chrome ore from Baluchistan, because if they had not got 
those special rates they could not compete in the world s markets with 
manganese from other countries 

As regards the development of industries I think it is geneially known that 
the railways frequently have quoted special rates appreciably lower than th it 
applicable fiom the ports, and in particular I can think of the case of sugar 
and of iron and steel at Tatanagar, the rates given for which materially assiMed 
the early development of the steel industry in India The Honourable Member 
dwelt on the development of railway industries and both he and the Deputy 
President pressed that we should become self-supporting T entirely agree, 
there is no difference of opinion there I want to express my views on the 
manufacture of locomotives and wagons, but I will not do so now because tint 
question conics up on cut No 4, when we wil' ha\t ail oppnitemtj of discuss 
mg that fully I will answer his point about finalising plan^ on that occasion 
But Sir, I would like to point out the very big strides m ide m getting our 
stores fiom this country’, a policy which has been acceler ited is y result of 
the war In the course of the war, we started industries foi making wheels, 
tvres and axles, vacuum brake cylinders end fire box pMes Tn addition to 
that there is a greatly increased activity in such industries is tram lighting 
bulbs, tram lighting belting, cotton canvas and rubber hose cottoi and ]ute 
hessian substitutes for flax .canvas, nails, split pins, nvets bolts and nuts 
Imports of points have been almost excluded for railway purposes The railway 
workshops have been following a rationalized policy to ensure *hit thor output 
is used to the greatest general benefit of the railways and is < o ordmated to 
the maximum possible extent, and as a result of it India has become largely 
self-supporting in bolts and nuts Other industries which haye been started or 
doteloptd as a lesult of railway help are electrode manufacture grinding 
wheels and abrasive manufacture, manufacture of high ten»il< stianded "ireB 
for railway signalling purposes, the development of tool steels, the recondition 
ing of non-ferrous metals and the rerolling of bars fiom arsenical copper scrap 

In other words, it is the policy of the Board to do all they i an to develop 
these industries, and that has been effectively 6ho\yn by the fact that whereas 
the total purchase of stoies of Indian manufacture or Indian origin just before 
the yvar was 9 crores, it was 32J crores in 1945, which allow mg f«n the price 
rise piobably means about 70 per cent increase 

Finally, I would like to come down to the mam suggestion m de by mv 
Honourable friend He said, and the Deputy President suppoited the sugges 
tion, that the time had come for a review of state management of railways and 
for that purpose the suggestion was made that a committee should be set up 
First of all, Sir, I should like to sav that I hope that, whatever committees are 
set up will have their eves on the future rather than be spending their time on 
post-mortems other than for the purpose of drawing lessons from the past I 
do nos think the Administration has very much to fear iron. / osf moitims on 
the whole, but it is obviously more profitable at thiR critical stage of develop¬ 
ment that we should have our eyes on the future Tn one w i\ T consider that 
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it is extiemcly timely that we should consider this question of oveihauling the 
set up of lailways m India In my Budget speech 1 said that during the next 
yen it would be necessaiy foi Government and the House—1 daresay tlnougli 
its committees—to pay attention to such important matters as the revision of 
the Convention and also to such important matters as the question of lates and 
faies winch again i's linked with the question of payments to staff I consider 
tl> it committees of the House will have to examine those questions and Tiro 
bibly we could deal with many of those points m the way we have dealt with 
in the past If the Standing Finance Committee is not suitable for examining 
this question, we can revive the Convention Committee to go into the whole 
question ot thi_ Convention on which in turn depends the constitution and func¬ 
tions of the Standing Finance Committee and also I think the Central \dvisory 
C > tncil 


We also have other problems m front of us, pioblems aiismg out of the new 
co istitution I have had occasion, Sir, m the past at a meeting oi the Indian 
Rulway Conference Association to express surprise that India s leacleis had not 
given moio time to such pioblems as that of the future Fedeinl Railway 
Authority A number of questions arise out of that In the Government of 
liuli i V t m it is set out that the Railways should bj mu oil business 

pnuciples and a certain constitution for running the railways is set out The 
House will have to considei whether it wants the Railways to mn on business 
punciples oi whether it wants to run on any othei principles When I sav the 
House, it is perhaps more i mattei foi the Constituent Assembly, but these 
questions will have to be thought out Similaily, when fhe constitutional 
qi eation i onus up thought wih have to be given to the question of the ro- 
gi uiping ot i ulw iys which in turn will depend upon the constitutional settle 
mo t \i’d Sn I mi inclined to think tint some committee is necessaiy m 
tht Heal tutiiie is a soit of fact finding committee on all these questions in 
uuid to have n atonal ltidy for the Constituent Assembly That is purely a 
personal view I, therefore, accept the principle of a lonmnttee, and I think 
it t> not onl\ destrablo but inevitable that there should be such a committee 


Then bn, comes the question of what sort of committee it should be My 
Honoutable friend suggested that it should be a committee of the House with 
evitits ^g.vin, whit sort of experts'* You want experts fiom America, or 
tl . I'uited iviugdom, oi Bvutzerland, or do you want Indian railwaymen * 


Sir Monammad Yamin Khan Indian railwaymen 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 1 Tt is a point foi consideration and 
it is \ei\ difficult to settle these matters across the floor of the House 
Omiouslv ioi these heavy tasks which we envisage for the Committee, the 
Ci'iumltti must he a whoh time body and it must clearly be also a very high 
powered 1 odv and it must . on tain high powered reprtsi utatnes of c oinmer< e, 
lnuustiv and gn.iltun* 

Prof N G- Ranga It shill not he a whole-time oody 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I suggest that these problems are of 
s ii Him* i -ions old scuoiisinss that nobody can do the vvork in a few odd 
i tings ion do lea’lv need a very high-powered bodv But let me finish 
l "in Id ii-,1 — i that from the i.ulway angle the tuning if it his ti It con 
s ti i <1 l i i id v iv idininistration at the moment ib still recovering from the 
v 1 ' sev n shun of the wai and is facmg extremely serious problems of 
u iwhji late u i. .instruction, staff pioblems, food problems and a thousand 
and one oth<.i tilings If you are going to take your Railway Board off these 
a 1 mnish itivi pioblems md put it on to planning for the future, it is going 
to aid to tlie -tiess I do not see how it can be done That aspect must 
bo c onst lii t d Fina’ly, von come to the question whether a committee of 
tins sorr iput from the Committees of the House should be set up by this 
Go einiiit'n in the new Government The suggestion is that it should be 
tli's Goviiumeth I think my time being up, that this would he a suitable 
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point to leave the matter I accept my Honourable friend’s suggestion in 
principle I would like to consider further and discuss with hnn and other 
Honourable Members who are interested, how best to set about it and I 
express the hope that in view of what f have said, and the serious attention 
I have undertaken to give to this problem, my Honourable friend w ill consider 
withdrawing his cut motion 

Mr. K. O. Neogy. Do 1 take it that the Honourable Member is prepared 
to accept my motion m the terms m which I have worded it/ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I am sorry The substuntn <_ p irt 
of the motion is that the demand under the Railway Board be leduced by 
Its 100 That is a token of censure Apart from that, I said the Railway 
Department would appoint a committee to look into these things but 1 cannot 
accept a cut of even Rs 100 because I cannot accept a cut on the R uhvay 
Board 

Shri Satya Narayan Slnha: The question be now put 

Mr. President' I was wondering whether the Honourable Member was 
thinking of withdrawing I do not see why a cut is considered necessarily a 
censure It is only a method to have an opportunity of disrussu g a sibjrct 
I do not know what the convention of this House is 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan* If it is a cut of a rupee, it is i token for 
discussion But if it is Rs 100, then, in this House, it has been considered 
as a censure 

Mr. President. It is not an economy cut It depends on the eon% ention 
of the Hmi'se Personally, I do not think n cut necessarily mean' i > en-ure 
If thtre is no motion tbeie is uo occasion for a debate So tli> ut leally 
means an occasion for debating a certain point 

Dr Sir Zla TJddin Ahmad. There is a definite motion by Mr Yeng\ He 
has the right to withdraw or press it to a division 

Mr President* It is not a question of his right of withdrawal 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall It is up to the Honourable Mtmber 
eilliei to hi lesponsive and withdraw or press the motion 

Mr. K. 0 Neogy 1 should like to explain my position Mv Honourable 
fritnd made it quite clear that the object of the committee should he more to 
look to the future, and that is the sense in which he is prepared to accept 
the suggestion of the appointment of a committee But I made it mute i (ear 
that I wanted to (ind out how the State management system has fared under 
the existing administration The two are fundamentally different issues end 
theiefore I do not think that 1 should be justified in withdrawing the cut 
inTition 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. We'l, our views differ on that I 
think amnia who is going to decide on the statutory body of the futuie would 
naturally linu to look into State management m the past 

Mr K 0 Neogy * It may be a separate committee or the same committee 
That is n different aspect of the matter 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall* I have accepted the idea of such a 
committee in principle I leaves it to my Honourable friend whcthei le 
wishes to (ensure me or not 

Mr K 0 Neogy* If the scope of the committee to which mv Hononrible 
fra nd igirev, is to include the examination of the past management of the 
rnilwa\ administration, then only am I prepared to withdraw it 

Dr Sir Zia Uddln Ahmad: You will spoil the future recommendation if 
you include the past and hand over both to one committee 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I have agreed in principle to the 
Committee but I do not know whether this Government or the new Govern¬ 
ment should set it up 
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Prof. N O. Ranga; Mainly a matter of no confidence! 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benth&ll: You must look into the operation of 
the management of the past m order t to leview the new set-up 

Hr. K. 0. Heogy: I think the issue shou'd be considered independently 
Hr. President: The question is 

“That the demand under the head ‘Railway Board’ be reduced by Ra 100 ’’ 

The motion was adopted 

Atutude o* Railway Board on Staff Matters especially those rflatino to 
Wages, Allowances, Working Hours, Leave Arrangements and Secirity 

OF STAFF 

S]t. N V Oadgil (Bombay Cential Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
bir, I move 

“That the demand under the head ‘Railway Board’ be leduced by Re. 100" 

The Honourable Transport Membei, while replying to the general debate 
stated that “if we agreed to the demand made by the All-India Railway men's 
Federation, we should require 57 crores per annum more to meet the scales 
of pay and another 21 crores to meet the additional dearness al'owance which 
they asked for Where is it to come from? I do not think that those demands 
were really serious and certainly if the} had been m possession of the figures 
as they are now, no responsible leader could have put them forward unless 
he was prepared to demand a substantial increase in rates and fares Jf you 
are going to be generous to the railway staff, then the public have to pay for 
it either in the form of increased rates or increased fares ’ It was a clear 
attempt on the part of the Railway Member to scare away the House in 
rejecting the reasonable demands made on behalf of the railway workeis 
Apparently the cue has been taken up both by some Honourable Members m 
this House and the mercantile community outside I regret to say, Sir, that 
m the press note published by the merchants of Bombay, there is not one 
word about the demands of labourers employed in the railway administration 
The criticism is mainly directed against the administration with a view to 
secure revision in the rate structuie and reduction of rates Here also one 
Honourable Member fiom the European Group also complained that the Wage 
Bill was considerably huge and therefore ought to be reduced I am not sur¬ 
prised, Sir, that theie has been a sort of joint front between the outside 
merchants and the party of shopkeepers here and the Government But I 
want to show and, if possible, convince the House that the railway employees 
are not really getting a square deal Tt has been stated that the wage bill has 
considerably increased Two persons in every thousand employed by the railway 
are gazetted officers and the percentage of wage bil 1 which the gazetted officers 
receive is 5 per cent , 50 per cent of the total employees are workers in the 
inferior staff but they get only 26 per cent of the wage bill If we take into 
consideration the 'owei subordinate service, it is 20 pei cent in stiength but 
gets 36 per cent from the wage bill The strength of the upper subordinate 
service is 0 9, but its share in the wage bill is 8 per cent The daily-rated labour 
is 27 per cent m strength but gets only 21 per cent of the wage bill If the 
bill has increased it is due to the fact that there is a top heavy administra¬ 
tion I do not want to suggest anything about its composition, how many are 
Europeans, how many are Anglo-Indians but the point remains that except for 
nine persons in every hundred, the payment made to the rest is not idequate 
nor consistent with the living wage standard 

It has been suggested by the Honourable Railway Member m his speech 
that it was not possible to say anything or do anything at this stage, because 
the prices have not yet stabilised, that there is uncertainty of future price 
level, that revision of scales of pay is an intricate problem But all these 
considerations, it seems, have not occurred to many Provincial Governments, 
for many of these Provincial Governments have revised the scales of pay of 
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their respective employees and paiticularly, of the Police Department If the 
Honourable Member had really tried hard to do justice, I am sure he would 
have found out some way Nobody can accuse the Government of having ever 
been generous and few will agree that it has ever been just But whether it 

is generosity or justice, the employees must get a living wage If you say that , 

if you concede all the demands, it means nearly an increase of 70 crores then 
the fundamental principle has got to be decided once for all whether this 
administration is to be run on commercial lines or as a public utility service 
If it is a public utility service, then it is the duty of this Government to see 
that its employees are well paid and according to the living wage standard 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I take it that the Honourable Member 
would accept that even a public utility undertaking, purely as such, would still 
have to pay its way and that if therefore 

Sjt N V. Gadgil: If it is a public uti'ity concern, the men must be paid 
adequately, whether it is a profitable concern or not If I want to live, if I 
wan^ food, I must have it at whatevei cost That is the point My life is 
not a commercial thing I want food and I must have it cost what it may 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Somebody has to pay for that and it 
will have to be given out of a rise m rates and fares If you accept a rise in 
rates and fares, then it is easy 

Sjt. N V Gadgil. You wi'l sec Sir, that when the low paid or mferior 
staff makes a demand for increase such considerations crop up As regards 
gazetted officers, the average pay each gets is more than Es l,0tX/ When these 
‘new poor’ were granted recently 17J per cent dearness allowance no such 
consideration was raised I Now the average wage that the lowest paid man 
gets is Es 20 7 It is only in this country that the variation between the lowest 
and the highest grades is the greatest in the woild In 1937 I had occasion 
to refer to this subject in the general discussion on the Budget and I had worked 
out figures then The variation between the pay of the lowest paid and that 
of the highest paid Government employee at that time m the case of Southi 
Africa was 1 to 11, United Kingdom 1 to 32, India 1 to 133 You will see- 
how topheavy is the administration and how much inequitable is its pay struc¬ 
ture Mv point is that the labourer the employee in the Eailway department 
must get a living wage It is not difficult to ascertain that The difficulties 
that have been pointed out by the Honourable Member are difficulties which- 
can be solved if he has a will to solve them 

In the report of the Textile Labour Enquiry Committee Bombav it has been 
laid down how to work out a living wage standard It is not diffieuH for this 
Government to find out what is a living wage It means "a sum sufficient 
for the normal and reasonable needs of the average employee living m the 
Ideality, where the work under consideration is done or is to be done” It 
must be sufficient to maintain a well conducted employee of average health, 
strength and competence and his wife and n family of three children m a fair 
and average standard of comfort, having icgard to the conditions of living 
prevailing among employees m the calling in respect of which such basic wage 
is lived and p.o\ided that m fixing such basic wige the tamings of the 
children or wife of such employee shall not be taken into consideration 
Living wage standard is a generic concept and a general standard for Eailways 
can be laid down He himself has admitted that owing to the fact that now 
all the railways are state-owned uniformity is possib'e In 1940 the living wage 
standard was considered by the Textile Enquiry Committee and it was put down 
at Es 52 m Bombay, Es 45 in Ahmedabad and about Es 42 in Sholapur 
The unit taken was a family of man his wife and two children below 14 At 
that time the index was 112 Today that index of the cost of living of the 
working class is somewhere about 249 It is not difficult for this Government/ 
with a huge staff, with a research bureau, with a statistical department, com¬ 
mercial intelligence department and half a dozen other depaitments to find 
out exactly what would be the living wage, the minimum wage below which 
no man ought to get If you refer to Enrlway Eeports you will find that the 
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lowest man today gets only Its 45 including dearness allowance The daily¬ 
rated labourer, gets including dearness allowance, only Its 58 Working on 
the data given by the Textile Enquny Uoiiirrnttee no man should get today less 
than 11s 73 to ensure for him a hying wage Now m Ahmedabad an unskil'ed 
labourer gets today not less than Rs 73 in the textile industry Here in the 
Kailwuy Depaitment employees must btnive 1 Theso rnilwaymen have been 
honest, faithful, loyal during the last six years of war and they have suffered 
innumerable hardships, but gratitude is not a strong point with this government 

The House will like to know what aie the mam grievances which have been 
put before this government by the All-India Railwayman's Federation One 
is about retrenchment the other is about revision of scales of pay and the third 
JS about dearness a’lowance 

Now, about retrenchmeut The Honoui.ible Member has said that 

“Only 8 800 out of a totil etmigtli ol 8 50 000 hue had to be discharged The Raihv ly 
Boird have bten in close touch with the Ml Indu Rulwnymen’s federation m regard to 
thia question, although they have been unable to accept the claim that no railway aervant 
-should be dischvrged, a claim which it will be impossible for any government department 
or any other business concern employing large bodies of men to accept ’’ 

1 do not accept this proposition This veiy government only n few d i>& ago, 
while the food situation was uudei discussion, stated that it was the duty of 
this government, or for that matte i oi ,im government, to feed even citi/en 
with sufficient food of lequisito quality Now if you are to dischaige that 
duty, am I to undeistand that you are going to keep men idle and feed them? 
Unemployment ultimately is mole t o«th to south than employment on howso¬ 
ever small a scale it may be If you iccept it to be the piimuiy duty of thi» 
government to feed even mouth, then surely it wil 1 be stupid on your part 
to allow them to remain idle The 411 India Railway men s Federation has not 
criticised the policy of the government m an irresponsible manner They have 
suggested ways and means whereby the present level of employment can lie 
kept up, and not only this, but if vour post war plans are not a ruse bu^ are 
to be a reahty, then it thinks that many inoic hands will be required and 
there will be no neeessitv for retrenchment So on the main grievance of 
retrenchment I do not agree with the Honourable Member’s stand that the 
government cannot accept Federations claim It may be that the government 
rnay not be able to find employment in this particular depaitment, but it is 
the duty not, merely the moral duty but, bv the fact that they have accepted 
it the othei dav as their legal duty to feed, it is their legil duty iiIro to find 
employment provided the man is wi'ling to work 

Now, as regards revision of scales of pay, it is stated by the Honourable 
Member Hal a commission has been appointed and that it s n t omphentefl 
question I do not know when the commission will come into existence, when 
it will record evidence, when it will record its conclusions and who knows 
whether they wall be accepted As is usual, the commission’s report may be 
pigeon holed m the secretariat 

Last week the executive of the Vll India Hmlwnvrnen’B Federation met here 
in Delhi and they have passed certain resolutions and they have decided to take 
ballot for a strike This is a serious matter Tf you want them to wait till 
the report of the proposed commission comes, it is only up to you, if you are 
convinced that what they get todav is not sufficient to keep bodv and soul 
together to recommend something immednteli People talk about corruption 
Undouhtedlv there is corruption But there are branches in the railway ad 
ministration where there is no scope for corruption The porter the pointsman, 
the gangsmen working m the intenor—thev are absolutely immure from bribery 
From morning ti’l evening they hive to work, thev have their own fanfilies and 
their own children to look after From the verv fact that they are awnv from 
the cities thev cannot put forth their clwm with sufficient strength From the 
moment of their entrance and to the end that is their exit from the service 
thev have no companion hut poverty, the wretchedest poverty In the world 
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With us it is a matter of academic interest, but with them it is a daily 
experience They meet it all along their life, and if this House does not come 
to their rescue, I respectfully submit—and if they take u strong line of action 
they at any rate cannot be morally blamed Sir, I move 

Ur. President: Gut motion moved 

“That tlie demand under the head Railway Board be 1 educed by Rs 100 ” 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall May 1 just put a question to tiie 

Honourable Member? It is this he said that the textile worker in Ahmedabad 
now gets a minimum wage of Rs 83 

Sjt. N. V. Gadgil: Bs 73 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. Whatever it may be but he will 
also agree, I think, that the texti'e industry has put up its prices by 150 per 
< cut since the wai st.uted 

Sjt. N. V. Oadgil; You have increased your pasbenger lares and other 
cates m the last five years and have put on a surcharge also 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. I have increased the railway fare 

only by 8 per cent and not by 150 per cent Jf the Honourable Member and 

Lis party consider that we should pay a minimum wage up to anything like 
the Ahmedabad worker’s rate, he must concede that rates and fares must go 
up, not by 8 but by 150 per cent May I put a straight question to the 
Honourable Membei and his party “How does he propose to meet the 
difference, or does the Honourable Membei and his party funk facing the 
issue’’? 

Some Honourable Members Gut the top expeuditmc 

Mr S. Guruswami (Nominated Non-Official) bn, I rise to support the 
motion that has been moved by my Hon uiruble fueud, Mi Gadgil I ha\e 
already on a different occasion spoken to tins House und conveyed to them the 
pmnary demands on which there is universal unrest among the railwaymeu to¬ 
day I do not propose to cover the same ground I shall confine myself to 
the three important aspects which should leceivc the attention of members of 
this House and the members who aie responsible foi tlie piesent policy of the 
j,o\ eminent 

Let me first take the ‘question of mseeuuty of seiviu It was stated by 
certain members that there is m undeitaking given by the government that 
reservation of posts for ex servicemen should continue ind it would bo 
immoral to break that undertaking 

[At this stage Mi Pr< sident vacated tlio Gli.in, winch w is then occupied 
Isv Mr Deputy Piesident (Sir Mohammad \amin Khanl | 

I am obliged to Sn Yannn Khan when he ovptes&ed the other day that 
he- was against the policy of discharging any employee m railway service 
b( cause the government is unab'e to provide employment foi the ex-service- 
ren I am also obliged to leaders of public opinion like Mahatma Gandhi 
who have unequivocally condemned this threat to the security of service of 
70 000 railwaymen m the name of providing employment foi ex servicemen 
Not only this, these men numbering 3,36,000 (these aie the figures given bv 
the Bailway Board to the All-India Railwaymen’s Federation as being the 
numbers of temporary men on the railways) are not ehgible for the privileges 
to which the peimanent staff aie eligible These men are liable to be dis¬ 
charged at sboit notice The War Transport Member has been telling the 
House that there is no serious pioblem of retrenchment Nobodv wants that 
there should be retrenchment But in the same breath he indicated that 
there would be a fall of 48 crores in the revenue For every three rupees 
earned by the railways, one rupee goes to the wages bill of the rai'waymen 
A fall of 48 crores must mean a reduction of the wages to the extent of 16 
croies of rupees, unless by some statistical yugglery in which the Honourable 
Member is an expert, he wants to avoid that situation Let me tell you 
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tnat this undeitaking to leserve 70 per cent oi the permanent posts was not 
an undertaking given to the ex-servicemen—it is an interdepartmental reso¬ 
lution arrived at with a view to provide employment foi the men who returned 
after war service Therefore theie is no question of an obligation that they 
shou'd discharge the men who are alieady in service and then they should 
provide employment for those who have returned from the fiont What are 
the terms foi the discharge that the Railway Board gives—12 days pay for 
each veai ot service Most disgraceful Why cannot they give at least free 
gram shop concessions until they get some fresh employment Why do they 
not realise that they have lesponsibility as the greatest employer in this 
country to see that theie is no feeling of insecurity of service or that the men 
who become unemployed are provided with adequate relief But this Gov¬ 
ernment constituted as it is has no imagination It cannot take that revolu¬ 
tionary step 1 shall not deal with this question any more except to say that 
• on are unuccessaiily creating a feeling of insecurity of service by vour 
present policy Take the example of the South African Government They 
have committed themselves to the policy that no ex-service man shall be 
dumped m m the place of men who are already m service They have com¬ 
mitted themselves to a policy by which the rate of demobilisation wi'l be 
according to the rate of actual vacancies m the industries Till then it is the 
dutv of the War Department to provide emplovment and maintain them during 
unemplov ment If the War Department is unable to give them employment 
themselves, they have no business to dump their men, after the war is over, 
on othei mdustnes and ask the corresponding number of men m those indus¬ 
tries to be relieved of service 

Next I shall deal with the question ot wages Sir Edward Beuthall drew 
a hind pic tine of what it would cost ll the demand of the All-India linil- 
w lymen s Federation was conceded He calculated that 57 crores of rupees 

would be lequued foi wages and another 21 crores of rupees 

for granting relief foi dearness allowance If we have erred, let me say 
that wo have eired m the distinguished company of the Chief Labour Advisei 
of tins Government who was then the President of the All-India Railwayman'a 
I'dictation and who formulated its demand at the Moghal Serai convention 
Wt are prepared to examine everv demand of ours igith legard to its financial 
implications and to co’Iaborate with the administrations if they really want 
our co-operation but thev ire not wanting it He failed to mention that if 
the abolition of the new scales of pay is conceded, according to the demands 
of the All-Tndia Railwaymen s Federation, it would not cost more than 2 or 
3 crores of lupees and we are pledged on this thing—to abolish the new scales 
of pay There are anomalous scales on the Bengal Assam Railway In tlfb 
Benga' Dooms Railway Section, the men who are already in service get 

mfenor scales compared to the new entrants There are different scales for 

the same job There is a large number of persons who are blocked on the 
same pay for years Daily I receive telegrams from differeut railways from 
men who have lendered 25 years service and who are blocked on Rs 60 
and the Honourable Member has no suggestion to make 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall* I have a suggestion I should 
lue to put to iny Honourable friend the same question ns I put to m\ friends 
ou the opposite side Does lie agree to a corresponding rise m rates and 
fares’ 

Shri Sri Prakasa Ask them where they got their money for the war? 

Mr 8 Guruswamt That is what I was going to ask Then there is the 

question of the travelling porters who are given a consolidated travelling allow¬ 
ance of Rs 3 for spending 20 davs out of headquarters and for contingent out 
of pocket expenses 

Dlwan Oh&man Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) How much does 
the Honourable Member himself get? 
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Mr. 8. (Juruswami: He can get what he wants to get [ am only worried 
about those for whom 1 speak, the lowest class of people who are most 
neglected in this country Well, he was taking about the financial 
^ r M implications l shgli come to it later on but 1 ask him what is 
Lis attitude in regard to the recommendations made by his own technical 
experts The tieneial Managers of the Hallways said that these railway men 
deserve 3 months’ bonus He could not concede that demand The IRC Av 
Conference said that a particulai scale should be given to medical ofhcers He 
would not concede that demand Certain General Managers said that the new 
scales of pay were anoma'ous and must go He would not touch it with a 
pail of tongs He would not even consider the first demand, that thci c should 
be abolition of new scales of pay What wc want is th it the -tandai.l'- 
attained in the last 25 years should not be any more denied to the railwaytrien 
and they should be given the option of choosing the best poj-.il> e s< de that 
has been already recognised in the last 25 years 

Sir, last year, the Government of India appointed a committee known as 
the Krishna Prasad Committee They came to the conclusion that at ’east 
Es 00 would be required for the lowest paid manual labourer or worker in 
the department to meet his rnmnnum demands m the present conditions 
Would he accept that recomint ndation of the Knshua Prasad Committt c ^ 

No The Labour Department of the Government of India suggested on the 
lines of the practice followed in regaid to the Workmen s Compensation Act 
taat dearness allowance should be treated as part of wages Well, the toils 
puacy of employers defeated that The resu’t is that today the workeis lost 
b\ that nearly 1A ciores in the Bhnpe of provident fund bonus and gntuil, 
which would have otherwise ncuued to them 

Then m legard to dearness allowance, the other day he wanted to point out 
that the men are getting lot of money as dearness allowance and that could 
not be ignored The practice on the railways is that a portion of the dearness 
allowance is given m kind and that would not enter into the relief of a 
worker if he dies or meets with an accident while on duty and in regard to 
wages that are given m cash, there is a new cosh system there Men under 
40 get one rate and men above 40 get another rate This practice was not 
preva’ent on the railways when the dearness allowance was introduced The 
Postal Department virtually abolished this practice by giving in the shape of 
cash allowance and good conduct pay an amount of relief which is equal for 
all grades of staff 

Then there is the 7onal distinction A Provincial Government abolished 
the zonal distinction in regard to dearness al’owance but the Hailway will not 
do it It did not have the courage to consider such a demand He raised 
the question about the financial imp'ications He did not raise the 
question when he gave away 200 crores of rupees m all these years to the 
general levenues, contrary to the findings of the Wedgwood Committee which 
Mill tint the railway surpluses should not go to the general revenues The 
Wedgwood Committee said that a reserve fund of 50 crores and about 
30 (lines depreciation fund is all that is necessarv Now he has accumulated 
liu notes He is a very good business man, good at window dressing He 
.an give a gloomy picture if he wants 

Mr Deputy President The Honourable .Member has two minutes more 

Mr 3 Guruswami • The position m regard to the demands that we have 
v .ale is that we are not so arbitrary as to say—neck or nothing We am 
p'tpaied for modifications if an impartial adjudication is arrived at If the- 
go into the statistics that we produce and into the statistics that wi’l lie 
piepued bv the Hallway Board and if these are placed befora that adjudica¬ 
tion authority we shall abide by the findings of that body The position is 
that the present machinery for settlement of disputes on the railways is very 
unsatisfactory The Whitley Commission recommended that there should be 
a joint standing machinery If that had been m existence there would not bo 
the threat to industrial peace that exists today, there would not be the 
present unsntisfactorv conditions where the Labour Member is intimidated bv 
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the towering personality of Sir Edwaid Benthall The Labour Member is 
fol'owing the attitude of that Laputan f philosopher who did not know whether 
the water m the jug supported the jug or the j«g supported the water inside. 
He is still considering whether there is a justiciable issue or not It is a 
most absurd and reactionary attitude that the Labour Department takes m 
this matter But under the Trade Disputes Act it there are any differences 
and any disputes between the employer and the employed and if there is a 
joint application we do not require the favour of the Labour Department to 
bring into existence a court of inquiry May I appeal to the Railway 
Member that he should join with us in an application and refer to an lmpai- 
tial court of inquiry a’l the points that aie m dispute? Within 15 minutes I 
cannot give him figures which will show how he can find the revenue for 
meeting our gnevances 

Finally, Sir, I have one thing to say md that is this In 1938 I was 
invited by the Mexic m Government for the purpose of seeing for myself how 
the management of the railways was conducted in Mexico I accepted that 
invitation and went there, and"I found that when the employers said that the 
workers irresponsible and umeasonable and that any concession to their 
demands would fall on the poor consumers, President Cardenas made this 
offer to the Mexican Railwaymen s Federation, “Will you run the railways?" 
They accepted the cha'lengc, they reduced the rates and fares, they increased 
the wages bill and the administration was extremely satisfactory under the 
control of the workers I will make this offer to the Railway Member If 
with all his business actimpn he cannot meet the demands of the railwaymen, 
let him hand over the administration to the workers They will run the 
railways much better, to the satisfaction of tho people of this country who are 
the owners of the railways, to the satisfaction of the consumers and to tho 
satisfaction of the workers on the railways 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 1 Sir, can the Honourable Membei be 
given one minute more to answer my question? 

An Honourable Member. What is the question? 

Mr S Guruswaml I am prepared to answer the question if the Honour¬ 
able Member accepts adjudication Fifteen minutes are not enough to find 
out 78 crores 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I thought the Honourable Member 
was going to answer it 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad Sir, two issues have been raised on th>s motion, 
n imp y, reheiu hment and wiges f will laise a thud issue, namely tenme 0* 

With regard to letienchment them is ilieady a Bill before the House 
ptoposing reductioi of working hours per week If that Bill becomes law mid 
the numbei of working hours are reduced not one single person will he 
retrenche 1 and the problem will be automatically solved 

As regards wages my Honourible friend the Railway Member thinks tint m 
intrcase of wages will also mem an increase of lates and fares I take a 
different view, and that is that when the wages were fixed in terms of lupces 
they wei ^ guaranted certain comforts Now the purchasing power of the rupee 
is reduced and ten rupees do not bring m the same comforts in the way of food 
and clothing as when the wages were fixed So my Honourable friend the Rail¬ 
way Member should approach his colleagues the Commerce Mcmbci and 
Finance Members and others to lower the price level and fix the purchising 
rupee, m which case the problem about wages will disappear 

I no.v comj to the important issue of tenure of service On the 24th 
Februrary, 1934 I raised the question of appeals which, I said, was most 
defective A person files an appeal to the Divisional Superintendent who just 
sends it back to tho clerk on whose -eport the discharge or dismissal took place 
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and then he gives an order When it goes to the General Manager he never 
reads the appeal, that has been proved on the floor of this House and was 
admitted by one of the predecessors of* the Honourable Member It is sent 
back to the Divisional Superintendent, again sent back to the clerk, and then a 
note is wntten that agent has no reason to interfere It comes to the poor man 
without any one having even read the appeal When the thing comes to the 
Kailway Board the same thing happens and even when it goes to the Viceroy 
the appeal comes back to the same clerk and ho gets the same reply So it 
is really decided by one man who is a c'erK m the Divisional Supeunten- 
dent’s office In that debate on the 24th Eebrimiy, 1934, the late Sir Henry 
Gidnvy took part and this is what he said 

“My Honourable friend Dr Z^uddm has immortalised here the ubiquitous clerk in the 
railway office This u a daily occurrence The opportunity of a subordinate to appeal then 
becomes an absolute farce ' 

It was suggested m that debate that a person with a judicial mind should be 
appointed who should be attached to the office of the Agent and the Hallway 
Board to attend to these appeals I made this suggestion 12 yens ago but 
nothing has jet been done Su years later this question was again raised m 
the House and I mentioned a number of cases in which a very curious punish¬ 
ment has been awarded One case I mentioned was of a man who had joined 
service as Ahmad Hucain and after 20 years he was told that his real name w as 
Husam Ahmad, and so he had been guilty of false personification and was dis 
missed Sir Andrew Clow was at that time Railway Member, I told him that 
when he jointd seivice as Joint Magistrate of 41igarh he was called Kalin 
Sahe j and after that long service he had become Sir Andrew Clow So accord¬ 
ing to this dictum he also should be dismissed But this is the kind of justice 
done I appeal to the Honourable Member to look into this and request that he 
should appoint a person with a judicial mind who should be attached to the 
Railway Board am to the office of the General Manager, to listen to the 
appeals of the Railway Staff The other thing is that appellant authority should 
not be attached to the Railway Department but to the Labour Department 
because th3 man dealing with appeals should not be looking forward to any 
promotion m his own department It is very important In other countnes 
great stress is laid on these appeals, and for the benefit of Honourable Members 
l will quote the system prevailing in the South African Railways Here he 
says, in the system of appeals in South African railways, they have 
established a Board of Appeal consisting of ten Members, a Police Magistrate 
appointed by the Governor m Council is the Chairman, four representatives 
of the employees lepiesenting four Divisions of the State, and five Offioeio, 
namely, the Chief Mechanical Bngineer, the General Traffic Superintendents 
of J thres Divisions and the Engineer m charge of mainteinnce, signal md light 
The Police magistrate, an officer not of relevant branch and a nominee of em¬ 
ployees of the same branch to form the quorum 

What I have described just now is quite different fioni the < isua! system 
of 1 stenmg to appeals Not a single individual evei u ids the appeal of the 
uiifoitunate person who has been punished simply on the repoit of a cleik This 
is a thing which requires careful consideration I igain point out to the Honour¬ 
able Member that this matter has been waiting for the last 12 years and we 
have bad debates in this House several times and nothing happened I think 
tha f this question ought to be taken up by the Labour Department, because thev 
have a Labour Welfare Officer So I suggest that the hearing ■ »f ippeals ought 
to no trareferred from the Railway Depmtrrent to another Dcpmtment of the 
Government of India, preferably the Laboui Department They should appoint 
persons with judicial experience to listen to these appeals, as was suggested 
by the House 12 years ago Or, they should follow the example set by South 
African Government and appoint a special Tribunal of which the President 
should bf a semi police officer and the Tribunal should contain representatives of 
railway employees as well If this system of hearing appeals is introduced, then 
surely there will be better security of tenure in sei vices which does not exist 
among officials at present I do not want to lay great stress, but I must point 
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■out to my Honourable friend repiesentmg the Labour Federation that his 
ledeialiou gave very little assistance in the matter ot appeals when 
Bpi~i.d casts went to them It was for this reason that 
the Mub a l employees were forced to have then own 

.Muslim Railway employees Association We lepeatedly brought the oases of 
tnese persons who were ill tieated under the system ol appeals, but they paid 
no attention whatsoever It is one of the grievances I have against the all India 
Kail way Employees Eedeiation, because they really took up the cause of only 
■one class ot people about appeals They did not take up the cause of otln r 
classes of pcopli It my Honoui able friend is anxious about these things, he 
may leud my speedn which was delivered m the Legislative Assembly when I 
recited i nurnbti of cases of this kind, a good many ot them were also quoted by 
Mi DeSou/a in his report I’robnb y the llonouiable Member might look up those 
cases as well We should have security of tenure for these railway employees, 
co whatever nationality they may belong, they sEould be convinced that so long 
as the^ discharge their duties satisfactorily, their services will be secute and 
they wiU not be hui«ssed or dismissed simply on the whims of an officer who 
did not like the subordinates for one reason or another and punish them because 
they had not been obedient to him m private life or something of that kind 
Sir a'l the three points raised m the Cut Motion are important There ought 
to be no retrenchment and I am sure there will be no retienchrnent because we 
will huv > new woiks and also the hours of work will be diminished On the 
question of rates and fares, I suggest we should lower the price level and we 
shou d make the rupee have the same purchasing power which it had when the 
scales ol salaries were fixed On the system of appeals, [ have already said 
you should adopt a better system 

Sardar Sampuran Singh (West Punjab Sikh) Sir, I have full sympathy 
with the Honourable the mover of the motion, but he seems to be taking only 
two parties into consideration, that is the Government and the railway em¬ 
ployee- I think there is a third party to this question, and that is the public, 
the passengers and the masses for whose benefit the railways are being run 
If the general cendition of the peop e in this country, is kept m view, we would 
not talk about laismg the pay and increasing the expenses when we know that 
the person who has to pay has much less income chan the person whom the 
raiUav employs We are too much in the habit of measuring everything with 
the standard of wages by which we pay to the Englishman in this country 
Whenever we think of any Government employee we try to measure his wages 
by the standard of the emoluments by which we pay to the Europeans m this 
count!v \V( do not consider whit is the income of an average man of our 
country whi pays 11 s who pays the railway employees and who is responsible 
for mceti tg all expenses incurred 111 conneition with this top heavy adminihha- 
tion When we comp ire the income of the lailway empoyees with that of the 
peasant in this countrv, I think we would feel that we are not pci haps quite 
right to demand such high salaries for our lailway employees I have f| dl 
sympathy with this principle that it is the duty of the Government to see that 
everybody ge+s enough wages at least to keep his body aud soul together that 
is the almost we -an expect m this countiy of poor people But that docs not 
mean that we should not provide at least the same comfort for the paymaster 
Considering the condition of the people of the country we can not allow 
high salaties to the railway men 

Next is the question of employing ex-service men in the Railway department 
I quite agree J hnt it is the right of everybody that he should get enough woik 
for Ins living But this principle should not app’y only to railway employees, 
it should apply to all—ex service men as well If you are going to turn out 
thousands and millions of people from the army and from various other Depart¬ 
ments connected with the War, then it is the duty of Government to employ all 
these people as-well whom they are going to demob On this point, I »m not 
going to gainsav what has been said by others I would certainly add that 
when you are thinking of these railway employees, you should also think of 
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those millions of people, who, as you ought to admit, have joined the army and 
other services because they were starving here They joined the army for 
making their living and now on being demobbed thpy should be giveo 
opportunities and occasions to make their living I fully agree with my 
Honourable friend Dr Sir Ziauddm Ahmad that officers not only in the Railway 
but also in most of the other Government departments have developed t l * 
habit of not going deep into the cases of appeals, I would even say they d 
not give even proper thought to appeals from subordinates which come before- 
them Sometimes they pass most ridiculous orders on such appeals. 
When one reads their orders, one feels that perhaps they 

did not even go through the files Perhaps they have to do too much work, 
hut ij is a fact that the appellate authorities rarely go carefully through 
the files—as then predecessors did and consequently rarely justice is done to 
the petitioners I think under these circumstances eithei there should be 
separate tribunals for hearing these appeals or I think it would be better if the 
appeals relating to one Department are looked into by another which is likely 
to know and understand the working of the former Department So far as- 
the Cut Motion is concerned I generally agree with the principle and I would 
support it, but it should not be taken m the sense as some Members of (he 
House seem to take it 

Mr Nagendranath Mukhopadhyay (Calcutta Suburbs Non-Muhammadan 
Urbau) I rise to support the Cut Motion moved by my honourable friend Mr 
Gadgil This budget has been called a victory budget But I would call it » 
mechanical budget because it has taken no notice of the human element in it 
Do the Railways merely consist of so many engines and trains? Ate the 
employees also to be considered to be machines? That the employees are men, 
that they have cravings and that they have higher aspirations in life have not 
been taken into consideration My submission is this It is veiv retieihing- 
to hear that the railways have delivered the goods It is equally refiCalling to 
hear thaj 85 millions of passengers have been earned by the railways every 
month It is also heartening to be told that profit has accrued to the extent 
of Rs 225 crores this year But when you are to pay these men who have worked 
dry and night, day m and day out, without any rest and brought about thiB suc¬ 
cess, when the question of Remunerating them comes up, you complain “Where 
is the money to come from?” That is very funny mdeed I do not like to refer 
to the Lee Ccrinrnssion which awarded crores of rupees to the supenor officers 
m all branches of the service I do not object to the payment of dearness 
allowance to the officers who are drawing over thousand rupees pay I simply 
say “Ou f of the 225 crores of rupees why do you not put aside fifty crores for 
th»se human machines?” Now, the days are fast changing We are going to 
attaiu freedom And these human machines may someday become an asset to 
the Railway Board Don’t you see how the times are changing? Here we 
have a Governor who has been a porter From the rank of a railwayman he rose 
to the position of President of the Uuion and now he has occupied the gadi of 
the Governor of Bengal So, if the best brains in the Railway Department are- 
encouraged and if proper facilities are given to them, some people will -ome 
forward and be able to sit by the side of the Members of the Railway Board and 
will occupy positions by the side of the Honourable Member Instead of en¬ 
couraging these men, you say this victory budget means that 8,800 persons are 
to be discharged What is their offence? They have worked for the success of 
the railways and they thought as a reward of their labour that they will have 
permanent appointments But these temporary hands are to be discharged 
This is funny indeed After their strenuous labour, after their bona fide attempt 
to make it a success, they are now to be discharged This ought not to be 
Not a single railway man should be discharged That is my humble submission 
If you want to create a tradition that will remain for ever, even when India ir 
free, a tradition that will be followed, it is your duty t& follow it now I 
aimplv submit that the mamooh statement, the stereotyped method of saying 
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that a Commission will be engaged to revise the scales ot pay, is certain to put 
it off That Ss not encouraging I think the whole budget should be recast and 
a sufficient amount should be provided foi giving pioper remuneration to the 
employees—these labourers who have made it a success If you do that, then 
you will have the hearty blessings of all people of India and of God If you 
fad to do that, then you are damned for ever So I ask the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber to leconsider the present situation The times have changed and these young 
uieu who have given their best to the service of the lailway should be en¬ 
couraged and their better brains shou d be developed Fuller opportunities 
should be given for then education and tinming They are men They have 
then famihi ■> and then children They have to look aftei them Please 
theieto 1 e considei them as human beings and give them human facilities to 
use That is my humble submission With these remarks I support the 
t ut Motion 

Ur Frank R Anthony (Nominated Non-Official) I use to support this 
motion although I do not propose, like the previous speaker, to attempt to 
damn the Honourable the War Transport Member 

Ur Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Division Non-Muhammadan 
Kural) Whv not- 1 

Ur Frank R. Anthony He may deseive it, but I do not propose to 

do it as m attempting to do so I will have to invoke the services 

ot a bishop in order to make it effective With legaid to my honourable 
ft lend, the mover of this motion who lias also interrupted me with 
the question ‘Why not 9 —I am glad he lias not pursued a communal hate— 

I mav till linn that I am ns much mteiested m the inferior servant 
i- he is Do not for a moment allow \ out self to labour undei a fallacv 

ti it the Anglo Indian is m leceipt of munifkient scales of pay There aie mam 

stoics of Anglo-Indians who aie getting twelve rupees a month as a basic wage 
In t is all thev aie getting today—i\ uina- a <1 iv I want you to disabuse 
v jin mind of this fallacy, that because a peison is an Anglo Indian an Anglo- 
Indian he automatically is m receipt of a good pav I am glad therefore that 
the mover did not persue any communal issue, although he made an oblique- 
tefuence to it 

Sir T do not want to elaborate on this question cjf wages because I have a 
sepuate Out Motion on which I hope to speak at some length In that Cut 
Motion I have asked for a sixty rupee wage to all employees who are in the 
lowu cadic of rnlwav service But I would ask here, as all the railways have 
c nne under State management, that a uniform w age scale should be introduced 
foi vll the i ail ways in the lower cadres These scales and emoluments vary from 
mlwav to railway It is high time, now that theie is the same administration, 
tint foi mei with the same qualifications doing the same work you should pay 
the same uniform scale of emoluments 

Mv honourable friend m his Cut Motion leferied to the question of working 
hours but T have not noticed any comments from the speakers Before I come 
to tint T might make some answer to my honourable friend to m\ left who 
ritlipr cut across the requests on behalf of railway labour I agree with him 
entnelv that this country is abjectly poor, that the man m the street is abjectly 
poor, but mav I suggest to him that labour m this country, when it makes a 
request foi bettor emoluments for the railway worker, is acting as a spear-head 
foi the general advancement and uplift of the poor man in this country? I am 
asking for the uplift of the railway worker, but thereby we are not proposing 
to put an incubus on the peasants m whom my friend is very warmly interested 
These increased emoluments need not be made available as a result of increased 
burdens on the peasant Mv friend Mr Ouruswami has told us that if this 
matter is referred to adjudication he will tell the Honourable the War Trans¬ 
port Member how to secure the 78 crores of rupees which will be involved in* 
givnvj th-» lower cadre of railwaymen a decent living Wage 
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As I said, nobody has commented on this question of working hours. I have 
raised this matter for the last four yea^s and quite frankly 1 have got really 
tired of it, this is a matter on which I cannot evoke the simmering of any 
response from tho Honourable the War Transport Member For years I have 
complained of these unduly, inordinately long hours of work I do not know 
why even a request ot this sort, a very modest request, my Honourable fnemj. 
figuratively and sometimes literally turns his back on 
Shri Sri Prakasa He woiks very hard himself 

Ur. Prank B. Anthony: Not anything like the Fireman or the Driver who in 
scoies of cases known to me have been required to work—I am prepared to 
give you hguies authenticated by log books—for 20, 25, 30, 32 hours con¬ 
tinuously My Honourable fnend, on my left was talking of a 42 hour and 50 
hour week I can produce cases where men have been made to work 32 hours 
continuously, where men have been made to woik 10 hours continuously m the 
sumnif r months, on the foot plate—the most heartbreaking job—and when 
they where physically incapable of standing the stiam any more and asked to 
be relieved, they were summanly removed from suvice I know one case pei- 
sonally A man was removed merely because after having worked toi 16 hours 
continuously and when it was physica'ly impossible for him to do any more 
work, he asked to be relieved, and instead of doing that he was summanly 
removal from soivice, after having put in 1 0 years of service That is the most 
unfortunate part of the whole thing 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Th re is a little more in it than 
that, as the Honourable Member knows Theie were other considerations 
Mr. Frank B Anthony I will come to that later But I may tell the 
Honourable the War Transport Membei that even now on the B N. Railway if 
you will get hold of the log books m certain areas you will fand that men are 
being made to work foi 20 and 22 hours I would ask him to put a stop to this 
On the question of leave, which is another item which occurs in this motion, 
1 have been nnormed that it is a considerable source of resentment that dis¬ 
crimination prevails very strongly in the matter of leave privileges, that people 
who take leave overseas are allowed to take a certain period of leave on full pay, 
while people doing the same work if they want to take leave in this country 
can only take half the period on full pay or the full period on half pay This I 
Bubmit m a discriminatory condition which is very much resented by the men, 
and quite rightly so 

Finally I come to this question of the security of staff And here I would 
endorse completely the views expressed by my Honourable fnend, Dr Sir 
Ziauddin Ahmad This is a matter also which I have raised m season and ouf 
of seasou, but so far without any successful results I do not know whether 
Members of this House appreciate the fact that of all the Government services 
this is the one service which insists on perpetuating a system of msecunty of 
servioe which is nothmg less than a relic from the dark ages The railwayman 
today has absolutely no secunty of service He enters into what is euphemisti¬ 
cally called a contract, but is entirely an unilateral arrangement The railway 
can get rid of him, give a notice without assigning any reason This does 
not obtain in any other Government department There is a provision of 
removal from service as distinct from dismissal Any railwayman who has 
put m even 25 years of service, because his appearance—the colour of his hair 
or the colour of his eyes—does not commend itself to his boss can be removed 
from service This is a matter of which I have personal knowledge and which 
I would say even the Honourable the War Transport Member does not possess 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Has the Honourable Member ever 
come across a case where some of these railwaymen have been removed from 
service because of the colour of their eyes or of their hair 

Mr. Frank B Anthony: I do not expect any railway officer of however low 
degree of intelligence to put down on paper that he is removing a man becsiusa 
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he does uot like tlie coiour ot his hail Hut they lemove linn loi these motives 
without assigning any reason You h>we this provision which gives the railway 
authouty absolute power which is abused ovei and over again A man commits 
himseii uiidei the lules, you can dismiss him provided y ou substantiate the 
chaige but you won t give hmi the opportunity of explaining his position It 
as a monstrous provision It is one of the provisions which has led to a consider¬ 
able leeling ol "isecuuty on the laiiways 

Aly Honouidbic lriend bdid when I letoired to the case ot a man having 
been iemo/„d Lor rciusing to work at ter sixteen hours ot continuous woik, that 
there weic utlrei considerations The other considerations were these You 
have another provision on the Hallways—a man can be removed irom 
aervic 1 tor dlleged repeated minor oilences Take this phrase into consideration 
repeated minoi ohences What Government servant in the couise of twenty 
yeais of service has not fallen horn gruc<. and has been hned two lupces or 
tluee tupte^, hut on the railways m pursuance ot your old-fdshioned, aibitrary, 
high-handed policy you will get hold ot a man whom you don t like, you will 
rake up his obucial past, his record of twenty-five .years service, and you will 
hud out heic and there that he has been hned hve rupees for dropping a lead plug 
or two rupeeo tor running late and you will remove him from service This 
is not done in any other department of the Government These are obvious 
injustices whicn 1 have lepeutedly asked you to remove How will your 
efficiency suiter if you meieiy bring the provisions governing conduct, governing 
enquiries, gcveming dismissal into lnie with the provisions 
obtaining in th c other Government services That is all I am asking you 
As my Honourable fuend, t>ir Zia Uddui Ahmed, lias pointed out, your pro¬ 
visions witn regard to enquiries and appeals aie obsolete, they are more than 
that—they are farcical In a Court of law if a man is convicted, he can get 
copies of the evidence on which he is convicted You charge-sheet a man as a 
result of an enquiry and you decide to dismiss him When that man m order to 
put iu his appeal asks for copies of the evidence which has been led against 
him, you say that no copies can be given The commonest felon m this country 
afte v he has been convicted has the absolute right to get copies of the evidence 
on win u he has been convicted But you letuse to supply that evidence. 
With what resuit ’ He puts m an appeal without knowing what evidence has 
been considered against him And as my Honourable friend Dr Sir Zia Uddin 
Ahmed pointed out, the process of appeal is the most farcical of all the 
processes It lias to go through the authority that has convicted the man, and 
the appellate authority usually never reads it If a man is convicted on the 
railway, m cent per cent cases—1 wall give you a concession,—m 99 9 per cent 
cases the appeal is never lead It is only a nominal process of getting a rubber 
stamp affixed to it That is all I am not asking for much I am only asking 
you to do away with this obsolete provision If a man is to be convicted, allow 
him an enquiry based on judicial procedure 

And finally, may I ask the Honourable the War Transport Member—he 18 
not list< ning to me 

Mr Deputy President. The Honourable Member has one minute more 

Mr Frank B Anthony Alay I make a final reference to this question of 
reservation of 70 per cent, of vacancies for ex-servicemen I feel very strongly 
-on this point Perhaps members of the House look at this matter from opposite 
points of view But as I said before Government has an obligation to the ex- 
soldier Whether Honourable Members are prepared to accept it or not the 
ex soldier was responsible for preventing this country from being overrun by the 
Japanese The most ardent Indian patriots who knew the Japanese when they 
were serving with the Indian National Army, regarded the Japanese as savage 
uncivilised little brutes It is the ex-soldiers who did prevent our country from 
being overrun by such men I am not for one moment asking you deliberately 
io retrench those m employment 

Mr Deputy President • The Honourable Member’s time is up 



THE RAILWAY BUDGET-LIST OF DEMANDS 1387 

Mr. Prank It. Anthony. Try and find them the maximum employment But 
uu the matter of re-employing the ex-soldier you have given a piomise and it 
will be a sorry thing if you went back pn that piomise 

Sliri Satya Narayan Sinha. The question be now put 

Mr Deputy President The question is 

“that the question be now put 

Tile motion was adopted 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. 1 shall have to deal very hurriedly 
with only a lew ot the points that have been raised One of two speakers spoke 
of the ciores ot lupees given away to the gazetted staff If Honourable item 
beis concerned, or any Members will look at the Administration .Report ot last 
year, pugs 4d, they will see that of the total ot 57 cioies which ib paid out to 
start tor th it yeai, d cores or about 6 per cent, only is paid to gazetted start and 
the balance 54 7 2 crores is paid to non gazetted employees The concessions to 
the gazetted staff amount to very little indeed computed with the concessions 
to the rest ot the stuff 

1 must just m ike one othi i point It is said that it is the duty ot the Govern¬ 
ment to find employment toi all lailway woikers 1 agree that it is the duty of 
Government to create conditions foi the maximum employment But X do 
not thinn that any Government can be expected to find employment in the rail¬ 
ways if the work is not there, particularly for temporary workers, possibly men 
who have joined tor a month or two and who now apparently claim—I do not 
• think the claim is really sincere, because X can quote Mr Guruswami’s own 
words against it—but the claim often pressed applies to men who have only 
had perhaps a couple ot months service with the lai'ways and who claim that 
ou that basis they should be employed on the railways for the rest ot their lives 

Mi Anthony raised a number ot points in his usual style and ieitested 
points which he had raised in previous years ind fiankly X am not able to 
deal with them all at the moment, but I would like to touch on this question of 
hours of woik, because it is one which has been worrying us tor a long time I 
have talked to engine drivers and the running staff who have had very long 
hours during the war and it is our desire to do something about that In 
oases where we have attempted to do it we have however sometimes got the 
backlash from the running staff They say that they are thereby losing 
allowances and, so would rather have the longer hours The Board have issued 
instructions to railways that they have no objections to Administrations giving 
-consideration to the immediate application of the principles of the Payment of 
TOfages Act to the running staff if by doing so they can keep on men who would 
otherwise become surplus and thereby prevent an increase of unemployment 
among railwaymen The whole question of the hours of employment regulations 
is under careful study of the (Board with a view to seeing what they can do to 
case the position ot the running staff 

I han now better try and deal with the main issue in front of us I should 
not like my honourable friends representing labour to think that we are anything 
but sympathetic to their claims T have interjected certain questions to-day 
because I feel that the House is not facing up to the issue I have asked the 
honourable the mover and my honourable fnend Mr Guruswami to give me a 
straight answer to the question where the money is coming from and m neither 
case have I had it They will not face up to the issue 

Shri Sri Prakasa The Nasik Press will give you all the money! 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall’ In spite of those interjections I do 
appreciate how very anxious railwayman are and it is natural too that they 
should ask for bettei pay and conditions I do appreciate how worried they 
ire about the question of retrenchment, about the post-war scales and so on. 
/tad we are not at all unsvmpatheic But some of the demands are unreason- 
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able aud l have at tempted to show th^t We aie bound by financial limitations 
whatevei anybody cares to say and vve cannot get away from them They must 
be faced up t<> ' We have got to come out boldly aud face up to the facts of 
the situation Someone has to do it aud it is not reasonable to leave it only 
to the Government spokesmen and for other Mernbeis to shrik the issue for 
that is what 1 -, happening 

I am veiy unxious that this ditbiult question should be solved by consulta¬ 
tion My honoumble tueud said, Wlicie thcic is a will theie is a way’ and 
there ought to be a way out of this Mi Guruswaim said that he would be 
vei> pleased to discuss it L quite agiee The Hallway Bouid and Government 
am pcileitlv willing to discuss this but tnc House should know that we did 
in mge l melting tile otliei day, on Eeluuaiv, 12tli, with the Uailwaymens 
fc'edciatiou and the Hoard was sitting theie when a lettci came saying that 
tin. Uiilwiyuisiis Indention veiy much logullcd lint they weie unvvillmg 
to meet the Bond and niste id put out i stake’ llueat Well, Sn, I have 
always had one principle m dealing with l ibour questions over quite a number 
of year** It was my principle in business, that wheie theie are disputes with 
labour there is usually no smoke without fare and I hive ilways believed m 
examining the grievances of the workers with the utmost thoroughness and 
sympathy ini veiy often one finds that there ate wrongs, that there are things 
whu li might be lighted and th it concessions can justly he given, concessions 
which liutinally fill below the extreme cl unis of labour, but which aie reason¬ 
able and within the fimncial limitations which can be given md go some way," 
if not ill (he w ij, to meet the just demands of labour I believe therefore in 
going most thoroughly into ill questions which in>-e with lsbom md miking 
quite certain that thev are getting a lair deal I have stood loi thu, tbioughout 
the wai md thcic is no doubt tint tin 1 ulwavmen do gel gieatei concessions 
thin any other class of Government servants But having given the workers 
a fair deal, I do not believe m vielding to threats 

Sir, this strike threat is a challenge no! only to the Railway Administration 
but far moie to the public Furthermore, it is something in the nature of a 
boomerang Because if you have a striki, it aftects the financial position of 
the railway and immediately and automatically there is less money to pay to 
the workers That is inescapable There is no question therefore that if you 
subsequently have to go in for retrenchment, it is not a case of victimisation 
but it is a consequence of the action taken It is also, I suggest, at the present 
time a challenge to the public, just at the moment when everybody is steaming 
eveiy nerve for the reconstruction of India, politically and economically, and 
particularly at a lime when we are facing a food crisis And I consider that 
in view of the attitude of Government in this matter this threat of strike is 
a totally unjustifiable attitude and one, which, I for one cannot accept 

[At this stage Mr President (the Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) 
resumed the Chair ] • 

On thp general issue, it would of course be extremely easy for me to respond 
A speaker over there, I think it was Mr Gadgil said that Government is never 
generous, that Government never shows generosity m this matter It would 
be perfectly easy for me to give handsome benefits to railway labour and to 
walk out and leave my Honourable friends with the baby It would not, I 
think, be right, but that is what would happen, because "as the figures sLiw, 
somebody has got to face up to this issue 

[ think myself that the solution of all these problems lies not m the course 
of “less work and more pay’ as is suggested in many quarters but in finding 
more work for the railways and m more work by the railwavmen If wo can 
work together to create industrial activity throughout the country, there 's every 
hope that we shall reduce retrenchment to the minimum and m consequonce of 
the industrial and consequential railway activitv, have more money available 
for staff amenities and for every other purpose But, as I said, every stoppage, 
whether m industry or in lailways, means less monev for the railways and. 
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thtieioic less ruout \ for the v, orkei-s, and therefore it is commousense that* we 
must hnd a solution for this difficulty m working together, in meeting and dis- 
cussit g these problems and trying to find a wa^ out bir, we m the Railway 
Department are only too anxious to meet the Railwaymen’s Federation and 
discuss these matters lurthei with them Government have stated that they 
are appointing an impartial committee, because it is going to have a non-official 
majortty It is an impartial commission to go into the question of postwei 
seal i and 1 nelieic that goes quite a long way m reality, if the will e» there, 
to meet Mr ( uiuswann, who said that he was prepared to coopeiate with an 
lmpm tial couii; Oi enquiry This is au impartial commission and I can only 
assuie him once again that we are only too anxious to meet and discuss and 
try ,md finu a bosis of agieeinent But we will not yield to threats as my 
Honouiable friend Saidar Sampuiun Singh said, in the interests of 
Tlt the public, whose interests come far above anybody’s in this mattei, 
particularly at this difficult time Sir I must oppose the cut motion 
Mr President - The question is 

■That the demand under the head Railway Board be reduced by Ra 100 ” 

The motion was adopted 

SITl \T1()\ /,’/<; STRIKE VT BOMBAY VXD KARACHI BY R I N 
RATINGS 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose (Calcutta Non-Muhammadan Urban) Sir, I ask 
y r m forgiveness and also that of the House for detaining the House at this 
houi in the afternoon but my justification is that the news which has come to 
Delhi from different parts of the <ountr\ and particulaiK from Bombay and 
Karachi, is tint the situation has considerably worsened since this morning 
Vm will icmeinbei, Sii, this morning I said that haling legalrl to 
tlit* hihsl news that we had got that the situation had worssned in 
Bombay md also in Kaiachi, we could not be a pniti to diop 
ping llie adjournment motion altogether Tn answer to that Mr Mason said, 

‘I do not think it is correct to say that the situation has worsened I believe 
that a'l yesterday evening the situation was very much better”, and, later 
on, he added, "It is very much better I think there is very good hope of a 
-easonahle solution being reached in the course of today ’’ In those circum¬ 
stances, Sit, we thought th*jt, having icgaid to what was said from the Gov¬ 
ernment Benches, it might improve the situation if the adjournment motion 
was not discussed this afternoon But at about quarter to four news came 
to ii-, that m Karachi this morning HMT S Hnulustan was under fire for 25 
minutes that there were casualties and eventually the ship’s compam had sur¬ 
rendered Furthei news came that in Bombaj the situation had definitely 
worsened that tanks were oil the streets of Bombay, and that there were a lot 
of casualties I am told bv my colleagues w r ho come from the Bombay Presi¬ 
dent a tint there were firings 20 times and 60 (sixtv) deaths I would not like 
to detail, the House longer than i neeessaiv, but having regard to the fact 
that the situation has definitely worsened, I would request vou and I would 
request the Leader of the House also to co-operate with the House m having 
a sitting tomorrow Having regaid to the situation with which we are faced, 

I think the House should be in leadmess tomorrow to deal with anv urgent 
mattei that comes before it, the situation from all accounts that we have 
received, certainly demands of us as representatives of the people that we 
should be in readiness to tackle with it and to give our advice whethei by 
means of an adjournment motion or bv am resolution that can be flamed The 
first thing to be done is this I ask vou, Sir,—and I ask the Leader of the 
House to cooperate with vou and with us—to decide that the House will sit 
tomorrow, because it may well be that the situation mav be worse tomoirow 
that it is todav and we cannot possiblv as representatives of the people, sit 
in our homes while fires are burning in Bombay, Karachi and elsewhere With 
the utmost 'respect to all mv colleagues in this House, I would suggest to them 
to leave all Work aside, to appreciate the seriousness of the situation and to 
assemble nr the House tomorrow morning 



1390 legislative assembly [22nd Feb 194fr 

Mr President \ do not know what the position of the Honourable the 
Leader of the House will be 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benttfall (Leader of the House) Sir, I have 
been handicapped owing to the debate this afternoon—I have not had the 
despatch which the Honourable Member has just read The position is, as 
you know, that this morning your ruling, as I understood it, was that we 
should meet on Monday to discuss this subject at 4 p m I also understood 
that there wars general agreement this morning that it was in the public interest 
that we should leave e little time for thought between now and then and that 
this question in the general interest, should stand over foi debate on Monday 
afternoon That is how I understood your ruling this morning, naturally in a 
serious situation like this which has arisen further developments may have- 
occurred, but I still think it would be m the public interests to leave the 
debate till then, when we hone the thing will be clearer Apart from that we 
had reserved tomorrow for Bretton Woods, but that has fallen irrevocably 
through and we have rothmg for the order paper 

Mr President* Mv point is whether Government will consent to the House 
sifting tomorrow 

An Honourable Member* We can find business any time 

Prof. N G Ranga (Guntur cum Nellore Non Muhammad in Hum!) 
Practically this is m itself the business 

Mr M. ASaf All (Delhi General) Mav I sav that if there is no other busi¬ 
ness then I would insist on mv adjoinnment motion being taken up tomorrow, 
because after all it was the urgency of the situation wfaich had moved me to* 
table that motion and T na<- piepared to postpone it till Monday in view of 
the statements that were made and in view of the general hope expressed thatr 
there would be no further doterioiation of the situation Tn fact T bad made 
it perfectly clear m the morning that the suggestion I had made about referring* 
the whole matter to the Defence Consultative Committee should be taken as a 
sign of truce In fact I made it perfectly clear that it should be truce from 
that moment onwards Now apparently that truce has not been observed? 
and if that is so, I insist that the adioumment motion should be taken up 
tomorrow, and it is the right of the House that we should demand a sitting- 
for tomorrow for the simple reason that the situation is deteriorating from 
moment to moment It is not a question of the situation standing still H 
has rot staved out, it is deteriorating from moment to moment, and m that 
situation T do not see how we can sit still We shall have to assemble here 
It is not as if we cannot assemble tomorrow We can assemble tomorrow and 
I do not see why Government should not agree to a sitting tomorrow As for 
the business, I have said that if there is no other business, then this adjourn¬ 
ment motion ought to be taken up 

Sardar Man gal Singh (East Punjab Sikh) Sir, I entirely associate mvselff 
with the observations made bv mv friend the Deputv Leader of the Congress- 
Party, but I do not agree with him when he says that tomorrow we should come 
and take up the adjournment motion only I would submit that the Govern¬ 
ment should bring forward a motion earlv in the day that the political situar< 
tion m the country be taken into consideration In that case we would be 
able to devote the whole of the dav for the discussion of this question If wo- 
take up the adjournment motion there will be onlv two hours to discuss it and' 
raturallv many honourable members would bkp to speak on this matter I 
would therefore submit that the Leader of the House should agree to give the 
whole of tomorrow to the discussion of this critical position 

Mias Maui ban Kara (Nominated Non-Official) When the Assembly is 
going to sit tomorrow in order to discuss this specific question T do not under¬ 
stand how it can be debated on am adjournment motion So I submit that 
foroorrow's meeting should he entirely devoted to a thorough discussion of 
the subject When a special meeting is being called, it should not be only 
/o’* discussing an adjournment motion 



S1R1KK AT BOMBAY AND KARACHI BY R I N RATINGS 1391 

Mr President. The question at present is whether we are meeting tomorrow 
or not On that point, 1 would like to ^iear the War Secretary 

Mr P. Mason (Government of India Nominated Official) May I say in 
leply to the Leader of the opposition that when 1 said this morning that I 
telt that the situation was improving, I was speaking of the prospects of & 
settlement over the next two days of the indiscipline which has occurred, 
and 1 know of nothing that has happened since, which makes it unlikely that 
that question should he settled over the next two or three da vs There have 
been, it is true according to my information two occurrences, one is the sur- 
lender of Hindustan. 

Mr M. Asaf All: Despite the truce 

Mr, P. Mason: 1 never mentioned the word ‘truce’ I also heard there was 
an outbreak of noting in Bombay dunug the day, but my information is that 
that is not a matter in which the ratings of the KIN are concerned Other 
members of tho House uuv have better information than mine, but I under¬ 
stand that that is an outbreak of noting such as doeb happen m Bombay and 
Calcutta when the conditions are disturbed in which the lawless elements of 
the population have broken out 

An Honourable Member: What about Karachi, Mr Mason? 

Mr P. Mason: In Karachi the position is as I said this morning, that the 
shore establishments have now handed over all their weapons and there seems 
to be no further resistance there In the Hindustan the ratingB have fallen 
m on the jettv and the matter is, I hope, virtually over 

Prof. N. O. Hanga* Kill them into submission 

Mr. P. Mason: The point I wish to make is that while negotiations are still 
going on and the matter is being completed I question whether a discussion 
in this House is leally in the public inteiest It seems to me—and I do say 
this with a sense of responsibility which, I know, is shared on the other side 
of the House—that the only effect of a further meeting and a long day s dis¬ 
cussion on this subject tomorrow—the only effect it 'an have is to encourage 
those who are taking part m this indiscipline to continue, and that is what T 
think we all wish to avoid 

An Honourable Member: iVnd leave you a free hand to shoot them! 

Sbri Sarat Chandra Bose: May I say a few words in leply to Mr Mason? 
The facts which I placed before the House this afternoon have not been attempt¬ 
ed to b„ challenged Jhe fn^t fact *s that H M S Hindustan was brought 
under fire and that there were casualties The further fact is that the fire lasted 
for twenty-five minutes, and one can safely presume that the casualties were 
heavv Then, as regards Bombay, the situation has defimteiv worsened My 
Honourable friend Mr Manu Subedar and other members of this House have 
received information that there have been sixty deaths m Bombay todav since 
we met in the morning The suggestion that has fallen from mv honourable 
friend Sardar Mangal Singh that the whole situation should be discussed 
tomonow, is one which, I expect the Leader of the House and Mr Mason will 
accept It is no use saying that there has bpen discipline here and indiscipline 
there We know what discipline or indiscipline means m the vocabulary of 
the British imperialist We know what law and order mean m the dictiqnarv 
of British imperialists We Indians have our own view of discipline and oui 
own view of indiscipline We have our own view of law and ordei, I mention 
thesfo facts in ordei to show that there is certainly very gieat necessity for the 
matter being discussed m the House tomonow After all, we are here repie- 
sentmg the people and surely we cannot sit with folded hands here while 
Bombay is burning, Kaiachi is burning and probably Ca’cuttu also is burning by 
this time I therefore press my suggestion for vour consideration and for the 
consideration of all Members of this House—the suggestion being that tomorrow 
we should meet m the morning at 11 a m to consider the whole situation 
Whether in the afternoon an adjournment motion should be brought forward 
or not would be a matter for you to consider 
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Nawabaada Liaquat All Kuan (Meerut lhv sion Muhammadan Kural) 1 
think it u> lecoguibed by eveiy one in tins House that tiie situation is very 
senoub indied ilie omy oujs-Uion w|j ch the Government seem to have with 
legura to me dibcUbSion ol tms pellicular matter tomorrow is that they feet 
that a (iibcusbion in tins House might make the situation detenoiate 1 do 
not agree wuu that piopos non it me Government. j. leei miu a uibtusbion 
in thie House is likely to improve the situation I was m Bombay last evening 
Borne ot thebe people who are involved in it met some of the Muslim League 
Leuders there and they seemed to be very anxious and very keen that a solution 
should be lounu and mat the r ie 0 itiniaue gnevanees biiou.U be lemeUied and if 
they tome to know that the elected representatives of the people have taken 
notice ol the situation, are cognibant ol tlieir giievunces and aie presb-iig upon 
the Government to meet them 1 feel thut the situation is likely to improve and 
I don t see why the situation should deteriorate Alter all the Membeis ot this 
House are responsible persons and on this occasion at least 1 hope that no 
Meinbei will make a sptecii tor propaganda purposes, because tnere are the 
lives of so many hundreds and thousands of people involved 1 feel, Mr Presi¬ 
dent, that u dibcussion ot the situation will improve matters and wui not deteno- 
rete it further 

Mr. F. J Griffiths (Assam European) We, in this Group, feel some besita- 
tio i in coming to a com lusion os to the advisability ot a discussion tomorrow or 
not There is no doubt as to the tei oubiicbb ot tnc s tuuuon but the piactical 
question ib—will a discussion tomorrow contribute to a settlement or exacerbate 
the trouble? Thut is an exceedingly difficult question to determine Foi my 
own pait i have some doubt I have a good deal ot doubt as to whether a dis 
oussion tomorrow may not make things worse At the same time we recognise 
the anxiety of everybody in this House on the subject We recognise that it is 
natural that the House should want to discuss it So, in spite of the doubt 
which ekists m our minds, we laise no objection to the ho ding of a session 
tomorrow, it other parties so wish 

Mr President. I think so fui as the Chair is concimed now the matter rests 
on tne consent ot the Government 

Mr P. Mason May I make a suggestion? What I am afraid of is, as I 
have said, that an open discubs’on here may lead to a mou> obstinate attitude 
and more refusal to discuss and mav result in barm being done to the prospects 
of an euily bettleintiit 1 would suggest what I understand bus been done 
before in this House and has been adopted m the House of Commons and that 
is a secret session Wt ran then discuss the matter freely and the conclusions 
reached may be placed before the public, if necessaiy 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose' The piactice of secret sessions came into vogue 
during the vvm and is propeilv applicable to war time Is the War Secretary 
seriously ot the opinion th it what K taking plate at Knrucm and Bombay has 
led to a state of wai ? It is only then that he can talk of a secret session, not 
otherwise 

Hawabzada Liaquat All Khan: A secret session is hkelv to make the situation 
worse because everybody will begin to think that the situation reallv mu«t be 
terrible if the House had to go into a secret session and that is bound to create 
more rn'schief than otherwise 

Mr P J. Griffiths I think a secret session would make things worse rather 
than bettei 

Mr P. Mason: I recognise the point of view of Nawnbzada Liaquat All Khan 

Mr, President' Is Government agreeable to have a Session tomorrow? The 
point is that if thev want to have a discussion on a separate motion rt can be 
done Otherwise >t wi'l be discussion on the adjournment motion 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: We are not prepared to put down a 
mo i 'QU There is of course an honest difference of opmipn us to whether a 
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debate of this sort, secret or public, will do good or not and Government defi- 1 
nitely feel that it will not do good I adhere to the view which was expressed 
this morning by both s des of the Hopse that it will be much better in view 
of the present delicate situation if we thought over it over the week end and 
have our debate on Monday afternoon 1 do not want to go into further details 
We would prefer to leave it at that The Deputy Leader of the Congress Party 
this morning said that he wished to keep pol ties out of these questions 1 
think it is better to k£ep politics out at this Btage 

Prof N G Ranga. You can keep violence out of it 

The Honourable Sir Edward Ben'hall Let us disruss this on Monday So 
far as the rioting is comemed, it is a provincial matter It ig much better to 
think over it coolly till Monady afternoon and we might arrange to come to an 
undei stand’ng in the meantime 

Shrl Sarat Chandra Bose* Till then vom agents and forces will hove a chance 
of massacring hundreds and thousands ot Indians' 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthalP It is remurks like this which make me 
think that it is better if we wait till Monday. 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose* It is because of the hopes expressed this morning 
of a reasonable solution that we did not press the adjournment motion today 
Otherwise, we would have done so Our hopes have been dashed to the ground 
as jou have seen yourself 

Prof N G Ranga We want the Government to cease fire Who ordered 
the faring hrst? 

Mr President The quest 'on has two aspects, fiistly to d scuss a separate 
Motion the whole day That is one Foi that I am afraid it will not be pos¬ 
sible for me to appoint a day, unless the Government ate a consenting party 
Itule 24-A is quite clear on lhat point Then, the other course is to restret 
the session omv to the Adiournineni Motion, that is the other course opefi th 
mo Does the Honourable Membei wish to say anything? 

Mr P Mason It onlv seems curious to me that we should meet only ft* 
discuss whether we should adjourn 

Mr President Theoretically and technically, it is a bit curious, but the 
substance of the Adjournment Motion is to have some business before the House 
for the purpose of discussion Ordinarily, it is a devise to take something out 
of the routine business before the House or the Order of the day In this jftrrti 
cular case, that is the only business 

bn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madias ceded Districts and Chrttoor 
Non-Muhammadan ivural) On a point of lntormation Sir There is business 
ioi tomorrow The House has already been adjourned on the Motion of the 
Honourable the Finance Member foi a sitting tor tomorrow In advanoe ‘he 
wants to tell sou that lie is not going to sit This House has got to meet 

formally tomoirow, the Honourable the Finance Member hag got to bnng the 

Brc’ ton Woods matter and request the House not to proceed with the same, 

so that it may adjourn the discussion on that to some other day Therefore 

Sir, 1 submit we do have to sit tomorrow m the normal course 

Mr. President I mav explain to the Honourable Member iny own personal 
difficulty in the matter Yesterday, I think it was settled that we should, ser 
/'"daT or not Today also when I put the question to the Honourable the FLhamiiEK 
Xivhut happens today and then consider whether the House should sit On 
Member he said it was not possible for him to present the Bretton Wood 
mittee Report and then I had to say that the House would not sit tomorrow 
That was the reason why this Motion was kept off till Monday The#6 
the other subsidiary convenience it having two clear days intervening so fthttt'ftrfi 
might have more information in the meanwhile That was how the dituaiiqD 
■food It has now taken a different turn and the House is anxious to h<we tto 
Motion discussed tomorrow That is wh&t I find Of course <the ’ Hui-Oftf** 
Group is not objecting I do not mean to,say they consent, but pt os^y rgftg if 
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this Motion is put up for tomorrow, they* have no objection to it That is bow 
l understood Mr Gnfhths Then the suggestion was made that wo should 
have a separate Motion and discuss the Motion the whole day To that, I 
pointed out the difficulty of Rule 24-A, that is, that unless the Government are 
a consenting party, a special Motion of that type cannot he discussed 

Then, the onl\ question that remains is the adjustment ot the business of 
the House, and whethei the Adjournment Motion which by consent was fixed 
for Monday should be fixed for tomorrow or not That is the only question 
which to my mind requ tea decision 1 find Para 3(d) of the Manual of Busi¬ 
ness and Procedure sa-\s 

After the commencement of a Session the Assembly shall sit on such days as the 
President, having regard to the state of business of the Assembly may from time to time 

This is irrespective of the consent of the Government and I believe, T have 
got the power of fixing the session from dav to dav, once the sitting commences, 
if the Honourable the Law Member or any Member of the Goternment has to 
sa\ nn\thing aga'nst th s view of mine, he might please enlighten me, I shall 
consider it- 


Tho Honourable Sir Edward Benth&ll: If I may respectfully say so, what 
you say is not right The para says 

“Having regard to the state of business of the Assembly”, 
md there is no business ot the Assembly for tomorrow 

Mr, President: It is not the business for the dav, it is “business of the 
Assembly” It can be argued that there is not enough business for the day 
What is required is the business of the Assembly, that does not mean the 
business foi a particular day Ain I clear on the point? 

The Honourable 3ir Edward Benthall- We shall of course accept your 
Ruling 

Mr. President. It is not merely a question of any Member accepting my 
Huling Every Honourable Member ib bound to accept my Ruling But I 
want to be sure that I do not commit any mistake in Jibe interpietation of the 
itules of the Assembly Then fore, I shall be glad to heai any view, which 
<8 contrary to mine ft the rule leirly means ‘for that particulai day’ or ‘any 
fiarfioular day’, then (lie pievious wording becomes superfluous 

Shri D. P Karmarkar (Bombay Southern Division Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) If the Honourable the Law Member wants to take tune to consider this 
complicate question, ho m.iy take time till tomoirow • 

Th« Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: May I make a suggestion, Sir We 
shall not iu any way question youi Ruling if you suggset that this Adjournment 
Motion should be taken up tomorrow at four of the clock I buggest that seemg 
that there mav bo some ltregulanlies m that, you might permit Mr Mason to 
make a st iloment at the opening of the Session and again permit him to speak 
again at the end, so that the House may be m possession of full facts 

Mr. president: With pleasure Of course the idea ib to thrash out the whole 
subject with a view to helping a solution That is what I gather The words 
used beio are ‘the state of the business of the Assembly’ That also means not 
only the volume of business, but also the importance'of the business, and m 
new of the importance of the business, and pincticallv the unanimous wish of 
the elected portion of the Assembly, I should like to fix the Motion for dis¬ 
miss on tomorrow 


Nawabzada Idaqnat All Khan* Apart from that, fiom what the Honourable 
the I reader of the House has said just now, there is business for tomorrow 
The War Secretary is going to make a statement before the House and after 
that the Adjournment Motion will be taken up 
M*. President: That was corrected bv him 
thankful to him 


The House ought to be really 
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The Assembly met m the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Three 
■of the Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) in the 
<’hair 

SITUATION UK STRIKE AT BOMBAY \M) KARACHI BT U I N 
RATINGS 

Mr. President (The Honourable Mr G V Ma\alanU«u) The Honourable 
the War Secretary will make his statement 

Mr. P. Mason (Government of India Nominated Official) Sir, I am very 
glad to be able to say that the hopes wh.ch 1 expitssed csterday have been 
fulfilled and that the situation as legards the indiscipline m the BIN has 
praotically come to an end I might speak first about Karachi 

In Kaiachi as appeared in the press, and as was mentioned in the House 
yesterday, the most disaffected ot the ratings left the shore establishment at 
Hunori md concentrated in 1J AI I S ‘Hindustan ’ early on the night 
piecedmg Jflaily yesterday morning Commodote Curtis nho is in command 
there and who had previously been to Manora Bland and had spoken to all the 
lutings tlieie wheie lie w is very well received, vwnt to Hirtdvxtan ’ but the 
ratings there would not listen to him or dismv, am suircndcr He therefore 
gave them an ultimatum and warned them that force would be used in one 
hour’s time Foice was used and after twemy five minutes they surrendered 
and fell in on the jetty alongside Theie were eight men killed There were 
six mentioned m the press this morning but two have died since then and 83 
wounded This morning the situation m Karachi is normal The men on 
Manora Island have resumed their noimal work and ire going about their 
ordinary Saturday loutine duties 

In Bombay late last night, or yesteiday afternoon, the men in the ships were 
informed of the means by which they should surrender They were to show a 
blue dag as soon as the ship was ready to surrender and it was explamcd to them 
again us it had beta m the afternom, as 1 mentioned yesterday, i e , the previous 
afternoon, that the slinender must be unconditional At thirteen minutes past 
six this morning all ships and establishments had surrendered 

News during the moimng is that the officers have been out to the ships and 
are back m their ships md I hope, though I am not yet quite certain, that woik 
's being lesumed everywhere there 

Fiorn the oilier ports, the situation is much the same as yesterday, i e , the 
report we got early this morning was that a number of ratings were demonstrating 
in sympathy with those in Bombay but they did not use violence of any kind 
and there seems to be no reason to suppose that on learning the news from 
Bombay they have not gone back to work 

I have one very small item of information, which although it is not a very 
serious matter, I think might be of interest to the House It is a straw, but it 
Is rather an interesting one It provides the one lighter element I have seen 
m this very serious matter Tn Delhi, as I explamed yesterday, thirty-eight 
rat ngs refused to go on duty One man who was asked whether he would 
jom them was a qook and he said he would join them TTe then asked, after 
saying he would join them, what were the reasons for the indiscipline He 
heard that one of the reasons was bad*food ‘ Bad food?” he sad "I refu c e 
to be a party to any demonstration regarding bad food because, the food is very 
good” And he therefojre went back and joined the party who remained on duty 
That I say is a very small point but it rad'cates I think that many of these 
men did take part in this strike for reasons which were very insufficient and 
which I do not thmk ought to be taken vety seriously 

That is all I want to say as regards the news and the facts Of course I shall 
speak later on the implications of this in the course of the debate 

( 1397) 4 
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Shri D. P Karmakif (Bombay Southern Division Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) May I ask the Honourable Member about the number of casualties in 
Bombay, Castle Barracks and outside'-’ Regarding Karachi he has 

Mr, P. Manna.: I am afraid I have ntit yet got the figuies of the casualties m 
Castle Barracks I have the casualties on the side of the officers and the Army 
One R I N officer died of wounds One R I N V R officer was killed by » 
bullet—that is in the civil noting One R I N and one Army officei wounded, 
and eight other ranks wounded On the side of the R I N ratings I have no 
information but I believe, Sir that the casualties were very small indeed and 
considerably smaller than in Knrichi 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) May I know whether the attention of the Honourable 
Member has been drawn to a report m the “Hindustan Times ” that 200 were 
killed in the siege on Thursday on Castle Banacks? Is that true? 

Mt. P. Mason: I believe not 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar What is the official estimate’ 

Mr. P. Mason. My estimate is that it is smaller than m Karachi 
Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar May I know what it is—15 or 16’ 

Mr P Mason. I explained that m Kaiacln theie wcie eight killed and thirty - 
three wounded and I think in Bombay there were considerably fewer casualties 
Mr Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau Indian 
Commerce) Who woie the 200 lepoited as killed by the paper, if not ratings ’ 
Mr P Mason. I am aiiaid I im not responsible for what is reported m the 
paper 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Non Muhammad u Rural) 
May I know if the broadcast ns icpoite'd to have been given by Adtmial Godfrey 
is correct > 

Mr P Mason Would he repeat the question > 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena I want to know .f the text of the biondcast made 
bv Admital Godfrey is correct -* 

Mr P Mason I think it is 1 would like heie to explain something of which- 
I was not awuie when I spoke yesterd ly and that is that Admiral Godliey asked- 
for permission to bionic ist and he said what he intendtd to sa\ but the sense 
of what he intended to say was very diffeieut fiom the impression winch that 
broadcast gave I myself lead the broadcast in the same wav ns Members on 
the other side of the House tt was only afterwards that 1 learnt th.it he 
had worded it quite differently when he asked foi ptinnssion and his actual 
intention when he spoke of “the destruction of the Navy, of which we aic all very 
proud,” was not the physical destruction, hut he meant the collipsc of its 
prestige and all its achievements 

Seth Govind Dae (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions Non Muhammadan) 
Has it been ascertained whether the abuses which Commander King is said to 
have uttered were actually uttered ) 

Mr. P. Mason As I have explained yesterday that will be the subject of an 
enquiry and I think it would be a great pity to try to reach conclusions on that 
subject on the kind of data which we get by telephone and in the pi css 

Mr Manu Subedar* Is it a fact that those boys were kept without food for a 
whole night’ 

Mr. P, Mason Yes, Sir While they were m a state of indiscipline and were 
promoting an armed insurrection, food was not supplied Tt would have been 
fantastic, it would have been quixotic to a degree, which would surprise even 
this House to help them then 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon (Sind Muhammadan Rural) May I know from 
the Honourable Member whether after these ratings had surrendered at Karachi 
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♦hey were roughly handled by the authorities, they were locke4 up in a cell for 
♦he whole night and they were released this morning’ Is it a fact that they were 
kept without food? 

Mr. P. Mason: I am not quite sure which ratings the Honourable Member is 
referring to? 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: At Karachi I am refernng to the 'Hindustan’ 
Then these ratings surrendered after they were shelled, they were taken to 
Manoru, wheie they were locked up and kept without food till this morning and 
were released this morning and only one cup of tea was given to them Is this 
a fact or will the Honourable Member assure this House that he would make an 
enquiry mto thib matter and let us know’ 

Mr P Mason- All the 300 lutings from the 'Hindustan' were certainly pi iced 
undei .urest and are still under arrest, but I do not know, I am afraid, about the 
quantity of tea they got or the details of their treatment but T will make 
enquiries 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: Mv question is whether they were handled 
roughly beaten on the shore and kept without food 

Mr. P Mason As I have expllined, T have no inhumation on that point I 
think it is veiy unlikely Mv inhumation yesteiday wus that the y bad fullen in 
quietly and I am quite suie tint if thc\ had been handled roughly, it would have 
been brought to our notice 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know if Government have given any instructions- 
that after surrendei these boys would not be lliticated and that they shall be 
supplied with lations uid every thing else as on the old basis till any enquiry 
which the Defence Consultative Committee will make’ 

Mr. P Mason- \es, Sir Since they returned to duty they will of coursej 
receive normal lations and food and I hope 

Mr Manu Subedar. Have Government issued any instructions 
Mr P Mason Let me pioceed, Kn And I hope that in Bombay all are 
back to then normal duty and receiving their normal tood md other amenities 
Mr Manu Subedar May 1 know yvhether Government have nlicady givi n any 
instructions? If not, will my Honouiable friend say that they will give such 
instructions from now, that yot one of these men was to be llltreated or other¬ 
wise deprived of any ot the facilities normallv given to them until the result of 
the enquiry by the Defence Consultative Committee is published 

Mr P Mason I ceitamly could not give sueli m older I should like to 
explain that m the whole ot this matter a vc>ry consideiable dec entralisation is 
absolutely essential It is impossible to contiol a situation of this nature from 
Delhi in every detail It would be impossible to say exactly whit is to be don© 
in every individual case and m tact very wide powers have been given to the 
G O C , who has been placed m command of ill forces sea, air and land He 
has been given an intimation of the Government’s policy, which is as I was 
about to explain rather later in the dav, that theie should be no victimisation 
and no mass punishments of anv land It will be quite linnete'-sary to give 
orders that food and water should be given to the men as soon as they returned 
to duty 

Mr Manu Subedar Am 1 to gather that tins Government have no authority 
or power to give the kind of instruction which I am suggesting? Is it a fact that 
this Government have no power ard such orders, if anv, must come from the 
United Kingdom? 

Mr. P. Mason. No, Sir Of course we have the power to give those orders 
but it would be extremely silly to do so, because it would give no power and no 
discretion to. the officer on the spot 

Ifir. Reesident: The Honourable Member wished yesterday to make a state¬ 
ment He said that he would say whatever he has to say after which the- 
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adjournment motion will be moved Has he any particular objection to make 
the statement, so that there may be no questions and answers and ihe debate 
also will be guided by what he bays c^theiwise the discuss on max be in the air 
If he makes a full statement, I think it would be better 

Mr. P. Mason I should speak now as if I were speaking in the debate and 
make a complete statement ot policy and then perhaps I will have the right to 
answer at the end of the debate? 

Mr. President. Yesterday we had arranged that the Honourable Member will 
make a statement and after his statement is finished, we will take up the 
adjournment motion 11 he now makes his full statement, whatever time he- 
takes for it, then the adjournment motion will be moved and then certainly he 
will have an oppoitunity to reply 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir (Nominated Non-official) Sir, the difficulty arises in 
'regard to the timing An adjournment motion ib given two houib for discussion 
Let it be clearly understood that the statement is outside the two hours 

Mr. President. That is what I said That is what was arranged yesterday 
The Honourable Member himself wanted about 20 minutes and 1 am prepared 
to give him more time it necessary It seems that there is a lot of questions 
and answers aud so instead ot carrying on questions and answers, let linn make 
the statement 

ITawabzada Liaquat All Khan (Meerut Division Muhammadan ltuial) I 
thought that the statement which the Honourable Membci was going to make 
was with refeiente to the latest position with regard to tins particular question 
And now do l understand that it is >our desire that the Honourable Member 
should give out the whole policy ol the Government with legaid to this matter 
and is it understood that liter thit statement s made the adjournment motion 
max not be moved? 

Mr President’ That is not my intention Of course that does nob mean that 
the Honourable Member will necessarily wish to move the adjournment motion 
The statement to be made bv the Honourable Member is a specific item on the 
agenda independently of the adjournment motion The suggestion which I made 
w is that if he makes a full statement, whatever he wishes to state as to facts or 
policy, that will help the discussion of the adjournment motion If all the facts, 
including xvhat happened at various places, and aiso the policy of the Govern¬ 
ment in this matter, ire before the House, the adjournment motion cun be dis 
cussed much better 

Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan’ In other words, it would mean that the Gov¬ 
ernment are to move the adjournment motion and the House has to leplv to it 

Mr. President’ It would not mean that 

Mr. P J. Griffiths (Assam European) The object of an adjournment motion 
is to censure the Government Surelv Government is entitled to know what the 
■charges are before they are expected to meet them 

Mr President Mx object is this As I have said before it is no use dis¬ 
cussing the motion in the air Let us definitely know what the facts are, what 
the policy of the Government is and then the adjournment motion will be taken 
up 

Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan. The Honourable Member who is going to move 
the adjournment motion is not going to waste the time of the House by 
talking in the air He must have some facts to be placed before the House and 
therefore I think we would like to hear what Is it that the Honourable Member 
who wants to move the adjournment motion desires the House to consider, and 
then the Government would lay down their policy The object of that state¬ 
ment was only to state the facts with regard to the situation as it existed today, 
so that when we are speaking on the motion we know what the facts are' 
Without knowing what is the object of the adjournment motion and what is it 
that the Honourable Member v ants this House to decide and on what particular 
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maker of policy or facts, I think—subject to whatever \ou decide and the 
Honourable Member in charge decides, it.would be better if we know what is » 
that the Honourable Member wants to say about the adjournment motion 

Mr President* Let me finish with the Honourable Member first Perhaps the 
Honourable Member is speaking without the context of the proceedings of the 
House When leave for the adjournment motion was asked for, the Honourable 
Mover or the intending mover, to speak more correctly, has said whatever he 
wanted to say In the afternoon also, something was said and then it was stated 
by the Honourable the War Secretary that he would make a statement to the 
House about the facts But he shortened his statement, he referred only to 
Karachi and then said that he would say whatever he wanted to say at the time 
of the adjournment motion Thereafter I found that manv Members were keen 
to have more information It is therefore that I suggest that whatevei informa 
tion the War Secretary has, let him give it The adjournment motion is already 
there The wording is there I believe Honourable Members have seen what 
has appeared in the press and heard what was spoken m the House yesterday and 
therefore it is better for the purposes of discussion that the full statement should 
be made first When I said of talking in the air it did not mean talking without 
any facts at all But we certainly expect to be in a better position if we know 
all the facts—not only about the happenings but also about the policy The 
Honourable Member will know further that a period of one hour was sepaiateli 
kept for this purpose We have met at 3 just to enable the Honourable the War 
Secretary to make a full statement of everything and it was settled that after 
he makes a statement the adjournment motion will he taken up as «oon as he 
finishes That is whv T made that suggestion to him and still I have left it 
open to him to make such statement as he likes J personally think that, instead 
of taking any more time because at 4 P M we must take up the adjournment 
motion, it will be better if the Honourable the War Secretary is allowed to make 
his statement 

Nawabrada Liaquat All Khan* The only point I want to place before you ia 
this In other words it would mean that the Government would lay down a 
pre-conceived policy and plan with regard to this inattei without listening to the 
arguments on this side of the'Hou^e and then it may be difficult for the Govern¬ 
ment, after having made a declaration of their policy and their plan with regard 
to this particular matter, to go Lack on it All that i am saying r that the 
Government must know first what is the feeling of the HoU'-e, what are the facts 
and what is it that the Members of the House want the Government to do 
Aftqr that they should tell us how far they aie ready and willing o meet the 
wishes of the Honourable Members of this House That is why I was making this 
suggestion that the Government should knoyv fust a^ to what it is thit we want 
them to do, and then let them consider, decide and make a statement to this 
House as to how far they are willing to accept the proposals, the suggestions 
and the recommendations of the Honourable Membeis of this House with regard 
to this matter That is the reason why I said that if the Government make a 
declaration of their policy which necessanly must be pre conceived because they 
do not know what is it that the Members of the House want, then it will be 
difficult for them to retrace then steps 

Mr. M Asaf Ali (Delhi General) I yvould like to invite the attention of 
Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan to the agenda which happens to be before him 
If he will be only so good as to look at it he \' ill find that the very first item 
on the agenda is 

“Mr P Mason to make a statement cn the situation lelatmg to Indian ratings ia 
Bombay, Karachi and elsewhere ’’ 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan: Which has been done 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: If Mr Mason does not want to make any further statement 
then it is quite obvious that we have to take up the adjournment motion At it 
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happens, the wording of my adjournment motion also ought to be before the 
Nawabzada The wording of the adjournment motion happens to be 

“To discuaj the grave situation that has ansen in respect of the Indian Navy, affecting 
practically the whole of it, as a result of mishandling by the immediate authorities 
concerned” 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan. Tell Mr Mason what the mishandling is 
Mr M. Asaf Ali There was a considerable amount of discussion yesterday 
when unfortunately the Honourable Member was not m the House 
Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan. I was in the mi at the time 
Mr. M Asaf Ah. It is time that he came down to solid earth There was 
considerable discussion yesterday in the House, and it was more or less m 
deference to the wishes of the Government and the difficulties which the Gov¬ 
ernment were feeling in having a discussion yesterday, that I agreed to the 
postponement of my adjournment motion In fact, the adjournment motion of 
which I had given notice was postponed to Monday But, in the course of the 
day othei news came thiough which natuially piecipitated the advancing of the 
time of the adjournment motion and I insisted that it should be taken up today 
And that is why we h ippeu to be lieie toil ly l’usoually I led Sir that you 
have indieited what is eminently reasonable under the circumstances because 
if Mr Mason can make a statement, a comprehensive statement on the whole 
subject, the discussion on the adjournment motion will be propeily regulated' 
It is not is if the Government do not know-what the Bouse teels It is not as 
if the Government are unawaie ot the facts of the situation They know exactly 
what we aic comp! lining against They know what we are going to condemn, 
if wc are going to condemn them at all Theiefore, it is better that Mr Mason 
should make a statement now and allow us an opportunity of giving the Govern¬ 
ment a piece of our mind 

Mr. President. I do not think any,iuither discussion of the question is now 
necessaiy I must make it clear that I do not view every adjournment motion 
ns necessunly a censure motion 

Mr M Asaf AU. It may not be * 

Mr President It may or it may not The idea is to bung into discussion 
some impoitnnt subject I need not dwell on the utility or the exact scope of 
adjournment motions m general That is one thing 

Assuming that the Government have come to any pre-conceived policy of their 
own, I do not sec why it should be difficult for any Government to change it after 
hearing the views of the House 1 do not think that any decis ons which any 
Government take are necessarily cf such a nature that they cannot be changed, 
if one e disc loscd On the contrniy, to my mind, it will be more foi the benefit 
of the House to know what their views are and then express their reactions so 
that the Government will have an opportunity ot then policy being criticised and 
then changing if they deem it proper, their policy in the light of the discussions 
of the House I personally hold thut view I do not know what the policies of 
the Government are and I am not concerned with them Therefore, in the 
interi sts of i better dibcussion of the subject and m the interests of all, I call 
upon Mr Mason to make a statement Buj?l have left it to him to make it 
long or short and settle the contents of it as he wishes, as Mr Mason is the 
best judge of it I huve assured h.m that I shall give him as much time as he 
wants and in addition to that, he will have an opportunity of replying, when the 
adjournment motion is taken up His time will be outside the time of the 
■adjournment motion 

^ Maaon* Sir, I had hoped to give the faots regarding Bombay .and 
Karachi before th^ House and I had intended to speak during the debate on the 
qtieetion of policy But since it i« your wish and perhaps also the wish of the 
House 
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M* P J Griffiths■ No It is the wish of one party Sir, I think there is 
a good deal in what Nawab?ada Liaquat All Khan said 

Ur. P Mason Sir, I am entirely in # your hands 

Mr. President 1 think the Honourable Member should make a statement 
now 

Mr P J Griffiths' Is it to be a statement or an argument as well? If it is 
a statement well and good, but if it is an aigument it bhould be nude after the 
adjournment motion has been moved 

Mr. President The statement may contain facts and arguments A state¬ 
ment does not necessanly exclude all niguments and, ns I h ivc suggested it will 
be for the Honourable Member to mike his statement as lie likes 

Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan - fust now, bir, vou saul that mu thought he 
ought to make a statement Do I understand th it the Honourable Member 
should make that speech which lie was going to in ilu dunng the course of the 
discussion now, bifote the adjournment motion is laken up 1 He has nothing 
more to sav with legnid to the ficts it is only with legud to the adjournment 
motion now lliat In lias to sav something 

Mr President 1 think tin mdtei h is hi in Millie n ntlv irgued We nerd not 
pursue il anv iuithei 

Mr P Mason That is cvutlv the position Tins is m f let the speech that 
I was going to make on the adjournment motion I will now link t—I have a 
right to spt ik igmn 

1 hive lmd to speak m the House a numbi 1 of linns dining tins session, 
and 1 have had to spt ik on subjeits of the most setious impoit met , but I do 
think tli it in a w iv this subject is perhaps the most scuous ot all, bc< luse to 
my mind tin possibilities ot dangci for the future of Tndi i unpin it in the subject 
that we au discussing aie even grcatci tlnn in the otlici vciy set ous subjects 
winch wc have talked ihout dining the list month I w is afiaid yesterday that 
a debate tod iv might lead to i hardening of tin ittitude of those who have heen 
guiltv of indiscipline md tint thut might lead to i piolongation of tlie stiuggle 
wlneli could only he had llut I mi glad to sav that that immediate d mgn has 
now passed and the v hive letmind to woik ill most e ises hut we ire Heed, 1 
think, with a still more set ous d ingei ltgaidmg the tutine r lhis is not the 
only nuident of this kind that lias taken pi ice It is much the most seiious, 
hut it is not the only one and I do tee I tint the attitude ot tht House towards 
this question mav hive t ven big influence on the tuti |e and on /lnt the aimed 
toiccs may do and feel m the tutmi That is why I say 1 think this is such a 
v^iy scuous and nnpoitwnt subject, md while I do speak on it—1 hope with a 
■very deep sense of responsibility which I am suit is shutd by ill p.nties—I 
would ask the House to consider the decision to which they conic cm tips mot’on 
veiy carefully indeed for this reason 

I am conscious in discussing this question and also those other questions 
which are leferred to and which are so very controversial—J iva and the I N A —■ 
I am conscious of the immense divergence of opinion that exists between th.s 
side of the House and that, and I think it is best to recognise that that great 
difference does exist and for each ot us to try as much as we can to understand 
the other's point of view I do I hope, try to understand the point of view 
of that side of the House, and I would ask them to try m the same way to 
understand ours, and in both those cases and m this—particularly m the 
I N A case and in this it seems to me that there is a great rift of opinion 
between us which is partly due to the fact that I think on that side of the House 
you rather forget or so it seems to me the difference between the civil point 
•ef view and the military point of view On this question there is the tendency 
to refer to -these acts Of indiscipline as strikes In fact they are always called 
•strikes m the papers and by the persons conoemed m them I was taken to 
•taik yestetday, perhaps quite rightly, for referring to them as mutiny When 
$ say ‘rightly’, I do' not think that they are not 'mutinies, because technically 
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there is no question that any refusal of duty is a mutiny, but I may perhapi 
have been tactless m using the word sonfrequentlj But I do w'ant to stress the 
difference, the immense difference which exists between a trade dispute and 
indiscipline on the part of the armed forces I hope, I may not seem to be 
lecturing the House on this subject for it is really an obvious point, but I feel 
that it is one which needs stressing because I think it has sometimes been for¬ 
gotten in the heat of argument The difference is this, that if mill worker* 
decide that they will not make cloth, wh'le it does bring pressure to bear on the 
millowners because thev do not get their profits and it brings pressure to bear 
on the public because they do not get their cloth it is pressure which is brought 
to bear fairly gradually and there is time for discussion But it is a very 
different matter indeed if the armed forces engaged in indiscipline T would ask 
the House to think, with a gicat sense of thankfulness of what we have avoided 
m the last few day s There was a stage in Bombay when the ships got up steam 
m order to hoist up the 4-mch ammunition and threatened to fire indiscriminately 
on the town—it must have been indiscriminate—it could not be otherwise 
Thev were, I am glad to say, wise enough to avoid that criminal act But 
warships and aircraft and cannon are very dangerous tools and all the equip¬ 
ment of modem war does get steaddv more dangerous every year, and if men, 
because of some grievance some fmeed grievance in some cases or it mav be 
n real grievance are to take the 1 uv into their own hands and thev have those 
tools in their hands a verv great danger does anso not onlv of loss of life and 
jropertv but also because in the ultimate iesort power does depend upon the use 
of force and those who command that force mav get powei into their own hands 
I hone I have not bilked too much on the subject, but it does seem to me to be 
of vital nnpoitance 

I spoke of the fact that this is not a solitary instance and I must acknowledge- 
the fact that th s danger is one which threatens us all 

Babu Ram Narayan Singh (Cbota Nagpui Division Non Muhammadan) 
Sir, is this a statement of policy? 

Mr President Order order it is his statement 

Mr P Mason Tt is a danger wh ch involves all the troops, because we 
began, I am sorrv to sav, with indiscipline among [he RAF and that led 
to indiscipline in the R 1 A F and that led to this This last was much the 
most widespread and it was much the worst, because it invedved lloting and 
violence and shops were looted But we hope now that the men have returned to 
work and will eari v on and bet nuse this is a matter of sueh immense seriousness 
the policy of government will require verv careful consideration, and they must 
undoubtedly consult m this matter the wishes of the people, and I th nk theie 
is no doubt that th s question will be laid before the Defence Consultative 
Committee and discussed there T think that should be the first step that we 
take—to discuss the quest on with them Obviously there will also need to be 
inquiries into ^acts and the Defence Consuliatve Committee is obv ously not 
a body which could itself conduct such an inquiry It seems to me that there 
will have to bo two kinds of ’nquir es—one purely service, mil tnry inquiry and 
there will need to be a number of them and also T think a very full and impartial 
consideration of the whole question of how this trouble arose and of the reasons 
for the mdiscipbne For that T think it will certainly be necessary to consult 
the wdiole of the Government, I can only give at the moment the views of the 
military authorities on the subject and they are inclined at present to the view 
that w th that inqu rv members of the legislature should be associated 

Now Sr with regard to what is described as victimization, I said yesterday 
thal I shall give no assurance that punishment would not take place and that 
is still the pos tion but T can sav that there will be no mass punishments 
There will be no victimization We shall have to cons der the whole case very 
carefully I gave you an instance just now of one case in which obviously a 
man on the most frivolous grounds threw his lot on one side rather than on the- 
other and I am sure that, is the case with the majority They are very* young- 
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Petty Officers and Chief Petty Officers have kept out of the whole business and 
they have stood fast throughout and in Karachi m particular they were very 
helpful indeed, so that those affected ai£ mostly very young and I think most 
of them got excited and were misled and therefore there will be no mass- 
punishments but some one must have misled them and L think it is essential 
that if that person can be found o- those persons can be found and if a charge 
can be brought home to them Government should reserve to themselves the 
right to punish such people with the object partly of preventing the spread of 
further acts of indiscipline and secondly to make the position clear for the- 
future But m selecting such people and m considering whether or not the 
charges would justify their being brought to trial or punished, it will be necessary 
to consider the very electric atmosphere in wh ch we are at present and certainly 
as far as m litarv authorities are concerned, I can assure the House that the 
greatest care will be taken to avoid anything which might lead to a general 
deter oration of feeling 

That is the policy as far as I can explain it at the moment As I say it 
will reqmre further cons deration and discussion both with the Defence Consulta¬ 
tive Committee in tin. tust place nil possiblv tilth others and later it wi'l 
require confirmation by the Civil government as a whole That, at any rate, 
is the line on wh ch we are th nh ng and if we proceed to this adjournment 
motion, I would once more very seriously ask the House to consider the effect* 
of such a motion, as is suggested It implies censure of Government, in fact 
it means censure of Government, and it means that those who have taken part 
m th's md sciplme are not exactly condoned but made to feel that they may 
have been right m taking the course they did Well, Sir, there are channels 
by which any genuine grievance can be brought to light and 1 do not think any 
one can say that those men could not have brought these matters to light 
without takng the acton they have taken and I do th nk that if the action of 
Government m this matter is condemned, it will be an encouragement to the 
armed forces to resort to these kinds of measures whenever they feel that they 
have any grievance And however well looked aftei an organisation may be, 
it is almost imposs ble to have any body of men who cannot th nk of some 
grievance I now ask the House to consider very carefully indeed what effect 
that might have on the future, particularly at this very difficult time My 
friends on the other side, I* expect, will form the Government of the future and 
they w 11 have to mantan these forces and I do hope that they will do nothing 
which might lowei their efficiency and their discipline at this juncture 

Mr. President. We shall now take up the adjournment motion and shall 
carry it on till 12 minutes t> 0 pm 

* An Honourable Member Why not 111 6 ? 

Mr, President That is not necessary under the rules 

Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan. I would like to ask some question May I 
do it now or m the course of the debate? 

Mr President The Honourable Member con do it in the course of the debate 

Mr, Abdur Rahman Siddiqi (Calcutta and Suburbs Muh unvnadan Urban) 
Why not wat for 12 minutes, Sr 

Mr President Mr Asaf All 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 
Sin \tio\ re Strike at Bombay and Karachi by R I N Ramos 

Mr. M Asaf All (Delhi General) I move 

"That thi Assembly do now adjourn ” 

Th.s is to discuss the grave situation that has arisen m respect of the Indian 
Navy, affecting practically the whole of it, as a result of mishandl ng by th» 
immediate authorities concerned 
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1 was hoping, Sir, that after the statement which the Honourable War 
-Secretary had promised us there would-be no necessity for me to ask the House 
to adjourn to consider the question which I had proposed yesterday but I regret 
to say that 1 have not found m the statement made today anything which 
may justify my not moving this adjournment motion He has certainly given 
us some facts and figures which we had already gathered from the newspapers 
He has also indicated the course of action wh ch the Government propose to 
take and I am glad that in so far as the Government have agreed to refer this 
question to the Detente Consultative Committee, at least one point which had 
been urged has btXn accepted The other steps which the Government, 
propose to take will naturalU hive to be considered both by the Defence 
Consultative Committee and the Wai Department, but these are nutters fin 
the future I am concerned with the conduct of the immediate authorities who 
were concerned m the case and whose mishandling has resulted m the very 
grave and sei ous situauon to which the Honourable War Secretary was 
referring It is the beginning, Sir, of the trouble that I am concerned with 
It shows how utterly ummaginat ve, how utterly inefficient, how absolutely 
ignorant of the ieel.ngs of then- men were the officers who did not take notice 
of the grievances which were within their knowledge for months together, 
perhaps, I should say for years together It is the Indian navy that they are 
now dealing with its history, as all of us know, is a very brief one This 
Indian navy 's still in its mtancy About six years ago, there were only 
about six, or perhaps twelve sloops Since then, it has grown to its present 
prupoiuoiw During the last live yt us, tusi bo\s ol tlic nivv, who <_umc liom 
respectable families, who are educated, who aie young, (and I am prepared to 
say that lhey may also be excitable), have" gone through the stress ot war, and 
in these five years, they have seen serv ce, not merely in the Bay ot Bengal 
and the Indian Ocean, but some of them, have seen service beyond the Sues 
Canal Perhaps the War Secretary w 11 lemember that on one occasion, when 
landing was taking place m Sicily, at a very critical time, it was this navy 
that helped them in that landing Sir, these boys have seen service everywhere 
1 notice a fhckei ot smile on the face ot one ot the Members on the 
'tieasmy Demnc- lie in vy be wonueimg how i i ougiessman is talking ut these 
boys hiking part in the war, and of their discharging their duties not inertly to 
their own sati^liction but to the pride ot Mr Attle and otheis and I am talking 
about them—yes, I am talking about them, I am quite as proud ot these boys 
as I am of my army, and of my air force as anybody can be Whatevei may 
have been our attitude towards the war, it has nothing 'o do with vvlmt these 
boys have done and what these bojs are cntithd to on uccount of tin lr aclneye 
ment in the pust That attitude was on political grounds What I urn saying 
now is obviously the approach of those who are not looking at the war, but who 
are looking at the results of the war The entire mind of these boys has been 
conditioned during these years of very grave happenings They have compared 
things not merely here, but elsewheie, they have worked side by side with the 
Britishers and with others They have seen the difference, difference of pay, 
and conditions of service, difference of amenities allowed to the one and the 
other, and the behaviour of the one towards the other This trouble has been 
brewing for a very long time It is not a question of a sudden flare up The 
sudden flare up most probably came after what I would call a very trifling 
incident m the life of a navy But the real trouble had been brewing for some 
time and it is the neglect of that fact which I am now condemning This 
trouble would never have arisen if the authorities had known the feelings of the 
boys, had known what waB passing m their minds, had known what exactly it 
was that they were expecting All the time they were hearing about freedom, 
about national self-respect about national dignity, about freedom of the people 
in the whole world, and today they find that in their own country, after it has 
been said by Mr Attle and many others th&t they are proud of this navy for all 
iihat the Indian navy has done, small as it may be after all this, they find their 
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'very Commanding officer, King, goes and calls them names, which 1 urn asham¬ 
ed to repeat here He treats them in a manner which own others who may 
not have been so well trained for figlrtmg may have resulted and may have 
retaliated, but perhaps with greater violence than these ptopli did 1 do not 
wish to stress that point But still here are ficts, you cannot run iway fiom 
them As foi their grievances, they ire what would be con^uleri d legitimate 
anywhere 1 am not talking of the politic il dt minds th.it tiny put forward 
The politic il demands mav have been brought up, as you know, m the stress of 
circumstances They may have - ud to themstlvts ‘ lime we must appeal to 
the whole of our country, to every Parly, eveiy person conct rued wt, the sons 
of the soil, we arc appealing to our lcvdcis, to our nation ind (o our people” 
That is a point to be looked at m its proper contest 1 am not going to deal 
with their grievances here and now, whatever they mav h Rut T must point 
out one thing that in spite of the fact (hit thev felt this disomuinnhon and 
this treatment, hy their fellow subjects of the so called Commonwealth and 
Empire—treatment bv their fellow subjects or fellow officers Afte- having 
experienced the air of superiority put on b> then fellow subject- these hoys 
took up that ittitude I think wc ought to look at tin wlmlt iffm in the spirit 
which it deserves I nerd not sav am thing further foi the simple reason that 
I am as fully conscious of the gravity of the situation is invhodvelse mav he 
I think I am fully capable of pouring vials of wnth aver the heads over there 
on the treasury benches, f pan wither them with the fire of criticism and ill the 
rest of it, I am fully capable of dt awing upon a kind of voeihulirv "Inch is f airly 
familiar in this House But the rnly -ubiect m lespect of which I wish always 
to avoid it is the subjeet of the srmv T am as conscious of it .as anybody else 
that the armv is to be kept right iw iv fiom pcarty jiohtns T have said it before 
and T rejie.it it again, I do not want a single man in the aimy who is not 
patriotic, I want them to be fully patriotic, but T also want them to be 
impartially patriotic They must serve their countiy, they must sci.o their 
people, they must fight for the freedom of then country, whenovci and vvherevei 
it may be possible and so long as they are animated with these feclmgs, I respect 
them I honom them and us 1 said yesterday, the entire country will back them to 
the last man if they fight for national self respect If it is proved that if is national 
indignity whicji they are feeling, I say all honour to them But if in 
P M their excitement they have gone beyond proper limits, the whole 
matter has to be considered calmly, quietly, in a place when we can give our 
views, whete we can hoar the War Department’s views and where we can ( 
advise the*War Depaifluent to take the proper steps and not steps which may 
make a bad situation worse Sir, not meiely this countiv hut the whole world 
•today is in an explosive mood—let ns not forget that It is not ihis country 
alone which is in that explosive condition hut the whole world is m that state, 
that is as evident to me ns anything can ever possibly be to any one I see it 
as clearly as I see the daylight The War Secretary refcired to strike* and the 
danger of strikes I am fully conscious of the danger of strikes in the army 
But, pray, who started it, and who taught this lesson? Was it these boys who 
started it? It was the American army which started it, it was followed up by 
the RAF which gave the cue to the HI AF and then it w ns follow ed up by 
the BIN It is a chain of incidents that started elsewhere, and therefore to 
blame these boys alone would, to my mind be lather out of proportion It is 
true that other things have happened—most regrettable things—things which 
no one regrets more than T do But at the same time do not lay the blame at 
the wrong door I once again say that I wish to exercise as much restraint as 
possible, although it is extremely difficult in the circumstances to exercise res¬ 
traint But my restraint is due to the fact that I realise that today India’s ship 
is nearing the shore,—>1 am using a simile which was used by Sard or Patel m 
another place It is neanng the shore, we are facing great danger, the ship 
has to be» piloted carefully out of the shoals and rocks which he ahead It must 
he piloted as tactfully, as carefully and as cautiously as possible to the shore, 
^pd it is for that reason that I do not wish to say anythmg which may in any 
way contribute to the deterioration of the situation 
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Mr President The Honourable Member’s time is up 
Mr. M Asal All. Sir, all I can say lg this that nob one word has been heard 
in justification of the conduct of the immediate authentic s whom I am con¬ 
demning by this motion 

Mr. President Motion moved 

"That the Assembly do now adjourn ” 

Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadan Lrban) 
Mr President, Su, it is difficult to speak with restraint on this subject, for the 
reason that I am convinced that if the immediate officers in charge m Bombay, 
Karachi and other seaports and those at the top, wherever they were, either on 
the Flagship or at the Naval Headquarters, had been careful and tactful, 
things could hate been stopped and we would have avoided the difficulties facing 
us The Honourable the War Secretary used the words “electric atmosphere” 
That is so, Sir But may I point out to him that there is another aspect to the 
problem for which that good Geiman word “Zeitgeist” (spirit of the age) would 
explain my meaning better? These officers either of the aimy or the air force, 
but particularly of tin Boval Indian Navy, immediately after the cessation of 
hostilities went back into the spirit of the pre-war days when it was considered 
a legitimate privilege to treat the Indian section of the forces unkindly and 
disrespectfully The basis of the whole trouble is discrimination If T started 
giving examples—and they are galore—my time would be finished But it is 
surprising to note her^ today that the War Secretary has not said one word 
about the treatment given to the Indian ratings, although in the broadcast and 
the official communiques we are told that their grievances had not bepn brought 
to the notice of the officers and men at the top The o >1\ answer that T can 
give to this is that the men in charge m the War Department and especially in 
its Naval Section, belong to the company of opium-eaters They should have 
known and should have stopped m time the trouble that has an«en It is no 
use appointing committees after the event Thev admit that these bovs were 
heroes of the war The Prime Minister of Great Britain also has said that 
They admit they are voung they admit that thev have seen things which they 
would not have seen m their villages and vet was it not possible for them to 
realise that these hovs also possessed a sense of honoijr and a sense of dignity, 
and above all they possessed a soul’ To kick a man is perhaps ea«v but to 
kick his soul is damnable The language used for these Indian ratings w-as, 
to sav the least of it ungentlemanlv I would have liked the War Secretary 
to tell us that the man who used that language had all his teeth broken, m the 
sense that he had been lock'd out of the navv for u«mg language to the heroe3 
of a war whieh was not mine hut somebodv else s The luiguage used fo» 
these heroes to «av the least, was gutter 1 ingingo 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bert hall fLonrhr of the House) Rn has it 
been ptoved tint (Jim lingua^e w is m fiot used’ 

Several Honourable Members. It has not been denied 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 1 would have been glad if the Honouiable 
Leader of the House oi any of his colleagues on Goyernment benches had got up 
and said that the published report is not correct If it is not collect, the officer 
is absolved, but, if it is collect, what Lave they done? We have been told 
that tlieie is u diffeicntc between a civil strike and a military strike, which is 
called technically a mutiny I agree, Sn, that (lie technical language is 
mutiny, but I should like to know what was done to stop this mutiny Did 
the people d the top oi in Bombay, Karachi and elsewheie move their little 
finger to ayoid this mutiny before it began I agree with eveiy word of the 
homily the Honourable the War Secretary has preached us regarding the differ¬ 
ence between civil nnd military affairs Sir I consider that our boys, fo*’ 
whom he used the words ‘excited and misled’ were excited and misled, they 
should not have done what they did, they should not have acted as they did 
But may I ask the Honourable the War Secretary or the folk on whose behalf 
he is speaking here todav, who provoked them to it? These boys who could 
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do their duty m the war, did not go mad all at once over right, why did they 
commit the acts to winch exception is being taken whether in Bombay or in , 
Karachi Mr President, these boys have behaved as any group of young men 
would have done and our boys had a greater justification to behave as they did, 
than men of the American and the Bmtish forces because here besides bemg 
members of the foict and bavuig rendered meritorious war service they have 
received, instead of rewards instead of kindness, unkmdness and kicks 

Sir, the statement, oi the arguments, or whatever name we give to the* 
speech delivered by the Honourable the War Secretary, was halting and half¬ 
hearted It created the impression on me that he himself did not quite beheve 
in what he was bemg asked to say lie went a step forward and said that 
these poor misled boys were being egged on to do what they had done by people 
who were taking advantage of their youth It may be so, but I should like 
to know what the Army Department or its sister department, called the Home 
Uepuitnient, have done to find out the people who are instigating, encouraging 
and misleading these boys They sit silent and then when trouble comes we are 
told that a tonnmtke will go into it \Vi ne promised a thousand and om> 
things which usually nevu happtn ind action is never taken upon the recom¬ 
mendations made Whenever, Sir, as I have said before, u thing has to be 
shelved, send it to a comimtli e The military are e\pcct(d to take action 
immediately wherever there is anything wrong and yet they have taken no 
action except to arrest these bovs to stop their food and to stop their water, 
until, a3 the Prune Minister of fire at Britain said, vesterdav thev surrendered 
unconditionally Unconditional surrender m other parts of the world has 
aggravated human lrnserv vnd if these people stand on their fal-e prestige, if 
these people do not tealize that fndia lias undergone a change that the worm 
too has turned, T am sure things will become worse and worse We are out for 
a new order and a now woihl and unless ind until those people have decided 
to adopt the fundamental principles of the spirit of the age, we are going to 
pass through a long period of trouble I remember, Sir in the Bengal Assembly 
when Mr Fazlul Huq was ruling us with Maha«abha Assistants the leader of 
the European Group in one of his speeches got up and said “Govern or get 
out” May I also tell the Honourable Members to my left “Govern or get out” 
and the government that is in mv mind is government m the interest of Indians 
Your age has finished, a new age has dawned and unless thev go with the 
spirit of the age, T see trouble, T see rrnserv for mv own countrvmcn as well as 
for those who would hko to crush them 

Sardor Mang&l Singh (East Punjub Sikh) 1 have listened to the speeches 
of both the Honourable the War Secretary and the Deputy Leader of the 
Congress Party After hearing them 1 have no hesitation in supporting the 
motion that is now befoie the House Honourable the Wai Secretary has 
talked of discipline and indiscipline and talked of various other things, but he 
has not said a word m defence of the conduct of the immediate officers who are 
the subject of condt muation by this motion The country should be thankful 
to the efforts of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on whose advice the country have been 
spared widespread bloodshed, but I would like to warn the Government of India 
that they should not feel complacent about it, the Government of India should 
not think that the trouble is finally over I warn the Government to under¬ 
stand the background of this trouble This trouble in all these places is due to 
continued racial discrimination which is practised throughout the War Depart¬ 
ment All those gentlemen who have any practical experience of the War 
Department, in the Naw, the Air Force, or the Army, will bear me out that at 
every step you meet with the most atrocious racial discrimination m the adminis¬ 
tration of the defence forces I therefore would like to ask the War Secretar / to 
examine this question very carefully and remove this racial discrimination from 
toe administration of the Defence Department The leader of the strike at 
Bombay has clearly said that for months past they have been 'equesting the 
authorities to listen to them but the average military officer thinks that the 
Indian airmen, sailor, or soldier, is a meroenarv and he is always it his heck and 
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call, He dots not understand or realize that he is a citizen in uniform He 
lacks that feeling and therefore there is this tiouble These educated young 
boys, they have been actual warfare aruj m actual warfare they have albo seen 
that they are equally fighting and they can do every job equally as well as the 
British soldier and the officer But in the matter of treatment, they are getting 
very unequal treatment It i& hcie th it the shoe pinches It is a protest 
against this continued puctice of racial discrimination m this Department I 
would lequest the Honouinblt the \V u Secret try to examine this question and 
keep that in mind 

About the conduct ol the immediate cfticcix, the strikeix comp am that 
Commandei Ivmg misbehaved They were dissatisfied with his conduct and 
they did not isk lor any Indian ofhcei They said that their previous Com¬ 
mander should be suit back The authorities did take some action aftei that 
and after borne time Vice-Admiral Godfrey went theie and he again used langu¬ 
age which should not have been used He talked on the air using bullying 
language and he went so far as to say that he would not hesitute to destioy the 
whole Indian Navy, as if the N ivy belonged to him personally 01 belonged to his 
grandfather! This lndiun Navy has been built up by the toil and money of the 
taxpayers of tins country and no Commander m Chief, no Admual has the right 
to get up and sav that he will de-troy this Navy I expect the War Secretary 
to get up m icply to this debate and dissociate his Department completely from 
the broadcast of Vicc-Adnmal Godfrey and it was due to this bullying bioadcast 
that yesterday’s bloodshed took [dace otherwise things would have impioveu 
I do realise that piobably His Excellency the Commander m Chief saw the 
mistake and removed hup fiom command and put General Lockhart there in 
command of the situation But that will qot do 1 want the War Sccretaiy 
to get up in this Housp and publicly and unambiguously dissociate the Govern¬ 
ment of Tndia fiom that broadcast so that in a similar situation in future no 
other officer will behave like that 

I am glad, Sir, that the Honourable the Wai Secretary has assured the 
House that theie will be no victimization so far as Bombay or lxaiachi naval 
ratings strike is concerned I am also glad that he has given the assuiancc 
that theie will be no mass punishment But there is one point on which I 
would like the llonouiable the War Scciotaiy to make quite cle n that no 
punishment would he given even to individuals before the mattei is taken up by 
the Defenee Consultative Committee On this point he was not clear, or at 
least 1 did not underst md him to make that point clear that no case would be 
taken up individual befoie this matter is brought before the Defence Consul¬ 
tative Committee He did sav that thi le would be a public cnquiiy into the 
whole affair and m tbit enqimy the Murbers of the Cential Legislature would 
be associated So far so good But I would like the Government of India to 
review the whole question of the reorganisation of the Indian Army because it 
is inherent m the composition and organisation of the Indian Army that racial 
discrimination is always kept there The very composition of the units is based 
on mistrust In every regiment there are sections, there are companies of 
different racial sections The Honourable the War Secretary shakes his head, 
but I would like to assure him—give me any unit, any regiment 

Mr P Mason (Government of India Nominated Official) 11th Sikhs, 18th 
Garhwal Rifles, 17th Dogras 

Mr President Order order T nm afraid the Honourable Member is going 
much more into detnils than he should on this occasion That is a wider question 
which we need not touch here 

Sardar Mangal Singh I was making a point that the whole trouble was doe 
to racial discrimination which was being maintained on this subjeot Unless 
that goes I can assure the House this trouble will not be over Those days 
are gone when the people in the old anny knew only to salute and. nothing else 
But now the position is changed Educated people are going there They are 
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taking an active interest m the politics of the country Therefore you cannot 
deal with them as if they are machines They are human beings nd the 
human factor should be taken into consideration If I know that in my oouuvif 
1 am being discriminated against a foreigner, I think such a Government which 
maintains such discrimination has no claim on my allegiance 1 will have the 
right to revolt uguinst such a Government He is talking of discipline and in. 
discipline 111 the aimy ’ If any Government has any right to claim mv allegiance 
and discipline in the army that Government should inspire coulidcnce, that 
Government -hould stand foi my rights If I am ill-treated and if I am dis- 
ci linn luted igamst in my own countiy, I have every right to lebel against that 
Government 1 therefore submit that when the enquiry is ordered into the 
strikes of the naval ratings of Bombav, the whole question should he taken up 
and re t \nmmed so that bucli a trouble may not recur 
Sir, T support the motion 

Mr M R Masam (Bombnv City Non-Muhammadan Utban) The nact 
giound to iny remaiks this afternoon is a statement, T was glad to see as I came 
into the House, by Maulana Abul Kalam Arad, the Piesident of the Congress, 
that he hud the Commander in Chief’s authority to assure all pel sons concerned 
that there would be no victimization or vindictive action taken and that all 
legitimate grievances would be sympathetically examined and redressed It is 
this which makes me resolve to exercise the same self-restraint that has been 
exercised by previous speakers this afternoon 

The first point that T would like to make is about the grievances of these 
men I am sorry to say that the Government of India have misinformed the 
British Prime Minister as to the position because, according to a press report, 
Mr Attlee said in the Commons that these grievances had not been previously 
presented Tint Sir, is not true I shall make tins statement,—that in the 
past few months Naval Headquarters m Delhi have from time to time received 
report* ind complamls'm regard to pay, food, clothing allowances, and le ive and 
travel facilities given to ratings in my city of Bombay The statement that 
has been issued by file Central Strike Committee of the strikers says this 

"We have all of us been in the Indian Navy for several years During this time we have 
been undergoing untold hardships, low pay, bad food and the most outrageous racial dia- 
cnmination With the end of the war the problem of demobilization and resettlement has 
come face to face for thousands of us We have at innumerable times made representation 
to the authorities for the redress of our grievances, paiticularly against racial discrimination 
and for t quality of treatment, a demand which every self respecting Indian patriot will 
completely support, hut the authorities never listened to it Therefore following the 
example of our brothers m the Royal Air Force we decided to go on strike and for the last 
five (laws we have been on a peaceful disciplined and organised strike " 

That, was the issue some two days ago The grievances which have been 
simmering for a long time have now blown up as a result of the offensive be¬ 
haviour of Commander King and the arrest of two of the naval ratings’ comrades 
Then there is the ill treatment of the ratings generally, the insulting attitude of 
Commander King Where are then the subjects of food, of clothes, of leave and 
travelling facilities and the invidious discrimination made between those who 
are to be demobilised—the people of this country and those who are Butish 
And there are the very ambitious, almost utopian plans of resettlement training 
for British personnel that are in force in our country I do not know if they 
are at our expense, I am open to correction there But in this country there 
are ambitious, comprehensive plans of resettlement training for British personnel, 
while the plans for resettlement of our own ratings are still on paper 

Another major cause of these disturbances is the feeling of insecurity among 
the ratings When the war neared its end in September, 1945, there were 
3,000 officers and 28,000 ratings in the Royal Indian Navy After that, three 
postwar plans have been made, I understand Here again, my Honourable 
friend opposite will correct me if I am wrong I can only give third hand 
information, unlike him I understand that the first postwar statement said 
that 900 officers and 9,500 ratings were to be demobilised, leaving a force of 
18,500, A second plan replaced ■ this plan and, according to that only, 18,000' 
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men were to be letained And the third plan, the present plan, stipulates for 
-only 11,000 to be retained The result is that a feeling of fresh insecurity is 
created each time, m the minds of thes^ men and, since demobilisation has been 
proceeding slowly and arbitrarily, they feel that whatever few civilian jobs may 
be going will all be exhausted by the time they are released from their commit¬ 
ments The fact that the small number of 11,000 is to be retained is most dis¬ 
tressing, particularly m view of the fact that three cruisers have been taken 
over by the Royal Tndian Navy from the Bntish Navy 

Another factor that makes for nritation is that, while on the one hand 
hundreds of Indian Officers and thousands of Indian ratings are to be demobilised, 
three hundred British Royal Navy officers aie being transferred to our establish 
ment These ire some of the very specific gnevances of which Naval Head¬ 
quarters have been aware foi a long time 

The trouble, Sir, is that according to naval law you must either take things 
lying down or ask for redress individually, because I am told thut any combined 
representation is unlawful in the Navy Evcry man must be for himself and 
will be dealt with as an individual That makes it extremely difficult foi the 
peaceful ledress of grievances to take place and men who are frustrated and 
whose grievances me umediessed arc driven by the conduct that Commander 
King indulged m to take the extiune step L’he Times of India, which nobody 
will accuse of being an nrcsponsible paper, has this to say about the blunders of 
the Government of India today 

“Os the face of it, these performances have been far from creditable to all concerned 
In principle, resort to such methods by military personnel is inexcusable in practice its 
very occurrence and in some respects the grounds for dispute reflect deplorably on the dis 
ciphno and command of the units and fottes concerned Discipline and command, lie it 
noted, are no mere matter of rigid obedience or enfoicement of authority, they equally 
comprehend close understanding between officers and men—the constant (oncem of the 
former for the reasonable interists and comfort of the latter ” 

The motion today is to censure the nivul authorities for failing to ensure this 
close understanding between officers and men and for their lack of concern for 
their interests and their comfort, which was their duty 

These naval incidents have led to a situation m the city which I have the 
honour to represent here, which must cause concern to evei v one of us Accord 
mg to newspaper reports, 98 people have been killed and 496 people have been 
injured and admitted to hospital These figures are,not generalisations They 
are the addition made of figures submitted by about four or five hospitals in 
Bombay If they were challenged, I would have no hesitation in reading them 

My Honourable fnend said that it was necessary that the two points of view 
and the gulf that sepaiates them should he understood and explained and I shall 
make hold, m the same spirit in which hr lias done it, to try and ask him to 
examine this question Why is it that these persons, whom he has chosen ,o 
call ‘Mutineers’, have the unanimous support of the citizens of Bombay’ It is 
on record that the Bombay Municipal Corporation adjourned as a mark of 
sympathy with the naval strikers It is on record that the Bombay Provincial 
Congress Committee has passed a resolution sympathising with their grievances 
It is on record that the Royal Indian Air Force in Bombay are also on strike in 
sympathy, and the students and workers have also come away from their normal 
avocations Things may happen which we do not like, but why is it that the 
average Indian has reacted in the way he has done and expressed his sympathy 
for the cause of these men? I make bold to say that the difference is not 
between the military and civil discipline Our conception of discipline is 
differenti because the contrast is between Indian and British conceptions That 
is because we do not accept the moral basis of your authority Your law is not 
law to us, because it has not got the sanction of the people of this country 
behind it, and that is why when your military or civil law is broken, every one 
of us instinctively reacts with sympathy for the rebel In other words, to come 
down to fundamentals, the real cause of this mutiny is the existence of British 
rule ir this country. We have got to get down to bed-rock. It is not a matter 



MOTION for adjournment ,1413 

of food oi clothing The fact remains that, so long as there is alien rule exist¬ 
ing in this eonntr>, you cannot get that discipline that loyalty to the navy and to 
its flag And what flag? The Union Tack’ I can imagine the irritation it 
must be every day to any sxerage Tndn* ho\ to ha\e to hoist a foreign flag 
IJnlil their own flag comes that lovaltv which my Honomable friend expects 
will never be forthcoming 

Sir, my Honourable friend will say “Oh, we want to go’’ I can then only 
say “You have lingered too long You have lingered so long that you are 
bringing our edifice down in ruins You have given reign to every disruptive 
tendency in this country, disruptive of our nationalism Who are the people 
who called out the Bombay workers in defiance of the Bombay Provincial 
Congress Committee? It is the Communist Party, your wartime allies, whom 
you fostered, whom you gave every facility, because you wanted to disrupt, our 
nationalism during the period of the war Now that you have fallen out with 
their principals in Moscow, they have turned against you That is why I make 
an appeal to you to go while there is still an armv a navy and an air force m 
this country intact And so the sooner you go the better for this countrv 

Now I want you to understand the situation Unconditional surrender was 
demanded according to Mr Churchill, of onlv two bitter enemies—Hitler and 
Tojo And now to these two, the Government of Tndia have added a third, our 
own naval bovs These are not enemies The flag they fly is not the Jolly 
Roger It is the tricolour of the Congress and the flag of the Muslim League 
These are the flags of the people of this country Thev are not the flags of 
pirates or of irresponsible people And if our boys m their teens do go off the 
•deep end and indulge m unwise actions, I will not call them mutineers They 
were only unwise, but their motive was to assert their self-respect If these 
hoys indulged in unwise actions, Vice-Admiral Godfrey also indulged in actions 
that smack of extreme irresponsibility My Honourable friend has tried to 
explain away the Vice-Admiral’s broadcast Let me read the words again to 
refresh his memory He did refer to the physical destruction of the "Royal 
Indian Navy These are his words 

“To continue the struggle is the height of folly, when you take into account the over¬ 
whelming forces at the disposal of the Government at this time and which will be used to 
the utmost, even if it means the destruction of the navy of which we have been so proud “ 

What can it mean except the destruction of the ships, which make up tne 
navy? I make bold to say that a Vice-Admiral who talks m this language far 
exceeds m irresponsibility anything our bovs have done 

Well, Sir, we have been told that the situation is under control and that 
prestige has been preserved It has been preserved no doubt with the co-opeia- 
tion of men like Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel in Bombay and Mr Gazdar m Karachi 
It lias been preserved due to our national leaders of all parties endorsing the call 
of the authorities But I wonder whether this is the kind of victory woith 
having? It is reported that when the ratings who had surrendered landed at the 
pier in Bombay, large crowds applauded the ratings They are the moral 
victors of the struggle—the men who surrendered Sir, in view of the assurance 
that has been given by the Commander-in-Chief that nothing will be done further 
which will exacerbate the situation, I wish only to remind the opposite side 
of the words of Abraham Lincoln that "Nothing is ever settled that is not 
settled right”, and I hope. Sir, now that the lesson has been learnt, it will result 
in the redress of the legitimate grievances of these men and a recognition of 
their patriotism and of the self-respect that they have preserved for this country 

Mr P J. Griffiths (Assam European) Yesterday, when this House discussed 
the advisability of sitting today, I expressed doubts as to the wisdom of a debate 
on this particular issue at this juncture It was mv fear that a full and frank 
-expression of opinion, without which a debate of this kind would be meaningless, 
might well make the situation worse rather than better Since, however, the 
House decided otherwise, I cannot let these doubts deter me from saying certain 
things which may be unpalatable to some of the Honourable Members in this 
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House 1 piopose to begin by saving something which will probablv be an 
pal it'ible to the Piont Benches Pei haps I should make it cleai to begin with 
tlwt what l am now saving is a purely peisonal view That view is that on an 
occasion ot this kind when we aie discussing ui issue of fiist class importance 
connected with the Pones ot the » town the Wo Me mlic t should hi\< been 
il this House to den' with tin del it, Tills is not tin fust «xa ision cluing the 
)>ii st lit St ssion win n m uti is ot ck it uiipoi t mi i n ' to tin Deft me l ones 

of the Crown hivi heeii discnsstd md on nom ot those occ isions Ins the War 
Menihei ionsidtic'1 it kciw in to lit prtst it I lccogm/e his reluct me e, in 
lus .apacilv is ( oiiimandti m (’(net to lie embiohd in these disputes hut he 
is also \\ ir Member nil this House is entitled to p\pcet that when a first < lass 
dtbite is ihont to talo pint the inhet in eliaigi should he here to do d with 
it In sawn" tint 1 c ist no lefleetion upon the \Y u Seeietaiv, Mi Mason 
whose Inciditv of exposition md sneentv mil mm ige in lnndlmg these m itteis, 
T gieatlv admue 

T turn now to tin nuih dim t issues concerned Tt seems to me that there 
ir. tom sepn de in itteis to he tfiiisidu pel Fn~tl\ we line to mike ill ae e in ite 
estimate of wli it li is n ilh liappe ned then we hue to ask whv it has happened 
from that wc Imp to go on to consider its probable effects and finsllv we need 
to iddress omsehes to the ntioii now to be tikon Lot. me tike the fiist what 
has happened 1 HVic it seems to me of the utmost impoitance neithei to 
exaggerate nor to minimise but to trv to form e pist pidgment of exacth what 
has taken pine 1 lo not want to use harsh woid« hut theie is no othei word 
bv which to desenbe wlnt his taken place thin that word which niv fuends 
dislike so much—the wold ‘mntinv Mntinv not m i technical sense but 
miitinv in i h il lull oil pine tied sense Rhms were seized sheds weie me 
pared foi fnms. shots wire filed Whit else must soldiers oi sailois do to c mne 
unde i the eitegorv of ‘mutineers’ 0 

Prof N G Ranga ((uintur mm Vellore Non Mulnmmidan Fib-in) Whv 
should the \ not 1 Yon go out hist 
Mr President- Old. i oidei 

Mr P J Griffiths I mills, tint T declare these actions to he mntinv Mv 
ligaments mu Id) on de d md unresponsne ears r 
Prof N G Ranga Ymn In irts are dead 
Mr President Oulu oidei 

Mr P J Griffiths fid me thcteloie pist read fiom a papci which is edited 
b\ \ ie I itieiii oi ,ln li uh i ol tin t’ongiess paitv—I mean the HiiulusLw 
1 limp x \\1 it lo 1 Ind is the he idu g m the Hindustan Times vestoidu ’ «.Lt 
savs ‘Tndi in 1 itnigs nnitim ,it two eenties” Don’t let us pietend that by 
calling <i spid< in igiieultuiil instrument instead of a spade, we somehow mske 
the situation he’tfei Let ns idinit what has happened is a mutiny Tn the 
couise of the omtnu ceifain demands were made Those demands fall into tluoe 
categones The fust is whit you mav rail service demands such as those for 
pav allow mces gratuities better food and the like We have not vet hero 
bofoie its snffie tent nnteinl to pidge how far those elemnnds were reasonable 
or how fai thev weie unreasonable Whether they were reasonable or un- 
TPasomble no irmv and no navy anywhere in the world can admit that even if 
men low iiisoneble* complaints they can go into open mutiny to enforce 
their demands 

Then T Unn to the second class of demands made by the mutineers— 

dmvncls foi the release of certain arrested persons 

Rlr Maim Suhedar (Indian ’Merchants Chamber anS Bureau Indian Com- 
"lUb, (xyon,!nV,u!^ 0 K 1 l np'? l ’ ,e XTc rnl> °' nr >v first elnss information as to what was 
Mr P j Griffiths Hive vo „? 

Mr Mann Subedar That 1S whv 


propose to Withhold judgment 
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Mr. President Instead of putting questions to the Honourable Member n.d 
his answering them, he should be allowed to proceed with his speech 

Mr. P J Griffiths The reasons for Jhe anests of these persons are some- 
what obscure, but they seem to have been accused of writing political slogans 
on walls inside the naval camps Let me put this question to my Honourable 
friends Is there any country m the world or aiq navy in the world the members 
of which would be allowed to write political slogans on the walls in their camp* * 
Diwan Ohaman Lall (West Punjab Non Muhammadan) Is there any other 
national Legislature in the world which has the misfortune of being addressed by 
a foieigner? 

An Honourable Member' Ts there a German member in the House of 
Commons? 

Mr President* Order, oidei The Honouiable Member should be allowed 
to pioceed with his speech 

Mr P J Griffiths As it seems apparent tint rhetorical questions are lot 
undetstood I will confine myself to simple statements 

The third class of demands related to Indonesia and the Indian National 
Aimy I do not know why these demands were put in but I suspect it was 
di ik to gam the sympathy of mv fnends on those Benches One can under¬ 
stand that even though one cannot excuse a mutiny with regaid to service condi¬ 
tions But when a mutiny is conducted for political reasons, on account of 
demands by the members of the Army or the Navv that the Gov eminent shall 
oi shall dot employ the forces of the Crown in a certain way, such a mutiny 
can claim neither our understanding, noi oui sympathy, nor our toleration. 
Mutiny on these grounds is something which would without fail undermine die- 
very foundations of the State It is very difficult for iny Honourable friends, 
here who have never been associated with mv fighting service to undeistand 
what is meant by the bonds of discipline Let ine tell them that discipline is 
not something which exists just to ensure obedience Tt is something far more 
than that Tt is some thing which means a spirit of cohesion It is something 
which brings unitv to the forces It is something which makes it possible for 
each in in to rely on bis neighbour in time of danger It is a spirit which inspires 
men in the forces with pride and self-respect, and it is for this reason that wlmi 
you bieik down that intangible spirit which must animate anv fighting foi<' ( 
when vou bteak down that spirit, vour armv or navv becomes a rabble and a 
dangerously armed rabble at that It is for this reason that mutiny is regaidcd 
bv all states as one of the most serious of crimes 

Why did this mutinv happen? I am not going to stop to deal with the lo< al 
cai^es I want to deal very briefly with the causes of a wider and more general 
natme I will begin first by agreeing to a limited extent with my friend, Mr 
Masmi I do agree that deep down the fundamental cause of this trouble, and 
of all the other widespread troubles m India today is the strain inherent in the 
present political situation That is perfectly clear to everybody—no arguments, 
are necessary to prove it There is a maladjustment, there is a sense that the 
present form of Government is outworn, and as long as that sense persists v> 
long will incidents like these be likely to occur Let us admit that frapkU 
There is only one thing we can do about it and that is to effect as fast as we- 
can a constitutional settlement But we can not sav that until that constitu¬ 
tional settlement takes place, men may mutiny and capture ships and th.W 
soldiers may desert 

An Honourable Member* Why not? 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: Because we have to hand over to you something woitlr 
handing over Until the very dav when the change of Government takes place, 
it is the duty of the existing Government to maintain the machine m such a 
condition that it is worth your while taking it over 

I come now to the second factor, which I believe to be a very real factor in 
the trouble, and that is the bad example set by certain men of the RAF. 
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Speaking as an ex-member of the RAF my belt, I deplore very deeply that 
bad example which was set, and I hqpe that if on any future occasion similar 
indiscipline occurs in the RAF the authonties will take the strongest possible 
action to deal with it 

An Honourable Member Thank God you are not War Minister 

Mr P. J. Griffiths' Then I pass on to the third general cause of this wide¬ 
spread trouble, and here \ have got to speak out quite frankly You cannot 
have people going about the country, making inflammatory speeches, speeches 
deliberately intended to stir up trouble, speeches deliberately aimed at making 
the armed forces waver in their allegiance—you cannot have speeches of that 
kind going on day in and day out, without their having repercussions on the 
psychology of men in the armed forces of the Crown I have not got the tune 
now to quote them—on some other occasion I will do so—but Honourable Mem¬ 
bers know perfectly well that they have been made by some of the most influen¬ 
tial and some of the most vociferous Congress leaders during the past two months 

Then I pass on to one more cause and that is the effect of the events mn- 
neeted with the I N \ trials I do not propose to discuss them in detail—I 
have given my views on it only a week ago, but it does seem to me that when 
20,000 men belonging to the armed forces of the Ciown are lauded and made, 
into national heroes foi having gone over to the enemy 

An Honourable Member They were handed over to the enemy' 

Mr. P J Griffiths it would be the height of folly to expect that it 

would have no reaction on the discipline and morale of the armed forces of the 
Crown 

And so, if I have to sum up the causes of this trouble, I should say, first vou 
have the general cause—the political maladjustment, secondly you have certain 
local causes, about which we do not know verv much yet, and thirdlv vou 
have the unwise and thoughtless agitation carried on in the political field by 
certain men who should provide more responsible leadership 

What are the effects of this hkelv to be 0 I need not stop to dwell on the 
long term effects I need not lemind my Honourable fnends that there is one 
thing that will above all else matter to a self governing India and that is ro 
have an armv and im\ and m force on whose Knwavermg, unhesitating and 
unargumg obedience she can confidently relv It may well be that what has 
taken place todav 

Sjt N V Gadgil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
Leave it to them 

Mr. P. J. Griffith*: I cannot leave it to him „ 

Sjt. N. V. Gadgil: You must 

Mr P. J. Griffith*: It may well be that what has taken place todav wilt 
weaken that reliability, that dependability, and that when my Honourable- 
friend, Mr Asaf All, becomes the War Minister in a new cabinet 

Mr. M. Asaf All' Spare me' 

Mr P. J. Griffith*' and if my fnend Naw-abznda Liaquat Ah Khom 

becomes war minister m Pakistan, thev will discover that forces have been- 
unleashed m the armv and navy and air force which they cannot control 
'There is one more consideration 

Mr. TlMlflunt The Honourable Member's time is very nearly approaching 
limit he has got only one minute more 

Mr. P. J. Griffith*’ I am just finishing There is just one more word 
We have seen the causes, we have seen their effect What is to be done now’’* 
Tn rnv view there art two things to be done now The first is for Government, 
and it is that Government should moke it unmistnheably clear that if bv anv¬ 
il! fortune there is a recurrence of this kind of thing, they will use to the utmost 
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the forces of the Crown to suppress it (,4n Honouiable Member Oht) and in 
that action, action which will be for the benefit of India herself, they will have 
the fullest and most unqualified support # of this Group 

Finally, there is one more thing to be done, and this is a thing which rests 
in the hands of my Honourable friends of the Congress Party, and I would appeal, 
to them Do not make the mistake that you made over the IN A Do not 
turn these men into national heroes Already untold mischief has been caused 
because men who had broken their oath of allegiance have been made into 
national heroes Do not repeat that mistake For these men at least \ou 
have no political excuses to offer These men mutinied for more pav and better 
food and allowances Can you make national heroes out of them’ So I say 
that whatever may have been the follies of the past, whatever may have been 
the causes of this outbreak, let us see to it that those causes are not aggravated 
and not allowed to spread elsewhere by making these mutineers feel that the 
country is behind them 

Dr G V Deshmukh (Botnbav City Non Muhammadan Urban; Mr 
Piesiduit it stuns to me that the cook of Mr Masons %tor\ had a lot more 
seii'-t ill in Admiral Godfrey or even the Prime Munster of England—or coming 
neui lie House—than even the Leader of the European Group Foi this- 
reason that that cook knew it was a very insufficient reason to join the so- 
called, alleged mutineers—I do not call them either rebels 01 mutineers for 
reasons which I will presently state They all seem to go into a panic and they 
do not lealise that thev hive all gone into this panic out of sentimental reasons 
and call, what I would certainlv call a strike, a mutiny, and you have warships 
travelling over from England and coming to this pace and this Admiral 
Godfiev with the help of another Rattrey—he says he has overwhelming forces 
at bis disposal and he will destrov the w'hole of the It I N What are we to 
think ot these people, these mval men about whom, when it suits your pui- 
poses you praise tnem to the skies—ind not only praise them to the skies but 
in void own despatches you give them distinctions and honours It suited you 
then tc tall them heroes, md now wli^n they complun about the inhuman ton 
ditiou-i—lad pay and bad food and lacial discriminating behaviour—then you* 
sa\ tbit they are mutineers Is that right’ T do not think it is fair so to evl 
them Would /ou call th*ese people who were merely beginners in navil war 
fan - they really did not get more than six years’ course—my fnenl Mr 
Griffiths and others should know that this II 1 N has not been long in duration 
—it is only of six years’ standing from the year 1939 and up till now you have 
inf reassd it twentv-fold, that is, about 19 times the number of the original 
uuvv they a e fresh and young and new, and yet m spite of that they go from- 
Akvab to I,etpan, they eon distinctions in the battles of Burma, and not on'y 
in (Burin i but among the European nations such as the Italians and others— 
they also know how brave they are and how gallant they are, and on the beaches 
of Letpan as well as Akyab they helped this Government to win the so cal'ed 
European wai, and now you come forward and you call them mutineers L 
say you ought to be ashamed of yourselves to call them mutineers After all, 
what were the real issues that these people raised? Not just for bad pay, not 
just for msamtaiv conditions, but do you expect these valiant and brave men 
of whom you inav be ronvemently proud but of whom we will always be proud-- 
you Gunk thnt thtv should put up with these inhuman conditions after having 
se<>,i war all over the world Certainly not But what is the real cause of this 
trouble? I sav these {ire all minor factors about bad pay The real cause oU 
(he trouble is the rrcial discrimination It has been made absolutely e'enr 
Mv friend Mr Mason says that there must be some one who has led these* 
ignv'Vit and young men to this step I sav whatever has led to this stage is>- 
obvious and apparent It is not onlv the inhuman conditions—I repeat it a<>ntn, 
it is the racial discrimination that has been exercised, and can you deny that 
that racial d stinction is exerc.sed not onlv in the navy but also m the nrmv' * 
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[Dr G V Deshmukh] L 

I mak; bold to say that even among the ICS tkeie is racial dis- 
iiimnatiou, if they will only speak out It may not be convenient for tiem 
to speak out Cur they deny that racial discilmination exists oven- 
6p M non (In Honouiable \lembtr ‘ They don t go on strike ’ ) They 
vill, if they could Since they are well looked after with regard to their pay 
ind service conditions they would put up with racial distinctions 

Shn Sri Prakasa (Beueras and Goiahhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
iural) Mr Griffiths mutinied from the 1 t b 1 


Dr. O. V. Deah m uk h : You canuot expect valiant lietoes to put up with 
ho s e conditions Now. it has been said We waut to hind over your aimy 
md youi navy and the lighting ioices in a good condition fui yoiu future govern¬ 
ment Why are you so tughtcned about it It i-> you people m the tally 
>tig_s ol the war who called our soldieis and suilois meicentiy and you e\pe> t 
Uiut they vul be loyal 1 say theie is only one lciucdy to make them Jo u al 
Givt them some ideal tli.it they may be pioud of Give them national govern 
ment anti you m on not uouy vvhethei they will Ik loyal to us or not What 
n is tin i \umplt (‘ Kussn. ' Theie were so many different communities and 
in is dine—even mo.e thin m India Lfitlei had thought that on account ot 
so many differences the Russian army will not be able to stand and that n will 
disinl^giate hut as soon as a common ideal was given to them—and that was 
th_ nntionvl ideal—what happened’ Did the Ukrainian deseit the Russian 
army ’ Not only tile Euioptan Ukrainian but also the Russian barbarian Jrora 
the steppes lought foi til they were vvoith lot the common ideal, and, bn, 
tint i, the real ieinedv, it vou want to remedy this state of affairs Don t be 
muiei tss,,nly hightentd hni have lo< ked aftci us m voui own wav for a long¬ 
time 1 am tellm, vou heller lcmedies so thut we will be able to oo\ dter 
omselves muc i bittu \ou have youi own idea of discipline After ill lJeas- 
of discipline arc lelitivt borne ideas of discipline winch may apply at m 
eaily stage will not he ippic.ible at a later stage You may have youi own 
ide is of discipline You think that Indian soldiers should be satisfied „ith a 
ho v 1 of Kanji and should be loyal to you, because they were under the in* 
piession tint it w is tile British Government which was giving them p iy I 
sav tout the national consciousness has been iroused uid vou have to talu. note 
ot it You must tale this new factor into consideration Not all Godfreys, with 
<11 the might of the Butish Umpire, nor the meinbets of the European Group 
who think that these I X A people shou d not be considered as heroes,—I even 
go a step furthei—not even all the atomic bomb powei that you will be able to- 
contiol will he LI" to cbstiov the national consciousness that has been iroused 
in this nation 

Mr. P J. Griffiths We do not want to do it * 

Dr. G. V De ahm ukh: Even »f vou want to do it, vou i mnot do it In 
the circumstances the right thing to do is to give these men a proper ideal. 
Give them a nations! government and all these difficulties wi l disappeu like- 
the mist on a fine morning and then my friends need not worry about th» 
future 

Thors is one nmie point to which T should like to draw the attention of the- 
House We heard the War Secretary say that shops v.ere looted I should hka- 
the House to analyse the situation properly and isolate the question „f these- 
R T N from the mob furv that has taken place m Bombay I want vou to 
isolare this^ so that the two may not be associated and the real question about" 
thesa RTN people sdou d not be judged in a wrong wav Now, why do these- 
mob fun-s break out’ We have repeatedly seen that whenever anv eons- 
titutlonal progress is going to be made in this country this mob violence breaks 
out We have seen that the excuse or the argument is that there are hoohganv 
and there are communists Whnt T sav is this Ts this the dutv of the police 
or the duty of the military to put down this hooliganism? How is it that ill it 
citv like Bombay '/hero there are so many police they are not +o be found when 
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mob violen e bleaks cut i hive it Horn my inends m Bombay that wneu the 
post oitires ueie btmg burnt ami vviieu this mob iuiy was taking place, the 
police web not to be seen i make this statement on the Hoot ot the House 
1 do not want to insinuate anything but what 1 say is this It is the auty ol 
the police and u the police eveiy now and then brings lorwaid this excuse ihat 
this is (he woik ol tile hooligans and communists, tin u the police is 
liu thuuil 

Mr P Mason On a point ol mdei We aie discussing the BIN now 
Dr (t V Deshmakn U.u I point out to uiy Inend that it was lie who 
a luded to the looting ot the shops v 

Mr President lou netd not icply to the point ot older \ou have got 
one minute more to hnibii youi spetili 

Dr G V Deshmukh i say that von must isolate this question ot the BIN 
We, Sn, must tei 1 abot i the Jossts m Bombay i'heie aie one hundred people 
dead and theie aie ovu Odd casu dues Vitei ill it this thing started loiu the 
ltution ot th* bad "catmeut ot the B I N men, then I say that we cannot be 
so blind 01 si heuiksb us not to allude to it on tile ttooi ot the House I do 
.lot caie whetliei lliib is i Provincial subject oi t t enlial subject 1 sa / that 
d ihe ponce is bo iia i.inpctent then the Commissioner ot Police should b r dme 
away with He snould be the hrst peisou to be sacked 

111 lonclusini let mi tell my lueiids that the old oidei has changed If 
von btlnvt t x« n now th il l>\ Hit it i \ jnving voiu monthly silanes you i an 
expect that di*< iplmt will be m untamed and loyalty cu tied, you aie yery 
liimli mistaken 11 cic is a lughei loja'ty ind a lughei discipline and I am 
very glad that niv iutnds ol tin 1 N \ uni the ltl\ have pioved themselves 
ulharents ot this bettn loyalty mil worthy sons of tins (ountiy 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan (Meetut Division Muhammadan Buial) 
Mr Piesulent, it yv is letreslnng—I do not want to ust anv othtr expulsion 
because i have no disue to embmass my Honourable ttiends of the Congtesa 
Puty—to find the Uej utv Leadei ot the Congress Paitv paying Ins trimite to 
the valoiu and bi.»\eiy ol the Indian boldiet 
Mr M Asaf All Why should I not > 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan He said th it he w as pioud of their achieve¬ 
ments I said it was refreshing, because so far all that the Indian soldier Ins 
heard tiorn the Leadeis of the Congiess is that they weie meicenenes and rice 
soldiers i Jntemiption) 

Mr President Let the Honourable Member go on with his speech 
Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan T do not mmd intciniptions Don t hothti 
Mr President It is not a question whcthii the Honounble Memhei minds 
it,or not It is the < oni ern of the Chair to ugulutc the deb ite 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Then 1 hope thit the Chan would be _,ood 
enough to control them 

It would, I am sum be a souri e of great cueour igemeut to the Indian soldier 
who has proved his umth and whi Inis < ertain v established the reput turn ot 
India duimj the last wrr 

I am afraid Sir that vour desire to assist Honouiable Membets of this 
House in this debate by asking the Wai Secretaiy to mike Ins speech befoie the 
commencement of the Adjournment Motion which he w is to imlu lining the 
course of the debate h is not ica’lv been taken advantage of Vei\ fev\ Hoiioui dile 
Mmihirs of th House have paid n.uili attention to whit the Honomahle tin 
Wii S netuv hail stited is the piliey of thi Government of Tndia with tegard to 
this matter After the Honourable the W ir Secretary’ hid mule his sti'nut. t 
I asked you Sir if I should ask questions then or should I leseiye my remake 
till th’ debate on the Adjournment Motion took place Now, Sir, T would like 
to take this rppoifumtv of asking the Wir Secretary to e aufv fmther thi 
pohev of the Government with regard to the matter of enquiry I andeistool 
the War Seeretarv to soy that there would be more than one enquiry First, 
he said there would havr to be an enquiry bv the services themselves Then, 
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L-Nawab-cuda Luaquat All JvliauJ, 
he said there would have to be an enquny by a Commission 01 Committee what¬ 
ever you like tj call it, with which would be associated the elected Aiembeis ot 
this Honourable House aid that enquny would deal as to how ibis tiouLh aiose 
and the reasons toi indiscipline Now, Su, it this Committee 01 Commission 
01 Tnbuual has to enquire into this question as to how this trouble arose and 
the leasons foi indiscipline, 1 lad to see what enquiry the services would make 
in this matt3i, because altci all, the services would also enquire into this ques¬ 
tion as to what were the leasons foi this trouble and what weie the leasc.iis ioi 
mdisciplm j What is the object of having hist a departmental euquny and 
then having another impartial enquiry into the same matters, I fail to under¬ 
stand If really it is the object ot the Government to have an impaitial enquiry 
made into the whole affair, and if the Government are really serious to give an 
oppoitumty to the elected Members ot this House to be associated with s ich 
enquiry, then 1 am uiiaiu 1 cannot see any logic in having an earlier enquiiy 
c ontmed particularly by the members ot the services only Then, Sir, theie is 
mother aspect oi this enquiry about which I would like the Honourable the 
\\ u Secrctaiy oi the Leadei ol the House, whoever is going to speak on behalf 
d ilie Government to enlighten Honourable Mernbeis Would this Commission 
vlso be competent to examine the grievances ot It T N , and recommend to the 
Government the remedies to meet those grievances or would it only be c ontmed 
to the acts o l Commission by It I N t bir, I think these are matteis about 
winch T would like the \\ u Secretin to make the position of the Government 
clear 

Six, my Honourable iriend the War Secretaiy refeired to the looting of 
shops My Honourable friend Hr Deshmukh also referred to it and it was also 
one ol the questions which I wanted to ask the War Secretary, as to who did 
the looting ol shops ’ 

Mr M Asat Ah Not the It I N 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Weie the KIN lesponsible f If they were 
not respoiisib e tuen I submit that it can not be the subject of enquuy by 
this t unnmssion bn, I do not w int to say and repeat the old saying did I 
not tell you so ‘ liui it the Government would look up the past lecoids ot tne 
debnes in this House, they would hud that on mote than one occasion some oi 
the iionouiablc Aiunbeis ol this House including mystlt pomttd it out to them 
that the tieatmcnt which w is being meted out, especially to the indian otliceis 
in the ainiv was mcli that it was gieatly lcscuted by them On more than one 
occasion 1 pointed out that theic was laciul discrimination and that it would 
recoil on youi he ids and that you should take note ot this fact that there was 
gre n discontent unongst the various torces ot the Indian army md they w. r- 
tee.nig veiv oadlv the indignity of being tieated in a disc nuniiatory maiinci 
Sn, tin gnevinus ot It 1 \ have been stated by my Honouxuble triend Mi 
Mas mi md it is regrettable indeed that no effort was made by the Governmc it 
eithei to enquiic into those, yuev uic es or leniedy them till such tune is they 
had t) lace the tiouble which is now facing them It is a common belief ot 
evet / section of the people in India that the present Government sit with cotton 
wool stufted m tin u ears, they never listen to the voico of reason till such time 
is it is not dinned into their ears All this trouble that is taking place is due 
to this belief which generally prevails m the country that it is no use talking to 
the Government of India in a gentlemanly manner, unless \ou really create 
trouble, they cannot be roused from their deep slumber This feeling, Mr 
President, is reall/ unfortunate I would request the Government of India to 
shake off their lethargy and be more responsive to public opinion and'to what 
is stared either on the floor of the House or outside Sir, my Honourable friend 
the War Secretary is talking of discipline I am sure there is no one m this 
House who would not desire that there should be complete discipline m the 
-army But I would say that the responsibility of the officers is verv great with 
■regard to the forces The duty of the officer is not only to lead his men to the 
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battle front, .us out) ib to keep 111 touch, constant touch with the feelings 
seutuneuts and grievances Of men under him It appears from what 1 as 
happened with legard to Li I N and the incidents which have taken place that 
the immediate officers certainly weie not as careful and as active with >egatd 
to then duties us they should nave been Ot course, without having full fact 1 - 
before one, it would not be fair to condemn any one 6ut of court But one 
cannot help fee mg that there must have been something wrong with the 
immediate officer oi these men I find it difficult to believe that suddenly so 
many tlcusands of men would go mad and start creating trouble without their 
immediate officers knowing something about their feelings and being aware of 
what Was brewing Therefore, Sir, while I fully endoise the desne of the War 
Secretaij that there bhould be maintained complete discip me in the arm/, I 
submit that th * officers who are placed in charge of the men in the Indian army 
should be such as are really competent, ohd ate able to command the confidence 
of the India i soldier Sir, it is very gratifying that the situition in Bomb ly - 
and Kaiachi according to the War Secretary, is practioally normal, and I am 
very glad that the mCn have called oft the strike and have started their rodtine 
of ditt, I can assuie them from here thatrthe Muslim League will use all that 
lies in its powei to secure the reasonable and legitimate demands of the BIN. 
and the\ may court upon the assistance and active support of the League in 
redressing their legitimate grievances 

Mr President 1 The Honourable Member has one minute more 
Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan Sir, 1 wou.d appeal to Government to be 
moie vigilant with legaid to the feelings and sentiments ot the toices in the 
Indian aimy and they snould alwavs be promt t 111 meeting tlieti tgituuate 
demands an 1 removing their legitimate grievances I hope that the commission 
ot n (piny winch Government intend to appoint, will bt appointed at an earlj 
data with full powers to muke lecoinmendations to Government on every 
aspect ol this untoilunate incident 

Several Honouraole Members 'lhe question may now be put 
Mr President l think it is only fair to allow the War Secretary to reply 
Several Honourable Members Yes, subject to that 
Mr. President Mr Mason 

Mr P Mason: Sir, 1 ^should like to begin, it 1 may, by reteinng to the 

speech ot the Deputy Le ider ot the Muslim Lc igue Party because, for one 

thing, it was the last and tresiest in evciy one s memory, and also because 
he asked me a number of specific questions, and I do agree that these points 
wanted clearing up 1 upologise lor (hen not having been cleared up In 

the hist place, events have ciuvvded upon us so thick and fast in the last 

two days that 1 did not quite give that anxious and careful attention 
to the iorm of what 1 wished to say that l would have wished to 
otherwise The point really is with regard to the two kinds of inquiry 
to which I referred and 1 think also the icterence to the Defence Consul 
tative Committee It appears to me—and I should like to emphasise 
that I am speaking here really personally, because I have not had time to taka 
the decision of Government on this matter, and it is inevitably something which 
would requne a certain amount of consideration and consultation But speak¬ 
ing personally, after consultation only with the military authorities, I bhould 
say that theie aie really three things for discussion The first is the general policy 
—ami th it we are already to a certain extent discussing—and that is a question 
which I would like to liqve refirred lo the Defence Consultative Committee as 
soon as it is constituted and as soon ns it cm meet, and I hope that every one 
in the House will agree that that should be as soon as possible Then, Sir, 
I think as sooi as that has been discussed with them, there will be two 
things to bf done One vvi 1 be that we shall need s series of service inquiries 
mto thi actual eoui6e of events, into what actually happened in each of the 
various centres These will be courts of inquiry which will record evidence and 
make reeri mendntions 



[23rd Feb 1940 


1422 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Mr M AsalAli To whom/ 

Mr P Mason To the Commanding Officer m question 
Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan: About what’ 

Mr P. Mason They will make recommendations as to the actual conduot 
and the guilt of the persons concerned, which will be in accordance with the 
genei il poucv laid down from here aftei onsuitation with the Defence Consulta¬ 
tive Core mittee 

I then turn to the scope of the wider inquiry to which I referred As I say, 
I visualise myself that this should be a very full aud very impartial inquiry on 
whic l various elements should be represented I cannot really go into details 
because as I say I shall have to consult Government as a whole, and a decision 
of th“ civil Government would be necessary But with regard to its scope I 
quite agrr e that it should have a very wide scope It should be asked to inquire 
into tin cuuses that is to say, the grievances which the men put forward as 
their reasMis for indiscipline, it should also—I am quite suio—inquire into any 
allegations made against the officers in question and into the conduct of the 
mthorities m general In fact it would be an inquiry which would be 
empowered to bring in a report which condemned the Government of Tndn 
But is T said, I can onlv speak for myself at the moment 

Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan Would it not inquire as to who were res¬ 
ponsible for this? 

Mr P Mason’ Yes Sir that is exactly what I just said 
Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan Then what is the need for the othn service 
inquiry? 

Mr P Mason One is an mquirv into the grievances of the men, the eon 
duct of their immediate officers—which is the subject of discussion at the 
moment—and everything connected with t'ae reasons for the trouble The 
othei-> would be regarding the facts and regarding individual men, it would be 
whethci Ab’e Seaman Khan did or did not refuse duty on a certain day llmt 
would be . question which would be quite beyond the scope of the committee 
of the kind I havp in mind That is w>hv I think we will need to have two 
kinds of inquiry 

An 1 said, bn, i am sorry I failed to make tuat point deal, but that is 
really the man question which the Nawabzada asked me There remain a 
number of otiin speeuies winch have been made in, which it seems to me that 
ihe essentia point—no doubt due to my failure to make myse t clear before-- 
has been n is<>ed And the essential point is that I think there should be thib 
lull auo impartial inquiry, and until that full and impartial inquny is held 
it is surely prematuie tor us to make up our minds hor example, there is one 
bpeuhc poi it whi„li has been made several times, and that is witn regaid to 
wnit (-oiumanuii lung said ihe ratings say he used ceitain anguage will Ji, 
1 quit a agree, is \ery impioper it ho did use it lie himself s lys he did not 
1 have not mude up my miud as to whether he did oi did not 
say it and I request, the other side of the House also to keep an open mind, 
that wm be one of the subjects of inquiry 

There is one othei point that lias been raised by two Honourable Members, 
and that js about tne looting of shops 1 think that there 1 may have fallen 
into the veiy erroi that 1 was just asking others to refrain from I did say 
that u unb iiculeiit tile looting oi shops occurred, aud it is my impression that 
at least some of the reports did say that on the first day, before the civil rising 
broke out 11IN ratings were guilty ol breaking into shops But I may be 
vvioug, and I think this matter also will be inquired into 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh Sir, may 1 interrupt the Honourable Member for one 
minute ? 

The mam icabon why these shops—Kodak, Whiteaway & Laidlaw, and 
Luwienu & Mayo—were broken m was that these companies would not sell 
to Jndi 11 customers but sold their goods to European customers It was 
racial discrimination even there 
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Mr P Mason 1 would ask you to keep an open mind on that question also 
until nil enquiry has been held 

I would like to thank the leaders of the Muslim League and the Congress 
Party fo the restraint which they havo Showed and for the very general agiee 
rnenf which they expressed with my homily at the beginning on the subject 
' Pm jdnie K i) qin'o < i ir tin all sections of the House are at one on this 
question ar 1 do wish to pieserve the discipline of the Aimed Forces The 
quesaon on whuh wo differ is the best means to do it, and it still seems to 
me th it it wi 1 be unwise for the House to make up its mind in advance, and 
to condemn the officers without hearing because you have not heard then bide 
of thi question any more than I have heard the side of those who have com¬ 
mitted the e acts of indiscipline 

Mr. M Asaf All* We can judge bv the results 

Mr. P, Mason I would ask that m both cases we keep an open mind until 
an enquiry is actually conducted mid when that enquiry has been held tnen 
we should make up our mind And T do again ask the House to consider 
whether if thev do without knowing the facts, censure the officers who were 
responsible immediately over the heads of these men, they are not encouraging 
the other Armed forces to do the same I am afraid they are 

There were > number of other points raised, and I wish that pvery Member 
had shown quite the same restrunt ns the two leaders did T do not want 
to talk about all those points because I do not want to get involved in long 
arguments on this subject T think the essence of the situation is just what T 
have nlreadv said namely, that we should not make up our mind until an 
enquiry has been held 

Rut there are two points which I would like to answer The first is the 
reference to the Cr mmandr r-m-Chief and his not being here, and I would like 
to mah • it verv clear that he has to perform two functions—he is Commander- 
in ( hicf and ht is W ir Mi mbei at present I pels mallv—I am sa\m moie 
pi rh ips than 1 red y ought to siv—peisomlly I wish that that situation would 
come to an tud and that we could have straightaway a civilian War Member, 
ml 1 hopi u ^hill befoie long—tint is only a peisonal expiession of 
opinion Jini so long is tin ( onmiandci-in Chief is the War Member, ne is 
hist Ccnui u iki m ( lint r J nat is mcvitiblc and that is one of the delects m 
t’k posit a ■ So long as hg is C uamiandci m Chief, the Army nd the Armed 
loi s in s think ci him is Coiinii indei m Chief and in my opinion it would 
l>> i w o i_; ci lien ' > cune into the liou<-e and become inv lved m 

high y contiovcrsnl questions in wlvcli Membeis will very often say things 
which in thi < dm of then own house they would not say, and I am quite sure 
that ha is light in the mteiest of the krmed Forces not to take th it ution 

• Seth YU3UI Abdoola Haroon (Sind Muhammadan ltural) How would he 
avo’d i lbs, ussion ol this soil m tlie Council of Stated 

Mr P Mason Debates in the ( ouncil of State are considerably le<-s con 
trcversial 

Sa-da - M 0 agal Singh Is tint > compliment? 

Sir P Mason. The second point, on wh.ch I would like to Bay veiy little, 
is thi' question of discrmr nation FIcie again, I want to say something par¬ 
son a' I want to say that [ have served now for some four years under the 
Conimandei m-Clnef and I can say with all the sincerity I command that it 
has bee i h s constant eiideavoui on every possible occasion to eliminate dis- 
i 11 nmation 

Maulana Zafar All Khan (East Central Punjab Muhammadan) Does the War 
S eutary 1 now ihout the \ ivy Club of Bombay? 

Mr P Mason: I am not giving way The Navy Club of Bombay is not 
undpr the Commander m-Chief 

Sir it has been his constant endeavour to eliminate discrimination I have 
seen hundreds of instances where he has intervened and taken st»ps to msure 
that raeial discrimination shall not take place, but with regard to the particular 
thing al'eged in relation to these ratings 
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Mr Afrdur Rahman Slddlqi He has failed 
Mr P Mason. I think I have spoken on that subject—the question of pay— 
sufficiently alreadv, and 1 think my Honouiab'e friends on the other side do 
understand I just wanted to make that one point about the Commander-in- 
Clnef’s ow l efforts And I would again ask the House not to censure Govern 
ment on this subject because, as I have said, I think it will encourage furthei 
action o a similar nature which I know that we all wish to avoid 

Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan Mav l ask one question fiom the Honourable 
Member ‘ Ain I right in understanding that no action will be taken against 
any membei ot the Royal Indian Navy till such time is lull enquiry has been 
made bv this Commission that the Government propose to appoint’ 

Mr P Mason I think that is a veiv difficult question to answer But mav 
I sav that no one will be punished until the question has been discussed with 
the Defence Consultative Committee I cannot I think at this stage go so fai 
as to give tha assurance for which you ask iBut I can say thut this question 
will be considered 

Shrl Satya Narayan SInha (Unrbhnnga cum Firan Non Muhammad in) 

The question mav be put 

Mr. President The question is 

“that the question be now put" 

The motion was adopted 
Mr President The question is 

That the Assembly do now adjourn 

Tli. A ccmbly divided 

AYES—74 


Abdul Gham Khan, Khan 
Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi 
Abdullah, Hafiz Mohammad 
Abid Hu«sain, Ghoudhiny Md 
All Asghar Khan, Mr 
Asaf All, Mi M 

Ayyangar, Su M Ananthasayanam 
Banerjee, Sre e Satyapnya 
Bose, Shn Sarat Chandra. 

Chaman ball, Diwan 
Chcttiae, Su Y A Ramalingani 
Choudhuiv, Sieejut Rohim Kumm 
Dagi Seth Sheodass 
Damodar Swaroop, Sjt Seth 
Dam Mr 0 B 
De-Uimikh Dr G V 
Ibrahim llaioon Jaffei, Mr Ahmed 
Gadgil, Sjt N V 
Oanx.mju Sri V 
Garni Shnikai Sarin Singh, Mr 
Ghazanfarnlla, Khan Bahadur Hafiz M 
Gole, Mi P B 
Gounder Su V C Vellmgin 
Govind Das, Seth 
Guiuswahn, Mr 9 
Hans Raj, Raizadu .. 

Hiray, Sjt B S 

Ismail Khan, Hajee Chowdhnrv Mohammad 
Jagqnnathdas, Sn 

Jeelani Khan Bahadur Makhdum A1 Hai S 
Sher Shah 

Jhunjhunvvila, Mr B P 

Kara, Miss Mamban 

Karniarfcai, Shn D P 

Khan Mr Dcbendia Lai 

Killedli Mr Mohanjmad M 

Lahiri Choudhuiy, Snjut Dhirendra Kanta 


Liaquat All Khan, Nawab/nda 
Mahapatia, Sri Bhagirathl 
Malaviya, Pandit Govind 
Mangal Singh Sardar 
Manu Subedar, Mr 
Masam, Mr M R 
Mcnon, Sn A Karun ikat.i 
Mnkhopadhyay Mr Nagendi math 
Mukut Bihart Lai Bhaigava Pindil 
Naravanmurthi, Sn N 
Nauman, Mr Muhammad 
Neogy, Mr K C 
Paliwil, Pandit Sn Krishna Dutt 
Mnhmat ullah Mr Muhammad 
Ram Narayan Singh, Babu 
Ramayan Prasad, Mr 
Rinea, Piof N G 
Reddnr, Sri H Venkatasubba 
c atsena Shn Mohan Lai 
Salve, Mi P K 
Sanval, Mr Sasank.a Sekhar 
Satakopachan, Sn 1 V 
Sharma, Mi Krishna Clnndi i 
s hdiina P indit Balknshin 
Siddique All Khan, Nawab 
Siddiqi, Mr Abdur Rahman 
’*»iha, Shii Satva Naiavan 
Mi Pnkasa, Shn 
Sukhdev Udhowdas, Mr 

, Surjit Singh Majithia, Squadion Leadti Sardar 
Tamizuddin Khan, Mi 
Thakur Das Bhargava, Pundit 
Vadilal Lalluhhai, Mr 
Vaima, Mr B B 
Vmchoorkar, Sardar N G 
Yamin Khan, Sir Muhammad 
Yusuf AJ doo’a Haroon Seth 
Zafat All Khan Maulana 
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Thv. Assembly met in the \ssembfy Chamber ot the Council Ilouse at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mi President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) m 
the Chair 


MEMBElt SWORN 

Mi Richard Vincent Fenton, ICS, ML A (Government ot Tndis \onn 
nated Official) 

Sri B. Venkatasubba Beddlar* On a point of order, Sir is the Honourable 
Member who has just taken the oath of allegiance aged 25? 

Mr, President* That is hardly a point of order However, I think he must 
be above that age 

Shri Sri Prakasa Is there an ige limit, even for nominations? 

Mr, President* We now proceed with the business 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS! 

- Written Answers 

Stopping op Women Working in Coal Minks 

466 *Prof N. G. Ranga Will tho Honourable the Labour Member be 
pleased to state 

(a) When Government propose to stop women working in Coal Mines now 
that the war is over, and 

(b) whether they have any schemes ready to provide these women who 
have been brought away from their villages anv alternative employment or to 
provide them free return passages and to free them also from any debts that 
they may have incurred while at work in the mines in the hope of repaying 
them through their savings at the mines? 

The Honourable Dr. B* B Ambedkar: (a) Government have no mtention of 
entirely prohibiting the employment of women in Coal Mines Their employ¬ 
ment underground has, however, been prohibited from the 1st February 1*146 

(b) The Welfare Fund of the Central Government has decided to open vege¬ 
table farms in the coalfields and the various Mining Associations of employers 
apd the Provincial Governments of Bengal and Bihar were asked to do ''very 
thing possible to provide atonce dtemative employment for women released 
from underground work Majority of these women have already been provided 
with surface work in *he coalfields 

Recommendations op Indian Labour Conference 

467 *PrOf, N. G, B&nga* Will the Honourable the Labour Member be 
pleased to state 

(a) the recommendations made by the Indian Labour Conference that met 
in November, 1945, 

(b) the conclusions or decisions reached by Government thereon, and 

(c) what steps the Government of India propose to take to implement 
them? 

The Honourable Or. B B Ambedkar: (a) None 

(b) and (o) Do not arise 

+The question hour for the day having been cancelled, the answers were laid on the tsble 
of the House —Ed of D 
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Service Conditions of Indian Seamen employed on British Ships 
466 *Mr P B. Oole. Has the attention of the Honourable the Commerce 
Member been drawn to the conditions of Indian Seamen employed on the 
British ships legarding (i) wages, (u) tiburs of work, (m) leave, (iv) Insurance, 
(v) space on boaid, etc , and the hostile attitude taken in this respect by the 
British ship owners in the International Maritime Conference held at 
Copenhagen? If so, what steps have Government taken or propose to take to 
ensure equal treatment to Indian seamen regarding wages, etc 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azizul Huque The Government of India are 
aware ot tin conditions of Indian seamen employed on British ships A fair 
nicd'-uie oi igicum.nl w is rt ached it tin Copcnhigcn Confirence on ill the 
qiu spoils winch lami up foi considciation < \eept m the case of wages hours 
ot woik inti manning The Copenhagen ConftuiKi was onlv a pieparatory 
om md ill tin subjects untied b\ ll will 1< fmlhci lonsideitd at a maritime 
stssion of the Intcinulional Lahoui Confcu 'Ci to 1« held in He itlle in June 
ne\t when final decisions will lit irriverl at Tlie Govemmcnt of Tiulia are now 
t\imimng the tontatm conclusions it iclifd it Copenhagen with a view to 
deciding the attitude which lhe\ should take at the Si attic ConfuCnce and I 
mnv issme tilt Honom ible Mcmbei that m doing so th°v will tt\ to spcuie the 
ht si possible conditions of servne for Tndnn seamen 

Government’s House Building Programme for bio Cities 
469 +Mr Manu Subedar (a) Has the attention of the Honourable the 
I jbmn Mi mini bet n di iwu to (lit iditonal remirks of the Statenman of tne 
23rd Jami rry, 1946, that ‘Yet it must be remembered that almost no dwel¬ 
ling has been built in auv Indian town during the last six vears, ” and is he 
in a position to contradict this statement? 

(b) What steps have Government taken to encourage building in congested 
cities like Bombay and Calcutta? 

(e) Are the controls operating still to prevent structures going up, or are 
thiv going out of their wav to smoothen out difficulties of builders? 

(d) Have the Government of India received from, or sent to, Provincial 
Governments anv concrete plan in order to bring into existence increased num 
bei ot buildings in India? 

(e) Are Government awaie that the building trade ib the most promising 
one foi the absorption of those who may be retrenched from Government 
seivicu? 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkai (a) Yes As we have no information 
lcgardmg tin numbu of buildings eonstiucted during thr last six yeais by 
pi, it p - ns il is lmpos-ib ■ i itln i to suppoit oi to conli idut the statement 
as it is winded but £ should like to point out that thi contiols for the use of 
hoi ding imteriils wtit not imposed till about tin latter half of 1941 

(b) Pusmnably tht Honourable Member has m mind private building The 
tiovnmm nl of Tndia have lecentlv taken some steps of i general nature to 
fnrom ige pm iti building all ovei Tndin and not only particularly m Bombay 
and Calcutta 

They hiv, withdrawn thr instructions which thev issued to Provincial 
Gotf lnmnits legnrdmg the exercise of control over building construction They 
hive advised Piowneial Governments generallv to encourage private building 
bv all mtnns in then power Thev have issued specific instructions about the 
relr is, of brick- md mcrensed quantities of other building matenals like 
cement steel timber etc which are under the control of the Government of 
Tndn have been made available to private builders 

Government of India haw fuitl « i divided to convene n meeting in Delhi 
.n the first week of March 1946, of representatives of Ihe building trade in 
orde 1 to discuss with them the factors that are still impeding the progress of 
private building in this country 
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(c) The Government of India believe that the relax ifcious die going to make 
it easier foi builders to put up stiuctuics in future 

(d) The Government oi India lia\e adfliessed provinces in legaul to a short- 
ten n scheme for the encouragement oi the construction of housing loi industrial 
labour and those othei woikeis m urban areas who are unable to p<*y an economic 
lent The sc hum liivolvis u subsidy lioin tlic ('entre provided provinces make 
an equivalent suhbidy .md will Ik alenul to by the Finance Mcinhu m his 
Budget speech 

(e) Yes 

Government's Policy re Residential use of Wartime Temporary Structures 

470 *Mr Manu Subedar: (a) Is the Honourable the Labour Membei 
aw die of the special measures being taken in the United Kingdom to increase 
activity in house building? If so, what are those measuies? 

(b) Do Government propose lo indicate thtir pobc\ with legard to the 
following suggestion madi liv the oi the Jilrd him in, l c )4( 

The Government w'ould be, theretore, well advised to considei if until 
the law oi supply and demand has leas&crled itself, lesidential use is possible 
of the temporaiy structures put up during the war”? 

The Honourable Dr. B R Ambedkar - (a) Yes These measurts liavi lx ui 
inilv explained in the British Mmi-tij of Inhumation pamphlet So 11 520, 
a copy oi which will be iound in the Libiaiy of the House 

(!>) Tin siu-i stion in uli b\ tin Shite^man of the 2‘hd linimy, 194b, wa¬ 
in iibpeet oi tin tempoiarv buildings eonstructe<l m Calcutta and I taki it 
tint the IToiiomabli Membei wants to know the policy of Government in lesprrt 
oi t’.i building- 1 mi coiiiemed only with the buildings constructed foi 
Cmtial (ioviiiniK nt Civil Offices which will no doubt lie retained fm u-r until 
they han become sinplus to our requirements 

Abolition of Defence of India Rules 

4 7 1 *Mr Manu Subedar 1 (a) When docs the Honourable the Law Mem 
bei intend to abolish the Defence of India Rules now that the emergency 
of the war which brought tfiese Buies into force, haB ceased to exist’ 

(b) Is it u fact that from many quarters complaints have been made m 
representations to Government as well as m the press, about the oppressive 
nature of many of these Rules’ 

(c) When does the notification extending the operation of these Rules 
expire? 

fd) Have Government considered whether the powers, which they have 
under the normal laws of the country, do not give them sufficient authority 
to cairy on Government? If so, in which directions have they found it net i 
sarv to supplement the powers given under normal laws during the period of 
peace’ 

(e) Will Government make a statement of their policy before this House 
an 1 set aside a day for the discussion of this subject? 

The Honouiable Sir Asoka Roy (a) and (c) The FTonomablt Memlxi 
appeal- fo Ik under a misappielieiision There haR been no notification extend 
mg the opu.ition of the ruh - which, in the absence of oxpress cancellation m 
the meantime will remain m foice for so long hr the Defence of Tndia \< t 
remains in force, namely, until six months aftei the termination of the wir 

(In Thire has beeu a < onsidei ible volume of mnmlv uncritical attack on fli ■ 
mbs at large but comparatively few of the rules have formed the subject of 
specific complaint 

(d) The question arising is not one of supplementing powers otherwise avail 
able but of whether all or any of the rules should be expressly cancelled in 
advance of the date on which the expiration of the Act will put the rules out of 
operation 
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(e) The policy of Government is to keep the rules in force until they are put 
out of operation by the expiration of the Act, save to the extent to which they 
may from time to time be satisfied that any particular rules are no longer 
required In pursuance of this policy 42 rules were cancelled by the late 
Defence Department Notification No 3 D C (4)-45, dated the 12th January 
1946 If any Honourable Member desires a debate on this subject, it is open 
to him to give notice of a Resolution Government do not propose to set aside 
a day for the purpose 

Stabilization of Agricultural Prices 

472. *Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer: Will the Agriculture Secretary be pleased 

to lay a statement on the table of the House for the information of Members 
containing any new proposals for the stabilization of agricultural prices for the 
next five years in order to bring about prosperity to the Indian villages? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat Proposals for the stabilisation of agricultural prices 
will be formulated as soon as the recommendations of the Sub-Coinmitlee of 
the Policy Committee on Agriculture set up to advise how agricultural prices 
should be fixed and made effective, are received 

Expenses incurred on Parliamentary Delegation 

473. *Mr Ahmed E H. Jailer. Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House be pleased to state 

(a) if the Government of India are paying all expenses incurred by J 
Parliamentary De T egation which is now touring India, 

(b) if Government have received representations from public bodies m 
India protesting against the arrival m India of this “Goodwill Mission” jt 
the present juncture, and 

(c) if the suggestion to send out to India this Delegation was first put 
forward to the British Prime Minister by a Member of this Assembly? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. (a) As already announced in the 
Pross Note which appeared in the newspapers of the 12th January 1946, His 
Majesty’s Government is meeting all the expenses connected with the Parha- 
mcntaiy Delegation's visit to India A small secretarial staff and a meeting 
room were provided by the Government of Tndia for the convenience of the 
Delegation 

(b) No 

(c) T have no information 

Meagre Reparations for Tndia from Germany 
47 4 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce ^em¬ 
ber please state on what principles reparations from Germany were decided? 

(b) Have the Government of India represented that the sacrifice m men 
and money and in deprivations diseases and death was actually bigger for 
India than any other belligerent? 

Have thev represented that, compared to her capacity, muoh larger 
financial burdens were thrown on India during the war period? 

fd) In view of these and other circumstances, have they represented that 
the share coming to India is very meagre and unsatisfactory? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M Azlzul Huque’ (a) The main principles on the 
basis of which allocations of German reparations have been made are 

(1) budgetary cost, 

(2) costs of direct damage and occupation, 

(3) man-years allocable to the war effort in respect of the armed forces and 
those spent in munitions industries, and 

f4> losses of life both of armed forces and of civilians 
fbl (e) and (d) Yes India haB been allotted 2 per cent of general repara¬ 
tions and 2 9 per cent of capital and industrial equipment and in view of the 
decisions at the Pans Conference, the question of any further representation f«r 
the time does not arise 
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Transfer ot U. K Share of Reparations to India 
475. *Mx. M&nu gubedar: (a) Has the Honourable the Commerce Member 
represented that the entire share coming,to the United Kingdom in the matter 
of reparations should be transferred tor" India, in view of the very heavy debt 
which the U K is owing to this country? 

(t>) Have Government represented that merchant ships which are coming 
as port of these reparations, should be transferred m a proportion larger than 
the two per cent overall, in view of the special needs of India in the case of 
merchant shipping? 

(c) Have the Government of India appropriated any sums to the credit 
of Germany and Italy, which may be with the Custodian of Enemy Property? 
If so, what are these sums, and where are they at present? 

(d) On what basis are these sums going to 1 m used? 

(e) Is it intended that a part of them will be given to those Indian nationals, 
who have incurred losses of their assets in enemy countries? 

The Honourable Dr Sir M. Azizul Huque (a) No 

(b) A. claim on behalf of India for a share lu the German meichaut navy was 
pressed at the German Reparations Conference fh Pans But there does not 
appear to be any chance of ships being available to India as the allocation of 
merchant shipping is to be in proportion to shipping losses 

(o) and (d) The only sums appropriated by the Govemirent ot India out of 
the amounts lying to the credit of Germany and Italy are (1; those lealised ou 
account of fees due to Custodian of Enemy Property under paragraph 11 of 
Enemy Property (Custody and Registration) Order, 1939, and (2) payments 
made by the Custodian on account of Income-tax due on the post-vesting 
incomes of German and Italian nationals and concerns The amounts of fee 
levied under (1) are 

(l) from German assets—Rs 9,10,900 
In) from Italian assets—Rs 89,200 

The hguies are mclumve of amounts levied from the beginning of the war 
to the end of the financial yeai 1944 46 Figures in respect of income-tax 
under (2) above are not readily available 

Tht sums realised under*(1) above have been credited to Government Reve¬ 
nues as fees levitd foi the purpose of meeting expenditure incurred by Govern¬ 
ment for the custody and preservation of enemy property in contemplation of 
arrangements to be made at the conclusion of peace All payments under (2) 
above have been credited to Government Revenues under the head “Income tax 
otljpr than Corporation Tax” 

(e) Does not arise 

Export or unauthorised Foodorains from certain Ports in Tndia 
476 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Has the Food Secretary looked closely into 
tfio export of unauthorised foodgrams from the ports of Portuguese Tndia and 
from cirtsm othei ports from the western coast of India? 

(, i What, steps have thev taken to deal with this kind of leakage in the 
aviilable food supply 9 

fel What control have Government got over the Provincial Governments 
in the matter of the ukases, by which they not onlv prevent movement of 
food material between one district and another inside the Province, but have 
imposed absolute prohibitions with regard to the movement of foodgrams, milk 
products ghee, sugar and other articles as between one Province and another 9 
(d'- Have Government got any estimate of the reserves and stock m trade 
in the matter of foodgrams and other useful food items carried bv private indi¬ 
vidual'- in various Provinces, as against the reserves earned by Government 
and the rationing authorities? 

(s) Is it a fact that transport difficulties m the matter of foodgrams still 
continue even in the case of Provincial Governments and rat ming authorities? 
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Mr B R Sen (a) and (b) No cases of unauthorised export of foodgrams 
fioni ports mentioned by the Honourable Member have been brought to the 
notice of Government 

(c) Movements between one district and another of a province are primarily 
the concern of the Provincial Government and the Central Government do not 
intei vene m such cases Ab regards prohibition of movement of foodgrams 
between one province aud another, this is an integral part of oui scheme of 
distribution of surpluses under the Basic Plan As to other foodstuffs there is 
now an understanding between the Provincial Governments and the Govern¬ 
ment of India that no such restrictions will he imposed without consultation with 
the Central Government 

(d) No, Sir But Provincial Governments have returns of stocks of foodgrams 
In Id hv hcen«i es under Piovincial Foodgrams Control Orders which generally 
piohibit thi holding of stocks exceeding 20 mnunds by non licensees 

(() The 1i mspoit position is generally easier than it was dining wartime 
and movi mi nt of foodgrams is given very high pnoritv 

Export op Food Materials from India 

477 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Has the Food Secretary got any estimate 
of the number of parcels containing food material, which are sent out from 
Tndia bv Arm\ personnel amd civilians to the United Kingdom and other 
countries 9 

(b) Is it i fact that such despatch had veiy much increased dining the 
a cars of war 9 If so, do Government propose to put a check now on the total 
volume of food material, paiticularlv butter, leaving this country hv this 
method, m view of the shortage in India generally? 

(c) Have Government got anv estimate of the amount ot animals, meat, 
foodgrams, milk products, ghee and sugar leaving India as piovisions in the 
ships that call .it Indian ports and leave Indian shores for outeide destinations 
oilh a i with milit-irv personnel or with civil passengers? 

Mr B R Sen (a) No, Sir 

(b) It is hkeh that the number of such parcels went up during the wai years 
Expoit of buttn hv civilians m such parcels is already piolnbited The whole 
question is bomg le examined in the light of the recent detei 101 stion m the 
food situation 

fc) Yes The returns received from the Export Trade Controllers show that 
fiom July to December 1945, ships calling at Indian ports took on board about 
650 poultry, 190 tons of foodgrams, 14 tons of ghee and butter one cwt of 
othei milk pioducts and 25 tons of sugar per month on an average 

Admission op Government op India Scholars as Apprentices r 
in Factories in England 

478 *Prof N <J Ranga Will the Education Secretary be pleased to state 

(a) if it is a fact that a number of the Government of India scholars 
who were recently sent to England were admitted only into degree or diploma 
eomses and not for research work, if so, how many were thus admitted for 
non-research work, and why, 

(b) whethei it is a fact that a numbei of scholars who had already taken 
M Sc and B Sc Degrees with high distinction are obliged to join for Degree 
courses again, and why, 

(c) if it is a fact that the India House has pleaded its inability to get any 
good pioportion of oui scholars admitted as apprentices in factories, and 

(d) what special steps Government propose to take to prevent this waste 
of time of our scholars 9 

Dr John Sargent' (a) and (b) It is a fact that m some cases, the Govern¬ 
ment of India scholars who have been sent to the United Kingdom have been 
admitted to Honours Degree or Diploma courses Total figures are not yet 
available hut the number of such cases is not large For instance, information 



received from the High Commissioner m regard to students at Manchester, 
Sheffield and Newcastle-ou-Tyne showb that 21 Central and 11 1’iovmcial spon¬ 
sored students are doing post giaduate dburses as against 5 Central and 5 Pro¬ 
vincial students who arc doing an Honours Degree oi Diploma course In a 
few cases genuine mistakes have been made, which aie now oeing rectified but 
the mam reason why some students have been allocated to Honours Dcgiee or 
Diploma courses lathei than to Post graduate research i» that although they 
may have good science degrees of the ordinary kind their qualifications do not 
provide an adequate background foi an advanced study of the special subjects 
for which they were selected In the case of a number of subjects ugarded as 
of gient unpoitance for Indies post-war development the facilities in this 
country have been uthei nonexistent or oi in clement irv chaiuctei Students 
of these must therefore begin mole oi less at thi beginning Anotliu re ison is 
that for certain subjects the best trlining is piovided in Polvleelmits which only 
offer Diploma eouises These uc not familial to md, th> n'toii not ippucutcd 
by some of our students who up inch,ted to ronsidrt t Doctorate is nlw ivs a 
bettei qualification than a Diploma 

(e) The scheme winch is In nig ulmimsti u d b\ the Eihu ition Deputmcut 
piovides only toi education il courses md not foi ippii nticcship m fai tones 
though in tlu cast oi noith ill ti ehnnlogienl ionises a penoil oi prriods of 
practical framing in mdustiv will torni pait of the comse \irangcmenls for 
this ire made b\ tin educational institutions lonccimd This w is ni idi clear 
m the hroihure of inform ition issued to students and tt the mtuvnws No 
complaints m this respect have come to our notice 

it, however, the llououiablc Memhei icteib to appnnticcslup m lactones 
under the Technical Tiannug Scheme adnumstcied by L ibom Depaitinent, I 
understand that the Dntish Ministry ot Laboui and National Suviu, thiough 
whom such ippienticeslup is being ananged, Ins assvuul the High Coimnissioner 
that apprenticeship facilities will be nude avail iblc toi oui technicians as soon 
as possible, but that theie may be some delay oi difficulty oil account of the 
fact that the Thitish mdnstiy is at present engaged in the piocess of ic convei 
sion from w,n to peace activities 

(d) Theie ne only i lew cases m which genuine enois ippeu to have 
occulted All those cases file being looked into uigently and mv 1 ittst inform¬ 
ation is that most ot them have been alteady put light Two scnim officers 
of this Department have been specially deputed to London as Education il 
Liaison Officers to strenghthen the High Oomnnssioner’s Education Depart¬ 
ment and to assist m legaid to the placing and genet a 1 welfare of Indian 
students Eeports recently received from them indicate thtat the authorities 
of Universities and Technical Colleges in spite of the gieat piessure on their 
accommodation at the present time aie adopting a very sympathetic attitude 
towards the needs of Indian students 

Breach of Agreement between State of Sniom and Government 

479 *Mr Vadilal Lallubhai Will the Honourable the Lender of the House 
be ple-nsed to state 

(a) whethei he is aware of any departures from the terms of the agreement 
reached between the State of Sirotn and the Government on the 1st October 
1917, 

(b) if the teply to (a) be in the affirmative, on what grounds tho\ -aie 
allowed, and 

(c) if the reply to (a) is in the negative, whether it is a fact that taxes 
are levied on pilgrims to Mount Abu by Government authorities in direct con¬ 
travention to Clause No 21, Appendix A, of the said Agreement, if so, whether 
Government propose to give assurance that they will be removed immediately? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall* (a) No 

(b) Does not arise % 
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(c) No special tax is levied on pilgrims as such entering the Leased Area 
of Abu, but since 1924, a Visitors Tax has been recovered from all classes of 
visitors entering the Abu Municipal Areia which is co-extensive with the Leased 
Area, except those entering on foot The proceeds of the tax are utilised for 
defraying the heavy expenditure incurred in providing essential services and 
amenities for the inhabitants of, and visitois to, Mount Abu 

Repercussions of India's Import Trade on Indigenous Industries 

480 *Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: Will the Honourable the Commerce Member 
be pleased to state 

(a) the present composition of India's import trade as between the con¬ 
sumers' goods and capital goods, 

(b) whether he has examined the figures of our imports and exports during 
the last seven months of the current financial year, if so, why recently our 
exports are dwindling, 

(c) if it ib a fact that our imports contain a major proportion of consumers’ 

goods, ' 

(d) if the reply to (c) is in the affirmative, whether Government have 
taken into consideration its repercussiom. on the respective indigenous indus¬ 
tries which eventually will face the problem of severe competition from abroad, 
if so, in what way, and 

(e) whcthei the Government of India have in view any policy in regard to 
protection ol indigenous industries from the danger of foreign competition, if 
they have any, the outlineb of the same? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axizul Huque. (a) I lay on the tabic a statement 
showing importb of consumer goodb and capital and other classes of goods dunng 
the tight months of the current financial year (Apnl-November 1945) lor which 
hguies are available 

(b) Yeb, for eight months as mentioned above Exports of Indian merchan¬ 
dise during this period were actually higher than those in the corresponding 
period of the financial year 1944-45 or 1943-44 

(c) The position is that even taking into account motor Bpmt and kerosene 
mulct consumci goods the Lend of impoit trade ib mote or less equally divided 
between consumer goods and other classes of goods' including capital goods 

(d) and (e) Yes 1 may invite the attention of the Honourable Member 
to my answer on the 6th February, to Mr Manu Subedar’s Starred Question 
No 21, about Government’s long-term tariff policy An mtenm Tariff Board 
has also been set up to investigate the claims of industries started or developed 
during the wai and T lay on the table a copy of the Commerce Department 
Resolution dated 3rd November 1945, setting up the Board Government will 
take steps to ensme speedv action on the recommendations of the Tariff Board 


Statement showing import of consumer and capital goods into British India during the period 
April to November 1945 


Consumer goods- Re (lakhs) 

Food, drink and tobaoco 14,06 

Motor spirit, kerosene, vegetable oil, copra kernel 46,27 

Manufactured articles 19,83 

Postal articles and baggage 2,01 


Capital goods— 

Machinery of all kinds 
Other classes of goods— 

Raw materials as well as semi-manufactured 


82,70 

12,88 

00,48 


Total Imports 


1,62,12 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
RESOLUTION 
TarifA 


New Delhi (he 7»d November 1945 


No 218 T (55)/45—In the statement on industrial policy issued by the Government of 
Indu on the 23rd Apnl 1945, it was announced that, pending the formulation of a tariff 
police appropriate to the postwar needs and conditions of the country and the establish 
Immanent machinery for the puipose, Government would set up machinery for 
.nS i u ng claims from lndustucs which have been started or developed in war tune 
n»«Ji A are estaWlshefi 0n sound lines, to assistance or protection during the transition 
c ' .uH" c ° mmnn,q ? 0 m the same date invited industries to address their 

Sccretaiy to the Government of FnHia in the Department of Commerce 


2 Several industries have accordingly applied for assistance or protection, and on a 
pieliminary examination of their claims, the Government of India have come to the con 
elusion that applications submitted by the following industries call for a detailed examina 


(it non feireus metals, including antnnon' , 

(n) gimding wheels, 

(m) cuistiL soda and bleaching powdei, 

(iv) sodium thiosulphate, sodium sulphite mhvdious sodium hiMilplute, 

(v) phosphites and phosphoric acid, 

(vi) liuttei coloui aerated witet powdei colour 
(viit mbbei manufactures, 

(■vm) file hose 
(lx) wood screws, 

(x) steel hoops for haling 

Othei applications aio undei the oonsideiation of Government and fuilhei action in their 
case will be taken in due course 

3 In addition to the industries which have applied foi tssistance or protection, there 
are certain industries the starting of which was consideied essential by tho Government 
of India under conditions created by the wai Farlv in 1940 Government announced 
that specified industries promoted with their dnoct encouragement during war time might 
feel assured that, if they wer u conducted on sound business lines they would, by such 
measures is Government might devise, be ptotectod agiinst unfair competition from outside 
Indn In accordance with this decision the following industries have been given an aesur 
ance of piotwction igunst unfair competition ifter the wai — 

(i) bichromates, 

in) steel pipes and tubes up *lo i nominal hoi, ot 4 inches 
(ml aluminium, 

(iv) calcium chlonde, 

(v) calcium carbide 

(vi) starch 

Of these industries onlv those engiged in the minufarture of hichiomates, calcium 
chlbnde and starch have so far applied foi is,istince oi piotection during the transition 
period The Government of India considei that tho applications submitted by these three 
industries also call for immediate investigation 

4 Foi the purpose of these and mv subsequent investigations the Government of India 
have decided to set up a Tariff Board foi n peuod not exceeding two veers, in tho first 
instance The Board will consist of — 


Sir R K bhinmtikham Chcttv K C I F 

Mfvibkrs 

Mr C C Desai, C I E , ICS 

Prof H L Dey, D Sc (London) 

The Board will include one mine Member whose name will he announced shortly Mr 
Desai will act as Secretarv to the Board m addition to his duties as Member 

6 The Tariff Board is leqnested to undertake m such order as it thinks fit, tho investa 
gation of claims put forward by the industries specified in paragraphs 2 and 3 above I* 
the case of each mdustrv the Board will after such examination as it considers necessary 
report whether the industry satisfies the following conditions — 

(1) that it is established and conducted on sound business lines, and 

(2) (a) that, having regard to tho natural oi economic advantages enjoyed by the mdustrv 

and ite actual or probable costs, it is likely within a reasonable time to develop sufficiently to 
be able to carry on successfully without protection or State assistance, or P 7 
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(b) th&t it is m indueti$ to which it is desnihle in the national mteiest to Riant protec¬ 
tion 01 asBistmce and that the piobable cost of such protection or assistance to the commu¬ 
nity is not excessive Where a claim to piotection oi assistance is found to he established 
t t , if condition (1) and condition (2) (a) oi»(h) up satisfied, the Board will lerommend— 

(i) whethei, at what late and in lespect of whit utides or class or descnption of articles, 
a protective duty should be imposed, 

(n) what additional oi iltcimtive meisuiis should lie takc.fi to piotcit or assist the 
industry, and 

(m) for whit pei lod not cm ceding tluce sons the t n iff oi other messurcs recommended 
should lemain in foue 


In miking its iccommenditions the Bond will ,nc dm, weight to the inteiests of consumer 
in the light ot tin prevailing conditions anil also mnsidei how the recommindations affect 
industries using the ntides m inspect of which piotection is to be granted Since lelief, 
to be effective, should he cffoided without deliv the Bond is lequeatdd to complete its 
encpinies with ill possible expedition ind to submit i icpoit as soon as the investigation of 
the claim of each inelustiv is concluded 


6 'Ihe heiidquutui of the Bond will lie it Bomhn lml it v 
as it thinks necvssiuv foi pm poses ot its cnqunies hums and 
of these, industries oi in mdiistiics dependent on tile, uso of the pi 
who desne that then views should he consideicel should icldie* 
the Senetaij to the Board 

7 toy claims liuviftei icicivnl iicim othei mdiistiies vvhlili ill 
ment of Inrtii ire suitable, foi c vamination l> the Boaicl will be 
due coins, ten ex ■munition 


will visit such other pi ices 
persons interested in any 
toil lifts "t these lndnstnes, 
ss thou lepiesentations to 

the opinion of the Govern 
c leteued to tlio Board in 


8 Jht 
affoul (lie 
for minim 


(uivsinment of India tinst tint Pu 
Koaid all tile issistanre which it n 
'tion which mJi he addiessed to tiler 


hv 


c mini cits mil Vdministiatiuiis will 
ind will <cnni Iv with anv lequcst 


ORDER 


ORDERED th 

nuts ,11 Chief '.. 

Political Depntmciil the Pi 
■‘ v - tcntiil Boaid of Ilevu 


the (cntiil Boaicl of Revenue the Auditoi flcmnl the 
London the Economic Advise, to the Government of I 
Jnrdhgence, C'alcutti the Tnclnn liaelo t'ornnussionei 
tilde Commissioners it New York Bnenos tins loioi 
ant .Svclney, His Majesty’s Tiade Commissior 
talculta the Canadian Tiade Commissionei 
in India the Rccietnv rmff Bond Bombay 


t this Resolution lie communicated to all Piovineial t„,v„in 
s the several llepaitments of the (TOveininent of India, the 

. 1 M'litnv Sccutancs to His Fxcclleney the Vieuoy, 

High ( ommissionei foi India in 
India tin Pi ice tin of Cormncieial 
London the Tndun Goveinment 
ito Aloxandi i,c Mombasa Tchian 
in India, the \meiiean Consulate General, 
India the Anstialnn 11 iclo Commissioner 
d all the lceognised Clnmheis of Commerce 


ORDER)* D lint a copy be toinnnmic cted to 
ORDERED also tbit U be published m the 


the Goveinment of Buuna 
(Inztttr af India 


N R PILL VI Secy 


481 *llr 

kindly state 


Working Hours op "Factory Workers in India 

Vadilai Lallubhai. Will the Hotiouiable the Labour 


Member 


( a 2 ““ working horns of f.ctmv wo.kcts tn India mcotd.ng to 

different industites meltidmg collieries and plantations, 

fb) the total nuinbei of factories coming under the purview of the Tndian 
C'ictorjes Act, 1934, 


(c) how many of them me woikmg one shift, how many of them 
and how many of them Ihiee shifts, and 

(d) the working hours m each shift’ 


two shifts 


The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambediar. (a) Two statements showing the 
daily working h°ms in industries and plantations are placed on the table of 
the House No detailed information about the actual working hours in 
collieries is available 


(b) Total number of factories under the Factories Act was 34,922 in 1944 
the last year for which figures are available 
(e) and (d) No information is available 



1437 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Statement thounng hours of work per day in factories 


1 Cotton 

1 Silk 
4 Woolen 

8 Engmeerig (including lailway 
workshops ) 

6 Matches 

7 Potteries 

8 Printing Presses 

9 Gin ss 

10 Chemical and Pharmaceutical 
works 

12 C otton Ginning and Baillmg 
n Rice Mills 

14 Cement 

15 Papei 

18 Mica h actones 

17 Shellac Manufacture 

18 Bidi, Cigar and Cigarettes 

19 Carpi t Wens ing 

20 Tanneries and Lenthei goods 

manufacture 

21 Coir Matting 


71—10 
9-12 
7J-- 9 
9 —10 

12 for shift workers (in some cages 
night shift workers work for 
7 hours) 

8J- 10 

8 for shift workers 

9 for general workers 
71- 8* 

71— 0 for shift workers 

10 for geneial workers 

7 - 10 

S toi Manulacturing sec tion 

8—<| for Engineering sec tion 

9 —10 

7 —10 

71 8 foi shift workeis 

8 - - 9 for general workers 

7 - 8 m . ontmnous pro<« ss shifts 

S - 10 

11—12 foi bidi and cigar 
S - 9 foi < igaiettos 

9 - 10 

1 T P Madras 

9 Day shift 81 

8-9 Night shift 
9 for men, 

8 for women 

> for cluldten 


Statement shouinq daily hovi iof i oil in Plantations 
Assam and Bengal— 

Tea Gardens 

Ha/.aria basis (normal working time) 

Ticca bassis (overtime) 

Pluckers 
Kangra Valley 
Dehra Dun 
Almora 

'Pea and Coffee Estates m South India 
Rubber Estates 


8-6 


10—11 
8-- 9 
8 


Pratbr Facilities for Muslim Employees of Government of India Press, 
New Delhi 

482 *Nawab Siddique Ah Khan (a) Will the llonouidblo the Labom Member 
please state whether the Government of India Press, New Delhi, had a big 
room set apart for prayers for the Muslim employees who used to offei their 
prayers therein since the beginning? 

(b) Are Government iware that the Public Works Department hate taken 
away the big room and given a small room which is insufficient for the Muslim 
employees to offer their prayers, and that they have to offer it now m batches? 

(c) Are Government aware that the Muslim employees submitted an appli¬ 
cation for the allotment of a big room to the Controller and that the question 
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was also raised m the Works Committee but the present Controller 
did not take any action, but is even trying to get the small room 

(d) Do Government propose to allot* big room as before so that the Mus 1 
employees may offer tbeir prixyerB therein witb ea&e 

The Honourable Dt. B R. Ambedkar. (a) and (b) The 'Big room referred 
to is the Muslim Tiffin Room which was being used without permission for 
occasional prayers by the Muslim employees of the Government of India Tress, 
New Delhi, and the dining was being done in the manufacturing room Thia 
was objected to hy the Medical Officer of Health, New Delhi Municipal Com¬ 
mittee It was, therefore, necessary to use the tiffin loom exclusively for 
the puiposes foi which it was <onstructed 

(c) Yeb, the application has been submitted by the Controller to the Gov¬ 
ernment of India The st itement made m the fattet pait of the question is 
not con-ect ' 

(d) No big loom had pievioush been allotted 


Deduction op Friday Prayer-Time prom Government of India Press Staff’s 
Overtime 

483 *Nawab Siddique All Khan (a) Will the Honourable the Labour 
Member be pleased to state whethei the one hour concession for Friday 
pmyeis "ranted to tne Goxcrnment of India Piess Staff is deducted from their 
overtime’ 

fb) Is it a fact, that up to 1928 the one houi allowed for Friday prayers 
was not deducted from overtime tnd the some hour was counted for attend¬ 
ance Oil flllt\ ’ 

(r) Do Government propose to count tins oqe houi concession foi Friday 
prayers m duty hours aR the hour is used for prayers on'y and not for any 
other private work’ 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar 1 (a) Yes 

(b) Yes, but upto 1931 

(c) No Attention of the Honourable Membei is drawn to the reply given 
in the Legislative Assembly on the 20th August 1034, by the Honourable Sir 
Trank Noyce to starred question No 668 

Protection of Indian Sugar Industry 

484 *Prof N G Ranga Will the Honourable the Commeice Member be 
pit iced to state what steps Government propose to take to afford adequate pro¬ 
tection to the Indian Sugai Industry m view of the fact that the existing 
jirotei tion is due to expire m March, 1946? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M Azizul Huque Government propose to continue 
foi a fuitbci pericd ot one ycai Iroin 81st March 194(5, the existing level of 
protection to the Indian Sugar Industry, pending a detailed investigation by 
a Tntitf Board undei rnoie normal conditions 

Facilities for Agriculture in the Central Provinces and Break 

485 *Seth (Jovind Das (a) Will the Agriculture Secretary please state if 
Go\eminent aie conscious of the fact that agriculture in the Central Province* 
and Berar and specially m th< northern districts of the Province is badly 
suffering foi want of labourers as btdt factories have absorbed most of the 
labourers of the villages who do not like to work in fields? If so, what step* 
do Goreminent propose to take m this direction to see that agriculture does 
not suffer for lack of hbourers’ 

(b) Is it a fact that puces of bullocks have gone very high in these day* 
and rultivatois do not get bullocks for cultivation? If so, what arrangement*, 
if am do Government propose to make for supplying bullocks to agriculturist*, 
on reasonable prices? 

(c) Arc Government prepared to give necessary facilities for importing 
cattle specially cows and bullocks from one Province to another? 
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(d) In view of the growing scarcity of bullocks and labourers m the Tillages 
of India, what arrangements, if any, do Government propose to make for the 
import of agricultural machinery '> What facilities can be given to agriculturists 
for purchasing these machines? » 

Sir Pheroie Kharegat (a) Government are aware of the fact that com- 
plamts to this effect were made to the Government of the Central Provinces 
and Berar who investigated them and came to the conclusion that though 
there was a shortage of labour, it could not be attributed wholly oi even 
largelj to the buh industiv I’n I ittei had not iffectod agricultural operations 
appreciably Accordingly the Provincial Government decided that no action 
was necessary 

(b) The price of bullocks lias usen but in most aieas such rise is in pro¬ 
portion to the general rise m the prices of agricultural commodities Gene¬ 
rally speaking, cultivation has not been held up because of lack of bullocks, 
but loans arc being given by several Provincial Governments where required 
for the purchase of bullocks It is not considered feasible to control bullock 
prices The general measures being taken for the improvement of cattle will 
it is hopSd make more bullocks available 

(o) Bans on the export of cattle trom then territories have been imposed 
by several Provincial and State Governments The Central Government have 
under consideration a proposal to call a conference of provincial representa¬ 
tives to discuss thi question of the continuance or otherwise of these bans 

(d) Oidiis Inu i)n ul> In cn mn td tor (hi import oi tractors m accord¬ 
ance with the requirements ot Provincial Governments An ofbcei has been 
sent to the U S A to try and expedite the supply of these tractors Tractors 
and other agricultural machinery available in Tndia as surplus are also being 
taken over for distribution to Provincial Governments or failing them to ofcherB 
who need them Import licences are freely granted to firms or individuals who 
desire to import agricultural machinery and tractors 

Export Fagimtiks to mbbt Foddbr-Faminh in South India 
488. *Seth Oovind Das (a) Is the Agriculture Secretary aware of the fact 
that this year there is a fodder-famine in South India specially Kamatak f> If 
so, what arrangements do Government propose to make to meet it? 

(b) Do Government propose to send fodder from the Central Provinces to 
these scarcity affected places, if so, what facilities can be given to individuals to 
encourage them to export fodder from that Province? 

(e) What facilities have Government given or propose to give to the public for 
growing more fodder? 

(d) Do Government propose to throw open some reserve forests Tor free- 
grasrng all over India as has been recently done by the Bombay Government? 

(e) Do Government propose to give any grant to the public for converting 
small useless forests into good pastures? If not, why not, and do Government 
propose to reconsider the matter, in view of the shortage of fodder m the country 
every year? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat' (a) Yes The Government of Madras have instruct¬ 
ed the Forest Department to make as much hav and silage as possible for 
supply to famine stricken aieas and have decided that the Bellary fodder 
division which was constituted for collection and supply of hav to the Military 
Farms Department should he expanded and two-thirds of the quota proposed 
for it shou’d be diverted to meet civilian demands 

(b) An enquiry has been mnde from the Madras and Bombay Governments 
as to whether and how much fodder is needed from outside and from the 
Government of the Central TVivmces and the Eastern States Agency as to 
how far they can arrange to supply such fodder 

(cl All the facilities provided m connection with the “Grow More Food” 
campaign are available 'or the growing of more food and fodder 
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(d) Tht, desirability of taking action on these lines has been commended to 
Provincial Governments ioi their consideration 

(e) Anj concrete pioposal received ,ioi this puipose thiough the Provincial 
Go\ eminent concerned will be cousideteel on its met its 

Instructions ro Provinoiai Governments fob Prevention ot 
SlAUtHlRR OF UnlMiN ANIMALS 

487. *Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava (a) Will the Aguculluie becietary 
kindly state it it is a tact that the Government of India issued mstiuctious to 
tlie Provincial Governments that slaughtei of ceitam clashes of animals includ 
mg milch and piegnant tows and buffaloes be prohibited’ 

Mi) Is it a fact that several Piovincial Governments have not so tar prohibit¬ 
ed such slaughter > It so which Piovincial Governments have not complied 
with these instructions? 

(c) Do (iomiimnit propose 1 to lennnd the d< f ruiting Piovincial Governments 
to cany out the instruction-, of the Government of India m this legard 9 

Su Pheroze Kharegat (a) The Government ol liidn have not issued 
mstiuc tions to Piovmcitl Goveinmc fits They did hovuui, suggest to them 
th it tla v might inipnsi lcstnc lions on i itt'c -Ivughti 1 foi civil ourposes 
similai to those imposed In the Cent) il Government on slutghtci foi army 
requm nients 

(bl Two Provinces- th. Punj ih mil tin Ninth West Fiontui Pmvinee— 
have not imposed un sueh ustnctions 

(i ) \s t he si (ioveiiuiii nts do not considci it necessaiy oi desnable to 
impose such nstiicturns no useful puipose will he solved In issuing Ltminders 
Snow Progress of Education in Assam 
488 *Sreejut Rohini Kumar Choudhun (i) Is the I vim. ition Secretary 
awaii tbit progiesss of cduc it ion m ^ssam has been guatly retarded dining the 
last three years owing to the fact that an adequate quantity of kerosene oil for 
reading after nightfill was not given to the students and that the educational 
buildings and hostels att iched thereto wore in occupation of the Army Depart 
ment 1 

(b) Is il t fact that for the above reasons students from \ssam had heivily 
suffered in the results of the University examinations held in that Province? 

(c) In view of tlie fac* that University and School examinations will be iaeld 
shortly, do Government propose to take necessarv steps with the Departments 
concerned in order to give greater facilities for studies now’ 

(d) Are Government aware that notwithstanding then best efforts, the 
Government of Assam had failed so far either to get an miieased quota of 
keiosene oil or to get educitional buildings released 9 

Dr John Sargent (a) The Government of India ne aware that the pro¬ 
gress of education in Asgsm as i lsewhere has been slowed up owing to the 
vwu The causes mentioned by the Honourible Metnbii may have contribut¬ 
ed to this but cannot be regarded as the sole determining factors 

(hi ind (c) The Government of India have no mfounation in legard to 
this m itter, but I shall be glad to bung it to the rttontinn of the Provm 
cial Government which is responsible for education in its area 

(Yl) Mo The present supplies of kerosene oil arc uniform throughout India 
and the internal distribution of kerosene oil is the ipsponsibilitv of the Pro¬ 
vincial Government 

\s regards the lelease of educational buildings the matter has presumably 
been taken up by the Government of Assam with the Military Authorities 
direct Education Department have not so far received any request from the 
Provincial Government for any assistance in this connection They have 
taken up the general question of the earlv release of educational buildings 
with authorities concerned who have agreed to a high priority 
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Experiments or Fruit Specialists under Imperial Council of 
Agricultural Research 

489 Tundit Thakur Das Bhargava (a) Will the Agriculture Secretaiy be 
pleased to state the names of fruits on which experiments have been conducted 
during the last four years by fruit specialists under the auspices of the Imperial 
Council of Agncultural Research? 

(b) Have these experiments succeeded in making fruit squasheb? If so, of 
what fruits'? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat (u) A statement is laid on the tabic showing for 
each Piovince the names of tin flints and the natuie of the woik earned out 
m connection with them 

(b) Yes, m respect of apples, falxa, grapes, jamans, lemons, limes, maltas, 
mangoes, passion fruit, peaches, plums and sanginras 


Name of Sohome 

Prints on which work 
has been oarried 
out 

N’i turn of work 

1 Fruit Researoh, Madras 

Orange, acid lane 

Mango 

Rootstock trials, progenoy tests, 
variety collections, seeding oitrus 
^olfactions noicl lime pruning 

Orchard performance m rela 
tion to propogationa! methods, 
age of rootstocks as a factor in 
orchard economy, poly embryonic 
rootstocks’ trial, double working 
trials, preliminary work on 
hybridization of mangoes and 
^variety collections 

2 Fruit Research, Bengal 

guavas, grapes, loquats, 
figs, jack fruits 

Varietal trial, propagation experi¬ 
ments, budding, marching, mar- 
cottmg and raising seed lings by 
different methods 


Aitchi 

Varietal trial and different 
methods of marcottmg 


Citrus 

Varietal trial, collection of veri¬ 
ties, wcthcrin ’, budding and graft- 
| mg and liming experiment 


, On..,* 

I Varietal tual, pruning and bend¬ 
ing to induce higher yield 


! P “ P “ y, ‘ 

1 Variotal trial, planting at 

1 different times and transplanting 
experiment 


l Pineapple 

1 

| Verietal trial, hybridisation and 

1 experiments to find out best 
propagation material 


| Banana 

Varietal trial, detailed study of 
suoqessful varieties, preliminary 
study with a view to hybndisa- 

3 Hill Fruit Researoh 

Apple 

Developmental, horticultural, soil 
chemistry, myoologioal and en¬ 
tomological 

4 Citrus Rootstock and 
Grapevine, Punjab 

Malta looal, Malta blood, 
Sangtara looal and Marsh 
grapefruit 

Rootstock investigations and 

grapevines hybridisation. 
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Name of Soheme 

Fruits on which work 
has been carried 
e out 

6 Manunal Triala on Citrus, 
Punjab. 

Malta, Sangtara, and 
grape fruit 

b. Speoial Research on Fruit 
and Vegetable Preserve 
lion, Punjab 

Plums, peaches, npri 
oats and pears 

7. Fruit and. Vegetable Pre¬ 
servation, Punjab 

Malta, lemon, sour lime, 
sangtra, JaXta, jaman, 
apple, grape, passion 
fruit, mango, plum and 
tomato 

, Pear, mango, grape, 
peas and green gram 

Plum, pear, guava and 
citrus fruits 

Tamato, mango, waste 
apple and dates 

^ Malta, lemon and galgal 


Orange and btrt 

8 Fruit Research. Bihar 

Mango 

9, Citrus Fruit Scheme, C P. 

Papaya 

Citrus 

10. Horticulture Research, 

N -W F.P 

Peach, plum, pear, 
apnoot and grape 


11 Citrus Fruit, A 


Nature of work 


I Physical and chemical analysis of 
soil, studying the effect of variouB 
fertilisers on citrus, the record of 
random or individual trees, 
record of cultural practices, 
morphological study and physico 
ehemioal analysis 
Determination of canning quail 
tics, suitability of black steel 
plate containers for preserved 
fruit products, hydrogen Bwells, 
preparation of fruit juioo con " 
centrates, analysis of fruit and 
vegetable products prepared 
undor Agmar' scheme ana 
advisory work 

Standards on of the methods of 
preparation and prcsservation or 

' various fruit and vegetable prod 

ucts like juices, squashes, 
cordials and concentr'd! ( 

Preparation of eunmnl and bottled 
products 

I Prepaiation of jams, jellies and 
I marmalades 

Preparation of chutneys, ketchup 
and vinegar 

Preparation of utrio acid, alkali 
citrates, essential oils and peotm 

| Preparation of candy 

I 

! Relation of flowering to cropping, 

effect of flowering on manuring 

and ringir variety breeding, stoot 
action relationship and dwarfing 
1 stock, propagation, nutrition, 
potoulture, manuing, rejuvena 
{?„„ renovation of orchard. 


irvey of existing orobard root 
took, citrus collection, manuring, 
mgational uivestigations.prunmg 
nd trammg investigations, root 
ironing and inter cropping with 
egetobles , 

itroduotion and selection ol 
■anoties, irrigation requirements, 
if speach trees, nutritive require 
oenta of peach and standardise 
ion of the pruning system for 


! Collection and classification, 
p lan ting of seedling progenies, 
j budding, indigenous stook trial 
! experiment, co-operative stook 
trial experiment, manunal ex- 
j pertment with Hhasi orange trees 
I and performance records _ 
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Name of Scheme 

Fruits on which work 
hag been carried 
out 

Nature of work 

1 

i 

12 Citrus fruit research. 

j 

Root-stock trial for santra orange 
trial of exotic citrus varieties, 
manunal and irrigational trials 

1 i Fruit res , Hyderabad 

| Custard apple 

Classification of varieties, Prelum 
nary observation. Test for different 
varieties, propagation methods, 
trials for evolving a seedless 
variety, utilisation of the surplus 
produoe, cultural operations and 
study of the different kinds of 
Annonas 


Grapes 

! 

Classification of looal varieties, 
comparison of different varieties, 
pruning, trellismg and oontrol of 
insect pests and diseases 

14 h nut research, Mysore 

Apple 

1 

Stock trial, varietal, trial, combined 
iranunal and irrigation expert 
ment, pollination experiment, 
root study, thinning expriments 
am keeping quality 


Pineapple 

1 

Combined manunal and varietal 
trial, introduction and multi¬ 
plication of new varieties prepa 
ratory to statistical trial 


Figs 

Verietal trial. 


Peach 

f 

Study of the varieties Haharonpnr, 
Indore and Bangalore and mtra 
duction of Quetta and Peshawar 
% aneties 


| Papaya 

Seedlings from seleoted varieties 
have been raised for planting and 
papain extraction 


Guavas 

Observations on the yield, colour, 
size i f Safeda, Seedless, Benares, 
Allahabad and Bangalore 


Litchi 

Varietal trial of Early and Late 
Bedara and Rose Scented 


Avocado 

Observation on fie mafui ly an 
yield of Trap, Pollock, Dutton 
and Lyon 

5 Orange 

! 


Marketing survey, investigations 
into packing of oranges, orgams 
ing a co operative marketing I 
sooiety, marketing arrangements 
for disposal of fruits, grading 
under the Agmark, and mvestiga 
tion into oold storage processes 

6 Orange res , Coorg 

Orange 

Observation on diseases and pests, 
cultural and manunal treatment, 
inter cropping, shade and prun¬ 
ing and nursery yield record mg 
of promising trees 

7 Citrus grading, Madras 

Orange 

Grading of oranges 
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Name of Scheme Fruits on whioh work | Nature of work 

has been carried 


18 Canning and fruit preserv I Apricots, plums, prea Canning experiments 
mg, Quetta I ohee, grapeb, melons, ' 

apples, peas, tomatoes, ] 
cherries, fruit salad 
| dates, punentoes 

! Peach Pieparation of squash 

Mulberry, plum, apricot. Preparation of syiup 
pomegranate, grape 
and date 


19 Citrus Die back, Bombay 

20 Citrus Die back, OP I J 

1 

21 Mango Necrosis, Lucknow Mango 

University 


Preparation of juice 
Preparation of jams and jellies 
peas, Drying 


Fermentation studies 

I Preparation of ketohup, sauce, 
soup, puree and juice 

I To survey and classify oitrus ' Die 
1 back ’ found in Peninsula, India, 
I CP, and Orissa, to estim ate the 
damage due to each of these 
1 diseases, and to make observa- 
1 tiona on the conditions under 
i which these diseases ocour 

Surv-ew, injuotion experiments to 
produce necrosis artificially, his 
topathology and chemioal stu 


Pomegranate, grape 
Melon, grape, apple 

Plums, grapes, 

| tomatoes 

Grapes and railsins 
| Tomatoes 

11 Citrus 


22 San Jose Scale and Woolly ! Apple, cherry and plum 
aphis, Kashmir 1 


23 Cytogenetics of mango Mango 
and banana, Calcutta | 
University 


Ecological, life history, control 
measures, varietal susceptibility 
and fumigation 

Cytological observations, pollen 
analysis and morphologioal and 
oytologioa] observations 
Cytological examination oftrepre 
sentative species, pollen analysis 
and the viability of pollen grainB 
of different varieties to be com- 


Analysis of Constituents of Press advertised Medicines 

490. "Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava Will the Health Sceretaiy kindly 
slate if there was or is at present an arrangement with or under the Govern¬ 
ment of India to analyse the constituents of press advertised medicines prepared 
according to different indigenous systems of treatment in India? If not, do 
Government propose, in the public interest, to make such arrangements? 

Mr. SHY Oulsnam' The answer to the first part is m the negative 
As regards the second part it is understood that there are no scientific 
standards for such medicines and analysis would therefore serve no purpose 
Number of Hospitals in Centrally Administered Areas 

491. "Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava. Will the Health Secretary please state 
the number of Government and Government aided hospitals in the Centrally 
Administered Areas having library arrangements for their indoor patients? 
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Mr S H Y. Oulsnam’ The two Government hospitals m Ooorg have 
small libraries for indoor patients There are no libraries in the Government 
and Government aided hospitals in Delhi and A]mer Merwara Information 
tegardmg Baluchistan has been called foi and will be laid on the table of the 
house when received 

Number of Schools in Centrally Administered Areas 

492 * Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava. Will the Health Secretary be pleased 
to state the number of Government Government aided and Municipal Schools 
where students were examined for health in the Centrally Administered Areas 
during the veai 1945 by qualified medical men as well as the number of Buch 
schools where such examination did not take place? 

Dr John Sargent With vour permission, Sir, I will answer this question 

The information is being collected and will be laid on the table of the 
House in due course 

Private Candidates for M A Examination of Delhi University 

493 *Pundlt Thakur Das Bhargava (a) Will the Education Secretary be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that only teachers lawyers and librarians are 
authorised to go up as private candidates for the M A examination of the Delhi 
University? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is m the affirmative, will Government kindly state the 
reasons why others are debarred from doing so? 

Dr. John Sargent- (a) The only persons permitted to appear as private 
candidates at the M A Examination of Delhi University are teachers who 
fulfil certain conditions and women who are prevented by Social Custom or 
domestic circumstances from becoming members of one of the Colleges of the 
University 

(b) Delhi University ib a teaching University and not merely an examining 
body Therefore a course of study at the University is a condition precedent 
for all candidates for University examinations Exception is made only m the 
case of teachers in order to enable them to improve their academic qualifica¬ 
tions since they have generally remained in close touch with the subject of 
their study before they tak£ the examination, and, in the case of women who, 
for the reasons mentioned in my reply to part (a) of the question are unable 
to become regular students at a College The latter, are, however, required 
to become members of the Non-Collegiate Women’s Delegacy established by 
the University for the purpose 

• Publication of Reports on certain Products in Vernacular 

494. *Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Will the Agriculture Secretary 
kindly state if the various reports on food, milk, hides and other matters publish¬ 
ed by his Department are published m English only, or they are also published 
m different vernaculars for the benefit of the public of the various Provinces? 

(b) If the answer is that they are published m the English language only, 
do Government propose to consider the advisability of publishing the same in the 
vernaculars? 

Sir Fheroze Kharegat: (a) Marketing survey reports (to which presumably 
the question refers) are published only in English But abridged editions of 
some of these reports have been published in the vernacular viz those on 
wheat and eggs have been pubhshd in Urdu and Hindi and those on linseed 
in Urdu, Hindi, Bengali and Marathi Provincial Governments have also been 
requested to consider the advisability of translating these abridged reports 
into the local languages 

(b) A small staff for translating reports mto Urdu and Hmdi has now been 
appointed, the work of publishing reports in other languages will be left to 
Provincial Governments 
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* Utilisation of Temporary Building in New Delhi 

496. *Sri M. Aa&nthasayanam Ayyangar Will the Honourable the Labour 
Member please state 

(a) if all the temporary buildings, bpilt for the War Department and other 
requirements including the returned American buildings on Queensway and othei 
places are going to be utilized solely for office accommodation, 

(b) if he will consider the desirability of using at least some of these buildings 
for housing the Government of India personnel, single persons or others, after 
making slight modifications m those buildings for residential pmposos, and thus 
relieving the present housing shortage in Delhi, and 

(c) whether, if Government is not prepared to undergo the necessary expense, 

he will let these buildings out on contract with the stipulation that they should 

be let out to the Government servants in the first instance? 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar • (a) No 

(b) Yes—if and when any temporary buildings constructed for office pur¬ 
poses are no longei required as offices—and the sites on which they are 
constructed ire not required for other purposes 

(cl This will be consideied, but it is likely that Government will require 

the buildings for their own staff and in such case be likely to keep them under 

- Government control 

Refusal of Permission to Mrs Tilak to enter India 

496 *Seth Govmd Das (a) Will the Secretary foi Commonwealth Relations 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that one, Mrs Tilak, who is now m Rangoon, 
has been refused permission by the Government of India to enter India? If so, 
why? 

(b) Do Goveimnc nt now piopose to re consider their decision in this matter, m 
view of the fact that her husband, Mr Tilak, has been recently released? 

Mr R N Banerjee (a) No The Honourable Member’s attention is invit¬ 
ed to the reply given h\ me to short notice question bv Sri R V Reddiar, 
on the 14th February 1946 

(b) Does not arise 

India’s Claim fob Canada’s Exportable Surplus Wheat 

497 *Seth Govmd Das Will the Food Secretary be pleased to state 

(a) whether the Government ot India are aware of the news by the A P of 
America, dated the 7th Felnuary, 1946, fioni Ottawa, that Canada is likely to 
have a large exportable surplus of wheat, 

(b) whether Government arc also aware of the statement that the surplus 
would be more than the minimum requirements of the United Kingdom, 

(c) whether the Government of India are also aware that India’s claims are 

more urgent than those ot the United Kingdom, and 11 

(d) if the answers to (a) to (c) are m the affirmative, what steps the Govern¬ 
ment of India piopose to take m regard to establishing our claims and getting 
the maximum benefit out of the surplus wheat available from Canada? ° 

Mr B R Sen: (a) and (b) Yes 

(c) The statement that Canada’s wheat suiplus would be more than the 
minimum requirements ot the United Kingdom merely denotes the extent of 
the surplus and does not imply that the United Kingdom’s requirements will 
be the first charge on that surplus 

(d) The Government of India are taking all possible steps to impress India’s 
need for the import of foodgrains on the London Food Council and the Com¬ 
bined Food Board, Washington 

Steps taken to procure Wheat Supply from Australia 

498. ‘Seth Govtnd Das* (a) Is the Food Secretary aware of the despatch 
of an urgent telegram from the British Prime Minister, Clement Attlee, to the 
Australian Premier, appealing for increased export of foodstuffs from Australia to 
England? 
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(bj Whether the Government of India have taken auj slops to appioach 
Australia for wheat supply? 

(c) If they have not already done s«t, what steps the} piopose to lake to 
obtam wheat fiom Australia? 

Mr. B. R Sen. (a) Yes 

(b) and (c) As all food suiplusts are to be offeied to and allocated by 
the Combined Food Boaid, Washington, the Government of India have placed 
then demands on ilie Board tlnough tin London bood Council The Indian 
High Commissioner is in contact with the Australian Government to expedite 
despatches 

Government’s Policv re Mica Trade 

499 *Babu Ram Narayan Singh Will the Honourable the Laboui Membei 
please state 

(a) the policy and object of Government in regulating the Mica business and 
trade, * 

(b) the piobable date by which the report of tile Mica Enquiry Committee is 
to be printed and published, and 

(c) the length of time to be taken by Government in considering the desir- 
ibility of altogether removing or at least modifying the ban on the sale of Crude 
md Buna Mu a under the Mica Control Order 1 

The Honourable Dt B R. Ambedkar (a) The Government of India wish 
to improve the working tonditions in the industry and to organise it on sound 
commercial lines so that Indian mica gets a fair price in the market 

(b) The report is undei print and will be published is soon as printed 
copies are available 

(c) It is not possible to hx any date by whieh Government will take 
decisions on the recommendations of the Mica Enquiry Committee Every 
endeavour will he made to do it as quickly as possible 

Unemployment due to Mica Control Order 

500 *Babu Ram Narayan Singh* (a) Will the Honourable the Labour 
Member please state whether Government are aware that several lakhs of people 
in the Ilazanbagh District hive been thrown out of employment as a result of 
the introduction of the Mica Control Order? 

(b) Are Government aware that sevei.il lakhs of people of the Hazanbagh 
District have Mica business as their only means of livelihood? If so, do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to regulate the Mica business and the Mica Trade so as to 
safeguard their interests? 

The Honourable Dr B R Ambedkar (a) The Government of India have 
no information that the introduction of the Mica Control Order has resumed 
the unemployment of several lakhs of people in the Hazanbagh District 

(b) Government are aware that a large number of people are engaged in 
the Mica business and m any scheme of improvement of the industry Gov¬ 
ernment hope that their interests will not be ignored 

Appointment of Economic Adviser 

501 ‘Prof N G Ranga* Will the Honourable the Oommeice Member be 
pleased to state 

(a) for what period the Economic Adviser was appointed, 

(b) when it is likely to come to an end, 

(o) whether any steps are being taken to secure the services of an Indian 
eoonomist to take his place when he goes to England, or whether Government 
are contemplating the extension of (ho term of the present Economic Adviser, 
and 

(d) whether Government are aware of the censure motion passed bv the 

Assembly when he waR appointed? • 
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The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque: (a) The present Economic 
Adviser was originally appointed with effect from the 13th January 1938 for 
a period of 5 years, which has since been extended by 4 years 

(b) On the 12th January, 1947 ' 

(c) The question of the appointment of i suceessoi to the picsent Economic 
Adviser has not yet been taken up 

(d) Yes, Sir 


INDIAN OILSEEDS COMMITTEE DILL 

1’llFSENTATION OF TUL REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMIT IKE 
Sir Pheroze Kharegat (Secretary Agriculture Department) Sir, I piesent 
the Report of the Select Committee on the Dill to provide for the creation 
of a fund to be expended bv a Committee speeiallv constituted for the 
improvement and development of the cultivation and marketing of oilseeds 
and of the production, mmufacture and marketing of oilseeds predicts 


THE RAILWAY BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS— contd 

Second Stage —contd 
Demand No 1—Rvilway Board — iontd 
Financial position and policy of llailuays 
Mr. President. We now proceed with the cut motions L’iof Range 
(The Honourable Member was not m his seat) 

Pandit Thakurdas Bhargivva 

(The Honouiable Membei was not m his seat but at this stage Prof N G 
Ranga came into the Chambei ) 

Mr. President. Pi of Ranga 

Prof N. G. Ranga (Guntur cutn Nellore Non Muhammadan Rural) Sir, 1 
move 

That the demand under the head Railway board be leduced by Ks 100 
Mr Ahmed E. H. Jailer (Bombay Southern Division Muhammadan 
Rural) May I ask, Sir, whether this principle will also apply when 
asking questions > Supposing an Honourable Member is absent when his name 
is called and appiouches you later that he should be allowed to put his 
questions ? 

Mr. President 1 I have understood the Honourable Member’s point The 
principle will not apply I am applying it here because the parties have 
arranged by mutual agreement that out of so many cut motions, only parti¬ 
cular cut motions should bv. placed beforo the House, and ab on thiB question 
there has been agreement between parties and the parties wish that these 
motions should be moved, I have called on the Honourable Member The 
principle not apply even to other motions 

Prof. N. G Ranga. Sir, my Honourable fneud Sir Edward Benthall has 
posed a very important question the other day He perhaps thought that it 
would prove extremely inconvenient to those of us who have been champion¬ 
ing the cause of the third class passengers on the one side and of labour on 
the other He seems to be under the impression that we do not want to 
raise or allow the Government to raise the general freights and rates because 
we will not be able to raise the general scale of wages and salaries and 
allowances that are being paid to labour employed on railways To that mv 
honourable friend Mr Guruswami has alieady given his answer He has indeed 
challenged the Railway Board to hand over the administration of the railways 
to railwaymen in order to prove that it will be possible for them to run the 
railway administration m such a manner that, without raising these freights 
and rates it will be possible for them to assure the workers a better standard 
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of living and higher scales of wages and dearnebs allowances If the Govern¬ 
ment doubts the feasibility of thib challenge, then it is for them to accept it 
and then try and see There is already a precedent there in Mexico I think 
there was a precedent in Austialia also But I would like to add just one 
amendment to that There is an experiment being made in Soviet Russia in 
regard to the control of mdustnes They have what is known as triangular 
control of industries—a tripartite control—that is, between the managers or 
the railway administration, the woikers themselves or their trade unions, and 
lastly the Government or the community as a whole All these three come into 
partnership in the administration of railways and in various btate enterprises in 
Soviet Russia Allow such an experiment on those lines here If the Govern 
ment are not pit pared to hand over the railways to the workers alone employ¬ 
ed therein—let them hand it over to this kind of tripartite management that 
I have suggested Let us make this expemnent for throe or hve years By 
making this experiment the Government will not be running am greater risk 
than they had run owing to their own mismanagement ind vauous other defects 
in the railway administration during the economic depression when the railways 
had to go through a very bad time indeed 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Railways and War Trans 
poit) The Honourable Membei is giving the considered view of his partv’ 

Prof N G Rang a So fai as I can understand it, I think that is the view— 
tripaitite management of tin railway workers the technical staff md the 
management, and the community as a whole 

Diwan Chaman Lall (West Pun] ib Non Muhammadan) Certainly 

Prof N G Ranga Then I come to the other point How can you sav' 
money on the lailways'' biveral suggestions were made by the Wedgwood 
Committee I un not in agreement with mqpt of those suggestions, but with 
some of them 1 agree, bo far cs the possibilities lor economising expenditure 
on railways aie concerned for instance, they buggest one thing This Gov¬ 
ernment had wasted too much money on too lavish i scab on th ur capital 
expenditure in the past on railways and m future they would have to bo extreme¬ 
ly careful about it 

Secondly I suggest what my Honourable friend Mr Ananthasayanam 
Ayvangai has already hmted.it when he said that there should be Tndianisa- 
tion of the railway machinery I suggest that in India itself Government should 
try to manufacture all the tools, wagons and locomotives and all the rest of 

the machinery that wo want, m order to make India independent of the rest 

of the world in regard to its railway industries and also to economise our total 
expenditure thereon 

Tturdly, the scales of the highei balanes that have been paid to various 
officers on lailways are too high in this country For a very long time we 

have been asking for a reduction m their salaries ind m their too sumptno is 

allowances also This must be looked mto If you examine in this and 
various other directions it must be possible for the Railways to find lot of funds 

Coming to the other problem of the sinking fund, depreciation fund and 
amortization and so on, 1 do admit that the time has come when the whole 
question should be looked mto veiy carefully by a competent authority aided by 
non-official public opinion in this country Theie was at one time an arbitrary 
figure fixed upon—one-Bixtieth—had to be contributed to the depreciation fund 
There were very many experts who would not agree Yet we had to carry on 
with that proportion for the time being I think it is time that it should also 
be examined Recently the Government has been spending more and more for 
certain aspects of capital expenditure also from out of their current revenues 
Generally speaking I am not Opposed to that procedure but this may militate 
against the demands of the passengers and the traffic also for better facilities and 
also the demands of the workers for better dearness allowances and wages and 
salaries This also has got to be examined very carefully Moreover if you go 
on domg this, adding to your capital-at-charge, the total amount of interest that 
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[Prof N G liangaj 
you have got to set apait will be mcreasmg and even your contriDutiou u> 
amortization in future may go on increasing to an enormous degree which may 
not be quite economical 

There is also the additional point us to how much is to be contributed to 
general revenues, whethei anything is to be contributed or nothing at all 1 
am not willing, 1101 is my party, to accept the proposition that these State 
industries ought not to make any contribution to the general revenues We are 
anxioub that tlio boual sectors of our mdustnes should go on increasing and 
m tutuie it will he difficult for the State to find ways and means to finance 
them Theiefoie we are m favoui of a certain amount of contribution to be 
given by these vunous State industries that have to be established in this country 
or that aie here already and the .Railways today are the biggest State industry 
in this country The country has already invested in it more than 900 crores 
It is but natuial for the country as a whole to expect an adequate, reasonable 
and minimum contribution from the Railways but these contributions ought not 
to encroach upon thi immediate conveniences that have to be provided for the 
passengers and the useis of the railways and more especially the working 
classes who are employed on the Railways It is here we reach a point wherein 
there is scope for diffeicnee of opinion—whether this one per cent of the 
capital at charge that has been decided upon m the past is to be the minimum 
or the maximum contribution that the Railways ought to make to the general 
revenues There are some like me who would 'ike to make it the minimum 
contribution to be made but there arc some others who would like to see it 
made the maximum contribution to general revenues This is a very important 
question and a very general question on which I will not want this Govern¬ 
ment to come to any decision I would like them to wait till a National Gov¬ 
ernment comes and takes charge of the whole situation, studies the whole 
question of the provision of amenities foi the users of the Railways on the one 
side and the workers on the other before it comes to any definite decision in 
regard to this matter but for the time being we are anxious that this one per 
cent contribution should be continued and must be continued and no steps 
should be taken by this Government by wav of an mquirv committee, or anv 
other means, to trv to reopen this particular question itself Tt is open to 
them to ask any committee to investigate whether it should be increased hut 
not whether it should be decreased 

I come now to the question of freight rates and fares I am not at all in 
favour of increasing them, and why? The Wedgwood Committee also says so 
Our people are very poor My Honourable friend Sardar Sampuran Singh was 
stating this point in his own way Our people are too poor, the users of* the 
railways as well as the general public also Today we are able to provide 
better amenities and better allowances and better salaries for' our railwav 
workers than what is possible for our agncultuial masses and even some other 
classes of industrial workers We do not grudge this We do not mind even 
increasing the facilities for these railway workers hut at the same time we do 
not want them to go on claiming a greater share of our total national wealth 
than what can possibly be justified by their contribution to the society as a 
whole Yes, let them become more and more efficient and let them claim more 
and more but today we are not satisfied with the efficiency placed by them at 
the disposal of the country At the same time this should not form an isolated 
group divorced from tho general standard of living that obtains in other sectors 
of our society m such n manner that there will be too much of a rush for this 
particular sector and there wdl be too much of competition between these 
workers and other workers and that way there will he a terrible lot of trouble 
hei eafter 

By this, I am not going to _ justify the present attitude of the Railway 
Administration in their maintaining these absurd new scales of pav Nor do I 
want the Government to feel encouraged in their present policv of pitching the 
railnnv workers as against other workers and saving that because the railwav 
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woikeis lieie uie getting a little more than others they are not going to make 
any more contribution There is an important consideration in this regard and 
Uiat is this If ltadway workers go* a little moie than others that may be, 
as my friend Mr Anthony put it, a sort of spearhead for all other workers to 
try to i use their own standard of life in their own respective industries and 
tins may force vauous other industries to laise then own level ot efficiency in 
the mdltei ot administration .and management and thus make it possible for 
laiger and largei classes ot our workers to gam highei levels ot wages ami 
gieatei standards of living So, my caution is that wages and salaries on the 
railways ought not to be a'lowed to encioaik upon the contribution that the 
rulwavs have to make to the general revenues 01 the amenities that they have 
to make avail tide to the general public 1 ought not to be undeistood to mean 
that we ne opposed to the present demands ot the railwayman in regard to 
retiem limeul and m regard to the abolition of thebe differont scales of pay that 
pievml tod is on tlie lailsvays and othei difficulties also If theie is any doubt 
on this then there is the solution offered by my Honourab'o friend Mr Gadgil 
tint tht* whole question m lcgard to laboui be placed before a (ompetent tri¬ 
bunal fm ad]ud cation We arc prepared as a party to accept its verdict The 
Honounhlc Member hnR told us that we are going to constitute a new Govern¬ 
ment within two months Even then we are prepared to accept the decision 
of such a tribunal Let the Government be willing to accept this challenge 
and place the workers’ case before this tribunal With these remarks I move 
mv motion 

Mr President Cut motion moved 

I h it tin (Uniiml iimhi the In id Railw iy Roaid’ be reduced b% Rs 100 ’ 

Mr A C Turner (Government of India Nominated Official) Sir, I will 
endeavour to touch on a few of the fresh points which have been raised by my 
Honourable friend Professor Range The first point I would mention is his 
anxiety about our capital expenditure I am very glad, indeed, to see that he 
realises the importance of this because we on this side of the House fullv 
share that anxiety This will be evidenced by the action which we have taken 
to safeguard our capital at charge m regard to the purchases which have had to 
be made during the war at verv high prices We evolved a special procedure 
which was fully explained to this House last year, and that has safeguarded 
both our capital at charge and also it has safeguarded our "Depreciation Reserve 
Fund, as, I think, Prof Ranga would admit He then touched upon the qu< s- 
tion of self sufficiency m India for the railways Well, Sir, that is Govern-* 
ment’s policy and it is being implemented as rapidly as circumstances will 
permit Another point mentioned was that certain salaries in the railways are 
*too high Well, that may be, although I am personally very doubtful about it 
But I would point out. that the total pav bill of those who draw Rs 1,000 a 
month and over on the railways works out to, T think, approximately 2 per 
cent of the total wage bill, so that if you make all the cuts that you possibly 
can m these rates, I am afraid von ire not, going to solve the problem to any 
great extent 

As regards the contribution to the Depreciation Reserve Fund, it has been 
fixed at l/60th That figure is not quite so arbitrary is Prof Ranga seems to 
think Originally, the amount of depreciation was based oti the lives of assets 
and was calculated separately for the various classes of assets Aftei that 
had been going on for some time, it was decided to simplify the prcceduie and 
I '60fh was the approximate fraction which the total amount so calculated 
averaged out to m the previous years came to in regard to the capital at charge 
It was, therefore, on this basis that l/60th was adopted T may say that this 
m itter is being investigated again and the fiist step we have taken ,s to investi¬ 
gate the data which are available on the various railways m order to ascertain 
whether the lives which we had previously adopted still hold good for the 
present equipment and present conditions Some o f this data has been received 
from railways and more data is coming in from other railways This matter is 
under examination in the Board’s office and will be fully ‘considered djjnng 
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tlxe course o± the next year It ib hoped that we will be able to give this 
House a fuller idea as to the conclusions of Government befoie the time of the 
presentation of the next Budget ? 

As regards the question of the 1 per cent contribution, that is, as the House 
is aware, a feature of the convention which is at present under suspension 
At present each yiar the amount ot the contribution to general revenues is 
decided ad hoc, and tor this year the House has-seen that the 1 per cent does 
figure m the calculations The question as to whether the figuie for the contn 
bution should be 1 per cent or 2 pei cent and as to whethei, if the piofits 
exceed a ceitain figure, the Central revenues should share m the excess aie 
matteis which will, of course, have to be considered by the Committee which 
will consider the levision of the Convention In tint connection, the Leader 
of the House, when replying to Mi Neogy’s cut motion last Finlay, accepted 
on behalf of Government the principle that a Committee oi Committees would 
be inevitable Those Committees will be constituted in due course and tin 
question at issue is really the timing of the setting up of such a Committee oi 
Committees I may assure the House that the Railway Board are 'seized of 
all these matteis and have already started on the spade work which will have 
to be completed before any Committee can start effective work In view of 
th s, l trust, the Honourable Mover will not wash to press h s cut motion 

Shn D P Karmarkar (Bombay Southern Division Non Muhammadan 
ltural) Sir, I rise to support this cut motion My Honomable friend, while 
presenting the Budget, told us that this will be his hst Budget In view of 
that fict any detailed discussion of ficts and figures might peilnps have vuy 
little interest foi him personally Tt is \erv likely that though lit mav . eise 
to be a Member for Hallways in this Government, in view of Ins minimt qu ill 
fictitious thi succeeding Government may also like to have him m their service 

Shn Sn Prakasa (Benares and Gorikhpur Divis ons Non Muhammadan 
Rural) Don’t quit India 1 

Shn D. P Karmarkar There will be a lew men belonging to other nations 
who may not have to quit India and I am hoping that the Leader of the House 
may be one of them, because one thing that I have noted about him is that m 
his nature there is loyalty to Government Hence, when he serves tin Gos 
ernment that is to be, I am sure he will be loyal to that Government also 

Now, Sir, instead of diving into the facts and figures of all such things to 
which the other speakeis have referred and to which they have done full 
justice, I will broadly review the present budget proposals The first thing 
that he has said about the working of the railways last year is that owing to 
the exigencies of the war, all the available resources w ere put at the disposal 
of the army and others responsible for producing war-like equipment Now, if 
there has been one factor which has distuibed us and which is absolutely 
against the popular interest so fai is the present railway system 
and the railway administration is concerned, it is this that the railways have 
all along been made a handmaid to the military purposes In fact, that was 
the ongmal aspect oi the railways when they were founded and it was made 
clear by one of Lord Dalhousie's very pertinent points which he made it that 
time He said 

“It cannot bp necessary for me to insist upon the importance oi a speedy and wide intro 
duction of railway communication thioughout the length and breadth of India A single 
glance cast upon the map iecalhng to mind the vast extent of the Empire we hold, the 
vaiious (lasses and inteiests it includes i the wide distances which separate the several points 
at i Inch hostile itta(ks miv nt any time be expected the perpetual risk of such hostility 
lppcuing in quarters wheie it is leist expected the expendituie of time of money and of 
life that are involved in even the ordinary loutine of military movements would convince 
the urg.my of speedy communications’’ 

Even now, up to the present time, the lelevancy of the railways so fai as 
the present Government is concerned, lies more m its speed to take troops to 
other places where they want to quell popular movements rather than m cater¬ 
ing to the popular needs in the shape of bringing more food stuffs and so on 
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la view ol that taut, the whole system of lailway finance has been vitiated bv, 
this predominant consideration which goes against the toot oi the populai 
weal In view of that fact, we aie not surprised to find him yet lingering and 
halting so far as the comforts of third #lass passengers are concerned Jt is 
just like promising to a mail who is dying ot hunger now that he will be given 
a hearty meal tomorrow, so that he may lingei on loi anothu dry simply with 
a hope to taste the food that is promised birpnar is his piouust loi the thud 
class passengers He has promised that next year or the yeai theiealtei— 
exact time not specified—third class passengers will have some room to sleep 
and this vague promise might be a suihcient compensation in his view lor those 
of us who have been spending sleepless nights lor days and days on the ml 
ways Jiut that is a very poor consolation indeed What J am complaining 
about is not the problem ot convenience or inconvenience, but the whole pei 
spective, I am charging that the whole perspective is wrong The pomt ot 
fact is this, that railway seivices ought pnmanly and piopeily he soci il 
service The first question tfiat any railway adunni'-tiation should isk ltsed 
it it is going to be adjudged a financial success is this how much satisfaction 
have 1 give« to my customer? fiven now, the ltailway Member says that tho 
higher classes of travellers have given more than they gave last yeir We do 
often speak of third class passengers as lowti class passengeis, m as the 
masses The railway administration thinks that third chss passengeis and the 
masses are equivalent terms It is thought that highei cl iss passengers alone 
count for the railway administration M«ay 1 ask ioi whom aie these rulways 
primarily meant? Are they meant only for people who tiavel in highei 
classes? These gentlemen who draw fat salaries talk of higher classes Che 
big merchants who travel in higher classes are making money at the expense 
of the poorer classes Is it for these classes of people th it the 1 ailways are 
primarily meant or are they meant for the so called lower c hisses of people, 
the masses of people I submit the interest ot the masses must In the piedo 
mmant claim on the railways If there is any meaning iu classifying rulways 
as State railways, they must be primarily meant foi the large majority of 
people in the State When speaking of third class passengeis, let unot forget 
one who has most identified himself with third class passengers, namely, the 
eminent Mahatma Gandhi Whenever we talk of third class passengeis, let 
us not simply talk in a patronising way about people who cannot ifford to pay 
more, but let us talk about*the third class passengers in the same spirit as we 
talk of the nation What is the comfort, what is the comiinence and what is 
the happiness that our Honouiable friend’s mlway system confers on the 
poor third class passengeis9 Nothing People standing on footboards of 
compartments, people, as many as 30, 40 or even 80 finding iccornmodation 
m a compartment meant for 20 People crowding togetln i All the existing 
woes of third class passengers were there before a Committee which sat on the 
question of railways more than 25 years ago The grievances which we find 
toda\ were all there in those days also Overcrowding to the extent of double, 
and sometimes treble the number of carrying capacity, maccessability, msam 
tary, dirty condition of thud class carnages, inadequate waiting halls for thud 
class passengers, inadequate food arrangements on the platform, inconvenient 
booking facilities—all these gnevances have been existing from a long time 
past, and today there is an additional discomfort, namely that latrines are too 
small on some radways An Honourable Member has observed that some of 
the Honourable Members of this House will find it a great job to get into my 
one of these latrines and come back without getting suffocated This is an 
additional grievance which has come recently into existence, after this 
committee was appointed The question of financial solvency or otherwise of 
any commercial concern can only be judged by the satisfaction it gives to its 
customers who are paying for it 

The next point I wish to touch upon is this We dabble in these huge 
figures, we say railway reserves have doubled during the year, that we have 
paid our debts, that we have paid more to the general revenues, that the 
financial condition of i ailways generalh is much better than it was before the 
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war commenced and so on I submit a statement like that is a bit iallacious 
When we consider this fananoial question we seem to fail to take notice of cue 
thing, namely the value ol human capitul That is much moie important than 
all the financial resouices of any country It we could only invent a mathe¬ 
matical machine which could calculate in teims oi rupees, annas and pies the 
loss involved foi a nation m its discomlort and inconvenience, m the positive 
nuisance suffered by the nation dunng the list five years, 1 am sure tins 
mathematical equivalent lesult would fai outweigh the so called advantages we 
have got m tlu luilway budget In our piesent railway administration, there 
is a complete absence ot this human point of view, and now that it is D aiil 
that thib railway adiiiinisliation with its assets is to be handed over to the 
tuture Government to come, what are we really m for? We ate going to got 
some rotten engines, old wagons, worn out lines and so on According to their 
own admission, we aic going to bequeath a good wnl which is not worth any¬ 
thing at all m positive turns, it at ill it is equivalent to a rimuiiy, wealth It 
is minus, 101) pel cent or even 200 per cent or something like that This sort 
of good will is ibsolutcly no good 

Another pattern of good will which the udway adnumstiation is bequea¬ 
thing to the tuluie government may be seen in the proposals of road-ra'l co- 
oi di nation r and the scant courtesy which the Honourable Membei for Railways 
has shown to the interest of tlu people It would be interesting to trace the 
origin of this road rail co ordination proposal This was brought before us as a 
question necessary for carrying on \anous services, that is from the point of 
vnw of the nation That is a point of view which certainly apDeals to us 
lfut how did it originate' The whole pioposai originated at a, time when 
lailvvays were running m competition with buses, when railways were making 
i loss of two uoies a yeai and latei on the loss increased to 4£ crores a year 
'Lhen the railways came m and wanted to have a commanding interest first, 
thtn a dominating interest afterwards, which my Honourable friend defined 
as something between 5 to 40 per cent With regard to the proposal itself, 
many of us were diffident to work it out m view of the fact that the Government 
it the Centre as well as m thr Provinces were governments which were not 
ri -ponsible to (he people That speaks very little ot the credit of good will which 
tin ri lways possess in tht ives of ihe nation or the country at large It under 
tlu urcumstances, owing to jugglery of figures a few figures are piled up, or 
there is a bit mere ise in leseives it s because the railway administration has 
starved the people of their comforts and conveniences which it was their legi¬ 
timate duly to attend to Under the circumstances, I cannot congratulate 
the Railway Membei for his achievement dunng the war penod 1 am jast 
now forgetting for the moment what huge sums have been spent on utilising 
the lailway resources foi a war which was not ours Apart fiom that fact, 
the point [ was labouring was this thut Ihe railways have to work primarily 
m the interest of the people and the State as a whole Wherever we have that 
point of view clearly m our mind, all other things follow as a logical corollary 
There would be no workers strikes the workers of railways being part of the 
nation will be looked aftei well and if in the interest of the State the railway 
workers are required to make a sacrifice m their wages by wage cut and so on, 
they will readily agree to it, in common with other servants of the State In 
an emergency, the workers m England agreed to a proposal for reduction in 
their salaries Sim larlv, in India also T am sure that the railway workers 
would willingly share the sufferings if such a sacrifice is m the interest of the 
nation, if such proposals emanate from people who are responsible to the 
people having at heart the good of the people it large From that point of 

view the present railway budget like many of its predecessors presents to us a 
spectacle of a financial condition which though ostensibly very well looking, 
is at its bottom a very cankerous one which is not suitable to he handed over 
to any future national government that is going to come Tn fact, Sir, many 
of us on this side of the House are diffident about the future national govern¬ 
ment Whenever we on this side ventilate the srrievsnces of third 
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passengers, when we refer to the suffocation experienced b\ people m railway 
carnages, or whenever we diaw attention of the Government to the shooting 
of innocent people in Bombay, the Honourable Membeis on the Treasury 
Benches always come out with their pet slogan, ‘national government is coming 
at an early date’ In any case, come it «iust Though not this year then the 
year after, or in the immediate future, quit also they must But, Sir, when 
they quit, I would appeal to them, though it is not thts veat, thej should trv 
to reform themselves in a manner which has not beer, there during the last 
six years and they should present to us a cleaner slate than they are present 
mg to us now, and give us not a railway surplus, but happiness md eonUot 
ment among the people and let it for once be told by the people in India that 
for once during the years of their administration, the 1 ail ways have given us a 
service which is satisfactory to the people on the whole That is all I have 
to submit 

Sri 11 Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded 1) stnets and Chittoor 
Non-M,uhammadan Rural) Sn, I would not have mteivened in this debate 
but for the fact that I have beeu a member of the Standing 1 mance Committee 
for some time, and I feel that I should say a few’ words suih regard to the 
financial aspect fhe Honourable Member for Transpoit ashed my Honour¬ 
able friend Prof Ranga, as regard the management of this vsset, whether it 
is the considered opinion of the party that it must be man igid by the woiheis, 
by the people at large and the Government, all together lhit isbue does not 
arise at all under this cut As regards management so is to lonlnbute to the 
efficiency of the administration, my Honourable fnend suggested thit the 
workers should not be taken as ordinary chattel not having any interest in the 
administration nor even the people who travel as passengcis, but surely ill 
these interests must be considered In the future adnuristiation, if it is 
handed over to the people of this country there will be councils and the Gov¬ 
ernment will be there to safeguard the mteiests of all the people concerned 
I therefore proceed to the financial aspect of this 

Again and again we have been hearing that the sole intent of this Goietn 
ment is to run it as a commercial concern But they have not been doing n, 
they have only been showing lip sympathy to the commercial aspect of it It 
leally it had been run as a commercial concern, would they try to have a mono¬ 
poly even with respect to rates and stifle the buses that ply on the roads, instead 
■of running the trains remuneiatively, making the service more profitable for 
passengers and more attractive for them by reducing rates and fares and not 
compete with the buses that ply on the roads 9 They are trying to have a mono 
poly m that branch also That is damaging to the administration No other 
index is necessary to show that the administration is not running properly or 
on a commercial basis at all 

Now let us see the enrmngs There is still a debt of 800 ciores Has any 
attempt been made to discharge this debt at the rate of at least 5 crores a 
year? Where is the amortisation fund 9 If it is a commercial concern should 
we not reduce the working expenses? The working expenses take away the 
entire money, and then the third-class passenger comes as a mendicant Is 
he not the man who keeps the administration going? Is he not entitled to 
say, “lam not going to enter your coach unless you provide all the conveniences 
for me”? Is it a commercial concern? Is it open to a bus-owner to say, 
"Well, I have a monopoly, you come and beg of me for a seat, but you must 
pay the rates and fares that I demand”? No concern would work like that 
Is it open to a trader to say, “I will sell you a cap for which you must give 
me four rupees, but it will be a very dirty cap” 9 Is it a commercial concern? 
It is not a question of amenities You are unnecessarily charging high fares 
and rates in order to-feed a top-heavy administration and you are starving the 
poor classes, the hands and feet that are actually running the administration 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Sir, may I put the Honourable 
Member a question? If he thinks 2 per cent is top-heavy for the administra¬ 
tion, What figure does he think is fair? 
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Prof N G Ranga Theie are industries whose percentage is much lower 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar One fourth is the h gliei administra¬ 
tion, and if one-touith gets 2 per cent , to the exclusion of 99iny Honour¬ 
able fraud can work out the percentage himself Bub then it sets a very bad 
example If the top man gets Its 5,000 will it be converted into wheat or nee 
oi whatevei he may eat and all the test that he is able to purchase ’ When it 
comes to the salary of underdogs, you calculate it and it comes to 58 cioies 
and you say it is an ippalhng figuie and the admmislntion cannot be run I 
would say that this ought not to be the case There should not be a difference 
of more than ten tunes between the lowest and highest salaries It is not a 
good financial proposition f do not say of course that I am going to be poor 
or the railway adrmnisti it on is going to be pool muely because the men at 
the top ait getting hvc oi six thousand uipccs But it is wiong in principle 
They do not work mole than 5, 6 oi 10 hours a day just like the others Why 
should lie set a highei value on his work than is pub upon the work of the 
other people there, who arc toiling night and day, who have a laigoi family to 
linintam? Therefore even from the commercial point of view the' admimstia- 
tmn is not being run propeily The debt is there, there is no amortisation 
fund, the working expenses have not been reduced 

Then let me eomo to the inteiest charges In the Imperial Bank of India 
there are crores and crores of demand liabilities on which there is nob a pie 
paid by way of interest Money is cheap m the market on account of mfla- 
t on and people are prepared to surrender even one thousand and ten thousand 
rupee notes, lest they should be caught when giving their names What steps 
have been taken to reduce the interest charges? My Honourable friend will 
at once say that it is the business of the Government of India as a whole 
But you must reduce the interest charges, so far as it is a commercial concern, 
and try to raise other loans at favourable rates of interest 

Then let me come to depieciation My Honourable friend has got a tough 
and ready method,—one-sixtieth Bub may I know what the present value 
of the assets is? Are they old? Are they new? How long will they serve in 
a commercial concern 9 Should not a man know what the piesent worth of 
his property is They have not got any idea They say that a committee is 
going to be appointed, but if it is a commercial concern they have done nothing 
about it 

Lastly, my Honouinble friend when desired to increase the salaries of the 
lower paid staff, said that for that purpose he must increase the rates, and 
even by increasing the rates he cannot pay them well Bub I submit that 
unless they are paid properly the administration cannot work I proceed on 
this principle I am not anxious that this asset should contribute to the general 
revenues at the cost of the underdog who works If he is starved and the 
general revenues are going to take money, I say wo will get it out of the 
sweat of the poor man who works there In the first place, if it is a commer¬ 
cial concern, do not draw upon the general revenues for maintaining it Then, 
if this concern is self-sufficient I will be more than satisfied Self-sufficiency 
depends on a good asset, i e , a proportionate or recurring decrease of the debt 
upon it, reduction of the working charges, proper payment to the lower grades 
of workmen, a contented labour force, and good amenities for the travelling 
public If after satisfying all this there is not a pie left to the central oi 
general revenues I would not shed a single tear I say that even a commer¬ 
cial concern ought to be self-supporting m the first instance and it ought not 
to be at the cost of other amenities and should not detract from the efficacy 
or the value of it as an asset I would say that I believe there is an agree¬ 
ment m this side of the House and the general public The Honourable 
member need not stretch bis hands, I am prepared to take charge of this 
administration because I am sure I will work it properly Therefore he need 
not feel helpless that we cannot manage properly, it will go on even if he 
quits What I submit is that these other people have to be paid properly, 
and let there be not a pie left so far as the general revenues are concerned 
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lb tint not a public utility concern What is the object of taking over the- 
management of this asset from the companies to the State The companies 
certainly managed them as commercial concerns, then one single purpose was 
to earn tevenue and large profits W#have taken them over If after nation¬ 
alising this asset we still pursue the methods of those directors of companies 
in England, we only substitute ourselves as other directors If this is all our 
nationalisation I would not be sorry it these are once again, handed ovei to 
some other companies like Birla’s or Tata’s, and instead of a white company 
have a dark one If our object is to get money for the general levenues let 
us hand it ovei to a pnvate concern and get money But the very object of 
nationalising this asset and taking the management over from the companies 
to the State is to run it as a utility service This is one of the most important 
public utility services in this country, and the utility aspect'must be empha¬ 
sised in preference to the profit aspect In the hands of my Honourable friend 
and his Board it is neither a commercial concern nor i utility concern, it serves 
neither God nor the devil Therefore I ask him to qun is soon as possible 
I am uot talking politics, but I have tried to address myself nurely to the 
financial 'aspect It is neither a commercial concern nor \ public utility 
concern 

So far as rates and fares are concerned, T am uot m favour of increasing 
them at all The rates are too prohibitive 

Finally, Sir, I ha\e to say a word about coal My point >s that the collieries 
have not been managed properly There is \ lot of corruption there Every 
colliery subordinate has made tons of money, for each ton of coal there is a 
ton of gold going into his pocket There is corruption there from the top most 
man to the lowest man As my time is up, I will take another opportunity to 
stress this point more vehemently and in greater detail 

That is all, Sir, so far as I have to make my submissions on this cut motion 
Lt -Ool Dr J C Ohatterjee (Nominated Non Official) Sir, I did not get 
an opportunity of saying a few words when the general discussion was going on 
on the Railway Budget, and since you have kindly given me an opportunity of 
speaking on this motion of Prof Ranga 1 will make a tew submissions now 
As regards the financial policy of Railways is concerned, 1 feel that so far as 
this Government is concerned, and so far as the Railway Department is con 
cerned, they all suffer frofti one great fallacy and that is, Sn, the fallaoy of over- 
administration They have built up luxurious offices—whether it is the Impenal 
Secretariat or a district headquarters—and officers are paid on such high rates 
and they travel m such large saloons, that they are entirely divorced from those 
w ho do the actual work, m their departments To my mind the worst condemns 
yon of the piesent Government is that they aie in that sense an entirely 
capitalist Government, that then: interests are identical with those of capitalist, 
and aristocrats, but not with those of workers who do the real work Sir, there 
has been a great deal of unrest in the Railways and there have been talks of 
strikes and so on What is at the bottom it all this? I feel it is this financial 
policy or rather the administrative pohey which the Railways and the Railway 
Boird m this country have adopted 

1 want to draw your attention to the vast difference between the living 
conditions—the wages, environments, and everything else—between railway 
officials and woikers I will not particularly confine myself to the Railwav 
Board—they sit in the Olympic heights of Simla or among the flesh pots of 
Delhi—but I will speak also of the officer class on the Railways In the first 
place, I am convinced that nobody can say that I speak without moderation 
or that I am in any way an extremist, but, Sir, as a frequent traveller over the 
Railways and as one who has had something to do with the Railways, I feel 
that the difference between the conditions of life between officers and subordi¬ 
nates is very great and in fact appalling an unjustifiable 

In the first place the railways are over-staffed with officers I would like the 
Honourable Member to examine that- position It is not a new thing that I am- 
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saying, but it has been urged again and again on the Railway Member that there 
is a surplus of officers both at headquarters among the Directors, Joint Directors 
a,ui Deputy Director!,, and among dibtnot otliceib on the Railways J think 
anybody who knows anything about tie l*ulwa\b will agiee with me, and that 
ib the general mipies6iou among the olhcers themselves that they are lar too 
many ot the ofhcer clash 1'hon, till, take the salaries these people get and the 
Amenities they are provided The^ get salaiies which are several tunes the 
s dunes oi those who work under them, ol subordinates, upper-subordinates, 
and people in more humble occupations Then think ot the difteience m housing 
(V dibtuct railway oiticei s bungalow in .in tun small and out ot the way plae^ 
is more a semi palace than anything else In addition to his large salary, he 
lias now become the new pool—whether his salary is one thousand or fifteen 
hundred, he has to be given a dearness allowance In addition to his fine 
bungalow, he has a whole gang of workmen who aie made to work it for nothing 
J Uo inn know whole Uie> aic diawn from—I don t know whether they are 
portus oi linemen, or who they aie—but whenever you go to any of the>e 
railway olheer s bungalow, you will find that he will haVe about ten men feeding 
his lawn, and other people doing various other gobs—taking out his children 
for airings, and so on I do not envy them, let them have these amenities, 
and engoy their life, but there should De some limit to all this 

Take the question of the way they travel about 1 am fully sensible of the 
need that tnese lailwuy olhcers should be given some facilities during their 
tours—they should be afforded protection against heat and cold, and they may 
travel even in saloons when they are doing long journeys,—but I will ask my 
Honourable friend if he has seen white saloons in America and England I have 
travelled a lot, I have not seen a white saloon put on to the Railway train 
for toe use of a lailway offitei He will probably say that the distances in 
England are shoit, but aie distances in America or on the Continent also short? 
No Bir, I have seen on more than one occasion the Honourable Sir 
Edward Uenthall himself discarding the use of a saloon and going in a small 
coupe—I compliment him on that, but I hope that his good example will be 
followed by much lesser fry in his own department The othci day when J 
was coming hom Indore to Delhi, we found that one first-class and second-olass 
carnage had been removed and theie was uo ladies compartment because some 
potty official insisted on having a white saloon attached to it while he was on I t 
doing a day’s journey, and piobably Ins journey was not going to extend foi 
more than a few hours That is the kind of thing which makes the public very 
critical of the superior and pnvileged manner in which the railway officers are 
allowed to go about And I think, Sir, that such things are at the root of all 
the trouble between people who are dissatisfied—the upper subordinates, lower 
subordinates and the people who even clean the platforms and so forth Tb 
difference between their salaries and those of the officers are several-fold, and 
that, Sir, is never right and that cannot be right today, m the present world, 
when even Capitalist England is going ultra socialist 

The one thing that I ask my Honourable friend in the first place is to 
stop the use of these white saloons for all officers on his railways Why is it 
that these saloons should be necessary If it ig necessary, do give him a whole 
compartment, but why should it be necessaiv to take off a whole bogey so that 
a petty officer should travel in a large saloon There is no justification' 

Secondly I say that the salaries of officers should be levelled down and the 
salaries of staff should be scaled up, so that the enormous difference in Irvins 
conditions should disappear, and so that the officer class may be able to realize 
and sympathise with the way in which these poor workers live If you make 
them a privileged class if you give them high salaries, if you give them palatial 
houses, ,f you give them other amenities, which place them above all want 
they cannot sympathize with people like rail way men, who live in miserable 
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quarters, who generally raise very large famines, and who have none ot these 
umeiLiiieb, and meretore leel extremely bitter 

l would aiso nave to say sometDing t® my ilououiable luend 1 Mr Ayyangar, 
though he is not heie today it is Benthall b railway, tomonow it will be 
Ayyangar s runway and he will have to face the same pioblems 1 do not quite 
agree with him that the Railway should become a concern in which there bhould 
be no profit whatsoever, and that it should be a bort ot chant tble organibation 
I am one of tiobe people who always believe that whatevei railway has been 
taken over by the state, it has deteriorated It has deteriorated in comfort to 
the (jussuigus, and it has deteriorated in evciy other sense liowevci it is no 
use championing a lost cause, this certainly is completely a lost cause Railways 
have Doeii nation mzed and tney will continue to be so All the same 
cannot understand the theory that since tue railways have been nationalised 
the laxpijci should get no reliu-n on Jus capital 1 A very large 
00N iinouut ol our cipital and out money is sunk in these railways Far 

he it from rue to say that the railways, because they aic monopoly lailways — 
since I ha\’e to go trom one place to anotlit i J must u ivel by any one line— 
(.hat they siou'd take advantage of that monopoly ind chugc very high fare-5 
or that they should continue to icfuse amenities to their lowei paid staff Bub 
l do feel that it would be wrong if we m ikt the i ulwav> m Tiidia a cbantablc 
orgamsition It will mean that when Mi Av'angai tikes over thp lailways he 
will hnd that he is placing himself and h’5 department md also the national 
finances ncai ruination 

A great deal has been said about the comfort of passengers m the lower 
classes My friend, Sn Prakasa, drew my attention to it and I am more than 
sensible of what happens every dav The Rite of fh'rd class travel is disgrace 
ful It is no use leiterating the story Tht vers fact that people are al’owed 
to ge t into the third class compartments ov forced to get into them up to the 
double oi treble of their seating capacity is some thing which 's dis.iaceful 
That his to be remedied Think of third ini'- ti ucl in rnglmct, no one but 
Lords trave 1 first class and even they now cannot ifford it in most cases No 
one else thinks of travelling first class Evu\b<dv tiave's third class and there 
third class travel is paradise compaied to third cl iss travel here But the fact 
is that the person who travels third class m England pavs verv nearly the same 
fair as the person who travels first class in this conntrv l am all for improve 
ment of third class travel I feel that there should bo only two classes and 
not sc many distinctions Theie should he an upper class md a lower class 
but the lower class should be really comfortable But T cannot agree with 
mv friend, Mr Ayyangar, that we should keep to the same rates and fires and 
thtfn go on adding amenities By all means give fins, by all means give then 
oven sleepm accommodation at night which they ought to have and other 
amenities but to say that they should never pay a penny more is indefensible 
It would mean rum to the finances of this country if we press that there should 
be no increase m the fares of third class travel but that amenities should he 
added 

T should l’ke you to think of another point You, Sir, have travelled a 
great deal and so have other Honourable Members You must have seen that 
in spite of this war having stormed and miUarv traffic having fal’en still everv 
tram is overcrowed ThiB shows that there must be money m the country 
making >t possible for pponle today to travel 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: On a point of order Is not my 

honourable friend speaking on the next cut motion but one’ 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee: I am speaking on the financial policy of the 
railways 1 am trving to show that rulwav finances ought to be so mmaged 
as to leave a certain amount of return to the taxpayer 

Bhrl Sri Prakasa: You are talking of the finanoes of the traveller 1 
Hr. President: Order, order 
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Lt.-Ool. Dt J. 0. Ghatterjee . It is one and the same thing My point ib 
that binoe there is such heavy ti illic and particu illy in India wheie peopi-’ 
will lijubb only tiavel loi Inur In. iltfi, toi p uni a oi p\< .laons but mainly 
for weddings, business or fares, theie is room for some increase in rates and 
fares n we me prepared to give the passengeis more amenities 

To wind up, I would plead foi two things thistly there should be a 
levelling down the amenities, salaries and perquisites of officei-. on the railways 
They are a class privileged beyond all othci classes m this country In fa't, bn, 
1 think they are the most privileged in this country so far as Government officials 
are i oucorned bei mse in addition to all this, not only do tuey trave themselves 
m great luxury but they aie given endless passes for their families and when 
they do not get passes who can pi event them and their friends irom travelling 
without tickets Every one who travels knows very welt that a 11 lway official 
can turn a first chss into a second or a second into a fiist or even let his friends 
go without payment Then there must be a scaling up of the amenities and 
the payment of children’s allowances or whitever else is necessary for the 
welfare of the lower and the subordmite staff so that the difference between 
the two classes should not be so marked While railways ought not to make 
.in abnormal profit on the running of our railways and on the capital that is 
sunk in our national railways, there ought to be a certain return possib'e at 
this time and when the 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member’s time limit is over 
Lt -Col. Dr J 0. Ghatterjee I am also getting over 
Mr. President* He must get it over 

Lt.-Ool Dr. J C. Ghatterjee. There should be an equitable return of two, 
three or even foui per cent from our national railwavs so tint the finances ol 
this countiv may not become hopeless 

Mr Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Onssa Muhain 
madan) T hnd it difficult to discuss the entire financial position ind policy of 
the i ulwavs m the short time that I hive at my disposal and probably nobody 
could do justice to a subject so vast in fifteen minutes that is allotted to each 
membei 1 will only confine mvself to such matters which are of vital inter st 
to the Muslim nation whom I haie the honour to represent in this House A 
lot has been said of the nationalization of these lailwavs In practice all what 
nationalization means is that the Europeans in the higher superior posts are 
being replaced by Anglo-Indians and Hindus, and as such nationalization so far 
has been made to means either Anglo-Indialization or Hmdulization I woufd 
refer you to the report of the Railway Board as published in 1944-45, Yol I, 
which savs that m 1934 the total number of the European officers was 1 074 
which In 1945 has been shown as 586, an appreciable reduction Again the num 
her of the Anglo Tnd'ans which in 1934 was only 114 has gone up to 191 and 
the number of the Hindus which m 1934 was only shown to be 415 has gone up 
to 692 The Muslims who m 1934 numbered 82 have gone up only to 178 You 
will notice Sir, that m the same page showing the statement of percentages 
the Muslim nercentage which in 1934 was 4 67 and in 1944 it was 10 5 has gone 
down to 9 98 m 1945 Muslims have gained about 5 per cent between 1984 
to 1944—an interval of ten years This is a point which has to be very care¬ 
fully considered The Anglo Indians whose population m this country would 
not he even one per cent have been able to ho’d in the railways a position which 
according to the report is nearly about ten per cent of the superior services 
So what T want to impress is that this Is the process of nationalization, which is 
revealed in their reports 

On the financial side the report does not show figures of wages payment 
community-wise and so I am not in a position to say what exact amount of 
monov goes to the share of the Muslim e*~ m 0 vees, of the Hindu employees 



I at RAILW\Y BUDOtr-LIST OF DEMANDS 1401 

Anglo Indian and other employees Our own organisation, the All-India Muslim 
Employees L 'ague (’aleutta have been able to mve me some idea though 
I must say I am unable to vouchsafi or guarantee its correctness The Secretary 
of tint r_ r ui s ition has shown th 1 ' out of the tot 1 of 56 croies that is spent 
on the est ibhs iment the Muslim nhaie is not more than 5 nores I am not 
going to d sruss here the method which Ttadwav Mus’im Employees League has 
(.nipioved to arrive nt this figure, which nnv be lieht ni may not be correct 
because we have not been given any separate statistics to prepare same and 
T would i<dc (ho Honourable Me mbei (o look into this matter and see what 
imm.iit of money is paid to the Muslim employees out of the total of 56 i roies 
This is a verv pertinent issue By n itionahsation we mean equal partnership 
of all the n itionnls living in this land md unless this is done nationahsatio i 
is a misnomer 

I now come to the points raised by Mi Ayvangir uguiJmg mteicst charges 

■ u-pii 11 uio.i ami othci tli c ' i no nut su) pc st. Llioiv it n «eiy cuiiecv lor 

me to find out whether 1/60 pait ot the depreciation as charged today is correct 
oi uoi, Ouc-auJl under tl c coiuliti ms m vv 1 i h the lanway roUm, stxk has been 
ioi (he Iasi si\ yeais, iJiobibly depiccia'mu sfi ulcl h we bun i.u more and 
piobab'y die condition m which tiny lia\c btui left would deseive hig ipi 
depreciation to be drawn than the scheduled depreciation oi l/60th which 
It s been piovidcd m liu ii n v m Bud 0 et 'lint agim is i qut sl.on on which 
t \pert opinion would k . <.«.-> ai , t id l would ash tin H mouribe M mbtr in 
ctiaiee to g«-t i*\pcrt opinion on ihc subject, whether the rate of depreciation 
allowed under present conditions is correct or not 

Hi (tii t e h is i used i good ni iny issues icgirdmg the aristoc latic ways 

m which the sdm mstration is mined on in (be lailwwys One thing I must 

»o that the niunais tic labour and the subordunte staff, are certainly getting 
fat lower pay tli m they should get according to the present conditions There 
is no doubt that lehef has been given to them m the form ol gi unshop arr mgo 
ments and dearness allowance but I do not think that they compare very well 
with the conditions that pro n. i the m liter of prices of all commodities at 
pi cm nt I need not stress on tlu tophe ivy id ministration, a subject which mv 
filends of the Congress Party have dealt with I would only confine myself 
to the lemirh ( i it 1 ibim the me mil an 1 the suboidin ite staff do deseive i 
little more consideration than what has been shown to them so far We are 
giving them ic ic f to the L\tmt of ne uly 12 eiores per year which is a loss lo 
the lailvvny excheuun by supply of cheaper gmn and other commodities to their 
employe is This lehef is in the form of cheap giain shops ind other amenities 
To thii eonnec him 1 would submit that rhe qualif' of the grain, which is 
suppled mostly md piocmed through contractors, is most unsatisfactory and 
is some tmrs d mgeious to human consumption T refeired the other dav 
during question hour to the supply of mustard oil which was made in Dinapore 
Dillon md vv lrh resu’ted m tli A ath ncoidiig to the Honourable Membei 
of 11 cmnlovees and according to nn of over 60 persons What is necessary 
is tins (hat (his lehef although it may be a burden on the ex^ he pier is not 
going to give the employees that kind of satisfaction and relief that it was 
aimed for This is a serious matter which Government should take into con¬ 
sideration when they are framing their financial policy 

Then, again, I deplore the attitude of the railways of giving contracts so 
to sav to the highest bidder, which is something rather mischievous I do not 
think that contracts for vending or selling certain articles oji the railway stations 
should be made a subject of gambling, that is that it should necessarily go to 
the highest bidder, because naturally the prices on sale of those commodities 
will r< flee t the charge that the contractors have paid What I mean is that 
all foe llities should be given to good class of professional men who have rendered 
good service and the object should be to see that they give better service m the 
supply of every class of commodity on the platforms and at railway stations 
It should not matter to the railways whether the railways earn a few lakhs more 
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or nut on %ueh licensing 'ihey should realise that although railways receive 
only a lew lakl s mine, they allow the contiactors to squeeze the railw i, 
passengers by double or trible of that amount It was in this connection that 
the Standing Finance Committee lias suggested that we should try to see that 
every thing is dout, dopaitmentalH, paitiiuluK the catering side, which his 
been in the most d> oloiable condition ha i long time 1 won d suggest to the 
Honourable Mein lx i to naki i specnl i liqtnii mi these lines aid see wh.i* 
arrangiments can 1» in ule to run those i lit iivl, t stablishinents on departmt iit il 
lines Another tins; T would suggest foi (hr i ouiemeuce of the passengi s 
is this It may be rather difficult at the moment to start departmental arrange¬ 
ments it every diMsi m fm titering Then foie we shout! lllow only such few 
contractors to exist who would guarantee good service and who shouhl be 
prosscutul for bil ipply Tluio wi> i lot sst 1 ihmit certun conlrnctois of 
apiated w iter on N \V Tty m this House and it w is mentioned that thi 
water used in aerated waters m many cases was found to contain cholera and 
other bicterial germs on N \V Railway If that is the pos'tiop why cannot 
the railways teiinmate their arrangements and why tunnot they have even 
thing done depat ttm utallv, so that the passengers mav not have to complam 
every now and then m this House This is a very import int issue A sprei il 
enqn.ry committee should be set up consisting of experts with which thre 
representatives of this House I mean of the Standing Finance Committee mi ht 
also be associated to look into the whole question It will then be possibh 
for Government to say that thev have done every thins possible m the interrst 
of the country and also for safeguarding their own financial Interests ns T believ 
their departmental arrangements will be paying concerns 

With the<-e few words T resume may si at 


The Honourable sir Edward Benthall. Sir, I am very glad indeed that, my 
Honour ib e fr end l’rof Rangi armel in the nick of time to deal with his cut 
i ot ion, hoc nisi, if T mi, siy so respectfully he made a very thoughtful contn 
itioo to whit is a difficult problem But, Sir, as the debate went on, I seeme 1 
to notice a certain discrepancy of view between the Honourable the Mover and 
ft other member of his party and 1 am not qmt^ clear what the view of the 
paitv is But mv honourable friend Mr Nauman, I tlunk, rea'lv hit the na,l 
on the head when he said that it would not be possible to de il with these problems 
in so short a time, and that was really one of the points in my budget speech 
that all these matters are linked—matters of the convention, of wages of coil, 
the deprecation fund and all the rest of them—they ire all matters which 
do need the most careful consideration by committees of this House , M\ 
honourable friend m moving the motion made it very e’ear that he has full 
application of the link between these various problems, he made it clear that 
he desired mom amenities for the public and more amenities and pay for the 
staS he made it clear that the amenities should not come out of capital but 
should bo a charge on revenue, and my honourable friend behind him Mr 
Knrmarkar stressed the importance of service to the public in Tndia a point 
with which I entirely agree and which was in fact the mam theme of the first 
budget speech T made on this floor I entirely agree with him a’so that the 
human element is a vital factor in any big undertaking and particularly so in 
the ease of the vast undertaking of the railways It is of importance not onlv 
in dealing with the staff but In dealing with the public, and T can assure him 
lf „ ™ me n ° ; ,Ien8ure whatsoever either to have to refuse to give the 
staff all the nnv asked for or on the other hand to see the sort of traffic condi¬ 
tions which we have before ns thrust upon us bv the circumstances of the war 
One must have sympathy ,n dealing with these problems, but at the same W 
hard financial facts and, during war time the 

4lla __ -tW materials and labour and construction capacitv for effecting 

the improvements that we would like to see To refer to my honourable friend 


diffie- 
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the Mover, he said that in addition to amenities he would like to see also a 
contribution made by the railways to the general finances In that he differed 
apparently in certain circumstances from my Honourable friend, 
Mr AyyRngar • 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. No, no On a point of explanation 
Sn iheic is no difference onl\ 1 have said after sutisf\ing all thebe, pay to th 
geneial revenues 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall That is just one of the questions 
which we have to consider on the convention committee whch T ml cited it 
length should be set up Under the o’d convention the 1 nlwivs were bound 
to make a contribution of 1 per cent to general 1 event.i>, whether they earned 
it or not, and it is because they did not earn it for a number of years and then 
earned a great deal more th it m 1943 on (he advi'i of ‘he Comention Com 
mittee we upset that arrangement and I suggest t mt f >r tl e future the contri 
bution should be made not as it weie as a deb ntu», J> i e, a prior charge 
before a surplus is earned, but that the l per cent shouhl come out of the 
surplus when it is earned These questions ate nuitteis of gionl importance 
which as my friend Mr Nauman said cmnot he settled on the floor of the 
House thev must be the subjects for committees in the future 

Then my honourable fnend the Mover stressed the desirability of increasing 
the wiges of the st iff ind their amenities In principle, in human sympathy, I 
entirely agree with hun, but you cannot consider that question apart from all 
the other questions, including the contnbution Another point which mv 
honourable friend Mr Avvangai made was that there should be m addition 5 
i rores set aside for amortisation of capital I do not want to go into that m 
detail, because again that is a matter for further consideration Amortisat’on 
has been recommended in the past, but on the other hand von must remember 
the fact that our capital assets have in fact vei\ ereatlv appreciated with the 
"onernl rise of prices So that they probab'y represent more than they stand 
m the books at the present day 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. When they go down, what wiil happen? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall’ So you have got to find a time when 
\ou think the level of priced is fairly stable before vou really consider whether 
uriortisation is necessary or not But that again is a matter for deep considera¬ 
tion and not for settlement here and now But all my honourable friends 
win unanimous that in these circumstances, there must not be an increase 
m i t‘ >s ind fins il' I'u i other things must be done and all this other expen 
ilifurt must be imiund but thcit must be no mcicase in rates and fares 

• 

Mr Muhammad Nauman 1 That is the economy 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall' I expected therefore to hear them 
put forward suggestions as to how they should find this extra money without 
increased resources of revenue 

Prof N G Kanga* Greatei economy. I have told you 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall' My honourable friend the Mover 
referred to w'hat Mr Guruswanu had said by way of answer The answer was 
Untei into a tnpnrtite agreement between the management and the workers, 
the technical experts, and the community” That was his view, but I under¬ 
stood mv honourable friend Mr Ayyangar to dispute that 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: No, no, all of us are agreed 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: That is correct? Well, then, my hon- 
ouiab e friends will have an opportunity of bringing in this arrangement when 
they consider whit foim of management the railways should have as a result 
ot thd constituent assembly 

Prof N G Kanga* Why do vou not begin to make the experiment now? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 1 suggest that that is not a solution 
foi mt to make m the short tune lift to me to speak, and in fact I do not 
believe it to be a solution at all Mi Guruswami would agree with me on 
that, because when 1 asked linn hoy he v \ik going to find the 78 crores which 
was aeked for at the Moghai Soi.u Meeting, lie said “I cannot find 78 ciores 
in 15 minutes ’ Neithei (an 1 or mybody else These problems do need 
time 

The second, and it 1 mn\ say so, the betlei suggestion tor improving the 
finances was the local manufacture of wagons and other railway requirements 
This will result m economy, although m the initial stages when you me setting 
up the industries it is possible that some me isure of protection and therefore 
borne extra cost may be necebsaiy, but m print lple as a long term policy it is 
sound Mr Ayyangai went on to say that oui ioad-i.nl policy was wrong and 
that what we must do is to compete with the loads, compete with the busts 
and force down the iates and faus on the tailwayb and therefore presumably 
on the road, m fact that wc •should go buk *o tin old cut throat days which we 
used to bee before the w u Good tor the public, except that from the point 
of view of moneys-wortb th. \ will not get the service They will (.not get those 
cheap fares foi very long, b< cause the huseb or the ladways will be forced out 
of busineso oi forced to icduce then -dandud of stivice, md furthei thin 
that, if you force down Lues you are going to mike less money on the i u’uni-. 
and therefoie you will in foieins? down w igts, ,\hich is quite contrary to tht 
lest of the argument put forward 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ay y an gar It may foici you to economise 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall All tlie-c things lequire, as J siy, 
more consideration My friend, Dr Chatterjet, said that there was a suiplus of 
officers, that they were paid too much and lived too luxunously As regaids 
the first of those ponns I give a consideied opinion in a speech at the liailwav 
Conference Association, this yeai it was, thus in fact the railways were under 
ofbeered That is my considered opinion ,<ftei examining the position on the 
rai ways We have only got oi e officer to 450 men Tn the army you lntvi 
got one to 50 Moreovei officers on the Hallways as elseyvheie are paper logged, 
flooded with returns That is ptutiyulaily so under State management wheie 
the staff rules and bo on are so complicated that a very great deal of their turn 
which ought to be spent perhaps on seeing that the engines and the wagons 
move, is m fact spent in the office looking into staff cases We are looking 
into the question of lelievmg them of that paper work but my considered 
opinion is that so far from being over officeied the railways are under-offictiod 

The question of whether they «ie oveipaid oi not is another matter and 
doubtless when the new lcgime comes in they will consider the whole question 
of railway rates of pav, but that of course rvould not apply to the officers who 
are under contract 1 may say too that the revised rates oi pay are not attiac 
tive to European officers and that is why even if we had wanted to leciuit 
them, we should not have got any European officeis We have not of couise 
recruited them during the wai oi for some ycuiu before But the rates of pay 
are not attractive to the Indian staff eithei Many of them on the revised 
iates of pay find it extremely difficult to live as an officer should live 

i will not deal here with Mr Nauruan s point about catering He paid a 
high compliment to the Railways because he obviouslv was under the impres¬ 
sion that if the catering was done by the Railways it will he done better than by 
expert caterers I dare say that that is true I hope so but it will very pro¬ 
bably add to the cost I do not wish to pursue thi3 point now but I will only 
repeat what I have already said before that wo will discuss these matters 
m the Central Advisory Council 

As regards the figures of the emoluments leceived by the Muslim element 
on the Railways I have not got the figures We shall be having a debate on 
that subject tomonow 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Will the Honourable Member try to have that 
figure given then? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall T do not think we have got it 
Mv friend the Movei made some extremely interesting remarks about the 
emoluments of the staff He said, md I think rightly, that the workers should 
he properly paid bat that tht y should not rlann more than their 
share of what was going, that, Hi otbir woids, they should not 
live above the general standaid of the (ountiy Hl s ,id ,|, 0 tbit they should 
endeavour to be more efficient md get the results in tint mv [f they nc 
more efficient, natuially one would <\p<ct that you would In able to do with 
less staff and that is quite properly oik of the <1011011111 piohknis we art. up 
against at this moment We could piobibly do with tons.du ibly less staff but 
we are keeping on men in order not to create unemployment at the present 
time 

Prof N G Ranga* We are getting 1 uh\ iy expulsion Some staff can be 
k<pt on arid you cm get more work hum them Th it is what Mr Gadgil sug¬ 
gested, also 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall What we ire trying to do is to creite 
more work for the railways and theiefou to < re rt, the m ixuuuin employment 
hut I think he is peifectly light about effiuc x v and is 1 said m mv Budget 
sp<tch, a*great deal of the success of this r>oli< of 1 real mg work depends on 
the willingness of the workeis, not onl\ thr rulwav works 1 s hut all workers to 
work, but at the present time if there m strikes >nd disturbances there will 
he less money earned by the railways uid theiefoie less foi the railwavintu 
and if the railway men thnnsclves go on stiilm thr same thing ipplies 

Now, Sir, my honourable friend x ud that on tin, rrmttci ot workeis’ wages, 
he and p irtv would accept the finding ot a ti ilmn.il but previous to lint we 
ought to set up a committee to go into tlm <ou\<-ntion 1 rntuelv agree Mr 
Ayyangir sad that we should have a committee ilso fo go info thr depreciation 
fund and the basis of it I entirely agree It is m h md now But obviously 
before going into those two questions—and the , sie linked with the question 
of wages, you cannot come to 1111 immediate dtnsion htrause the whole of the 
things are linked togethei and you cannot come to a decision on one without 
coming to a decision on the other What Government has done s to set up a 
commission to deal not only with railway wages hut with the wages of all Gov¬ 
ernment servants, because Government cannot deal with one sectior m isola¬ 
tion They must deal with all their servants on a genoi il level and simul¬ 
taneously, and therefore it is the logic of this proposal that you cannot make 
■any substantial immediate*commitment If you are to await the results of the 
Convention Committee, the Depreciation Fund Committee and the tribunal 
which I regard as being the equivalent of this commission which is being l -et 
up 

Prof N G Ranga- Suppose you don’t open up those two ouestions Will 
ifc be impossible to consider the wage problem on the basi* of the demands ot 
the Federation l 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I consider that they have got to 
be thought of together and the sooner we get on to these problems the better 
Prof N. G. Ranga* Then vou want to evade this issue 9 
The Honourable Sir Edward Beuthall: No Sir I do not want to evade it 
but us I have said befoie I have some hesitation m committing the new Gov¬ 
ernment one way or the other and that is really th<» position we are in today 
It does require very careful thought and it shall have it and have it promptly 
In conclusion I should like to thank my Honourable friend, Mi Kermarkar, 
for his kind lemarks ubout my quitting India I can lssure him that I shall 
not Le looking for a job but I can assure him also that my services will always 
be at the disposal of the new Government, if they want me, to serve India 
In view of what I have said, I hope my Honourable fuend will withdraw his 
motion 

Mr. President: The question is 

•That the demand under the head 'Railway Board’ be reduced bj Rs 100" 

The motion was adopted 
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Shn Satya Narayan Sinha (Darbhangac um Saran Non-Muhammadan) Sir, 
may I make one point? We have got still three cut motions left on behalf of 
our Party May I suggest that in order that we may be able to reach all these 
three cut motions, the time limit for speakers except the Movers should be 
restricted to 10 minutes? f 

Mr President' If the House so desires, I have no ob]ection I had sug 
gested the other dav to fix a time limit for each cut motion also but the Hon 
ounhlt Members told me that they would arrange matters amongst themselves 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha We have hardly three hours at our disposal now 
and we have got three cut motions The other way by which these three cut 
motions can be moved is that you restrict each cut motion to one hour oi give 
10 minutes to each speaker 

Mr President I think we slnll try to do it both wivs but it will be diffi¬ 
cult if a real point is to be made, to finish the speech m 10 minutes 

SUri Satya Narayan Sinha I have suggested Sit that the Mover should 
be given 15 minutes and the other speakers who will follow him should have 10 
minutes each « 

Mr President It is foi the Meinbeis to decide Personally, I should have 
preferred i smaller number of spcakeis with better speeches rather than a 
larger mimbei ot speakers who generally cannot make further points withm the 
short time given [ think it would be better to fi\ up a time-limit foi a parti¬ 
cular motion 

Mr Ahmed Ebralum Haroon Jaffer Why not u strict the number of speakers 
from each Party? 

Mr President That is for the agreement of Honourable Members If they 
agiee amongst themselves, so much the better for me That is why 1 said 
that, instead of having a larger number of speakers with a smaller time at their 
disposal it would be better to have a few speakers so that they may be able 
to thrash out all the points Rut I am entirely m the hands ot the Honourable 
Members 

Mr Muhammad Nauman We can arunige that within our own Party the 
Cli nr mtt) not do it 

Mr President I am not going to do it I have repeated thrice that it is 
entirely for the Honourable Members to adjust The position stands like this 
15 minutes should be given to the Mover and ordinallly not more thin 10 
mmutee to othei speakeis, and m the meanwhile we will restrict each cut 
motion to a tnne-Jimit of one hour 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall In the past there was a request that 
Government might put up two speakers—one at an carl} stage to place the 
facts before the House and another to wind up Is that the wish of the House 
even now because it wiJ take extra time? 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar We know what the Government is going 
to say Therefoie, two speakeis from Government aie not necessary 

Mr President* I would prelei to keep that matter within my own hands 
Government must place, to my mmd, their position just in the beginning after 
the Mover has made his speech and another Government Member will have the 
right to reply 


Manufacture of Locomotive* and II agon* 

Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava (Ambala Division Non Muhammadan) Sir, I 
move 

‘That the demand under the head ‘Railway Boaid’ be reduced by Rs 100” 

Sir, bj moving this cut motion I propose to censure the Government for its 
policy of non-manufactuie of locomotives m the past as well as m the present 
The present policy of the Government in regard to locomotives, on paper is that 
the Government is committed to manufacture loeomoFives but, in effect and 
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practice, the policy is that they are piocrastinatmg and are not out to manufac¬ 
ture locomotives So fai as the public opinion in this country is concerned, 
there are no two opinions in the country that the manufacture of locomotives is 
very essential, nay it is absolutely indispensable in the public interest Judging 
from the point of view of national security, I would make bold to sav that no 
other proposal is more important than this one m regard to railways We 
have just heard a quotation from the speech of Lord Dalhousie Whatever 
may have been the opinion of Lord Dalhousie and other Lords in the 
past that the r.ulvvavs were necessirv foi quelling disturbances m the country, 
at the present moment it is absolutely clear that for purposes of national defence 
railways are absolutely essential I have just to quote the woids of the Hon- 
ouiable the Leader of the House to substanli itc mv allegation In his budget 
speech of last yeai he said 

There is no doubt that the tin Gy uuval of metre gauge engines and wagons played a 
significant part in the vutory of Tmphal and the replacements and reinforcements which 
liinad gauge railways have received though relatively small hitherto, have just turned the 
cale in maintaining the civil life o) 11 < co mti ” 

I want to ask one question ut the Hououiahle Member What would have 
happeied li these engines of the metre gauge had not arrived m the country 9 
lb io lows that ioi security puiposes and for nation.il purposes it i b absolutely 
essential that India should be stli sulhcient in the matter of engines and other 
nulwav materials This w a nutter winch tlic Government huve admitted at 
tunes and have not admitted at other tunes just as it suited then convenience 
lu t ie years alt . the fust Great Wn Government were anxious tli it locomotives 
b manufactured in this country The reason was that on account of the poli¬ 
tic al upheaval m the country and other causes, Government at that time realised 
that the absence of these locomotives would be detrimental to the best interests 
<>l tli t oiuitiy Ihcii is unothei reason a'so At tint time the manufacture 
of locomotives m England was not so beneficial as it became subsequently This 
would appear from the speech of the late Pandit Motilal Nehru which he made 
m this House on 23rd February 1927 He quoted a communique of 1921 of the 
Government which ran thus 

In puisuance of then cxpiesseil policy of making India as fai as possible independent 
of outside souices m the supply of mateu&ls, the Government of India havo hid under 
consideration the question of the construction of Locomotive Engines in India, and they are 
now in a position to give a general undertaking that tenders will be invited annually in 
India for all the railway locomotives and locomotive boileis required by Government during 
the 12 years commencing with 1923 ” 

lie went further and said 

Because in those days I referred by Honourable friend to the chapter on locomotives 
in the First Report of the Tajiff Board Theie they have shown that English manufacturers 
ioui»l not manufacture at a price at which the could be manufactured here and in lact they 
wcie driven to the expedient of selling below cost price” 

To mv mind, it is immaterial now, since it was admitted by the Honourable 
thi Leader ot the House two days back that India snould be self sufficient in 
the matter of railway materials, cspecia ly locomotives Taking that to- be the 
basis of my irgumciit, l would ask what has been the policy of the Government 
m this matter during the last six years? I know that between the period of 
1921 and 1939 the Governint nt have been swinging to and fio on this policy 
In 1921 the Government even went so far as to eall foi tendeis fiom private 
manufacturers and a company under the name of Peninsular Locomotive Com¬ 
pany Limited was started m India About 30 lakhs of rupees were spent by 
that Company foi this pmpose, but nothing came out ot it Ultimately, this 
Company was wound up and the assets weie purchased by the Government 
All the shops and othei things that weie constructed by the Company were 
subsequently known as Tatanagar shops I am just submitting to the House 
that jirevious to 1921 locomotives were manufactured m this country as would 
appear from a table given on page 1 of the report regardmg the construction 
ot locomotives m India in State Eai’way Workshops It would appear that fn.ni 
the year IBS') up lo 1926, 214 locomotives were prepared at Jamalpur, 103 
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[i'andit Thakur Das Bhargava] 
boieis and 0‘J temleis wore also prepared and m Ajmer workshops they mnnu 
iact.UH.tl something hlu 13d metre gauge locomotives between 1896 and 1940 
the report goes on to say 

‘It may, theiefore, be lalun as efclibhs1n.il tint thei* m in dilluiilUes of a inechmicil 
oi othei technical charactei standma m the way ol liulnn i utwav- man d u tuimg thin own 

1 tm cubmittmg foi the consideration of this House that so far a* such 
ispects of the question are concerned as make for i successful venturo of this 
kind, all things aic pit stilt m the countiy There is no difficulty ot a mechanical 
or technical elm ictci standing m the way Leaving this aside, we know that 
the m.uiufictuie oi locomotives m this country is certainly cheaper and is bound 
to be cheaper than whit it is m England and othei manufacturing countries 1 
am not saying this cm my envn conviction X am submitting this on the basis 
of the leport by Mi f Humphries and Mr K (J Srimv isan They sav that in 
India even today the manufacture of locomotives would be at least 20 per cent 
ihoipei than what it is in othei European countries They gave many facts 
am 1 ligures m support of this cone usion and thev are fully given jn the leport 
wt.ch will be found m the library of the House Now, Sir, a perusal of this 
rcpoit would cstibisi that as a inittei ol fact duimg the last twenty yeirs, 
the Government by then pouev oi noil m uiufacture of locomotives in Indi i 
nave injured this countiy, if not mint, at least to the Unit of 20 cions ot 
iupe.es I make bold to say that a fur cstmwtc oil the basis which 1 liavo 
just submitted to the House would show to the satisfaction of the House tint 
20 croies have been wasted by this Government by not icceptmg and acting 
lip to tile proposil which they once tlicmsi .ves set up in tins House bn, it 
bps been found by tins ('onnmlteo that i locomotive ot the weight ot 145 tons 
could be manufactur'd at a cost ot Us 98,000 Now bir, this puce of 
i j 98,000 is also exaggei tied As a matter ot f icl, a locomotive can be prepared 
at a much less cost, the puce of materials which have been accounted lor in 
this leport Ins been taken on a maximum basis The highest rates betwee 1 
1928 and 1919 have been taken as the basis ot this computation 
It uppears that as a matter of fact, it was not difficult foi the Government, if 

'!u v scutsd wo 1 s m 1 i_ I th \ pi open I io do) u. I cniii lend them i.i 
1924, to prepaie locomotives at the factory, and if they had done so, it is 
quite certain that the Government would not havg been put to the trouble of 
making abnormal pavmcnts to get them during the wat In fact, duimg the 
wai period, this Government paid abnormal puces when they imported _985 
locomotives, BG and 115 MG during the peiiod of the war T am "not 
using my own words These are the woids of the Honourable the Leadei of 
the House He said in Ills speech that ibnormal prices were paid, that 
engines were not up to the standard md he furthci stated that something 
like 94 crores were spent lot w tgons and locomotives Ordinary accounting 
would show that as b< tw'een ]9‘24 and 1949, about 1,525 engines were import 
ed into this country nt a cost which would certainly lu\e been less by about 
six croies if the locomotives were constructed in India On page 46 of this 
Heport bv Mr Humphries and Mr Snmvasan, they say 

‘ I he ‘X E’ type locomotive has, i different wheel anaugement (2 8 2) and weighs about 
145 tons On the basis of the lowest price, per ton, paid for an imported locomotive the 
cost of a X E’ type locomotive would be Rs 1,23,685 It will be noticed that ‘X E’ 
locomotives purchased in 1930 31 have actually cost Indian railways Rs 1,34,110 each, t e , 
ibout Rs 10,000 more than the price of Rs 1,23,685 as estimated above on a tonnage basis 
The difference between the latter amount and the estimated cost of production of an 
X F/ locomotive of Rs <J8,000 is about Rs 26,000 equivalent to a saving of about 20 per 
ent on the cost of the imported locomotive to Indian railways During a period of increas 
mg prices the difference is more likely to be increased than lessened, and the conclusion 
can, we think, be fairly drawn that if broad gauge locomotivis were m inufactured in suffi 
cient numbers in India, the would be generally availah'e foi the use of Indian railways 
at prices ab^ut 20 per cent cheaper than the lowest puces at which imported locomotives 
inn be placed on the line m India” 

Htr, my submission is that even this Rs 98,000 is a bloated price Accord¬ 
ing to their own findings in some portions of this report it would appear that 
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tin authors of this report indicated unequivocally, that engines could be in mu 
factured at a lesber price If you carefully go into the raisons why tin Gove n 
ment did not manufactuie locomotives between 1924 md 1939, you wo Id find 
very interesting reasons put forward *Whereus in 19‘2l, the Govrrimi<nt had 
adopted the policy of manuf ictunng locomotives in tins lountrv, in 1 ih t years, 
it gave up this policy One of the reasons, very fantislu, T should s iy, given 
by the Government was that they could not allocate th< cost botvv _ n manufac 
ture and repair That was one of the reasons given The otlui r< eons given 
were that the demand was not steady Mav T huinblv isk, is there mv country 
m the world where the capital at cha>ge <n the lailw lys is ibout h"8 croras 
mile igc ibeut II000 nubs track, 17,011 wbeie 891 million passengers wer, 
earned in the vou, goods to the tunc of 1-12 niilbon tons win cirned, the 
gross traffic receipts wcic 22.1 crorcs, and tin tuunhci of locomotives at present 
in use, 8,141, and the wagons 2,39,000? Ts then inv country in the woild, 
whore the Gove rnmen f of the countrv his got i huge undertiking like this and 
yet it has not eot its own factoiv foi miniihu tun o' loroinotiv< s'' 

The Honourable Sir Bdward Beniliall Sn mu I isk the Honourable Mun- 
bei if it would not In more mb n stun' i id pobtibb m the House thit instead 
ot going back into the lii'-'oiy of flit I'untus hr would start to deal with tin 
posmon toilav when Goveinnu lit, is he knows, have two factories in process 
of puqn nig to build locomotives 

Pundit Thjikur Das Bhargava I had gone into past history simply to point 
ou‘ how the Rdilwav Bond mismuuiged the affms of Tndiv and how' it nis 
inpiiod Tndia to the tunc of several croies I will now take up my subject from 
the place where the Honourable the Leuler of the House asks me to tike up 
Tins icpoit was published on 12tli January 1940 I can quote np ( passag s 
from (hi, report which would show the urgency of this matter Hir» 92 of 
this report says 

“The deni intis of Iniliin mils ivs fm 1- oiirtnev mu mg th^ (list tin Mirs of the 
Ion,motive life cycle between 1940 ml 1980 m likelv lo hi s 0 laige that l ».lw iv transpoiti 
ti>> -a India will be thrown out of geai it these iec|uiremeut vveie no' tt« * prrmpth 
There should b ( no .ieater difficulty m unpoiting the machine tools that would be iequue-1 
tor the new vsoil hoo than in obtaining the requisite number of locomotives themselvn 
4s the actual dmiuul for locomotives for the first five years of the next decade is likely to 
be much more than tilts maximum capacity of the new workshop, which again, can cnl begin 
to function froi > 15 to 18 months after the work of building them has been commenced, 
a large number ot locomotives will continue to have to he imported during these years 
The countries firm which the supplies have been available in the paBt are now moie 
actively engaged in (he production of armaments than in the manufacture of steam locomotives 
for export to India In the circumstances, therefore, we fool that no efforts should be 
spared to ensure the manufacture of locomotives in India being started early " 

Mr. President The Honourable Member has a minute and a half moie 
• Pundit Th&kur Das Bhargava Six years have passed since this report was 
published In pal i 89 t In ml hors oi tin lepott leeommcnded early steps 
should be taken and it was expected thit by the end of 1942, there would be 
complete equipment ot these establishments Jint what do vve find? In 1943 4i, 
the rionom ible the Rulw ij Membei made t peech m legard to the lailway 
budget ip which he stated 

“The House will be interested to know that plans aie already being actively prepared lo 
set up a locomotive construction shop in Ind.a during the war if physically possible ’’ 
Now three years have lapsed and what do we find? In the speech of the 
Leader of the House he enigmatically said that work is m progress, from whic i 
one would be likely to gather that the work of manufacturing or of starting 
x the shop oi ev en the shop itself is m progress On the other hand 

P we find from the speech of the Chief Commissioner of Itailvvavs 

that plans are going to be finalised But m the report of the Standing Finani i 
Committee we read that the finalising of the plans also canno f proceed any 
further It now appears that in the veai 104j-46 w aie where we were As 
a matter of fact this Railvviy Board which can be called the locomotive of the 
railway system ot India is entirely European, and tbeiefore they do not want 
■wheie there is a conflict of mteiest between India md England to adopt a 
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policy which will be benehcul to India As a matter of fact, the word ‘locomo¬ 
tive’ has the word ‘motive’ m it, and theie is no ‘motive’ of the Railway Board 
to beluve ptoperlv so fu is India is concerned As a matter of fact the entire 
policy of the Railway Board, it you kindly su, it, v ill pro\e that the hist 
interests of the country are not looked after, the Railway Bond has been look¬ 
ing after the inteiests of Great Britain Sn, the life of locomotives has been 
stated to be 35 yens, the life of this white locomotive should ilso not have 
been mou thin V> u us Tt is a worn out body whuh < mnot look after ttm 
mteicsts of Tndi i and should be strapped I submit th it 11 us uit motion should 
be ( him l md (uniinimnt should be eensuicd Tf tin v w uit tv have this 
Railway Board it should undertake to have these locomotives manufactured as 
i itlv is nossib’t The lips of six years shows anothi i loss of 10 < rores ami 
in i< is likely to be lost it this policy is continued 

Sir, T move 

Mr President Cut motion moved 
Hint the demand under the head Railway Board be reduced b IN 100 ’ 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Sir, I support the motion For a long time we 
have stressed the need of manufacturing locomotives m this country The 
history of this has been given and also the speeches madi m the Li gisbitive 
\ssemblv as early as 1927 were quoted by the Mover It mav be that the price 
level during 1930 or even earlier was not favourable to the idea of m mufnctuip 
of locomotives here because the cost of production might have been higner 
then compaicd to the cost of import, from abroad Now if vou compare those 
prices with the puces wi li id (o ixv m 1940 onwards vou will find tbit wo 
paid four times the pnc^ (hit w< would have paid m buying over our mini- 
iactured lo mi .lives md it tli it position was visualised I think Government 
would not have insisted on restricting the manufacturing capacity m this country 
Tt is a well known fact that m order to develop an industrv in any country a 
good deal of sacrifice has to be made in tht carlv stages and without giving a 
fair trial foi sonic time vou cannot say wlielher it will be able to compete on 
tin world pantv prices oi not- Whether you can be able to bring industry 
virld to the world ouitv puces is i question of time, and if we bad starttd in 
1927 or 192H we would eiilpnlv have been m a njueh better posiUon todav 
We need not have seen the difficulties in the matter of transport, as we did, 
only beeuisp -ufficient locomotives were not at our disposil, and that is a 
position which has got vciv soiiousU lo be considered for future as well The 
Honourable Member his uferied to the workshops at Ajmer, Jamalpui and 
Bombay and their capacity I had an opportunity to visit Ajmer Inst yeai and 
l had i ehscussion with tin Chief Engmeei and the other authorities there, 
and T submitted a report of mv visit to the Railway Board What impressed 
mo was that everything there was mtediluvian The whole workshop requires 
in w lmplemcnin for manufuture <>t what we lequne m the matter of quantity 
ii id also of quality Of course when I visited the workshop we were in the 
thick of the war and the possibility of any expansion could not be discussed 
I lien Now that we can discuss this and draw up a programme, I say the need 
should be immediately met Instead of importing locomotives we should 
import tin' mnelnmrv required foi m inufacturing these locomotives, otherwise 
this country c mnot he made self sufficie nt In thp meantime, opportunity 
should b< afforded to Mcmbeis of this House to go and visit the uoikshops so 
that they may be in a position to make useful suggestions The position is 
serious and, as we know, in the last fivo years in spite of orders having been 
placed in the U K and USA theie was no possibility of getting prionty 
transport in time, and the itsult was that we had to go without these locomo¬ 
tives for months and vf us Many of them were received late but there are 
mam fur which out oideis still rein nn unfulfilled Therefore it is clear that we 
need well-equipped workshops in this country to manufacture locomotives for 
our own use I do not pietend to give expert advice, it is for the Honourable 
Member and the Railwav Boaid to secure that expert advice, as to what kind 
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of workshop would be suited to the needs of a country like ours and I only 
want to stress that this should be taken up as soon as possible and as soon ns 
practicable Sir, I support the motion 

Mr F. K Salve (Nagpur Division Non-Muhammadnn) Sir, it is my 
misfortune to speak to empty benches of the Treasury 

Shrl Sri Prakasa The Treasury itself is empty! 

Mr P K. Salve* The Honourable the Tiansport Member is big enough to 
fill up the benches He appears to me bv bis w/e and volume that all thi 
sections of the Penal Code are rolled into one! But Sir, on an important 
matter like this, it would have been better if I was able to give a piece of mv 
mind—and not a very pleasant piece of it either—-to the Members of tl •> 
Treasury Benches This is a very important subject and of vital interest to 
our country, but they have no interest in this country, and that is why thev 
are absent 

Sir, I have the speech of the Honourable the Transport Member before 
me, and I shall restrict myself to the figures given in his speech It is stated in 
his speech 

*'954 broad gauge engines were ordered last year 172 remain to come 29 per cent 
of 7,279 engines have passed the normal age and it may be necessary to order them from 
•overseas Those will be 2,110 engines ” 

I do not know why the word ‘may’ has been put m You know, Sir, that he 
word ‘may’ is very often interpreted as ‘shall’ in law and it is not may be 
purchased’ but ‘shall bo purchased’ I shall not be surprised if there i a an 
Ordinance <o that effect that the War Transport Member shall purchase 2,110 
engines from overseas About the wagons, the figures are 

“8 000 Canadian wagons ordered, of which 6,000 have been received, 2,000 ire to come, 
10,000 wagons ordered from the United Kingdom, 3,800 received, 6,200 still remain to 

That is the picture, the picture is that they have been ordered from abroad 
and they are coming We have been looted and plundeied alrendj, further 
loot and plunder is m store for us The old method of this Imperialist exploita¬ 
tion has not been discarded, it is still there, it is there with a vengeance 
The people of India, through their representatives have time and again asked 
that locomotives and wagons be constructed in India There is sufficient 
material for it The Honourable the Transport Member has told us that the 
locomotive works are now in the course of inauguration These works are m the 
course of inauguration It is a long, long course, Sir, and there is no plan 
Qpr is there any estimate The Honourable the Transport Member cannot 
and will not tell us when he will produce the first engine m this blessed 
Kanchrapara workshop 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I told the House that the othei day 

Mr. P K. Salve: He said they are in the couise of inauguration That 
may mean anything It is like this Sir at the back of his cranium the 
Honourable the War Transport Member has a picture of the workshop and the 
engine He may or may not have even transplanted that picture and those 
designs on a blueprint The workshop is in the an-, and so are the engines of 
this precious Kanchrapara He says, 'possess your souls in patience, and 1 
shall deliver the engines’ 

Mr. President: Order, order How long is the Honourable Member like to 
take? 

Mr P. K. Salve: Ten minutes more 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock 
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Tlx. As cmblv reassembled after Lunch nt Half Past two of the Clock, Mi 
Fiesieluit (The Hmom.ihk Mi (1 \ Mavalankar) in the Chair 


Mr President There is just one Honouiable Member who has to take the 
oath Then 1 will call upon the Honourable Member to continue his speech 

MEMBER SWORN 

ltao Bahadur N Siva Raj (Nominated Non Official) 


Mr P K Salve Sir, I was dealing \ ilh this workshop of Kanchrapaia 
imi I snd that the workshop is in the m md so are the engines ot this 
Kmcluapaia I lie Honourable the Transpoit Mem hi r says ‘ Possess your so ns 
in patience and l shall deliver the engines ’ We ire constrained to erv with 
the Psalmist and ask, ‘How long, oh Loul how long? ’ And the mswe, is 
"Not till kingdom tome” 

Sr, belonging to an imperialist frame of structure, as he does, it'is not m 
tli gram ol the ILonouiable the Transpoit Mtmhei to develop and con&tmct 
the iudian loeomotive Wc are asking him to do + he unnatural thing md he 
and those of lus ilk will put it off and put it off and put it off Sir, they will 
put it oit ad infinitum md ad nauseam \\ hv should tiny cause loss to England 
md Canada Whv should they not send the wealth of India to tin ir relations 
m their homeland'’ They are the guardians and the watch dogs of the wealth, 
past, present and future of their nnsteis of the United Kingdom That is why, 
Sn in older to guild tint weilth the\ will shoot down the patriotic men ol 
the 1 N A md the heroes of the Royal Indian Navy and the citizens of 
IP mhay and Calcutta and Madias md all ovei India Sir, it is futile to hope 
tb it the Honourable the Wai Transport Mcmbir is serious about the Kanchri- 
pira locomotivi woikshops List year he told us that the works are finalized 
m luve been fin ilized This veil, m the budget speech, he says thiy are in 
the' course of inauguration In the proceedings of the Railway Finance Com 
mittc e m the memorandum pnsented to us it is said—I shall read fiom the 
book itself on pige 6’> 

‘ fliL ultimate 1 repair capacity lerjuireel by Kanchiapaia in addition to the manufacturing 
capieitv is a question of extreme complexity at tho present tutie and it is clear that until 
aome estimate of the eipicity has been obtained finalising of plana cannot proceed ’ 
“Finalizing of pi ms cannot proceed” Theie is the end of the matter, that 
stops cwei vtlung Now what is this complexity? He has not told us that 
Is it the imperialistic methods of exploitation that causes the complexity? 
These are the inconsistencies which have been placed before us There is an 
attempt to thiow dust in the eyes of the Honourable Members It would have 
been beth 1 fen the Honourable Meinhei to hive sud, ‘I am ashamed of it 1 
am unable to do it It is not m the interests of mv distant horriedand overseas 
to build any Indian engines My homeland stands to lose heavily ’ Sir, these 
Britishers have swung back fiom the mood of elnv llrous adventure to i mood of 
self interest These Butishers have «wung back from the role of world delivereis 
to the role of England first. England last and England always What has he in 
r tore foi us ’ Tw o babes one, the small babe of a workshop in Ajmer, still in 
its cradle, and the second the unborn babe at Kanchrapara, still in embryo 
This is all ho has produced in the last almost one century of the history of the 
Indian railwavs Shall we smg him “halleluyahs” for these babes—one in 
the cradle and the other still unborn? I say it was unnatural for the Transport 
Member to deliver us any locomotive from Kanchrapara 

The House will bear with me if I tell them a story It is a Puranic story 
There was a King, and the Queen would not deliver a son The King went to 
the hermitage of Rishis and by ‘devotion and prayer pleased them They were 
pleased with his devotion They told him to ask for a favour and he said, 
‘let my Queen deliver a son’ They agreed and they got some holy water and 
sanctified that in a vessel and kept it in the hermitage It was kept for some 
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days and mantras weie read over it to sanctity it furthei to give it the necessary 
efficacy to make the Queen pregnant with a son 

One day the King went out tor shikui and on his return he felt vei'y thirsty 
it was night time Not finding any water tfuywhere else he took this vessel and 
under compulsion of thirst drank up the watei To the honor ot the liishis 
thf water nud disappeared Next morning theie was an enquiry They wa ,te J 
to know what had happened to the holy water They iound that the t.aja 
had drunk it They said the Raja must get pregnant with a son and the Raja 
got pregnant with a son They told him that he had to deliver the son but he 
said it was not natural for hun to do so They said, natural or unnatural, you 
shall deliver the son Sir, the foetus developed inside and for years to ef me it 
would not come out It was difficult Tt was unnatural After vears, Sir, 
when the foetus grew, it refused to remain inside and it burst through the nbs 
and the oh'ld came out 

Now, Sir the Raja delivered, therefore, a 6on much against his will T 
say that if the Honourable Member does not produce a locomotive in its 
natural course, at Kuncharapara, it will burst out at some other place It 
m iv b-» 'ii th" Oovemmri I House it T)elh or Sim's These T T ousfs arc now 
well known To be producers of engines of repression and oppression In eourse 
of time we expect that thesi Houses will pioducc rial engines foi the good of 
the people 

Mr President- The Honoui able Member s time is up 

Mr P K Salve' As a matter of fact I would have dealt with the rrnttei 
more thoroughly if I had time These people are now" telling us “We are 
going and rower is going to he transferred to you Tieat us as if the imperia¬ 
list Britishei was dead and gone’ Sir, they have been dmmng into our ears 
since the davs of Mi Edwin S iiiiuel Montigu the Jew Secietaiv of State foi 
India, that the Britisher is do id Wc have joined in (heir funeral process on 
We have read their ohsequeil ceremonies and wc have chanted the last verses 
of the funeral But when w< went near the giave we found it empty Fur¬ 
ther assurances have now been given that the grave will not be found empty 
Sir, I have mv fears and apprehensions Tt i«. possible that when we gel neai 
tho grave wc might find this turn the eotfin box m d the crosses and the 
floysers hut not the bodv nor the dead soul of the Impel lalvst Britisher 

Sir, I support the motion 

Mr A 0 Turner Sn, after the interesting speech yyc have just heard I 
am afraid mv lcmarks will appeal yeiv piosaic We on the Government 
benches have been rather surprised to find that the Honourable Moyer and 
the subsequent speakers haye displayed an exttaoidmmv out of dateness in 
dealing with the subject The Honourable Membeis opposite stiff seem to he 
thinking of conditions in the veai 1920 which aio no iongci of much int^re^-t 
to this House m 1946 They seem to haye failed to leahse that the fnluro 
to act in the past has now been superseded by the determination of the Gov 
ernment to get locomotives out of the wo works which arc being utilised by 
any means and as soon as possible 

First as regards Smgbhum, yve have already heard that boileis will soon be 
coming from Smgbhum It may mteiest the House to heai briefly the terms 
of the lirnicmnnt with the Tatns for the manufactme of boilers and Locos at 
Smgbhum 

The agreement is for 16 years from the 1st of June 1945 when Tatas took 
oyei the shop The plan of production is that in the first yeai 50 boilers will 
be produced Tn the second year the capacitv will be stepped up and will 
reach the rate of 100 boilers Tn subsequent years the outturn will be 100 
units, each boiler or locomotive complete with boiler, being taken as one unit 
Within IS months Tatns must submit a scheme for the manufacture of 50 
locos per venr 

The production of locomotives is to be planned on the following lines 
During the first two years after the date of the receipt of the plant and 
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machinery the numbei will be agreed mutu.i Iv In the peuod thereaftei 50 
locos per year Government have reserved to themselves certain controls over 
capital expenditure Government have given a guarantee of purchase for the 
first two years of the eutirc production of boileis and thereafter of 100 units 
per year If the company should at any tune prove to be m a position to 
manufactiue boilers oi locos m excess of the guaianteed number, Government 
would puichise those in puff rente to imports Government have further agreed 
not to ^ ntei into igrci meid with any other fiiru on terms more liberal thm 
these 

As ltgards puces to be paid for the boilns and locomotives for these which 
are produced in the first two v tors of the pioduction of bot ers and locos the 
prn r paid will he thr ictn.il cost with p maximum of the price paid fo’ 
similai hollers or locos which are imported fiom the United Kingdom Duimg 
the rest of the period prices will be negotiated in advance on the basis of pro 
dud ion cost 7 pel cent return on capital The pi ices to be paid nv 

Titss for the different components and materials which thev gel from other 
Tata concerns will be legulnted on a favoured basis Penalties are provided 
tor short de'iverv Thev are "Rs 1,000 per boilei and 7 "500 per loco 

Another condition is that the company will turin apprentices nominated 
bv the Government Finally, Government wall have a Director on the Board 

Dlwan Chaman I*all May I interrupt the Honourable Member to ask him 
if hi can tell the House the number of locomotives that have already been 
ordered bv the Government during recent months 9 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I can answer that The answer is 

Diwan Ohaman LaU Do I take it that no locomotives have at all been 
ordcied to replace the 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: No fuither orders have been placed 
tor dehveiy iiom ihtoud There are, however, certain numbers still to come 
fiom ulnoad 

Diwan Chaman LaU, I hope my Honourable friend would realise that 
what 1 am asking for is information regarding the orders p.aced by the Gov¬ 
ernment )f India for locomotives abioad Before this scheme comes into 
opeiao.oii vvn it is the tolai numbei ot locomotives that have so tar been 
ordered, so tar delivered and so far not delivered? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. I gave the figures in my budget 
speech iiieie aie 934 broad gauge engines <m onto, it which 7 $3 nave bem 
put into service, 29 had been shipped and hive been dieady received in Ii.di i 
and 172, at the tJine I made up the speech, wab still to come from abroad 
No further oiders have been placed It is possible that we muy have to place 
some orders foi passengei engines before these works come into operation We 
shad defer that as far as possible I may add that ordeis for boilers have been 
placed with Tatas as a piehmmary to the orders for locomotives 

Mr, P K Salve. What happens to these superannuated engines / 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Let my fnend finish his speech and 
1 shall explain 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Rural) 
Another point which the Honourable Member should make clear is as to why 
these oiders have been placed with Tatas and why not Government manufac¬ 
ture themselves 

Mr. A 0 Turner* Sir, I continue I have dealt so far with Tatas The 
other shop is Kanchrapara and as has already been explained to the members 
of the Standing Finance Committee, Government have alieady ordered certain 
machinery costing 16 lakhs, and another 13 lakhs have been approved bv the 
Standing Finance Committee for Railways for other expenditure, mainly on 
steel work and new drawing office accommodation Further a provision of R2 

if the ho. koor, .v.»;U - *l~ L t— IC-- ... 
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mostly on plant and machinery and such structural alterations as may be 
undertaken without imparing the geneJtil woiking of the hhops 

In regard to progress at Kanchrapara we are experiencing certain difficulties 
m that owmg to heavy arrears of maintenance of locomotives on the EIB 
it is found necessary not to reduce the repairs which ore being undertaken at 
Kanchrapara more than can possibly be avoided This is delaying matters 
to a certain extent but that is a position which we hope will improve with 
time 

These then are the steps which Government have taken and aie taking to 
implement then policy 

The last speaker quoted figures from tie s[ t eclie^ of tlu Honouiable the 
Leader of the House and made a calculation ot the miinbtr of locomo’ives and 
wagons due lor renewal It may interest the Hou'-e to kit w that 1,893 bioml 
gauge and 780 metre gauge locomotives have passed the 35 year life basis, 
and that fcy 1060 as many as 4,312 Bioacl gauge and 1,444 metie locos will 
have similarly passed the 35 year life But what is important to note is that 
the fact that they have passed the 35 years life does not necessarilx mean 
- that they will be scrapped as soon is they have leached that fige Man} of 
them will be continued m service even though it may he to some extent un 
economic, so long as they are required to move the traffic 

Turning to wagons, there are 3,834 broad gauge four-wheelers and 9,741 
metre gauge four-wheelers, which have reached the foity years life limit, and 
by 1960 no less than 68,263 bioad gauge and 19,626 metre gauge four-wheelers 
—as apart from bogies—will have similarly reached that limit The House 
will therefore see that theie is ample scope fot activity in both the locomotive 
and the wagon shops for manv yeais to come 

Turning now to the question of manufacturing capacity as the Honourable 
Membei for War Transport has said on more than one occasion, the wagon 
capacity of the country .should be ample to take care of all the country’s 
requirements During tho war, the industry worked its capacity up to a peak 
of nearly 800 wagons per month, and labt year it manufactured 7,636 wagons 
In addition to carrying oxer all the balance of the current vear of 10,000 
wagons of the 1945-46 ordteY, a further ordei has since been placed for 4,100 
G S wagons to follow the present order The House therefore cannot have 
any possible complaint that the wagon industry in India has not been deve¬ 
loped to meet the requirements of the country 

Some members of this House seem to be unaware of the fact that railway 
wagons are made in India From 1942 to 1944 4,776 wagons were turned 

oiffc by firms in India, and as l have just said in 1945, 7,636 wagons were so 
produced 

Finally, as legards locomotives 1 think these figures have already been 
mentioned id this House, but I will repeat them The estimated annual 
requirements in replacements are 200 locomotives of which 157 are bioad 
% gauge and 48 metre gauge The anpual outturn expeoted from tFe two works 
to which I have already referred are as follows Kanchrapara 80 Smghbum 
50 Total 130 As the Leader of the House has already said, the question of a 
third works depends upon the abil’ty of Smghbum to work up to 80 loco¬ 
motives, that is an extra 30 locomotives, and upon the number of Diesel and 
electric locomotives which may be oidered in the future 

Sir Mohantmad Yamin Khan. Sir, I want to take up only two minutes of 
the time of the House, and only on this pouit I asked my honourable friend, 
who has just spoken one question and he has not explained—why these orders 
have been placed with Tatas and why Tatas are being encouraged to put up a 
plant in order to build these thuigs, while this House has been demanding that 
the Government itself should build locomotives and not gxVe this work to any 
firm If this policy is pursued, and if the, Tatas are encouraged to put up a 
plant for building locomotives, then it will be very difficult m future to retrace 
our steps and foi the Government lfselFfo compete with Tnfno lnw, ~~ -t 
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encouraged to put up the new plant foi building these locomotives, but that all 
the mono} should be lmestfd by the State That is the oiily point which I 
wanted to say and I mav add that the House has expressed this view very 
btiongl\ ui the past, and I hope it will again urge this point by supporting 
thi-. ( ut Motion md expiess their opinion once again that they are m favour of 
ill; Government itself putting up the plant and not giving it to any private 
hi i Sn ! m i j n> *•! i. < nt jiioti n 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. Sn, as my honourable friend the 

Financial Commissioner has said, quite a numbei of members have apparently 
been denting with the position as it it weie the 1920’s oi at least a somewhat 
earlier date than the present and have suggested that this Government is not 
snious in it' determination to go ahead with locomotive manufacture T feel 
very strongh about it, as it was I who uiged on the Government the desira¬ 
bility of making a final decision to go ahead during mv tenure of office 1 
think it is intliei unfair of mtniheis opposite to suggest that we are not in 
earnest over this My friend Mr Salve came out with very goocL advice con¬ 
cerning how t* get on with the mattei 1 I do not really, think that I need 
that advice, because 1 can itally claim that I am the father of twmd already 
if not of triplets But T hesitvte i litil to c’aim the 1 ittei because the Aimei 
works is already m opeiation What he complains of really, I think, is the 
delay m delivering the goods and for that purpose he has given some good 
advice as to vvh.it the ltishis would do in the cir< umstnnces The normal answer 
for Government would be ‘I will look into it but Sir I claim that that is not 

necessuy I have no need of Kishi watei because I am already a 

PM pint) i t ithei uid ho might well send a teleginm to his friends to 
say ‘ Both father and children aie doing well” 

There are one or two Honourable Members who talked about the cheapness 
of manufacture m this country 1 am not at all ^ure about this That 
remains to be seen We made a number of engines in the past Some were 
manufactured at Jamalpur tnd we have been making them at Ajmer for some 
years We hope to make 15 by the end of the ne v t financial year there but 

when T was down in \jmer last I went into the cost and I am by no means 

certain that it is economic \s mv Honourable friend Mr Nanman said the 
work-, there are somewhat antiquated and they me not really fitted for modem 
locomotive manufacture Perhaps that is one of Ihe leasons whv cost is not 
as sntisfactoiv as it should be when vou take into account full overheads which 
ought to be debited t<< each individual locomotive 

Then again some early speaker Sc*id that the Humphreys—Srimvasan com¬ 
mittee suggested that the cost of >n engine would bo Fs 98,000 but that, Sir, 
was a pre-war figure Mv Honourab’e friend who quoted it was inclined to 
compare it with the war time cost of modern locomotives Obviously with a 
different level of costs m operation, that, js not a fuir comparison I cannot 
tell vou what the locomotives are likely to cost That depends on certain 
things but the oapital cost which [ think the Srinivasan repoit estimated at 
about 60 or 70 hkhs is now likely to be in the noighbourhood of 2^ to 3 erores 
at Kanchrapara Then of course we are bound to have teething troubles in 
setting up any new industrv in the country and vou cannot expect to get very 
economic costs in the initial stages in setting up a biff works That has been 
our experience reoentlv in the Tata works for building wheels and axles We 
did not get anything like full production art the works in the early stares Pre¬ 
sumably that put up the cost, although I have no knowledge of it bub 
certainly the delivery was delayed That is one of the reasons why we ordered 
a considerable number of wagons from abroad and also wheels and axles 
because we could not get the outturn from these works which we expected 
because of the teething troubles But, Sir, T understand that it is very defl- 
— l.i — 1 .~ Mimin on ahead with locomotive manufacture even 
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Now, Hit, one or two members criticised the imports during the war, forget 
ting, 1 think, that a good number ot those Inguies were on lease-lend It is 
raid, quite correctly, that in accounting to the railways they were chaiged at 
ibnoimal prices That is true to the extent that'they "were considerably more 
3 xptnfeiv<' to the railway budget then if they had "been ordered before the war 
tun 1 would ltmuid the House that we now own these engines, they are 
iretty good engines and as a result of the financial policy we have followed 
they an written down to a pre war value It is also very doubtful if you could 
jm them cheaper today or if you will be able to buy them cheaper foi some 
( edis to come Meantime we have those engines at a written down value and 
wmng good money foi the country and 1 suggest that Government should 
athei be congratulated on a good stroke of business by the Railways than be 
•ondemned for getting these engines 

I do not think I need dwell on wagons Mv Honourable fnend the Fman- 
•isl Commissionei has pointed out that we <xre self supporting m the matter 
>f wagons IXunng the war, owing to the rapid increase of traffic, we required 
nore wagon? than the wagon works could put out and hence the reason for 
laving to get them from abroad The 1942-48 order was only delivered at 
he end of list year, that is to siy, the ciders which we should have got in 
915 >\u. n <t delivered til 1 194 1 it was not the fault of the wagon works 
'he j had their difficulties m getting steel wheels and axles and they were 
•vtrerowded with other operational work But the fact iemain s that we could 
tot get the production up .rt that stage of the war, so that we placed all the 
rders with them which thev could take Todav we have over 6,000 still due 
n the old 10,000 oulei and v® have placed anothei 4,100 with them for next 
car, so that they will be very fully occupied for a considerable time to come 
nd from the figures which the Financial Commissioner has quoted it is clear 
hat they will have woik foi a long time ahead 

Turning to the reasons why Titanagm was chosen, I find that my Ronoui- 
ble friend is not here 1 will refer to that again in a minute First I will 
eal with Kanchrapara It is said that thcie has been delay in getting ahead 
ith the works them Well Sn, Ivaiu napara is not a free works like the 
’eumsular Works at Smghbhum There it was possible to erect plant and turn 
. over solely to the manufacture of boilers straightaway but at Kanchrapara 
e have had to carry on the permanent overhauls of locomotives at the same 
me My friend Mr Neogy m a previous debate and Mr Salve this morning 
icught that they caught us out about the “finalising” of plans I looked up 
id word ‘finalise’ in a dictionary to see wrtiat it means and strange to say I 
luld not find the word at all I think it must be a modern word which was 
it foufld in a 3901 dictionary, like ‘maximise’, ‘hospitalise’ and so on But 
take it to mean—* to bring to finality” When you are dealing with m- 
istml works, I think any industrialist would say that in fact you never bring 
modem works t6 finahtv I have been connected with a paper mill m the 
ist which was erected m 1881 I have been connected for 25 yeais with it 
d it certainly is not finalised yet and so far as I can see never Will be 
P the Kanchrapara works have gone ahead 
Sri M. Ananthas&yanam Ayyangar May we take it from the Honourable 
amber that these works will also take 25 years? 

The Honourable Six Edward Benthall: The Honourable Member has not 
iderstood the position In modern works vou are always adding and improv- 
g and you never finalise and that is what is happening m Kanchrapara The 
irks have gone on far enough ahead to enable us to get busy But, Sir, 
I was explaining, at Kanchrapara you are not dealing wnth new works, you 
ii remodelling old works and you nave got to provide for permanent over¬ 
alls of locomotives there Your problem at Kanchrapara is to le-orgamse 
e old workB and provide for adequate and increased quantity of permanent 
erhauls at works The buiden which is going to be put on the works is, 
erefore, bigger than we ariticipated some time ago when we thought we 
ould bo able to do without the overhauls Therefqre, we have got to rn«V» 
O i-*■'— - ’ ~ 
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Swmdoii and Crewe m the United Kingdom construction and overhauls 
take place in the same shops and the only difficulty at Kanchrapara is that we 
have got to do rather more overhauls than we haa expected and therefore we 
had to modify the p’l.ms to a large capacity 

An Honourable Member: When will you produce the first engine in these 
Kanchrapara works? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I will tell you in a moment At 
Tatanagar, as my Iriend the Financial Commissioner said, the arrangement with 
Tatas is that they will produce blue prints by October 1946 and engines two- 
years after Therefore, they are due to produce engines about October 1948 
The piogr.unme m the Kanchrapara works, where we are rather slower m 
going ahead, is to produce 30 complete engines in 1949, 60 the next year and 
then to work up to 80 jn the next year or two That is what we hope to 
achieve in addition to a heavy programme of permanent overhauls 

I would just like to make one point about engine construction You might 
say that this is not an entirely new industry to this country We have made 
them at Jama pur ind also at 4.]mei Our workmen arc used to boiler repans 
and, practically speaking, to making almost every part of an engine What is new 
is to &et up an entirely new woiks devoted primarily to engine construction 
In the past as in the case of Ajmer and Jamalpui, the works were primarily 
devoted to oveihauls and only incidentally to construction and veiv often to 
constiuction largely from parts imported from abroad We hope in these 
new works to manufacture almost every part in this country instead of, as in 
the past, importing large portions from abroad and merely assembling them irt 
this country 

1 think I have answered all the points except the point of my Honourable 
friend Sir Mohammad Yanun Khan, who could not wait for the answer He 
asked why did the Government go ahead with engine works at Tatanngnr whan 
the country wished the works to be Government owned 1 That was all gone 
into at the time and I think it was discuss* d on tlje floor of the House—certainly 
it was mentioned in my budget speech either of last year or the year before 
last year I think—and no senous exception was taken to the policy then The 
reason why we went ahead with Tatanagar was that we wanted to avoid delay 
At Tatanagar we had these Penmsular shops which had been working for the 
manufacture of armoured vehicles We found they could be released for boiler 
manufacture and we had on the spot the Tata firm with all their supervising 
experience Wahad there steel and we could, therefore go ahead at once so we 
entered into this arrangement with them in order to get boiler and engine 
manufacture going quickly It is the quickest way we could do it and we 
did it One of the governing fa#lors was that we very badlv needed thi 
boilers as a war measuie and, as I mentioned the other dav, we hope to get 
these boilers in the very near future They should be coming out of the shops 
almost immediately 

I think I have covered all the points and I hope I have satisfied the House 
that we are really going ahead in earnest and that these engines will come out 
of the shops and that everything that is possible is being done both by the 
Government and by the firm of Tatas to get the results as quickly as possible 

Of the subject of wagons a-s the mdustiv is already adequate for the 
country's need and is fully kept with work, I do not think there is really anv 
further to be said I trust the House is satisfied that everything possible la 
bang done to meet the situation 

Mr President: The quest’on is 

“That the demand under the head {Railway Board' be reduced by Re 100 " 
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‘That the demand under the head ‘Railway Board’ be reduced by Rs 100 ’ 

I move this cut motion With the dual (jbject, firstly, with a view to con- 
centrite the attention of the House upon a question of great importance, name¬ 
ly, the suffering of third class passengers, and, secondly, because the attitude 
of tht railway administration has been utterly callous and indifferent to the 
suffering ot the lower class passenger It li, indeed, regrettable that in these 
civilised times we hare still to hear ‘from the Honourable the Leader of the 
House that he is not armed with a magic wand by which he can change over¬ 
night, the miserable state of affairs that prevails throughout the country >n 
respect of the sufferings, miseries and tortures to which the lower class passen 
gus are subject throughout the length amd breadth of India It is all the more 
regrettable because it is the third clais passenger who is the best patron, bene- 
factoi and pay-master of the Railway administration It is a proposition which, 

1 lespectfully submit, cannot seriously be disputed by the railway administra¬ 
tion 

The hguresf as has been revealed by the latest official report of the Railway 
Komi i icain prove that out of the 7b iroies and b4 lakhs that come iq£o the 
coffeis of the railway administration from passenger traffic, the contribution of 
the third class passengers has been no less than 58 crores and 88 lakhs That 
is even dining these abnormal times when according to the speech of the Hon¬ 
ourable tlie Railway Member, the contribution from the superior class passen¬ 
gers has risen by 35 per cent even then it is the lower class passengers who 
aie contributing no less than 80 per cent of the~Total ( revenue from - the passen¬ 
ger traffic of railways If we look to the number of passengers that travel 
yeai aftei y ear, we find that in the last vear, 1944-45, no less than 91 crores 
travelled bv third class as compared to 5 crores 88 lakhs of all the three supe- 
noi classes, including Inter class Notwithstanding ,this fact, we find the 
Hoi curable the Railway Member admits the deplorable state of affairs ite 
also admits the difficulties the toituies and miseries to which the lover class 
pnsseiigets arc subject, but he says, 1 am helpless, I cannot help because the 
conditions cannot be changed overnight, I am not a magician, I. have no magic 
wand I ask Sn, whether after a century of continual exploitation to which 
the travelling public has been subject, this deplorable state of affairs should be 
continued any longer We mast admit this is due to hopeless mishandling of 
railway finances 

You will obseive that as early as 1937, a committee enquired into this and 
its definite finding is that as the lower class passengers pay 92 per cent, of the 
total passenger traffic revenue, it should be the definite policy of railway admi- 
rmt ratoon to increase their comforts and conveniences m future Let us see 
what nns been done by the railway administration from 1937 to 1946 I 
submit with all the emphasis at my command that there can be only one 
answei, namely, „ that the conditions have steadily deteriorated The lot of 
third class passengers has become much worse, in fact this is even admitted 
in thf Budget speech by the Honourable Railway Member I cannot admit 
the argument that conditions cannot be improved According to the closing 
remarks of Honourable the Railway Member it will take, at least 15 years to 
improve the conditions, if I have fallowed him conectly 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: No Sir , 

Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhargava: The last vter has proved, if proof was 
necessary what human ingenuity could do to overcome difficulties and to 
improve conditions If you are really sincere, if you are earnest, and if you 
ire really enthusiastic to solve the problem, you can tackle it These third 
class passengers have been subject all along to systematic exploitation by the 
'ailway ndmmistratmn While they are the leal pay-masters put of their 
income, they are exploited by the superior class passengers as well a« by the 
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top heavy railway adm initiation It is a wonder to me whv the Railway admi¬ 
nistration should say they cannot change the conditions overnight The ques¬ 
tion is have you ever tried seriously to solve this pioblem with a sympathetic 
and with a real desire to change the conditions ? I respectfully submit, it has- 
never been done and it will neveS be done until and unless all the th rJ class 
travelling pubnc join together into a Union and give notice of a strike and bang 
about the same state of affans as hits been brought about in othei concerns 
The entire railway machinery will then be paralysed, if tomonow the third 
class passengers decide not to travel in lailways tor "some time, because, it is 
they who feed the administration The gnevances of third class passengers 
aie t-- olil is the i \ stence of i ulvvavs themselves They have been ventilating 
thu, grievances m the press and on the p atform and" they have also urged 
for their redress on the floor of this House year after year Notwithstanding 
that nothing has been done beyond making hollow piomises, couched in sugar 
coated language, and nothing has been achieved 

Lfl us now examine if their conditions are sought to be improved m any 
wav during the Budget veai 1946 47 I am surpused that even in this Budget 
nothing tangible has been mentioned on which the people can rely I assume, 
it will be answered that a sum of no less than 76 lakhs 64 thousand have been 
provided m this Budget for public amenities But is there any guaiantee- 
that this sum which has been provided m the name of public amenities will be 
utilised for lower class passengers whose claims and whose needs are definitely 
greeter than that of the upper class passengers It is just possible that the 
entire sum will be spent by the lailwav administration towards impiovmg the 
rmemties of superior class’ passengers, towards making the first and second 
olas‘ carnages comparatively more comfortable or even converting all ot them 
into an conditioned coaches as has been suggested in the Railway Budget So 
far as third class carnages aie concerned, it has been said that improved types 
ot carnages are being made We do not know' when these carnages are likely 
tc be run In the Explanatory Memorandum attached to the Budget, it is said! 
that about 290 carriages most of them broad gauge carnages will be constiueted 
We dc not know whether all of them will be of improved design Then again 
it is not said whether these carnages will be run on lines before the expiry of 
this year Perhaps they may not come into existence at all Then what will 
these 290 carnages do when we find that more than thirty thousand carnages 
are already in existence and are needed foi use dailv on the railways? If the- 
process goes on at this late it mean? that third class passengers must wait for 
anot.hei sixty years before their lot can be improved 1 submit that this is 
nothing but bungling the entire business His needs are so great and his 
troubles are so acute that immediate relief is necessary and it cannot be defeired 
for any number of years,—whethei it is 15 years or fifty years 

The misery and trouble of tEe third class passengers begins from the time 
ho comes to the booking window for having a ticket and lasts until he reaches 
his destination At the booking window he has to go hours before the tram 
is due to leave because he is not sure if he will be able to buy a ticket and 
if he is of a frail constitution he will either have to go without a ticket or 
take the help of a police constable or a bully who can alone help him And 
what about the waiting shed? It is extreme.y dirty, there is no latrine or 
washing-place or bathroom, and if a passenger has to put up there at night 
while breaking a joumev, he runs the risk of being robbed by pickpockets or 
thieves And these sheds are so dirty because they are easily accessible to 
dogs and all kinds of cattle Then when he goes to the platform he has to 
make a big struggle to get into the compartment and he has to get in somehow 
or other He very often has not got the space to sit down or even to stand, 
and we know that sometimes he performs a long journey by standing on the 
footboard, so much so that a law was made making it punishable But he 
has to travel on the footboard even at the usk his, life because he has to perform 
the journey somehow Then m the compartment itself you find overcrowding 



to the point of suffocation Cases of heatstroke are fairly frequent in many 
trains in hummer If a passenger has to go to the latrine a, light mV com¬ 
partment which has no light or very little light, you tan imagine the state 
of things he is confronted with The latrine itself is very small, only 2£ ft bv 
2$ ft , and it is with great difficulty that one can get into it, and for a fat 
maa the trouble is ad the greater # 

Then the third class passengei, according to the railwav administration, 
has perhaps no claim to travel by fast trains In my own province of Ajmer 
ue find that even on tiams limning on metre gauge the third clat,s passenger 
in older to secure a seat in a mail tram must pay extra f ire 

Mr President The Honourable Member has just oue minute more 
Pandit Mukut Bihah Lai Bhargava While the Fiw and Second Cass pus 
sengers can travel in fast mail trams without paying anything extra, there is 
no leason why the thud class passenger should he asked to pay extra What 
is the leason for this differential treatment to the third class passengei 7 There 
are tiams like the B B & C I Mail and the Front er Mail which have no 
third class carriages 1 submit that tins distinction is unjust 

Then, Sir, several trains which used to be tun formerly have now been 
stopped i^id I want an assurance from the Ti insport Member that of these 76 
Jukhs of rupees provided in the Budget at least 90 per cent should go to the 
thud class passengeis and to the amelioration of fm condition Then there is 
awfu paucity of watei it the stations as also ot good food I submit these 
arc ordinaly amenities m modem tunes, and these should be provided And 
if thev do not undeitake to piovide these things they will be made to under 
teke them Sir, I move 

Mr President Gut motion moved 

That tha demand undu the head Railway Boaul In leuuai Lv Rs 100 
Khan Bahadur Z&far Hosam Khan (Government ol India N'omnund Ofh 
cial) Sir, the major inconvenience that my Honounbic ftiend has refolded to 
results from overcrowding Almost every railwav adnunistrition m the world 
in the be’ligerent countries as well as in the neutral countnes has had to face 
this cvercrowdmg and has seen a continuous and unpiecedenhd mciease m 
their passenger traffic during the war In all countries dnectly nffpcted by the 
war this vast mciease in traffic has hod to be worked with < onsiderabh (urtail 
ed tram services India has been no exception to it and it is possible that 
conditions of travel m certain parts of this country h m her n is b id as else 
where in the world During the war quite a lot of propaganda was undertaken 
by Government to reduce unnecessary tiavel, but it did not have much effect 
The passenger travel in terms of passenger miles, apait from unlit nv specie's, 
is now nearly 2J times the pre war figure The remedv of eoursi w more coach¬ 
ing stock It hirs also been mentioned that railwav administrations should put 
more coaching stock into use As stated bv the Honounbic the Wir Transport 
Member in his speech while introducing the Kailway Budget the improvement 
of coaching stock position is one of the major t isks f roiways m the next tew 
years During the war it was quite impossible foi the railwav s to build their 
own coaching stock or even to obtain additional laiingts from outside sources 
However, as soon as some materials became avulaVe the rulwivs commenced 
building on any underframes they could c611ect, and I rnnv lcpeat what the 
Honourable the War Transport Member said the other dn\ that absolute 
priority has been given to the construction of lower ehu-s coach me sto< k We 
have been able to obtain about 300 underframes both of broad gauge and 
metre gauge, and these with all spare underfiames wiP he utilised for the earlv 
increase of lower class passenger stock It will not take us fifteen vears, as 
has been'alleged by the Honourable Mover to build this stock oi to nnple 
ment our present stock of coaching vehicles But t < an not also he done 
overnight It must take time and it wi’l not he verv long 

Then my Honourable fnend, Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai has lefetred to the 
inconvenience of the third-class passengers at the hooking offices At some 
stations, it is true, that there is a great deal of overcrowding opposite booking 
offices, and at most of those stations, Railway Administrations have put up 
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barrier' in order to teach the queue habit It has met with considerable 
success, and I think that in course of time that unnecessaiy overcrowding 
opposite ticket windows is bound to diminish 

He then referred to the difficulties, of latrines In the new’ coaching stock 
that vw are building, latnnes will be df much better type, and now that the 
woikshops have been duet ted to the overhaul and lepairs of coaching stock, 
as this stock conies m to the shops, efforts wil 1 be made to improve the 
latrines 

That is all 1 have to &a\, bir 

Mr Ahmed £ H Jafler Sir, 1 rise to support the cut motion of my Honour¬ 
able fuend, Pandit Mukut Bihan Lai Bhargava, with regard to inconvenience 
ol passengers travelling on the Hallways I must say that I have lead with 
inteiest the speech ot the War Transport Member introducing the Railway 
Budget and I congrituhtc him on his promises and assurances of doing this 
and that when the time comes which, I hope, will come sooner than later, 
but ti'l then the position of the passengers remains what it is today I am 
afraid the position t-> going horn bad to worse I wish the Honourable the 
War Transport Membei had told us or given us some idea as to the period 
when tht situation will impiove and when the proposals which he hub laid down 
in his speech would take effect Of course his proposals are very good on 
paper, and we are ljoking foiward to that day when these plans will fructifv 
and when his proposals wil 1 take actual shape 

The story of the difficulties of travelling of these third-class and uppei class 
passengers—and I will fust deal with the difficulties of third-cluss *passcugers 
—is a Sad story, and indeed it is an old story This question has been dis¬ 
cussed m this House \tu in and \ear out, but 1 inu6t saj that things have 
not improved m any w tv Tht question of third class passengtis is lather 
very unfortunate I am proud and happy to say that I had the good 'uck of 
travelling in third class when upper class accommodation was not available 
and from my own experience I tan say that one has to sit with hands and legs 
folded The position is inthei disgraceful, and I*hope the railway authorities 
would look into the question at an early date This is not a question that 
concerns one province or another It is an al 1 India question and needs to be 
remedied immediately 

Sir, there is no use moving these cuts because ^he cuts are passed and 
tne Government knows for certain that the Demands will be certified by the 
Governor General, and the officials will receive their salaries I think it is 
rather a criminal waste of time unless our recommendations are accepted and 
attention is paid to them Tn the vear 1908, 8ir Thomas Robert, who was 
Special Railway Commissioner recommended specia 1 measures In 1916—as 
I have said it is an old story—the Sanitary Commissioner of the Government 
of India submitted his report In that report he said 

“The C!ov ornment of India can hardlv be aware of the amount of ill feeling and ill will 
towards themselves that these two c< nditions, namely overcrowding of ordinary trains, 
and pilgrimage specials ’’ 

After that in 1920 21 the Railway Committee saul 

“Thi view his been urged upon ui Jhat 3rd class pat-sengers suffer lelntivelj more than 
other usets of Railways fiom lack ot adequate facilities and that though they (ontribute 
by fir greiter part of the coaching earnings and nearly l/3rd of the whole revenue then 
requirements hive received less attention than those if organised traders and more local 
class of passengers ’’ 

The income received by Government from the third-class earnings last year 
was greater by 18 tunes than the 1st and 2nd class earnings Similarly the 
number of persons travelling was 90 times greater* than those of the upper 
classes In view of all this, I appea 1 to the Railway Board to see that the 
grievances of the tliird-class passengers are redressed and special attention is 
paid to their grievances 

It is no use denying the fact that third-class passengers have got to come 
to the railway stations 8 hours earlier to get their tickets In most cases they 
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vretum disappointed and several times they have to buy tickets in the ^lack- 
market On more than one occasion I have seen that they have to sleep on 
footpaths a night before m order to get their tickets next morning 

With regard to waiting rooms for third-class passengers, the position is very 
bad indeed They are overcrowded Most of the waiting rooms on sideway 
st it ions have no roofs, no arrangement tor water, no lighting arrangements, 
and no latrines In the trains there are no fans In his speech the Honour- 
ab'e the War Transport Member made no reference to fans in third class 
compartments, though there is a reference to inter-class I hope third class 
passengers will also have the good luck of enjoying fans in summer 

Then, Sir, I would like to refer to the question of third-class passengers 
being denied the facility of travelling by mail trams In the Frontier Mail, for 
instance, we have no third c'ass bogies Third-class passengers are really the 
people who need trave ling quicker because they cannot find loom to sleep on 
the journey If arrangements are made for them to travel by mail trains, they 
will be able to reach their destination quickly and they will not have to spend 
•their times sitting in the tram at night 

Same are the difficulties of Inter-class passengers 1 know that in the 
mfer-c’ass compartments the position is worse still, passengers are packed like 
sardines, and most of them have to keep standing all the time I hope addi¬ 
tional inter-class coaches will be attached on all the trains, or some other 
arrangement will be made to redress this grievance also 

Now I come to the question of upper-class passengers s difficulties The 
second class compartments are over-crowded Tickets are issued for more 
passengers than the seating accommodation can provide I hope this wi’l not 
be done I have seen that many passengers have to sleep on the floor and in 
most cases they cannot get accommodation even after buying the tickets There 
is no light m the bathrooms We now see heavy imports of bulbs in India, 
'but 1 regret to say that even today, at any rate on the G I P and the 
B , B and C I we ha\e no bulbs m the bAthrooms of 2nd class compartments 
In 1st class bathrooms bulbs have come on the scene in some cases, but 
lighting arrangement in 1st and 2nd class compartments should be unproved 
Waiting rooms are not well furnished, bugs are in plenty At times there is 
no servant and the waiting rooms remain locked and the kevs are kept by the 
Btation Master There is no light m the waiting rooms at night 

I fail to understand this when railways like the Nizam State Hallways have 
all the comforts and conveniences and they have always had them during the 
wai I have travelled by those trains and whether you take the fust, second 
■or third class compartments or their bathrooms, you will find bulbs everywhere 
They have better arrangements And here we are told that "the war is on 
and due to war conditions we are not able to see to the comforts of the passen¬ 
gers*’ I wish Government wou’d follow the good example of the Nizam State 
Ifailway 

Consideiing .the difficulty of the passengeis, may I appeal to the Honour¬ 
able Members, particularly to the railway officials and the Honourable Members 
of the Executive Council to do away with trave'lmg in saloons I remember 
when the Congress Governments came into power, Ministers used to travel m 
second class compartments They had four berths Saloon travelling was 
done away with T say that until times are better, until the situation im¬ 
proves I feel that the travelling in saloon bv the highest railway officials and 
even the Executive Councillors should be done away with Once I saw ft 
Member of the Nizam Executive Council, Honourable Mr Syed Abdul Azeez, 
Law Member offer his saloon to the military officers to travel from Hyderabad 
to Bombay when accommodation was>overerowded If these saloons wffiich are 
lying idle oould be turned into railway compartments and if Honourable 
Members yhen travelling cou'd divide part of their saloons I think the position 
could be remedied and I think the other passengers would be able to have 
some accommodation to travel by those, saloons 
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1 come to the question ot letnmg rooms lor the passengers In station* 
like Bombay and Delhi and Ajmere we have retiring rooms 1 suggest that the 
question of retiring rooms m other stations should be considered, because m 
many stations there are no hotels It there are retiring rooms the difficulties 
of passengers could be remedied Where there are such rooms, most of them 
aie kept for railway official J suggest that the use of these rooms by railway 
officials should be discontinued They should occupy their own railway quar¬ 
ters Once in Bombay when I went tor a retiring room, I was told that under 
ihe orders of the Chief Traffic Managei the entire six retiring rooms were 
reserved for the railway officials foi three days because they were leaving for 
England Where are the passengers to stay for three days? I am not Lom- 
p’aming of the railway officials on dutv at the V T who are always 
courtious and obliging but the oiders from above compelled them to refuse 
the passengers 

Mr President The Honourable Mcinbci has one minute left 
Mr Ahmed £ H Jailer Then 1 will bring to the notice of the authorities 
the difficulties of lady passengers tuvellmg by train I have noticed that m 
passenger trains theie are no conipurtmcnts reserved for lady passengers I 
hope they will make arrangements to see that m passenger trains we li.ue 
railway compartments reseived foi ladies 1 do know that in the mail trains 
thev have, but not in the passenger trains 

Then I wou'd refei you to tlie question of dir conditioned coaches Now 
that the summer is coming, if some of the coaches could be air conditioned— 

I dc not suggest that additional (caches should be imported if they could be 
the better, but air conditioning should be encouraged and while there arc air 
eonrlitioned coaches for the first (lass, I suggest the second class passengers 
should not be denied the right of having air conditioned coaches Thev are 
prepared to pay the extra charge of Rs 12 8 from Bombay to Delhi if you could 
turr the second class compartments attac hed to I class Air conditioned coaches 
m the Frontier Mail, this wi'l be welcomed by II class passengers 

Now to the question of catering on trains and the wav the food is sold on 
the railwav station, I shall deal with the question of food sold for the third 
class passengers I wish the Government, before giving licenses to the food 
vendors would make compulsory that they would be medically examined once 
a week or so There should be some sort of medical arrangement for inspec¬ 
tion In some cases they sell their food without cover We see a lot of flies 
on the food This creates cholera If the medical authorities are asked in the 
station to examine this, I think the position will impiove Similarly the ques¬ 
tion of catering for fiist and second class passengers is far from satisfactory l 
differ m one respect from my Honourable friend, Mr' Nauman I do not know 
whether the Government could do that job better If thev could, we are pre¬ 
pared to give them a trial In anv case the condition should improve I know 
that on the North Western Railw ly the present contractors supplied aerated 
waters which contained germs I am told the report about this is being pursued 
I hope all these things will be remedied 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member’s time limit is over 
SJt. B 8. Hiray (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) I 
rise to support the cut motion While doing so, I, as a back-bencher in this 
House, take great pride in getting this chance to ventilate the grievances of 
the back-benchers of the railway—I mean the third class passengers 

Sir, the agony and torture of the third class passengers is beyond descrip¬ 
tion The treatment meted out to them is most disgracefu 1 and the indifference 
with which their grievances are looked into is most callouB The culpable 
negligence of the tailwav authorities in this respect is beyond explanation and 
deserves strong condemnation Sir, the miserable lot of the third class passen¬ 
gers is heard in this House year after year The miseries of the lower class 
passengers are as old as the rai’way# Tt was expected that the end of the 



THE RAILWAY BUbClET—LIST OF DEMANDS ~ 1485' 

company rule of the railways will abolish the miseries of these passengers but 
i'ip expectations have proved to be men wishful thinking Each year in thia 
House a cut is moved and earned Every year the hardships to which the third, 
class passenger is put are described with vehemence and force The difficulty 
in getting the ticket, luck of accommodation m the trams, the lack of sanitary 
conditions on the station and m the tram, the lack of good water supply, wait¬ 
ing rooms and proper food arrangements are each yeai vividly described 
The overcrowding in the third c'ass is notorious The getting m and the- 
getting out of the third class compartment is an ordeal m itself But still the¬ 
ft ail wav Member is not moved 

Sir the Bui wav Board has done nothing to better the lot of the low'er class- 
passengers Le-t \enr when this point was debated the Government spokes¬ 
man one Col Y\ igstaff, who looked at railvvavs as a business concern, assured 
this House that better coaches are being provided and every effort is being 
mndo to provide amenities to the lower c'ass passengers A year has since 
passed but the matters have not at all improved The Honourable the Rail- 
ivav Member also had assured this House last year that c vervthmg possible will 

he done, but the position has still deteriorated and the third class passengers, 

as \isu%l remuin the most neg'ected client of the railway 

Sir, ui the Upper House the Chief CommisMonei of Hallways has stated 
th<it during war tune the lailwav workshops, among other things, constructed 
tw'enty five ambulance cats out of which seventeen were air conditioned If 
Bus 's (rue, Sir, it means that the railwnv admmisliation has the staff and- 
th skill to construct the suitable coaches for the third class passengers also 
Bin it seems that they have not the will to improve the lot of the third class 
passengers and hence this callous neglect 

Tt is only the road competition that has forced the nulway administration 
to pay some attention to the amenities of the third class passengers (Interrup¬ 
ts >8) The Wedgwood Committee came to the rescue of the Railway Board, 
and suggested control of road traffic This House agreed to the proposal of road, 
coutiol by passing the Motor Vehicles Act with the hope tha* if the railway 
earnings increased the lot of the third class passengers will be unproved But 
r it is strange to find that though the railway income has increased ov 

PM 100 pei cent the lot if tlmd class passengers has still furthei 

deteriorated 

While controlling the road traffic now, the Government further thinks- 
thut they should also ‘monopolise the road services so that they may rule- 
supreme in this ttansporl business throughout this country Monopoly busi¬ 
ness Sir, whether of an individual or of a corporation or of a state, unless ifc 
is i democratic state is harsh and will squeeze the public Therefore this 
House wiP not agree to this Government monopolising all the transport busi¬ 
ness that wav 

While describing the hardships of the lower class passengers one cannot 
help criticising the luxuries provided to the upper class passengers They have 
special ticket houses, they have special accommodation they have special 
waiting rooms, special dinner rooms and dinner coaches attached to the trains 
Ci'd above all they get preferential treatment from the rai'wav staff It has 
>ieen proved beyond doubt that this particular class of tiavel is subsidised bv 
the lower class traveller The Wedgewood Committee has stated that the 
Deccan Queen is a 'osing proposition The war has to some extent improved’ 
uhe matter But war transport is subsiding, and it must be remembered 
further, that this’boom period will also not 'ast long 

| At this stage Mr President vneafed the Chair which was then occupied* 
bv Mr Deputy President (Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan)] 

Moreover, many times we see that many people travel by upper class today 
through helplessness, as they find it difficult to get into the third class com¬ 
partments Usually a man purchases a third class ticket and when he finds- 
that there is no accommodation in the third class or fhat he cannot effect am 
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mto the third class compartment, he gets mto the second class com- 
i^Wtmfint and then pays the excess fare This has to some extent raised the 
•earnings of the upper class, but still the income from the lower class fares is 
nearly 80 per cent of the passenger tiaffic income This higher income from 
upper classes wil' not last long and the honourable Member for War Trans¬ 
port therefore must look to the lower class traveller as his chief supporter and 
-abstain from subsidising the upper classes 

This time the Hail way Board has kept aside a fund of 15 crores known as 
the Betterment Fund but that fund is not meant for third class amenities 
only as is generally understood m this House or outside This fund has its 
own history In February 1945 the Standing Finance Committee expressed the 
view that “steps were necessary towards building and adequate leserve during 
years of prosperity for financing the amenities to lower class travellers, expendi¬ 
ture on which is not likely to be remuneiative ’ Accordingly taking into 
oousideration this recommendation, the Government has decided to form a 
separate fund not only for third class passengers amenities but amenities of all 
the passengers, and on works connected with staff welfare and on certain other 
classes of works which cannot be lemunerative It seems that these l* crores 
which have been set aside are not only meant for third class passengers’ amem 
ties but also for better coaches for upper classes^ and better stations may be also 
constructed out of it 

Mr. Deputy President. The Honourab'e Member's time is up 
S]t. B. 8 Hlray I want two or three minutes more, Sir, to finish my 
speech 

You will be surprised to observe Sir that still lower class passengers are 
huddled m goods wagons 1 have a letter from tlio President of the Chamber 
of Commerce, Sangali that on tie 14th of this month people travelling on thj 
Barsi Light Railway were huddled in goods wagon-, men women and children 
together Last year the War Transport Membei wanted to know whether 
goods wagons were still being used for passenger traffic Here is definite 
information in that respect Will the Honourable Member look into it and see 
that such brutal treatment does not continue any longer? The President of 
the Chamber of Commerce, Sangali wiites that it is high time that the 
Barsi Light Railway is taken over by the Government I commend the same 
to the Honourable Member • 

I am informed that some trains are out of bounds for military pei sonne’ 
Military men with all the respect that they desfive have added more to the 
hardships of the lower class passengers No sooner the train reaches the 
platform than these people burst open the door, throw their luggage and them¬ 
selves into the train not even c.ircing whether anyone inside is hurt or injured , 
Once he gets m he occupies a whole berth even if need be by force If it is 
•true that military personnel are not to travel m the coaches leserved for 
civilians or that some trains are prohibited for them, will it not be, wise, for 
the convenience of the civilian passengers, to mention the same in the railway 
"timetables 

Similarly this scandal of obtaining tickets at big stations can also be huma 
nised You have advertised that the booking offices will be open for 24 hours 
but that is not done Most of the time the booking offices are closed and ate 
opened hardly an hour before the tram’s arrival If you can by experience 
come to a conclusion on the average issue of tickets and fix a quota, T am 
certain that the miserable queues can ba avoided and pub’ic torture spared 
The amount allotted for public amenities is still negligible. No provision is 
made to relieve the overcrowding The programme of building coaches is not 
speedv enough T do not know whether the Honourable Member has any idea 
of runnihg more trains to relieve the traffic but there seems to be no “hope of 
that It comes to this, that the lower class travel will be ns it is for a ve&r 
or more Hence Sir, I support the cut 
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. T gj? Idward Be&Uull: Sir, we all of ua know only too well 
™ ""“fSj!? ^Tto^dwHu of u» deplore Out they ehould era* 
have been » drfSooIt during d» war 
rimk O.' tort thing that I oJ do tb» Jteraoon » to give the Houee «*j» 
information regarding the progreM that haa been made toward! a return to the 
normal and the sort of programme that we have m view for effecting the 


improvement 

My Honourable friend the Member for Bombay Southern Division Militant - 
nnd.m iiur.il, uskui when we sh >ulii expect <m linpiovement Soon after 
V J Day we took the matter in hand and we put on altogether about 665 
trains with a dailj increased tram mileage of over 39,000 miles, 39,000 miles 
a day of tiain mileage That must have afforded relief to a verv large number 
ot peop'e We Were able to do that despite the fact that we have only had 
back from tfoe military between VJ Day and the let Januarj something like 
102 coaches on the broad gauge and about a dozen on the metre gauge I 
mi ntiomyi in nij Budget spi u h ton ther< wuo no fewer than 1,J66 broad 
uuigc ind 419 metir gmu <ouches still with the military, 1,366 broad gauge 
coaches as against 102 we have got back so far and 416 metre gauge coaches 
as against a dozen oi «o tint we have got. back so far When these come 
back to us and we have reconditioned and put them into service, it is quite 
dear that a very great improvement will take place in passenger travel 
Maulana Zafar All Khan (East Central Punjab Muhammadan) When 
are you hkely to get them’ 


The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall l was just going to mention that 
Everybody is anxious to know that—we aie just as anxious as my Honourable 
friend to know when we are likely to get those back The answer is that they 
will begin coming back befoie veiy long, and the reason for their not coming 
back faster is this Only rtcently are we beginning to receive back from over¬ 
seas, from the Fai tfi »->i I n_c minibus ot troops who went on service in those 
Louutiies overseas Tliev arc now coming back at the rate of something like 
40,000 a month, and all those troops have to be earned, largely up to the north 
of India, every month In addition to that there are all the troops which 
have to be brought back from the Burma frontiers and from all over India 
bqck to their homes to be demobilised, come fiom Bengal to Madras or wher¬ 
ever they happen to live There are also laige numbers of men still serving in, 
India who have to have their ordinary routine leave The result is that there 
are still verv large numbers of soldiers still requiring to be moved But it is 
a gtnduallv decreasing number os demobilisation goes on and so we have strong 
Jiopes, as i result of looking into this programme for moving these troops, that 
hp shall begin getting back substantia] numbers of vehicles from April on¬ 
wards From that date the military demands will begin to deciease, until they 
gradually fade away into practically nothing when we shall hope to get back 
the bulk of the vehicles which are now with them It is quite clear that this 
hi!' make an enormous difference to the conditions of civilian travel Not only 
tint We are taking other steps to provide new coaching stock, apart from the 
stock that wc arp getting back fiom the artnv It was mentioned that some¬ 
thing like 216 broad gauge underframes and 94 metre gauge frames or 310 
altogether are expected from Australia, and bodies*will be built on them as 
soon as they arrive In addition to that, we have 165 broad gauge underframes , 
in hand being fitted with bodies in the railway workshops, and we have 83 
metre gauge underframes now bemg fitted in the railway workshops In our 
1946-47 programme we have 278 broad gauge and 168 metre gauge coaches on 
the programme The orders for these underframes have not vet bren placed 
but so far as Dossible indigenous resources will provide them 

That gives some detail of what we are doing m this country now to provide 


carnages 

T mentioned the other day m the House what our long term programme 
was and said that over a period of years our annual rwmSwwv.—*- ’ 
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451 metre gauge—costing 4 cions a year # That is our forward programme I 
think that, if you will consider those facts and bearing in mind that as soon as 
possible we shall fat the new type of carriage with easier sitting accommodation 
•and sleeping accommodation for third class, there will be a very steady appre¬ 
ciation in the qua'ity of travel, from the point of view both of room for the 
individual and of then comfort also 


1 sha'l just mention one or two other points The lighting position should 
definitely become better As I mentioned earlier on in answer to some ques 
tions, we ordered over 5 lakhs of bulbs for last year, but we got less than 4 
lakhs—we were 1J lakhs short, which explains why railway carriages aic still 
not as welTht as we had hoped For 1946 we have requirements of neailj 4 
lakhs of bulbs, but we have some hope of getting 7J lakhs, and if w,e get that 
figure of 1 ikhs our lighting problem should be a very different one by the 
end of the year 

As regards saloons, it was suggested that ministers m the provincial gouin 
ments used to tiavel 2nd class I suggest that if they did that they would 
not be able undei present conditions to do very much work en unite, and if i 
second class compartment was reserved for them, then they would be now ding 
out other second class passengers and creating still more pressure on the ivail 
able second class, because there are not extra coaches available and theufoic 
if they went into the second class they would be pushing out somebodv el < 
Railway servants have to travel in saloons because it*is their home foi the 
time they are out on tour The orders are that their use must bt reshicted u~ 
much as possible but their use does not make any difference to the convenience 
of other passengers because, as I said, they are not shutting out other eoachc-. 
and therefore if their saloons were not attached on necessary toms it would 
not make any difference worth while speaking about As regards the use o, 
saloons by higher officers, I may say that the Board have given up ill then 
saloons, excepting one for emergencies, and other high officers such as Piincipat 
staff officers have given up the use of their saloons also So to a largo extent 
have the General Managers, except when they have got to use them for their 
business Therefore in these days minimum use is made of saloons 

My Honourable friend Mr Hiray said that we had not revealed our pro 
gramme for coaching stock Well, I have revealed it as fullv as I possible 
can I do not think he can really want more figures than those T have given 
this afternoon He also said that m our road piogramme we were wanting to 
do away with competition between the road and mil That is not the cate We 
have made it perfectly clear that we want the road and the rail to compete m ' 
service, and I think mvsclf that if we can provide quite comfortable ini! io 
■commodation, you will find many people who now go by bus returning to the 
train When vou see the type of sitting accommodation we hope to fit it 
will be a certain advance over what the bus can provide and I am suie that 
many people will prefer to tiavel bv train rather than by the relatively uneotn 
fortable bus I am hoping that that will be so, but out whole objective is to 
get competition in service, but not competition by cutting the mtes, wh’Hi 
will mean in the end decreased service for th^ public 

In conclusion, the Honourable Member seemed to think that a good deal of 
the programme which I have given him is not one that is likely to be realised 
J do not know how to answer an Honourable Member whose criticism is entirety 
destructive I do not know how he can expect us to produce 10,000 carnages 
of an improved type out of the hat overnight He complains that this pro 
gramme has to be spread over a number of years Any practical man would 
realise that that would have to be the case I should be grateful for any 
suggestions as to how it could be speeded up In the course of his speech he 
referred to the 76 lakhs set aside for amenities to the public and he wanted an 
AsanrAnne that the bulk of that was to be spent on third class passengers Am 
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Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhargava' No 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall *[ thought not i think my Honour 
able friend is not really interested m my answer to his question The answer 
is this If he will look at page 17 of the Explanatoiy Memorandum, he will 
hn 1 the dot uls set out nudei ‘1 oi 10 heads ot how that monev is to be spent and 
on what railwius I have not got anv more details as to wlut percentage 
precisely *is to be spent on the third class passengers 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Non Muhammadan Rural) 
Why don't you travel m thud class one of these days and find out the amenities 
foi vourself? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall' When T travel 1 keep my eyes open 
Shri Sri Prakasa* Don’t do it You will incomenience so many passengers 
Other people will be crowded out 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 4nvwuv I can gne the assuring 
that the orders to the Railway Administrations ire that the i mem ties of ibe 
lower class passengers are to take priority and I should think that well over 
7*S per cent of this expenditure will probably be for the benefit of the third 
class passengers If you look at the provision for raised platforms particularly 
on the B , B ind C T and South India, it is difficult to sav how much of 
this is earmarked for third class passengers and how much for upper class 
\ou can only divide it up according to the number of heads travelling and of 
course the number of third class is 90 per cent or more 

Mr, P. K. Salve* What arrangements are you proposing to make for travel 
i* M ghts’ Aic von thinking of obtaining the type of the Pullman car or 
co u l.es as in America—for the comfort of long distance travellers at night? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: They are not exactly Ike the 
Pullmans in America The new design of third class coaches piovides a fitted 
seat which grves much more seating comfort than the bare board which a third 
class passenger had m the past and it also has folding backs which turn into 
three tiers of bunks which will provide for sleeping I have seen the new 
design If it is possible to get one for the Central Advisory Council to have a 
look at, I will try to do so 

Mr Tamizuddin Khan (Dace i cum Mviiiensingh Muhammadan Rural) 
Will the third class coaches that will be built henceforward be of new type’ 
H i\c vou got anv programme in the coming \ear? How many coaches of the 
new # tvpe are proposed to be built? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall* I have not got the details with me 
The carnages which are bemg put on to the underframes in the shops at the 
present moment are of the old improved type but not of the new type, 
because we have not got up to that stage but the whole of the new programme, 
as soon as possible will be turned over to the new type 

Mr. P K Salve' If not a Pullman car, is it going to be what I may term 
a Killman carnage? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I think I have covered all the points 

I should like however to mention one point The difficulties which we expenence 
on the Railways here are very similar to those which are bemg experienced ,n 
other countnes, especially in those countries which suffered from the war wh Q re 
travelling conditions are very bad indeed Even m regard to the railways in the 
Umtfed Kingdom, conditions are not at all yet up to the pre-war standard and 
only yesterday T received a copy of a newspaper from Home with an advertise¬ 
ment bv the “Big Four’’ railways pointing out to the public that to restore 
conditions to the pre-war level will take time but I do think that from the very 
near future onwards you will see a steadily improving position m all classes 
But I cannot promise vou that we shall get back to anything like^ pre-war 
standard for onmn T l " t 
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Sjt. B. S. Hir&y: May I know if some trams are prohibited for the travel of 
military personnel? 

Mr. Deputy President. No questions now This is not question time. 

The question is 

' That the demand under the Lead 'Railwiv Tioaid be reduced by 100” 

The motion was adopted s 

Demand No 11 Nfw Construction 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bentball Sir, I move 

Th it a sum not exieeding Hs 2,00,00 000 be granted to the Governor General in Ooumil 
to ddfrav the chaigrs which will come in course of payment daring the year ending the 
31st day of March 1947, in respect of ‘New Construction’ ” 

Mr. Deputy President Motion moved 

• fh it a sum not exceeding Rr 2,00,00,000 be granted to the Governor General in ('ouncil 
to defiaj the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending the 
31st dav of March, 1947, in respect of ‘New Construction’ ” 

Want of Policy m New Conitruction 

Sn A Karunakara Menon (West Coast and Nilgins Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Sn, I move 

"That the demand under the head ‘New Construction’ be reduced by Rs 100 ” 

It is well known that generally railways are constructed after a good deal 
of agitation on the part of the public and after elaborate inquiries conducted b\ 
the Government into the question of public utility, industrial and agncultuial 
possibilities and the tiaffic and financial prospects During the war seveial 
lines were dismantled for military requirements Therefore, but for the war 
these lines would have continued even now Under the circumstances, wh.it 
we would have expected is that, as soon as the* war was over, those lines which 
were lines of public utility would have been restored before any new lines were 
taken up for consideration Now, what do we find? We find from the proceed¬ 
ings of the meetings of the Standing Finance Committee for Railways (page 
159) that the Government have sanctioned traffic and engineering survev for 
56 new lines We are told on page 160 that the restoration o'f only two old 
lines was decided upon for 1946-47 A question was.recently put to the Honour¬ 
able the Railway Member about, the Shoranur-Nilambur Railway m the Malabar 
district That line was constructed about 25 years ago That line is only about 
30 miles in length The answer given by the Railway Member was that it hgd 
been decided not to restore the line I hope that that decision is only a 
temporary one and that it is likely to be changed in the light of the facts that 
would be brought before the Railway member and this assembly 

Now, it will be interesting to know how many crores or lakhs of rupees ha\ e 
been spent On this line That line was built after a great deal of consideration 
in a rugged country on account of the growth of industrial and commercial 
projects and also from a strategic point of view The land acquisition must 
have cost a good deal Now, there are railway buildings, railway budges and 
several other constructions They are there even now Only the rails have to 
be put and the telegraph wires to be installed But the Government say that 
they have decided not to restore the line It is impossible to understand: this 
attitude How much money has been wasted on that line? Are' those lands 
to be sold by public auction? It will be a huge waste of public money if the 
line is not restored Tt was after a great deal of investigation that this line was 
built How is it that after 25 years they thought that they had committed a 
mistake? What guarantee is there that if that line is not restored now, ihev 
will not he committing another mistake 9 Once these railway lines are limit, 
they create an economic change m the area Formerly people used to travel 
in those places by means of bullock carts and other kinds of conveyance Due 
to the construction of this line, all those things are gone People began to 
depend upon these railways for travel Now, after 25 years this line is abolished 

nfconla find it vortr difficult to travel because the outlook of the Deonle has 
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railway was built Both the Hindus and the Muhammadans of that locality are 
uneducated and some of them are of a turbulent nature It was on account of 
that also that the Government thought of constructing this line It had a 
great civilising influence upon the people of that locality Apart from that, I 
might say that this line will prove a great blessing and had proved a great 
blessing to the people Shoranur is at one end and Nilainbur is at the othei 
end Nilambur plays a great part in trade and is a centre of great com 
xnercial and industrial possibilities and importance Paper mills are being 
contemplated to be erected there It is very close to Gudalur in the Nilgin 
district It is a place noted for timber and the forest there is noted for 
its teak, bamboo and other forest produce Pykara scheme is about to 
be introduced also m the locality I mention all these things with 
regard to this line only as an illustration I am not pleading for any special 
line I am only saying from the general pomt of view what a huge waste of 
money there will be if such lines are not restored and new lines are built instead 
If this line is restored, it will connect Nilambur with the Cochin harbour also 
It will be pi great economic and trade value Is it not easier, is it not more 
profitable, is it not more important to restore these old lines before the Govern¬ 
ment venture into ‘‘fresh fields and pastures new”? A word with respect to 
new constructions also Preference ought to be given to those lines that had 
already been investigated and that had already been surveyed before any new 
line is contemplated The necessity of connecting Mangalore with Bombay 
either directly or by connecting it with the nearest railway station in the Mysore 
State leading to Bombay will suggest itself to anybody who looks at a Railway 
map of India People on the West coast have to come to the East coast to 
travel to the West coast north of Mangalore A connection with Mysore will 
entail only a distance of about 100 miles lb will be giving an opening for the 
Mysore State also to the sea There were schemes, if I am correctly informed, 
with respect to these lines but they have all been scrapped without any reason 
I understand that there was a scheme to take up the line from Mnugalore to 
Udipi also I do not know why it was given up Udipi is an important place 
and I do not know why the West coast is neglected like this On the whole, I 
might say that the Government is not doing the right thing in not restoring 
the old lines or in constructing the new lines without taking widei considera¬ 
tions into their notice TJie restoration of the old lines ought to be pursued 
first before thinking of constructing the 56 new lines that are being surveyed 
at present 

Sir, I move 

Mr. Deputy President: Cut mot on moved 
• ‘That the demand under the head ‘New Construction’ be reduced by Rs 100." 

Sreejut Rohini Kumar Choudhun (Assam Valley Non-Muhammadan) Sir, 
the other day when I was speaking on the Railway Budget, I drew the atten¬ 
tion of the Honourable Member m charge to certain special conditions Possibly 
I was far too realistic m my description of the inconvenience of third class 
passengers that it must have induced the Honourable the Railway Member not 
to touch on those grievances at all in his reply Today I am going to mention 
some of the grievances which relate to this particular cut motion As the time 
at my disposal is short, I will give mere headlines of what I want to say 
Later on if I find time, I will try to dilate on those points 

The Honourable the Railway Member is perfectly acquainted with the facts 
relating to the subjects on which I am going to touch and he will have no diffi¬ 
culty in replying to them, if ho is inclined to do so The first point is the exten¬ 
sion of the B & A Railway line from Rangapura north to Tezpu Secondly, the 
diversion of the B & A Railway line from Bonaigaon to Pandu, via Goalpara 
Thirdly, the construction of a bridge from the river Brahmaputra either at the 
point known as Jugigppa or Amingaon to Pandu Fourthly, the extension of 
the rjwlwey hne,,fj$m, ,Myn?,enBmgh to Pandu on the south bank of the nyer 
^rafcmWWrtra Tips, line, was purypyed long ago ^fthly, the restoration of 
til* tin* Shaistaganj to Hahiganj , and also the line from Sibsagar to Khwansr 
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There are two other minor points The stoppage of the passtnger tram at 
Kamakshya station for the benefit of,the pilgrims who come from all parts of 
India and the stoppage of the mail tram at Nalban station and to this atten¬ 
tion was drawn not only in my budget speech but also by my predecessor 
representing Assam on the floor of this House That is all I have got to oay 
and I do not wish to take up more time of the House 

Mi All Asghar Khan (Assam Muhammadan) Sir, I support this Motion 
I should like to say that it will be sheer injustice on the part of the Honourable 
the Railway Member to construct new lines before taking up the dismantled 
lines which were removed solely during the war Sir, where new lines are to 
be constructed, the people of that locality are not used to the railways If any 
new project is taken up and the old lines are not restored in the first instance, 
then the people of the locality from which the lines were dismantled will be 
put to a lot of discomfort and inconvenience Besides, trade also will suffer 
As it is people of that locality are passing through great difficulties So long, 
they had to bear it because of war and the needs of war were much greater 
than the needs of the people As soon as the war is over, it is only fan and 
just that the lines should be restored first In those places, the people were 
used to travelling in railways, trade also was flourishing because of the railway 
line Now suddenly if communication is cut off in those parts, it will 
be a great economic loss to the people of the locality It is true that railway 
lines should be increased for improvement of the country It will be conceded 
that it will increase railway income But you should not do it at the expense 
of some other locality where it already existed I submit you should construct 
both old and new lines If it is not possible at the moment to construct both 
at the same time than the old lines should be restored first before you think 
of constructing new lines Reconstruction of old lines will be much cheaper, 
as the railroad, etc , is already laid out, only materials are required to be taken 
back from the place to which they have been taken and only fitting is required, 
whereas the construction of new lines will cost much more m the shape of sur¬ 
veying the place and so on 

Here I want to mention one point which has already been mentioned by my 
Honourable fnend Sreejut Rohini Kumar Chaudhury and that is connecting 
Shaistaganj and Habiganj, especially because Habiganj is the subdivisions! 
headquarters Before the war there was a line connecting the two People had 
to go there to transact their business connected with courts I hope the 
Honourable Member will see that this line is restored to them at an early date 
for the sake of their travel convenience as well as for their trade facilities 'Hie- 
report I have got is that the material are not used and it is lying somewhere in 
Shaistaganj station If it is a fact it will be very easy to restore this line I 
will ask Government to reconstruct this line along with the other lines which, 
were dismantled during the war, and I hope the Honourable Member will see 
to this and take action as early as possible with a sense of justice I appeal 
to the House to support this 

Mr Tamizuddin Khan. Sir, I have full sympathy with the object of this 
motion, namely, that the old lines which have been dismantled or abandoned 
should be taken up as early as possible But it is difficult to support the view 
that no new surveys even should be taken up before all the old lines are restored 
That is a proposition which was made by the Honourable Mover and I cannot 
support that The country is yet undeveloped in many places so far as 
railways are concerned Take England, which m size is one-tenth of India, but 
we are ten times behind the lineage of England So I do not agree with the 
view of the Honourable the War Transport Member expressed m this House 
the other day that so far as new construction is concerned they will not enter 
upon, any large programme I think there is scope and demand for opening, 
manv more new lines However, I will riot deal with that I cannot support 
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lines are restored In Bengal, for example, the famine has shown the neces¬ 
sity of having new lines m many places, and unless these lines are taken up I 
think it will retard the development of # the country As the time is sWt I will 
not say any thing more I only give a qualified support to the motion 

Sri M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Sir, may I ask a question? Out of four 
thousand miles of rail which were dismantled during the war, I want to know 
how many have been restored, what is the programme foi restoration, what is 
the programme later on and what will be finally abandoned 

Pundit Thakur Daa Bhargava Sir, [ beg to press the claims of Pampat 
Gohana-Rohtak line which was dismantled during the war foi its being rc opened 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Sir, I will deal ripidly with the 
points raised and I will deal with them in order first of all with tho particular 
railways mentioned NVith regard to the Shoranur Nil unbur line, this was built 
as a strqfegic line originally, for causes arising out of the Mopl h rebellion It 
is now no longer required as a strategic line and theiefoie its icstoration is to 
be considered on purely commercial grounds It has always been an uneconomic 
line and, as far as wc can sec, always will be The question, therefore, before 
us is whether we should restore it as a comemence to the local people, with a 
perpetual loss to the rest of the country, or whethei we should ask for a 
guarantee from the people who are going to benefit, oi ilternatively,—a course 
that we are now considering,—whether we should adopt an alternative align¬ 
ment which looks like being more promising and more profitable, or last'y, 
whether we should not use the alignment of the railway and the bridges which 
exist for the purpose of building a road, which will be much cheaper, and use 
buses and lorries which are likely to take all the traffic offering That is the 
problem that we are faced with in one way or another all ovei the country, 
and what we are doing is to consult the provincial Governments We feel •'hat 
the provincial Government—m this case the Government of Madras—are the 
best people to judge whether the old alignment is desirable or a n^w align¬ 
ment or a road or what, and throughout the country we are now being largely 
guided by the views of the provincial Governments, because by that means 
we can also co-ordinate our railway construction and restoration with the road 
building programme What applies therefore to the Shoranur Nilambur lino 
applies right throughout the country 

With regard to my Honourable friends from Assam the first speakei Mi 
Choudhun seemed to me to be pressing simultaneously for the restoration of 
•ne or two lines and the building of several others That seems to go against 
the Resolution He wants them done simultaneously, whereas the Mover 
wanted restoration of the old lines, whether economic or uneconomic, to come 
first And*I respectfully suggest that Mr Choudhun and Mr Tamizuddin are 
correct and that the thmg to do is to look at it as a whole aDd not from the point 
of view of the particular local line concerned The total mileage of branch 
lines which were lifted and which the provincial Governments want to restore, is 
400 or thereabouts, and these are being taken in hand in accordance with the 
views of the provincial Governments As regards the Habiganj-Shaistaganj line 
which was referred to by two Honourable Members I find that it is proposed 
to be restored and restored in priontv The provincial Government have 
specially asked that that should be placed high on the programme and we are 
proposing to meet their wishes and get on with it, surveys for that purpose are, 
I believe, m hand at the present time On the B & A Railway there are two 
other projects,—the Moranhat-Khowanj and Amnura-Chapai-Nawabganj which 
it is also proposed to restore, the latter one also m priority These are cases of 
restoration that were asked for, the others mentioned are cases of new construc¬ 
tion 

Shri Srt Prakasa: What about the Jaunpur-Sultanpur-Lucknow and 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 1 have not got information about all 
ot them But I have a list covering what we are doing and 1 shall be pleased 
to show it to any one who wants to see it 

Sn M Anan th as ay an am Ayyangar May 1 know the total milage which it 
is contemplated to restore? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall' About four hundred miles 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. Out of four thousand? Kindly see page 
7 of the Chief Commissioner’s speech 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall' Yes four thousand miles were lifted 
and sent overseas or used in India, but they were not all branch lines by any 
means 

Sn M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar' How many were branch lines? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall It is difficult to say without notice 
A good deal of it was sidings, etc , 1 have a list here quite a good proportion of 
it is intended to be restored 

Sri M Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar What percentage? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: It is difficult to give it at short 
notice But I shall be happy to produce it 

I said in 1948 when we were discussing the Railway Budget that each of 
these projects for restoration will be considered on its merits at the time of 
6 restoration, just as the question of which lines should be picked up 

p M was considered on its merits when the need arose to pick them up 
In the mam it was the unremunerative lines which were lifted and of course 
they are likely still to be unremunerative The question before us is whether 
we should restore unremunerative lines immediately for the benefit of the local 
people rather than build lines which we believe to be very urgently required 
by the public as a whole It seems to me that there is no absolute principle in 
the matter whether you should restore an unremunerative old line or build what 
you believe to be a remunerative new line, and I see no reason at all why an 
unremunerative old line should have priority over an urgently needed new line 
If for instance you are wishing to open up a coal field or a coal area where a 
line is most urgently required having regard to the fact that the country is short 
of coal, surely that is more urgent than Restoring a line which must be a perpetual 
burden on the country to an area which could be equally well served by road 
with lorries and buses ' 

Shri Sri Prakasa* Have you dispensed with only unremunerative lines? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. The only remunerative one which was 
picked up was the Cawnpore-Khairada hne which it is proposed to restore for 
two reasons, first it is probably remunerative, and secondly it is a valuable 
alternative line to Cawnpore But, Sir, it seems to me that it you haye got, 
for instance, a new coal field, or if you are asked by a Provincial Government, 
as we have been in the Punjab, to build a line to a new dam site, then there 
seems to be a much greater urgency and it is a much better proposition than 
restoring an old unremunerative branch line 

Shri Sri Prakasa: But you must be very sure 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I don’t think that there can be much 
doubt about that when you have perhaps 16 or 16 years experience of paying 
out money on that branch line 

On the question of the merits of the motion, I cannot therefore agree with 
the impropriety*^ opening up npw jpnes fcqfore pj^ Jmps the 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) 
m the Chair 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS! 

Written Answers 

Renewal ob Fiaa \aws Licences withdrawn during August Disturbances 

502 *Prof N G Ranga (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased to s#ate how many licences for fire arms of a large number of bona fide 
citizens were cancelled dunng the August disturbances? 

(b) Was it done on the orders of the Government of India? 

(c) In how many cases were such cancellations made in different Provinces? 

(d) And to how many of such persons were the gun licences granted again 
after that emergency was over? 

(e) Is it the policy of Government not to renew gun licences which were 
withdrawn during the August disturbances? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne (a), (cl and (d) I have no inhumation on 
these points and the collection of the details asked for would involve an amount 
of laboui which would be dispioportionate to the results I place in the 
bhraiv, honexei, su< li liguies is T hive »u , paitioulars of the firearms in 
the possession of the public in 1941, 1942 and 1943 

(b) No 

(e) No 

tThe question hour foi the day having been dispensed with, the answers to the questions 
were laid on the table of the House—-Ed of D 
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Missions sent out by Government of India 

503 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state how many Missions of file Government of India officials or neisons 
noiniii ited or delegated by the Government of India have gone out of India 
dining the veirs 1942 43, 1943 44, 1944-45 and 1945-46? 

(li) What w is the object ol sending out these Missions? 

(0 Whit u is (lie cost inclined by Government m connection with these 
Missions ’ 

(d) Have m\ oi these Missions submitted their report to Government? If 
-0, do Government piopose to circulate copies of such reports to the Membeis 
of tin Assembly? 

(e) What vas m pniticulu, the object of sending Sir Jeremy Raisrnan dui’ng 

Ins tenine of office and what was the leport which he submitted to the Gov¬ 
ernment ol India after his return? ' 

Mr B 0 A Oook (a), (b) and (c) A statement covering Central Gov¬ 
ernment servants other than those employed by Railways is laid on the table 
Inclination m lesped of the Railway Department is being collected and will 
lie laid on the table m due course 

(d) In the majontv of cases reports were submitted, but these were primari- 
1} foi departmental use only Copies of such of the reports, as can be made 
avaihble will be placed in the library of the House 

(e) Sir Jeremy Raismnn went first in 1942 43 to discuss the allocation of war 
costs between India and His Majesty’s Government and again in 1944 45 to 
lead the delegation to the Bretton Woods Conference The main points 
re«ultmg from the former visit were given in the succeeding Budget speech, 
while a copy of the report submitted by the delegation on the latter occasion 
has already been supplied to the House 
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Planning Advisory Committee 

504 *Mr Manu Subedar (,i) Will tin Honourable Member for Planning 
and Pevelopment please state lion nun. meetings of the Planning Advisorv 
Committee ol the Assembly were c illi d sime that Body was formed? 

(b) What papers were plated befoie them 1 

(c) What was the agenda? 

(d) What were the resolutions if tm which weie passed hv them > 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan (a) Two 

(b), (c) and (d) I invite the Honouiable Membei s attention to the 
Proiecdmgb of the two meetings, copies of which weie sent to all members of 
the Central Lcgislntuic m accmd nice with rule 8 of the Rules rclitmg to 
Standing Committees of the Central Legislature Copies are also available in 
the Libiarv 


Properties requisitioned in Bombay * 

505 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the War Seeietaty please state the total 
numhei of properties requisitioned in the Bombay city and its suburbs? 

(b) How many have been de icquisitioned? 

(e) What was the total amount of rent per month for these properties? 

(d) Why are properties si >11 be.ng retained by the Military, and what is the 
outlav incurred on such pioperties retained? 

(c) What proposds hive been received or consideied by Government with 
regard to the temporary buildings put up? 

ff) Tn view' of lento shortage do Government nropose to make these build 
ings ov 11 to the Provinual (lovemments for their retention and use dining the 
period when new buildings could he put up’ If not, why not? 

Mr P Mason (a) Thi number of propeities requisitioned in Bombay City 
and its Suburbs on ls( September 1945 was Buildings—412, Lands—159 

(b) Number de requisitioned hy 31st Dccembei 1945 was Buildings—25 
Lands- 2 

On list Dccembei i turthci fottv piopi idles wtic in the process of being 
•de requisitioned I hope the piocess will be one of gradual acceleration 

(r) 'Phe month 1 } rental for the pioperties lequisitioned on 1st Septembei 
1945 was Buildings—Rs 2 4.1946 L mds- Rs 2,98 t>57 t 

(d) The propeitits retained are I am aftaid still essential for the efficient 
functioning of those elements ot the Seivues (Anm Air Force and Naval) 
whose piesenec is necessmv m Bombav Citv tnd Subums The monthlv out 
lav meuned on such propeities is Buildings—Rs 2,28,788, Lands—Rs 
2,94,652 

(e) No formal proposals have been received bv Government with regard to 
the temporary buildings put up 

(f) The Government is prepnied to give preference to the claims of Provin¬ 
cial Governments for the retention and use of anv temporary buddings which 
have been erected when thev are surplus to the needs of the" Services and not 
required by another Department of the Central Government Liaison Officers 
have been appointed bv Piovincial Governments to work in conjunction with 
the Inter Services Committee for Lands and Buildings within the different 
Commands In addition, in Bombay representatives of the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment, the Municipal Council and the Chambei of Commerce are membeis of 
the Bombay Standing Quartering Board 

When properties are declared surplus to the requirements of the Services 
the Military Lands and Hirings Service who are responsible for the physical 
disposal also contact a'l known interested narties 
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Absorption of Demobbed Personnel 

506 *Mr Manu Subedar. (a) Will the Honourable Member for Planning and 
Development please stile the total nuryber of men, temporary and permanent, 
who are to be, released in 1946 from (l) the War Department, including Armv, 
Navv and Air Fotce, (u) Railways, and (m) other Departments of Government? 

(b) fs it a fact that some of them have put m exemplary service and are- 
being now released 9 

(c) What steps are Government taking for getting them re absotbed in other 
Departments 9 

(d) What special works do Government propose to set up foi getting tlmse 
men re absorbed 9 

(e) Is it a fact that, simultaneously while Indians from various services aie 
being thrown out of work, Britishers aie being recruited for other services 9 

(f) Have Government considered the desirability of stopping such recuut- 
rnuit and taking Indians bv giving them in opportunity to adapt themselves 
for othei work fm which fri sh ri cruitment is started 9 

(g) What is the proportion ot posts reserved loi ex-servee people in the 
Cential Goveimnent and m the v irious Provincial Governments, and what is 
the mirbineiv devised by Government to make necessary aiiangemeuls 5 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari The leply will be given bv the Honoui 
able the Labom Member 

Mrs Vijialaxmi Pandit’s Return to India 

507 *Prof N G Ranga Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased to state 

(i) if thcie is auv truth in the rumoui that the Government of Iudia oi the 
Government of Gieit Britain is putting obstacles m the way of Mis Vijialaxmi 
Pandit’s return to India, 

(b) it she Ins ipphcd to him foi pcinussion and othei facilities to leturn to 
India, it so when and what reply his been given to her, and 

(c) whether Government will give an assurance that she is free to teturn to 
India whenever she likes 9 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne (a) None vvhatevei ' 

(b) md (c) Mrs Pandit lias already leturned to India 

• Efforts by Officials for Support of Government-favoured Parties 
in Pro vinces 

508 *Mr Ahmed E H Jafler Will the Honourable the Home Member be- 
pleased to state if he has leeeived mgent lepiesentations m regard to the effoits 
by Government Officials in Provinces to coeue and corrupt people m the rural 
areas to seome support for parties favouied bv local Governments 0 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne’ The subject matter of this question is 
primarily the comern of the Provincial Governments and not of the Governor 
Geneial m Council 


Muslims in I N A 

509 *Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer' Will the War Secretary be pleased to lav a 
statement on the table of the House for the information of Membeis showing 
(i) the number of Muslims among those who joined the I N A , 

(u) the number of Hindus who joined the I N A , 

(m) the number of Muslims killed and wounded and missing while serving^ 
with the IN A , and 

(iv) the number of Muslims who died while prisoners of war m the hands 
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Mr. P Mason’ The information on this subject is not very accurate because 
ol the lack of records kept by the Japanese, but the approximate figures are 
as follows 


(1) and (u) Military members of the I N A about 12,000 Hindus, about 
5,000 Muslims, and about 3,000 Sikhs and others 

Civilian members of the 1 N A —rather more than 20,000 of whom 95 per 
cent weio Hindus 


(m) It is not possible to give a hguie as the Japanese lecords of ■Much 
casualties have not been lecoveied 


(iv) Am announced bv H E the Viceioy, it is estimated that about 11,000 
membcis of the Indian Army died whilst pnsoners of war It is impossible 
to estimate how many ol thebe were Muslims, since the Japanese apparently 
kept no itcoid of such cases Up to the picsent onlv sonic 1,000 of tlie^e 
casualties have been confirmed officially, of whom approximately 35 per tent 
weie Muslims 


Reduction in Defence Personnel 

510 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the War Secretary please state what the 
highest number of men and peisonnel was m all the blanches of the Indian 
Defence (Aimy, Navy and Air Force), including recruits m tiaimng, during 
the last six years? 

(b) What is the estimated strength in comparison with the above figure 
today, and to what total number is it intended to reduce this number? 

(c) By what instalments and in what time is it expected to complete this 
reduction > 

(d) Is theie any discnmmation m effecting such reduttions eithei with 
regird to communities or with regard to provinces? If not, what is the basic 
policy of Government m this matter? 

(e) Is it i fact that decisions as to the total personnel m all the blanches 
of Defence are taken not in India, but are leceived from the Imperial Defence 
Council m London? 

(1) Has any lepoil been made by the Canappa Committee with regaid to 
the size of the Aimy m iutuie and will a copy of it be circulated to ihe 
Membeis of the Assembly and an official day assigned for its discussion m this 

House > 

Mr P Mason ( i) Indian Alim - 20,5 f, 000 BIN—32,917, R [ A F — 
‘29,820 

(b) As legaids the first part, I legiet that it would not be in the public 
inteiest to give the present actual stieugth but substantial reductions have 
aheady taken place As legards the second part, the strength of the forces 
winch will be lequned in the post-war period, has not yet been decided 

(c) It is not yet possible to say when demobilization will be completed 
but it is estimated that by the 1st of April next year the following will have 
been demobilized 32,000 British officeis, 7,000 Indian officers, 180,000 British 
other lanks, 1,540,000 V C Os , I O Rs and non-combatants 

I would also refer the Honourable Member to my reply to Mr Ayyangar’s 
question No 198 on Februaiy 12th 

fd) and (e) No, Sir, certainly not 

(f) No, Sir The Reorganisation Committee, as I have previously explained, 
was a committee consisting of staff officers appointed by H E the Commander- 
m-Chief m order that they might report to him personally on the problems 
referred to them The Report will not be published but decisions which am 
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Demobilization op Peasant Soldiers 

#11. *Mr. Ahmed X. H Jafler: Will the War Secretary be pleased to state 

(a) if it is a fact that thero are more than 2^ Million peasant soldiers wait¬ 
ing to be demobilized, 

(b) whether they have to be reabsorbed into the Indian villages, 

(c) whether they want land urgently, 

(d) whethei out of the Government planned schemes of irrigation covering 
some 16 million acres, much of this could be made available for the peasant 
soldier, and 

(e) whethei Government are aware that these two and a half million 
pe isant soldieis are now anxiously waiting foi Government proposals on this 
mutter ; 

Mr P Mason, (a) No, Sir, there are not ‘2£ million men to be demobilised, 
and many of those who will be demobilised are not peasants The published 
figuies show that appioximutely 600,000 men will be demobilised up to 31st 
May 1046„ It is not as yet possible to supply a figure for the whole period 
ot demobilisation 

(b) and (c) According to auswers received m response to a questionnaire 
which was sent to a large cross section of the Army, about 35 per cent of the 
men awaiting demobilisation desire to be employed on the laud, but it is not 
known how many of those who want agricultural employment have land of 
their own to which to return 

(d) Provincial Governments will no doubt consider sympathetically the 
claims of demobilised personnel to a share m land to be brought undei culti¬ 
vation under new projects Much of the lund under such projects is however 
already under cultivation 

(e) Yes, Sir, there is much interest, but the amount of new land available 
for cultivation is small A statement on the whole question will shortly be 
published thiough service channels 

I, N A Personnel dealt with by Courts Martial 

512 *Shn Sri Prakasa Will the War Secretary be pleased to state 

(a) the number of I N* A men who have been brought before the Courts 
Martial or other courts of law for trial, 

(b) the number of those acquitted or sentenced to punishment, 

(c) the nature of the punishment inflicted, 

# {d) the number affected by each type of punishment, and 

(e) if any were sentenced to death, if so, how many and the manner and 
place of execution? 

Mr P. Mason- (a), (b), (c) and (d) I lay two statements on the table 

(e) I have already answered this fully in my reply on the 18th of this month 
to Professor Ranga’s question No 337 
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Amenities to I.N A Men in Bahadubgabh Camp 

613. *Shn Sri Prakasa. Will the War Secretary be pleased to state 

(a) the number of I N A men detained in the Bahadurgarh Camp, and 

(b) the amenities in the matter of letteis, newspapers and interviews 

afforded to them, and if their relatives are allowed to meet them and if they 
can supplement their food? » 

Mr. P. Mason (a) All those held in the Bahaduigarh Holding and Enquiry 
Centre on 14th of this month, 1,230 in number, were members of the German 
950 .Regiment 

(b) As I have said before, these men are tieated as Indian Army personnel 
under auest The following are tin inswtis to the specific questions put by 
the Honourable Member 

Letters —Thev niuv wnte one letter a fortnight, but there is no limit to 
the number of letters they may receive 

Newspapers —They get the same newspapers as the Guard battalion 

Interviews —are allowed with relatives m compassionate cases If anyone 
is selected for trial he is allowed free access to his counsel and relations 

Allowances —In addition to leceivmg tliur full rations, VC Os and other 
ranks are credited with 11 rupees 4 annas and 5 rupees 10 annas respectively 
per month for expenditure in the Camp Canteen 

Dismantling of Aerodromes Constructed rx Benares District 

614 *Shri Sri Prakasa. Will the War Secretary be pleased to state 

(a) the number of aerodromes constructed m the district of Benares during 
the war, and 

(b) if these are being dismantled, if so, when the process is likely to end, 
if not, when, the dismantling is likelv to be taken m hand? 

Mr P Mason (a) Three 

(b) Of the thiee airfields, two (namely liajwari and Madho Smgh) are 
surplus to the requirements of the Defence Services and, with the exception of 
the pucca runways, taxi tracks, and hardstandmgs,' these two airfields will be 
disposed of It is too early to say how long this process will take The third 
airfield (Babatpur) is provisionally required for the development of Civil 
Aviatfbn. 

Agricultural Land requisitioned during War 

616. *Prof. N G. Bangs• Will the War Secretary be pleased to state ' 

(a) how much of agricultural land was requisitioned during the war, 

(b) whether the compensation due was paid to the peasants concerned, 

(c) how much of that land has been returned to the peasants, and 

(d) when the rest of it will be returned? 

Mr. P. Emiw ( a ) and (b) It Is regretted that it is nob possible to give 
the information required the requisitioning authorities under the Defence of 
India Act and Rules aie the District Officers of Provincial a<rrocnmwti who 
are responsible for the maintenance of proper records and for payment of 
compensation to the peasants and land owners 

Large areas of land including agricultural land were requisitioned but 
records are not available which would show how much of it was agricultural 
land 

(c) and (d) Accurate information regarding requisitioned agricultural land 
returned to the peasants is not available but every effort is being made to 
release the land as rapidly as it can be released, unless it is required for the 
services permanently Orders have already issued for the release of 287 major 
properties 
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Provincial and Communal Quota in Central Services 

516. *Khan Bahadur Habibur Rahman: (a) Will the Honourable the Home 
Member please state if it is a fact that some time ago the Supply Department 
fwLen Sir Bamaswainy Mudahar was the Member in Charge) issued a press 
note saying that in the services m that Department due representation will be 
given to minorities and provinces? If so, how far has this polioy been followed 
m respect of minorities as well as of the provinces? 

(b) Will this polioy of representation of provinces be followed in other De¬ 
partments of the Central Government, as there are many provinces which have 
little or no share in the Central Services? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne: (a) A press note was issued by the Supply 
Department stating that in selecting temporary personnel for retrenchment the 
(onsiderations adopted are the suitability of the individual for the duties to 
be entrusted to him, length and quality of service and experience, the need 
to avoid ‘ age blocks , adherence to standing ordeis requiting adequate re¬ 
presentation of minout\ communities, and legard to fair representation of the 
several piovinces I have no reason to suppose that this policy has not been 
tollowed m practice 

(b) The Government have already issued general instructions designed to 
safeguard the lmnonty eommuntties during the process of retrenchment They 
do not propose to issue similar instructions m the case of provincial represen¬ 
tation 

Insufficiency of Broadcasting in India 

517. *Khan Bahadur Habibur Rahman: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Information and Broadcasting be pleased to starts when the Radio Station 
for Patna is likely to be installed’ Why has it not been installed so far, though 
it was contemplated even before the war? 

(b) Is it a fact that recently the Honourable Member announced plans for 
the expansion of broadcasting in India? Are Government aware that the 
number of radio stations m India is very insufficient, considering the size of 
the country ’ Are they also aware that there are 900 radio stations in Latin 
America on'v, if so what steps are being taken by Government to bring the 
benefits of bioadcustmg to the various regions and zones in India? 

(c) Do Government intend to take steps to broadcast news oil a regional 
basis from the various radio stations, so that the different zones could be served 
with regional news? Do Government realise that at present news of local and 
provincial interest cannot be fully covered? 

• (d) Does the All-India Radio have its correspondents m Provinces? If not, 
will Government consider appointing such correspondents’ 

{e) Do Government contemplate having separate Urdu and Hindi broadcasts 
m place of the Hindustani broadcasts? 

The Honourable Sir Akb&r Hydari* (a) I have already given the information 
m answer to question No 418 answered on the 21st February, 1946 

(b) I have not made any recent announcement but the Government of 
India are well aware of the insufficient number of radio stations m India 
They have before them a comprehensive scheme for the development of broad¬ 
casting in India They have no knowledge as to the number of radio stations 
m Latin America 

(c) No, but local and provincial news is broadcast a9 far as it is available 
and is accommodated in the news bulletins along with news of all-Tndia and 
world importance 

(d) No, but Government will consider how far it is necessary to appoint 
such correspondents to augment All-India Radio’s news service 

<•) No 
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Payment of Deductions and Escheats re War Pension, etc , to Families of 
War Victims among Indian Personnel 
618. *Babu Bam Narayan Singh: Will the War Secretary please state 
whether deduction, stoppages and escheats m lespect of non-effective pay and 
war pensions payable to the families of the Indian personnel died or killed in 
the wars of 1914-18 and 1939-46, are governed by (l) the Indian Army Act or 
by (n) any other rules or regulations? If by the latter (n), what is the statu¬ 
tory authority for the same? 

Mr, P Mason: The India Army Act does not govern non effective pay and 
pensions 

As explained to the Honourable Member, in answer to Ins starred question 
No 731, on the 6th Match 1945, and in the statement giving the information 
desned in answer to Ins question No 1396, on the 27th March 1945, the subject 
“military pensions" is not a matter for legislation, and the powers conferred 
on the Goa eminent of India to make mles to go\ern Indian personnel are 
derived from the mheient poweis of the Crown to proscribe such conditions as 
it may think fit to govern its gifts and bounties, within which category 
pensions” fall 

Family Pension Rules for Relatives of Deceased Soldiers 
619 *Babu Bam Narayan Singh: (a) Is the War Secretary aware of the 
tacts 

(0 that a father whose son is killed in the war gets a family pension only 
after lie has reached the age of 50 years, 

(u) that parents are given only one family pension for any number of deaths 
ot then sons, 

(m) that any man who has earned a disability pension limistlf or is m leceipt 
of a service pension .it the rate of Hs 8 pa mensem, is considered uot entitled 
to family pension as a result of the deaths of any number of his sons killed in 
the war, and 

(iv) that after a widow in receipt of a family pension, maines oi lemarries 
even according to the customary law of her community, the family pension for 
the post marriage period is forfeited without any consideration of the maintenance 
of nnnor children left by the deceased husband? 

(b) If answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will he please state the statutory 
authority for the same? 

Mr P Mason On the assumption that the Honourable Member s question 
relates to Indian Viceroy’s t omimssioned Officers and other lanks, the unsv^rs 

(a) (l) ies, bn, unless he is shown to be incapab'e of earning his living 
(n) No, Sir, there is no restriction on a family s receiving more than one 

pension 

(in) No, Sir, the rule to this effect has recently been changed and there is 
no such absolute bar as described in the question 

(iv) It is true that the widow becomes disqualified if she remarries a person 
other than her deceased husband’s brother and does not live a communal life 
with the other living eligible heirs, but the children’s al'owance is not dis¬ 
continued but increased by 50 per cent 

(b) I have just said m answer to the Honourable Member’s previous 
question, that no statutory authority is required in support of the pension rules 

Stoppage and Forfeitures of War Pensions 
620 *Babu Bam Narayan Singh: (a) Will the War Secretary please state 
if he is aware that the following stoppages and forfeitures have been enforced i3 
respect of War Pensions admitted on account of disabilities sustained m Wars' 
(i) War Pension has been stopped on conviction of the pensioner by a court 
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(u) War Pension bas been stopped on conviction of the pensioner by a court 
m an Indian State, and 

(in) War Pension bas been stopped on the report of medical experts to the 
effect that the disability on account of which it was granted has gone below 20 
per cent ? 

(bl If the reply to (a) above be in the affirmative, will he please state the 
statutory authority for stoppages and forfeitures in (a) with reference to Section 
51 of the Indian Armv Act, Section 136 of the Army Act and Section 300 (2) 
of the Government ot India Act 1935? 

Mr P. Mason (a) (l) and (u) I know of no cases in which War Pensions 
have been stopped because of convictions, but if the Honourable Member gives 
me particulars I will investigate them Howevei, I may say that future good 
conduct is an implied condition of every grant of pension and an Indian mili- 
taiy pensioner who is convicted of a senous came by u court of law, or who 
is guilty ot giave misconduct, is liuble to forfeit his pension 

(m) A esj* Sn The reassessment of the degree of disability is done by medi* 
cal experts constituting examining boards after cateful examination of the- 
claimant and the medical documents 

(b) No statutory authority is necessary, nor are the sections of Acts quoted 
relevant to the issue 

Pension Regulations and Indian Army Act 
521 *Babu Ram Narayan Singh* (a) Will the War Secretary please state 
if it 16 a fact that foi the punishment of Indian personnel of His Majesty’s 
Indian Forces, on active service under a “duration of war" agreement, two 
sets ot rules have been applied, one is called Pension Regulations and the 
othei is the Indian Army Act itself? 

(b) If the reply to (a) above be in the affirmative, will he please state the 
statutory authonty for Governing forfeitures, stoppages and deductions under 
the Pension Regulations? 

(c) Will he please state the link between the Indian Army Act and the 
Pension Regulations so as to impart to the Pension Regulations, the force of 
the Indian Army Act itself? 

Mr P Mason (a) No, Sir, Pension Regulations are not a penal code, and 
the Indian Army Act docs not affect their application 

(b) [ have alitadv stated in reply to the Honourable Member’s previous 
questions, that no statutory provision is required for the making of pension 
rules by Government. 

(c) There is no link between the Indian Army Act and Pension Regulations, 
India 

Release of Educational Buildings Occupied By Army Department in A s sam 
522. ‘Sreejut Rohini Kumar Ohoudhuri: (a) Will the War Secretary please 
state if it is a fact that assurances were given by the War Department of 
the Government of Assam that all educational buildings either belonging to 
Government or to public, will be released within the year 1945 and that the 
educatonal institutions wull be able to re-occupv them? 

(b) Are Government aware that these assurances have not vet been imple¬ 
mented and that the following among other educational buildings in Assam 
are still in occupation of the Army Department 

(l) Cotton College, Gauhati, Assam—(Government), 

(u) R Handique Girls’ College—(Government), 

(in) Cotton Collegiate School—(Government), 

(iv) Government Aided Sonaram High School, 

(v) Government Aided Panbazar Girls’ High School 
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(vn) Silchar Government Aided College, Silchai, 

(vm) Government High School, Sylhet, 

(ix) Hostels attached to the abovementioned educational institutions, and 

(x) Quarters assigned to the Principals, Headmasters, and Superintendents 
of Hostels of the aforesaid educational institutions? 

(c) Is it a fact that thev are in occupation of the Army Department since 
the beginning of the year 1942? 

(d) Do Government propose to release these buddings foithvvith? 

Mr P Mason (a) No Su, no such ussuiunce can be tiaced 

(b) The following is the position legal ding tht institutions refeircd to 

<iv) and (vm) have been released 

(v) will be vacated on 10th March 1946 

(i) and (h) are expected to be released m April, but the hoste's will be 
n seated during this month , 

With regard to (m) (vi) and (mi) the, desenpt on® given bv the Honourable 
Member do not tally with oui iccohI®, but onl\ two school buildings were 
requisitioned in Jorliat one of which has aheadv been released and the other 
will be returned to the school authouties when ceitam repaiis have been carried 
out Ten out of the twelve school piopeities lequisitioncd m Silchar have been 
released and the lemainmg two will be ideased shortlv Hostels and Staff 
Quarters will be vacated with the School® 

(o) Most of the educational properties requisitioned were taken over in 1942 
during the emergency in Assam 

(d) The policy of Government is to release all requisitioned buildings uBed 
for educational purposes as soon as possible By 1st January 1940, 60 per 
cent of such buildings throughout India had been released 

Demand of War Loan from Sahu Rameshwar Nath of Pilibhit 

623. *Sjt Seth Damodar Swroop: (a) Will the Honourable the Home 
Member please state if Government aie aware that the Sub-Divisional Magis¬ 
trate, Pilibhit, wrote a letter to Sahu Rameshwar Nath requesting him to pay 
Rs 40,000 towards the War Loan? 

(b) Did he do so in consultation with the Collector of the District? 

(c) Did Sahu Rameshwar Nath decline to subscribe to the loan? If so, 
on what ground? 

(d) Is it also a fact that after the refusal to subscnbe to the War Loan 
he was asked by the then Collector to explain why his licence for a revolver 
should not be cancelled? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome I have called for the information and a 
statement will be laid on the table of the House m due course 

Forfeiture of Sahu Rameshwar Nath’s Arms 
1524. *SJt Seth Damodar Swroop: Will the Honourable the Horne Member 
please state 

(a) if it is a fact that Sahu Rameshwar Nath transferred all his arms to 
various persons after the cancellation of his licence, and 

(b) if so, if it is also a fact that some of these arms have not yet been 

delivered to the transferees, although the transfer was made on Deoember 18th 
1944, before the date of expiry which was December 17th, 1944, and his 

revolvers have actually been forfeited to the Government by the order of the 
present Collector on the 4th of July, 1945? 
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Foodstuffs for Armed Forces 

525 *Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: In connection with the cut in 

food rations ot the civil population of India will the War Secretary please 
state t 


(a) the number of British troops in India at present, 

(b) the number ot Indian troops in India at present, 

(cj the total amount of wheat and rice m stock at present in all the mili¬ 
tary depots in India, 

(d) the total amount of wheat and rice proposed to be stocked during the 
current year, in addition to the present stocks, 

(e) the puces at which wheat and lice were bought during the pievious 
year, 

(f) the quantity of rations allowed to each person in the mihtaiy service of 
the Crown m India, and whether it \uries m the various Provinces, 

(g) how® fai the rations allowed to the military peisonnel differ from the 
rations now al'owed to the civilian population in the United Provinces, Delhi, 
Madras and all other Provinces e\cept the Punjab, and 

(h) whether Government propose to take steps in a month 01 two to send 
awa\ all non Indian military personnel—British or West African or others— 
now m India, in oidei to reduce the dram on the food stocks in India? 

Mr. P Mason (a) and (b) I legret that it would not be in the publio 
interest to disclose these figures 

(c) Stocks of wheat products and nee held uo all military depots in India 
on the 1st February 1946 were Flour—13,428 tons, Atta—36,004 tons, Rice 
—20,870 tons. 

These figures include amounts held on behalf of tioops m South East Asia 
which will be transfeired there in due course 

(d) In addition to stocks at piesent held it is estimated that the following 
quantities of food grams will be required to maintain issues up to 31st March 
1947 Flout—45,300 tons, Atta—171,500 tons, Rice—90,900 tons 


From 1st April 1946 no rice or flour will be supplied to ALFSEA from 
India and from the same aate all despatches of atta from India to ALFSEA 
will be subject to replacement bv HMG 


(e) The procurement of wheat and nee for the Defence Services is under¬ 
taken by the Food Department The average prices paid during 1945 by the 
i'ood Department were 


Wheat —(Indigenous—Punj ab 1 
t Imported . 

Btee —Punjab 
Madras 
C P 


Rs a p 

9 0 0 per maund 
10 0 0 per maund (pool pnoe) 
12 0 0 per maund 

8 12 0 per maund 

9 0 0 per maund 


Assam 

(f) The present daily ration for British Troops 
This is made up of 

Meat Stuff (moluding Baoon) 


Flour . 

Rioe . 

Other cereals 
Vegetables, butter, eto 


13 4 0 per maund 
India totals 4 lbs 9-2/5 oza 

16 ozs 
9 3/4 .. 

12 

2/7 .. 

1/2 „ 

34 9/10 „ 


4 lbs 9-8/6 ozs 
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The daily ration for Indian Troops totals 3 lbs 8-1/8 ozs This is made up 


of 

Meat stuff » oza 

Milk and sugar 8 „ 

Atta/Rioe 22 „ 

Other oereals 3 » 

Ghi, Vegetables, etc 17J » 


3 lbs 8 1/8 ozs 


Theie is no v dilation m nnlitarj scales of rations between provinces 
(g) The amounts of the civilian oeieal ration per adult per day m Provinces 
other than Punjab are 


Orissa 

Assam 

Bengal 

Sind 

N W F P 
U P 
Bombay 
C P 
Delhi 


1 3 lbs in Cuttack 
1 14 lbs 


1 14 lbs 
1 14 lbs 
1 14 lbs 
1 lb 
1 lb 
1 lb 
12 ozs 


Ajmer 

Bihar 


12 ozs approxi 
matety 

12 ozs 

857 lbs in Patna 
and Jamshed 
pur exolu 
ding gram 

1 14 lbs in 10 other 
rationed towns 
including 
gram 


(h) As I have already said, Afman military personnel are being sent out 
of India is fast as shipping permits 

As regards the other non-Indian military personnel, they represent a very 
small fiuction of one per cent of the population of India and in any case are 
fed almost entire’y from nnportid foodstuffs 


Excise Duty on Betel-Nuts 

526 *Shn D P Karmarkar: Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to state 

(a) whether Government have received representations on behalf of the 
betel nut growers urging the abolition of the Excise Duty on betel-nuts m 
view of the hardships of the growers under the incidence of the duty, 

(b) whether it is b fact that the prices of betel-nuts have gone down 
substantially since the betel-nut duty was imposed m 1944, and 

(c) what steps Government propose to take m view of the conditions pre¬ 
vailing at present? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands, (a) Yes 

(b) Yes 

(c) I shall refer to this matter in my Budget speech 

Army Maintenance Units 

527. *Khao Bahadur H&flz M. Ghaianfarulla: Will the War Secretary 
kindly state 

(a) how many Maintenance Units there are in India, 

(b) how many of them are being retained by the War Department for their 
use, 

(c) how many of these are going to be disbanded, 

(d) how many of these are to be let out on hire, and for what period, 

(e) the places which are to be let out, 

(f) if it is a fact that the Maintenance Unit at Poona was advertised to be 
let out for only one year, 

(g) whether thiB Maintenance Unit has been let out, if so, under what terms, 

(h) whether the vanouB Maintenance Units at Cawnpore will be retained. 
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Mr. P. Ihita: This qdestion- should have -been addressed to the Honourable 
Member for Industries and Supplies who has agreed to answer it on the 5th 
March 1946 

Disposal or Lands and Buildings built fob Militaby use 
528. *Khan Bahadur Hafia M. Ghazanfarulla Will the War Secretary 
please state how he proposes to dispose of the lands and buildings which were 
built for the use of the military in different parts of the country? 

Ml. P Mason Requisitioned and leased land and buildings will ordinarily 
be returned to the owners, when they become surplus to the requirements of 
the Services It valuable assets have been created on sites which the owners 
are not willing to take over at a reasonable price, the Government have the 
right to acquire such sites 

All property acquired duung the war oi aftei its termination which i-, surplus 
to the future requirements of the Sei vices will be disposed of whenever possible 
to other Departments ot the Central Government and to Provinces or States 
Property not requited by Governments or States will be disposed of to the best 
possible advantage The agency for disposal is the Lands, Hirings and Dis¬ 
posals Directorate General and their representatives 

Ice Factories and Cold Stobagks ebeoted during Wab 

529 *Khan Bahadur Hafiz M. Ghazanlarulla (a) Will the War Secretary 
please state the number of ice Factories which were elected during the War 
by Government 

(b) What is the number of Cold Storages which were erected during the War 
by Government? 

Mr P Mason (a) 110 Ice Factories were installed during the war w'th a 
total capacity of 750 tons, and 

(b) 38 Cold Storage units were set up 

Salt Concessions under Gandhi-Irwin Pact 

530 *Mr K 0 Neogy (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to state whether clause 20 of the Gandhi-Irwm Pact, permitting 
villagers to collect or make salt for domestic consumption, or sell withm their 
villages, is in operation in its letter and spirit m the Province of Bengal ? 

(b) Do the Central Excise Buies, 1944, or any other statutory rule draw any 
distinction between the Province of Bengal and the other Provinces in regard 
to the operation of the above pact? If so, m what manner, and for what 
reasons? 

•Mr. B. 0 A Cook: (a) Yes. Sir 
(b) No, Sir 

• Public Utility Conoebns 

531. *Mr K. 0. Neogy Will the Honourable Member for Planning and 
Development be pleased to state the number of public utility concerns owned 
by British and other non-Indian interests in India, indicating the amount of 
the capital involved m such concerns, and the policy of Government m the 
matter of acquiring these concerns on behalf of the State or Municipal or other 
statutory bodies in India? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari • Fist part 56 
Second part Government have no information 

Third part I refer the Honourable Member to the general statement on 
industrial policy, issued by the Government of India, and the statements of 
policy m regard to electric undertakings, Civil Aviation and Boad Motor 
Transport, copies of which are available in the Library of the House The 
pqhoy set forth in those ‘statements will 1 he follbwed in regard to all pUblio 
utility concerns, whether British or Indian 
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Racial Discrimination against Students on Board "S 8 Strathmore ” 

532. *Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the War Secretary please 
state 

(a) if Ins attention has been diawn to i lit liters message m the Hindustan 
times of the 2nd February, 1946, fehting to racial discrimination against 
students and others on board the “S S Strathmore” which arrived in England 
on the 14th January, 194G, from India, 

(b) whether he has recnved any complaints fiom any one in the matter, 

(c) what action, if any, he proposes to take to avoid recurrence of such 
incidents m futuie, 

(d) who uie the authorities who were responsible for such treatment of 
students fioin this country, and 

(e) whether he proposes to nnkc a full statement on the matter after making 
the necessary inquiries? 

Mr P Mason (a) Yes, Sir 

(b) No, Sir «■ 

(c) , (d) and (e) There is no discrimination in the berthing on Hired Trans¬ 
ports except that Women and Children are given the best cabins with the 
maximum ventilation 

In the ship in question, all the cabins are well above the waterline on two 
decks with berths for 731 persons each The statement that Indians were 
placed on a separate deck—which would have had to have accommodation for 
only 40 persons—is therefore obviously incorrect 

There are three classes in Hired Transports ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ which corres¬ 
pond to First Class, Second Class and Troopdeck All civilians, I am informed, 
were Class A’ and were all treated accordingly 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO DEFENCE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

Mr. President’ I understand that Mr Mason wishes to make a statement 
to the House on the postponement of the elections to the Defence Consultative 
Committee 

Mr. P. Mason (Government of India Nominated Official) Sir, a certain 
amount of discussion has taken place regarding the election of the Defence 
Consultative Committee and as the Parties are unable to reach an agreement, 

I venture to ask you, Sir, whether it would be possible to postpone the elec¬ 
tions until tomorrow It would perhaps give us time to reach an agreement, 
today I was m the process of reaching agreement just before the meeting 
today but we had not quite concluded our arrangements and it would help if 
the election could be postponed till tomorrow 


Shn Saiat Chandra Bose (Calcutta Non-Muhammadan Urban) Sir, may I 
suggest one course which I think will be more regular than any other that 
may be suggested? The election has in effect started from 10-30 this morning 
and if you would be good enough to direct that the ballot will be closed to¬ 
morrow, say at 1 or 1-30 p m , then I think it will be convenient to all the 
Parties in this House I may tell you that what Mr Mason has said, vix , 
that we are very near nn agreement, is absolutely correct I do not want to 
suggest any other course, because any other course may be considered by you 
to be irregular Now that the election has in effect started, I think it would 
meet the views of all Parties if you would, Sir, kmdly agree to give a direction 
that the ha] lot would remain open till and would be closed at 1 or 1-30 p m 
tomorrow 


Mr. President. May I know the views of the House? 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Rural) Sir, the 
League Party has no objection to the postponement of the election till 
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tomorrow or if it is considered more regular to keep the ballot box open till 
tomorrow, which means practically the same thing Either of the two courses 
will be acceptable to my Party 

Mr. 0. P Lawson (Bengal European) We have no objection to the post¬ 
ponement Provided you rule that the method suggested by the Opposition 
Leader is in order, we would have no objection 

Mr President: The postponement of the election would be technically 
speaking not right at this stage, because the process has already started at 
10-30 a. m. this mornmg The only course, therefore, open is to postpone the 
closing of the ballot, which may be done in view ot the unanimous wish of the 
House, till 1 30 p.m. tomorrow That will be the best course I must also 
make it clear that a postponement of this kind should not be treated as a 
precedent I am agreeing on'y because of the unanimous wish of the House 

There is one more point In regard to the cut motion that was moved on 
behalf of the Congress Party yesterday, 1 understand that the only thing that 
remains to be done is to put it to vote 

Sir Mohammad Yamln Khan: Sir, I was in the Chair and closure was not 
asked for in*time In fact closure could have been asked for from any quarter 
The Honourable Member for Railways and War Transport got up at five minutes 
to five and there was no motion for closure up to that time Therefore I 
allowed him to go on with his reply to the points raised not only by the mover 
of the cut motion but also from several sides of the House I thought it would 
be in the interest of the House that the Honourable Member repbed to all the 
points raised Closure was not asked for till five minutes past five 

Shii Satya N&rayaa Sinha (Darbhanga cum Karan Non-Muhammadan) 
Sir, I wanted to move for closure at 5/5 I thought that the House would sit 
even after 5 as on some previous occasions I did not like to move for closure 
m the midst of the Honourable Member s speech, because he would not finish 
his sentence 

Mr. President : I do not want to take up more time of the House, because 
any time now token will mean curtailment of the time allotted to the Muslim 
League Party It appears to me that unless the Honourable the War Trans¬ 
port Member says that his speech was not finished and he wants to say some¬ 
thing more, matters will stand different In that case according to the agree¬ 
ment of all Parties I would*like to treat the motion as talked out But if he 
has nothing more to add, it is a question merely of putting the cut motion to 
vote It would not involve any loss of time, as it is only taking the opinion 
of the House 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU (Leader of the House) I had finished, 
Sir. 

Mr. President: The only thing that practically remains now is putting the 
motion to the House 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: Sir, I am not an expert on proce¬ 
dure I thought that the understanding was that the Congress cut motion was 
to be moved yesterday and at 5 o’clock there should be closure of discussion*. 
I do not think that Government should suffer from an error of the Chair 

Mr. President’ I do not want anybody to suffer The point is that even in 
the case of adjournment motions if the whole thing is completed just a minute 
before 6 o’clock and supposing a division is asked for, you go beyond 6 o’clock, 
though there should be a closure of the whole thing by 6 o’clock In this 
case, of course, the matter stands entirely on the understanding between the 
Parties If the understanding of the Parties has been, at any rate, on the 
part of the Government, that 5 o’clock means 5 o’clock and nothing further, 
I would not like to interfere 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: I understood, as did the press, that 
the motion was talked out 
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Hr- PTWident: The pomt « one of agreement o^ ^ ^ ^ thmg m the 
any procedure To my mind, th _ d other Party has been saymg about 

same sense, then I must accept what As it is a question of agree- 

it 1 accept the Government interpretation As it is a 4 

ment, I do not put the cut motion to the vote ot the House 

BRETTON WOODS CONFERENCE AGREEMENT 


PRESENTATION OF Tllfc lNTblUM Hi-PORT* OF TH1 COMMITTEE 

Tne Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (Emance Member) &ir, I present 
the Interim Report ot the Committee on the Bretton Woods Conierence 
Agreement 

With youi permission Sir, 1 would like to raise one point In effect this 
report recommends to the House that it agrees to the withdiavval ot the second 
amendment moved to mv ongmal motion by Mi Annnthasayanam Ayyaugar, 
wlneh will mible Govemment to proceed to appoint a governor to the tund and 
the h ink The fiist meeting tikes place early in March, and unless the parties 
have different views I was pioposing to move that tlje Repoit be taken into 
consideration on Thursdvv If it can be disposed of in a few' minutes on the 
limited point involved, well and good Otheiwise it is foi the Parties to decide 
when thev want the debate, but clearly if that went over the 8th March, I shall 
want to be absolved from thp technical irregularity of ignoring the amendment 
of Mr Ayyungar 

Mr President The proposal is to have a discussion on tho report on the 
ti8tli February 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands It must be taken into account 
that I may have to ask the House to sit on some othei day 


Mr Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau Indian Com- 
meice) I feel that it will take tune for the report has got about 8 or 9 head* 
mgs, and if members of the committee speak their views and others in the 
House want to say their views, it will take time, and 1 would request you 
to appoint Saturday as a whole day for this purpose 


Mr President Saturday is, I believe, a holiday foi Mahashiviatn 

Mr Manu Subedar I did not know that Then Government can give some 
other day 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Leader*of the House) I suggest 
that Iriday is the only possible day 

Mr President 28th is the day for the presentation of the budget at 5 p.if. 
But before that we have got the Insurance Bill, and I think one Bill of' the 
Honourable Dr Ambedkar a'so comes on that day 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. Also the Supplementary Railway 
Demands 


Shii Sarat Chandra Boqe (Calcutta Non-Muhammadan Urban) Sir, we on 
this side of the House have no objection to sit on Friday I recognise it is 
an important matter and members from different sides of the House may like 
to speak It is true, it is an agreed report, „subject to a supplementary note, 
signed by some Honourable Members, but there are members on all sides of 
the House who may like to express their opinions In those circumstances, I 
think it wou'd be better to reserve a full day for the discussion of the report 
If the House agrees, I think Friday will be a suitable day Thursday, as it 
appears now, is already reserved for the discussion of various other matters 

“V 1 * Su ^"l lt Wl1 ! be a Breat strain on the Finance Member who 
has to read his Budget speech 

■The Honourable Sir Archibald Howlands: I can take it 



Stall Sant Chandra Bon: I am not worried, about the strain that it wtU 
impose on the Finance Member because I believe he is quite willing to under¬ 
go that strain But I think it will be better to reserve a full day for the 
discussion of this important subject namely, the report on the Bretton Woods 
institutions 

Mr. President*. I was just thinking of ’having a compromise by starting it 
on Thursday, time permitting, and continuing it on Friday Is it possible? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands. If time can be had, I am willing 
to start it on Thursday 

Mr President* So it may be started on Thursday and it may be continued 
on Friday 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddln Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham¬ 
madan Rural) If necessary 

Mr. President: Of course, If necessary 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose* Unless the Honourable the Finance Member 
considers Thursday afternoon inauspicious I 

Mr President* So we will carry on like this we will fix it for Thursday, 
time permitting, of course, and we will carry on the discussion on Friday 


RAILWAY BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS— contd 
Second Stage —contd 
Demand No 12 —Open Line Works —oosstsU 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Railways and War 
Transport) Sir, I move 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 35,98,48,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come m course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1947, in respect of ‘Open Line Works’ ” 

Mr President: Motion moved 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 35,98,48,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year fading 
the 31st day of March, 1947, in respect of ‘Open Line Works’ ’’ 

Refusal of supplies for investment i» Road Services 

Wawab Slddlque All Khan (Central Provinces and Berar Muhammadan) 
Sir, 1 beg to move 

“That the demand under the h^d 'Open Lae Works' be reduced by Sa 8,47,98,690 “ 

Mr. President, before I deal with the subject matter of the cut motion, I 
deem it necessary for the benefit of honourable members of this House to give 
a brief history of the rail road coordination scheme On the flOth (February 
K946, my Honourable fnend, Sir Muhammad Yarmn Khan, Rad moved a cut 
motion whieh was accepted by this House to reduce the demand ffo fi-O ‘by 
Re ffS lakhs On the 8rd Apnl 104®, the Honourable War Transport Member, 
after consulting the party leaders of this House, got the grant qf Be 82 lakh* 
restored He made a statement on the door pi this House about .the short 
term and the long term policies The short term war policy was oidy to relieve 
congestion The long term policy was that joint rail road companies Should 
be formed consisting of railways, provincial governments and the old operators 
We were assured that while forming these companies the provinces will 
follow the method of negotiation and not regimentation We were also assur¬ 
ed that the interests of existing operators will be safeguarded The House 
is aware that on the opening day of the present session, my Honourable friend 
Mr Mohanlal Saksena, moved an adjournment motion to censure the govern¬ 
ment for its failure to act according to the assurances given by the Honourable 
War Transport Member As a result of the tabling of this adjournment! 
motion, the Honourable Member promised to place the whole case before an 
ad hoc committee of this House and in view of the .statement made by the 
Honourable Member, my fnend Mr Mohanlal Saksena agreed to withdraw 
tus adjournment motion The .report pi the ad hoc committee & .before yg. 
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laOuLd be postponed We also further reoommended that the Ordinance 
should be withdrawn and the permits cancelled under the Ordinance should 
be restored The Honourable Members of this House will be justified in asking 
us as to why we took up this step Sir, my Honourable friend the Kail way 
Member has said m his minute of dissent that genuine attempts were made 
by the provinces to carry out the promise of the White Paper Due to the 
ZZJs of time »h.ch » at my disposal I mil make » ™ { ““£^ 

province and the Bombay Presidency with a view to show that the Central 
Government has failed and that too miserarblv to implement its pohey m pro 
vmces 1 am sure my Honourable friends who will speak on the cut motion 
after me will tell the House as to what is actually happening in their F 0 ™* 
and T am also sure that mv Honourable fnend Sir Muhammad Yam in Khan 
will tell us about the attitude of the Railway Standing Finance Committee with 
regird to this matter In mj pwytnce the pohey was declareI ^ first 
time on the 6th Febiuaiv 1946 Lt has to be borne in mind that the od hoc 
committee met on the 5th Februaiy That is, this pohey m ™ 

declared one day after the ad hot committee met m Delhi I have got 
letter before me written by Mr Pears, Joint Secretary to Government Cen¬ 
tral Provinces and Berar This letter wire addressed to the President of the 
Piovincial Motor Union, Bilaspur He says 

I am directed by the Governor of the Cential Provinces and Berar to enclose a copy- 
together with 50 copies of the White Paper which the Government of India propose to lay 
on the table of the House during the current session of the Central Legislature Thia 
sets out the policy of the Central Government in regard to participation of State Railwava in 
road motor transport The Provincial Government is in agreement with this policy ” 


May I know from my Honourable friend if this is a genuine attempt to 
negotiate with the existing operators when two new companies which were 
agents of Ford and Chevrolet and which had only motor repair shops had 
already been formed and given the monopoly m the province at the instance 
of the Local Government Sir, not only this but train service between 
Badnera, Amraoti, Nagpur, Kamptee and Raint-sk yvere discontinued only to 
oblige these two new companies because passengers preferred to travel by tram 
as railway fare was cheaper than the bus fare I have got railway tickets here 
which show that lailway fare from Nagpur to Kamptee was 3 annas and the 
bus fare according to this notice which I have goF here is 5 annas The Rail¬ 
way fare from Nagpur to Ramtek is 8 annas and the bus fare is 12 annas and) 
the railway fare between Badnera and Amrapti used to be 2 annas while the 
bus fare at present is 3 annas Sir, it is very difficult for the Honourable 
Members of this House to imagine the inconveniences caused to the public 
by travelling in the overcrowded buses and waiting for hours together m 
expectation of gettmg seats m those buses Sir, the Provincial Motor Trans¬ 
port Controller who is a Police Officer is no doubt a Hitler in miniature He 
holde several posts He is the Petrol Rationing Authority as well as the Jomt 
Secretary to the C P Government- He being armed with these powers has 
shabbilv treated the poor operators in my province and also with the aid of 
the ordinance He has cancelled their permits He has refused to supply 
them motor tyres, tubes and other accessones, thereby depriving these poor 
operators of their only means of livelihood Is the Honourable Member justi¬ 
fied m saying that such an autocrat made a genuine attempt to negotiate with 
the operators or made the slightest attempt to safeguard their interests 

Sir, I now turn to the Bombay Presidency In the districts of Bombay,. 
Poona, Ahmednagar, Sholapur and Belgaum there are operators who possess 
263 permits, Ignoring the claims of these old operators a new company called! 
the Relief Services Limited wars started Although the old operators applied 



for permits to run more buses on those very routes, they' were refused permis¬ 
sion Can this be called a genuine attempt to help the old operators I have 
got a document in my possession which shows that the Provincial Motor Trans¬ 
port Controller of Bombay has personally got shares in the Silver Jubilee 
Li m ited of Poona This is scandalous and is no doubt ngamst the provision 
of section 44(2) of the Motor Vehicles Act His brother and two sisters have 
shares to the value of Rupees one Lakh The pamphlet winch I have got 
before me on the front page says that ordinray shares of Its one thousand each 
given to so and so for help given m the promotion of the company as fully 
paid up shares for consideration other than cash (4 n Honourable Member 
“Is this not corruption”?) I have said it is against the Act 

Mr. President The Honourable Member has only one minute more 
NftW&b Siddique All Khan: I crave your indulgence t<n some more time 
Ibis is an important subject 

Mr. President: It is only because the parties aia agieed < n the time limit 
of 15 minutes that I reminded the Honourable Membci ot tL time limit If it 
is the desire of the House that a particular cut should be discussed for a longer 
time, I hqye no objection What is the desire of the House 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa Muham¬ 
madan) The Honourable Member may be given a little more time 

Mr President - It is not a question of the Honourable Member being given 
a little more time 1 want to know the agreement of the parties There are 
five cuts and if all the cuts are moved, each cut will get only 40 minutes which 
is perhaps too shoit u turn I can give the Honourable Member ten minutes 
more, but may I know what is the desire of the House Later on other 
speakers will find their time curtailed, while some others get longer time now 
Nawab Siddique All Khan: I shall not take more than 5 minutes 
Mr President: If it is the desire of the House to have three cuts, let the 
Position be made clear If it is desired to move three outs only, then each 
cut with get at least one hour 

N&wab Siddique All Khan. I won’t take much tune 
tmi Speech ^ ^ The ‘ honourable Member can go on dll he 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: I hope the Government speaker will 
also be showed the same latitude * 

Mr. President: Certainly 

Hawab Siddique All Khan; The consequent result of this was that two 
WWe T pro “ otor ® M *y I venture to ask Was this a genuine 
attempt to save the operators from the onslaughts of the capitalists? Truly 
v'ZT n attempt to cheat the Government and rob the poor people 7 

Personally I feel and I am emboldened to say the same on behalf of my 
Psnty which endorses my view that the rail-road co-ordination scheme “as 
SL £?* aM “ lure T *l e Central Government has no effective machinery to 
enf^ce this scheme in the provinces by which the interests of poor operator* 
could be safeguarded and the inconveniences and hardships ca^ed to the 
public m general could be removed I do not wish to take anv mom 

lfc 0U |?eSni ^commend my cut motion for the acceptance of the Bbu4 
Mr. President: Cut motion moved U8e - 

"That the demand under the head ‘Open Line Works' be reduced by He 3 47 Oft non.. 

Mr. M. B Masanl (Bombay City Non-MuhammadS Urb4 JTpreei 
dent, I rise to support the refusal of supplies moved by the precedme speaker 
In doing so, I would like at the outset to make it clear that I am 
thoroughly disinterested as between the railways and the roads JTS 
endeavour to remain neutral I always make it a point to flv! 

I am serious to this extent that the interests of the operate ' o*“■ 
and of the State railways on the other have both to be subordinated to tCo™ 
riding interests of the country as a whole And the fact thSZ paSy hap p S 
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to bv» State-owned and the other free enterprise does not place the railway* 

any higher moral position than the road tiansport services There is a 
idtspread feeling that the present rail-road co-ordmation scheme has been, 
-devised out of a fear, whether justified or unjustified, on_the part of the State 
railways that they are endangered by the development of road transport 
That motive has been ascribed by a large number of people, including recently 
the Vice-President of the Indian Merchants Chamber in Bombay in an official 
•speech 

The motion before the House for the lefusal of supplies can be based on a 
limited ground and that is that smce political and constitutional changes are 
impending—ceitainly in the piovinces and perhaps m the Centre— 
it is contrary to an elementary rule of public administration that 
a Government which is on its way out should commit the country or a pro- 
vinci to a far reaching measure of this nature Theretore, the majority of 
the ad hoc Committee s recommendation is the one which I am supporting 
If it were necessnrv^ I would refer to the remarks of Pandit Govind Ballabh 
Pamt, who was at one time Premier in the United Provinces, when last Nov¬ 
ember ho guite openly and definitely warned all the people concefned that if 
they placed their money oi invested their monev in these corporations which 
being set up, they were doing so at their own risk and that the Government 
which would take shape in that province in the very near future would not 
cmsidei itself bound by any commitments made by the present Advisers’ 
regime That shows very clearly that the present Governments, unrepresenta¬ 
tive as they are m the provinces and in the Centre, have no business to commit 
either the Centre or the provinces to far reaching relationships of this kind 
Smce there is everv possibility of, and we can look forward to, the operation 
of the scheme being suspended by a refusal of supplies, I think it would not 
be out of place to put before the House certain general considerations which 
point to the need for the entire scrapping of the scheme, not because rail-road 
co ordination is to be done away with—obviously it is essential—but because 
this is not really a scheme for co-ordination but for monopoly 

Yesterday, the Honourable Member in charge of this subject said that the 
present scheme did not rule out competition in service but only in ifate* He 
said We want competition in service but not in rates” With all respect, 
I say *hat that is not a (air estimate of the scheme thafis at present before 
us 1 say that this scheme, while professing to be a scheme of co-ordination, 
is in reality a scheme of monopoly, and of monopoly dominated by the existing 
monopolists, the State railways If you only refer to the White Paper put 
before us (page 4, clause 14), Government themselves make it afear bj saying 

"It is the w of the Central Government that competduon on the beau of pun will 
.inevitably result in uneconomic duplication They think, therefore, that the new joint 
Companies must in time have a monopoly of the type of road tiansport on the routes, or in 
the arse, covered by their permits But m any case the joint Companies should have 

a monopoly on the routes and of the type of traffic (passenger or goods) covered by their 
permit ” . 

That, Sir, is one way in which the monopoly would work There is also 
an attempt at a more insidious and far-reaebing monopoly on the part -of the 
railways That you will find in the report of the conclusions of the Eighth 
Meeting of the Transport Advisory Council, which, I understand, mef in Nov¬ 
ember 1945 

men?* Honcmr * bl « 8lr *dwwd Bengali: That, Sir, is not a published docu- 

® M asanl : Whether it rs published or not, the intentions of the 

promoters of the scheme are revealed by it and m one o! Its clauses— this is 
the endorsement of the Council to the recommendations—it says 

“During the first year until experience haa been gained of the working of the Code, 
Transport Authorities should scrutinise with particular care applications for grant or renewal 
of public earner permite for distances exceeding 50 miles and not exoeedine 1<» mikw 
between place* connected by railway " 

Later on, in the definitive provisions it is provided that 
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Tile Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. Is the Honourable Member m order 

m reading from a confidential document which is, aa a matter of fact, under 
discussion between the Provincial Governments and the Centre and Ts not an 
agreed document ? ^ 

Mr President. Is it a confidential document? 

Mr. Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants Chamber and Bureau Indian Com¬ 
merce) Th it not the pioposal of the Central Government and the Provincial 
Governments are merely invited to 6ay Yes or No to it? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. It is the result of the deliberations 
of the Transport Advisory Council which consists of members of the Provincial 
and Cential Governments and it is now the subject Of discussion by means 
of correspondence between the two It is not a settled policy until it hae 
been agreed to 

Mr. President' I want to be clear on facts In what sense it is a confi¬ 
dential document? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. It is not a published document I 
have no real desire to stop discussion on this particular aspect, but I would 
like to make it clear that it is only a policy which is under discussion between 
the Provinces and the Centre and it has not yet been finalised , 

Mr. President: 1 do not think any further discussion on this point is neces¬ 
sary It is clear that the document is not a confidential one, it is only at the 
stage of discussion, as the Honourable Member says, and it is an unpublished 
document But I believe copies are distributed to Honourable Members I 
want to be clear on the facts Has the Honourable Member got a copy of it 
from the library? 

Mr. M. E Maaani Yea, Sir. 

Mr President: Then it is not a confidential document 

Mr. M. E. Maaani: I hope, Sir, you will not deduct the time occupied just 
now in this discussion from the time limit allotted to my speech I Sir, I was 
reading the conclusions of the meeting of the Transport Advisory Council 

"A Regional authority should not, eave in accordance with the general or epecific instruc¬ 
tions of the Provincial Transport Commissioner or Authority grunt or renew any public 
carrier’s permit valid for a distance exceeding 60 miles between places served by railway, 
and should not in any case grant or renew such a permit valid for a distance exceeding 
100 miles between places connected by railway but should refer the application to the 
Provincial Transport Commissioner or Authority ” 

It goes on 

"Subject to a hearing having been duly accorded to the interested parties, including ths 
railway administration concerned, and to due regard having been had to the needs of ths 
area for transport to the interests of existing road operators and to the need for co 
ordination between road and rail, the competent Transport Officer or Authority in consider 
ing applications for the grant or renewal of a public carrier’s permit valid between places 
connected by railway— 

(a) should require strong economic justification to be shown to his satisfaction before 
granting or renewing a permit for a distance exceeding 100 miles, but not exceeding 200 
miles, and 

(b) should grant or renew a permit valid for a distance exceeding 200 miles only in every 
exceptional cases ’’ 

Now, Sir, these are valid attempts at getting a monopoly In America, 
a lot of passengeis are carried in buses at very cheap rates, and but for the 
fact that there is an efficient bus service, a lot of people in America would - not 
be able to go from the west coast to the east coast and back if this alternative 
bus service wars not available 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: That applies to goods, not to 
passengers 

Mr. M. E. Maaani. I thought this public earners permit applied to carriers 
of both forms of traffic I stand coirected There is no leason why goods should 
not be so transported, if it can be done at cheaper cost and at greater convenience 
to people who want their goods to be earned m 
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Mr. Manu Subedar Door to door delivery 

Mr M R Masani I say, Sir, this scheme savours strongly of monopoly 
I would like to oppose the very conception of monopoly as applied to our 
transport service I do so though I am a socialist According to rnj socialist 
faith, 1 do not believe it is necessary to support any and every measure of 
nationalisation Nationalisation, after all, is an instrument, a means to an 
end, and if it impedes social justice, if m a particular case it impedes the spread¬ 
ing of democracy to the economic sphere of life, then, I, Sir, would oppose it 

The reasons why I oppose monopoly aie manifold I shall just mention the 
reasons very briefly, because the time at my disposal would not permit of elabo¬ 
ration The outstanding reason for opposing monopoly in our country is the 
backwardness of India In the matter of roads, India has 35 miles of road 
mileage for every t(X) square miles of irci, as compared with 100 miles in the 
United States and 200 miles in the United Kingdom India has only rive motor 
vehicles for evciy lakh of popul vtion as against 1,200 in England and 3,300 in 
Amenca If road transport is backward, the position in regard to railways is 
by no means very much better While India has a railway mileagb of 41,000 
miles, Europe (excluding Russia) with a similar area has 190,000 miles of rail¬ 
roads What I am suggesting is that wc are very far away fioin saturation 
point We can do with a lot of more railways, a lot of more motor transport 
Tmy countries like England and Japan may be vexed with the problem of rail 
road rivalry We in this vast country have no reason to have headaches on this 
score I would ask the Honourable Member m charge of Railways to remember 
that he is diking of a \ast countr a potential great power and thtrefore, we 
do not want the narrow outlook which small countries like England or Japan, 
or other countries of that size, are obliged to take India is big enough for 
more railways, more roads, more shipping and more air lines We want healthy 
competition between all these modes of transport That is the only guarantee 
that new technical developments will be utilised and that efficiency will be 
maintained on both sides Therefore, if the railways fear competition, thou: 
first duty is to put their house in order 

The next reason for opposing monopoly at this stage is that there is complete 
absence of information and data In what way competition from road tnnsport 
has affected the railways is not clearly discernible. While other factors like 
depression were there, it is no good the railways blaming load trmsport for 
interference by reason of their competition In the ab°ence ot correct informa¬ 
tion and proper data, we cannot give to any people the right of monopoly 

So also, this attempt to set up a Transport Monopoly goes against the very 
basis of what I would call Gandhian thought We m this country have to think 
on new lines, we should take advantage of the latest developments in scierfbe, 
and arrivt at dec < nti ilistd 'oononiv Wc want economic power to be 
democratic, we want it to be spread over the largest number of hands possible 
I oppose the whole scheme on socialist grounds because it is agai/ist the small 
man I want the small man to have a place in society, and the small man 
includes the small ro id transport operator I would much lather have the 
small Indian operator than the big British bureaucrat I therefore rhink that 
the existence of free enterprise and free competition is a very valuable thing 
We do not want every one to be reduced to the position of "small screws m the 
big machine of State ’ If I had the time, I could quote the British socialist 
Professor (i D H (’ole and others who have recognised that the maintenance 
of the smill man in trade, m industry and m transport is not an anti-socialist 
measure but is a pro socialist measure as against the octopus of a big State 
that threatens to crush every one alike Therefore, I would say that now that 
the scheme will be kept m abeyance, the Provincial Governments m the Pro¬ 
vinces, and we hope a democratic Government in the Centre also, will have a 
chance to review the whole measure and scrap any attempt to have a monopoly 
in any form 

There are two ways by which one can go about this co ordination Co ordi- 
naUon can be in rates or in ownership and control Rates in railways, rates 
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■on the roads, in the air and on water ways can be co ordinated and competition 
equalised or evened out, and there is no reason wnv any one who wants to go 
into this enterprise of road transport should not be free to do so In other 
words, the forming of provincial corporations or zonal companies is not a ncccs 
sary part of co-ordination You Lan have co ordination of rates within the 
framework of free competition in road tru isport and between roads and rails 
That is the method followed by the American Inter State Commerce Commis¬ 
sion which recently reported that the policy should be one of determining 
minimum rates and letting trafhc divide itself between competing agencies 
The attempt hero is to canalise traffic in a particular route, not to give it a 
free chance to flow this way and that I suggest that a co ordinated and effi¬ 
cient and fully developed transport system cuu be made possible by means of 
a Central All India Transport Board, which would not only control the railways 
bub also roads, rivers and airways which would also be represented on that 
central authority The railways are no more entitled to dominate over road 
transport than road transport over the railways To interfere m any one branch 
of transport 4s nothing but dominating it According to the scheme proposed, 
although the Honourable Member denies it, it really means domination of 
railways over other forms of transport 

Now, Sir, one last point The Honourable Member’s Minute of Dis»ent to 
"the Majority Report of the ad hoc Committee is based on his anxiety and 
impatience not to have even a few weeks’ or months’ delay That, Sir, is very 
estimable because we in India have suffered too long from delays of all kinds 
May I say, Sir, that the Honourable Member’s anxiety camot be more pro¬ 
nounced than that of a person like Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the President of 
the National Planning Committee, one of our most eminent and ardent planners’ 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, with all his impatience and enthusiasm, says 

‘It should have been easily possible for this matter to be postponed for a few months in 
■order to consider the obvious objections to this scheme While I realise that some co ordi¬ 
nation is desirable and that small scale operators cannot easil function with efficiency and 
with convenience to the public, I am of opinion that the present U P rail road < o ordination 
scheme is in many ways unfair to the operators of the prosince The procedure adopted 
under the s< heme is causing great hardship to a large number of people ’ 

I would therefore suggest that the Honourable Member might also take tins 
view that a little more delay, of a few weeks or months, is not going to do 
very much harm when matters of far reaching importance are to be considered 
In fact, in his own speech before the Assembly which he delivered, I under¬ 
stand, last April, the Honourable Member himself described the problem ns “a 
problem which will require considerable statesmanship and patience spread over 
a number of years, if we are to secure an orderly development of transport for 
■the country’s welfare" I suggest that just as the Honourable Member has 
been*trying to impress on us the virtues of patience when we were dealing with 
the grievances of third class passengers or the manufacture of locomotives 
in India, so toia we can preach patience to him when our interests are concerned 
In any case, it does not he in the mouths of those who have taken over a 
century to get down to the job of organising our road transport to show such 
impatience at this stage 

Mr A 0 Turner (Government of India Nominated Official) Sir, although 
two individual opinions to the contrary have been expressed this morning, I 
think it is a fact that all parties m this House and also the ail hoc committee 
of this House have agreed that Government's policy of forming joint road rail 
companies is the corret t policy (Cries of "No, no") This policy is designed 
to provide (1) the public reliable and efficient service at fair prices, (2) co ordi 
nation between road and rail transport designed to avoid lapsing into the 'Id 
state of cut-throat competition, and (3) to yield a reasonable return to the 
shareholders of the companies The ad hoc committee hvvc agreed that the 
white paper embodies these principles and, so far as I am aware, there is no 
-allegation that the Central Government have not done all m their power faith¬ 
fully to carry out the intentions underlying that agreement The one point m 
issue seems to me to be the allegation that m some areas there has been insuffi¬ 
cient consultation with the existing road operators and that they ma\ not havb 
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received a fair deal While this is a senous matter in so far as it may exist. 
Government are satisfied that there are many areas in which negotiations witn 
existing operators have been full ar^l agreements have been reached which are 
approved by all and the buses are now ready to be put on to the road Clearly 
in such areas there can be no need or justification for holding everything up 
The ad hoc committee have recommended postponement of any fuither 
investments in view of the impending clidnges in the Provincial Governments 
Since all parties m this House have expressed agreement with the policy I can¬ 
not see what advantage may be gained by suspending all action along the 
approved lines of the policy The one object is to ensure that existing operators 
get a fair deal Where no fear exists on this score surely the schemes should go 
ahead Where genuine grievances exist, is it not better to get those gnevances 
redressed at once 9 It was for this reason that the Honourable Leader of the 
House m his note of dissent on paragraph 4 of the ad hot committee’s report 
suggested that any cases where disagreements persist may be referred to a 
committee of this House It must be remtmbered that the ot>i°ctive of the 
committee and of the Mover of this cut motion is to secure fairplay for the 
existing operators Postponement where grievances exist may ultimately bene¬ 
fit some operators, but postponement where there is practically complete agree¬ 
ment and where months have been spent in pi inning and considerable expense 
has been incurred by the existing operators and where everything is now ready 
to put the buses on the road, would m my opinion do grievous harm and injustice 
to the operators concerned Where no dispute exists clearly the services should 
be put into operation both in the interests of the existing operators and also 
of the public which want the road services 

Coming to the actual cut which has now been proposed, the proposal is to 
out the whole amount of supply Is this not a peculiar way of trying to remedy 
a minor ailment 0 Does it not seem like trying to cure a patient, of a small ill 
by cutting off his head? 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayy&ngar (Madras Ceded District and Chittoor non- 
Muhammad in Rural) May I know whether a major ill can be cured by cutting 
off the head? 

Dll A 0. Tumei That too would be unusua] Sir, the ad hoc committee 
have supported the policy and have only recommended the postponement of 
further investment 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Rural) Sir, 
there is no question of ‘further’ investments I have been listening to the 
Monoarable Member’s speech and he has twice misrepresented the report of 
the committee There is no such word as ‘further’ It says there shoifrd be 
no investment 

Mr. A 0 Tumar Presumably that also means that we should enter into 
no further commitments The intention may be to criticise the action of the 
past, but any reasonable man mu^t understand the recommendation of the 
committee to be that there should be no commitments m future also 
Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan It means, no investment 


*Mt A 0 Turner To continue the ad hoc committee recommended post- 
lemcnt of investments They clearly visualised proceeding with the imple¬ 


mentation of the scheme in the comparatively near future If, however, the 
whole of the provision of 3 crores and 48 lakhs is cut, neither the present nor 
the future Government can make any, further investments, nor can any of the 
schemes proceed, until a supplementary grant is voted by this House; and that 
presumably would be some time next autumn at the earliest This must cause 
considerable financial loss to Government, to piomoters and to existing opera¬ 
tors and would deprive the public of efficient services tor months to come 
burely this cannot bp the intention of this House I would in the circumstances 
strongly urge on the Honourable Mover to reduce the amount of his cut to (say) 
♦ crores instead of 3 crores and 48 lakhs The remaining provision would suffice 
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to enable Government to make some progress and incur some further financial 
commitments in areas where there is no dispute, or, if this House so prefers, 
in cases where a committee of this House, as already proposed by the Leader 
of the House, is satisfied that the terms of the White Paper have been 
substantially observed * 

Mr H. G Stokes (Bombay European) Sir, when I first saw this motion 
1 felt that it was an invitation to an -execution By it we have been asked to 
sentence to death the policy of railroad coordination to which this House 
agreed last April, and after listening to the speeches of the Honourable Mover 
and my Honourable friend Mr Masam I am strengthened m that view Wo 
agreed to that policy last April but we never thought it the best policy that 
could be devised for the industry I hope to say more on that later, but we 
did feel that that policy had many good points and we also felt that it was, at 
that time at any late, the only policy that could secure general favour and 
general agieement in this House Also we felt that a policy at that time w'us 
a very urgent necessity Now, Sii, last April the war was nearing its end or 
lather was in its later stages, and the era of post war development was—1 think 
all will ngree—in sight We felt and we feel chat whatever plan may be adopt¬ 
ed, whatever plan my Honourable friends may decide upon when they come to 
power, a really sound and speedy development of motor transport is an absolute 
necessity If we take a long view, Sir, transport is just as necessary for the 
development of industry m the cities, I submit, as it is for the development of 
the rural areas and the villages 

Then there is another point of view that I should like to refer to which* 
concerns the question of employment In this respect we here find ourselves- 
in agreement with the views both of my Honourable friend Mr Guruswami 
and of my Honourable friend Mr Anthony Mr Guruswami says that he doet» 
not wish a single man to be deprived of a job to make room for the soldiers who 
are coming back Now, Sir, leaving justice out of the question, that is sound 
common sense for it is not a solution of the problem If you want to get five 
and if you take away two from four and if you add two you still get four and 
not five What we need is more jobs and new jobs We also entirely agree with 
the views of Mr Anthony that we should do the best we possibly can fOr these 
men who are coming back out of the forces They fought for us, they have 
saved India and it is up to us to give them the best jobs that we can possibly 
find These Sir, an expanding road transport industry can provide Many of 
them came from the field and from the bullockcart They are now trained 

w technicians and they won’t go back, and it is not reasonable I submit 
00K to expect them to go back 

We saw other advantages in this policy The policy of rail road co-ordma- 
Aion has been a success in the United Kingdom The railways have invested 1 
largely in road services—the figure, I believe, is something like 13 crores—and 
they secure a very good return on their money We saw in the policy an 
opportunity for safeguarding the rights of the operators to which my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr Masam, has referred, and we regard that, like everybody else- 
m the House, as a most important fact Then, Sir, the scheme whereby the 
Railways provided a certain amount of capital was to us good, because it meant 
that money would be readily available, and just at the time probably when 
there would be heavy calls on capital development, and the provision of this 
by the Railways would make it unnecessary for the big capitalist interests to- 
come in which we were all agreed should be kept out of the industry Those are 
the advantages that we saw in the policy, but. in its short life it has developed 
a feature to which we cannot but object I refer to the somewhat inordinate 
appetite of the provinces for a share of the pudding Provinces in many cases- 
have taken a large helping, the railways have taken a large helping, and as a 
result, in a number of cases, there is a precious little left for the operator and 
for the public That means undue participation by the Railways and by the- 
Provincial Governments, and that, 'Sir, leads naturally to financial dommation 
Financial domination I would like to describe as a Frankenstein—a word that 
was used in our deliberations last April, I foiget who used it, I think the: 
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Honourable Mr Desai I don’t know what a ‘Frankenstein!’ exactly is, but I 
gather it is an all-devounng monster 

Prof IT 0- Ranga (Guntur rum Nefioie Non Muhammadan Rural) Man¬ 
made monster 

Hi E d Stokes jit is certainly an all-devounng monster, and I submit 
that we are justified m thinking that when the ‘Frankenstein comes out of its 
lair, it brings with it nationalization W e here oppose nationalization not be¬ 
cause we are capitalists though we certainly believe in the capital structure tor 
industry, but. Sir, we oppose it because we firmly and sincerely believe that 
industry will develop quicker and will achieve a healthier growth if full range 
is given to individual effoit, to individual initiative, and to individual ambi¬ 
tion 

Shfi Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Like the East India Company! 4 

Mr H G Stokes No, Sir We do not consider that this verv valuable 
policy—it is valuable in our opinion—can possibly have free development under 
the dead weight of Government control We here see no reason why nationali¬ 
zation should be the best What we should like is that this industry should 
grow up m free and healthy competition with the Railways That Sir, we think 
is the best policy Obviously it must be controlled—there I agree with my 
Honourable fnend Mr Masam—because control is needed for the safety of the 
.public who will use the services, and control is needed to prevent undue com¬ 
petition by the railways and undue and unfair competition amongst the operators 
•themselves, which leads to bad services and a fall in the safety rate I do not 
propose here to suggest how that control could be achieved, but I see in the 
White Paper in Section 14 that Government suggests the Motor Vehicles Act 
of 1939 Government have suggested there that the Act should be amended— 
I think that is necessary—but they also suggest that power should be given to 
'the Regional Transport Authority or to some other authority to levy, fines, for 
the non-performance of certain duties That, Sir, I am afraid, we here cannot 
possibly agree to We do not think that fines should be levied by any but a 
judicial body and we should strongly object to the *power being given to a 
statutory body of the land I have mentioned So much foi policy 
, I would now like to say a little about the ad hat Committee Report of which 
I was privileged to be a membi-r Paiagraph 4 of that Report I think cuts 
right across the rail road policy It is true that it only recommends postpone- 
'ment, but I ieel and I felt that that postponement, which is sine die, might b* 
very much prolonged It is expected that Provmcial Governments will shortly 
come in—at least we hope so—and I dare say they have, in many cases, a 
policy for road transport ready I suggest that you may have a policy ready, 
but it takes tune to work out the details and it takes time to convince people 
that it is the best policy and that it should be put into effect I fear that this 
postponement is going to be a very lengthy one, and I venture to oack up my 
Honourable friend, Mr Turner, m suggesting that it is inadvisable at this 
time I submit that it is not fair to the public who want these services, who 
are anxious that transport facilities should be extended during the time when 
rail-road travel must still be very restricted I submit. Sir, that it is going to 
6e a great hardship to the operators many of whom have made up their minds 
to join this scheme and have probably made binding financial arrangements, 
and here, Sir, I would like to say a word about the question of persuasion I 
am afraid I could not agree with the majority of my colleagues that there has 
'been lack of persuasion in most of the provinces I do not think I am justified 
in divulging anything here or speaking of individual provinces I rather gather 
that the deliberations of the Committee must be regarded as confidential So 
I will only say that only in one province was I completely satisfied that very 
much further persuasion was needed That was the U P to which the Honour¬ 
able Clover has 1 think referred 
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Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
What about the Central Provinces? 

Mr. H. G Stokes The Central Provmces Government—if I may speak on 
it as 1 a.m not personally concerned—hail, long before we discussed our policy 
last April, enteied into certain commitments and had decided on a certain 
policy I do not defend their action in any way 

Shn Mohan! Lai Saksena: They are indefensible 1 

Mr H G. Stokes My honourable friend says that they are indefensible 
I do not defend them and 1 do not intend to do so But I do feel that the 
Cential Government cannot be blamed for what happened in the Ci ntral Pro¬ 
vinces My tune is short 

Mr President The Honourable Member has only about a minute 

Mr H G Stokes. Thank you I will conclude This year is a very import¬ 
ant year for motor transport because we are going to have for the hrst time, 
as the Cxovernment has told us, for six years, i Urge number of new vehicles 

Shn Mahan Lai Saksena. You are to dispose of them all I 

Mr. H. G. Stokes And you have also a very large number being released 
by the military authonties, both Bntish and Amencun and there is I submit 
an ideal opportunity for the new companies to secure vehicles at very reason¬ 
ably prices and good vehicles so that these services can be extended 

I had intended to conclude with an appeal to the Honourable the mover 
that he would reconbider his decision and agree to something such as my 
honourable friend Mr Turner has suggested But, Sir, my time is up and 
Mr Turner has already made that appeal If the original motion is pressed, 
then I am afraid we must vote against it 

Sir Mohammad Tamm Khan First of all I must take exception to the state¬ 
ment which my honourable friend, Mr Turner, the Financial Commissioner for 
Railways, has made, and I must say that he has absolutely misrepresented and 
misinterpreted tile ad hot Committee s report and whut was in their minds 
The Committee did not approve of the scheme at all They only said that they 
think th it the White Paper fairlv represents, not in toto but fairly represents 
the scheme as was put by the Honourable Member in charge last year They 
did not approve of it They have shown in other paragraphs that they are not 
altogether agreeable to that scheme 

The second thing what the Honourable Member has tried to show is that 
the atl hoc Committee had only asked th it no further investment be made 
The Committee has clearly said that no investment should be made because it 
watf never put before this Committee that any kind of investment had been made 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Question I 

Sir Mohaiomad Yamin Khan' The Committee said that it was not brought 
to the notice of the Committee officially that any investment had been made 
Therefore the Committee did not consider it to be seized with the question of any 
penny having been spent They said it is the jurisdiction of the Standing 
Finance Committee for Railways to see whether any money has been spent and 
to investigate with what authority it has been spent, because the Standing 
Finance Committee had never given any consent for even <1 single penny to do 
spent on this scheme Therefore any penny which has been spent will have to 
be decided by this House whether this has been done rightly or wrongly and the 
ad hoc Committee has given its verdict that if any money has been spent, this 
has been done irregularly, for which my Honourable friend was very anxious that 
this word should be taken out so that he may not be taken to task by the Finance 
Department that he has spent the money irregularly, and I endorse it that what¬ 
ever expenditure has been incurred that has been irregular and unwarranted 
and without any authority by this House I will go further and say that when 
the demand comes for the supplementary grant this House will properly deal 
with this demand and will express the opmion that this House had never been 
consulted and no sanction was behind that expenditure 1 
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Sir, now I will deal with this question My honourable friend, the War 
Transport Member, said last year that if the House agreed he would proceed 
with the negotiations with the provinces That was the only authority given 
and not for expenditure by this House* The Rs 82 lakhs which were restored, 
were restored on a different cut as explained bv him for different purposes but 
this money was absolutely not allowed by the Standing Finance Committee 
Even in his speech, the Honourable Member said that if anything will be required, 
he will come b( fore (lie Committee and will take its approval These are the 
words 

I umleitake however, that in any case the remaining will be specifically placed 

before tho Minding Finance Committee for Railways for approval before any agreement is 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall If I remember aright, that applied 
to managing agents onlv 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan Quite right Further the Honourable Member 
said 

' I shall then proceed to address Provincial Governments to urge on them tne acceptance 
of the principles laid down where they have not have been already accepted ” 

And then he said that he will come before the House and will keep them 
mfoimed every time as the matter progresses These are words from his 
speech T need not quote every word of it Tf he reads his speech he will find 
“that the Government will proceed on these lines and will continue to keep the 
House and its Committees informed of the progress” He did not ask for 
sanction that he may be allowed to go and spend money 

Then according to the convention of the House if the scheme is accepted, 
every demand for the expenditure has to be scrutinised by the Standing Finance 
Committee for Railways and they have to qxamine every scheme and then give 
the sanction The Standing Finance Committee was never consulted for any 
kind of expenditure whatsoever Therefore I say the whole expenditure is 
unauthorised and irregular and those who have spent this they will have to 
make it up either from their pockets or the Government will deal with them 
and see how the money can be recovered If they are so powerful that they can 
spend public money and not be responsible for it, then of course I have nothing 
to say But as far as power lies in this House, it vyill never endorse any penny 
having been spent without the sanction of this House 

The Honourable Member had very clearly promised that the operators will 
be consulted and will be given full opportunity to speak and their co-operation 
sought and after making this promise he said 

1 Actions speik louder than words and I do hope that when this House meets again they 
will not find that our actions fall short of our professions ” 

I will show clearly and briefly how their actions have fallen short of their 
professions They have not been consistent at all Again he says “I promise 
to the operators a square deal, so far as it is m my power” What is the square 
deal to the operator The square deal to the operators has been that an ordin¬ 
ance has been issued and under it the permits have been stopped which could be 
under ord nary Law renewed The men are entitled to have their permits for 
three years and the square deal which the Honourable Member has done is that 
he has taken advantage of getting the signature of the Governor General to issue 
an ordinance over riding the law which was passed by this House, so that their 
permits can be cancelled before their time Those people are not only threaten¬ 
ed by the cancellation of their permits but after cancellation they are presented 
with a document written under the authority of whom’ I shall tell you Here 
is one company which I have got The document is signed by Mr B N Bery, 
General Manager of the North Western Railway, Mr Thom, Provincial Trans¬ 
port Commissioner, United Provinces and Mr De Mello General Manager of 
the Gwalior and Northern India Transport Co Ltd This tB done after their 
permits had been cancelled They say “If you have got any lorry, the value of 
your permit is only Rs 500 You are getting no more than Rs 600 per permit” 
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The valuation is to be put on the lorry and if they do not accept the price and if 
they want to sell to any other person, these men will not be entitled to invest 
their money in the company but they lose their rights and become ordinary 
private citizens 

The second point is, ordinarily if a* bus becomes unserviceable the man 
exchanges it for another through a company This company wants that all these 
should be treated as scrap and must be sold in the market as such at whatever 
price they can fetch and the company is not prepared to take it This is the 
fair deal that the Honourable Member has promised I say that the working 
has been from the beginning to the end absolutely inconsistent with the promises 
given 

The Honourable Member was trying to show to this House that there were 
certain cases where Governments were proceeding and the railways had done 
nothing of any kind and no commitment had been made on the 3rd April, 1945 
In the note which was presented to the Standing Finunct Committee for Rail¬ 
ways it is disclosed that the G I P R nlway entered into an agreement with 
Messrs Sultan Chinoy vnd anothei Transport company in August 1914 With 
whose authority was this done’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall In pursuance of the policy which had 
long been iccepted by Government, insing originally out of the Wedgewood 
Report 

Prof N G Ranga This House negatived the Wedgewood Report and con 
demned it 

Sir Mohammad Tamm Khan This is the way this House has been treated 
This was in the possession of the Honourable Member and he never placed these 
facts before this House He said that the C P Government were negotiating 
and before they finalised every thing will be placed before the Standing Fmanoe 
Committee and before the House * Ho ought to have told the House that the 
Government on behalf of the Railways had approached certain companies to 
negotiate for participation m the road rail scheme but this was never disclosed 
to the House We find that m August 1944 this was an accomplished fact 
As a matter of fact the C P Government had not agreed to allow Messrs Sultan 
Chinoy and Co to start their company unless they agreed to give 50 per cent 
shares to the public and that was only up to the extent of ten lakhs but the 
Government negatived this and railways came m and wanted to increase it to 
50 lakhs This matter was presented to the Standing Finance Committee which 
remarked as follows This is a Jund of censure The Committee said 

“They considered it unforltmsie (of corner in a polite manner) that in the qm» of 
the C P Transport Service, Ltd , the*matter of appointment of managing agents had gone 
eoTar that rt was impracticable to npeet the arrangements, bnt they approve the scheme# 
subject to the following recommendations ” It means this that if they do not accept 
these, every thing it thrown off First, “The period of the managing agacoy should be 
reduced to Wq yews'' that m instead of 20 years, which they were proposing, and “the 
remuneration of the managing agent should be reduced from tea to 6 per cent profit thereof ” 

"The consideration for shares alloted to road operators should be taken m 
the form of vehicles at assessed value and any balance in the form of cash ’’ 
Messrs Sultan Chinoy and the other transport company did not agree to these 
conditions, which means that the Standing Finance Committee’s acceptance is 
null and void The Standing Finance Committee met on the 25th July when 
they passed the above remarks and though the committee existed till the 30th 
September, 1945. no further approach was made to it Now I see the Honour¬ 
able Member is anxious His dissenting note is very clear He wants to kill 
the operators by one stroke That is the square deal which the Honourable 
Member wants to give Though an ordinance has been issued, the majority 
report of the committee said that all the permits which had been invalidated 
under the ordinance should be validated and the ordinary law should take *s 
course but the Honourable Member is unable to accept this report This is the 
fair deal which we can expect from the Railway Department and from those 
who are interested m running these services My Honourable Mend Mr S t a fa oc 
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has said that the public wants that these new buses should come in but 1 think, 
nobody except himself or his group wants that there should be a change of the 
kind as is suggested in the schemes At present the railways are charging less 
than pies, m some places 3 pies per mile with a little surcharge and what is 
suggested here m this scheme is that 6 pies per mile will be charged from third 
class accommodation m the lorries 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall That is not the Central Government 
Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan This is issued under the signature of Mi 
Berry, the Genera] Manager of N W It 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall In accordance with the Provincial 

Government s orders 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan This is the co oidinatiou between the Central 
Government and the Provincial Governments that the General Manager of a 
railway and the Provincial Transport Commissioner agree to charge so much 
from the public and put it into the pocket of Mr DeMcllo This is ihc wav 
how you are going to treat the public The poor man who can now come to 
Delhi from Meerut, a distance of 40 miles, for eleven annas, you propose to 
charge him Its 1 5 0 I am just giving you one illustration 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Does the Honourable Member then, 
think that these bus fares are too high’ 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan I think 60 These fares are put in the interest 
of railways and not in the interests of the general public I say that it is because 
they think that tin. so buses serve the public in a much cheaper manner they 
should therefore be wiped off from the line That is why this anxiety 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall The Honourable Member wishes bus 
fares to be lowered rather than railway fares to be put up is that right’ 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan No, I dcT not want that I say that the 
railways are charging only 11 annas now and they want the buses to charge 1-5-0, 
that is, double the amount, and so it is not m the interests of the public, as my 
friend Mr Stokes says, because he may be able to pay since he travels first 
class and pays something like six annas a mile, and this is intended for upper 
classes—9 pies per passenger mile Therefore he gams, while the poor man 
loses Therefore he wants to benefit at the expense of the poor man and he 
says it is all right But ihe public as a whole, the class of people who go by 
the bus are the losers, and therefore it is not nght to say that the public is 
anxious to have this kmd of bus service replaced It may be so in a few 
exceptional cases, but I do not see where the public comes in, and if the public 
is represented by the views of the elected members of this House, he will know 
where the public stands I have listened to the appeal so pathetically mode 
by my friend Mr Turner, that thjs may be reduced to Rs 2 crores, instead of 
fie total amount being rejected I am afraid that no elected member of this 
House will fall into this trap and allow you even a pie, so that you might say 
that your scheme has been accepted and then crush these people No This 
House will reject in in toto and put it down that the scheme as it has been 
worked has been ruthlessly earned out and therefore not a single pie will be left 
with the Government for this purpose in order to carry out this scheme in this 
manner and in this spint for the next year 

Just one minute more, Sir Sardar Sant Singh asked last year “Will the 
Government work it in this spirit?” and the Honourable Member said he will 
work in that same spint If this had been worked in that spint of give md 
take and toleration and no threat and no misuse of power, then of course that 
would have been totally different Now, I endorse my signature on the report 
which I have put, that there has been no consultation, as fai as my knowledge 
goes, and I do not know if any other member had any other knowledge beyond 
what he has listened to here, but I have got personal knowledge and I say that 
at least in my province there is no question of operators being consulted or 
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their consent being taken they have been treated very badly and threatened and 
a ready-made scheme has been thrust on them Therefore I appeal to tlio 
House to support this cut and show to the Government that they are not willing 
to support such high handed action—they make a promise and cairy it out m 
a different manner I support the motion 

Mi. P B. Gole (Berar Non-Muhammadan) Mr President, I rise to support 
the motion so ably moved by my honourable friend from the Muslim League 
Pai tj 

Mr President Will the Honourable Member speak a little more loudly’ 

Mr P B. Gole 1 wa- one ot the nn”iibtt<* < l tin ml Inn commitbc uil we 
had to examine whether the white paper represented correctly the agreement 
that was reached on the floor of this House, and wo examined the white paper 
in the light of the speeches made last year when the supplementary demand 
for 82 lakhs was voted, and we thought that clearly speaking the first part 
of it fairly represents the agreement that wa3 -reached on the floor of this 
House But when we began to examine the dptailb and the working of the 
scheme m diffc i ent provinces, we found that precept and <ee lion weie different 
In fact I would like to quote the Honourable Leader of the House when he stated 
last year’that actions speak louder than words “I hope when this House meets 
again they will not find that our actions fall short of our professions ” Now 
unfortunately I have to remark that these actions speak louder than the words 
of the Honourable Member last year, and the actions are just the opposite of 
what was agreed to and what was written in the first part of the white paper 
I may draw your attention to paras 9 and 13 of the first part of the white 
paper There it clearly suggests that in every province the scheme that was 
to be adopted was to be brought about by negotiation with the present opera* 
tors It was intended that these operators 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I would ask whether the action does 
not speak louder than the words _ the action complained of is not by the Cen¬ 
tral Government The action of the Central Government is the white paper— 
the policy laid down there 

Mr P B. Gole I am sorry to say that the action if it is by the Provincial 
Governments has been endorsed by tho Central Government In fact, the 
Central Government has been contnbutmg money for supporting the action of 
the Provmical Governments, and therefore this is the action In fact, I am 
really surprised that the honourable War Transport Member just now says that 
the action is the first part of the white paper But the bringing into effect of 
this white paper is really the action, and although it may have been brought, 
about by the Provincial Governments, the Central Government is a party to it, 
and the Central Government has adopted it, in fact invested money in those 
concerns Therefore these are the actions, and I am very sorry to say that they 
-are exactly the opposite to what was agreed to on the floor of this House 
Really speaking, none of the members of the ad hoc committee was willing to 
disallow this money which was voted, because the scheme had been agreed to> 
somehow 6r other nghtly or wrongly on the floor of the House, but ultimately 
it came to our notice that as a matter of fact the Provincial Governments with 
the connivance or consent of the Central Government are proceeding with 
schemes which are just opposite to what was agreed to on the floor of the House, 
and therefore as I said I would only point out for the sake of instances, two 
cases where this has nob been followed in any of the provinces 

First, I refer to para 9 in the first part of the white paper, m which the 
present operators on the roads were to be consulted as to who amongst them 
should be the promoter, and with their consent the promoter was to be 
appointed, and that promoter really speaking with their consent was 
to float the company in which the railway authorities as well as the Pro¬ 
vincial Governments were to have a share Now, take the case of Bombay, 
where the promoters were not chosen by the operators In fact the provincial 
transport authority went round from place to place and brought about—he did' 
not call a meeting, he did not even consult those operators together, but he 



LBGI3LATIVB ASSEMBLY 


[26th Fbb 1946 


1644 

[Mr P B Qole] 

took some operators of his choice and appointed them promotors In fact, 
even the ordinary procedure that ought to be followed m such cases was not 
followed in Bombay The Bombay Government on the 14th June 1945 issued 
m tlie (1 i/ctte i scheme for the rnl-road <o ordination The usual method i/ 
that whenever a proposal is made or published m the Gazette, the Government 
generally calls for objections from the public as well as from those persons who 
would be affected by that scheme In this case, when this was published on 
the 14th June, no objections were called for In fact that was the final scheme 
that was placed before the public and the operators Somehow or other I find 
that in this rail road co ordination the public is nowheie mentioned, it is fo» 
the benefit of the public that the scheme is adopted and the ultimate object is 
that the travelling public should be benefitted but the travelling public has 
nowhere been consulted In no province has the public been consulted or called 
upon to express its opinion 

Here the position as we find it is this The scheme was published on the 
14th June md ifteiwards the Motor Transport Authority proceeded to give 
notices md in liit tm tin hi m tu 1 tin pioMiue-, i new Onlinmce wa wloplod 
in Scptimbii I*141 ( ini n illv siupnsul it the way m which the Ordimnc c 

has been proiiiii'glied I do not know it whose suggestion this Ordinance was 
promulgated Probably Section 44(2) of the Motor Vehicles Act was not before 
the Got eminent at the time when this was promulgated Otherwise 1 suppose 
care would hivi been taken m promulgating this Ordinance to safeguard against 
the great difficulty which has now arisen I will take the case of Bombay, 
although I come from C P About the C P the less said the better If that) 
is a foretaste of what is to come, then the sooner the whole thing is scrapped 
the better it will be 

Now, I would bring to your notice section 44 (2) This section says 


“A Provincial Transport Authority or a Regional Transport Authority shall consist of 
such number of officials mil non offu uls as the Piovineiul Government may think fit to 
appoint but no person who has a financial interest whether as proprietor, employee or other 
wise in anv transport undertaking shall be appointed as or continue as a member of a Pro 
vmcial or Regional Transport Authority ” 

Somehow or other these Provincial Governments have taken financial m 
Merest in these new companies which have been floated and the Provincial Trans- 
[port Authority is issuing permits Now, this authority is really a representa¬ 
tive of the Government and if they have a financial interest how can they 
Really speaking issue these permits at all In fact, the Provincial Transport 
Authority comes to an end immediately it takes financial interest m these 
companies This is the law and this m m the statute book and so long ae these 
provisions exist m the law, the Provincial Transport Authority is expressly for- 
hidden to take financial interest in these undertakings 

Then there is another difficulty in the way of the Government I am 
referring to the Ordinance issued by the Government on the 14th 4 July 1944 
There, section 6 of the Motor Vehicles Act was sought to be amended and it 
is said that the Provincial Government may by notification in official Gazette 
authorise, subject to such conditions as it may deem fit to impose, any person 
to perform such functions of the Provincial Government Thus, the Regional 
Transport or Provincial Transport Authority is olothed with power of the Pro¬ 
vincial Government Take the case of the C P There the Provincial Govern¬ 


ment enters into a contract and into financial arrangements and invests money 
All actions of this Provincial Transport Authority subsequent to the taking of 
financial interest in these companies becomes ultra vires and illegal What do 
we find in the Bombay Presidency? I do not want to name any person but 
Mr Kotawala who is the Provincial Transport Authority m the Bombay Presi¬ 
dency has got personal financial interest Once financial interest comes in, 
the Provincial Transport Authority ceases automatically to be the Provincial 
Transport Authority Therefore all its actions in cancelling permits or issuing 
«ew permits become ultra vires and illegal Probably this escaped the notice 
■of Government while issuing the Ordinance 



JllL RAILWAY BUIH.L1-1 1*5 l OI DI MANl)S '1545 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 4 s personalities have been brought in, 
must say that the whole of that often’s position has bun fully disclosed and 
s tally known to the Provincial Government and thcie is nothing lm gulur m 
t v\lnt soever 

Mr P B Gole That does not make it'Jegal The position is that we aie 
’OMtiud by the Motoi Vehicles Act and btction 44 (2) clearly lays down the 
josition Thcrefou the whole sehemt of the hnaneial interest of the Plot in cl d 
lovuninentb with the Cmtril Uoveinment helping them is lllegil iiom stait 
o limsh \\ c were inxious at tlia„ time tint the new Oidmance tint w is i n 
icted should be withdrawn and we have also stated that the penults that vvert 
“ancelled undei the authoritv of these Ordinances should be lciiewed The 
c ison is obvious There is patent illegality in tin whole procedure that has 
in n followtd Tfi.it is wilt we h m stitid in mil repoit th it the Ordinmn 
hould lie witlidiawn 

Theic is another aspect to this qiustion md it is tins Ho ids ire proviucnl 
.ubjccts No doubt m these roads the common taxpayer has invested Ins 
nonev It is,i died the Kings lnghvv i\ and cveiv person has i riglit to the 
isc ot this highw iy unless he conus m the wav ot anoihi l 

Mr President Order, order 1 would lequcst lloumuablc Munbeis to emv 
in then consult itions in a low tone oi, betlir Mill, m the lobby 

Mr P B Gole I was pointing out the lights oi the common man so iai n« 
(Aids ire lomcrmd That being so, tveiv opeiitoi, gu it oi small li is a light 
o plv his vehicle on the road along with the big companies which have vntual 
nonopohts, is Mr Masani pointed out. These big (ompunes are going to dnve 
lut the small bus operators I ask why should not these small opeiatois be 
dlowed to ply their tnde They have as much light to the use of the road ts 
he bigger compmies The Railways have got a monopoly because the rails 
ire the exclusivi property ot the railways but the roads ue public property m 
vlncb every member of the public is interested and his got a vested interest 
ifou canont deprive bun of that right bv making rules undei the Motor Vehicles 
ict When this railroad coordination scheme was started, 1 was wondering 
vhether the Government ever took into consideration the common rights of the 
leople in regard to the ust of highwavs nul fiom that point of view tilt ques 
ion is whither this rail-ioad co-ordination should be started at all We should 
\ot come in the way of the cftmnion rights of every member of the public and 
rom this point of view also, this rail-road co ordination scheme does require 

onsideration We as members of the Committee wanted to see whether any 

irogress has been made on the lines of what was agreed to on the floor ofl the 
louse last year And from this point of view we examined this rail-road 
.cherve Although the points were correctly stated in the first part of the 
Vhit-e Paper, the actual action speaks just the contrary and we find an almost 
lutocritic way in which not the common operator on the road is being ben*=- 
ltted but it is the capitalists who are being benefitted Take the case of the 

3 P Both these companies which were floated they were not operators on the 

oads They were, as observed by my Honourable friend, the agents for selling 
notor accessories They were not on the road They were taken hold of bv 
he 0 P Government and they were made not only promotors but thev weie 
pven the managing agencies 

Mr President* Order, Order The Honourable Member may remember his 
ime limit 

Mr. P B Gole* I do not want to take more time, Sir, but the subject is 
vast one and I happen to be a member of the Committee I assure you 1 
von’t take much time I will now read paragraph 13 of the White Paper Tt 

“Managing Agencies will not be employed hereafter Cases where railuavs, or Prowu 
al Governments in conjunction with railwajs have carried negotiations with anv road tran* 
»ri wterest to a stage where thev stand committed to a Managing Agencv and wheie such 
iromotors are unwilling to modify the airangement,, will he reported by Railway Administra 
ions to the Railway Board before agreements are concluded ” a 
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V W (jo\p \ 
i.afc is the point, m tins i 
,'s yveie taken Its mi 
initlei the man igmg a 

mil alteiwauK they w. 


Hilling In n Imquish tinlr 
;mnllv, they wcie foi 10 
1,1 !() I iljis Wliy was 
Ihn nete ire I willing to 
so fu is on. < owpan y is 


l.) I, mi it, tin dividend ilicy pmposid t„ giw, nidiisiyc ol nuonn t i\ was 
2 pci unt 1 |ili ci nl ot wlin.li would go tow aids tin lncoini lay md the other 
1 pi i (i ill will lie >.i\im In the sh uelioldi r s ot Uil i omp un These are the 
loiniiains which in going to -.lye this tunc lit lo the operatois and also to the 
puhlic ho ill is tin linsuus ot tin public m conct inf d the h ss slid the 

I do n,it think 1 shill lie ihl, lo finish li) this hut I would in conclu¬ 

sion ill d in view ot wliut has ill < idy Inin slid bv my otht l linnds 1 support 
llie ) lotion ot lot il j, ]< cl ion ot tins grant 

l»i I 're T close I m ly di aav voui attention to page 107 of the Dun unis for 
<. mi 'I In 1 I hid tint tin budget esliinti lot Pllb 17 is Its ! 1708,000 
Is w u Old HJIdhsWiM yelled wild. IS the revised c-dun it. foi Dll') 46 
w is I 18 Oft 0()0 Whence did this money eonae and how avas it spent, 7 my¬ 
self .lo not know Perhaps (ho Honourable the Railway Mem be i would ask 
tot i supplemental \ grant, but that is a different matter 1 submit that in 
Me \y of the fait tint none of tlnse agri.imnts have been observed in action, 
111 . (l.iii md should he injected 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Sir, my Honourable friend Mr Masani 
quoted igdinst nn mv stitunent that it mjuired great patience spread oyer a 
menhir ol ye ih to a.liiiy. mu ohjc.livi W In n f s ud tint I foiesiw a 
’111’ h 1 ) 'litiie ii 1) et I did not ip’ll, huso 111. wit, fan tint we ii" 

rn M I <lu i I"'h l yvhit h ill-r . m ii of hnyy yvoik m whal T hi hey e 

to b' the mlerests of the country is to say the least, extremely disappointing 
1 was linpicss. d, is usual, by my Honourable friend Mr Masam’s speech 
Hi Ins come inth.r late into this discussion The views which he has put 
feiiw i d .lie yeell t, e ognis, d yi.ws md they cypress i certain point of vieyy to 
wards load rail co inclination but they have all been discussed and fought oyer 
in the Experts Report, on the TAP and the‘Post-war Policy Committee 
And th-> policy which we adopted last year is one evolved after thinking out 
tint and other points of yieyv m their application to conditions in Tndia When 
* I" 11 ’I'm " ,s >-n>"!'i" U li W - 1) IS, <1 on ail igrc ed spcci h i sp... h win. li 
tin T < a.leis of P u ties siw befoie it y\«w d. livcrcd My Honourable fri. nds the 
L. adei of the Congress Partv and the Deputy Leader of the Muslim Le igue Party 
ngmed to it I can quote them The Leader of the Congress Tarty said * I 

M " ,,n fl " nnlion .nil , ommend it for the acceptance of the House ” Mv 

Honourable friend the Deputy Leader of the Muslim League Party similarly 
s ml T h ive no doubt in nv mind thal it will piove of great hcnctil m Ihe matter 
of future road transport development in India ” My Honourable friend Sir 
1 ' ” 11,1 ^ ’mni lehu who foi som. h as m oi othei ■■c.nis so ex.ilid ,b,v,t 

1* today no! onlv s, ,1 , m fayom of it 1 ist year but said “T agree to most of the 

ptmriples laid down and T give my general support to the proposal which has 
toTim’ 1 ^ 0 HP ° S ° W8,ked lnto the ,obb y Wlth me . for which I am grateful 

St Mohammad Ysnrm Khan lb id , m whoa spuch 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Anyway, that was the line he took 
I.se , lr md that was file line which the two Parties took officially On the 
'V "■ ,f 7 ,r ' ,1 ll "' 1 ' ,tl ; s ox.cpt T)r P, mtries’s we went ahead willi th 
n , mad yye incurred financial commitments The 118 lakhs, which Mr 
In m Just referring to, was incurred m consistency with the sanction given 
iJ:', ”ouse because T smd on the 3rd April that if the scheme was approved, 
J ; h ' ,n0f ‘ crfl T1 '0 PO'nt wbi.b my Honourable friend Sir Mohammad 
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\ mill Ku.m III ide about lctcrrmg certain matte) S to the Finance Committee 
ap|)lu d only to the question of managing agency i think he left that out ot 
tin un t \t In uthoi worth,, he twisted my st itement to suit his argument 
Tli it m not icy lonvineuig * 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Is it not a rule that the whole of the 
LS |„ ailiiuu over 20 lakhs should be referred to the Standing Finance Committee 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall On a particular item 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Why was not this placed bctoie the 
bt mdmg Fm im i ( oiiimittu ’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Because theie was no item m excels 
ol 2U lakhs 

Now, Sir, that takes us to the beginning of this year i should perhaps just 
also mi ntion, in iiinneetioii with the code of principles fioi i which my Honour 
lblc lie nd Mr Masam quott d, that 1 wit, wrong The findings of the frans- 
poiL Vdvisorv Loumil aie placed before the House They ate m the Libruy oi 
the llousetnul they are not confidential I did refer to this codt of principles in 
the spu b lobt \eai and the Party Leaders iccepted the general principle That 
tube-, us ovci last year and bruigs us to this year 1 miintam that m appointing 

m e any mg out the principles of the road rail coordination scheme, the House 
at that moment aieepted the principles ol the scheme to which we agreed list 
yi u fair, 1 maintain also that the White Paper which I laid on the table on 
the un first da\ of the Session fairly eoveis the agreement reached in the 

l i ^ and 1 had hoped that when the Committee went through it, they 

cutuniy were good enough to certffy here that so far as the Central Go\ern 
in* m w ib conte lied, we had fairly tned to carry out the conditions which we 
hnl lie* pud i \ ( ii ego Svi m i\ mmoilt n poit I utogniscd til it tin lc 
wire in icrtuii m is gioimds tor difference of opinion regarding the means of 
lonsul ilion and igneimnt with operators hitheit, 1 w is quite preparid to 
dm uss md my Honoui ible friend the Financial Commissionei said to the House 
and to t,h, ( ommittee of the House that we are prepared to discuss the applica¬ 
tion of 1 hi si pi mi lples ill dascs wluri then w is i doubt 

llul im ilitli nit\ it the mom, nt is to know piuis,l\ whiles wi st md \ 
f* w dm igo, when m\ Honour ihle friend Sn \iiinthnn mu i \m m r ir w i- 
sp' 'll! , mil Is III nude some it muks on ihesiihjutol n it ion i'is ilion .f mil 
ti iiispo,' ill, <pu stum T put to him w is Is that com Puty poise Let us, 1 
haii Min thi polii v of the Pirte in the Press md T nndeistood that utt.onah-i 
t '*>ii "ii, lit Ik (lit P nt v pohiv Ho 'onfnmed (hit d was But tod ly m 
Honoui able friend Mr Masam was saymg quite idiflmnt thing 

S]t N V* Gadgil (Bombay Central illusion Non Muh arnimd m Titn i!) \ ,u, 

iii, i uonopoh foi i f, w plu s rulwus 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall My Honourable frund Mr Mi-mi is 

against lhat nationalisation Where do we stand* 1 Sn, T quite agr,< tli it it 
is peifectly legitimate for the Party to change its tnmd 

Prof N G Ranga V proper harmonisation hetwien n ttionalis ition prn 11 • 
inti test md i o opei llisation That is what wi wmt 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I say it is perfectly legitimate for 
any I’uly to <'miu'i its mind md ‘ohm. w its poln \ from time to linn but r 
tlu uioii't 'inimnl n is quite , 1, ir th it the P irt\ opposite has not got i nnn ’ 
of its own 

Prof N G Ranga We have 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Tf so then vour Party Members do not 
know what it is because thev appear to speak wath several differed \nices 1 
have no quarrel with the policy of nationalisation, and if any Pioviue.al frm - 
ernrnint has decided on a policy of that sort, we are perfectly willing to co¬ 
operate Each Province is at, liberty to decide how it will proceed, whether 
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on the rail-road co-ordination scheme, or on a co-ordination scheme of its own 
leaving out the railways, or whether it wishes provincial ownership or pro¬ 
vincial nationalisation with the railways That is a matter for the Provinces 
to decide But whatever is decided, there is still need for co-oidination and 
the more provincial money that la invested m it, the more the need for co ordi- 
uafcoin If as is apparent, the policy of the Opposition Parties is, if I niaj s u 
so, Ja i t/iaos 1,1.1 a i.inn s i .u, Due Dun .'1 the i.iMsin. s tor lom.lmutio 
are lost If you do not have co ordination or if you have provincial finance m 
threei competition with central finance, the central finances are liable to be 
affected and there will be all the less money available for, for instance, the sub 
vention of Provinces for the purpose of building roads Surely the country 
will get a set back Also, you will get back to the old conditions of competi¬ 
tion when til. mlwivs md U.i buses w. ic tutd with seven st < ompetltioi 
with each other md the buses themselves m < ouip. tition with buses In pit 
war days, it is known to the House that very often the life of a bus owner was 
only four years at the outset The scheme which we put forward «was agreed 
last vear * It does iv>t prejudice nationalisation itself, it is m fact a half-w iv 
house 

Shn D P Kaimarkar (Bombay Southern Division Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) May T know whether any definite scheme was put before the House for 
giving its approval or only general principles’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall There was a scheme agreed to by 
Party leaders You cannot have much more than that 

Sri M Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar There was a dissentient voice even 
time 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall If Provincial Governments wish to 
go in for nationalisation, as I understand is the policy of some Provincial Gov- 
i rnments, including the Punjab and Madras, then it is much easier for the 
Governments to negotiate and so to expropriate organised companies than it is 
to expropriate individuals They would not presumably expropriate without 
rompeiisition There is a volte face in the Parties opposite since last year » 
position which I strongly suspect to be brought about by organised opposition 
and pressure by vested interests against the interests of the public There 
was only one speaker, that I have heard Mr Masani, considering the interests 
of the public, they should come first I of course fully recognise the natural 
desire of my Honourable fnends opposite that this scheme should be postponed 
pending the advent of provincial ministerial Governments, and as I indicated 
I was perfectly willing to agree that the scheme should be suspended m cases 
where there was any disagreement, m cases where there was not full gerftral 
agreement between the operators and the Provincial Governments and the 
Central Government I am prepared to accommodate myself fully as far as 
I could to meet the present political situation Now, Sir, we are in the posi¬ 
tion where the committee apparently endorses the policy, appioves the White 
Paper but refuses funds m entirety It is cutting the grant by 100 per cent, 
there is nothing left whatever 

Sir Mohammad Yamrn Khan It does not approve the scheme 

TOie Honourable Sir Edward Benthall' It appears to be purely a Gilbertian 
situation, full of inconsistencies We are being cut this sum in the mam not 
for oui own delinquencies, but for the dehquencies which are alleged to have 
occuired in the provinces and we are refused funds even where there is 100 per 
cent agreement between the operators, the provincial governments and the 
railways We are refused funds even in these cases, even though the policy 
his been agreed to formally in a speech agreed by the Leaders of Parties 1 
am sorry for the long suffering public which has come m for so little considera¬ 
tion m this matter Irrespective of the programme on which everybody has 
been working rightly or wrongly,—there may be delinquencies in the matter,— 
serial governments have been working on this for a year We have 600 
Tuises more or less ready I think tber- are 180 in Bombay, which we have 
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committed ourselves to m pmsuance of this policy and which I think is covered 
in the 118 lakhs to which my Honoumble trieiiil Mi tide relerred 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan Are they not coining ui supplementary grants > 
The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU It this cut motion is carried there 
are no funds whatsoever and from what 1 heard opposite of the conflicting 
opinions there are not likely to bt any policies put forward .it least for some 
months ultei the piovincial Governments have taken office Therefore you reach 
a stage, just at the moment when transport ought to be developed all over the 
country, when you close down 01 . it and throw the tiling into chaos My 
Honourable friend the Financial Commissionei put forward the suggestion that 
we should go ahead where there was mote or less complete agreement and that 
we should create a forum for decision In pi icing the matter before the Standing 
Finance Committee or some other lomrnittce, and 1 was perfectly willing to 
accept conditions to be iulfillcd hi tore inch use was put up But, Sir, we now 
reach a position ot deadlock Government is > lesult of the debate last year 
went aheid, the agreement wus positnelv uniijue f can think of very few 
other things in Indn where there w is igicement between the Congress, the 
Muslim League, the European Group aiul (mu lnment All that is now to be 
cast aside In pursuance of that agteement we mi uried fm mi ml commitments 
both to the Provinc l il Governments and ‘ u.thc operitors to the extent shown 
in tlie revised budget, of 118 lakhs, and in ui\ of these* e oinnutmenta are—I am 
advised—legally enforceable 

Sir Mohammad Yamin. Khan Are tliev i pining as supplementary demands 
bcfoit the House 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU No, Sir They come within Grant 

No 12 1 1st \p u 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan But th it vv is not 118 lakhs 
The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU The position is that there was a 
In uhng last *i n of l> lakhs oeld, .hid m pursuance of the policy agreed upon 
with the Leaders of parties I then said that we were going ahead and we 
would tik llie .(seem is mthonty to go ahead with the* scheme And goirg 
aheul involves nivestinents to which you commit yourselves We got igree- 
ment inv Honourable trie nd house f went into the box with me 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan What I want to know >s this Mv Hunoui 
able* fru ml ho spent those 6 lakhs What doe*s he propose to spend up to the 
dlst M in h md with lespdet to the further 118 lakhs is he coming up to the 
Hoti-e with i supple rm ntarv demind’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU That is not necessary 
Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan f nd**i whit tule> 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU Under the ordinary financial rules 
I’ll* Uoiioui ible Wembei has been a member of the Standing Finance Com 
nntu long enough to know what they ire This is a perfectly legular proceed 
mg Hill n til, House has igreed ti the police, vnd igrecd to it m the firm 
munict which I have described 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan It that is th,* ease supplementalv -rants 
would not b* lequired for anything 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU- They are necessary, but in this case 
at Jedsfc no snppVi»)Oiit«»r\ grants are netessan 

Mr President The Honourable Membei may continue his speech after 
Hunch 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO DEFENCE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
Mr President- I have to inform the Assembly that up to 12 noon on Satur 
da,* the 23id Tehiu.iry, 1946, the time fixed for receiving nominations fo>- the 
JJefonee Consultative Committee 13 nominati ns were received Subsequently 
three members withdrew then candidature \s the number of remaining canch 
dates is equal to the number of vacancies I declare the following members to 
be duly edited to the Committee for the unexpired portion of the finimin’ 
^L 194 ^ 46 * an Af or financ,nl vear 1946-47 -<1) Shn Sarat Chandra Bose. 
(2) Mr M Asnf All, (3) Shn Satva Naravnn Sinln (4) Diwan Chnman Lall ^6> 
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jjr G V Deshmukh, (6j Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan, (7) Nawab Siddique 
Ah Ivhan, (8) Captain Syed Abid Hussain, (9) Colonel Kumar Shn Himmat- 
sinhji, and (10) Mr Frank R Anthony 

Nominated Official) Sir, 1 sud this 

Mr P Mason (Government of In^n Nominated Official) Sir, I said this 
morning that wo were verv near an agreement on this subject and subsequently 
I have°re iched an agreement with all parties of the House, and in pursuance 
of that rgrcement I move 

“That this Assemblj do proceed to elect in such manner as the Honourable! the President 
mac direct two additional non official members to serve on the Defence Consultative 
( oremittee constituted for the uncvpired nortxon of the financial vear 1945 46 and for the 
financial vears 1946 47 

Mr President The question is 

That this Assembly do proceed to elect in such manner as th, Honourable the President 
mai direct two additional non official members to seive on the Defence ( onsultative 
( omnnttee constituted for the unexpired portion of the financial vear 1945-46 and for the 
financial rear 1946 47 

The motion was adopted 

Mr President I have to inform Honourable Members that for the purpose of 
•“lection of two additional members to the Defence Consultative Conifmttee, the 
Notice Office will be open to nccne nominations upto 1 p m on Wednesday, the 
27th February and the election if necessarv, will be held at 2 30 i> m on the 
-ame d i\, viz , the 27th February m the Chamber 

The Assembly then ndjouinid for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock 


The Assembly re assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, Mr 
President (The Honour dale Mr G V Mavalankar) in the Chair 


KA1LW VY BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS — contd 
Demand No 12—Opf n Line Works— contd 
Rtfusal of Supplies for investment in Road Services —contd 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Sir before rounding off, I should pist 
like to deal with one or two points which were raised bv TTonoin ibl< fnenils m 
connection with the conduct of one or two Provincial Govemnu ids I sud m 
iny note of dissent thit I was satisfied that a genuine ittempt was made to 
carry out the terms and one or two Honourable Members questioned what was 
done m the Bombay Presidency 1 have no doubt whatsoever that in so far as 
that Presidency was concerned, the Government nSade an extremely genuine 
attempt to carry out the terms of the White Paper and to give the operators i 
fair deal Out of some 5 000—T am not quite sure of the figure—opentors, 
holders of permits concerned something like 4 900 actually sigmfii d their 
approval of one promoter or another, that is to say voted for the election of a 
promoter or managing director, and if that, Sir is not an evidence of full oan 
sultation I do not know what is because the scheme was fully explained at the 
meetings I consider, therefore, that there is really nothing that can be said 
about that Government who did not use the Ordinance in any way for any of 
these purposes 

Then, Sir, T must rev i rt to what I consider the most improper suggestions 
made ih'ait the interest of the Provmciil Motor Transport Controller It is 
suggested that he holds shares in the new companies It is not only untrue, 
but it is impossible because I understand that no company has yet issued 
shares and therefore he cannot he a shareholder as is alleged As regards his 
private investments, those arc disclosed to the Provincial Government who know 
the position fully and the Provincial Government are perfectly satisfied with 
his hnria-fides and Sir, I suggest that it is a verv weak case when members of 
the Opposition have to resort to denigrating personalities in order to support 
criticism of a policy of this importance 

As regards the Cential Provinces’ policy there always was a difficulty because, 
as the House will remember, we entered into negotiations with the Central 
Provinces Government long before this question was thrashed out and an agreed 
policy settled on the floor of this House I think it was November 1944 that 
th^ policy of Railway Provincial Govemment-operator-public eo-operation was 
settled ind we were committed to the policy of going ahead before the agreed 
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speech of 3rd April, 1944 [ said then that I would attempt to review the nian.ij, 

mg agency position in lespect of these two companies, and 1 went down enu 
made a bona fidt attempt to modify the agreement The Privincial Govern 
ment felt that negotiations had taken long and they had so far committed them¬ 
selves that they were in duty bound to corttmue the arrangement to which thty 
had given their approval The mattei was referred back once more to tne 
Standing Finance Committee, as my Honourable friend opposite said Tin y 
gave approval subject to certain terms being fulfilled which wcic igun put hack 
to the Provincial Government who expressed some surprise that the v should 
come back once more and regretted that they could not go back on their woid 
All we weie able to achieve was the other object, we failed to achieve the objec 
tive of removing the managing agency, but wo were ible to get in something 
more m the nature of a square deal for the operitois because the capital was 
increased in order to make room for them to come m irrangc ments were made 
so that they could take up their full proportion of the cipitil, and th it increase 
of fhe capital automatically increased the railway liability to take up our per¬ 
centage It was done not foi mv othei object but to get the operators a fair 
6 hare of thc*capital which we fully agree was insufficient prior to that 

Finally, somebody mentioned the Ordinance I have repeated on the floor 
of the House before th it the Oidmance was not an increase of powers for tlie 
purpose of putting through this scheme Quite the reverse It was represented 
to us at the time that the poweis under the old Ordinance of 1944 were exces¬ 
sive and were being used mipropeily or likely to be used improperly by sum 
provinces for the purpose of coeuing operators and for that purpose we introduced 
the new Ordinance XXXI of 1945 which lessened the powers—it did not increase 
them, it lessened them—with the object of tiying to ensure that so far as we 
were concerned undue pressme would not be brought on the operators The 
Central Government in the Iiulway Department certainly cannot be blamed 
On the contrary they ought to be con^rntnded for bringing m lesser powers at the 
request of interested parties That Ordinance was discussed and the Committee 
requested that we should amend it hj doing away with the clause that offended 
them Thai has been done and v new Ordinance went out at the end of lust 
week The Oidmance w is not used for these purposes in such piovmets as 
Bombay 

Shn Mohan Lai Saksena # It was used m the United Provinces 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall That cannot be held against the 
Central Government If jou wish 

Shn Mohan Lai Saksena As an accomplice 1 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Piesideney Division Non Muhammadan 
Rural) As an evil genius 

“The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall* What is the p< -ation to chv 1 The 

Railway Department have entered into commitments which is shown in the 
budget statement amount to Rs 118 lakhs We entered on that on the authonty 
given by this'House in agreeing to the policy in regard to which some of my 
Honourable fnends walked into the lobby with us 

Shii Mohan Lai Saksena That is the price 1 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. According to the oidinuv budget 
practice, reappropriation within that grant is perfectlv regulai if the polu \ is 
agreed to, and T think there is no doubt that the financial authorities will hud 
that is being done 

My Honourable fnend, Sir Yairiin Khan, suggests that it is irregular because 
each item was not put before the Standing Finance Committee Ever since 
these negotiations began, I have been suggesting that the Standing Finance 
Committee or some other Committee should go into these items and twice already 
this morning that suggestion lias betn made Apparently it does not commend 
itself to the House who prefer to adopt the cut motion which will have the effect 
of insuring that there will be no grant whatsoever for 1946 47 Obviouslj there¬ 
fore no new commitments can be entered into and so, far as ^ail-road co-ordina¬ 
tion is concerned, we come to a dead stop There will be no funds for a new 
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Government when it corner in md to spend am mom \ foi tins put pom will be 
vuv mc 0 uhr Hie fun icial course tint will be nccessirv will be to introduce a 
new budget and ask for a new grmt lint is the effect of this motion and 
time is ven (idle more to be slid , So fir as we arc conicmed ill we have 
to do on tins side is to review the position of tile eominitrm nts nude and see 
whit l in be done ihout them If there ire serious diffieultics then we will place 
them be foie the ippropn ite committee 

\s n g uds futun j ohi \ is to whit will happen in the formation of road 
conq an es that is outside our sphere It will be for the Provincial Govern 
mints t decide wl it tli > want tv do—wbethel they wish to proceed with their 
11 i me nts leu ii„ out the mlw ivs or whether they wish to nationalise which 
m tin eiieumst mccs inav very well be the best course for the purpose of organiz 
mg i I tt in spoil Mv Honouiublc fnend Nawibzidi Luqunt \li Khan 

find list vear It is neit onlv i question of m iking prohts but of providing 

imminences for the n oplc ot the country This is a fact which ipi ears, to. 

h iv < lein considei ll Iv ovcrin iked this mi riim n 

Iion^ on he said L ntil such time is vve accept or the House aiccpt a 

jnlicv ot mtion ilisin 0 road trinspoit as in the c ise of railw ivs the nest best 

thin,, tint cm be dene is to woil this in contention with the ruilvv rys the 
Provmciil Governments the present opi r itors and the geneial public 

He went on to siv thit he has no doubt m his mmd that this arnngenunt 
w mid j rove of great benetit in the matter of future development of ro id trins 
port in Tndn 

Well Sir that is „onc \ ye u s soli 1 progiess in eoouhnitmg ro id trins 
pait is in ircntlv now to be thtovvn iwav md T sug n est bn tint it is i bad 
di\ In the development of eo oidin ition of timsport m fndn is i whole if mv 
Honourable fnen Is c irrv this motion ngunst us ns thev (in do 
Mr President The picstion is 

tli t tl lemind un let the head Oi n Line Woiks hi ie luted Iv Ks 3 47 98 000 
Jill \sseinblv divided 


VI lul Hvit id Shah Maulve 
\l lillih Hah/ Mohammad 
VI l Hus am Ohoudhury Md 




Ay\ ngar hi i M Auanthagay anam 
li n ij e Sice s Uvapnja 
Bo e Mm S-uat Chantta 
( h in v i fail Dnvan 
< I ttu Ml T V Rimalingim 
( l i II i Sie jut Rnhini Kumar 
Hi s tli She h s 
He hir ikh f)i G \ 

FI ihmi H.nnon J-ifFei 
0 tlgii Sjt V V 


Ahmed 


'Ivsaru Mr M R 
Hmon Su V K irunakara 
Vukhopilh Y Mr Nagondranath 
V'ukut B Inn Lit Bliaigavu Pandit 
\ in in, Syed Ghulam Blnk 
\ai ijanamuithi Su \ 

Naiman Mr Muhammad 
Pahwal Pandit Sri Ki.shna Dutt 
Uiliu it ull ill \U Muhattmud 
Ram \invin bingh Babu 
Ftamavan Prisad Mr 
wane i Prot N O 
R llm Su R Venkalasubha 
S ksena Shri Mohan I at • 

Salve Mr p K 
Simpurin <=ingh Sardar 
Sinval Ml Sasanka Sekhar 
oit'ikop'w.han Sri T V 
«J’ a, " m 'J' r Krishna Chandra 
Shiran Pan l,t Balknshna 
Sdihque Ah Khan Nawab 
( how Ihui V Mohammad Mnl ,!7 Shn 

Mi Prakasa Shn r3Vi,n 
Suhrawaidy Si, Hassan 
cv THho\ das Mr 

-. rv -1 ifm/ud tin Khan Mr 

Kumarkar Shri D P »Mkur Diq Rhino v a P„ n ut 

5 h n n 1 r)ebenc, ra Fat A hid Fallublin Mr 

Ki lfhr Atr Mohammad M IVarma Mr B B 

Mj,% l( r!i 0, Sr, Ur B h J; r ^“h, nh,rendra Ka " U [Mmehoorkai Sirdar N G 
Mm^al omeh Sarda'r ' lT anr ' n .^ h ' ln S r Mohammad 

Vusuf A1,dor la Haroon Seth 


' Vellm 


Gole Mi P B 
( o m !«•, « , \ . 

Gov in I Das Seth 
17ms Raj Raizada 
Hiny Sjt B S 
Ismail Khan Hajee ( 

Jaginnith 1 is Sri 

^Sh 3 ,' ShJh" Baha<1 ' MakhdHm Al Ha J Syedp 
Jhunjhunwila Mr 
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Altmad \li Klnn Alvi, Raja Sir Saiyid 
Amtx dkar, The Honourable Dr B R 
A/1/ul Huque, The Honour lble Dr Sir M 
Banerjee, Mr R N 
B.ntholl Tim Honoursbli Sir Erlward 
llrwocu Su Gurunath i 

Bhitlai hai \vi, Rai Bahadur Devendra] 
M ohan 

Chapman Mortimer, Mr T 
( hatterjee Lt Col Dr T O 
took Mr B C A 
Fenton Mr R V 
Gwilt, Mr Leslie 

Harendra Sim>h, Sardar Bahadur Captain 
Sardar 

Himmatainhji Col Kumar Shn 
Hirtzel, Mr M A F 
Hviliri Th, Honourable Sir Akbar 
Sir f'owaajee 


I Kh ■■ Khan Bahadui / H 


Mi 


Mason, Mi - 
Moms Mr R C 
Naqvi Mr A T 
Onlinam Mr S H Y 
Rap Bah idm of Khallikote 
Rov Ihe Honourable Sir Asoka 
Rowlands The Honourable Sir XrthiluM 
Sargent Dr John 
Shorliat Khan Khm Bahadui 
Si\a Rai Rao Bahadur N 
Spence Sir George 
~ - d Chaudhri 


Mi H C 




The Hon. 

I'turner, Mi A C 
I Waugh The Honoutable Mr k 
1 "Veigntman Mr H 


Tilt' Ijiotlol 


s adopted 


l'oln 1/ of (Uncnimt »t le Cqs/i and I’aii Department? on < mitiiu Inal final ? an 
B , B and C J and N TY Baduav? 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Sn I mow 

lint the dem ind undpi the head ‘Rulwrv R’aril be reduced bv Re 1” 

Mv pmpost is simple Wr londemn tlie pmctiee of contracts in all spheres 
and more particularly on the railways T am referring to the contractual basis 
ol the Gish and Payment Dep ntment on tin B , B AG T ind \ \V Railways 
This is hecuisc the Contractors have hlotked all nnptoyements and the adminis¬ 
trations have a fiee hand in indulging m all sorts of likes and dislikes in making 
then ehoire of the mdiadinl who is to hi ippointcd for tlie purpose T need not 
stress hue nnv particular individual’s conduct hut I must express my regret that 
this practice has been still maintained although m nil otliei railways we have 
not got anything like this ind the management is made directly bv the depart¬ 
ment This is a very peiulnt system on the N \\ R and B B & C I , 
which only means that the finances of the administration aic under the manage- 
^ ^ mini ot i fmanciil hama or something lake th it My purpose is 

wi\ simple m condemning this system as it is so peculiar under the 
riieumstinccs and wi do not knoyy whether this has been the ariangement m 
any oilier pait of the woild on any railways—eyen those yyhieli ore managed 
hv tlie different companies in fhe T T K anil other parts of the world Much 
k*ss ihe Stite ownership should have allowed this thing to go on in the manner 
m wlinh it i wsts T un told that the appointments m Cash and Pay Depart¬ 
ment an a gieat eyint in those administrations where all sorts of influences 
are usul t<r lie ir upon Ihe thoire and it is so natuial Human fa< tors cannot 
be eliminated yvhen these ate nutters of contract resting on the individual 
choice of the ndministiatm heads, and T think if at all yye agree to phee certain 
facts which would condemn the choice, the Honouiable Member yyould eome and 
sav that this is wuthin the discretion of the general manager and the Railway 
Board and the Honourable Member has no business to interfere That has been 
the kind of reply yvhich we had been he inner from the Honourable Member not 
this year but even in the years gone In What does it mean’ It moans that 
the administrations are not capable of managing them directly either they me 
not used to it or they think they ire not capable of doing it departmental^ or 
they think they are not in a position to procure such men yvho would administer 
this particular branch in tlie best possible manner f do not know the terms 
of the agreement, and T am told that it is one per cent on the transaction You 
y\ill notice what the ayerage income is On the Bombav, Baroda and Central 
India Railway the earning is about Rs 20 crores nnil odds On the N W T R it. 
is Rs 35 crores odd, which means again that the total amount invoked is 
Rs 35 10,94,000 Thes« are l.u*.e figure- and even working on the 1 percent 
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basis it would amount to crores of mptes These ate the figmes I have got, 
but the Ilonourahlo Member can get the exact figures This is the position 
which I want to impress as most condemnable from our point of view, and we 
do not think it should be continued any more The administration should take 
up directly the management of this particular department as all the other rail¬ 
ways are doing this departmentallv B , B & C I and N W "Railways should also 
do The Honourable Member should terminate this system here and now, 
because the Honourable Member has tried to convince us that he has always 
tried to take this House into confidence and T am proposing this on behalf of 
my Party and I hope all other colleagues in the House do also agree with the 
suggestion that I am giving, that this system now obtaining on the B , B & 
C I and N W Bail wavs should he terminated forthwith and the work should 
be done directly by the administration themselves With these words, I move 

Mr President Cut motion moved 

‘I hit the dem ind undci the head Railway Bond l>e ioduced l>y Re 1 

Sir Mohaanund Yamm Khan Kn I suppoit this out and T think* it ought 
bo be the poliov of Government that all Government money received as rt venue 
should he put, m the Governnn nt treasuiy and every servant of the Government 
should be pad thiough the tummy mil the collections and payments should 
not be made through private individuals This had been the custom when the 
railways were managed bv lonipmips when the companies had no treasury of 
their own they employed cert 1111 indn iduals to act as their treasurers but now 
the circumstances have changed llyeivwhere you have got youi own treisurv, 
all other railwavs sie managing this dep irtment and I think this policy on the 
B B A, C r ind N \\ Bnluivs is veiv wiong We hive tabled this cut 
motion in order to get i pioper reply from the Government ind T must make it 
clear that we have given mill i cut of 1 rupeje which means th it our idea is to 
get a discussion and not to <rnsine (he Government for the p ist Tt is only in 
order to bring it to the notice of the Government and to invite thtir itbntion 
to it Our policy is not to drfc.it m rrnsuie the Government m this lespict, 
but it is only to draw attention to it th it 'hev must ulopt < very where the sirne 
policy is prevails on the othei rulw ivs whv this exception has been made m 
the case of these two railways B B A ( 1 mil \ W R ulw ivs k not under 
standahle Of eoiuse T can undnstind m tin case of tTie B B A. G T Railway 
because it has eome onlv recently under tin m in igenu lit of Gov. nmu nt nd 
, probablv escaped the attention of the R ulw iv Department to brum it, into 
lino with other lines but about the M W B, T do not know why tins Ins been 
allowed for such i long time md if it has escaped the attention of Government, 
thev must do it, now without los, of time That is the idea of bringing thi3 c »6 
motion so thit the pohe y mav be changed With these words T support this 
cut motion and we will be quite willing to withdraw it if we get a satisfactory 
reply that the Government is going to adopt the policy we have suggested and 
to which their attention has been drawn 

Mr A C Turner Sir, conti actors have done the cash and pay work on 
the B , R .t V I and N W Railways tor many years in a satisfactory manner 
It is true that m the case of the remaining railways the work is carried out de- 
partmentallv Due to the abnormal and unsettled conditions created by the 
war, the R ulwav Board’s policy in regard to these contracts has been and still 
is not to disturb the existing tgreements The Board is not quite satisfied that 
the present would be a suitable time to make this change 

An Honourable Member Why > 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan When will be the suitable time'* 

Mr A 0 Turner I yyill deal with that a little later To make a change in 
the near future would place vet another burden on the railway admimstiations 
concerned at a time when all their energies are being devoted to rehabilitation 
and development A minor consideration is that though the number of staff 



IHL RAILWAY BLUC.1I-1 1ST Ot DtMIKD') iuw 

concerned is comparatively small difficulty would be experienced *n recruiting 
at this juncture suitable experienced persons 

Sir Mohammad Yamrn Khan Thtre will be plent\ available when demobilisa¬ 
tion is coming in 

Mr A 0 Turner Not immediately Whether trained and suitable staff 
will become available is doubtful 

Both the Railway Administrations are firmly convinced that the contract 
system, which has given them satisfaction over a period of years, should be 
retained and there is scope for a genuine difference of opinion on the merits of 
the two systems departmentil veisu s contract 

Somo of the advantages I may enumerate as follows Under the contract 
system the Railway is absolved from the very considerable risk thf re is of loss 
when the work is carried out departmentallv The liability for loss is of course 
transferred to the contractors Further in respect of petty shortages and losses, 
wmch m the aggregate come to a considerable sum, contractors are in a better 
position than the Railway Administration to take effective action They make 
arrangements with their staff on a system of indemnities and this is a system 
which a Railway Administration could not adopt with its own servants It would 
obviously bt extremely difficult to deil wifh cases of petty shortages through 
departmental inquiries and iction Another advantage of the contractor system 
is that it provides for independent witnesses of payments and checking of 
receipts One from the contractors side is present and one from the Railway 
side Jf the whole thing is departmentalised, naturally there would not be Ibis 
double check A further point is that the contractors are usually big bankers 
and are engaged in other such work and have a fairly big staff at their disposal, 
so that in the event of any short notice calls for staff bv reason of people asking 
for leave, falling ill and so on, they can alw r ays fill those posts, whereas when 
the work is departmentalised it moans having a leave reserve of considerable 
proportion This makes it more expensive for Government to carry on the work 
However, I have merely enumerated here a few points to show that there 
are advantages in retaining the contract svstem I do not say that thev are 
of over-nding importance but there are two sides to this question The Rail¬ 
way Board, I may say, have an open mind on the subject It was considered 
dunng the war as to whether a change should be made and it, wa9 decided that 
it would be a very difficult matter when the war was on Conditions have not 
changed very much since then hut the Railway Board have recently called lor 
certain information from the Railwavs concerned and when this information is 
received they will give the subject the most careful consideration and come bo 
a decision whether to retain the present contract system or to adopt the depart¬ 
mental procedure which is in force on othei Railways 

Sir Mohammad Yamrn Khan Will the Honourable Member be prepared 
to discuss this matter with the Standing Finance Committee for Railways when 
these reports come in and take their advice on the matter? 

Mr A 0 Turner We are prepared to consider the subject in the Standing 
Finance Committee for Railways 

Mr Muhammad Nauruan* Then T do not press my motion 
The cut motion was bv leave of the Assembly withdrawn 


Reduction in Muslim Repre^i ntation due to Retrenchment 

Mr Muhammad Nauman T move 

“That the demand under the head "Railway Board’ be reduced by Re 1 
I do not suppose I need discuss this at very great length because we have 
been coming before this House for many years to demand that the Muslim quota 
m the services were not having been made up What we notice is that m spile 
of some efforts to implement the promises made by Government m 1938-39, our 
position according to the Railway Board’s 1938-39 report available was that w« 
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weie holding 22 1 pci cent in toto that is overall percentage which included 
all services of all varieties The lepoit foi 1945 shows (hit \u have come to a 
figure of nearlv 29 per cent and this includes ill the employees who have been 
tin plot ed during war time and those who arc on the permanent category and 
also those who are m temporary catc^hry T iking all this together it has not 
coiiu to more than 29 pei cent The total number of employees as shown in 

this report on pnge 247 is 9 62,000, as against that, the Muslims are shown as 

2 10 ()()(), which works out to a percentage of nearly 23 per cent In the course 
of h\i veirs, the overall percentage has gone up by only one per cent It has 
gi>no up fiom 22 to 23 pei cent overall In this connection it has come 
to ni\ notu < that the Railway Board are piobibly giving figures which are not 
an urate is will appeal from page 48 of the second report In the N W R 
the \ hive shown gazetted officers 246 and 256 whereas in this report, Part T 
pagi 250 they have shown 252 and 262 Then again on the East Indian Rail- 

wav thov have shown total 253 and 254 on page 250 , 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall There is a footnoti saying 
Represents revised figines for 194.3 44 due to changes made It/ Railw'av 
Administrations in the figure s published last year 

Mr Muhammad Nauman It has tallied in all the other railways except these 
two that f have quoted The figures for all the other railways have not varied 
in any wav except the East Indian nnd \ \V Railways and I am afraid the 
expl ination given bv the Honourable Member is not correct, this is the specimen 
of tin juggle rv in figures 111 rt ire supplied to us I quoted figures v steidiy to 
show tint m the gi/ettcd rinks the position of the Muslims is 9 98 and •’hen 
again is reg-trds promotions vou find on page 49 Muslims have been promoted 
17 1 as against (>7 1 Hindus and others getting their ratio in excess In spite 
of the assurances givtn by Government evc^y year, thev have not been able to 
do inv thing for us so t u • 

Now, the gre it question which is facing tlu* administration is the question of 
returnhment I vv ml to mipiess upon the House that during the war time 
in flit name of eftieienev uigenev and ill sorts of pretext the Muslim quoti was 
not observed Tn the matter of leeruitme nt and piomotions also vou will notice 
that thev have woihed very adversely, otherwise vou will not have seen that in 
the gazetted ranks their position is only 9 98 per cent *as m the subordinate lower 
gazetted grades Muslims arc nearlv eight per eent after a long agitation of nearly 
20 veais Whv does it happen > In the miittci of promotions, the Honourable 
Member and the Government h ivi taken the stand th »t thev cannot fix any quota, 
but we have been impiesamg upon them thit their lefusal to do so has been 
adverse K affecting the Muslim nationals ^ 

\ T ow, in the Selection Boards what happens is this Names are required to 
be sent by the beads of various departments Thev do not send the names of a 
sufficient number of Muslims and even if thev do send a few Muslm/namea, they 
send them with pie|Uiheisl confidential notes The specimen of this confidential 
note l m iv give vou from the Railvv n Bond s Fundamental Rules in which it is 
said that the officer concerned must report about the personality of the man nnd 
his capiutv for work This, lgun is i f ictor which cannot be measured except 
bv whims and fancies of the oftii m giving the report This confidential report 
guides the memhcis of the Selection Bonids in making their decision and choice 
On the one hand, tin mimhei of Muslims who ne sent is not in any reasonable 
proportion who appi u before the Seine tion Boards and on the other hand, along 
with their names is sent a eonfidenti il note which acts adversely against those 
who appeal before the Selection Committee That is the position w'huh the 
Honourable Member should look into with great care 

Now speaking on the motion of the retrenchment, 1 want to impress this that 
we ire not opposed to letienchment as such but what we do sav is this—and I 
m.i'li this .ctv (U ii to the Honourable Member when T discussed with him this 
subfM I feu a few minutes in Tab uHa and then I wrote him a long letter—that the 



THE RAILWAY BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS 1557 

percentage of the Muslims should be made up here and now Supposing a parti¬ 
cular railway, say, the Bengal and Assam llulway, require for their normal 
working 60,000 men in the l J re war years and during the war, being a strategic 
railway, the number of their staff has swelled up to 120,000 Now, they feel 
that they cannot maintain 120,000 men and they might he compelled to reduce 
that number by, say, 30,000, men with the result that they will hive only 90,000 
men for their normal works which they may have now m hand I have no quarrel 
with them if they maintain only 90,000 men or even less provided they bliow that 
they are keeping 45 per cent Muslims according to their quota on tins Railway 
The same applies to the other railways If the quota of Muslims in any othei 
Railway is 10, they should maintain it and we will have no quarrel with their 
retrenchment In that case 1 have to impress that this retrenchment should 
work out separately in all the different eategones All the appointments of 
superannuated men which were made dining the wai should he treated as direct 
recruitment Now, what I am told is that many direct recruitments are about 
to be treated as promotions bv selection through the Selection Boirds and nuni- 
pulation ane being made to do so This, igain, i, a iietoi winch will seriously 
affect the Muslim nationals and we w'ould not allow that soit of nnmpulation at 
this stage We only want to impress that ull recruitments whieh were made 
by different Railways, either m the temporary or permanent citegories, after 
1942 should be treated as direct recruitment if such recruitments were made 
directly and percentage should he given to us in those recruitments according to 
quota and then an over all percentage, according to the quot i given to us should 
be made up here and now If the Muslims are in excess of thur number in any 
particular administration, they may be retrench'd and we will have no quarrel on 
that score That is the policy whiah ought to be made tk n b\ the Government 
immediately We notice that during the war and m the name of efficiency and 
urgency even the recruitment quota of Muslims w is not ma.ntaincd This the 
Honourable Member can find out from the different records of the Bengal and 
Assam Railway and other railways Probiblv the members of the Resettlement 
Board will be able to give him the exict figure and can also give the Railway 
Board a statement bhowmg how it has affected the position of the Muslims Bv 
this cut motion we only want to impress upon the House that the Muslim quota 
and the Muslim share should be made up here and now and I hope m\ Honour 
able friends of the Congress Benches and other Groups will have no quarrel with 
that They will not by any chance wish that we should not have our proper 
share It will strengthen the hands of the Honourable the Railway Member if 
we say that it is the wish of all sections and group of the Members of this House 
that no share of any community should be given away to others we mean no 
encroachment on the rights and privileges of othei nationals, such as, the Hindus 
and others The Hindus should certainly get their quota which is bv far the 
largest than that of any other community because they aie a majority commu¬ 
nity, and at. the same time, Government should certainly feel that when thev 
have made it a rule by the Resolution of 1934 that 25 per cent posts should go to 
Muslims, the Muslims should get their proper quota made up at once The 
Government must stick to it and see fhat the Muslim quota is m ide up here and 
now I only want the assurance that when the question of retrenchment is being 
examined, it will be seen that the Muslim quota of 25 per cent is made up before 
the retrenchment plan is thought of With these words I move my cut motion 

Mr. President: Cut motion moved 

"That the demand under the head ‘Railway Board’ be reduced by Re 1 ” 

Mr. Abdur Ra hm a n Slddiqi (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadan Urban) 

Mr President, Sir, I would not have intervened in this discussion but for the 
fact that this cry of the Muslims is not restricted to appointments under the 
Railway Board but almost everywhere the same sad storv is being repeated 
Representation to me does not mean a certain percentage in the Legislative 
Assemblies of the country Representation as I understand it, is mv proper 
share in the administration and all its aspects that go to make wEat is known a#lhe 
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I \h Aodui ii ihm ill fMcldtqt j 
couniiv ami the State Sn, i >11(111 not t iUi long today, but t>o i ir as leltcncii- 
ment s concerned 1 would like tlie honoui ible the \\ u Transport Member to 
re• min 1 m. i 'bat when intrenching he skoild n lunch only up to the peicentage 
gi\ > in 1111 Muslims \lui l|ii| win u lu dots w mt to u Irene h, lit should 
return I) m the propoition ot 1 to i or i io 10 o> whatever tin pioportionb be 
It docs not mean that when the Muslim re wins his 25 per cent (he rebt of his 
in il i mood ui l be ie>uo\cd in tin rt niovals ilso the ratios 1 ud down by the 
Government <>i Indu Hesolution sb ill bt lollovvtd It one Muslun is lemovcd, 

it should be ifier thu c> non Muslims ire lemoved I am surprised that when 
tiny I ilk oi limit, it is my unloitunatc position that l un labelled as belonging 
to the unintelligent people, because it his lievct i ome into my experience that 
ni\ Muslim hi others hue ex< ended their quota on incut We ire not a nation 
ot donkevs, we we not i nation lhat is mlenor to uiy other nation in the world 
3f i> In is e in exceed f lieii quotas I do not si i v In , in even i remote ind singular 
uibiiinc im number is not illowtd to be cxci eded Let me also leel that i 
possess tin siine intelligence, the same cap inly and the same adiranibtrative 
abiht\ as otlieis Sir, vou must h ivt liotti ed th it the reply given bv the Honour- 
ibli Member on the rut motion we ilisi usSiil before thlb cm ated the liupiesbion 
on m\ mind that the Tlmlvvav fioird is not \et e leai in itb own mmd regarding 
tin many abpeets of railwax aelimmsti ition it contractors ire good enough 
for two railways—anti if thoy posses, ill tin long list ot qualifications read out to 
ub, why not adopt the same svstem for all the lines On the other hand, if you 
feel that d u is good in a majority of lines wh\ not lemove these two If you 
talk oi not finding capable men, then take the staff of the contractor That will 
solve vour difficulty m two minutes Smulailv lieie if a half hearted and un 
convincing reply is given, we are not picpured to be satisfied We are Indiana 
and we want our share on merit as well as <m numbers ff vou stick to merit 
then let our number also exceed sometimes Otheiwise population figures, 
according to what thev have laid down, should r . taken into consideration You 
will igree with me, Sir, that one of the main le isons of our difficulties in India 
tod iv is, to quote an aphorism, a question of loives and fishes The poor man 
in the country needs service as much is the riehei ones If this question of 
peieentages m services were settled oni e and for all satisfactorily for the Muslims 
uid other se'etions of the Indian population, 1 im hoptdul enough to believe that 
almost 80 per cent of our political dilficulties will disappe ir I should like to 
place this demand on a bight r level th in ot men pi montages If the Honourable 
Member is piepared to listen to our reasonable it quest, then we will perhaps 
bi dde to solve the greit problem ol India, whole its w ming sections are at 
cieh otkerb’ throats, not for any big thing but to get their propel «■hare in the 
admmisti vtion of the country The figures gmervlls grwn liv Government 
include menials and chaprasis md others so fu as Muslim figures are concerned 
Otheiwise, our percentage would not be high This is not fair Let them give 
Ub our percentages in all the various giades of services Sir having been 
connected with the Corporation of Calcutta, where \u dtminded 2t> per cent in 
its services, I was faced with the figures th it islounded me We had got nearlv 
24 to 25 per cent, but when these figures were analysed, almost 2 3 per cent of 
tin in went into chaprasis, durwans, motor duvets md various other varieties of 
lower giddes of services When we came to the higher grides, there were many 
bcctions m the service of the Corporation where the Muslim did not exibt at all 
Similarly may I beg the Honourable Alembci m cb irgc kmdlv to ask any 
statistician he may possess—and if he does not possess anv, let him get some 
from the contractor of whom he is so fond—they will find, grade by grade, the 
number of Muslims Give us our numbers and I feel almost satisfied that my 
quarrel with Honourable Members to my light will be sittled in no time 


$han Bahadur Zafar Hosain Khan (Government of India Nominated official) 
.c u * mo * Ion toatwe are actually discussing refers to theeffect of retrench- 
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motion legard- 


1- MSI Of 1)1 

Uwi mivcd up with the question v li ell is to tome Undid tin eul 
mg tlie paucity of Muslims m railway sciviics 

Mr Muhammad Nauman .Mu I < vplun lot *»»»• minute bn’ Vie say 
Hi it it it tie in linitlit lb not done oil the Jipcs tli it we suggest it is liatllidl that the 
ptietntige ol Muslims will shrink to less than 2) per mit 

Knan Bahadur Zafar Hosain Khan. L shill bin fly st ite \vh it inductions have 
bun given to rmlv i\ idmnnsti it ons bv tin lladwiv Hoard 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi Hut line they been followed 1 

Mr President Int the Honouiablc Member ptoceed 

Khan Bahadur Zalar Hosam Khan \\ t'e xpect they will bo billowed bteps 
have been taken bv the Itailw n Hoard to -t e that the rctieuehinent oi st.ift does 
not attiet idveiselv tile i oniinini il ratio h\ed lot minority eonimumties and the\ 
ate these 

I lie poiiey oi the Government is that t< inpomry employeeb shall be so dis 
eh uged that the composiuon oi the timpoiaiv stall u turned in scuviCc is in 
aeeoidati x with the communal ratio piesenbed lot recruitmeut or as neat thereto 
as jios&ible The instinct ions issued by the Railway Board to raihvay administia- 
tion aie b iscd on this puneiple The-e lay down that the staff tor discharge 
should be si Iti ted on the principle ol length jf service, bin m doing bo, steps 
mini lx t iken Ji it disi h irge-, do net idnrsely illec t tae miminti i ommumtie- 
on my iuilw ly To ensure this pioportion oi numbers of these communities 
among those retained m service is to be according to prescribed quota 

Now, bir, the selection of men tor the purpose of confirmation and retention 
in sei vices and for dischaiges is to be made by committees formed for this purpose 
It lias been laid down that these committees should consist of three otfaeers of 
which two should be Members of mmoritv communities and one of them should 
be a Muslim Honouiable Members, l hope, will agree that all the necessary 
safegu irds have been provided m the instructions issued to administrations to 
cnsiirt tint minoiitv unmiiumties aie not adversely affected Communal quotas 
an to be applied it all stages, that is m the matter of confirmation of dO per cent 
(it i iti goiv B men, m the matter of lecruitment of wit service candidates to 7C 
per cent vacancus itsirved foi them, the discharge of men found surplus to 
lequntrnents ind m the a ultimate ibsorptiou in railway services Railways 
b ivl been fuithei mstnieted that i f m filling dO pet cent v icaiuie's communal 
quotis cannot be achieved tiom the list of c itegorv B men even bv going lower 
down the list, the deheiencv should In niadi good when leiiuitmg wai servici 
cmdidates and if this ilso is not possible it should he made good from i ategory 
(' men th it is purely temporarv staff and any deficiencies that still existed should 
be idjustcd in luture recruitment Moreover, wheie this pro< tdure results in a 
shortage of persons belonging to minontv communities m a paiticular categon oi 
unit the shoitage should he made good in other categories or mills 

These are, briefly the instructions issued, and wo expect that these mstriii 
tious will be observed In fact from the latest inform ition that wc have from 
railuav idminislrations legardmg the foimation of these selection committees, 
we find that om instructions are being observed, although we have not vet 
mine! mv definite hgmes T hope lhat on this expl luation the Honourable 
Mornbi will withdraw' the motion 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Mav I ask x question? Has it been made clc xr 
that m 'piintaunng thr number of staff the over-all peicentage will be 25 per 
cent ii" I, ding the temporaly staff t ikeu and those who are permanent? 

Khan Bahadur Zafar Hosain Khan Yes, Sir, except that if my Honourable 
friend in'ins that the communal composition of staff is to be made up to the 
present quota of 25 per cent , this will necessarily mean encroachment on other 
communities’ quotas, and that mv Honourable friend said he did not wish 

Mr Muhammad Nauman- Mv position is this Supposing the B & A .Rail¬ 
way wrmt to maintain 90 000 people instead of their normal 60,000 We would 
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[Mi Muhammad Nauman“| 

onlv want to know whether m that ‘JO.UOU \<m h tu got 
It does not encroach on the lights <>f othei people, and 'u 


41 000 Muslims or 
do not w ant mori 


that 

Khan Bahadur Zaiar Hosain Khan *Those are tin nihtiuttioiis All tho^e 
men who will be retimed m xcivice will be retained ice ending to the eoniuiuuat 
quot is prescribed 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi Sn ui case a railway adniinistiaiion does not 
follow Die instructions his the Hiulwav Board Jii liiachmeiy to xupeiMse the 
action of these mlw us and si e that instructions au < lined out > 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Yes, aput Itoui mvflnng < Isc, n<\ 
Honourible friend here is the madman. But inn I ju&t put one point ’ I 
understind from the subsequent questions put by nn two Honoui ible Inends tli it 
the) are satisfied with the> statement made hv the Government Mend or nid will 
therefore withdraw the motion It tin \ m not sat stu d l should like to isk 
mother question 


Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan Sn, 1 think this uquues i au ful eons/dention 
mdwt lia\e to examine the st itementr end its miphc dions, wlinh will take time 
f submit, therefore, that if the motion is withdrawn it should not be taken as 
our consent to all that the Honoui able Member his said md quoted against us 
We will examine it careiulK ind, if necessaiv make repiesentations latei on 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall My ditheultv is this Two Honourable 
Members tin re said that this was i question of Joives and fishes and tint if file s 
could be satisfied oil this point it would help to ^olve manv difficulties As every¬ 
body knows the small Muslim pereentage, bi low the pen ent ige which they are 
now getting m ucruitment, arises for histone d icisons For exaetlv the same 
re isons why there are more European ofhceis it the top thnn mv Honour ible 
friends would like, there are fewer Muslims on the railwnis than one would like, 
btcmse m the past beloie the communil pircentige was introduced there was no 
provision made foi Muslims I understood, from whit my Honourable friend 
said m moving this motion, that he felt that tin penentage should be made up 
out of turn and ht had good reason to belli ve th it the ( ongress paitv would agree 
to that 

Mr Muhammad Naum an \es, ceitainly 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Tn older tint wi nny have the full 
views of the House before us, I should like lo know wliat the Congress puti has 
to sav on this matter 


Prol N G- Ranga We have no views about c ommunahsni A 

Mr President I think with regard to discussion on policy, the better course 
would be not to carrv it on on a c ut motion like tins Mv reason for allowing a 
few questions and answers was to decide on the advisability or desirability of 
withdrawing the motion My suggestion is—it is onlv a suggestion which parties 
ma\ or mav not accept—that m view of what has fallen from the Deputv 
President, and without committing the mover of the cut to accept the statement 
made bv Government as final, the motion may be withdrawn for further considers 
tion, unless the Leader of the House has any objection 

to i? e H f 0Q0 “£ ble Sir Edward Benthall I have no objection, I would be glad 

r JTm’ B "‘ rt wmU k "“ «» »' «“ 

per"'t,,™ Uh ‘,nT I “ /"V” h “ be « n 5™" lh *‘ th ‘ over-all 

percentage will be maintained Our anxiety, as I have explained is that in 

mned^ AsT 1,1'™^''°^ °* retrenchment thf “ Muslim quota should be mam- 
withdraw mv motion as8UMnce ™ ^at point I beg leave of the House to 


Th« motion was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn 
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1 'rte Iisious to iS'upc luimuulal btafj 

Six Mohammad Yamm Khan bir, I move 

' lint tin ilennnd undei the head Hallway Boaicl be leduced by Ke 1 
My intention is to discubb tlie question ot giving extensions to superannuated 
staff against the views ol this House ex^iessed m past ycais hast \eai or the 
veai Lietoie an extension was given to a pioininent member ol the Kailway Board 
tor which this House eiitieibed the \\ ai Ti disport Member r lhe House then 
clearly laid down its view that no extensions should be given to supermnuated 
staff because yuu thereby do an injustice to youngei men In tlie past we have 
found thut these extensions have mjunoubly affected some veiy good officeo- 
The tioveininent polio ot (ouisc has been that dining war time they could not 
dispense with their expeneneed people hut now the war exigencies no long* r 
exist and l do not Know wh\ some extensions hive been given to supu mnuated 
people tins veil I do not want to mention my names beeause it would be 
invidious to do bo Therefoie I only criticize the polity of Government Sir we 
demand m issm nice horn the Gov eminent thai this will nt ver be done again 
and it should tcrnam an accepted polity ot the Government that no extensions 
in intuit Should be given The Muslim League I’artv is moving tins motion in 
oidei to unite the opinion of all the othei parti s on this subject and to impress 
upon the Government that they should not give un more extens on« to their 
supu mnuated offueis Kir I move 
Mr President Gut motion moved 

lint Hit dtnund under thp head ‘Railway Board be reduced by Re 1” 

Mr Frank K Anthony (Nominated Yon Ofluial) bir, I rise to supjiort tins 
motion 1 have not very much to siy on the matter except that T feel that all 
sections ot the House who lcpicsent mlwav interests are united in asking tk» 
Honouiable the \\ ai Transport Mcmbei to put an end to this pnnuple of giving 
extensions of servnL to pewms who liavi icaclicd the ige ol superannuation 
Speaking for railway personnel 1 cun assuu the Honouiable the W ir Transport 
Member that there is an mi munous ilem mil in this math r On previous 
occasions I have conveyed to the iulvvnv authorities the very deep resentment 
which has been caused particularly dunng the wu bv wlut was considered by 
l.ulwaymen as unnecessary extensions of service ut anted to men who had reached 
the ige of superannuation lu the past the Honouiable the War Transport 
Membei justified it Pei baps he hid sonic bi-as for testification on the groin d 
that the war raised an emergence that owng io the expansion requited as tie 
result of the strain imposed on the lailw us by the w u lie* lujuned in expansion 
also of experienced staff and in order to have this requisite stiffening m tl > 
railway administration of experience it was absolutely neeessaiy for them U, 
give these extensions to then exDenenced offitcis it the iop But th.tt n oin 
has completely disappeared today I fed that the s(i nn imposed on (be red 
way administration on account of the war has alieidy i asi el to some extent a d 
it is going to ease progressivelv 

Another very cogent reason against perpetuitmg a pimciple which his mused 
not only resentment but also hardship is that eon lost a nmnbei of experiencid 
senior officers who volunteered for the railway military operating units T believe 
T am right in saving tlint most if not all, of these men hive returned to the 
railways As my Honourable friend, Sir Mohammad Yamm has pointed out 
it has operated very harshly against yout semor men who hav. not leached tin 
age of superannuation They have lost verv considerably mainlv men with 
20 to 25 years of service who had the right to expect that they should renc li 
certain appointments because you gave extensions of service, did not reach 
those appointments Not only have thev lost m the matter of official postion, 
thev have lost m the matter of emoluments not having reached the position 
which thev had the right to expect to reach thev <lid not get increased emolu 
ments More than that because thev did not get the emoluments which thev 
felt thev were entitled to thev were not able to make their proportionate contribu¬ 
tions to the provident fund Onlv the other dav T received a represents on from 
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men on the N W 11 complaining against whit they considered as unjustified 
policy of gratuitous extensions to men when tlie v felt that they wcie sufficiently 
senior and experienced staff to take over the administration at the top level 

Mr Muhammad Nauman bir, 1‘do not like to take up much tune of the 
House I will only say that this point of view was stressed in the House a few 
yea is igo, namely that people of superannuated age should not be allowed to 
continue m service any more 

[At this stage Mr President vacated the Chau which was then occupied by 
Mr Deputy President (Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan)] 

At that time, the administrative convenience was made a plea and it was 
suggested by all sections ol the House that those people who had been re¬ 
employed after retirement should at least be asked to go immediately 

Sir, 1 know of many instances where people m the lower and suhoidipale 
staff of the ltailways have already put m nc trly 40 vears of service, and the \ are 
still being allowed to continue On the Oudh and Tnhut Railway, tins >s a 
permanent feature If you go there you will find that more than 20 "per cent of 
their staff have got longer than 30 \i ars service I would request the Honourable 
the War Transport Member to pay his attention paiticularly to this Itailway who- 
are m the habit of maintaining staff after the age of 55 Nearly 20 pei cent of 
their staff in all grades is of superannuated age \\ e are not onlv condemning this 
habit of the Railway Board in so fni as it eon ems officers in lnghei posts, but 
also those who are occupying lower positions—in the grades of r >0 oi 80 or 10ft 
rupees all over India Jn a country like Tndu <>i 'or the matter of that any¬ 
where, man lias only a reasonable (ap icitv to wo4 it i certain age That human 
factor cannot be forgotten It may be that i certain individual in spito’of having 
attained that age, may be considered ht medically or otherwise, but the rules 
cannot be (hanged to suit individual health oi convenience Therefore 1 would 
impress upon the Railway Board to become mote stnct in this matter and to see 
that no one is allowed extension of service whether he is in a lower grade or 
whether he is occupying a higher position With these few words 1 support the 
motion, and T hope the wishes of the House will he implemented by the Honour¬ 
able the War Transport Member \yho was good enough to say th it he will try 
to do what the House wishes him to do m as much as it is practicable 

SJt N V Oadgll Sir, if further suppoit n uecessary, T sav it is a good 
cause Keeping superannuated people in scivcc mars the future of younger 

people It was bad before the war it lias become worse now There is 

absolutely no justifk ition in giving further extensions and I do hope the Govern 
ment will accept this suggestion 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall [ a m in tli e happv position of sating 
that I am in agreement with vvlmt my Honourable friends say and that the 
policy is already in operation I will just tell mv Honourable .friends what 
has actually happened and what the position is 

During the war, as everybody knows, there was a yerv great expansion of 
lailway activity and in order to meet this we had to give extensions to a number 
of officers It may bo argued that we might have recruited numbers off joung 
men to the w r ork hut it must be remembered that it takes three to six years 
to tram m officer before he is of anv use at all and even then of course he 
has not got the experience which is so valuable when it comes to a pinch In 
the middle of 1944, there were 128 officers on extension of service—that was 
about the peak period I should think—but although the number seems large, 
I do not believe that the hardships effected yvere as great as people imagine 
because of the very large number of temporal v posts which were created and 
which were filled bv people who would otherwise have been promoted by the 
retirement of the superannuated I think a certain number undoubtedly did 
suffer, but those were mainly the people at the top who were held back bv the 
non superannuation of General Managers and so on 
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Hie hallway Department have always been conscious of the undesirabihty 
ami the unpopularity of exteusions although 1 may add, aa regards the utility 
•of such officer, that it is a remarkable fact that as soon as any of our sugeran- 
uu ited officers left, they were snapped up in Europe and some of them are 
running the railway transport in Germain? and others m Austria It does no® 
meai that then period of useful service is over So long as they are fit, they 
■are peifcctly capable of domg their duties We were however responsive to 
the views ot the House and took action as soon a3 evei it was possible, owing 
to the exigencies of the war, to do so Even before the end of hostilities 
aguinst the Japanese, we had begun to reduce the numbeis so that in the 
middle of 1945, that is a year after uud-1944 when wc had 128 officers, we 
reduced the figure to 95 and today, February 1946, there aie only 45 ofheers 
on extension and a number ic employed Although we arc following this 
policy, it does not mean that the work ot the railways is any less and that we 
are, not missing them We ire 'lhetc is a tremendous lot of work m con 
uection with rehabiht ition and new projects and for these new 
M sui\e\s alone wc want 100 officer—100 posls temporarily So we 
shal miss fhese ofheers and ini'", them ten badly wbenevc r they go But 
the policy is fo clamp down W n extensions In the autumn a decision was 
«ilived at to stop extensions so as to uisuie that then was no extension at all 
running alter 31st Deccmbei 1045 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Is this ilso with the subordinates 1 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall \s leguids the suboidinatee, there 
arc to be no extensions toi non gazetted start mil there will be no extensions 
to gazetted staff hemetmwiid except m im exception il i cses The onlv 
one I can think of is an officei givcn a couple of months extension m order to 
tide ovci the time until anotliei ollicu comes hick troin eave Even that 
will stop at the end ot 1040 , 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Whit ibout specnl instructions to O A 1 

Kailwav v 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall It applies to all railways 
Mr Muhammad Nauman I'hey are bad enough 1 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall They hay e received instructions and 
therefore 1 think the demands of the House in this respect are being met 
Ho 1 understand that my Honourable fnend wi 1 withdiaw the cut motion 1 
Mr Deputy President Hus the Mcmbei who mo\ed this cut motion leave 
of the House to withdraw it 1 

The cut motion was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn 

ant l of \luilnn Quota ti liaihiaij Soroues 

Mr Muhammad Nauman bir, 1 move 

‘ That tho demand under the head Railway Board he uduicd by Re 1 ’ 

It will be more or less a repetition of the debate that we had on the ques 
tion of retrenchment policy and I do lot like to explain them ad; length once 
more I would onlv just &ay that our experience of the last 40 years has been 
that m the matter of promotions, the Muslims hate always been victimized 
and prejudiced by non Muslim officers, mil the miinbc i c t Muslim officer' 
have been so small that no safety of their interest could be guaranteed by the 
existence of the few who are there I must explain how this happens As 
the Honourable Members know that all these promotions are now arranged 
through Selection Committees which a s a rule have got to have one member 
of tho minority community m India The wording is “whenever possible" 
Sometimes advantage is taken of these woids “whenever possible” and the 
Muslim is not brought ou the Selection Committee At anothei time when he 
is brought, he is normally a xeiv junior officei and is suboidmate to those with 
whom he has to sit in the Selection Committee with the result that he cannot 
have a free hand of offering an opinion upon the individual selection which is 
made The next is the question of confidential reports what I have spokfen 
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about eimiei in the debate What happens is that the number of Muslim 
start sent lor promotion bcloic the be lection Committee is very small so far 
is tnc 'XiiSiim suboirtmate-s ue eone^i. eil the lloiumrube Membei tor Wm 
Iriiispeiit will leincmber that oiil\ last year I sent him a few telegiums and 
agitated against eeitain selections made from the suboidmate service in the 
Bengal and Assam ltailway to lower Gazetted services Out of seventeen 
sea i ted, then, u is only oik Muslim i’lns is m nicidtnt on a l.nlwuy which 
is expected to have 43 per cent Muslim quota Wheieas out of seventeen pro¬ 
moted iiom the suboidinaU suvie to the lowei gu/ctled seiviee, only one 
Muslim w.rs taken, although I sent telegrams to the Honourable Member in 
the Hallway Board in this connection and probably enquiries were made later 
on but tlit list was nevn turned down and it was expected that in future 
pre bnbly that will be made up which fys not happened so lar I have just 
shown \ou from the leport that even this yeai in the 1945 repoit, the promo 
tio s winch have been made trom the subordmate to the lower gazetted ser- 
vii e Muslims nut given oulv 17 pet cun l nltss some metluid ( is adopted 
and a guaiantee is given that the Muslims will be given a fair deal, it is not 
po-.Bible that we should expict i change You have noticed, Sir, th.rt although 
the resolution of 1934 lias been in existence, in the mattei of recruitment we 
fat'd that out ol (he tot il nunilui the peuenttgo <>t Muslims in the lower 
ga,, Med suvMl md tin snpi nt» -uvlu is no mm i til m light pci (t lit and 9 98 
pi*r cent , an improvement ot fom md hvi per lent m teu years, md 1 do not 
know whrt time it will tike l>Mo)e we cm le ich 23 pel cent quota Tills is 
tin most peculiar position wJuth I wish to bring to your notice 

In the matter of collieries, you will find that Mr Stenton, Manager of the 
Collieries m Gmdili, has been given time extensions although he was con 
di limed m 193b for gross miscjmagt oi justice and who jyas utterly lricom 
pc tent bee mse i lot of di itlis and in alert® oecuried dining Tils *61010 in 1938 
mid he was responsible foi the loss of Government piopeity 111 that year as 
well There are Muslim olheers and Hindu officers known to me but they 
are 110b being given a chance becaust this gentleman is being given extensions 
You will be surprised to hear that out of the twelve managers ot these col 
lienes, none happens to be a Muslim, not that lie does not happen to be 1 
Muslim today, but there has not been a Muslim since the inception of the lail 
w 1 vs 01 the lollnrns vvhuh tie lelhg owned 1>\ the 1 ulwavs wheicis tlicie has 
been in instant i where one Mi JJivv in i jutuoi man h is beicn [iimnoted to be 
M nnigoi ot the Burmi collie ties ovvntd bv iht Snte (onqunv This position 
his to be veiv seiioasly <onsule>el md l»\ moving these tuts we onlv want to 
impress that although tie Muslim rt prest nt itives m this House have been 
placin', then eases trom 192l> onw mis md Govimrnint has given all soifb of 
guaimlees and assmantes *> Muslims nothin r ipprei 1 ilb bis tome so f 1- 
and things hive not unproved in 11 v lmtinii mv whirr 

Mr Deputy President Cut motion moved 

Thut demand under the head Hvllwav Board’ be leduitd by Re 1 ’ 

Dr Sir Zla Uddin Ahmad f United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham¬ 
madan Rural) S11 I do not like to give any information of my own but I would 
onlv re ad the figures supplied bv the Railway Board in their Administration 
Repoit which lies pist bun published On page 49 we have got the figu^sc 
of duett let 1 uitment 82 oflhet rs have hern appointed and itcoiding to the 
resolution of the Home Deputrmnt 25 pn cent ought to have been Muslims 
we find only 14 Then a note is added saying that the shortage or 
Muslim recruitment was due to the requisite number of qualified Muslim candi¬ 
dates not being forthcoming for appointment in the Engineering and Stores 
Department This is a point which T should like to explain They say that 
qualified Muslim engineers are not forthcoming I may point out that the case 
of the engineering services among the Muslims now is very much different 
from what it used to be some years ago My friend and m fact the whole 
House would be surprised if I telL them that during the last four years the 
Aligarh University has (urned out as many graduates m engineering a s all the 
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produced by all the engineering colleges in India were about the same whioh 
we have produced m the last four years in the Aligarh University 

As regards their qualifications 1 may tell the House that in the open com¬ 
petitive examination held by the Government of India m the selections for 
foieign scholarships the Aligarh University Engineering College got the maxi 
mum liumbei As legalds elhciuicy nobody can question them, because it 
has been decided in open competition in the selection for Euiopean scholarship 
The dilfii uity has been that theic have been no oppoltunities foi admission ill the 
engineering colleges Therefore it is not that the Muslims are not capable oi 
learning the profession of engineering but because people were not willing to 
admit thfm It was pointed out repeatedly on the floor of the House ten ycais 
ago, befoic wo opened oui own iiigin^eiing college, that Muslims cannot join 
the engineering piofession because they were weak ill mathematics It m 
an using that this argument was uiged before me When we advertised for 
oil* first admission m iho Aligaili Umveisity I got 500 applications and every 
one of them was qualified for Admission in cngincc nug college All of them hau 
passed tl* inteimfdmte m science with engineering group mid hundred of them 
hid taken the U St dc.gm We could only cdmit >0 On mount of the wai 
we had luccleiiUd our comses and we have produced a veiy large number of 
engines nug gruluates, all of whom hive got appointments and many of them 
in\t won scholarships Therefore to say, as the wutei of the Hallway admans 
tuition hi-, bluffed, that Muslims ire not available toi the engineering service 
I think vou will find Muslims avulable for al the posts, provided the desire 
to appoint them-is not wanting They have not the >ame oppoitumties for 
getting appointments This argument which thev have advanced ought to be 
corrected and modified If they had said that the appointing authontv had 
no desire to appoint Muslims, then it would have been more comet 

The story is much worse wheji 1 read the report further In the same 
page in the case of piomotions, which my friend also raised sometime ago, I 
find in the lower gazetted service only one Muslim out of 25 which is onlv 4 
per cent , instead of 2.5 pei cent l(ou find ilsc, th it in the ease of the siipe 
nor services, the ease is equally bad I know a great deal about thest selec¬ 
tions Selection depends very much upon the people who scdect It depend', 
upon the muimei in which the case is piesentcd Probablv mv fuend will be 
amused if I tell him that’once Lord Meston, the' Governor of the U 1* , shed 
the Vice. Uhancelloi ol the Allahabad University to iccoiniiii nd two persons to> 
the post of Deputy Collector The Vice Chancellor urepared a oh irt in which 
he put dow'n the marks toi vanous qualifications ol t ich c indulate and he showed 
that the first 8 were non Muslims and tin 9th plan vv is given to a Muslim 1 
aeked the Governor to give me all these applications so that I might scrutinise 
the marking Instead of giv ing 10 marks foi p issing the high school examina¬ 
tion, 10 for passing the mteimedinti examination and so m mv marks foi other 
qudlificatior/s I learranged the marking hv iliotmg minks foi ehiracter, 
peisonal appearance, family services, with the ltfiult tint tin fust thiee were 
Muslims It all depends upon the selecting authontv They can adopt anv 
manner of selection by means of which a desned candidate can always be put 
first If vou have anv doubts give me the papers and I wall rearrange the 
nr arks and put first the candidate whom I like The fact is that the appoint¬ 
ing authority had no desire to appoint Muslims • 

I have said lepeatedlv on the floor of the House that in the case of selec¬ 
tion sometimes thev fix seniority and sometimes efficiency is criterion for 
selection The entenon of seniority or efficiency is adopted to 1 eject Muslim 
candidates If a Muslim happened to be senior, then selection is made on 
the principle of efficiency and if the Muslim candidate is efficient then selec 
tion is made on the criterion of seniority It is for this reason that mv friend 
Mi Nuurnan and other meinbeis fiotu this side ilvv ivs press “Please deter 
mine the percentage m the case of promotions also” Simply to say that we 
select the best men will not do Fix the percentage for both Hindus .and 
Muslims, the same percentage which vou have fixed in the case of direct recruit¬ 
ment Unless this is done the Mussalmana will not have a square deal 
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y.ow 1 turn ovei the next page of the administration report, the story is 
bliLi woise On next pa 0 e 1 we luul the leciuitment of both the superior and 
lower gazetted officers The position oj Muslims there is verv poor, certainly 
it has not unproved \Vc find on page .50 ot this leport that the percentage of 
Muslims in the supenoi and lower gazetted service is 9 98 This is very low 
and ought to be stepped up L do not know whether iny friend Khan Bahadut 
-Zafar llossain Khan is a membei of the Railway Board or not—but I £id not 
undeistand at the tune he if plied to lm question about lctrenchment and I 
wish he clears it now Supposing theie ne 100 peisons in service, and the 
ptieentage of Muslims at that paiticulai time is not 25, but is 20 only, will 
he retrench Muslims still further so th it their percentage may become lower 
stih or will he lefrain from rctienching Muslims till the percentage rises to 
2a ’ 1 want to have i iepl\ as 1 did not exaetlv grasp his point What did he 

Khan Bahadur Zaiar Hosain Khan No 1 did not say that all Muslims 
wil hi tetanic<1 in suviie becuise that will mean eucioachment on the quota 
of othci communities Muslims will get their own quota in the number of 
employees th it wi 1 be it tamed in service 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad I do not grasp his point Suppose the percent 
ago ot Muslims is 20 mstc id of 25, will you see that Muslims are not retreu 
ohtd nil then quota goes up to 25 9 

Bhan Bahadur Zafar Hosain Khan In tho number of people who will be 
retained m seivju. Muslims will be retained to the extent of 25 per cent, 
Which is tile'll quota 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad My Honourably friend talks of injustice to other 
communities I do not know whether he has ever seen the figures that we 
huv > calculated, because the Muslims are not getting 25 per cent, the net 
loss to the Muslim community is now Rs 7 croies eveiy year His his atton 
tieu been drawn to the fact that injustice is being done to the Muslims? He is 
talking ibout injustice to othei communities But here grave injustice is being 
done to the Muslims, and if he is uot familiar with these figures, he emi cal 
culate himself Wt are losing at the late of 7 crorpa a year because just oe 
is not being done to the Muslims You are not prepared to do justice to the 
Mus.ims and you are talking of injustice to the other communities 

The story does not end lien On the next page ulso \ou will find that in 
scales of salary rising to Rs 200 the position of Muslims is equallv bad—it is 
8 76 per cent Ft ought to have been 25 Just calculate what is the loss to 
the Muslims m not having 25 per cent It is simple arithmetic which my 
Honouiable friend em calculate foi lnmseif T ike the percentage of services 
every year and find out the deficiency and prepare the Budget of the loss t 
Muslims in the case of service® alone—1 do not talk of the losses in teirns of 
•contracts aud various other thing* 

Wh**n vve eomc to the other classes \ou will hnd that the position is appro 
ximately ihe same On the next page, page 52, we find that the percentage 
is 9 98 No doubt it lias slightly moieased since 19S4 hut there is still ,i 
gooci deal to be m rde up When you come to the other clisse s you find also 
that it is 8 70 If vou turn ovei the piges you will find that the position of 
the Msiihmx is still woise Now T take this simple method of enleulation 
take the percentage of Muslims, it ought to have been 25 per cent , take the 
difference and multiply it bv the numbel and salaries and you will get the 
figures of loss to the Muslim community which will woik up* to seven crores 
I press that the Radw i\ Bond oueht not do pistice onl\ to other communi- 
tie, but the othci communities should also include the Mus’ims and they ought 
to do justice to the Muslims a b well We want reallv to be very fair to the other 
communities, but T think it is verv desirable that wo learn to live and let live 
By tjpis method alone there will be peace and there can be good understanding, 
but people desire that thev should five and not allow the others to live, then 
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there will a wavs be want of equilibrium, there will always be misunderstand* 
mg Jf this principle of live and let live be adopted in geneial, then probably 
all the political trouble that we aie now lacing may dis.ippeai 

Mr Deputy President, The Honourable Member has got one minute more 
Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad I have not developed even half of my argu¬ 
ments 1 will probablv have to leave them ovei foi some other occasion 
Mr Deputy President If the House agrees, probably he may take soma 
more time 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad If therefore we draw up the balance sheet the 
loss which we are suffeung on account of the injustice done to us, it seems 
desuable that some justice should be done now Wc do not want any special 
iavoui, but wt want only bale justice We do not want i(.payment of previous 
losses that we have been suffemig duimg the last uinety years We repudiate 
all out debts and do not liaip is wc do in c isc ot ster.mg balances But at 
least in tutmo I think justice should be done to us Let the justice be done— 
gLyc 25 pci cent all louiid Do not n Bench anv Muslims till 25 per cent is 
completed? and then >ou can go on retrenching as manv as you like 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi Mi Deputy President, what I said with regard 
to cut motion \ - 11 ipplies mutati « mutaiuhn to lccruilmcnt promotion, 

supeiaimuation and a 1 the other aspects of railway administration in India I 
would not have spoken on this resolution but the feai with which the Hon- 
oiuuble the War Transport Member talked has induced me to find out from 
him whether he considers us talking from these benches, a b beggars oi as 
people who dcinind iin it liglitiul share in the idmimstration It was the 
Government of Inch i that decided the proportions The Home Department 
published its lie solution incl now when we isk him to isk the Railway Board 
to behave piopeih ,rnd canv out the institutions contained in that Resolution 
he stands up and t ilks to us sweetly and with suavity and suggests as if 
what wc lie saving .s i< ills count and tbit h would do us justice But when 
he got up and demanded from the House whether Honourable Members 
belonging to the Congiess Partv agreed oi did not agiee with what we were 
talking, L teU is d hi did not intend to cam out even the halt-he irted pro 
mise winch he and his issistaid hul mule Wt in deni Hiding our repre¬ 
sentation in railway suvicgs according to that Resolution Whether the Con¬ 
gress agrees with it, whether the Anglo Indians and the other mmonties agree 
with our demand or not is not the point Are you prepaied to issue instruc¬ 
tions and even commands to the Railway Board to give to the Muslims what 
the Government of Indn has ngued to give them*’ His the Congress said 
something which made him suggest 

^The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall The Honourable Member was asking 
for something more than that That is whv we wanted the views of the other 
people 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi We have been talking of the Resolution of the 
Home Department Asking foi more was because the argument of ment is 
inflicted into our faces every time and that aigument of ment never woiks in 
my favour 1 do not want mote it I am given what is my due I shall be 
satisfied But to ask X to -'ay ‘yes , to ask Y to agree with him and so on 
and so forth does create a doubt in m-y mind whether the assurances being 
given and (he lequests being made for withdrawal of these cut motions is 
sincere or otherwise 

W bet n i these cut motions will have any effect is again a doubtful point 
but wdien he asked the Congress spokesman to agree to what we are demanding 
he wa *, almost giving up the ghost He was almost crushing the paper on 
which that Resolution is printed or typed and throwing it into waste paper 
basket That wag not doing us eithei justice or playing fair to us If our 
demand is according to vour policy, please say so If we are wrong, please 
tell us where we are wrong If you cannot find out of this nartaon of donkeys, 
as von have labelled it, enough people to fill vour services, let them 
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the men with the necessary qualifications Our demand is based on 
justice. nid should not In. played with 

Khan Bahadur Zafar Hosain Khan The speeches deliveied bv my Honour¬ 
able friends seem to imply that the Hallway Bod'd have been guilty of not linple 
menting the instructions issued by the Government of Tndia with regard to 
communal proportion to be observed m recruitment to the railway services I 
bha'l now buelly explain tin. position Hi lcgatcl to the lecruitmcut to the supenor 
services 

As Honourable Membtis aie uwau, the reciuitment to the superior services 
is made not by the Railway Board, not by any Railway a3mimstration but 
thiough the Federal Public Service (Yannussion and by means of a competitive 
examination In the last 11 ye us, Muslims bad ictuulv obt un< d a percent 
age of 23 9 as against 25 which is their quota Ihe leason for the deficiency 
is to be found not in any delibeiate intention on the part of the Railway Board 
not to c ulv out the intentions of Government but m tin tact that qualified 
Musi in i mdid dcs iu n >t foitluonnng I will quote only one inst.mce, rel.tmg 
to the \ear 191145 m which \tm tin number <<l Muslims who tpiahiitd 
at the competitive examination foi let initment to the Engmeeiing and Stores 
Departments was much less than th< number of vacancies allotted to this 
community This examination was held bv the federal Public Service Coin 
mission and not bv the Railway Boaid In the Stores Department, we wanted 
three Muslims We got none The deficiency m the vacancies w is carried 
over to the next ve ir 

Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi Not made up in other sections 9 
Khan Bahadur Zalar Hosain Khan 1 am coming to that 
Mr Muhammad Nauman Mav 1 knyw whether in the Public Service 

Commission the Railway Board has a representative as an expert and did lie 

insist on the communal quota being nude up then and there 

Khan Bahadur Zafar Hosain Khan 4 member of the department to which 
recruitment is made is alw rvs on the Commission to help the Federal Public 
■service Commission 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Wh it is he for 9 

Khan Bahadur Zalar Hosain Khan 11c is then to sec that tlu men select 
ed are qualified for railway service- In the Engineering Department we want¬ 
ed six Muslims We got only 6 The deficiency in th's department was made 
up bv recruiting two more men m the Traffic and Commercial Departments 
and one m the Iiidim Hsilw n Xeiuimts Seiviee R\ this means, we were 

able just to make up the deficiency m the Engineering Department Muclims, 

however, have not done so badlv on the whole bee nuse their proportion which 
was 4 67 in 1034 has woil thin doubled itself mil « is 0 <)8 in 1015 
Mr Muhammad Nauman In 11 years 9 

Khan Bahadur Zafar Hosain Khan Yes (neui e in s excreiscd in tin 
observ met of the communal quotas for vanous communities and if we are not 
able to fill am vacancy allotted to a minority community in am yc>ar it is 
carneel forward to the following year But if ev< cannot make up the defi¬ 
ciency in the next year also, the reservation lapses under the existing rules 
No vacancy reserved foi a Muslim h.rs been filled by a member of any other 
comnaurnty except onh m those cases when qualified Muslim candidates could 
not be found 

Mr Muhammad Nauman llavt thev not lapsed on mam occasions' 

Khan Bahadur Zafar HoS&in Khan • If m the second year, we are not able 
to find am qualified Muslim candidates, the vacancy lapses As I have 
a Ire ad’, said the charge foi there being a deficiency in the Muslim recruitment 
to the supenor set vices cannot really be laid art the door of Government, and 
this eomplaint could more appropriately be addressed to my Honourable fnend 
«> Dr Sir Zm Uddtn Ahmad (whom I do not see in the House at the moment) 
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who may be asked to see that Muslim young men with the required qualifica¬ 
tions and m sufficient numbers come forward to compete in the various com¬ 
petitive examinations held by the Federal Public Service Commission 

With legard to the iowci gazetted service, Government spokesmen have 
frequently stated in this House that this service is filled By promotion and it 
is the settled policy of Government that! the lules regarding communal reserva¬ 
tions will not apply to these promotions The small number of Muslims m 
this scivice is due to the dearth of Muslims in the upper subordinate ranks on 
Hallways 

Mr Muhammad Nauman May 1 ask one question? In the subordinate 
seivioo \on Jill by promotion only "80 and 20 per cent by direct recruitment 
Khan Bahadur Zafar Hosain Khan, Recently we have filled all our appoint¬ 
ments to the lower gazetted service by promotion 

Mr Muhammad Nauman, Was it not the practice to fill 20 per cent 
through leciuitment? 

Khan Bahadur Zafar Hosain Khan. I am afrud I cannot answer that ques¬ 
tion btraight away 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Will the Jlonouiable M-inlui look into’ 

Khan Bahadur Zafar Hosain Khan Yes, Sir The deficiency of Muslims 
in the lowei gazetted service can only be corrected in course of time and now 
that Muslims with the requisite qualifications are joining the subordinate ser¬ 
vice m sufficient numbers there are indications that more Muslims will gradual¬ 
ly become available for promotion to this service 

In this connection f would refei Honourable Members to the statements 
in Chaptci VII, page 52 of Volume I of the Beport by the Railway Board for 
1944-45, fiom which my friend Mi Nauman quoted, from which it will be 
obsened that the pioportion of Muslima occupying post3 on scales of pay 
rising to 11s 250 a month and over on the old scales and Rs 200 on the new 

scales of pay has risen fiom 4 84 m 1934 to 8 76 m 1945 

With regard to the subordinate service 5 *, it is true that m the last three 

yeais Muslims have not obtained the stipulated 25 per cent quota The mann 

reason has been, as has already been mentioned to the House by the Honourable 
the War Transport Member, the poor response to advertisement issued m 
connection w th recruitment to Railway Subordinate Services and this is attri¬ 
buted to Muslims hiving j’omcd the Fighting Fotces ind otlioi work connected 
with the wm in greater numbers All Railway Administrations have experi¬ 
enced this difficulty including the North Western Railway where the recruit¬ 
ment to Subordinate Services is made not by the Railway Administration but 
by an outside body, namely, the North Western Railway Service Commission 
Then position, however, has been steadily improving since 1934 Their per¬ 
centage in the permanent Railway Subordinate services on the 31st March 1936 
was 16 67, which increased to 20 2 on the 31st March 1945 It is hoped that 
among the war service candidates greater proportion of Muslims will be found 
to make up the deficiency of these years The Railway Board exercises a 
fairly strict check over reciuitment figures submitted by Railway Administra¬ 
tions and Railways which failed to make up their communal quotas have had 
their attention drawn to this fact with instructions to make even, effort to 
rectify the deficiency m the succeeding yean 

Then I think it was my Honourable friend Mi Nauman who mentioned that 
on the Selection Committees they have a junior officer who is subordinate to 
other officers on the Committees That, Sir, is not a fact There are strict 
instructions that on the Selection Committees no one member should be sub¬ 
ordinate to the other I hope, Sir, with this explanation the Honourable 
Member will withdraw his cut motion 

Khan Bahadur Hafiz M, Ohazanfarulla (Rohilkund and Kumaou Divisions 

Muhammadan Rural) Sn according to the rules of the recruitment, there i» 
a machinery to look after the recruitment m a proper way My submission is 
that the supervision to look after that machinery must be done in a proper yay 
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I «uni uiat there should he sonmuody to took after the running of this machinery 
properly It has been said that ac cording to Rule 72 of the State Railways 
three persons are to be appointed to toe Selection Committees But I have seen 
that they are not of equal ranks That is the case in many Divisions The 
resu t is that the function of the selection of candidates is not carried out pro¬ 
perly by these Committees Generally, it is the Divisional Personal Assistant 
who selectb the men for interview and as he is sometimes communal-minded, he 
takes ouly those Muslims who are very inferior in education with the result 
that at the time of interview they are rejected It should not be so If all 
the three members of the Selection Committee are of the same rank, this will 
not happen The other thiug is that the Divisional Superintendent has to ask 
one of thebe three to work as the Chairman of the Selection Committee That 
must he c imed out properly According to recruitment rules the committee 
of 3 should consist one from minority community “wherever possible”, the 
woid> “wherever possible” must he removed from the rules There should qe 
one member from the Mus’im community so that no injustice may be done at 
tne time of selection With tbesp ipmaiks I support the motion for rut 

Mr Muhammad Nauman. May. I ask one question of the Honourable 
Member J the Honouiaoie Member has just said on bchalt of the Government 
that theie is a machinery in the Railway Board which keeps a regular watch 
that tae communal quota is being maintained m the matter of recruitment Is 
there an\ otlm nnrhmery which iqiijllv keeps a watch that m the matter of 
dismissals and discharges the number of Muslims is not going down? What 
happens ib thib ii ib uke a jai will a horn it may be that m the matter of 
recruitment the Muslims are given 23 per cent but m the matter of discharges 
thu nmnhri in i\ he vuv Iiiqc If \ei sip the whole v*ar b recruitment of any 
particular railway, you will find that Muslim* have been discharged probably to 
tiie tunc oi aO pci cent with the result tiat the commuual quota cannot be 
made up in the long run whether it is 100 years or a thousand years Is there 
any michinery to witch that point 9 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. Well, Sir, as regards that point, we 

do not keep any liguies ot discli uges, hut wt do keep the figures of the net 
result, winch means tie recruitment less discharges We watch the alterations 
year by year In idihtion, of course to the Railway Board and myself watching 
these figures of recruitment, the Home Department, in order to supervise the 
Resohiti >n of l f l SI ilso w itc h to see that the proper percentages of the minority 
communities are observed 

Mr Muhammad Nauman: I quite appreciate that Does not the Honour- 
*ole lUrfiiiOci dpptcoicin tie lict that u.tnough tie reel ailment may be coritct, 
the Musi in position will not unpioxe un'ess some chick is maintained also in 
the matter of dismissals and discharges? You will notice that in spite of the 
best tlts-rtb the Mubiim position 1ms not improved in Railway s'ervices For 
instance, within 10 years they have only improved by 5 per cent , although the 
number of bt iff employed on the r always was about 7 lakhs in normal years and 
it has now cone up to 9,62,000 Still, the percentage of Muslims has not 
unproved Why it is so 9 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 1 I will look into the matter and see 

whetinr mv further machinery is npeesenry to watch dismissals 

Baja Sir Saiyid Ahmad All Khan Aivi (Nominated Non-Official) Sir, I do 

not think it can be said that proper Muslims are not forthcoming and m Railway 
services Muslims were not recruited because proper'y qualified people were not 
available When I was Minister of Education, the same thing was told to me 
But when T got the files and examined them with the Director of Public Instruc¬ 
tion, I found that 5 persons were quite competent to hold that post and three 
of them were appointed bv me at that time I believe that If there is a will 
there must be a way Most of these people do not realise that by keeping a 
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particular community above par they are not doing any service to that commu¬ 
nity if both the communities go up, most of this estrangement will go and 
they will live happily together To my mind, 1 think tne story about the hall¬ 
way Department, so far as the Muslim community is concerned, is the same 
story which you can hear anywhere elso Even the illiterate people say that 
the Hallway Board has got no liking for the Muslims 1 think my Honourable 
friend. Sir Edward Benthall, whom I know very well, wants to do good, but he 
can only formulate the policy Those who carry out that policy are not willing 
to carry it out properly So, there should be some kind of a Welfare Committee 
to look after the interests of the minority communities kiom the figures tnat 
have been given, it appears that the ratio of Muslims has been only doubled in 
ten years’ time in spite of all these war measures when so many more persons 
were required I think it was not very difficult to get the qualilied Muslims fo 
fill up the fixed quota But I know the handicaps that are there I have been 
myself recommending people to different Departments hut 1 am sorry to say that 
most of my recommendations to the Hallway Board have been turned down I 
think only one recommendation was accepted This is not the case with other 
DepartmeAtb 1 hope my Honouiable irieud fcm Edward Benthall will Look into 
this thing and m his answer he will give m<, an account of what has been done 
But if this Welfare Committee is not appointed, I am atiaid this thing vulL con¬ 
tinue to be done in the same way as in the past years The liailway Board 
ought to know that, alter all, the public consists of both the communities and 
othei communities and each one of them should have its proper share What 
they want is their legitimate shaie aud it should be given to them with a smiling 
face If what they want is more than their shaie, they should be told ‘No, 
you cannot have it and we will not give it to you It is more than what has 
been your due share which you now want ” 

The Honourable Sir Edward Banthall Sir, I do not think the Honourable 
Membei expects any reply except t’o say that I will gve my peisonal attenton 
to these things It is oui constant uni to try to keep up to these figures 
Apart from anything else and to put it on the lowest level, if we do not keep up 
the quota, we get into tumble with Honoui ible Membeis in this House There¬ 
fore we like to see that the figures reach the percentage, because then we feel 
that they are satisfied and we get less trouble I can assure my Honourable 
friends that we do try and implement this percentage both m numbers and m 
spirit 

Raja Sir Saiyld Ahmad All Khan Alvi: It is good bo far as it goes, bub 
what we want is we should get a Welfare Committee to ,oek after the interest 
of the Muslims in this matter On that point, I want i definite answer from 
th» Honourable Member If the Honourable Membei cannot give an answer 
immediately, he can look into the matter and let us know later on I do not 
want the Honourable Member to commit himself here and now 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I am very sorry I cannot promise him 
an answer straight away on this question of a Welfare Committee We have 
from time to time considered various steps for further checking up the 
machinery But whatevei machinery is set up will have to be a machinery to 
cover the whole of the Government We have in our Railway Board itself a 
machinery for watching these figures of recruitment Obviously if you want any¬ 
thing else, you want it to be something which covers all the Departments of the 
Government, and to be outside any particular Department Therefore if any¬ 
thing is to be set up, probably it must be something under the Home Depart¬ 
ment But in view of the fact that until recently, under war circumstances, the 
percentages have been satisfactorily filled there has not been really any case for 
such a bit of machinery That is why in the past, although it has been examined 
several times, we have come finally to the conclusion that the machinery m 
existence was adequate To be frank, what is wanted is better qualified appli¬ 
cants for the posts which we find some difficulty In filling up, for instance, in the 
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so of posts fot t ho Engine 


Diputmcnt Tn 
(1 tli it ,mv thing 
,li ill certainlv do 


that lies the real solution I 
we um do to help the com- 


Mr Muhammad Nauman Sir, in view of the assurance that the Honourable 
Mombui his given that he will also ldblt into the mattei of dismissals and dis- 
ch.D'-is old sve tint evtn d the leciuitments ire mule up aceouling to the 
quota wh\ Muslims do not imptove to my ippieoiable degiee ind in view of 
this issuiauu tli it lu would link into these matters himself, T do not want to 
press the motion to i Division and I btg loivi to withdraw the motion 
fill motion w Is In h i\e ol the Assi mlnv withdiawil 


Mr Deputy President Aeioidmg to the airangement amved at among the 
Parties, todxv was allotted loi tin lUuslun Lui 0 uo Part,) All the cut motions 
have b_eii ik haled and tline i-. no olliei eut motion to be tuken up I under 
stand that a inquest has been made that some Honourable Members of the 
Euiopuan Gioup w mt to send m some other Cuts Wei 1 2 * * * * * , that is not for t\ie 
Chair to deeide it this turn 1 his in iv be arranged in consultation with all the 
Paities and cut motions may be put up before the Honourable thef President 
tomoiiou inoming At tint time if he hrids that there is general igreement 
linong the Paitiis lu. will come to a decision I c innot foretell what his 
deus.ii will he. and whit the urmgement of the Paities would be Therefore, 

I cmnul si) anything m lespect of that at this time I think it is open to the 
Emu|>c in (me p eo lugotnte with otl.ei jmties 

\s llieii is lut ol In j lnisiiu ss, the TToiis. will now adjourn till eleven of the 


I hi A-.seinhlv Dun uljcmmed till Eliwn of the Clock on Wednesday, th< 
_J7tli Ulnuxrv, 1046 
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(“ting held oil the 29th January, 1946 l 
, tin. Jionout ilile the finance Jlcmbi i on tho picvious 
tion ot Coveimmnt n idheimg to the Jhetton Woods 
opo 1 il iniu till,I tlut in oidu to deleiimnr what steps 
£ this House consisting of nine nun lieis lie tlected to 
ill tail} dlie to this lfSiisi and pending consideration 
iustlit i ictinn lie taken liy this Govi uiinent in respect 
tin. undcisigned, nicmbeis of the Committee to which 
(onsideiid the subjtct and have tilt lionoui to submit 


(1) Wi stiongly emloise the sti'cinent made in the lom-e ot the lecent debite by 
the Honoui tide tho Imantc Munlici (hat India is not bound ill iny wav by the teimi* of 
tho \nglo Min tic in l,oan Ark uncut of Dcembd, 1946 

(2) In i in vu w the final declaim whcthci it would bo to India a advintago to remain 

in (tnbi, «.l II,c Hutton Woods ,ii tin,turns miv be iktcinin.,1 to i vci, tonsid, i ilile 

extent by tin outcome of the negotin I ions which liis Majesty s Clove inmcnt are committed 

to undeitike with the Government of India on the subject of liquidation frf sterling credits 

If these negotiations die unduly delayed, it may be neccssaiy to, India to willidiaw beiore 
these negotiations tike place because it may happen that India will bo called upon undei 
the \gicement to underl ike commitments which she iray foel unable to shoulder m the 
absence of a srtisfactoiy solution of the sterling ciedits Similarly it may be necessary for 
India to withdriw from the International Monetary Fund and the International Bank in 
case thi piopnsils ot His Majesty’s Government for the settlement of sterling balances aie 
not salisfactoiy to India Apprehensions in this regard were voiced in the course of 

discussions in tho Committee, owing to ceitain speeches by eminent men in England 
advocating the scaling down of sterling balances, and we are assured in thiB connection 
by the Honoui ible the Finance Mernbci that nothing has happened since the authoritative 
pronouncement made by Lord Keynes, Head of the U K Delegation at the Bretton Woods 
Mohetaiy Conference in response to the demand of the Indian Delegation for an assurance 
on the subject, to dimmish in any manner the authority or force of that statement Never 
theless m order to allay the anxieties which have been caused by certain statements in 
Parliament and in the British press we would welcome an early and authoritative re 
assurance by His Majesty’s Government on thw point and the fixing of a date for negotia 

tions with the least possible delay 8 





LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLE 

Wednesday, 21th February, 1946 


The Assembly met m the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) 
hi the Chair 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS! 

Written Answers 

Ya*n Supplies to Handloom Wbavbbs oi thb Madbas Pbisidbxcy 

533. ’Prof X Q Ranga - Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies be pleased to state 

(a) if it is a fact that yam supplies to handloom weavers of the Madras 
Presidency have been cut down to nearly 50 per cent , 

(b) whether ns a result there is a very great scarcity of cloth supply in 
South India, 

(c) whether the prices of cloth have gone up to prohibitive heights both in 
the open find black markets, and 

(d) what steps are being taken by Government to augment the supplies of 
\ irn-Indian or imported to the weavers? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh' (a) No, Sir The Honourable Member 
presumably refers to the reduction in the quota of yarn for Madras under the 
Yarn Distribution Scheme effected in October last Other Provincial Govern¬ 
ments had protested that Madras was receiving a higher quota of yam than she 
was entitled to on the basis of her proportionate pre-war consumption The yarn 
quota for Madras was therefore reduced in October to 21,574 bales a month 
The average consumption by Madras during the preceding twelve months was 
28,711 bales a month „ 

(b) No fcm The per capita cloth quota for Madras was raised m October last 
from 10 jards to 12 yards So far as known, the cloth supply position in South 
India is no better and no worse than in other parts of India 

(o) Not m the open market Government have no information about black 
market prices, but have no reason to think there is any widespread black market¬ 
ing of cloth 

(d) Government have endeavoured to increase mill production of cotton yarn 
by securing essential lequirements of millstores and coal At the time they 
introduced their yarn distribution scheme, in April last, the average monthly 
availability of “free" yam was 76,000 bales The monthly average is now 
83,00 l Liles Evpoits of yarn, which in 1945, totalled 5,280 tons, have been 
reduced m the current half-year to 298 tons 

Supply and Distribution op Kkrosinf Oil 

534 *Prof N G Ranga Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies be pleased to state 

(a) the 1 itest position regaiding tlie supply of kerosine oil, 

(b) when the present lestnctions upon the supply and distribution of kerosine 
oil will be ended, and 

(c) whether the ration of the oil for rural areas can be Liberalised wi,tlpn the 
next month or two’ 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: (a) Releases of Kerosine QJ to all 
supply areas have been increased during Pebruary 1948 from 50 per cent to 65 
per cent of the level of consumption m 1941 

(b) As soon as the supply and Tanker position permits 

(c) This is a matter for the Provincial and State Governments who are res¬ 
ponsible for the internal distribution of Kerosine Oil 


tTbe question hour for the day having been dispensed with the answers were laid on the 
table of the House— Ed of D 
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India’s Rhtmsbntativds in United Nations Assembly 

535. *PK)1. N. 0. Ranga; (a) Will the Foreign Secretary be pleased to 
state what exactly is the status allotted to, or obtained by, India m the United 
Nations Assembly as compared to Arjentma, Mexico, Brazil in Latin America or 
France or China? 

(b) How many representatives and advisers is India entitled to ? 

(c) Are any general instructions issued by the Government of India to our 
delegation ? 

(d) Are the same gnen in consultation with, or independently of the British 
Government? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Indian repicsentative has declined to accept the Vice- 
presidentship > If so whv? 

(f) Whit exactly uns Gie position sought by India m the Assembly? 

Mr H Weightmaa, The answers which follow are given m belief that, the 
Honourable Member is referring to the General Assembly of the United Nations 

(a) The status of India in the General Assembly of the United Nations is the 

same .is rliat of the countries mentioned by the Honourlble McmbcV and of all 
other member nations • 

(b) Jlull i like all membus of the Geneial Assembly is entitled to five repre 
sentatives There is no limit to the number of Advisers 

(c) General instructions were given to the delegation 

(d) The genera] instructions were given independently of His Majesty’s 
Government 

(e) No 

(f) No special position was sought 

Licences under Drugs/Control Order 

536 +Prof N G Ranga (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Government of India 
introduced a schedule “C” to the Drugs Control Order with a view to making a 
distinction between a whole time chemist and an oilman stores dealing in 
medicines? 

(b) When was the order issued? • 

(c) How many oilman stores had been granted licences under schedule “0”? 

(d) Did Government call for a report as to the principles observed in the 
issue of the licences ? 

(e) Is it not a fact that several oilman stores have been granted A I licences 

by the Commercial Tax Officer? ‘ 

(f) Is there any provision in the Drugs Control Order of 1945 holding that 
refusal to sell to anybody is an offence? 

(g) Have Government exempted any one from the operation of this rule? 

(h) Did Government receive any complaint against such exemptions? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: (a) Yes, Sir Under a Restricted 
Retailer’s licence, general merchants may deal m certain patent household reme¬ 
dies in common use They pay a licence fee ranging from Rs 5 to Rs 20 
depending on the size of the town they are located in They may, however, only 
sell articles covered by Schedule ‘C’ of the Drugs Control Order 

(b) Schedule ‘C’ was introduced on the 80th December 1944 

(c) The number of restricted licences issued m India, excluding Assam, is 
2,178 Figures relating to Assam are awaited 

(dj No iepoit wis called for, -is instructions relating to the issue of restricted 
licences had been issued to the Provincial Governments, who render monthly 
reports on the working of the Order 



. \ As no absolute distinction between an oilman’s store and a cherftisb is 
ract! table, discretion has been left to the local licensing authorities The 
Commercial Tax Officers of the Provincial Government are the District Lrcen 
sing Authorities in Madras , 

(i) Yes Clause 12 of the Order prohibits refusal to sell without reasonable 
cause • • 

(g) No The rule applies to all licences 

(h) Does not arise 

Fertilizer Plant from United Kingdom in preference to United States op 
America 

537 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Why was it necessary for the Honourable 
Membei foi Industries and Supplies to place orders for the fertiliser plant for 
the Government Futilisei Factory in Bihai with British manufacturers when 
American plant for the same purpose was available 9 

(Id) \ri_ tioviunncnt aware that theie arc surplus plants with the Government 
of the Uniti d Kingdom winch they could have acquired 9 

(c) Aic (Povirnment awm< that it is from America that the Travancoie 

fertilise! plant is coming > . 

(d) It it was considered ueccssaiv to have Americans foi designing and 
supeivising, why was the manufacture divoted to the United Kingdom > 

(e) Was it on the issue of price, or was n on the quest on of British pic- 
feience, or was it some other reasons 9 

(±) Will all the papeis in connection with the report of the Pitkeathly Mission 
and all papers in connection with the ordering of the machinery for the fertiliser 
plant be placed m the Library of the Cential Legislature? 

The Honourable Mr. A A. Waugh* (a) Orders for the major portion of the 
fertilizer plant have not in fact, been “placed on a consortium of British manu 
facturers The British firm with whom a contract is being made will itself 
supply only a small proportion of the whole plant, representing tli*,ir 
speciality The rest of the plant will be obtained, by public tender, from a large 
number of manufacturers both m the U K and other countries, the British 
firm merely acting as agents for the Government of India and m association with 
a representative of the Government of India The object of Government is to 
secure the most up-to-date and efficient plant, and for this purpose all available 
sources will be utilised 

An exhaustive examination of surplus plants available m America has shown 
that none is suitable for the Sindri Factory The electrical equipment of 
American plants is unsuitable for the standard characteristics of Indian electri¬ 
city supply, and if they were acquired, the whole electrical equipment would 
have to be replaced Some other items of plant might have been suitable, but 
the purchase of such items would entail the purchase of entire plants of which 
they form part,'and then disposing of what is not required The utilisation of 
parts of second-hand American plants would therefore be more costly than the 
purchase of new plants 

(b) There are surplus plants in the U K , but none is of the type suitable for 
the production of ammonia, which is one of the key operations of the factory 

(o) Yes, but it is understood that part of the plant for the Travancore Factory 
is to be purchased from the U K 

(d) The reason why it has been determined that the design of the factory will 
be done by Americans, is that American practice is the most advanced for the 
production of ammonia British practice, however, is more suitable for the 
conversion of ammonia As explained m answer to part (a), the object is to 
secure maximum efficiency 

(e) The answer is furnished by (a) and (d) above 

(f) Yes The relevant papers will be placed m the Library in due course 
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Supply of Consumer Goods, kto , under Hvdari Mission Report 

538 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Will the Honouiable Member for Industries 
and Supplies please cncuhte a cop> oi the Hydan Mission Report and full 
particulars of the airangements effected by that Mission ’ 

(b) Whit is the nature and cl isn ot „o^ls which have come to India since 
the Hydin Mission wt-nt is tit insult ot that Missions labour? 

(c) How much idditioml j induction w is i fleeted in India thiough the 
diveision ol tin supplv 1 unlit u\ lequnemuits tiom the United Kingdom 
instead of locally 1 

(d) Have (internment suivcved the ] ositioti biiice the Hydan Mission 
went what niij lovemeuts it my have taken p ace 111 the situation with 
reguid to (1) consumer goods, and (n) producers equipment, machinery etc , 
required by India? 

(c) What lmtliei mcisutes have Govemmci t ( nsideied to ease the pre 
sent situation 

The Honourable Mr A. A Waugh (a) As was Bfated in reply to part (b) 
of Mi Neogy s starred question No <303, on the 19th February 1945, and the 
Honourable Member s staired question No 474 on the 22nd February 1945, 
the Hjdan Mission was meiely an idmmistiative instrument for dealing with 
very intimate and detailed subjects and was sent on official business to the 
U K to bive time and correspondence in handling many thousands of war 
demands llu leport submitted by the Mission to Government formed part of 
ofhcul oonespondi ncc beginning before and continuing after the Missions visit, 
and it was decided not to publish it Govi linnent aie therefore unable to cir¬ 
culate copies of the report As to the arrangements effected by the Mission, I 
would lefer the Honourable Meinbei to the Press Communique issued on the 
evening of 6th April 1945 which was circulated to Honourable Members 

(b) A list of such goods is placed on the table 

(e) No additional production which had come into being in India was dimi¬ 
nished by the diversion of military requirements from India 

(d) les decided improvement has been noticed in regard to supplies of goods 
rtf cried to 

(e) With a view to aiding the mdustrial effort of the country and reducing 
shortages of goods required to meet India s economy a revised notification has 
been issued relaxing the Import Trade Control regulations so as to permit 
importation from the U K and most of the Empire countries without import 
licence of vauous kinds of mdustnal lequ rements as well as goods of producer 
ind i onsumer types I may invite the attention of the Honourable Member to 
th Ope i 0< n ral Licence No \ II as published m Gazette of India Extraordinary 
on the 22nd January and 4th February 1946 and also to the connected Press 
Notes issued on those dates Copies of the Press Note are available in the 
Library 

The (jnestin of what fmther additions to the O G L cun be made is receiv 
tng the consideiation of Government 


Statement 

Artificial silk fabrics 
Aitificial silk yarn thread 
Chemicals household 
Chemicals mdustrial 
Cotton vam & cotton piecegoods others 
Cotton rewing thread 
Crockery 

Cutlery including razor blades 
Cycle and parts 

Domestic sewing machines anl parts 

Drug*, Medlcnm k Baby foods Dyestuffs 

Electric Lamps, table fans and household appliances of all 


kinds 
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Essential oil* 

Glassware 

Grindery 

HaJidkmttmg wool 

Hardware 

Hosiery 

Hurricane lamps 
Kerosine oil 

I lquors , , . 

Ndn ferrous metals such as aluminium I iaes sheets lint et 
Oil cloth and Floor cloth 

Optical mati uments ai pa rat us ai 1 eq npment 
Paints 

Paper of all kinds 
Pipe tobacco 

Photogiaphic negatu e & Printing paper 

Polishes and compositions 

Professional and scientific instruments 

Rqdio & Badio parts 

Second hand clothing 

Stationery 

Toilet requisites 

Torches anJ components 

Umbiella ribs and components 

Woollen aain and Fabrics 

Railwac e pupment and matenal 

Tele oi municatior s equipmei t — 

Auto b xchange Equipment 
Undergruun 1 cables 
Workshop Stores 

Meteorological Equipment such as— 

Milling Machine and accessories 
Hjdrogen compressor with accessories 
Motor Generators for H\ drogen Factories 
Barometers 
N aphoscopes 
Anemographs etc 
Motor Vehicles 
Agricultural Equipment — 

Tractors 

Mouldboard Ploughs 
Subsoil Ploughs 
Cream Separators 

Chemical Fertilisers —Sulphate of Ammonia 
( oal mining Equipment • 

Ordnance Stores and Munition Transpottation an 1 othei military items. 


Efforts to reduce Prices of Manufactured Articles 

639 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) What steps if any does the Honourable 
Member for Industries and Supplies propose to take to ieduce the prices of 
manufactured articles? 

(b) Are fiovernment quire that height plays an important part in the 
movement of raw materials and other essential articles required as well as 
of fuel and of finished goods? If so have Government considered the ques¬ 
tion of bringing down the surcharge of freight rates as a means of reducing 
prices’ 

(c) Do Government propose to indicate whether they have carefully 
examined the prices of matches cement paper, sugar and cloth in the 
interests of the consumer? 

(d) What machinery has been provided for a constant re examination with 
a view to bringing down prices for the civil population? 

The Honourable Str Edward Benthall (a) No Sir There were formerly two 
articles being mamly due to shortage in supplies it has so far been the Govern¬ 
ment s policy to bring about a reduction in the general level of prices hy 

(i) increasing imports of consumer goods which are either not manufactured 
or else are manufactured m insufficient quantities in India, 
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(n) assistance to Indian manufacturers by way of provision of raw materials 
and stores, if necessary by imports at controlled rates, and making available 
transport and other facilities to enable them to cut down costs of production, 
(m) so long as the war was on, to bring about reduction in the defence 
demands that were being met from‘the pioductive capacity of India, and 

(iv) by contioiling the prices of the various aiticles at i reasonable level and 
thereafter with the help of Advisory Committees and Panels reviewing them in 
view of the prevailing supply position 

It is Government s intention to pursue the same policy with a constant re- 
eMnnnation oi puces with the help ot \dwsoiv ( omnnttecs and Panels and ot 
Piovincial Governments 

(b) Under normal conditions railway freight does play an important part m 
the movement of raw materials and other essential goods, etc , but under the 
abnormal conditions created by the War, the demand for transport and goods 
has been so great that the supply of wagons has become of pnmaiy importance 
to consignors and freight rates were comparatively of mmoi consequence to<them 
Making allowance foi exemptions from the increased charges of 1^ per cent , it 
is estimated that the general rise in railway freights on goods was approximately 
9 per cent , which is small when compaied with the rise in commodity prices 
The latter part of the question, therefore, does not anse 

(c) Government have carefully examined the prices of the articles mentioned 
m the interests of the consumer 

(d) The Honourable Membei is referred to the answer to part (a) of the 
question 

Terms and Conditions of Sir Girja Shavker Bajpai’s Appointment 

540 *Mr M&nu Subedar (a,) Will the l'oteigri Sccrctai) please state the 
teims and conditions on which Sn Gir^n hliankei Jtajpai was engaged when 
he was sent to the U S \ ' 

(b) Are Government aw uc that lie is wot king undci the Unlisli Embassy 
and that he was not ieiogni/cd is in independent official but was teg tided 
as part of the entourage of the British Embassy? 

(c) hot how mam vcais w is he qipomted in the hist instance, and how 

inmv extensions havi been giv t n to him ' . 

(d) Bid Government illicit bn Girja hlimkci Bij|iu (u mleucdc m the 
piopaganda igamst Jiulu and liei ispu Uimis tin lucdoiu which w is tamed on 
in the L b A bv those lme -aod ‘ If so, when w is this done and what 
ivert the lesults secured 1 

Mr H Weightman (a) The terms attaching to the post of Agent General 
for India m Washington are 
(i) Paj —£2,500 per annum 

(n) Fans ai Ecpicsilitation—td.000 pei annum 
(m) Sumptuary allowance—£7,000 per annum 
(iv) Free furnished house and motor car 

(o) The Agent General is technically attached to His Majesty’s Embassy 

(c) Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai was not appointed for any specific period 

(d) The Government of India are unaware that there was any propaganda of 
the tvpe to which the Honourable Membei refers Consequently no instructions 
in the sense suggested were issued 

Recommendations of the Grady Commission Report 

541 *Mr Manu Subedar (a) Has the Honourable Member for Industries 
uid Supphe-. seen m the Blit' of Bomhav dated the 1‘Ith Octobei 1045 an 
outline of the principal recommendations of the Grady Report 9 

(b) Are these substantially correct 9 
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{c) Why was the Grady lieport not published during the war, and why is 
its pubhcation still withheld? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Grady lieport recommended the production of 

many kinds of munitions m India instead of their importation in order to save 
shipping? • 

(e) What were the reasons for not accepting the Grady lieport? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh- (a) Yes, Sir 

(b) No, Sir The outbne is very wide of the mark 

(c) The Report was not published during the war for reasons of security It 
is intended to publish the Report very shortly, omitting only essential strategic 
information, along with a memorandum indicating in detail the action taken by 
the (iov< ininent of India to implement the recommendations made in the Report 

(d) Yes, Sir 

• (e) The Grady Report was not only accepted but was implemented, as far as 
possible 

» Black Marketing in Arms and Ammunition 

642. ♦Prof. K. 0-. R&nga. (a) Will the Honourable Member for Indus¬ 
tries and Supplies be pleased to state whether the Controller General of Civil 
Supplies received a list of articles in the trade of aims and ammunition from 
the Secretaiy, All-India Arms and Ammunition Dealers Association? 

(b) Is it a fact that, consequent on the submission by him of a comprehen¬ 
sive list ot articles which were being black marketed generally, the Secretary 
of the Association was removed from the Advisory Panel 7 If not, what were 
the reasons for his removal? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Assistant Controller Geneial of Civil Supplies in 
his communication N<o S/3(30)/44 CG(CS), dated the 2nd September, 1944, 
to the Honorary Secietary, A’l-Inclia Arms and Ammunition Dealeis’ Asso¬ 
ciation, Delhi, wrote “The question of fixation of prices of all items of arms 
and ammunition is engaging the active attention of this ofhee”? 

(d) Foi how long has the question engaged the active attention of the 
C ontioller Gtneial of Civil Supplies’ 

(e) What puces were fixed undei seition 3 ot the Hoarding and Profiteer¬ 
ing Prevention Oidinmiee^ If none, w'hy ’ 

The Honourable Mr, A A. Waugh (a) Ices, Sir 

(b) No, Sir The Secretary of the Association was removed from the Panel 
because it was represented by members of the Association that it would be more 
appropriate if a dealer rather than a lawyer were appointed to the Panel 

(c) Yes 

(d) and (e) Specific prices for caitudges and profit margins for othei articles 
dealt with by the trade were first fixed by a Notification dated the 22nd January, 
1941 The question of fixation of specific prices foi othei items, as well as revi¬ 
sion of prices and profit margins already notified, was investigated and was 
referred to the Advisory Panel on 9th November 1944, and again on 10th August 
1945 The Panel came to the conclusion that it was impossible to fix prices for 
some 800 items imported only in very small quantities Accordingly, on their 
advice, prices of cartridges only were revised and notified in a Notification dated 
8th September 1945, while profit margins in respect of other items were notified 
in a second Notification issued the 6ame day 

Dotferin Railway Bridge at Benvres 

543. *Shri Sri Pr&kasa* Will the Honourable the Railway Member be 
phased to state 

(a) the present condition of the Dufferm Railway Bridge at Benares, 

(b) the year m which the repairs of the Bridge were taken in hand. 
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(c) the period of time duung which the work of repairs was suspended, 

(d) the date on which tile work was restaited, 

(e) the time that the opeiations ue likelv to take, and 

(f) if he is satisfied with the process made? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. (a) The present condition of the 
Duffenn Bridge at Benaies is such that early renewal of the girdeis is desirable 

(b) Work in connection with the Dufferin Bridge it* girdering was taken in 
hand during the ^eur 1941 

(c) and (d) The woik was nevei actually suspended, but owing to moie 
urgent and important demands which had to be met m connection with the 
prosecution ot the wai the progress was slow 

(e) Acceding to the piesent piogiantme the work should be completed by 

February 1949 t 

(f) 1 am satisfied that the piogress of the work could not have been accelerat¬ 
ed in tlit cncumstances . 

Dufferin Railway Bridge at Benares 

544 *Shn Sri Prakasa Will the Honouiablc the ltailwiy Wimber be 
pleased to state 

(i) il the KtonstUH tion <>1 the Dufftnn lhul.iwv Biulgt .it Benaies, at 
piesent going on, is m iccoidmcc with the oiigmal plan, <>i it ui\ changes 
have been made theiun, 

(b) it il is tin intention to i un double lines of Ruilways on the Budge 
and to in the .mangeiiK nts loi vclnuihi and pedestuan ti.ithc on the loot, and 

(t) the amount ot moiiev smctioncd toj (he leconstiuctiou of the bridge, 
and the amount alrtad\ spint so lai 1 ■ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) The present plan for the re¬ 
construction of the Duffenn Bridge at Benares differs from the plan originally 
approved onl\ in a i( w mmoi details designed to improve the roadway 

(b) Yes 

(c) The oiigmal estimate sanctioned m August 1939 amounted to Rs 83 
lakhs This estimate will, howevei, tcquiie revision on account of the rise m 
the cost of laboui mid material 

Expendituie inclined up to the md of December 1945 amounts to 
Rs 38,51,000 

Dufferin Railway Bridge at Benares • 

645 *Shn Sri PTakasa Will tin Honouiable the RuIwhv Member be 
pleased to state 

(a) it Iw Ins letened < omplamts of the nu onveniencc mused to vehicular 
and pedtstmn traffic on the Duffenn Rnlway Budge at Benares dining the 
monsoons wlicn (lit Pontoon Budge is dismmtled, 

(b) if it is possib'c to pimide i widei passage for pedestuan traffic than 
at present given, and 

(c) if he proposes to suggebt to the East Indian Railway to set apart 
definite hours for vehicular traffic on the Bridge when the pontoon is not 
available 0 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) Yes 

(b) The footpath provided for pedestrian traffic has been closed from Novem¬ 
ber 1945 and separate arrangements for this type of traffic will not be made until 
the regirdering is completed 

(c) In view of the very heavy railway traffic, it is not practicable to provide 
the # faoility desired 
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Boarding or through Boons at Benares and Lucknow Sidings 

546. *Shri Sri PrakMa: Will the Honourable the Bailway Member be 
pleased to state 

(a) if Government are aware that passengers are not allowed to board the 
through bogeys provided at various fmportant stations like Benares and 
Lucknow on the East Indian Bailway for attaching to various mail and 
express trains before the arrival of such trains, 

(bj if Government are aware that this causes inconvenience to passengers 
wanting to tiavel m these bogeys, and 

(oj il Government propose to suggest to the Bailway Administration to 
keep these bogeys at convenient sidings and to permit passengers to board 
them belorc the amval ot the trains? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. (a) This is not so The E I Bail- 
Way report that where there are suitable sidings, with or without platforms, and 
passengers aie not open to undue risk, through service coaches are placed m such 
sidings ajjd pussengeis are allowed to board them long Before the arrival of the 
trains in question At stations like Benares Cantt and Lucknow, definite in¬ 
structions have already been issued by the Bailway Administration to the staff 
concerned to place through service carriages m suitable sidings for the entrain¬ 
ment of passengets 

^bi uid (<) Do not tlicrefoic irise 

Muslims in Gazetted Posts in Civil Aviation Directorate 

647 *Mr, Ahmed E. H Jafler' Will the Secretary for Posts and 

4u be pic am d to state the nuuibci of Muslims holding gazetted posts in the 
Civil Aviation Directorate? *, 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor Four, Sir 

Purchase and Distribution Programme of Locomotives 

548 *Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad (a) Will the Honourab'e the Bailway 
Membei please state how^mauy locomotives the Indian Hallways have acquir¬ 
ed by puicbascs since \pril, 1945 ’ 

(b; In what mninei weie these engines distributed among the first class- 
Hallways ’ 

(c) \\hat was the sliaie of the East Indian Bailwav 1 
• (dj How many moie engines are Government expecting m the calendar 
yeai 1946? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall" (a) No locomotives have been pur¬ 
chased since April 1945, but deliveries m India from the 1st April 1945 to the 
1st February 1946 as a result of ordeis placed abroad prior that date total 394 
(875 B G and 19 M G ) 

(b) The figures of locomotives distributed amongst Bailways from the 1st 
April 1945 to the 1st February 1946 differ from the figures of locomotives received 
during the same period, due to the time lag bet ween, the receipt of a locomotive 
at port and Us receipt on a Bailway for service I lay on the table a statement 
showing the number of new locomotives distributed over class I Government 
Bailways and the net effect of such additions on the total number of locomotives 
on line on each Railway, after taking into account inter-railway transfers of 
locomotives already in service 

(c) The East Indian Bailway received 128 new engines from the 1st Apnf 
1945 to the 1st February 1946 

(d) 189 locomotives, including 12 to be manufactured ufdigenodrty, are ex¬ 
pected from the 1st February 1946 to the end of the calendar year 
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^Statement showing the number of new locomotives distributed over Government owned Rmluays and 
the net effect of these additions on the total number of engines on line 



Workshop for Constructing Broad Gauge Locomotives 


549 *Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad (a) Will the Honouiable the Railway 
Member please st ite it Of vtinment ire contemplating to constiuct a work 
shop toi the inamitdcture ol l road gauge locomotives 

(b) Wliit ste] s have alreadc been taken for the construction of the 
woil shop ? 

( ) Whei will these woikshops be located? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bent hall (a) and (o) Government are proceed 
mg with their plans to remodel the*locomotive workshop at Kanchrapara for 
locomotive building It is the Government s intention that locomotives should 
also be built by the Tata Locomotive and engineering Company at Tatanagar 
For this purpose the Smghbhum Workshop* of the E I Railway were sold to 
this firm on the 1st June 1945 and the firm are at present proceeding with the 
manufacture of locomotive boilers required for replacement on existing loco¬ 
motives 

(b) Certain machinery for installation at Kanchrapara has been ordered and 
■some expenditure on other works has been authorised 

Lack op Lighting on Bengal and Assam Railway 
680 *8iee[ut Robi n ! Kumar Choudhuri: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Railway Member be pleased to state if it is a fact that no light is provided 
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in any of the Railway conipaitments in the A B Zone of the Bengal Assam 
Bailway uptil now? 

(b) Is it a fact that theie is no lighting arrangement in the third and Inter 
cliscis and m the \V t's ot am lompattment of any class in the Bengal zone 
of tlu Bengal Assun Railway ’ If Ate replies to (a) und (b) are m the 
aftirni.itivt, what stepb me being taken to lemove these grievances? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall No Important trains have lights m 

the compartments 

(b) The reply to the fust part is in the negative All compartments of pass- 
ingLr ti mis mil \\ Cs of ill tiisses on ihe inoie impnitunt trams, running on 
the Bioad Gauge of B A Railway are piovided with lights With regard to the 
second pait, active steps have been taken to improve the supply of tram lighting 
lamps, and the position should now improve 

• Railway Line between Bonoainoaon and Pandd 

561 *Sreejut Bohini Kumar Ohoudhurt (a) Will the Honourable the 

Railw ij Meml ei pie isi st ite it it is i fict that urangeinerits are being made 
to mum it Mini" iingaon with Pmdii by constituting a Railway line from 
Bom, mig ion to Jogighnpi, to (rn.ilp.iii nud then to Pundu by the south bank 
of tin* IJivci Bisliinaputri ’ 

(i>) W In n do (roveiniiunt cvpeit to complete the constitution theieof and 
cai i \ ti iflic mi tins line ’ 

(•) Do (iovcinnunt ptopose to construct a bridge over the Brahmaputra 
Rim i m tin Assam /one’ If so, at what place? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) The possibility of constructing a 

railway line from Bongamgaon to Pnndu aa logighopn and Goalpaia is under in 
vestigation . 

(b) The decision to construct Hie line will depend on the results of the survey 
now being i imud out ind mill 1 this decision is taken, it is not possible to sav 
when the line will be completed and opened to ttaffic 

(c) \ts mai logigliopi is » ft.iit of tin Bongamgaon Goalp.ua Pi qect under 
investigation 

Muslim Cooly C c mi /i ici" < n Ia«-i Jmuan Railway 
552 *Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad (a) Will the llonouiablo the Bai'way 
Mcmlx i pie ise 11\ on the table a stiteinent showing the number of cooly 
coutiactois on the hist Indian Rulwav stilions'’ 

(l>) How liianv ol tlu se conti.ulois ui Muslims’ If none whv? 

(c ) On whit pmuiple aie the contracts given? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) It is not clear what exactly the 
Honoui able Member has in mind m the use of the term ‘ cooly contractors”, 
but it is assumed that lie is lefemng to contiictois concerned with licensed 
coolies lor the canymg of passengers luggage On this assumption, the number 
of cooly coniiactors on the East Indian Railway stations is 47 
(b) Four The lattei part ot the question does not arise 
<c) These contiacts are given by the Railway Administration to suitable 
applicants foi such contracts with due reguid to their experience and requisite 
qualifications for the recruitment and control of labour 

Bookstalls Agencies on certain Railways 

553. *Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava. (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 

Metnbei be pleased to state the names of agencies conducting book stalls on 
the Railway Stations of the NW R, EIR and GIPR as well as the 
numbei ot \ears they have been functioning on each Railway? 

(b) Are there any rules governing the appointment and conduct of these 
agencies ? 
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The Honourable Sir Idward Benth&ll: (a) N W Katin ay —Messrs A H 

tyheeler and Company—About 68 years 

E 1 Railway —Messrs A H Wheelei and Company—About 00 yeais 
0 I P Railway —Messrs A H Wheeler and Company—About 47 yeais 
(b) Conti sets ue let out aftei culling *tor public tenders, and granted to the 
highest tenderer likely to lender ellicient service to the public 
Teaching of First Aid to Railwaymbn 
564. Tundit Thakur Baa Bhargava Will the Honourable the Railway 
Meinbei kindly state if hist aid lessons are given to any class of Railwaymen 
on the i uious Railway Administrations > It so, to which class, and to how 
many men? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall The leply to the fhbt part is in the 
affirmative The instructions issued to l ail way administiations make First Aid 
training obligatory at least in the case of Running staff, other than those who, 
are not nquned to be literate, and supembing stuff m all workshops and running 
sheds Jn tddition, administiations aie allowed to add, at their discretion, other, 
categones ot staff whom tht\ consider should be tiained in First Aid *As the 
Honouinblc Menibci has not specified the penod m respect ot which the informa¬ 
tion referred to in the concluding portion ol the question is required, I regret I am 
unable to furnish it 

Hindi Knowing Postal Functionaries in Punjab 
555 *Pundit Thakur Baa Bhargava Will the Secietary for Posts and Air 

pleibc state 

(a) the pic sent nuinbei ot postal functionaries in the Punjab capable of 
rending the nddusses m the Hindi script as compared to the tota 1 postal func¬ 
tionality m tlint Pi in nice , 

(b) the nuinbei ot lettus ind postcards cent to the Head Letter Office 
during the veai 1945 owing to then bearing addresses in Hindi m the whole 
of Indn and in the Punjab, md 

(c) whether Government have taken any steps to remove the grievance of 
the Hindi itading public in the matter 9 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor (a) and (b) The mfoimation is not readily avail¬ 
able and its collection would involve an undue expenditure of time and labour 

(c) Yes So far as possible and where nteessaiy, additional staff has been 
‘posted m the larger post offices for transcribing addresses into English 

Persons convicted oi Hoarding and Profiteering Offences 

656. *Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava Will the Honourable Member fOi 

Industries and Supplies kindly state 

(a) the nnuihtr, separated\, n| peisona convicted in the Centrally Adminis¬ 
tered Areas in connection with the Hoarding and profiteering offences during 
the last three \ears, and 

(b) tin numbei of officials (i) proceeded against and (n) convicted for 
corruption during the 'ast three years in connection with offences relating to 
hoarding and profiteering and for corruption generally 9 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh: The details required are being collected 
and will be placed on the table as soon as they are available 

Promotions in Railway Board 

557 *Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. Will the Honourable the Railway 

Membei be pleased to state 

(a) whethei Government aie aware that there is great discontent among the 
staff in the Railway Boaid\ Office owing to the indiscriminate practice followed 
m that office in regard to promotions to posts of Superintendents and other 
supervisory post*, 
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(b) whether promotions in the Railway Board’s Office are made in accordance 
with the general policy laid down by the Home Department that every senior 
man must be tried befoie he is condemned, if not, why not, 

(c) the number of officiating promotions to posts of Superintendents and 
other supervisory stafi made during the last two years, together with the number 
of senior men in each case whose claims were overlooked, and 

(d) whether Government are prepaied to review all the promotions made 
during the last two years be the temporary or officiating with a view to ensuring 
equitable treatment to all the members of the staff of the Railway Board’s 
Office? 

Tie Honourable Sir Zdward Benthall' (a) No, Sir 

(b) Yea, though it has nowhere been laid down that men should be tried ou| 
in Supervisory posts because of their seniority, when their record of service 
shows them to be unfit for promotion 

’ (c) Twenty-nine officiating promotions to posts of Superintendents and other 

Supervisory posts have been made during the past two years In no case were 
the clayns of senior men overlooked 

(d) No, Sir 

Promotions in Railway Board 

558. *Srt K Ananthwayanam Ayyangar Will the Honourable the Railway 

Member be pleased to state 

(a) whetha any posts of Assistants, Assistants-in Charge, or Superintendents 
in the Railway Board’s Office have been declared as technical and specialised or 
treated as such with a view to confining appointments and promotions to such 
posts to a certain category of men, 

(b) if so, whether this step mas taken in consultation with the Home Depart¬ 
ment or the Federal Public Senlce Commission, 

(c) whethei Government are aware that the declaration or undeclared assump 

tiou of certain posts as technical or specialised has operated to the disadvantage 
of numbti of men m the Railway Board s Office especially those who were 
recruited through the Fedeial Public Service Commission, m view of the fact 
that similar disibilities do not exist in any othei department of the Government 
of India, and • 

(d) if »o, how Government pioposc to compensate the men who have been 

adversely attested for no fault of theirs? * 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) No, Sn 

0 (b) to (d) Do not arise 

Promotions in Railway Board 


559 !Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Will the Honourable the Railway 

Member be pleased to state 

(a) whether the various Branches in the Railway Board’s Office have been 
or are to be formed into a few groups with a view to confining the promotions of 
a man to the particular group m which he is placed, 

(b) if so, whether the Home Department and/or the Federal Public Service 
Commission are aware of this scheme, if not, whether Government propose to 
consult them as the matter may have an adverse effect on the men who were 
recruited through thorn, and 


(c) whether Government propose to redistribute t bo senior men m all groups 
so that they may have equal chances of promotions, i? noo, why not? 

4 . * dWird *«*«*»: (») No, Sir, there is at present no 

Ictentfcn of altering the existing procedure ^ 

yb) and (c) Do not arise 
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Recbuitment of Staff on B B. & C I Railway 

560 ’Pandit Mukut Biliari Lai Bhargava' (a) Will the Honourable the Rail¬ 
way Member please state how reciuitnient is made for the staff of subordinate 
and higher grades m the B B and C I Railway (metre gauge) ? 

(b) Are there any Selection Boards for recruitment and promotion? It .o, 
how many, and how aie they constituted ? 

(c) Do theie exist any rules to guide these Selection Boards? If so, will 
the Honouiable Member place them on the table? If not, will such rules be 
framed now to avoid any chances of partiality in selection? 

(d) Have there been any cases of appointments and promotions to the services 
without the consultation of the Selection Boards? If so, in how many eases 
and for what reasons? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) As regards recruitment of sub 
ordinate staff on the B B and C I Railway, the Honourable Member is referred 
to my reply to part (a) of Starred Question No 110, asked in this House on 8th* 
February, 1946 As regards gazetted oiheers, recruitment to railway sen ices, 
Class I, is made in accordance with rules 124 and ldl of State Railway Establish-, 
ment Code, Volume I, a copy of which is available in the Library of the House 
Such recruitment is effected through the Federal Public Service Commission 

(b) les They aic constituted in accordance with the rules contained m 
Appendices II and II-A ol the State Railway Establishment Code referred to in 
the reply to pait (a) There is no fixed number as Selection Boards are appoint- 
ed ad hoc The selection of senior subordinates for officiating vac meies m gazet 
ted postb is carried out in accordance with the instructions contained in Railway 
Board s letter No R44PM12, dated 14th November, 1944, a copy of which was 
placed on the table of the House m reply to part (b) of Lala Sham Lall s Starred 
Question No 1130, asked on 20th March, 1945 The permanent promotion of 
such staff is effected by the Railway Board in' consultation with the Federal 
Public Seivice Commission 

As regards promotion of gazetted officers to administrative posts in perma 
neut vacancies or vacancies of long duration the selection is made by the 
Railway (Board after examining the confidential reports and service records of 
the senioi officers eligible for selection 

(c) The rules are those mentioned in the reply to parts (a) and (b) The reply 
to the last portion does not anse 

* (d) Government are informed that the railway administration are not aware 

of any such case The reply to the second portion does not arise 

Communal Proportion in Recruitment and Promotions on Railways 

561 ’Pandit Mukut Bihar! Lai Bhargava (a) Will the Honourable the 
Railway Member please state what proportion, if any, is fixed for different com¬ 
munities, Europeans, Anglo-Indians, Hindus, Muslims, etc , for recruitment 
and promotion to higher and lower grade services? 

(b) Is it a fact that Anglo-Indian subordinates have been promoted to The 
post of Signal Engineer without requisite technical qualifications m prefeienco 
to the subordinates of other communities possessing necessary qualifications? 

(c) Is it a fact that appeals preferred in such cases are pending for a con¬ 
siderable period without any decision thereon? 

(d) What steps does the Honourable Member contemplate to take to avoid 
the repetition of such instances in future? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Communal reservation of 
Vacancies in the gazetted and non-ga/etted services open to direct reoraitmenO 
is made m accordance with the provisions of Government of India (Home 
Deportment) Resolutions No 14/17 B/33 dated 4th July, 1934, No 14/6/38 
dated 1st May, 1939, and No 23/6/42Est (S), dated 11th August, 1943, copies of 
which are available in the Library of the House Promotions, including thoso 
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from non-gazetted to gazetted posts, are not made on a communal basis 
Vacancies m the superior services on railways to the extent of 20 per cent, are* 
filled by promotmg staff from the Lower Gazetted Service and non-gazetted rank 
Such promotions ace also not made on communal considerations 

(b) and (c) The reply'is in the negative 
(d) Does not arise , 

Revised Scale or Pay oh B B & C I Railway (Metre Gauge) 

562 *Pandit Mukut Biharl Lai Bhargava. (a) Will the Honourable the Rail¬ 
way Member please state it Government are aware that the revised scale ot pay 
for the staff of the B B and C I Railway (metre gauge) is comparatively 
much lower than that of the other State Railways like the E I Railway' 1 
(b) If so, what is the reason for such discrimination? Do Government pro¬ 
pose to take bteps to revise the scule m order to bring it to level with other 
State Railways? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. (a) While the revised scales of pay 
of some of the staff on the Metre Gauge sections of the B B and G I Railway 
may, in some instances, be lower as compared with those of corresponding cate¬ 
gories on the E I Railway, Government do not consider that the “disparity la 
either general or appreciable 

(b) The extent to which umiormity of scales on all railways is practicable is 
being examined as part of the general question of postwar scales, though it is 
doubtful if entire uniformity is called for having regard to different conditions in 
different paits of the country 

563* and 564*. [Withdrawn ] 

Pbomotion of Non-Indians to Posts of Chief Commissioner and General 
Manager of Railways 

565 *Srijut Dhirendra Kanta l,ahiri Ohoudhury Will the Honourable the 
Railway Mumbei please state 

(a) if it is a fact that the posts of Chief Commissionei for Railways and 
General Managers of Railways are exclusively intended for non-Indians, if not, 
what the fact is, 

(b) if it is a fait that dunng the preceding two years senior most Indians 

have been superseded by junior most non-Indians for those posts, if not what 
the fact is, ’ 

(o) how these appointments are made and who selects them, and 
(d) whether the Federal Public Service Commission has any say m the 
selection? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) No The claims of all senior 
officers possessing the requisite qualifications, irrespective of race or nationality, 
are considered when selecting officers to fill these posts 

(b) As the posts are seleotion posts and seniority is not therefore the sole 
factor in making selections, semoi officers, both Indian and non-Indian, have, on 
occasion, not received promotion 

(c) The Honourable Member is referred to my reply to part (d) of Sn M 
Ananthasayanam Ayyangar’s Starred Question No 111, asked on 8th February 
1940 

(d) The reply is in the negative 

Tickbtlbss Travel 

5fl« *Srijut Dhirendra Kanta Lahixi Ohoudhury: (a) Has the attention of 
the Honourable the Railway Member been drawn to the news item by the 
API published in column 3 of page 4 of the Delhi Edition of the Hindustan 
Times, dated February 7, 1946, under the caption “Tieketless Travellers 
Arrested”? If so, will he please state whether the figure 2,000 (Two thousands') 
is correct? 

(b) Does the said figure relate to one tram at one station or more? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU. (a) and (b) I have seen (he news 
item referred to Information as to the correctness of the number of ticketless 
tiavellers airested quoted in the news item as well as oil the points mentioned 
in part (b) ot the question haa been called tor and will be laid on table ot the 
iioube in due course 

Donee and Functions of GovebnAsnt Rah-way Poliob, Delhi Junction 

567 ’Srifut Dfllrendra Kanta Irfhiri Ohoadhury. (a) Has the attention ot 
the Honourable the Railway Member been drawn to a letter published in 
column 7 ot page 5 ot the Delhi Edition of the Hindustan Times, dated 
February 7, 1946, under the caption ‘ At Delhi Junction ’ > If so, will he 
please state if it is a fact that at Railway Stations law and order are main¬ 
tained by the Government Railway Police Force? 

(b) Is guarding, watching and patrolling platforms, buildings and Railways 
the duty and function of the Police Force at Railway Stations ? 

(c) Under what circumstances do the beggars get access to platforms which 
aie guarded and patrol'cd by the Police Force? 

(d) Is it a fact that a Railway servant has no power vested by the Indian 
Railways Act to eject the beggars from platforms which are guarded and 
patrolled by the Police Force? If uot what is the fact' 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) Yes 

(b) Such portion of the work of guardmg, watching, and patrolling platforms, 
ouildmgs and Railways as comes within the meaning of maintenance of Law 
and Order forms one of the duties and functions of the Police Force ot railway 
stations 

(cj Keeping the station premises clear of beggars is only one of the multi¬ 
farious duties ot the Police Staff, and the beggars get access to platforms by 
unauthorised routes while the Staff are engaged otherwise 

(d) Railw tv servants have adequate powers to eject or prosecute beggars 
Sub-Dividing of Cigarette Contbact at Amritsar on Communal Basbs 

568 *Sn]ut Dhirendra Kanta Lahin Ohoudhury Will the Honourable the 
Railway Member please refer to the reply given to starred question No 219 
asked on the 16th November, 194J, regarding sub-division of contracts on 
(onumitnl basis on Kulwivs, ms — T have no reason to suppose tint this 
poh( v has not been followed bv the North V\ eaten Railway ever since the 
issue of tile letter referred to , and stutc 

(i) if it is i fait tint the General Manager, Noith Western Railway lias 
neinth subdivided tin (igirettc Contract at Amntsai on communal basis 
against the dtchred polity enunciated m that reply, if not, what the fact is, 
and 

(b) whether Government now piopose to adopt that policy by cancelling 
the said sub division ot the said contract, if not, why not’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 1 (a) No, Sir There wete formerly two 
contractors for the sale of cigarettes at Amritsar The contract of one was 
terminated some t me ago on account of bad work and this has now been 
revived and given to another contractor 
fb) Does not arise 

Non Supply of Subplus Wagons to Public 

569 *K han Bahadur Bail * M GhajanianiUa: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for War Transport kindly state why there is shortage of wagons now 
on all the Railways when the war is over? 

(b) Is it not a fact that a large number of wagons are surplus m all the 
’VBi'ways and yet they are not supplied to the public on demand? 

'«) When do Government expect to supply these wagons to the publio 
■without any control,? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) I would refer the Honourable 

Member t • para 2 of my Budget speech on the 18th mutual, where 1 explained 
that despite decrease in Military traffic, a high rate of transport act vity 
continues, although, ol course, the d str bution of traffic has altered As 
evidence of this I might add that we have loaded in January 1946 over 3 per 
cent more wagons on the Broad Gauge than m January 1945 Despite thu 
the transport demands continued to exceed the available supply 

(b) No 

(c) As I said in para 2 of my Budget speech, it is necessary for the time 
being to maintain in operation, m decreasing degree a system of priority move¬ 
ment control Present md cations are that this will have to continue at least 
until the end of August 1946 

Railway Engines Purchased from America and Canada 
670. *Khan Bahadur Hafiz M. Ghazanfarulla. (a) Will the Honourable the 

Itailway Member please state the number of Railway engines which have been 
purchased during the period 1943 45 from America and Canada > 

(b) Ho> many of these are now on the Railway lines in working order? 

(o) How many of these are in workshops requiring repairs? 

(d) Do these engines come up in performance and efficiency to the 
standard that was expected of engines of a similar design? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) From 1st January 1943 to 31st 
December 1945, 349 locomotives were ordered from the USA and 292 were 
ordered from Canada for use in Ind a Of this total of 641, 450 had been put 
into service up to the end of 1945 

(b) and (c) Figures are not ava lable to show separately the number of these 
locomotives which are working or are temporarly under repair, but it is known 
that the number under repair, consider ng the operating conditions wh ch 
prevai'ed during the war, is not abnormal 
(d) Yes 

Late Running oi Trains on East Indian and Oudh and Iirhut Railways 
571 *Khan Bahadur Haflz M Ghazanfarulla (a) Is the Honourable the 
liai'way Member aware thut almost all the trains are now miming late on the 
East Indian liailwa> and Oudh and Tirhut Railway > 

(b) What steps are being taken to stop the late runnings? 

(c) Is it a fact that sometimes trams leave from the stirtmg stations 
about an hour late? Who is responsible for the late staitings? 

(d) Is any action being taken against the officers and men who are res¬ 
ponsible for the late arrivals and departures 9 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) There has been a considerable 
degree of unpunctual ty in the running of trains on the E I and O T Ra lways, 
but it is an overstatement to say that almost all the trains are now running 
late 

(b) All necessary measures are taken to improve punctuality Officers and 
inspecting staff have been instructed to travel more frequently with the trains 
to see that time is not lost at stations or on the l'ne, for other than unavo dable 
reasons such as engine failure due to bad coal, and all avoidable detentions are 
taken up The loads of passenger trains have been reduced to enable drivers 
to maintain the booked speed and to make up time in the event of trans being 
detained from unavoidable causes The running of tiams is very carefully 
watched both by Divis onal Superintendents and Headquarters Offices 

(c) Yes, th s somet mes happens, but late starts may anse from a combina¬ 
tion of unavoidable causes, and are not necessarily attributable to any particular 
official , 

(d) Yes, detentions are checked very carefully and whenever the staff are 
found at fault, suitable action is taken to prevent a recurrence of suoh 
■detentions 
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Non-Recognition of Oudh and Tirhut Railwaymen’s Union r 
572 *Shri Satya Naiayaa Sinha: (a) Is the Honourable the Railway Mem¬ 
ber aware that m spite of the condition precedent to official recognition of the- 
Union as provided in Appendix 13 of the Rnilway Establishment Code having 
been fulfilled repeatedly, the Oudh and Tirhut Railwaymen’s Union has not been 
accorded recognition by the management yet ird that the question is pending 
before (he General Manager for the last three veais 9 

(b) Tf the reply to (,i) bt in the athimatne, will the Honourable Member 
please give the reasons for non compliance 9 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) The actual posit on does notr 
appear to be as stated in the Honourable Member’s question Government are 
informed that in spite of the assurance held out by the General Manager to- 
consider the question of the Union’s rcoognil on, the latter lias, even after 
■repeated references, failed to produce certain current lecords to sat sfy him. 
regarding its status , 

(b) Does not ar.se 

Scales of Pay of Officers and Subordinate Staff on Oudh a,nd 
Tirhut Railway 

678. *Shri Satya Narayan Sinha’ (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Mem 
ber please state (a) if it is a fact that the scales of pay of the General Manager of 
the Oudh and Tirhut Railw iy and other big officers of the Railway have bee i 
raised to the level of the respective scales of othci State Railways’ 

(h) Is it a fact that the scales and grades_of pay of the subordinate emplovees 
are still very much below tbi_ rispective scales in other State Ruilwuys 9 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (i) and (b) The General Manager 
of the 0 T Railway has been given the Stile R.i lway scale of pay As 
regards other gazetted staff and non gazette d staff, the Honourable Member is 
referred to my replv to Mr B B Varm i’s, Started Question No ll'i asked on 
8th February, 1946 

Foodorains supplied to Staff of Oudh and Tirhut Railway 

574 *Shri Satya Narayan Smha Will the Honourable the Railway Member 

please state if Government are aware that foodgraui3 that are supplied to the 
staff of the Oudh and Tirhut Rai’wav aie not fit for ordinary human 
consumption 9 , 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Government have received no comp¬ 
laint and have no reason to bel eve that the foodgrains supplied to the staff on 
the 0 T Railway are not fit for ordinary human consumpt on 
Exchange Facilities and Security of Properties of Indian Nationais in 
Indo-China • 

575 *Sree Satya Priya Banerjee Will the Foreign Secretary be pleased to 
state 

(a) whether he is aware of the difficulties experienced by the Indian Nationals 
in Indo-China m the matter of sending money to their families and dependants 
m India even after the French re occupation of Tndo China, 

(b) whether any steps have been taken to remove these difficulties, if so, what 
those steps are, 

(c) whether any representation has reached the Government of India regard¬ 
ing the safety and security of the properties of the Indian Nationals in Indo- 
China, if so, what action has been taken thereon, 

(d) whether facilities for repatriation of the Indian Nationals in Indo China 
have been given and, vice verm whether facilities for passage of Indians owning 
properties in Indo China have been provided to enable them t6 go and look after 
their pronerties in Indo-China 

(e) whether Mr Aney, the representative of the Government of India in 
Ceylon was asked to visit Indo-China and to report about the conditions of 
Indians there, if so, what his recommendations are, and 
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(f) whether his attention has been drawn to the statement of Sree V 
Nadimuthee Pillai regarding the position of Indians m Indo China which appear¬ 
ed in the Hindu ot the 20th December, 1045 and the Indian Express of the 
25th December, 1945? 

Mr H Weightman (a) to (d) T won deufei the Honourable Member to the 
repl es given by me on the ‘22nd February 1946 to questions Nos 440 and 441 

(e) Yes, Mr Aney was deputed by the Government of India to enquire into 
the condition of Indians m French Indo-Chma and S am The most important 
of his recommendations in respect of Indians in Indo China are for the provision 
of facihties for travel between that terr tory and India and for the remittance 
of funds He aKo suggested consideration of the possibility of appointing 
an Indian Viet Consul to the staff of TIis Majesty’s Consulate Gentril it Saigon 

(f) Yes, S r 


* Nil AMBUR-ShORAXUR RAILWAY LlNE 

576 *Sn A Karunak&ra Menon (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 
Meinbei be ^ilt ispd to state when tin Nilimhui Slim mui Line wa-. constructed 
and what its mileage is? 

(b) What was the total expenditure incurred on its construction inclusive oI 
the value of lands acquired for the purjiose? 

(c) What will he the cost of its restoration? 

(d) Are the lands still owned bv Government? 

(e) Ts the* policy of restoration of the lines hased on public utility, or profits 
that could be made b\ i mining the line’ 

(f) Are Government lwnre of the possihihtv of starting paper nulls and other 
mills in the area on account of the f icility of obtaining large quantities of 
bamboo nnd timber at the plaee and its neighbourhood? 

(g) Are Government aware that Xibimlnii issc gnat fuel exporting (entie? 

(h) Are Government awaie tbit the Phyknra scheme is pioposed to be 
introduced in Nilambur 0 

(i) Why do not Government consider the advisability of restoring the line? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) The Slioranur N lambur line was 

opened for traffic m 1927 and its m le ige w is 41 37 

(b) The capital outlay on the construction ol this line was Rs 80,29,134 

(c) The cost of restontion cannot he stated atcmalely without an engineering 
survey, but it is loughlv ost mated to he about Rs 20 lakhs 

(d) Yes 

(e) As mentioned by me >n the discussions m the Council of State on the 
22nd of February, 1948, the restoration of each lino dismantled during the war 
is being consideied on itB own merits Due weight is, theiefore, given, inter 
alti to the remunerateeness of the project md to its value is i public utility 

(f) , (g) and (h) These considerations would affect the remunerativeness of 
the project Hut taking all factors mto consideiat on, the line, if restored is 
expected to be unremuuer.itive 

(l) The restoration has been considered m conjunction with the Madras 
Government and it has been decided not to relay the line 

Manufacture of Ammonium Sulphate at Sindri 

577 *Mr. K. 0 Neogy‘ (a) With reference to his answer to starred question 
No 232 of the 13th Febiuary, 1946, will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies be pleased ito make a statement as to whether Government obtain¬ 
ed a comprehensive idea about the financial implications of the scheme for the 
manufacture of ammonium sulphate at Sindri, before sanctioning the negotiation 
of agreements for the supply of plant and machinery, particularly in regard to 
capjtaki expenditure, estimated recurring cost, the estimated cost of production 
of ammonium sulphate and bye-products and the probable selling price thereof, as 
welt as, the ,probab]e profit or loss arising from the entire transaction? » 
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(b) What is the method of production to be adopted in this behalf, and, if 
there was any choice between different methods, what are the reasons tor the 
adoption of any paiticular method m preference to any other/ Were the 
advantages and disadvantages ot different alternative processes fully explored 
by Government and ure Government satisfied that the process decided upon is 
the cheapest one and suited to the resources of the country? 

The Honourable Mr A A .Waugh (a) Yes, S r Information on th s subject 
is contained m the publ shed ltcport ot the Technical Mission appointed to 
advise on the production of Artificial Fort Users in India The present con¬ 
sultants have confirmed the general findings of the Miss on, and the informa¬ 
tion in regard to the capital cost of the project and the production cost of 
fertilizers, as set out m the Mission Report 

(b) The method of production is explained m the Technical Mission Report, 
also the reasons for adopting the method to be employed in the Sindn Factory 
Government is sat sfied that the process decided upon is the cheapest, having 
regard to the availabil ty of raw materials and the resources of the country 

Manufacture of Ammonium Sulphate at Sindbi 
$78. *Mr K 0. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies please state what is the estimated approximate total quantity of 
gypsum available in India, and what steps have Government taken to conserve 
the same and reserve its use for suitable purposes? Are the ascertained reserves 
adequate to meet the present and future requirements of the country for the 
manufacture of sulphate of ammonia, as also other essential commodities? 

(b) H i\c Government my definite idea is yet as regards the extent to which 
machinery, other equipment and plant net ded for the factory may be manufac¬ 
tured in India? What is the approximate value of such machinery, other equip¬ 
ment and plant that are proposed to be manufactured m India? 

(e) Is the Ilonomable Member m a position to make a statement giving an 
approximate idea as regards the orgamsat on of the higher personnel to be engaged 
m running the factory, and what proportion of such personnel will be Indian? 

(d) Whit ib the approx mate quantity of coke that will be required for run¬ 
ning the fictory, and what arrangements do Government propose to make for 
the msnufactuie or purchase of such coke 9 Has any definite scheme been 
considered m this connection 9 If so, will the Honourable Member give Cull 
particulars of such scheme? 

The Honourable Mr A A Waugh (a) The informat on is given in the 
Report of the Technical Miss’on apponted to advise on the production of Artifi 
cial Fertilizers in India Deposits mentioned m this report are known deposits, 
there may be others yet to be explored Government is taking full steps to 
control and conserve reserves of gvpsum 

(b) The information is given m the Technical M ssion’s report The approxi¬ 
mate figures estimated for plant and bu ldmg structures which can be manufac¬ 
tured in India is Rs 1 89 crores roundly Other works to be executed in India 
amount to Rs 4 75 crores The cost of mported plant and services will be 
Rs 4 12 crores roundlv 

(c) The organization is being worked out It is hoped that at least 75 
per cent of the higher personnel w'll be Indian 

(d) Approximately 600 tons of coke per day will be required Government 
is taking steps to ensure that this supply will be ava lable A definite scheme 
is being worked out for this purpose Details, however, have not vet been 
settled 

Re-entry into Manipur State of Indian Businessmen 
579. *Mr. K 0 Neogy Will the Secretary for External Affffirs Department 
be pleased to state whether any representation has been received by Govern¬ 
ment m regard to re-entry, into Manipur State, of certain Indian businessmen 
who evacuated therefrom during the war emergency period? If so, will he be 
‘pleased to indicate the nature of the grievances represented, and the action, if 
v ““ token on behalf of Government for the removal thereof? 



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ^ 1593 

Mr. H. Wetghtman: The quest on should have been addressed to* the 
Honourable the Leader of the House It has accordingly been transferred to 
the Final List of questions for the 6th March, 1946, when -t will be answered 
by the Honourable the Leader of the House 

Expenditure incurred on Litigation under Payment op Wages Aot rx 
Illegal Deductions on Nort6 Western Railway 
580 *Sri T. V Satakopachari Will the Honourable the Railway Meniber 
please state 

(a) the expenditure so far incurred by the North Western Railway for 

(i) refund of the amount illegally deducted from the wages of employed 
persons during the preceding three years, 

(n) payment of the delayed wages of employed persons during that period, 

(m) compensation awarded by the authority appointed under the Payment 
of Wages Act against the Divisional Superintendents persons responsible for the 
payment of wages to employed persons, and 

(iv) costs in the proceedings under the Payment of Wages Act, showing the 
(1) travelling allowances of the staff engaged in the proceedings, (2) pay of the 
staff for the*days remained engaged in those proceedings, and (3) costs awarded 
to the applicants, 

(b) the head of account to which the said expenditure was debited, and 

(c) the justification of the said expenditure from public monev against the 
spirit and precisions of the Payment of Wages Act? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) Information is bemg collected in 
respect of items (i), (u) and (n) and will be laid on the table of the House 
in due course As regards item (iv), I regret I cannot undertake to collect the 
information, as it would involve an expenditure of t me and labour incommensu¬ 
rate with the results 

(b) The refunds referred to in part (a) (i) of th s question w ere debited to 
the same head of Account to which the deductions were orignally credited 
The payment of delayed wages referred to m part (a) (u) were debited to the 
same head of Account to which the wages of the person concerned are debitable 
As regards the compensation awards and the costs referred to n parts (a) ( n) 
and (iv), the debits were made against Abstract E-1200 or E-1100 as the case 
required 

(c) The proceedings under the Payment of Wages Act are against the 
Administration in the person of the Paymaster The Admmistrat on therefore 
defends itself by defending the Paymaster who acts m his offic al capacity in 
circumstances connected w th his duty Government do not consider that such 
expenditure is against the spirit and provisons of the Payment o f Wages Act 

Removal of Calcutta Telegraphs Workshop and Stobeyard to Jubbulpore 
581. *SreeSatya Priya Banerjee Will the Secretary for Posts and Air be 
pleased to state 

(a) whether the Government of India have finally decided upon the removal 
of the 75 year old fully equipped Telegraph Workshop and stores from Alipore, 
Calcutta to Jubbulpur, 

(b) whether the Telegraph Workshop at Jubbulpur was planned as a security 
measure, to be a duplicate workshop for war time production, and 

(c) the reasons for this decision, if any, of removal after 75 years of con¬ 
tinued existence of the Telegraph Workshop and stores at Alipur? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: (a) No 

(b) The Workshop at Jubbulpore was planned as a means of increasing 
product’on during the War It was also intended to prov de an alternative 
means of production in the event of air raid damage at Calcutta 

(c) Does not arise in view of the reply to part (a) 
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Removal oi Calcutta Telegraphs Workshop and STOreyard to Jubbulpore 

M2. *Sr«e S&tya PriyaBanerjee Will the Secretary for Poets and >Air be 

pleased to state 

(a) whether he has received representation from the service organisations such 
as Indian Telegraph'Association, India, Posts and Telegraphs Union and the 
All-India Telegraph Union protestin^'againsfc the removal of the Telegraph Work¬ 
shop and Storeyard from Calcutta to Jubbulpur, 

(b) whether his attention has been drawn to the main editorial of the 
.Morning News , Calcutta, dated Januaiy 16, as also to the editorial comments 
m the ifnnta Bazar Patnka, Calcutta Edition, dated January 27, 1946, 

(c) the expenses so far incurred by the Government of India to establish the 
duplicate Telegraph Workshop at Jubbulpur and for opening training classes 
there and the expenses likely to be incurred to materialise the whole scheme of 
tiansfer, and 

(d) whether, in view of the prevailing dissatisfaction among the employees 
and the public opinion against the transfer, he proposes to consider the desir¬ 
ability of appointing a predominantly non official Committee to go into the whole 
question m all its bearings before giving effect to the decision of the transfer? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor 

(a) and (b) Yes 

(c) The expenditure on buildings and Apparatus and Plant at Jubbulpore jS 
of the order of Rs 65 lakhs, including the Departmental Tram ng Centre 
buildings Information is not available on the expense likely to be incurred 

(d) The matter is still under departmental examination and Government do 
not cons der it necessary to appoint any Comm'ttee at this stage 

Stoppage of Supplies of Umbrella Materials to Assam 

583 *Sreejut Rohini Kumar Ohoudhuri. (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Industries and Supplies he pleased to state if it is a fact that the supplies 
of umbrella cloth and other materials necessary for the manufacture of umbrellas 
for the Province of Assam has been recently stopped and that the Province has 
been directed to take its requirements in ready made umbrellas from the Calcutta 
Merchants through the Calcutta Umbrella Association? 

(b) Has this arrangement been brought into .force in any other Piovince 
excepting Assam'’ 

(e) If the answeis to parts (a) and (b) are in the affirmative why and when 
jras this action taken’ 

(d) What is the number of umbrellas which has been allotted for import to 

Assam for the year 1946? ■ 

(e) Are Government aware that due to this order the umbrella factories m 
Assam will have to be closed down and a large number of employees will go out 
of employment? 

The Honourable Mr A. A Waugh’ (a), (b) and (c) (t is a fact that an 
allocation of umbrella mak ng materials was not made to Assam when allocations 
were made to other provinces The reason was that no report of uirtbrella- 
niaku g capacity was received from \ssam when asked for although such 
informat on was furnished by other Provinces The information has now been 
received from Assam, and materials have now been allocated 

(d) 9,000 dozens 

(e) Materials have now been allocated to Assam 

Stoppage of Supplies of Umbrella Materials to Assam 

584. ‘Sreejut Rohini Kumar Ohoudhuri: (a) Will the Honourable Member' 
for Industries and Supplies be pleased to state if Government are aware that 
due to irregularities and insufficiency of transport the Province of Assam had 
suffered in the Dust for inadequate supphes of the necessaries of life? 
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(b) Is it a fact that a large quantity of rods used for umbrellas is available 
in Assam, and that the Province can easily manufacture large quantities of 
umbrellas if supplies of cloth and steel materials are given? 

(c) Tn view of the hardship which the present arrangement is likely to cause 

to the umbrella industry as well as to the general public, and, m view of the 
fact that the runs will set m soon in Assam, do Government propose to release 
immediately a reasonable quantity of cloth and other necessaries for the manu¬ 
facture of umbrellas? ® 

The Honourable Hr A A Waugh' (a) Yes, Sir 

(b) Government have not got detailed information, but no doubt the 
Honourable Member is right 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to the answer given to (a), (b) and 
(c) of question No 583 I «m grateful to him for havng brought this case to 
notice 


UN STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Improvement in Old Benares Road from Chanditala to Sheakhala 

,48 Mr Nagendranath Mukhopadhyay • (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Win Tr import be pleased to state what reply if any the Government of India 
have received from the Government of Bengal in respect of their letter No 
R5(3)/45, dited Simla, the Ttli December, 1945, on the subject of the Improve¬ 
ment in the Old lit mil's Hoad from Cliandttala to bhtalltala’ 

(b) How many representations were received by the Government of India in 
the matter of the said Road, and what action was taken on them? 

(c) Was any money, and. if so, how much, sanctioned for the said purpose, 
and has any money been spent on jt 9 Tf so, how much? If not, why not? 

(d) TTow docs the matter now Stand 9 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) No reply was asked for and none 

has been lcceived 

(b) Foui The first representdt on was received m 1938 and after dscusBion 
with the Provincial Government the Government of India decided to approve 
of the woik being undertaken at the expense of ihe Provincial Road Fund 
Allocation This decision \fas commun cated to the petitioners n May 1939 
The throe subseque nt represe ntations, w hich contained enquir es regarding the 
progress of ihe woik, were forwarded to the Bengal Government for disposal 

(c) In 1939 an estnnite was approved for Rs 3J lakhs Later m pursuance 
of the general policy of stopping all avodable civil works expend ture during 
the* War, it was dec ded to suspend work temporarily Up to the 30th Septem¬ 
ber 1945 approximately Rs 71,500 had been spent 

(d) The matter is under discussion w th the Government of Bengal 

Licences for Sale of Books, Newspapers, etc , on North Western and Geart 
Indian Peninsula Railway Station Platforms 

49 Shn Sri Prakasa: Will the Honourable the Railway Member be pleased 
to state 

(a) if the North Western Railway and the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
have any principles m the matter of inviting tenders and granting licences for 
the sale of books, newspapers, etc , on the station platforms of those Railways, 

(b'l when the last tenders were invited, and what was the method followed 
m granting licences, and T 

(c) wdiobe tenders were finally chosen, and the reasons for the choice? 

-WietHonourable Sir Edward Benthall' (a) Contracts are let out after celling 
for public tenders and are usually for a period of 5 years 

(b) N W Railway —December 1945 

GIF Railway —March 1945 
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The contract was granted to the highest tenderer likely to render efficient 
service to the public 

(c) N W Railway —Messrs Eai Sahib M Gulab Singh and Sons of Lahore 

0 1 P Railway —Messrs A H Wheeler and Company The above weie 
chosen for reasons enumerated in repjy to (b) 

Licences fob Sale of Ice and Aebated Wateb on certain Railways 

50 Shri Sri Prakasa: Will the Honourable the Railway Member be pleabed 
to state 

(a) the system according to which licences were granted for the sale of ice 
and aerated water on the North Western Railway, Great Indian Pemnusla 
Railway, East Indian Railway and Bengal Nagpur Railway, 

(b) the number of free passes permitted to the lieencees to travel on the 

Railways concerned, and » 

(c) the class in which the lieencees can traiel on the various Railways, and 

if any discrimination is made among the different lieencees? „ • 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (a) N IF Railway —For the purposes 
of sale of Ice and Aerated Waters in trains as well as at stat ons, the N W 
Railway System has been divided into four Sections, viz , Northern, Southern, 
Eastern and Central In 1945, contracts for the aboie Sections were let out 
for a period of 3 vears after inviting applicat ons through the press from 
manufac turers of Aerated Waters running su’fcable Aerated Water factories 

Q I P Railway —The licence for the sale of Ice and Aerated Water on trams 
was gnen to the contractor who he’d the contract for the Dining Cars, this 
being considered the most satis'actory arrangement The Refreshment Room 
Contractors at stations are also permitted to‘sell Ice and Aerated Waters The 
Food Stall contractors at stations can also‘sell Aerated waters 

E 1 Railway —The contract for the sale of Ice, Aeiated Water, and Cordials 
ovei the entile system is held, since 1924, by Messrs Carlsbad Mineral Water 
Manufacturing Co , who were found to possess the best and most up to-date 
plant 

B N Railway —The licence for sale of Ice and 'Aerated Waters in trains is 
granted to one contractor for the ent're Railway The licences for sale in 
station premises are granted to the Indian Catering Contractors of the sections 
concerned 

(b) and (c) N W Railway —4 second class, 4 inter class, and 11 third 
class season passes for the whole contract section 35 third class season paSses 
for specific beats within the contract section 

In addit on to the above, occasional second class cheque passes jvere allowed 
to licensees of Northern and Eastern Sections, and first class cheque passes to 
licensees of Southern and Central Sect ons for supervision work 

0 1 P Railway —Free third class passes are allowed to vendors in charge 
of the sales on trains Information as to exact number of passes is not 
available 

E I Hailii ay —One fust class 5 second class, 5 inter class, and 4 third 
class, season passes , 

B N Railway —The train vending contractor has been granted 5 second 
class, 7 inter class and 4 third class season passes 

Except on the N W Ra lway, the question of discrimination with regard 
to the class of passes does not arise On the N W Railway, there is a difference 
In class in the matter of occasional cheque passes allowed to hcensees of the 
vanoi s sections as mentioned above, and the Railway Board are enquiring 
into the necess ty of continu ng this practice 
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UNSTARRBD QUESTION8 AND AN8WBB8 » 

ws OBTAIN NSW RAILWAY LINKS CONNZOTING MYMEWSVfQB TO 

SoHpM* BO® GATJHA.TI, ETC. 

61 Mr. K. 0 . Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Member be 
pleased to’state whether it is proposed to construct a Railway line from Gam- 
pur (Ntymensingh) Junction to Gauhati, and a line from Smghjam Junction to 
a proposed junction station on the former line at Paikura rna the Sherpur town? 

If so, what stage has been reached m the consideration of the scheme, and. 
when is the construction likely to be taken m hand? 

(b) What will be the alignment of the Smghjam to Pakuia line, particularly 
in the neighbourhood of the Sherpur town? Is it a fact that a particular align¬ 
ment was adopted by the District Traffic Superintendent (Survey) in accoid- 
ance with the recommendation of the District Magistrate of Mymensingh, and 
in conformity with the opinion of the local public as represented by the Sherpur 
Peoples’ Association and the Sherpur Merchants' Association, but that at a 
l&ter stage another Railway officer advised some persons at the Sherpur town to 
ask for a different alignment? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (aj The project o' a railway line from 
Gauripore (Mymensingh) to Pandu near Gauhati, is under investigation A 
line f rom Smghjam via Sherpur tc Bangaon or some other point on the projected 
Gauripore Pandu line, is also under vestigation The decision whether to 
construct these lines or not will depend on the results of the surveys now bemg 
earned out and until th s decision is taken, it is not possible to say when the 
construct’on of the lines will be taken m hand 

(b) The alignment between Singhjani and Bangaon will be fixed in accord¬ 
ance with the result of the survey now m hand Government have no informa¬ 
tion about the change of al gnmeni referred to in the latter part of the question 


Railway Receipts on Account of Civil and Militaey Traffic 

62 Mr E 0 Neogy Will the Honourable the Railway Member pleas* 
state 

(a) the extent of military passenger traffic, in passenger mileage, carried by 
the Indian Railways during the years 1938-39 to 1945-46, separately, for each 
year, 

(b) the rate at which military passengers are charged as compared to the 
rate at which civilian passengers are charged, 

(c) the Railway traffic receipts m regard to (a), separately, for each year, 

(d) the number of military special trams run by Railways in the above years, 
separately, for each year, 

(e) the Railway receipts in respect of (d), separately, for each year, 

(f) the amount of other coaching earnings from military traffic for the above 
years, 

(g) the rate at which the coaching traffic for the military has been charged by 
Railways, 

(h) the extent of military goods traffic carried by Railways m ton mileage in 
the above years, separately, for each year, 

(1) the rate at which this goods traffic has been carried as compared to the 
rate at which the civilian goods traffic is charged, and 

(j) the total goods traffic receipt of Railways m respect of military goods 
traffic m all these years, separately, for each year? 



ififlg l legislative assembly [27th Feb 1946 

The, Aoitaiuable Slr,ldward Benthall: (a) Passenger mile figures are not 
separately available for Military passengers carried by ordinary passenger trams 
Tie total passenger mileage civil and Military however was as follows — 

Total P as f eager Miles (All Raxlnay) 


Financial year 

1938*39 « 

1939 40 

1940 41 
1941-42 

1942 43 

1943 44 

1944 48 

1945 ‘(From 1 4-48 to 31 10 45 

(♦ Figures only for Class I Railways ) 


(Figure in thousands) 
18,742,793 
18,522,052 
19,928,619 
22,020,108 
24,382,756 
32,506,067 
37,690,722 
23,489,611 


Military Special Tra n Miles (Personnel including prisoners of war) ate 
however available for 1943 44 and 1944 45 and are as follows — 


AU Chut l Railway (BO <k MO) 

(Figures in Units) 

1943 44 1944 45 1945 (Form 1 4 45 to 31 10 45) 

3,226,172 4,985,093 4,626,966 

<b), (g) and (i) The Honourable Member is referred to Rules 22 and 30, and 
Schedule at page 49, of I RCA Military Tariff (No 1) Appendix K/l to I R C<A 
Coaching Tariff (No 14) and Chapter VII of I R C A Goods Tariff (No 266), 
■Copies of which are in the Library of this house 


(In thousands of rupees) 


(c), (e) and (j) 

1938 39 

1939 40 

1840-41 

1941-42 

1942 43 

1943 44 

1944 45 

1st April 
1945 
to 

Nov 

1945 

<c) Military, Pass 
engers 

1 

33,98 

36,58 

81,05 

1,84,93 

4.71J03 

8,03,33 

9,66,37 

5,94,39 

■<«) Special trams 

Reserved Cor 
nages Mill 
i tary 

10,79 

36,24 

86,17 

1,63,75 

4,28,82 

5,51,24 

13,14,87 

10,38,88 

(j) Goods Traffio 
Earn icg— 
Military 

30,52 

43,62 

1,49,79 

4,24,19 

0,89,54 

14,12,45 

20,78,52 

13,25,26 


Number of Military specials run during 

{d) Financial year the year, including military 

mail trams 


1938 39 

1939 40 
194 9 41 
1941 42 
1942-43 
1943 44 
1044-45 


348 

780 

1,985 

3,630 

4,824 

9,036 

11,696 

11,522 


1945 46 (1st April 1045 to 31 December 1945) 
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER 
ff) It is regretted, the information is not separately available 
(h) The information asked for is not available n exactly the form required, 
but the following relevant information is given 

Military goods tonnage originating oarr.ed by ordinary goods trains was as 
follows 


(In Hundreds) 
Tons originating 


1038 39 
1030 40 
1940 41 

1041 42 

1943 43 
1943-44 

1944 45 

1945 (From 1 4 45 to 31 10 45) 


3,837,6 

9,373,3 

11,630,7 

16,295,1 

9,030,7 


Excludes B kaner State Railway 


Includes Bikaner State Railway 


Net ton Miles of freight earned in Military Storos Specials is available for 
1643-44 and 1944 45 The figures are (in units) 

All Class I Ratluays (BO dkMQ ) 

1943-44 1944 45 ' 1945 (From 1 4 45 to 31 10 45) 

*772,764,378 2,467,845,660 1,026,119,522 

♦Information for full year of B A , <3 I P , B’kaner State, Mysore State and O T Rail 
ways is not*available 


Tangi Tanoail Singjani Railway Project 

53 Mr K 0. Neogy (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Member be 
pleased to state the present position of the Tangi-Tangail-Singjani Railway Pro¬ 
ject in the Distncts of Dacca ancl Mymensingh in Bengal? 

(b) In view of the acute traffic difficulties obtaining in the Tangail Sub- 
Division of the Mymensingh District do Government propose to give early effect 
to the project, making at the same time adequate provision for sifeguardiug 
public health and natural drainage? 

(c) Are Government also considering the advisability of opening a feeder Rail¬ 
way line from Pingna on the river Jumna to Gopalpur on the proposed Tangi- 
Tangail-Singjam Railway, and thus affording the shortest possible alternative 
route between Calcutta and Dacca via Sirajgnnj Ghat Pinsjna, Gopalpur,, 
Tangail, Tangi, etc ? 

(d) Have Government got any other alignments under consideration to 
remove the traffic d’fficulties of ihe Tangail Sub-Division? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: (a) The project is not included m the 
liBt of lines approved for investigation 

(b) On grounds of lrngat on and public health, the Bengal Government are 
opposed to the cons deration of the project 

(c) The answer is m the negative 

(d) The answer is in the negative 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER 
India’s Sterling Balances 

Mr. Manu Subedar (a) Has the attent on of the Honourable the Finance 
Member been drawn in a London message to a declarat on of British officials 
that the sterl ng “balance is frozen in Britain where it must be held to prevent 
a possible cutastiophe to Biitam and world economies”, 

“India and Britain will negotiate on an agreement to scale down the debt 
seeking a settlement similar to that in the loan agreement under which the 
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United Stdtes agreed to scratch off the major port on of Britain’s obligations 
for lend-lease”, 

“If the Un ted States Congress does not approve of the loan, India may 
have to wait ‘two hundied years’ for the repayment o f sterl ng balances”? 

(b) Have Government protested to his Majesty’s Government against this 
attempt to make comparisons between tohat is owing to India and the lease- 
lend facilit es prov ded by America? 

(c) Have Government conveyed that Ind a resents any officials of His 
Majesty’s Government countenancing such mischievous and hostile propaganda? 

(d) Will they now do so 9 

(e) Will the Honourable Member give to the A P A representative n Ind a 

for being sent to London as well as to U S A a statement conveying the Indian 
feelmg on the subject of sterl ng balances, and indicate the so'id resistance which 
any attempt to scale dow n sterl ng balances w 11 meet from all parties and all 
quarters in India ? • 

(f) Will the statement also contain the fact that the mobilisation of British 

assets in Ind a has been suggested? # 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (a), (b), (c) and (d) Long exper ence 
has taught me not to pay too much atftent on to newspaper reports of interviews 
with particular individuals I have, however, telegraphed to London in an 
attempt to establish the authent eitj of the reported interv tew 

(e) and (f) No, Sir 

Mr Manu Subedar May 1 know whether the British ofhc als in this case 
were the Treasury officials of the United Kingdom and whether they spoke 
with the authority of II s Mijc"-ty’s Government, who have recently refused 
to start lmmed ate negotiations w ith India ? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands That is precise !\ the kind of point 
I am tryng to elucidate * 

Mr Manu Subedar With regard to parts (c) and (f) may I know why the 
Honourable Member will not ssue a pubic statement giving Ind a’s position on 
this subject, m view of the f aet that even Mr Amery deprecated comparisons 
between the lease lend of Amerca and the debt owing to Ind a, and also m 
view of the fact that on this subject there *s no difference whatever among 
different sections of the House’ * 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Because, Sir, I regard it as 
> majipropnate, and indeed unscetnlv, tor one Government to define its att tude 
to another Government tlnough the medium of a press nterview If the 
A P A representative knows his job—and I am sure he does, otherwise he 
would not keep his job—he is fully acquainted with the feed ng of India on the 
subject 

Mr Manu Subedar How can th s Government permit propaganda hosti e 
to Indian nterests to be carried on in the USA without counteracting it? 
And may I know what steps the Honourable Finance Member will take on the 
subject ? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands The Government of India do not 
consider that the United States Government have any locus, and ’ndeed I do 
not think they have claimed any locus, in a matter which affects bilaterally 
India and the United Kingdom alone 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar 1 May I know if the Ministers who are 
coming here will discuss the matter of sterling balances here? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I have not yet been placed in the 
confidence of the three Ministers in question 

Mr Manu Subedar Have th s Government considered that it will be a verv 
bad augury for the three M msters and the distinguished delegation which is 
coming here if on this subject the attitude of the British Government is not 
very clearlv expressed md is misrepresented, as the Honourable Member 
claims, in the A P A interview? 
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The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands Th s Gov miment is well aware 
of the feeling of India on this subject and I have taken steps about it 

Mr. Manu Subedar Will the Government of India make an attempt, m the 
interests of any understand ng, wh ch it is everyone’s hope may be reached 
when this delegat on arrives, to induct® the British Government to make their 
position clear and not to leave it as m this very misch evous nterview ? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I think the Honourable Member 
may be satisfied that the three Mm sters m question w 11 do all they can to 
create the necessary atmosphere in order to achieve the solution for wh'ch we 
all hope 

Prof N G Ranga Will the Government of India lake the opportunity of 
their visit to Ind a and present to them the point of view of Ind a m regard 
to this particular problem and also give an opportunity to the members of 
the Comm’ttee to meet them in regard to this particular matter? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands That is going a 1 ttle too far 
ahead, but my Honourable friend may be satisfied that l have not omitted 
afiy opportunity of making it plain to His Majesty's Government what the 
view of India on th s matter 8 

Mr Manu Subedar May I know whether the Government of India will 
publ sh m the form of a white paper or a statement the position of India as 
represented by them with regard to these sterling outstandings? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I am not very clear as to what 
the Honourable Membei has in mind Tf he wants me to publish the corres¬ 
pondence between the Government of India and His Majesty's Government, 

I am afraid 1 must decline 

Mr. Manu Subedar No, it is not correspondence My point s, let the 
world know what the position of* the Government of India s wuh regard to the 
sterling balances, and let the AV A representative n India know it, m order 
that he may send it down to Ainer ca 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands The duty of the Government of 
lii'ha is, uilcr aha, to lepresent to His Majesty’s Government the feeling in 
India generally, and in th s House m partial ar, oh 'mportant subjects and 
that has been done 

Sn M Ananthasayaaam Ayyangar As the officials of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment have taken the press into confidence and issued a statement w th reference 
to this subject, why do not the offic als of this Government issue a s milaif 
statement ? 

, Tbs Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands I have answered that 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. I am not satisfied with that answer, 
it is dubious, and that is why I ask this 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: It is very difficult to satsfy the 
Honourable Member 

RAILWAY BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS—cowfcf 
Second Stage —contd 
Demand No I—Railway Board- con Id. 

Pilferage and delays in settling claims 

Mr. President: The House will now take up the out motions on the Railway 
Budget demands The European group will move their cuts today 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson (Bengal European) Sir, we Bhould first like t 0 move out 
No 13 winch deals with pilferage In the previous debates the unsatisfactory 
conditions of travel have been fairly dealt with, and so we shall confine our 
remarks on this cut to the question of pilferage and delays in settling cla ms 
without touching on the unsatisfactory conditions in lower class travel which 
have already been covered Then, if I may go just a little further, v« would 
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[Mr C P Lawson] 

like when that cut is completed to take up cut No 12 undei which we wish to 
discuss the financial position of the Indian Railways with particular reference 
to the ways and means whereby the mcreused operating costs ore to be met 
We lealise that tlu< hnnmi.il position oh the l always per se has been rathei 
fully discussed, bub the means whereby the increased operating costs are to be 
met have not fully beta discussed, and that is a point that we wou'd particularly 
like to cover Probably these two items will cover the whole of oui tune which 
is up to 4 P M , but if ms turn remains we may ask your permission and th- 
permission of tin othci pirtii*. m the House to move cut No 1 on Supplement 
ary List No 2 undei which we seek to discuss the need for a careful review of 
the assets of the Tncli m t nlw.ivs is an essential preliminary to a revision of the 
existing Convi ntion 

T hope, Sn th it will have vour isstiit and the assent of the House 
Mr President The position appears to be clear in respect of the first two* 
mt-, The order will be, Cut No Id will be taken up first and after that is 
disposed of, No 12 will be taken up As parts of these two Cuts have already • 
hi en discussed on other Cut Motions, the discussions in respect of these wall 
hi nstricted only to siuli items as haw not been couied m previous discussion 
in tins House on other Cuts 

Under Cut No lb, the only question*- to bi discussed will be questions of 
‘ pilferage and dtlays in settling of claims’ r llie other point nude out m the 
Cut—‘ mis itisfictoiv conditions of true! gencially”—will no* be touched 
hi cause it li is alrtadv bun covered by Cut No 5 

As rignds ( ill No 12 llu onlv question to be discussed will be 
Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
On a point of order • 

Mr President L have not vet finished T^e Honourable Member will first 
hi ar m. 

As it gal ds Cut No 12, the only question to be discussed will be ‘ the ways 
and means whereby the increased operating costs are to be met,” and the 
“general financial position of the Indian Railways’’ will not be discussed undei 
tins Cut 

So tin scope of dis< ussion under thc&e tw'o cuts will*be a restricted one 
As it girds Cut No 14 it is clear that it is barred by the discussicn on Cut 
Ko 7 Thi Honmn ihli Mi mber wishes to move some other cut motion which 
is included m um of tin supplemental lists In case his group has time 
enough to move i thud one Wt will consider that position when the timr 
comes, but T mav main one thing clear that, the arrangement having beer? 
arrived at by agreement of ill partus, I would not like to have a change made 
unless all parties agree to another cut being taken up 

Now, what has the Honourable Member got to say? • 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal 1 So far as Cut No 13 is concerned, you have 
been phased to observe that the last pprtion—namely, unsatisfactory conditions 
of travel gi nerulh—will not be included in the debate May I knew, Sir, if any 
points which were not touched upon by Members during the previous debate m 
this connection cannot be raised now In the previous debate some general 
points wore discussed, but ‘unsatisfactory conditions of travel’ may raise abso¬ 
lutely new points and I hope that you will give your ruling on that 

Mr President* Discussion of a subject includes covering all the pointi^that 
can possibly be raised in a discussion Therefore it‘appears to me clear that if* 
certain points were not made out then they cannot be made out, now It is 
something like the principle of res ]ui\cata 

Mr H O Stokes (Bombay European) Sir, I move 

"That the demand under the head 'Rtulway Bbard’ be reduced by Re lOOl" 

The # object of this motion is to discuss pilferage and delays in - set tffft r of 
claims 
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Pro! N. G, R&nga (Guntur cum Nelloie Non Muhammadan Rural) Will 
the Honourable Member speak up we cannot hear him 

Shn Sn Prakasa (Benareb and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammidan 
Rural) Even your language can be distinct I 

Mr H G Stokes; Pilferage falls under two heads—pilftrage of luggage and 
pilferage of gooth 1 do not altogether like the word ‘pilferage because I feel 
that it is probably better described as ‘organized banditry’ Tin ri is, I think, 
a wave of mine sweep ng the world Some Members mav have seen from the 
papers wliat is happening m London and the special measures taken to deal with 
organised raid and there is every evidence that in India too it is highly organized 
It is probably a legacy of the war and of the economic situation which makes 
theft now a days a very paying profession It is certainly not peculiar to India, 
and I would like here to quoto figures which 1 have found in the Report of the 
Standing Finance Committee for Bailw’avb (No 3) for their meeting on the 20th, 
27th and 30th of T.inuary last The Committee says this 

‘ The (ummiMee view with alarm the estimated expenditure of Rs 1 51 45,000 in the 
v ear 1945-46 on account of compensation for goods lost or damaged and the piovision of 
I* 1 16 9% 000 foi the same puiposo in 1946 47 ’ 

I think (hose figures show the extent to \\luch the evil has spread 

iu bpeakmg of it, I would like to speak with particular reference to condi 
tious that ue prevailing on the Bengal uud Assam Railway T1 e evil app ars 
to stuit and have its headquarters at J agannathganj 

Pro! N G Ranga That is an American managed Railway 

Mr H G Stokes Not now Jag lnnathganj, as Honourable Members know, 
is the point w1m.il you ltave the rivei steamer and stirt your jouiul, up into 
Assam There sei ms to bi quite a usual procedure there When a person 
arnvLb, if he has any heavy luggage at all, he is told that there is not room 
enough on ln» tram foi it to go with him, it must follow by a latei tram And 
that, Sir, is probably tin. last be evei sees of his luggage If it is eventually 
delivered to lnm, lie nearly always finds that it hsg been broken open and 
there has been considered pillcrage 1 would like heu to quote two actual cases 
foi the information of the House The first, Sir, is the case of a lady who was 
a passenger from Kashmir to Silchar From Rawalpindi to Calcutta everything 
went well She had to change at Lahore and there, her four pieces of h'avy 
luggage were put into the brake van without any trouble and it arrived perfectlv 
safely at Calcutta All the way down she testifies that she received every 
consideration from the Railway staff who were most efficient She lefl Calci tta 
and w'ent up on her way to Silchar and there at Jagannathgunj cijpditions cere 
very different First of all, there was trouble with the ticket collecting staff 
who wished to put fxtra people into her carriage though all the sects were fully 
booked and then, Sir, happened what I have just said She was told that her 
luggage could not go with her and though she had paid excess on it and had a 
receipt, it must come by a later train Of course when that train arrived at 
Silchar the luggage was missing It was delivered a long time afterwards onj 
trunk had been broken open and a lot of articles had been stolen 

Here is another and I think more serious case It concerns a passenger horn 
Tahapara (Sylhet) to Silchar, not a very long journey He lost altogether one 
steel trunk, one suit case, one case of guns, and one case of radio batteries 
Probably I suppose because guns were in question the police in this case bestir 
red themselves and'they recovered the guns and'the batteries They ran a case 
agamst a railway employes who was convicted and sentenced to 18 months R I 
But, Sir, there is still no sign whatever of the trunk or the suitcase and I do not 
suppose they will ever tu»n up* 

Now, Sir, those are two typical cases of banditry of i luggage, I would mow 
like to say a few words about the position m regard to goods'. 1'speak' a»ft»n 
particularly in regard to Assam and I leave* it to Honourable! Members who- 
speak after me to speak of their districts or their various provisoes* > 
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The position is very bad indeed The pilferage or the Danditry is chiefly 
confined to foodstuffs which is very natural, 1 suppose, and particularly to 
mustard oil which is of course m great use for the tea garden labouier Pilferage 
in that case has assumed really very alarming proportions and it is vtiy larely 
that a consignment comes through without very heavy loss indeed The rail¬ 
way staff when complaints are made blame bad shunting and rough track but I 
do not think that that can possibly be held responsible for drums which are 
found with the bungs removed and with large nail holes through the bottom 
through which the contents have been extracted Again, Sir, I have a certain 
amount of information about theft or loss of carriage fittings In No\ember last, 
on one section of the Bengal Assam Ruilway, the loss of carnage fittings, such 
as cushions, looking glasses, hat hooks and that sort of thing amounted to no 
less than Its 15,2,17 Well, bir, who is responsible 9 We cannot blame the 
soldiers because then are no soldiers now and 1 really do not think that the 
avenge upper class passenger seeks to recoup himself for the faie which ne has 
paid by going off with say a carnage cushion or a hat hook or a looking glass 
or something like that 9 The thefts must, I think, occur in the wards or in the 
station somewhete and I do suggest tint there must be something very wiong 
indeed with the Watch and W ird if there is not only this cannabalisation, as I 
think it is called, but also the vciy senous position in regard to luggage and in 
regard to goods of which I have already spoken 

Now, Sir, T pass to delavs m claims Here T have many complaints from 
Assam, but I have also got manv complaints from all over the countrv 1 
quoted lust now to the House a ease of a passenger who had lost his guns 
Well, Sir, the guns were recovered but the luggage a6 I said, v ns not and n 
claim for compensation was put in Tt is now twentv months since that luggage 
was lost and it is 13^ months since the railway employee in that case was con 
victed for theft, but there is no compensation whatever so far fmm the railway 

Mr Ahmed E H Jaffer (Bombay Southern Division Muhammadan Rural) 
The National Government will pay I 

Mr H. G Stokes I am vtiy glad to heai it 

I have hcie a circular letter from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce to its 
members, and I do not think anybody will hold for a moment that the Bengal 
Chambci of Commerce is not a sober body oi lb, at any rate, given to any sort 
of hysteria At the end of 1944 the Clumber wrote to the Railway Board and 
they summarised the various headings under which they had complaints m 
respect of gross dtlays in the payment of claims I would like to give the 
House those headings I think they are very informative 

(a) failure for months on end, to extract from the railways anything more 
than a stereotyped acknowledgment (if any is forthcoming) of an enquiry or 
claim, stating that the matter is under investigation, 

(b) relays up to a year and more between the submission of tne claim and 
its disposal, even in quite clear cases, 

(c) prolonged delays said to be due to accounts certification ([am afraid I 
do not know what that is) in actual payment after adm'ssion of the claim, 

(d) failure of the Railways to take adequate steps to trace consignments lost 
or misdelivered, 

(e) even in cases where loss of or damage to goods has been tlip subject of 
prolonged correspondence, an increasing tendency on the part of the railways to 
repudiate the claims months afterwards on technical grounds under Sect on 77 of 
the Indian Railways Act 

(f) non-receipt or loss by the Railway Claims Section of the papers, 

(g) lack of co-ordination between the State Railways in following up goods 
reported to be lost in transit 

That was sent towards the end of 1944 and the Railway Board sent a very 
sympathetic reply, a reply that possibly they hoped would turn away the wrath, 
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in which they saul that they were taking steps to leduce the incidence of tneft 
they were strengthening and leoigauisnig their Clannb Department to speed up 
disposal, and that they were issuing insUuet ons to all railways that Section 77 
should not be so rigidly adheied to 1 do not mind telling the Hallway -board 
that the Bengal Uhambei do not find the position in any way unpioved and 
tiny are at tms moment collecting fuitlici ammunition to shoot 

I thmk we must all admit that the lailways must exeieist every care in 
invest gation of ela ms, but 1 do submit that there is such a thing as undue care 
After all it is not good business for r Hallway to get the reputation of haggling 
aid of de lying the settlement ot claims My honouiable frend, Mr Siddiqi, is 
not here, 1 am souy to say, but I am sure that as an insurance magiial he 
would agiee with me that pionipt settlement ot claims is one of tin very lie-t 
[ts-efs that an insurance company can possibly have Now, Sir, the railv ays 
for some years hivt been in the licppy position of not having to worry about 
fiEight oi passtngcis Tlicv have had offend to them all md fu more than 
tlitv could cure But I submit, Sn that that time will conic* to ui end and 
when it does, the lailwavs will, I feci he only too mxious to get the freight 
ni d at tint time if tlicv have a lot of dissatisfied custonn rs it is not going to do 
them any good In their own interest surely, they should see that the-" do 
cveivthing possible to i \pedite these claims the delay m which is ca ismg 
intense nutation amongst the general travelling public and the commercial 
pommunity 

Now, Sn heroic I conclude, I want to refer to two mutters which have been 
specially laised bv Assam The first is that my fnends up there want a ruto 
ration of the Goalundo Ohandpur Service That service was m tin past a 
tremendous boon, particulaily to Sylhet M\ fnends have pressed fci it to be 
ri opened on numeious occasions but have got no satisfaction out of the railw v 
The railway says that the mer tianspoit theie is much longer than it is by the 
Jagannathgun] route mid that theicfore thev will lose revenue Hiere is an 
old idage about casting hrrnd upon tho wnteis that it will come back to you 
after manv davs and I would suggest thit the railways might go m for castrng 
a little bread in this particular respect 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthal! (Member for Railways and Wir 
Transport) Food short (get 

Mr H G Stokes Tims is certainly food shortage but the bread will come 
hick ill the same 

Mi list point is that our fnends in Assam feel that with the passing of the 
A B Railway and the tiansfer of the Gencial Managers Office to Calcutta, 
iheir needs are ovtrloolad Out of sight, they say, out of mind I ran undi r 
stand that rather well because I used to haye plenty of dealings with Assam 
>n the old days when the A B line v as m existence, when the General Manager 
w is Incited m Chittagong T was always yeiy shuck bv the evident desire of 
rhe General Manager and of the eommeieinl staff to maintain a very close touch 
with the area which this railwav served ind bv the General Managei s readiness 
to investigate and to rectify as far as possible all complaints Assam has b> en 
called the Cinderella Biovmco-and, if T *-ememher rightlv, Cinderella had onl* 
one asset and th it was her beauty Assim is a very beautiful pi ovinec all 
ovei hut Assam Ins other assets too She has got her own freight and t! ere 
is a lot of freight going out and coming m As T said the railway will want 
frught and T submit it, is to the interest of the B & A Railway to rnainta *i 
the elosost toueh with eustomeis who are going to be of gieat use to them in 
the fuhire and T hope that this view will find acceptance with the General 
Manager of the B & A Railway 

Sir, I have nothing more to say T commend this cut motion to the Heme 
pud T move 

Mr. President* Cut motion moved 

“That the demand nnder the head ‘Railway Board’ he reduced hy Ra 100” 
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Kiian Bahadur .daiar Hosain Khan (Govcrmntnt ot India isominated 
Uthcial) fan, my Honourable liieutl iVlr btokes has releired to pilferages and 
delays in ilie settlement ot claims Kailvvajs have bad. then own diihcul aes 
The.) have had operational dilbculties due to the wai resulting in misdesputehes 
and meiease in tlielts, which Honourable hieud has ealled attention to 
llieie has been heavy increase in traihe with the resultant congestion in good? 
shed and parcels olhces leading to dainuge tluough delays and lai k ol adequate 
stoiage Then theie has been the inevitable dilution ot stall ana then iepk ce¬ 
ment*by untrained and paitmlly tiamed personnel (many on a lempjiaty ha=ic 
of employment) Poor quality of new entrants to fall new posts created to 
deal with the gieatly increased tiufhc and diihculty 111 leenuUnent Last ot all 
there has been a great numbei of thefts and pilferages due to the heavy use in 
commodity puces rendering thefts moie profitable, black maikct opeiutioiu, 
famine and food shortage conditions resulting in bleeding ot w igo-is throng/, 
eiev.ees and running tra n thefts, blackout conditions facilitating robbery and 
disturbances and bleaches ovei ceitam lailwajs 

The phenomenal use m the number and amount of claims pain by liailuavs 
has been for sometime a matter ot considerable concern to the liaihCaj Board 
who iftei personal discussion with the General Munageis of ltuiiv eys issued 
instructions fiom time to time impiessmg on them the necessity of stiengtian 
mg their claims investigating and settling organisations, impiovmg then \\auh 
and Ward arrangements, adopting othei necessaij preventive nu a uies an 1 
initiating periodical discussions with the police so as to lcview fiom time to 
tune the meusures m lotce for the saftgmrding of the Kailwavs piopeity ilia 
goods m transit The B ulw i\ Vdmimstralions on thin side weic not dow ii> 
implementing the mstmctions issued to them but there is nectss.iuiv a coi ii 
derable time 1 ig bcfoie lesnlts cm become appaient oil account jf the seiious 
handicaps under winch they are still wml mg, Thev hm adopted a nunibfi of 
reinedi il me isuies some of them me ipj'omtment of addition il V, .itch and 
Waid st iff, enforcement of the instructions foi loading of foodgmns, Horn 
sugai etc , aw iv fiom tin flip doois ot wagons and closing thi opening hi tv ten 
the flap doors and floois of w/gons with various tvpcs of picking niiten.il nu 
proving tho fitting of flap doors so as to pievcnt extraction thiougli novice- oi 
flap doois of wagons earning foodgrams md gii itei care in li nulling goods it 
loading, transhipment and terminal stations 

The matter was also discussed with the Grnei d ‘Managers it then uisitii’ 
with tin "Boird m June 1945 when an analysis of the pavments mine on vinous 
counts revealed that there had heen a tremendous rise m the plaments made on 
account of claims m respect of goods losl oi stolen The B ulw tv Admim-tr i 
tions were again asked to review thnr Watch and Ward org inisatioua md t im 
all the necessary steps to eatr\ out the strengthening of their watch md y'nd 
staff 

M\ Honourable fuend has refciieel to the delaas m the settlnnmt of claim- 
The necessity of speeding up of the settlement of claims has nroi impress'd 
ipon the railways freim time to time and as a result claims investigating anel 
ottling organisations of railways have heen considerably stieiigthened to cope 
eiatla the heavy increase in the number of claims itcferrcd \nolher step taken 
to speed up settlement of claims (mv Honourable friend referred to accounts 
ci rtificafe and hek of eooidmation between Bnlwav Admmisti it,, i s) wav , 
convention agieed upon among the principal Hallways m order to eliminate 
unnecessary correspondence in regard to questions of inter railway liability 
Under this convention which came into force in November 1943, claims ur to 
Bs 2*1 arc borne entirely, hv the paying Hailwavs and claims exceeding Bs 25 
but below Bs 1 000 are debited to a common pool the total debit to the pool 
heme- divided monthly among the Ba.lwavs in proportion to the amounts i aid 
by them ns compensation during the past three years This convention has 
considerably reduced the time fo*- the payment of claims 

We have certain figures also from railways showing the improvement made 
in this respect and T will only quote one or two instances 
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The B A Bailway, to which my honourable friend has referred, in 1944-45 
took about 82 days to pay the claims on an average This time has now come 
down to 72 days, and of course we hope that this time will be fuither improved 
On the East Indian Bailway from 32 days in 1944 it has come down to 22 On 
the N W B it has come down from 40 to 29 days 

Shri Sri Prakasa Mr President, it*always gives me a unique type of 
pleasure when I find myself in agreement with non-Congress non-official 
organisations in our country I have a'vvays felt that the problem of India 
was not a racial one but entirely a political one, and I have always tried to 
impress upon my non official European friends that they bhould make common 
cause with us to attack the Government, whether the members of Govern¬ 
ment are Indian or English The colour of their skin makes very little 
difference, and my thesis has been amply proved by the fact that a non- 
official European is criticising the administration and an official Indun is found 
to defend this government 

*But my chief purpose m rising tnis morning is to save my friend 
Mr Stokes from a possible charge that might be levelled against him For no 
dtflibt he gnd his group are the direct descendants of the East India Company 
and we also know that the first managing agent of that company, Robert Clive, 
was a great pilferer in his own time It* is reported that when he was 
arraigned before a competent body for not only his pilfering but also his 
brigandage, he said ‘ Mv lords, I am amazed at my own model ition Lest 
the railway officials turn round and remind Mr Stokes of this and also repeat 
to him the story of Alexander and the robber and tell him that they have 
pilfered him very much less than he has pilfered them, I feel that as an honest 
man who has pilfered nobody, I might make a legitimate complaint against 
being pilfered rnjself by Government and its great railway department 

Mr Ahmed E H Jailer Is the Honourable Member speukmg on the cut 
motion 1 • 

Shri Sn Prakasa Yes My only sorrow is that Mr Stokes is only trsing 
to pilfer the Government of a petty sum of Bs 100 He should have followed 
our exarnp’e of yesterday and pilfered the whole lot 

Mt Stoke s his given many examples ot how luggage is lobt oil Indian 
lailwav, In England no receipts are taken of luggage that ib booked and you 
mvarnbly find that luggage safely at the termination of youi journey But 
nerc, debpite railway receipts we are often m danger of losing our whole 
luggage, and that is tin leason why, despite rules on the subject, passengers 
insist on carrying a'l their luggage with them in the conipaiClients They 
inconvenience each other, and still for fear lest the luggage be lost if they 
book it and leave it to the tender mercies of the guard and other officials, 
they* c irry all their luggage with themselves m their own compartments 
If there should bo an assurance that our luggage will be safe in the custody 
of the railway, most of us would be glad to remove all that encumbrance 
from our own comjmrtment and entrust our goods to the guard That not 
being so, wo inconvenience each other and carry all our luggage with our¬ 
selves I have-little doubt that Mr Stokes would also be doing the same 
It is little consolation to be told by Government that the men are ineffi¬ 
cient, that they aie having troubles because of the wai and that we should 
be generous and considerate It is little comfort to me to be told that the 
railway officials are not what they ought to be when I have lost my luggage 
I do not think that I am prepared to excuse the railway administration 
bei -mse they tried to help m a war not of our seeking In any case this 
ex'iisQ cannot hold much water, and I want my luggage as I have entrusted 
it to the person who has taken charge of it, and I am not going to excuse 
him simply because he can trot out some reasons for the loss of my goods 
Mv own experience of railway pilferage is not so extensive as that of 
Mr Stokes and his lady friends It is more or less confined to my attempts at 
sending out Benares mangoes that are famous, to my friends who live in other 

c» 
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parts of the country Last year 1 had the unique experience of having almost 
all my parcels completely pilfered, and when I complained of it to the relevant 
authorities, they took long weeks to acknowledge my complaints and still 
longer months to make good the loss 

Sir Cow&sjee Jehangir (Nominated Non Official) We have never had the 
pleasure of receiving any mangoes from you' 

Shri Sn Prakasa My honourable friend lives in Bombay and I am quite 
prepared to exchange alphonsoa for langras Sir, when I had lost these 
mangoes and I complained of it to the Chief Commercial Manager’s office, 
Bill, I got them to listen to my complaints with some difficulty, and after 
long delays In the case of one parcel that I sent to Agra, 1 was pontifically 
informed that J should go to the Great Indian Peninsula Railway officers in 
Bnnihiv 1 belie\i the rulway is ouh what is c died in lvw ‘a common car 
ner , and when I have entrusted my goods to this common earner, it is from 
him that I have every legitimate reason to call for an explanation and not to 
pursue another common carrier to whom this common carrier had entrusted 
my goods I gave up chasing my mangoes, writing to this company, the 
E I R , that I could not possibly go on corresponding to the end of my life for 
the Joss of a parcel of mangoes and being shunted from one company to 
another till I was b'ue in the face I had thought that after a Icttci like 
that, the company would attend to the matter, apologise to me and accept 
their responsibility, and find either the mangoes or their adequate pnee But 
I believe they were very glad that they were froe from my attentions and I 
never heard from them again 

I can assure \im, Sir md also those who are in charge of these Railways 
that I had \ ere ciiefullv packed those mm goes m i wooden box had put steel 
bands all round but ns an old saving in mv language goes, ‘the stronger the 
lock, the rhiorir the thief’ \nd despite gll this caicful packing I lost all m\ 
mangoes I shou'd not sav all Three were loft out of 120 that I had sent, 
and in Bennies luekilv m the c ise of mangoes 100 meins 120 The gentleman 
to whom I hid sent it wrote back to sav that he sent the railway receipt to the 
railwav station hut lus servant found that the box was ibsohitelv smashed and 
there were just three mangoes lvmg about In disgust the servant left the three 
mm goes also for the railway officials to utilise and came away In the hop^ 
of recovering the remaining 07 T wrote up to the railway in vain In fact I sent 
all the correspondence on the subject in origintl to the railway authorities and 
then kent the com spondenee So it was not much good mv trying to pursue 
the G T P authorities m the city of my Honourable friend Sir Oowasji Jehangir 
as all my evidence too was thus lost 


Now, Sir, one of the things T might suggest to the railway authorities, if "they 
would listen to me is thit they should hive then claims offices at more places 
than one \t the present moment, the East India Go happens to have an officer 
of the Chief CnTninucia 1 Manager at Benares also Tt is possible that claims 
mav he ittended to with grcatei promptness if there weie more offices than one 
T have reason to la lieve that the nilwav authorities are thinking of taking hick 
the Benares office to Gilcutta because thev have no more any danger from the 
Japanese I understand, Sir that Benares became a particularly favourite 
place of Government in the days when thev were m danger from Japan because 
of its vicimtv of Samath a place sacTed to the Japanese as well and one high 
officnl of Government actually said in a Town Hall meeting In Benares that 
though we may all feel very safe from the Japanese because we have Samath 


there which is their sacred place as well, still we should not feel absolutely 
secure because there 18 the Dufferm Bndge to bring them across In any case 
the Railway authorities felt fairly safe m Benares and they conveniently made 
that a centre of operations for their Commercial Manager's Office 


Mr. President: The Honourable Member may now remember his time limit 
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Sliri Sri PraKasa. bir, I hope to live long (Laughter) I cannot under¬ 
stand why my Honourable iriends are laughing I hope that the experience c: 
the Benares office has been satisfactory and if it has been satisfactory, I hope 
that other railways will follow suit and have more officeb than one Then 
I think that claims should be attended to quickly, and I also hope that instead 
of defending their officials in the way my Honourable friend opposite has done 
this nioining, he would send a strong w irning to tns subordinates on all railways 
and tell then) that any pilferage or brigandage will be seriously dealt with 
Attempts to shield their officials 111 this manner is the cause of much trouble 
When they feel certain that they will be defended fiom the top even when they 
carry on brigandage on a largg scale like this, they feel that they can snap their 
fingers at mere passengers and customers like ourselves, but if they also know 
that the persons at the top are going to sit tight on them they would not behave 
half as badly as they do 

Mr Ahmed E H Jailer. I nse to wholeheartedly support the cut motion 
moved by my Honouiuble friend Mr Stokes and 1 sincerely sympathise with 
him in his tale of woe 

I shall ^irst deal with pilfering, and deal with settling of claims later I 
should first like to refer to the despatch of fruit parcelb Our friend Sn Praka»a 
has referred to his parcel of mangoes Speaking from my own expenence I 
can sav that I sent a fruit parcel from Poona to Sirsi in North Canara anl 
although three months have elapsed, the parcel has not reached its destination 
I made inquiries, and my friend in Sirsi has made inquiries too, but God knows 
where the fruit parcel has disappeared They still say that inquiries are being 
made I hope the Railway Board will try to replace that parcel Then again 
I had the misfortune to receive a fruit parcel which was opened on the wav and 
the contents were stolen and they were replaced by stones This is a very good 
idea on the part of the railway officials concerned, and I am told by another 
friend of mine here Mr Nauman, received bricks Once my firm m Poona 
imported for the Christmas turkeys and chickens Of course they were not 
missing but before the delivery could be taken the station authorities had to 
be given a couple of turkeys and chickens I hope the Watch and Ward 
Department proposed by my Honourable friend will keep an eve on this and 
see that such things do not happen They can at least tell the officials that 
they should not adopt such cneans We are prepared to give them Christmas 
presents hut not to forcibly part with turkeys and chickens 

As leg uds Inggigc, I differ fiom lm fraud Mr Sri Pr ilnsa when he says 
that higgigo left with the guatd is always broken into My expenence is 
diffcicut T have never found any luggage broken into or opened I understand 
th it «the Rail wax Bo ml a few months ago passed cutlers to the railway uitho 
ritus that the extra luggage should not go b% the same tram In this connectio 1 
I would remind the Wai Tiansport "Member of the eorrespondenre that took 
plane in the Tmitt of India of several unfortunate travellers who lost then 
luggnge The luggige was opened Many European ladies lost their trunks, 
specially those who have been tiavelling long distances from South India to 
Northern Tndia I would not agree that hcavv luggage should travel bv the 
same compartment with the jiassengers, because that causes great inconvenience 
but T suggest that the luggage should bo allowed to go bv the same train as the 
passenger is travelling AH experience has been that I hive not had the mis 
fortune to lose my luggage hut several passengers whose lug'age did not travel 
by the same tram lost their lugagge Some of it was broken into or damaged 

Now, I come to the question of settling the claims I would go a step fur¬ 
ther than my friend Air Stokes and bay that this is an organised theft on th^ 
part of railway officials About six months ago I travelled from Bombay to 
Bagaskot and from TTotgi Tunction to Bqapur I could not get accommodation 
in the first class, and so I had to travel bv second class My claim of refund 
for (he difference is still pending and the last postcard which T received is from 
the G I P Railway asking me wherefrom T bought the ticket I gave t^em 
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this information Then, they sent another postcard and asked me who bought 
the ticket I said that I had bought it and I aBked them to settle 
12 Noon the oJaun j made lt c i ear to them that I was not asking for 11s 10 
and 1 sent to them u declaration thut that amount will definitely go to charity, 
but it will go to chanty by my own hahds and not by theirs 1 am sorry to sa/ 
that those Its 10 arc still not forthcoming 

Shn Sn Prakasa They are gone to charity 

Mr Ahmed E. H Jafler I should Tike to give charity by my own hands 
They say the cl inns Inspector will come anti look into your claims and there the 
matter ends When my fnend Mr Btockb, here .referred to the quebtion of 
Insurance Companies, he baid they are the most prompt people to settle their 
claim It is by settling claims picwnptly that you earn your xeputation I feel 
that tiie iailuays have made so much money that they do not care to make more 
money and do not caie to earn the same reputation as is earned by the Insurance 
Companies 

.Now, our lncnd tut Hallway Member his releired to the question ol ext;a 
Watih and Waul officials 1 would suggest that the lirst duty ol the Watch and 
\V aid oihuais should be to send bogus customers with marked notes to the 
booking clerks and those who make reservations und those who allow wagons to 
be booked, and those who book huit parcels It is scandalous that they are 
making thousands ol rupees We cannot get leseivatious unless we pay Its JO 
for 1 Class Beitli 1 am told that the public should co-operate but the man who 
is trivellmg h is not got the time to go to the police bo, it is much better that 
the \\ atch uul \\ ard officials should he instructed to send bo c us customers Irom 
time to time so that such things may not happen again I tail assure you that 
every day m Bombay and l'oona we come across at least 20 such cases Once 
they know that the W itth and Ward officials and the Police ire after them this 
robbery will stop lorthwith 

Lastly, bir, there is a gre it trade of fruit parcels and vegetables especially 
the vegetables which are so badly needed The difficulty is they are not booked 
promptly and lor eveiy such parcel the booking clerk charges 8 annas to one 
rupee This should be stopped 1 am sure if the Railway Member issues 
mstiuctions to the Railway Companies, the position will impiove and we shall 
have better times ihead of us "■ 

Sn M Anantfiasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Jvon Muhammadan Kuiul) bir, the magnitude of the leakage, damage and 
wastage has not been understood or appreciated by the Assembly I would hku 
the Honourable Membeis to note that when as they earned 114 croies from t'le 
carnage of goods in 194a 4b only 1£ ciores were paid as compensation for*the 
loss ol goods m trausit bo, neatly 1£ per cent of the earnings from this source 
is being wasted There is no good trying to find the thieves elsewhere than in 
the Depaitmtiit itself There are two-ieggul rats in tne Department itself who 
either commit pilfering or waste articles or take them away Let us take au 
ordinary instance The luggage or parcels or goods are sent by trams and the 
luggage and panels are earned much earlier than goodb It is easy to locate who 
was lcsponsible tor these At the booking station the Stationmaster is respon¬ 
sible for it, the Guard is responsible m the running tram and at the other station 
the goods clerk oi the Stationmaster is responsible foi it These are the only 
persons who can be responsible With respect to goods, longer time is spent m 
the goods shed before the article is put m the wagon It is only the railway 
officials who have got access to these articles or their peons and non© others 
If there is a theft in the compound of a railway station and if the thieves are 
brought before the Magistrate, they are punished severely Therefore, thefts by 
strangers of articles inside the railway administration have become very few 
The persons who commit these thefts are Inside the railway administration and 
they do not take any steps against them 
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Details have been given both in the Administration lleport and afso under 
Demand 6—Compensation for loss or damage under the various administrations 
.No statistics have been given of the railway officials who have been punished for 
pilfonng or waste or damage caused in transit 1 would ask a categorical state¬ 
ment to be laid on the table of the House by the Honourable Member regarding 
the manner in which attempts have beeiFmade to secure the lost articles or the 
compensation that has been paid by the Railways I wanted that information 
m the btandmg finance Committee for Railways but it has not yet been supplied 
to mo 1 expect the Honourable Member will give me that information here 
I need not. give the details as to where I myself suffered with regard to mangoes, 
but it is common knowledge that we do suffer that way We are forced to get 
into lailway trams and we ire also iorced to send fiuits by lailway trains It it 
were possible to send them otherwise, a mail vvou'd gladly lefrain from sending 
ms irticlcs by tiains At present there is absolutely no chance of any of these 
hi ticks .it the other end 

-is to how the railway admiuistiatioii is lax is clear fiom this In the case 
at Hit. 0*1 1' Itaiiway the number oi casib pending in l'Jid 44 was b,bl9 and 
the new cl urns wtic 41,205 the average duration tor settling a claim was only 
4b days In the case ot the Btugul Assafti lianway 58,000 claims wuc made 
dining the ycaib l'lid 14 ind 1944 45 and the aveiage duration was 82 days The 
most i laiiw ly w is the Bengal Is i c pui Itulway wlieie tor a lesser number of 
c urns the uveiigc duiation was lb2 days with lespect to each claim how, a 
man who loses ins article and puts m a claim lor it must know at the station 
at which f he article is delivered to him wnether the uticle is intact or uot He 
immediately puts m the claim and the station master is the person who has to 
jiwtiiy wiietliei the article is good or not there is no need to drive him to the 
coutl Nil flit ru’wuy adnnmstiations have been puichised by the Government 
md theic is no mtei-iailw iy ailmfpistiatiou difficulty now Therefore, as soon 
as the c aim is made, it must be satisfied There is absolutely no justification 
for not satisfying the claim The claim arises on account of the loss or wastage 
I hive seen it myself and I am suie the s unc is the exptiiuice of others that 
these poiteis who are asked to remove the luggage throw it out mercilessly Mo 
doubt it is chattel, but he does not care to know that it is written on the top, 
lemovc with care’, or ‘handle with care and so on md so forth Lven in the 
case ot these articles theJe is so much of mdiffeience What is the fate of 
articles on which such caution is not wntten Even with ltgard to articles 
which aic handled with care, how are they placed in the wagon or how are they 
thrown on the pi ittorms ’ There is so much of wastage g r omg on This is all 
due to this system of employing coolies The contractois ere appointed and 
they engage these coolies These coolies ire not permanently paid men Tile 
contractors bring m all soits ot miscellaneous people as coolies They are not 
paid regul uly by the contractors, the lailway administration has no control over 
them The* coolies are made to do this work of removing luggage from platforms 
fiee W 7 hit money thev m ike is all from the passengers The removal of the 
hug ige etc for the railway administiation is all done as extra work for which 
the coolies ire paid nothing by the rulway administration In return for this 
free work the coolies ue given licenses Even if a cooly works for 15 or 20 years 
at i station, thcie is no guarantee that he will become a paid porter, if any such 
vaeanev should arise That, is the wav in which the railway administration is 
run The Railwav administration seems to be under the impression, let us pay 
verv little, it does not matter, let the coolies make as much rs they can from 
the travelling public Let the porters and other officials make as much money 
as possible but so far as we are concerned, let us pay them only such an amount 
which is be'ow the normal living wage, say Rs 16 oi Rs 20 a month This 
sort of mental ty on the part of the Railway administration leads to corruption 
and wastage A graduate once came to me and asked to get him a job I told 
him that T was in the Opposition in the Assembly and how could I secure him 
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a jou Ho said, 1 do not mind working without pay, butplease do put me 111 tlm 
bupply Department ot the Government ol India where I can make some money 
toi my living Such it. the luipiessiou created in the public mind about youi 
Government udmmibtratiou bimiluiiy, a man may do uppomted even without 
salary in the Railway Depaitmeiit, he \ull get money without any dilbculty It 
is only exactly with a view to lcmovc this evil that 1 have joined hands with 
my inend Mr Guruswanu to get the salaries ot low paid officials raised and t> 
heeuie to them a permanency ol tenure Out of one erore and hfty lakhs paid 
last year and out of one crore and lb lakhs budgeted lor next year, what portion 
of thebe sums leally come fioin railway otheiais who aie lesponsible foi such 
rough handling ot the goods 11 my Hououiable fnend is able to give me the 
hgures immediately, 1 shall bit down 1 am not veiy particular about the time 
limit to my speech 1 am prepared to forego a portion of the 15 minutes allotted 
to me I am not getting any answer It will be carrying coals to Newcastle 
if I tell them in what ways the administration is conupt Every railway official 
knowb it Once my Honourable frieud Mr Sri Prakisa sent me some Benares 
mangoes—two baskets One basket did not reach my station, Chittoor, m tb,e 

othei basket, there were only thiee mangoes left I am leally surprised that 
there should be kinship between one station and another, for in the case of a 
similar parcel sent by me to Beuaies, my friend got only thiee mangoes and all 
the others disappeared Possibly those mangoes were in fresh condition, and 
mine was rotten They must have listed them and allowed them My Honour¬ 
able triend, the Railway Member, who is constantly travellmg on the railways 
can eisily hiul out these evils It may be that he is willmg to ti vvel in lower 
class, but one swallow does not make a summer His subordinates, the Traffic 
Supuintendeiits and othei officials wont tiavel m anvthing less than saloons 
Possibly, there is i secret understanding between the Honourable the Railway 
Member and his subordinate officials, possibly^ue is telling them ‘I. am travelling 
in lower class, but don t commit tint mist ike youisclves, you travel in sboons 
The Distnet Tiathe isupeimtcudent ol Railways comes along, he Ins to be pro 
vided with all sorts ol comioits md conveniences in his tour Su I shall refer 


to an allied department of the Government of India, nimely the Postal Deput 
muit Do these complunts anso ther. ’ T e post oHn os handle Luge sums ot 
moiev, veiy valuab e paicels pa,s through the post offices and whenever anv 
claims tor eompens-itum aie muh against the-' post*1 depaitment, tliev in 
pioiujitly settled Even if a single post card misses and if a complaint is made 
to tlu higlici authorities, tin Postal rnspeetor comes md st inds at the door of 
the complainant the next to empuie into the complaint, to seek information and 
he settles it immediately Whv not the unlwavs tike a leal fiom the postal 
department^ \iy Ilonouiable iiieud the Railwav Member will only threiten»as 
with one itmedy, and that is laising l ites md tales and he will say, By all means 
let pilfering go on If that is your attitude, then not a single man will get into 
join him Is tint the u u in which the i ulway administration should be con 
ducted 7 The only remedy that I can think ol is to appoint local ad hoc tnbunuls 
, " lM selt,e llle <? P ms wifhnit my difficulty bor the purpose of settling 
claims, you may recover the loss from the pnties concerned, namely the stition 
master md lugg ige ele.k at the despatching station, and also the station master 
t Li,rk 1 lt th . e ‘iLMmation stition In tins Way the loss to the 

railways shall be apport.onel Enfon e this ,ule for some time, and you will see 

create!\thnT\ l1 ^ f °" ch,s,on 1 should like to submit that 
cmreand C U ) t th ° 8ubject T fear though one 

m tii ut! I f U b °!" for n«'xt vear by way of compensation ve‘ 

alt v sum f r iOF P f ? tl0 " W , 1, l be R " !lllowe(1 by the railwav officials and i 

IT,iZ£ZZ7 16 lak,,! "™ ,M b8 »" d te “» * 


Dr Sir Ziauddm Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisi 
madan Rural) Sir, I did not want to intervene in this debate, 


ons Muhain- 
but for a few 
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rernarkfa made by my Honouiabie iuend Mi Ayyaiigar He suggested a solu¬ 
tion, but did not draw the conclusion himself that the postal officials and 
the laihvay officials should be interchanged That is his practical suggestion, t 
because once the railway administration takes its lessonsSfbgtt^he postal depart¬ 
ment then everything vvilfr be all right # I think my Honourable friend is not 
very far from truth His suggestions really deserve consideration 

Sir M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. I accept the Honourable Member’s 
amendment 


Dr Sir Ziauddin Ahmad You place the facts, I draw the conclusion My 
friend also referred to cooly contractors and that is the only point on which I 
should like to speak This is a novel system which has been introduced in this 
country and it is quite different fiom the systems prevailing in other parts of 
the world My Honourable friend the Railway Member has got experience of 
porters in Europe and America It is on iccount of the wiong system of employ¬ 
ing porters in this country that all evils we are coinplamiug against are lampaut 
The railway adnumstiation entrusts this task to one contiactor who is given this 
patronuge As was said several times on the floor of this Koouse, the cooly cou- 
tiactor m Lahore station earns as much as' Rs 3,000 a day, and this is greater 
than the income of any official of the Government ot India Yet, it is true 
He c ai ns this money m all sorts of ways He first charges every cooly a fixed 
sum of Rs 2 a day He also charges something else for giving the poiter the 
clothing and the belt etc The Government also pays these contractors money 
for handling the luggage and goods The contractors in their turn pocket a 1 1 
the money they get fiom tile laihvay administration, and extract work from the 


coolies free Nothing is pud to the coolies for handling the goods The entire 
money which is contributed by tjhe Railway administration for handling the 
goons is swallowed by the contractors This further increases the earnings of the 
conii utors Whenever we laise this question of appointment of contractors, 

the i ulvv iy admmisti ition uevei cures foi our complaints but go on appointing 
the same peison foi obvious masons Some,times, the railway administration 
appoints ex rulvvav servants as contiactois to give them patronage In the 
case of E I Railway, they hive given the contract to one Salig Ram, although 
he is de id and gone long a^o, yet Ins childicn and gland children go oil paying 
visible md invisible licence fees and secure the contract without any break This 
system of ippomting conliac. tors and asking them to employ porters is thoroughly 
bad My Honouiabie friend the Railway Member who has widely travelled on 
the (. outment of Europe and Ameiica must know thit this system does not exist 
anywhere m the world Wheie does all this money foi the contractors come 
from? Tt all comes fiom the trivelhng public Whenever we prepare our 
budget foi travelling we have to piovide not only for the cost of railway tickets 
but we have to budget for several other items We have to set apart some 
money to pay the booking clerk for purchase ot the ticket A large number of 
turd class pass comers has got to give this tip, otherwise, they cannot easily get 
the ticket Sometimes the poor third class passenger has to pay several times 
more than the scheduled price of a ticket The next item is the coily hire 
the cooly is not satisfied \yith his scheduled rate He always says ‘well Sir 
whatever you give me goes to the contractor, nothing is left for me’ In this 
way we have to put down a large additional amount for incidental expenses 
ike tips cooly hire etc , before we begin to travel oil the laihvay Another 
nW° f ( ' Xpend,ture . for ft livelier is the high cost and low quality of the refresh- 
Ut ,t TH i1r ° f ief * eshment 15 ™d the articles supplied are so bad 

that it really costs much inconvenience to the travelling pubhc I submit that 

t lvdler 6 Tf 00 ^V nt0 The a11 add *0 the discomforts of the 

to the bud ^rr t° t0 n h6 bU ^, et ° f th ° ra,lwav admims tration, but it adds 
nuisance All L travelhn S P ubhc I am sure this is considered a great 

nuisance All these also require careful consideration I really thank my 
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[Dr Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad - ] 

Honourable fntnd Mi Stokes for drawing attention of the Assembly to these 
difficulties which must be remedied by the mil way icl/inrustratiou 

Pandit Govind Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions Non Muhammadan 
Kural) Sir, I should like to draw the attention of the Honourable the Hall¬ 
way Member to some ot the difficulties that people experience Pilferage and 
■delay in the settlement of claims have been deult with by some of my Honour¬ 
able friends and I need not devote any time to those points 

Mr President Order, older That is the only scope of the motion 
Pandit Govind Malaviya The motion also relates to unsatisfactory condi¬ 
tions of travel 

Mr President The Honourable Member unfoitunutely was not picscnt in 
the House when the motion was put to the House The only part put was 
about pilferage and delay in settlement ol claims The other pait which tne 
Honouiable Alembei wants to discuss has already been discussed on other cut 
motions 

Pandit Govind Malaviya Then, Su, I shall not take any time of the House 
Sir Muhammad Yamm Khan (Agra Division Muliuniuiadau Hutafy Sir, I 
will gne three illustrations irom my own oxpenenee with regaid to this sub¬ 
ject Last yeai a parcel ot mangoeb was sent to me at Simla and while taking 
delivery i found only a basket but no mangoes Again, only about ioui oi five 
days ago a paieel ot guavas was scut to me Irom my garden md it was sent 
from Ltah district, and when my servant went to the station to take delivery 
he lound that instead ot 20 seers there weie only about ten guavas He refused 
to take dclivcn md ilso to hind over the i ulway receipt The third case is 
this A Inend of mine had lost some clothes m transit and put in a claim 
of something like lis 100 Attei two years lie was asked by the East Indi in 
Hallway to send them the origin»1 tailoi s 1 bills so lint the administration 
might assess flic amount to be paid He lcphcd that the clothes had been 
made about ten yeurb buck and he had no ide i that they would be lost in 
transit, otheiwise he would have kept those bills in order to prove Ins case 
lou can see what kind of administration this is when no action was taken in 
the course of two years When I came to know of this case I raised it in the 
Advisoiy Committee of the railway and alter six months the poor fellow got his 
money These are the things that happen Mv guavas were perhaps stolen at 
Delhi junction, and what kind ol thieves does the railvvxy employ > I am 
writing to the Divisional bupeuntendeut about this, but this is not the first 
time that the attention of the railw ly administration has been drawn to these 
thefts l’robab’y there is some one lesponsiblc who allows these thefts to be 
committed la any case, I wanted to bring to the Honourable Member's 
now< e these tisib which are within my peisonal knowledge 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall bir, I very much welcome the fact 
that this debate should have taken place because it is a subject yyhich needs 
ventil iting I fully appreciate the inconvenience and exasperation which the 
public b ivc suffered, paiticularly during the course ol the wai And if I can 
parody my Honourable friends opposite, I am amazed at the moderation not 
of those who usually leave thice mangoes but the moderation of the speakers 
tod iv because, I do appreciate how very exasperating it is to every indivi¬ 
dual who suffers from loss of lusgage or of goods or from delays in getting 
claims settled, and T have full sympathy there The othei dav I came across 
a case of one Government official who was so exasperated at losing Ins trunk 
and getting no compensation for it, about 25 years ago, that he would not give 
us any assistance m the road-rail <*o operation scheme That show's the depths 
to which it lutes into people 

Vt the same time while welcoming this debate T must take exception to 
the accusation that it is onlv the railwayman who are guiltv My Honour¬ 
able friends opposite take the line that whatever goes wrong it is the railway- 
men and not the public who are at fault That is why when I stand up here I 
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find myself m a position of defending the railwaymen against accusations that 
are unjust That does not mean that we do not take action against delinquent, 
railwaymen, and I can assure my Honourable friends that we are being most 
stringent in this matter In the case of the Teliapara incident that my 
Honourable friend mentioned, the railway seivant was convicted and got 18 
months’ rigorous imprisonment » 

Shri Sri Prakasa Is not the railway servant responsible for my goods when 
he lias taken charge of it even if borne thief from outside should come and 
steal them from him? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Yes, I will deil with that m a minute 
But as regards the procedure against railway servants, one of our difficulties 
is the extremely elaborate procedure which iny Honourable friend Mr 
Anthony is always bringing to the notice ot the House, and if my Honourab'e 
friend Mr Ayjangai and his friends would not insist on such an elaborate proce¬ 
dure in these caseb it would be moie easy to deal with disciplinary cases of 
fhis sort Sir, it is not always the railway men verv frequently it is, as the 
Honouiable Mover said, organised bmditry The two legged lats to which 
Yny Honourable friend referred are not oyly railway rats, but there are rats 
among the pub'ic as well We had t case not long ago of oiganised coni thefts 
m the (’alt utta area The open coal waganp making their way down to the 
docks were systematically pilfered, m the w iv of organised banditiv, bv cer¬ 
tain coal merchants who, when the trams had to slow up at certain crossings, 
used to have a gang of men throwing off all they could and had caits reatlv 
to remove it This of course was done m the night When we discovered it 
we took proper steps, but that is a very good example of a case where the 
public was concerned m organised bnuditry and it is not a case where rail¬ 
way men were concerned 

Mr Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Onssa Muham¬ 
madan) May 1 know if there is*^my responsibility on radwaymen to hnd out 
the culprits? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 'us, but when you have oiganised 
thefts of that nature in the middle ot the night it is not necessarily found out 
immediately The delinquents were caught and of course the thefts were 
stopped But 1 was explaining how these things are sometimes organised I 
will mention another cas^, a ease with winch one must have grenb sympathy 
In the times of famine in Bengal there was organised theft of gram wagons, 
and special m&trumentb were made and so'd m the bazar to enable people to 
probe into the wagons and slit the sacks so that all the gram trickled out One 
can sympathise with people who actually steal grain for food, but there again 
there was organised banditry because the iron merchants in the bazar were 
making instruments for this purpose Then I will give another ease, which is 
rather an interesting one I was talking to an officer about this question and 
he said that not so many years ago he was standing at some station (sav 
Jullundur)*in the midd’e of summer when one of the station officials came A) 
him and said, “Sir, there is a bhut in a box ” He said, “dont be silly ’’ 
‘But there is’ was the reply He went along to the box and, sure enough, 
there was a knocking m the box He opened it and found inside a man in 
the last stages of exhaustion, and extracted the facts from him The facts 
were that every day or every other day this man used to be inserted by a 
gang of thieves at, say, Ambala into this box It w'as put in the van, m 
the course of the journey, the sliding door was removed, the gentlemen inside 
got out, pilfered all the most valuable things, got inside again and was un¬ 
loaded regularly at Ludhiana where his friends would come with a bullock cart 
and the loot was disposed of Unfortunately on this occasion he was not put 
out at Ludhiana but went through to Jullundur and the scheme was disposed 
That was an organized banditry 

Mr. Masu Subed&r (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau Indian Com¬ 
merce) Did you send him to jail? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. 1 cannot tell you wliat happened 
Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar These are all exceptional cases 1 
The Honourable Sir Edward Bentlnall 1 have mentioned the sort of thing 

which does happen It is sometimes also the passenger’s fault I should 
say that the customer can do no wrong, but occasionally they do I do not 
know whether many Honourable Members went to the railway exhibition last 
year If they did, they must have seen a very interesting stall in the south¬ 
west corner illustrating how passengers should do up and label their luggage 
Very often packages are insufficiently labelled, the label is stuck on rather 
loosely, the gum comes off, there is no label left on the package and it is 
extremely difficult in those circumstances to trace the package and return it 
to the owner 

One Honourable Member mentioned the case of railway cushions being 
stolen That was a very frequent occurrence particularly in East Bengal and 
Assam in the course of the war The troops found railway cushions morer 
comfortable to sleep on than the hard ground and we had frequent occasions 
to apply to camps round about railway stations to return the cushions which, 
they had stolen We got very little out of it, but on one occasion We did 
get a reply There were two railway cushions 14 miles from the railway station 
and if we could send for them we-could have them back, but generally speak¬ 
ing we got very little response 

It will interest my Honourable friend the mover who referred to section 77 
of the llailway Act to know that the provisions of this Act have not escaped 
our attention and that we do think that there may possibly be a case for 
amending them m the present circumstances Section 73 of the Act, for 
instance, lays down a maximum valuation for certain goods In the case of 
elephants or horses Its 500, in the case of donkeys, sheep, goats and so on 
Rs 10 per head, which is the maximum compensation payable In section 75 
it lays down that value is not to be paid m excess of Its 100 on any package 
unless th it value is declared It is recognized now that in view of the rise 
in prices there may be a case for revising those limits, out, I think, generally 
speaking, the railway Administrations, m view of the heavy losses which have 
occuired, have interpreted these ru'es rathet less stringently, recognising the 
diftu ulties of the passengers 

My Honourable friend, the mover, dwelt particularly on the difficulties on 
the B A Kailway 1 think he must teeognize that the B A Railway has 
had psrtitular difficulties as a result of w'ar pressure, first of all in the ex¬ 
tremely he ivv linrease in the tixffic ovei that lailway and, seeondh, from the 
fact that it has had of course the largest number of new, temporary and 
inexperienced stftfT I am not saying that as an excuse for—yes, I am sayirg 
it as an excuse for the B A Railway, but I dont necessarily accept that it 
w is necessary to the degiee m wh ch pilferage has taken place there I can 
certainly assure him that throughout the Railways, ns my Honourable friend 
the IIirector of Establishments has said, the Railway Board are giving their 
personal attention m every way to seeing what can be done to improve both 
the reduction of pilferage and the expeditious dealing with claims 

Mr Muhammad Nauman They are doing that for the last 25 years, but 
there is no improvement whatsoever 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Sir, it got worse during the war 
I dont think that my Honoumbie friend Mr Sri Prakasa’s suggestion of having 
more claims offices round the countiy is really going to help In the case of 
the Benares office of the E T R many of the files have to be sent up from 
the Central Office in Calcutta and they are returned again to Calcutta so that 
in many cases it is the most inefficient way of dealing with claims It cer¬ 
tainly would lead to greater efficiency if the whole of the office of the railway 
could be centralized 

My Honourable friend, the Director of Establishments pointed out that 
claims are now dealt with more expeditiously, the time required for dealing 
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with it has been speeded up considerably and, I believe, the railways have 
been taking a nioie libeul view, but I maintain that the proper way to resolve 
the problem is to try to stop the pilferage My Honouiable friend, the Direc¬ 
tor oi Establishments, has mentioned the diUeicut steps that have been 
taken to try to decrease the pilfeiage, but I think, Sir, both this war and 
the last have shown that during the wm tunc there is a general decline of 
morality ill these matters imong ah classes and 1 don t say m any way that 
rmlwaymen are exempt It is not confined to this country Some Honour 
able Mamber opposite mentioned that m the United Kingdom you could send 
vour package without taking a receipt toi it That is so But I w is reading 
the leport ot the Paili unentaiy Economy Committee not long ago flic Parlia¬ 
mentary Committee, sitting on railway ee momios, drew particular ittcuticin to 
the extent ot pilferage which had, during w u time enormously increased, lor the 
reasons which my friend the Director of Establishments mentioned So this 
country is not the only one suffering from these diffic ulties At the same time 
1 can assure the House that this will have the continue d attention of the 
.Railway Board I must confess that when I came to btudy the figures m the 
papers circulated to the House it came to me rather as a shock to see the extent 
sof tlic i^irrtase of clunns It was not a shock to the Boird because they had 
already taken action but this was the first time tli it it was very visibly brought 
to iny notice and 1 am exceedingly glid tins debate has taken place I can 
assuu the House that the resu't will be that the Boird and I and the ltnl- 
wa\ Administrations will do all wc can to tighten up on this and give better 
service to the public 1 hope in view of the assurance my Honourable friend 
will withdraw his cut motion 

Mr Mufiammad Nauman. You do not at all sarv whether you had ever pro¬ 
secuted employees foi such pilferages Nor do you say anything about the 
handling ol the damages to stock due on account of your contract system of 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall As legards the contract s\stein of 
coolies, l mentioned in the House as a result of a question that I was looking 
into it very thoroughly The investigation has starttd As rtgmls prosecution 
of staff, that does take place, and as the Honourable the mover pointed out one 
railway man did get 18 monthi? 

Mr Muhammad Nauman Do vou trace complaints fioin booking office to 
destination > • 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall It is extraordinarily difficult As , 
the Honouiable Member knows when theie is extremely heavy traffic, the sta 
tions are very often blocked with parcels and it is extremely difficult to trace 
who is the author of the theft It is piobnbly done at night, it may be an 
ocrtside cooly who has had access to the station or it may be a railway cooly 
It is extremely difficult to run people to earth 

Shn Sij Prakasa Does not the Benares office itselt settle claims > 

(In teirup tions) 

Mr. President’ Order, order Mr Ghuiarn Bhik Nairang wished to put a 
question 

Syed Ghul&m Bhik Nairang (East Punjab Muhammadan) What does the 
Honourable Member propose to do with regard to fruit parcels which are sub¬ 
ject to pilferage most extensively? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall* What I said applies to everything, 
not only to fruit parcels, though fiuit parcels are particualrlv attractive to 
thieves" That is recognised But I do not see that vou can concentrate on 
that 

Sri M Anaathasayanam Ayyangar Of the one and a half crores paid by 
way of compensation during last year for loss and damages, was a rupee col¬ 
lected or obtained from the lailway staff? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. I am afraid I should have to get 

notice of that 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Can you say approximately? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall No I have not gone into that 
Shri Sri Prakasa Does not the Bewares office settle claims directly? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall But veiy frequently cases ha\e to 
be referred to Calcutta to the Coimneicial Manager 

Mr It 0 Moms (Madras European) Are not the railways responsible for 
the bad opening and closing of certain consignments m transit by excise officials 
between Madras and Mysore—so mvitiug pilierage by railway employees? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 1 should require notice of that They 
are opened by the Mysore Government officials 

Mr President. The only question that lemums is whether the Honourable 
Member wishes to withdraw las motion * , 

The question is 

1 iliat the demHid under the Ik id Ra|lv\ ly 13oaid bo icduu.d by Rs 100 ( 

The motion was adopted 

Way* and Mean s for Meeting the meteased operating oo*ts 
Mr MAP Hirtzel (Bengal Euiopc an) Sir, I move 
luat Iht i V mi ml multi the head Kuhiaj bona be 1 educed l > v Rs 100 
My purpose m moving this motiou is to concentrate on tlio latter portion 
ot it 

Mr President Older, ordei Would the Honourable Membei mind coming 
a little turthci up 7 

Mr M. A F Hirtzel In picvious debates vve have concentrated lather on 
tin capital position ot the railways and 1 do uot propose to discuss that fuithei 
to d iv cvcipt to say that vvt ciitumy bhtuc the anxieties which have been 
expicssed in some quarters of the House on the subject aud we feel that the 
whole question of tht lailw iys opuaung position caunot be tully covered 
until the questions oi the Depreciation Fund, the Betterment bund, the Geneial 
Ileseivc mil nso the qutstiou of amortisation ot capital have been fully investi¬ 
gated and dialt with Tint, wc Hcl, should be taken up at once and certainly 
icculd not be 1 1 ki n up by t comimttefc ol the type which the Honourable 
Mcmbci was disposed to inept in principle on Mi Neogy's cut motion The 
whole question ot the capital sale oi ’lie idilwajs is, as 1 have said, an essential 
piclunuiaiy to dealing with then jiofft and loss position They must fust be 
put on a sound capital basis But, Sir, as I have said, that is not my pifr- 
posc today I want to deal with the dav to day position, or the vear to year 
position, of the .Hallways about which wc ale feeling great anxiety m the light 
ot the budget for the coming year The railways as the House is aware, or 
toi tint mattei any tiansport concern, aie a very accurate barometer of the 
state of tiadc in thp country Tliev arc also a very sensitive barometer As 
economic conditions slacktr tuthc falls and falls much before the cost of trans- 
poitation falls bnmlarly as the economic pulse quickens, earnings nse more 
lapidly than cost of transportation rises As the House knows the most 
d( cut ate way of measuiing the efficiency of transportation is by the opera tmg 
ratio that is to s iv, the r Um of woikmg expenses to gross traffic receipts 
Isow, if we take the history of the railways from the period when railway 
revenues w<re separated fiom (lentill Kevenues, we shull see much more 
acc urately what the position is 

From the year 1924-25 to 1929-30 the Railways enjoyed six years of pros- 
penty During those yeurs they nude au average annual profit ot 8J croiss 
The operating ratio on the annual basis ranged between a maximum of 54 1 
Der cent and a minimum of 51 3 per cent 1 am quoting these figures from 
T ’ —i. t», +Vio succeeding years of depression, 
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1031—36, the iailways made an average annual loss of practically 7 crores The 
exact figure is 6 94 eiores During that period the operating ratio showed a 
very consideiable rise ranging between 54 7 per cent and 57 2 per cent m 
1930 31, the til'd year of depression During 1936-37 to 1939-40, the four poet¬ 
ic j-iesmon yens the ittilways made an average annual profit of 2 42 crores 
and during that period the operating ratio agin fell from 54 2 52.5 per cent 
Tlic point T am seeking to make is that in the yeais befoie the war the operat¬ 
ing intio shoved a maximum range ot onlv 5 9 pel cent In the period 1930 31 
to 1945-46 (the current year) there is an increase m the operating rrtio of 9 4 
P'l rent On the othei hand comparing the years 1927-28 and 1945-46 the 
lowest was 51 5 per cent and the highest 66 6 per <ent in the current year 
There is thus an mcieiso m the opeiating latio m the cuuent year of 15 3 per 
cent I am soirv that these figures are lather intricate The point I would 
ei iph.isi-.e is that m the piewai yeirs the maximum increase was 5 9 pet cent 
and m the pi nod of the wir the mere ise m the opei ttmg ratio has been 15 3 
I>?r cent 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall M iy I ask the Honourable Member 
whether he his adjusted m Ins figures the speinl charges for yvnting down the 
rbllmg stock > 

Mr M A F Hirtzsl No, Sir ] wonld^ielv on the Honouiable Member 
to make the idjustmcnts m his own defence* But in any case the point will 
be established that thtu his been a eery serious and very substmtial increase 
in the operating latio yyhich represents a position which is certunlv a very 
giiyc warning 

Now, Sir, the position ’S that we are faced with this vciv grave increase 
in operating costs and the question is hoyv are \ou going to meet it The 
Wedgwood Committee went into the question yvhethei the Railways should 
make a contiihution to geneial revenues and thev sought to assess traffic pro¬ 
spects m the years immediately Allowing the yeai 1937 Tt is interesting to 
studv in their lepoit the conclusions they came to md the leasons why they 
fill tint thi R always neie not on a sufficiently economic basis to justify a 
eonttihution to gmetal reyemus Honoiiiabh Meinbeis wd. find the leasons 
on jnge 128 ot tire I’ejxnt and they ale sel out as follows 

I-i) Whilst til. nest few veils ire likely to show implying tndi, this la dut to coii.li 
turns uliuli lit pertly iitifiiinl and to that e\ter.t pr.ciuous in character ’ 

1 suggest that today the position is just as uncertain 

( li Soim ot thi buielens winch weie issumed by the lailvays duung the period of 
pur-pints v\ 11 leniim is i pomment additioml chiic,e f. l tin. futuu Rvti-s ot wages 
nrn. lil.LiilIv ninevse.l md it his piovnl impossible to lelnci tlnm substmti ilu duimg 
the tunes of dipiession Capital expenditme wis freel nndei'ikcn, nuieh of which has 
lot vit fnntifnd ind "ome ot which owing to motoi competition is never likely' to fructify ' 

*That, Sir, I suggest substantially applies also today- 

item (i) rofeis to load competition It is lather a lengthy one and I will 
not road it^out But, having regaid to the circumstances of yesterday, I 
submit that* that also applies 

(d) On tilt otl.ei side of tht account comes the question of economies We are unable 
ti point to my economies of fiist class magnitude it piesent realisable and so 

That, Sir, is the question before us now and is the puipose of my out motion 

Item (e) lefers to recommendations of the report bearing upon possibility of 
incieasing revenue I suggest that the position todav i s substantially the same 
a-, it was m 1937 We ire facing a penod of economic uncertainty and I think 
that the Wedgwood Committee’s comments are a guide to us today 

We come then to the question of how this position is to be met First of 
all there is the question of a contribution from the Railways to general 
revenues If no contributions are made to general revenues, then I would 
point out that that m fact means that the railways should be run on a stnctly 
commercial basis That is to say, if the railways do not make profit for 
general distribution, so to speak, then the profits go back into, the 
business m some form or other either in amenities fn rtVw* t»..m - — 
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1 Mi M A F Hirtvel 1 
ij)j,ro\ ed service and so on On the other hand if the Railways make a con- 
tuhution to general revenues then thev are in a position m times of stress to 
lelv on the general revenues to assist them This is a matter which is open 
foi enquiry and we ceitainlv do not propose to commit ourselves to a final view 
on the subject but we ire inclined to the new that the direct distnbution of 
costs to the uscis, that is to sa\ that the railways should not be burdened with 
a lien\\ h\ed iontribution to the geneial revenues, is preferable But in that 
east the users would niturallv claim a much higher standard of service thin 
the* ict lecent It is quite ileai, pniticuhily Iroin what has just passed 
under the previous cut motion, that a much higher standard of sen ice is 
iiquned We hive just discussed the question of el urns Then there was the 
suious quoit ion of demurrage chaiges which were lcnntted m an unjustifiable 
imnnu rlnring the wai Then the question of tickeflcss tiavel All these 
lidieite a standud of administration which doubtless for unavoidable reasons 
dun ig the war, is \et not sntisfactoij 

Then there are longer lange subjects on the scientific side, for example fuel 
restaich, electrification and no one m these debates has jet mentioned atomic 
ptwer which mnj have i veiv vital efteet m the years to come in Railway 
opeiation 

Bub when aril is said and done, I think we must come to the conclusion that 
retienchment is essuiti il and must plav a pait The grand total of woiking 
expenses in the coming budget is 169 ciores against oulv 100 ciores in 1989 10 
Tha represents an over tdl increase ot 69 crores, and we were told the othei 
da\ that cun cut Inbour demands would mi an anothei 73 crores of rupees The 
question, therefoie, we ask is that if all those deminds are to he met, win re 
is tbit 144 crores oi 150 crores going to conno from'’ As against that gap, 
tiafhc rates and farts have only been increased by 8 per cent over all, during 
the war The lesults of 1946 47 may justify the budget which has been 
placed befoie us, but the results foi 1947-48 are certainly likely to 
1 P M be much more discouraging We shall then be in a full deflationary 
period, a period when to increase r rtc-, mdy have a verv serious and depressing 
etttet on in already slackening economy 

In the light of all these considerations, we feel that measures aie necessary 
in every direction both to clear the position on the capital side and to devise 
all possible me ms oi impiovmg revenue Sir, I move 
Mr President Cut motion moved 

Tbit the dein nul undo tbe hiail RtiIwij Bond bp leduied b\ Us 100 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Sn, when I come to this cut motion I 
am doubtful as to how the railways may be able to pull through in the years 
to come Wai earnings ought not to be taken as the criterion for the earnings 
for future jeais Wai is no doubt a boom—it has exhausted our resomces and 
his llso got ub a lot of money, and the assets have been ovei-worked Therefore 
the earnings m the pre-wai year 1938-89 and the cxpendituic ratio then wnl 
give us an idea as to how we should cut our coat durn g the corning years 
In the jiar 1938-89 the total tarmngg were to the tune of 107 crores, the 
total working expenses were 71 crores—the operating ratio beirg 66 4 From 
tin tamings, first of all the operating expenses have to be met, which includes 
depreciation also Then there are certain unavoidable expenses by way of 
interest charges which come to 27 crores and in addition if some contribution 
has to be made to the general revenues it comes to nearly 7 or 8 crores 
altogether about 34 cioies The b dance after deducting depreciation of about 
12 crores comes to about 61 crores and that is lust the sum that was found 
neerssary for the working expenses during the year 1938 39 Now, the income 
hereafter may go down, but the operating expenses mav not go down at the 
same rate as the income goes down During the war “the income from the 
goods traffic did not appreciate very much, not in the same proportion as the 
passenger traffic income Though the number of trains that were run was 
smaller, a larger amount was earned from the passenger traffic because of over- 
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crowding The increase was due not to the growth of industries m this 
country, but to inflation that went on during the wan period from nearly 200 
crores before the war, the currency notes have gone up to nearly 1,300 crores 
Everybody got into the 1st and 2nd class because there was no accommodation 
m tbo third class and that way reduced the overcrowding in the third class— 
m fact the third class booking was closed m various stations Now it cannot 
he expected hereafter, now that the w<fr is ovei, that there will be such cn- 
eulation of money, there may not also be further flow of money into this 
country, and there is no prospect of then being increased or augmented’ All 
that is referred to in the administration report of the railways Therefore, 
having regard to this appalling state of affairs m the coming vears one has to 
be careful I do not know what to suggest because though thiee or four days 
have been spent over this railway budget, up to this date the Honourable 
Member has not come out with any particular methods bv which he can curtail 
the expenditure and adjust the operating ialio to the income that may fall 
below normal m the coming yeais Howevei, it is my duty to suggest to him 
hew this can be done and how he hn> not been able to do it till now or under¬ 
taken any measures 

«• First jpf all, now that most of the important railways have come under Gov* 
-ernment administration, the railways may be regarded as one for administrative 
purposes a number of head offices and some workshops also may be fused 
togethc r and I expect some saving under that head It is true that I may not 
be able to point my finger to any one particular item which alone will makt 
tip all the deficit m the years to come The axe can and has to be applied in 
almost every detail, and even if a rupee can be saved in a particular depart¬ 
ment it is worth while saving It will not be open to my Honourable friend 
to rise up and say that any one of these savings is so small that none of them 
•can be undertaken m the vears to come 

Next as regards retrenchment, I would suggest that besides amalgamation, 
which would reduce expenditure to some extend, there should be retrenchment 
of offices and officers and reduction of salaries and" abolition of allowances First 
of all, about offices I will give only one or two instances There is the Rail¬ 
way Clearing Accounts Office That has been in existence for a long time Tt 
"has got a lot of establishment When the railway administrations were in the 
hands of various companies, it was necessary to adjust every item and appor¬ 
tion the monev from time to time and to have a central office for that purpose 
Now it does not matter so^much If a man starts in the M ASM Railway 
and passes through the Ni/am’s State Railway and into the G I P Railway, 
the only break is the Nizam’s State Railway the two other railways can always 
adjust their share in a certain ratio that may be adopted Formerly it was 
not so The M & S M and the G I P were out to get their last pie and 
they had to keep such accounts Therefore, I suggest that the Railway 
Clearing Accounts Office may be abolished, and decentralised so far as sm ill 
adjustments are concerned Similarly a number of other offices can also be 
'•abolished with advantage 

As regards officers, I have found a tendency to exhaust all words in the 
-dictionary in finding out denominations foi officers For instance, there is the 
chief manager, the deputy chief manager, deputy manager, assistant deputy 
manager, sub-deputy manager, assistant sub deputy manager, and I do not 
know how many more will be coined 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad' Sub-assistnntimnn&ger! 

Sri M. Allanthaaayanam Ayyangar My Honourable friend is a Vice- 
•Chancellor and well in touch with all the words in the vocabulary The House 
must note one or two circumstances which have happened The Oudh and 
Tirhut Railway was taken over very recently from the company The company 
was managing it for nearly 50 years Since the management was handed 
•over there was a suggestion by the Railway Board that for every chief there 
must be a deputy They wanted five deputies They wanted once, twice and 
thrice and our patience was exhausted and we had to yield with great rejirst. 
We hope that what we did will be corrected by this House. We were oblige* 

* 
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[Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar] 
to yield because they wanted to bring the 0 & T Railway into line with 
the other Railway Administrations What is the need of this, when the- 
company was earned on for fifty years without deputies Their salary was- 

Rs 1,600 each with corresponding establishment etc Immediately thls- 

company was handed over to my Honourable fnend, he wanted to appoints 
deputies, because there were deputies *m the M & S M and other railways 
Is that the way to do it Instead of applying the axe, you want to go on' 
multiplying offices 

As regards salanes mv own feeling is that salaries in the lower classes mush 
be laised the salaries of the higher posts should be leduced It should not be 
a question of purchasing honesty bv paying more Even if you pay Rs 220 
crorcs a month or a jear, still if a person is dishonest, he can make money 
by black market methods Of course a man ought to have his essential 
needs He ought not to be deprived of the necessaries of life 1,500 should 
be the maximum for anv man I belong to a school which is bent on reducing 
the salaries of high officials I am not jealous of persons drawing Rs 4,000 
ami Rs 5,000 m this county hut we feel that for any individual however 
highly placed Rs 1,500 is more than enough The other day an Indian Sub- 
Colleitoi also travelled with me He thought that Rs 1,500 was too low, 
because he had insured for Rs 50,000 He had onlv one child whom he want¬ 
ed to send to England and America for studies That is the wav in which 
the minds of these people are woiking in a poor countiv like India So faT as 
i wci salaries are concerned, Rs 12 is the =taiting salary of a menial gangman-’ 
u think that for a man who is working on the line with shovel and spade 
1<« 12 is enough This was fixed in 1931 because of the then current index 
prices Pricts went down Speaking subject to correction, ever since then 
it lias not been mcieascd Rs 18 is thi nrnimum a mm gets in the 25th 
jeai Manv people die before reaching that limit I do want that the lowest 
mem il, the gangman, to be stsited on not ,lcss than Rs 25 My fnend will 
give figures and sav that it will work out to ashonomical figures but I will 
give in answer 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall The man who is normally di awing 
Its 12 today would be di swung an additional Rs 13 in gram allowance ,,nd 
also a minimum of Rs 12 or Rs 14 in dearness allowance which bring the 
total emoluments to Rs 36 Youi proposal will reduce it to Rs 25 

Mr President Tins is i convenient point lo stop I have an announce 
ment to make 

ELECTION OF ADDITIONAL MEMBERS TO THE DEFENCE CONSUL¬ 
TATIVE COMMITTEE 

Mr President T have to inform the Assembly that upto 1pm to day, the 
time fixed for receiving nominations for the election of two additional members 
to the Defence Consultative Committee, two nominations were received As 
the number of 1 the candidates is equal to the number of vacancies, I declare 
the following inembcis to be duly elected to the Committee for the unexpired 
poition of the financial year 1945-46 and for the financial year T946 47, (1) 
Mr C P Lawson, and (2) Squadron Leader Sardar Surjit Singh Majithia 
The Assrmblv then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock 

Thi \s'-emblv re assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr President (The Honourable Mi G V Mavalankar) m the Chair 


RAILWAY BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS —contd 
Demand No 1— Railway Board —lontd 
Ways and Means for Meeting the increased operating costs —eonfd 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar 1 Sr I do not find the Honourable 
Member in his seat nor anybody else on his behalf Whom am I to address 
Mr President’ Mr Khan is coming 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar I see Mr Tamer is also coming 
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I was ou the question of raising the salary when the Honourable Member 
said that they are already paying them more than Rs 25 inclusive of dearness 
allowance and, stores concessions I was referring to Rs 25 as the basic 
salary inclusive of all allowances The w n is now over and if prices come to 
normal, the allowances might be withdrawn Even then I want that the basic 
salary for a gangman or any of these subordinates must be Rs 25 The salary 
of the clerical staff should be Rs 50 going up to Rs 100 within a period of 
ten years and the highest maximum must not be more than Rs 1,500 That 
is my point 

I would also like to say in this connect on one word to the services and the 
staff We hear of strikes which they aie going to have for the purpose of 
raising their salaries and allowances The proper working of the railway admi¬ 
nistration depends to a very large degree upon the staff Therefore, thfev must 
be well contented and they must be paid properlv The pilfering and other 
things that have gone on are mostly due to them So far as the amenities are 
concerned, whatever inconveniences there mav b a foi want of sufficient number 
of coaches, they mav show a good face to the passengers It is in their hands 
to give the tickets in time, to give the change and "to allow the trains to stay 
swffieienth at the platform so that people yi *} get in The <u quisition of the 
earnings by the Railway Department is largely due not to the men at the top 
but to the people who ,ue running the* idfniqisti ilion day m, div ou f They 
mus' feel an equal responsibility m the proper administration of tjie railways 
They ought not to feel that thev .ire meie meiccnirts ind to avoid this feeing 
you must make it. worth their while to live decently Therefore, a start of 
lls 25 must be made foi the lowest man ind the minimum foi the oki cal staff 
should be Rs 50 That is with respect to the stiff I wish at i very i arly 
date a non-official Committee consisting of Members of this House might be 
appointed to suggest the ways vnd means of letrcnclung or of amalgamrting 
tli-* various rnlvv ijs The letrcnchmenf should take place in flip manner 1 
have '•uggested A sum] u thing Was done m 1932 

Then, I come to the operating eh irges I would suggest that whenever 
hvdio electro power is nailable, trams should be mu with the an' ot electricity 
This is being done on the M A, b M Railway ind some otln i railways 
Thi lcison whv I uni suggesting tin-, is that we hnd that eoal duiin<» the war 
and even heieafter has become a greater tnd gie itc i timldem Wi .n not 
having sufficient coil and it is not a produifive concern He are not having 
cot! it lemunerntive pricey As regirds the wav in which coil collieries have 
been worked, I have to m the tluee* observations which hive come to nav notice 
I would lcquest the Hononnble Member to take note of them 

I am told that dining the war the coal collicncs belonging to the lailwn- 
men were handed over to the Supply Depaitment Tluee oi fom machines 
were brought m for operations m the coil fields at a cost of 1 to 4 crores 
Within less than a month half the machines became 1 tten ind the others ne 
not working properly It. is worthwhile making an mvcstigition nto the 
matter If J ana wrong, T shall be glad to know it f have also found one 
thing The Honourable Membei 'himself also seems to be interested in this 
affair I find from the pink book that wa-, circulated to us that even the 
State owned collieries are being given over to the eontraetois That may be 
done departmental The contractors are bringing a nunabei of labourers and 
the dearness allowance is paid into their hands W 7 hat is the guarantee that 
this dearness allowance is paid to the w'Oikmen ! You are nrt seeing to it that 
these people are paid There is another thing also which I would like to 
mention A number of contractors give an undertaking to supply coal at a 
particular puce They tender I find with respect to coal some 8 annas odd 
In the previous yeai that was the amount that was paid Somebody tendered 
for As 8-10 per unit Later on with this As 3-10 he could not satisfy What 
the tendeiers generally do is this If I want the ultimate tender, I ask mv 
son-in-law to tender for 3 annas, so that he may be the least tenderer I 
deposit Rs 100 to have the last tender declared and thus I dnve the other- 
people out because it is unposs ble for me to supply'at 3 annas I forego 
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and the amount ot deposit that my soil in law has paid is not forfeited at all 
I allow him to go scot free That is what I hnd in the pink book 1 have 
found 3 annas as the original tender and subsequently 8 annas has been paid 
Whenever there is a dishonest man, at the top, he makes it easy to make 
money toi himself 

Shri Sn Frakasa All sons ill law are dichonest' 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Thirdly, the Kailway-owned collieries 
are to pay to persons who hive collieries thembelves In that case the colheiy 
ownei can take awary 3D,000 tons from the railway colliery if he has got to 
«uj pi} 50,000 tons All these things have come to my notice I am getting 
letters about this mattei and I have tabled interpellations I am glad to know 
that a Committee has b< en appointed and one of our Members, Mr Neogy, 
is one of the Members of the Committee This Committee ha® to investigate 
into the possibility of some more coal being produced at economic prices But 
I have heard fiom Mi Neogy that the terms, ot reference are so rigid and so 
inelastic that they won’t admit of a report regarding the present forking of 
these collieries I would request the Government to enlarge the scope of this 
inquiry with a view to give a fullei and proper report to the House as to how 
the railways may be made self sufficient m the matter of coal because it is a 
big item on which the running of the railways depend 

So far as the stores are concerned only 20 lakhs of rupees worth of stores 
are there They have been there for a long time Some measures might be 
adopted to see that large quantities of stores are not kept and a sufficient per¬ 
centage of them may be reduced 

As regards interest my submission is that 3 8 per cent is the rate of interest 
that is being paid on the capital at charge Debentures might be floated parti¬ 
cularly for the railways and we could get cheap money now at 3 per cent or 
even less There can be economy in that direction also 

Then as regards the classes, the first and second classes should be abolished 
and the third and intermediate classes only might be there The first (.lass 
jdssengers give only 4 crores and the second class passengers give 7 croits, 
whereas the third class passengers give 56 crores a year and the intermediate 
class passengers give about 7 or 8 crores Therefore there should be only two 
classes, by whatever name you may call them Erom one class you will get 
10 or 11 crores The present first and second class coaches will be made avail¬ 
able foi third class passengers They are not very meticulous as to the num¬ 
ber that get in and they pay four or five times or many times more than the 
first class passengers pay In many mail trains you find that if there are ten 
carriages, eight of them are perhaps first and second class carnages and tfhere 
are probably only two third class carriages in which numbers of people are 
huddled together And you will find that the people who got into these two 
third class carnages perhaps pay as much as, if not more than, whUt the people 
in the eight upper class carnages pay Therefore this is a waste 

Then I come to refreshment rooms Formerly when the gentlemen in the 
railways were of the class of our rulers these refreshment rooms were big 
banqueting halls, but now why do you not give them to third class passengers? 
Instead of continuing them as European refreshment rooms they should be 
converted into Hindu tiffin rooms where Indian passengers can go and take 
-their food 

As regards buildings I find that they want to establish the Moghul rule again 
Why did they spend 20 lakhs on the huge buildings for Lucknow station? That 
building really is too big and is not necessary We have got these gubernatorial 
palaces but do not waste money on these palatial station buildings hereafter if 
you want really to make it an economic concern 

Lastly I come to rates and fares I should like the rates and fares to be to 
-adjusted as to increase the industry m this country Let there be flat rates, 
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jet there be zonal rates, let there be telescopic rates, now that a number of 
administrations has come under our charge When I come from Madras to 
Delhi, which is a distance of 1,300 miles, I do not get any benefit The M 
B M runs only 250 miles for which there is one rate, then there is the Nizam’s 
State Railway on which there is another rate, then there is the G I P which 
has its own rate If there are telescopic crates you will induce a larger number 
•of people to come m Also if you adjust your train services and other facilities- 
in order to induce a larger portion of trade, even if your rates and fares are not 
increased you will get the same amount of money if not more 

I have suggested a number of methods by which vve can augment the re¬ 
sources of the railways and in each of them vve will get sufficient money to make 
up the deficit that is sure to arise now that the war is over 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Su, 1 think I had better deal brat 
with a few of my Honourable friend Mi Ayvangar s points He said at the 
beginning that as a measure of retienchment he would suggest regrouping of 
railways Now, Sir, regiouping of railways has been under careful considera¬ 
tion for some time from the point of view of "securing greater efficiency on the 
railways a But I am not sure that the measures he suggests would be wise 
His suggestion was to put two or three systems under one General Manager 
For instance, m Calcutta I gather that he would have one General Managei for 
the B A Railway, the B N Railway and the El Railway The tendency of 
thought at the present time m regard to regrouping is that for efficiency you. 
probablv want rather smaller systems than vou have got today That is to say 
wheic you have got a very big system like the East Indian Railway, it may 
lead to gieater efficiency if you divide it up into two, and I do not myself feel 
that vou will get a great deal of etonoim in administration by regrouping the- 
railways But that is in no sense a dictum, we are going into this and m due 
course our proposals will be put before the appropriate body 

Then, bir, he suggested that there should be retrenchment of officers 
Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar l utirred to retrcnchu eni of offices 
as opposed to officers 

The Honourable Six Edward Benthall The officers hold the offices, and it 
comes to much the same thing He suggested retrenchment of offices, and I 
think he would give what was retrenched to the rest of the staff If he will 
look at the figures in the Administration Report and work it out he will find 
that if we retrench the whole of our officers—the whole gazetted staff mclud 
mg the lower gazetted staff—and distribute it among the rest of the staff, on 
a rough calculation the rest of the staff would get only Rs 2/12/ per month 
His next suggestion was reduction of salaries and lie was in favour of a 
maximum salary of one thousand five hundred rupees Tf you ledute the 
salaries of all officers above one thousand rupeis to one thousand, you can only 
give eight annas per month to the lest of the staff But as, foi instance, we are 
today giving* Rs 13/8/- or Rs 13 m grain shop benefits alone, tlia Honourable 
Me i nbei will see that it is an infimtcsuml iniuunt when dstrluitrd irnong 
the lest of the staff I suggest that if you want to reduce everybody s salarv 
to a maximum limit perhaps the best way would he to do it bv taxilion I 
am only throwing out a suggestion so that the merchant princes of the country 
would be reduced ns the) are m the Dinted Kingdom, to a dead level of £0,000 
maximum or perhaps Rs 80,000 per annum That would not be fearfully 
popuhi among all sections of the House One could introduce an Estate Duty 
at the same time But it is not reasonable to expect that you would get the 
best class of officer, Indian or European, if you make the emoluments of ser¬ 
vice very much lower than what can he got outside To get a good class of 
officers you have got to make the top jobs reasonably attractive 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar* What about the Railway Clearing Office’' 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall r cannot deal wuh all mv Honourable 
friend’s points but with regard to the Railway Clearing Office I went into that 
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[Sir Edwaid Benthall J 
with the late Financial ConinnsBiouer, Mr Zahid Husain, 18 months ago, and we 
then caine to the conclusion that the continuance of that office was desirable It 
ilias been under consideration from the point of view of economy on several 
occasions but the general conclusion hitheito has been that you would not get 
much economy 01 increased efficiency dt is an open point which is always worth 
re-investigation, but that is the result of our past investigations 

My Honourable friend mentioned coal raisings Those are really matters for 
the Industries and Supplies Department But I think he is quite wrong m 
suggesting that flic s< ope of the Coal Inquiry is too narrow If my Jlonour- 
<tble friend would see the qucstiomnme Miat has been put ou f , it is a colnss il 
string of question and covcis an cxUunely wide ground, in fact, J think the 
whole giound T do not think it nn be s ud tli it the teinis of u fi relict ire 
lestiuted I noticed my Honourable friends leinarks on stores, on third class 
passengiis, on buildings and refreshment looms uid also oil the late of inteiest 
M\ Honoui.ibli ft lend siiggi sted tint \\< should doit debentures on railways 
at 1 pit tint uistc id ot tiiiummuit pay ng .5 48 pir cult lo wlicli figure 't 
his i ome down May I explain that it conies down each year recording tp 
the ivcngi iati ot mterist on Goveinincnt’s total outstHiding biArowings 
Therefore new borrowings which are now at about 3 per cent will gradually 
bung it down i uli ii n 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir This money we have aheady bonowed 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Yes, for the purpose largely of rail- 
w iys Rut 1 ini grateful to my Honourable friend s suggestions They are 
attempting to unit the situation but is [ shall go on to point out I do not 
think tlui silicon! 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Wh it m yom suggestions > 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall l mi coming to them My Honour¬ 
able irifnd the .Mour, i hnanciei of gieat stature whosi mind is as broad as 

111 IS long 

Shn Sn Prakasa May his shadow never get less 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall My Hououiablc inend has said that 
we must examine the problem of how we are going to meet the diminishing 
receipts with expenses probably more or less stable, at any rate lagging behind 
the lall in leceipts Well, Sir, when you turn to economy the first thing you 
have to look tit is the biggest item of your expenses, that is, staff If you would 
look at page 3 of tin Explanatoiy Memorandum, you will find m para 9 that 
m 1938 39, our expenses on staff were 35 09 crores and they rose in 1915 4b to 
75 11 ciores, that is the increase of 40 crores which I mentioned m my budget 
speech That is a total of 75 crorcs out of a total of ordinary working expenses 
excluding special adjustments for locomotives, of 119 crores, that is to say, 75 
crores out, of 119 crores is represented by staff Well, Sir, we are up against'the 
problem of what to do You tan adopt a strictly ccommie line and theieby 
reduce the numbers As my Honourable friend Prof T< inga said yesterday, vou 
should increase the efficiency Reducing numbers »nd increasing efficiency 
would also thereby increase the chance of each individual getting better pay 
But tli it would mean driving % laige number of meii out of work You can 
keep the same number of men as you have got and reduce their emoluments 
right, through That, of course, would be very strongly resisted, and it is not 
Government’s plan This therefore rules out economy in the biggest, item of 
expenditure It is a very serious problem and one that we have got to try and 
meet The (iovi rnincnt s policy is 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Is the middle course 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall’ Government has a very clear policy 
in this matter It would like of course to increase every railwayman’s wages 
to, «av, the standard of the British or the American railwayman It would 
like to do that, but it would not be the right thing A« Prof Ranga said you 
must keep the level of your railway workers and other Government workers 
roughly in accord with the standard of the community as a whole What we 
are trying to do at the moment is to create work in and for the railways, and 



HA1LWAY BLDGFl—LIST OF DEMANDS • 1627 

me believe that so long as you can keep up the railway activity, there is a fair 
chance of keeping in employment the bulk of the' railway workers As Mr 
Guruswami said in his last speech on the subject you should keep these men as 
long as there is work in the Department That is what we are trying to do 
We are not trying at the moment to go in for a policy of rigid retrenchment 
in the railways either by reducing the numbers or by reducing the pay What 
we aie trying to do is the constructive policy of trying to keep the railways 
busy Two other items on which you would naturally look for economy would 
be coal and stores I will not dwell on these, but I pointed out in my budget 
speech that our coal bill had gone up by no less than 12 crorcs of rupees 
Obviously at some time or other there is room for very considerable economy 
•there, and in my opinion the present basis cannot exist for ever As regaids 
stores prices, we do not know what the general level of stores prices, of steel, 
cement, and a hundred and one other articles that are wanted on the railway, 
will be, but one hopes that there will be a reduction m the prices of the very 
h?avv item of stoies which we consume But I am inclined to agree that we 
cannot bridge the gap merely by economy . 

• The IJonouiable the Mover asked how are going to meet the budget of 
1947 48 I understmd that was the purport of Ins speech We come back to 
tilt old question of wilt lint \ou ue gong fo effect these economies in staff and 
coal or otherwise or whether if you cannot keep up the quantum of your ti afhc, 
you will have to increase the rates and fares Obviously—and I pointed this 
out m 1944 in my budget speech—to mu ease the rates and fares at a time 
when ti ado was in difficulties and the level of prices was falling would be a 
veiy serious burden on traders It is a thing that we want to avoid 

Now, Sir, I do not propose to indicate a budget for 1947-48, but what I have 
tried to do in this budget is to secure that the railways are in the best possible 
financial position at this critical juncture in India s history and to pose the 
problems of the future I have hot tried to settle these interlinked problems 
but only to bring to the notice of*the House what they are I have also indi¬ 
cated that there is likely to be a gap and the question is how to bridge it 
Tirst, liowevei are we certam that there need be a gap at all Till there is a 
gap, I think wc should adopt wliat I regard as a more constructive policy of 
tivmg to in itc woik We, tlu Government as a whole ire aun ng at an ex¬ 
panding economy generally arid the railways are trying to make their contnhu 
tion to it We have relatively* a very heavy programme of rehabilitation and 
we ire going ahead with all the activities that are likely to lead to further employ¬ 
ment, we aie going ahead with loco works, we are going ahead with a policy of 
new construction This is not very heavy this year because before you can 
embark on new construction, you will have to get out your surveys knd lay your 
plivis and all that takes time But a new construction will consume steel aiul 
cement, it will occupy labour and it should help in keeping the general economy 
• of the country going, that is to say it will help the steel works and 
P M it will help the cement woiks 
Shrt Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Non Muhamnudan Bui il) 
What about the surveys alieady completed? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall There aie veiy few of them which’ 
are completed up to a stage wheie you can start work, but wlieie thev aie 
completed we are endeavouring to start 

If we are going to get through the difficult period which is ahead of us, we 
have, in my opinion, got to make a very wise and careful use of our reserves 
It is tempting to spend all the money we have got m creating activity at 
the moment, but if we squander away om reseives now, we shall come to 
a period of real slump when we will have nothing to spend You have an 
example of that in the past history, In the goodish timeb in the twenties 
•we spent lavishly and when we came to the thirties and ought to have spent 
money to keep up the economy of the Railways and the country m general we 
had not got much left to spend And, therefore. Sir, we consider that it is 
a wise policy that we should have a steady planned programme for all these 
post-war works We are, for instance, planning the production of engines 
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and wagons on a more or less stead} basis over a number ol years, a programme 
which we hope will not be affected by fluctuations in business activity generally 
Whether times are good or tunes art, bad we hope to keep going a steady 
programme ol construction 

Then, Sir, another requisite to enspre a sound position in the future is a. 
sound correlation of our rates and fares structure with the structure of our 
wages and other expenditure I do not think I need go into that 1 do not. 
want to be controversial again aftei yesteiday, but, b l, one of the props which 
we were looking to lor future stability was knocked away yesterday As the 
Wedgewood Report pointed out, load competition had taken away 4J crores 
from the Railways before the war, and, if 1 remember aright, the Wedgewood 
Committee expected it to double in the following decade If you take the 
lesson of what happened in the United States, you will find that between 1921 
and 1939 they closed, owing to competition from other ienns of transpoit, no 
less than 22,000 route miles, that is to say they closed a route mileage equiva¬ 
lent to half the mileage of the whole Indian Railways, and 38 per cent of the 
American Railways, that is about 2,40,000 miles, were not paying even their 
interest I don t want to dilate onithu, but obviously it you have lilt got a 
coordinated policy, well, vvhoevei is in charge o f Railway finances m the future 
16 bound to have a much more difficult time 

Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Why dun t you think of coastal shipping 
also ? ont 

■fhe Honourable Sir Edward Benthall We hate We raised the lailway 
poit to port rates in oidei to make them level with the coastal lates, in order 
that shippers may not lose by being foiled to ship their goodb by seacnSea< 
rates had gone mhn.tely higher tliau rail lates, that is why we had to do it 
Thev are co-ordinated , 

i inally, on looking to the future and trying to get ail expanding and stable 
economic position, the countiy as a whole has to depend upon a period of 
tranquility, a tune when business people can go ahead with their schemes of 
production in confidence, and that depends upon a sound and stable political 
position which we hope will be fotthcommg as a result of the discussions If, 
on the contrary, you have penods of disturbance, business will be affected, 
railways will be affected, and there wall be less qbviously for everyone to eat 
oi to wear 

1 think that coveis, in broad outline, the soit of polu v which we have in 
mind for stabilizing the future financial position of the railways As I sud m 
my budget speech, I don’t think the financial position is at all unsound It 
is not as healthy as one would have wished Possibly on auothei cut motion 
we shall deal with the question of the healthiness of the depreciation fund, but, 
on the whole, I th.nk I can siy with i good ronsuence that the railway 
finances are m a sounder position than they have evei been before I should 
like to take this opportunity of recognizing the assistance that wc have had 
from the Standing Finance Committee and from other committees of the 
House Naturally we don t alwavs agree ami we have not been able to accept 
every one of their recommendations, but I think we have accepted a good 90i 
per cent of them, and I think that on the whole the results of the co-operation 
between the Standing Finance Committee and the Government li ive led to a 
position which is not unsound, and I fully believe that the same courage and 
wisdom will he found in dealing with problems of the future, problems far more 
difficult than we have had in the last five years 

I have tried to cover the ground that my Honourable friend opened up I 
hope he finds what I have said reasonably satisfactory, nnd will not press his 
motion I hope this time I am not hoping in vam 

Sri 11 Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Rs 100 is nothing in Rs thnty-five 
croies 

Mr President Would the Honourable Member like to withdraw his motion ? 

Mr 0. P Lawson. Sir, I did not anticipate that the Honouable the War 
Transport Member would be up quite so soon since only one Honourable Member 
has sjjoken since the mover 
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Mr President I will make the position cleai It was not with a view to 
reply that I called upon the Honourable -the War Transport Member to speak 
It was arranged yesterday that somebody on behalf of Government will put 
the Government case before the House and then the motion will be discussed 
The Honourable Member will have the right to ieply afterwards 
, Dr Sir Zia Uddln Ahmad. Mr Hrftzel has raised the very important 
questton of railway economy, which I suppose nobody has ever considered, 
that is the relation of the operating ratio to the income aud to the rates and 
faies The operating ratio is a subject to which very few financiers of economy 
pay set.ous attention 

Sri M Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar On a point of inforinat on What is 
the operating ratio unless it has some reference to the income ’ 

Dr Sir Zia Uddln Ahmad The operating rat o is the expenditure div ded 
bv the gross income In boom time tin operating rat o comes down and in thf 
taw ot depression the operating ratio always goes up and then we judge the wel¬ 
fare of the railway employees and measure it by means of the 
operating ratio In the period of'greaUst di piesxion m 1931 
which «the House remember^, we • had betn hght ng all the 
tunc on the door of the House that K'l'vvay employes should not be retrenched 
Out operating ratio at that time was «rathu low In fact it ought 
to have been much more during the time of depiesson and 1 quoted at that 
time some figures which are reallv exceedingly important During the time 
of depression the operating ratio in Ind’a was only 65 0) and it was the low-est, 
except that for Japan where it was 61 77 The operating ratio at the time 
of the greatest depression in the United Kingdom was 81 25 , in Denmark 102 
and Dunce 110 That is the expenditure was greater than the gross income 
at the tune of the depression, and then the question arose how is this to be 
met and the deficit should always # be met bv a special fund which is called the 
Equalisation Fund, which mv ir^nd has d.vided up into three heads railed 
Depreciation Reserve Fund, Reserve Fund and Betterment Fund I always 
felt that there should be one fund to meet all the troubles mclud’ng the troubles 
that arise in the time of the depression, when the operating ratio is greater 
and must be met by this Equalisation Fund The second point to which 
Mr Hirtzcl’s attention has nqt been drawn is—1 woudtr if he has studied it— 
that in every other country there is one operating ratio In India there are 
two If you consult ‘the'Stafistique national des claimns de far de Monde’ 
you will find that on the operating ratios of all the countries of the world— 
and the operating ratios of 74 countries—are given—for every country there 
is one operating ratio given Tn the case of India there are two operating 
ratios, one with the Depreciation Fund and the other without it and d'fference 
be^veen them is abnormal I calculated the true operating ratios and published 
in my book This shows that wc are the only country which has not made 
up its mind what the Depreciation Fund reallv is Ts it a reserve oi an ex¬ 
penditure ? • That is the reason why we have two Depreciation Funds The 
War Transport Member has been talking of business method but th’s part of 
the business never entered into his head or of any Railway man in any other 
countrv Why should there be two operating ratios for India and one for 
the rest of the world ? This means that the whole theory of his depreciation 
requires very serious consideration and should be brought on the level of the 
theory in other countries, because we are not the only country that runs 
railwavs There are other countnes whose railway systems are much better 
and whose financial arrangements are superior to ours In this inattei w r e 
should not make any attempt to give a lead because the lead is the mislead 
Depreciation should be deprecation and not reserve 

The other thing which is very useful is that m the operating ratio there is 
one expenditure which ought to be taken into consideration That is the 
expenditure which we have to incur on account of the dearness allowance 
Dearness not only in wages but also in the price of coal ,The dearness allowance 
is an expenditure which is very peculiar and is due to the fall in the purchasing 
power of the rupee In this case a third operating ratio ought to havf beer 
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shown in the current budget, the operating ratio after making the deame6B 
allowance to see how dearness allowance affects oui operating rato 

if you have studied lates and faies, 1 am inclined to bel eve ihat the rise 
in the opeiating ratio, due to the lull m the purchasing power of the rupee 
must also influence your rates and fafes If your operating ratio rises on 
account of the fall m the purchasing power ot the rupee naturally the purchasing 
powei of the rupee must affect the lates and faies Why should it affect only 
the wages, only the food, the clothing, the ekka-wallahs ? Why not the 
railways as well? Therefore the rates and faics should be increased if theie 
is a depression in the purchasing value of the lupee If there is a fall in the 
purchasing power of the lupee then eveiy business, every form of transport 
raises its lates and fares, then I think it is just and leusonable that the 
railways should follow suit It is not increasing the rates and fares The 
increase is only visible on account of the conti iction of the measuring roc^ 
The purchasing powei of the rupee has iallen and therefore it will effect the 
prices of all ai tides all forms of wages and rates of transpoit It ought to be 
clearly stated in framing the theory .of lates and fares whether your operating 
ratio is due to the fall in the purchasing power of the rupee, and to the same 
extent, I think, the lates and faips ought to be increased That is one point 
which my friend the Railway Transport Member repeatedly laised on the floor 
of the House, but he could not give sufficient reasons to convince us that they 
ought to be laised 

Therefore, I think the whole of this question which Mr II rtzel has laised 
requues veiy caieful consideration and I do not think we have any railway 
economist in India who is studying 111 s pioblcm I tliuik the Railway Eoaid 
ought to take up the formal study of tins question, that is the relation between 
the operating ratio, intome whitcvci it may lx,, tlic linnnei in vvlicli the losses 
should In borne m the time ot dcpnssion and/In n effect on the i lies and fins 
Of couise dining i time ot dtpnssiuu, you cannot possibly mcic ise, otheiwise 
ihe di mission ml In mini nn»i null Tin losses m tli it c isi ought to in 
home by some lcscivc if it is due to olhei causes that should he taken into 
account Thtre'oic, the iclation ot these three iactois ought to be studied 
I uii _>1 id th u itti ill on has been di iwn to tins and that somebody ntciested 
m tins will main m ittcmpt to solve the problem 

Prof N G Ranga Ti mnot agite wltli iny Honou?iblt tiicnd, Di /ia I dd n 
when he sa\s ai such i hghtheuted inaiinei that the question ot raising iah s 
, and I ucs, with spiml reference to wlivt lie calls nil ition, should In ic 
examine d Sn, it in flat on then has been, this question should lnve been 
tikm up six vins igo Government, toi then own good lcasons did not take 
it up because iccord’ng to tin prevailing lates ind faies, Government w is 
loadtd with such high piotits tint they wen able to disgoigt huge portions of 
it in order to ipp iv whit e mild not lie pud, the accumulated deficits m regard 
to the railway conveisiou and also to place quite laige quantities of money in 
the 1 Depreciation Tund, etc Now rveiybody knows tint efforts ue being 
made, though not with much success foi the Government to effect a reduction 
in tin. total quantity of money that is in c rculat on, and it s feared also in 
very many quarters that Tndia as well as the list o f the world may verv soon 
tome to be ficed with an economic depression Is this the time when we 
-hould be thinking of ra smg lates and fares merely on the plea that there has 
been t’ll now in inflation m our currency circulation and therefore money has 
hecome cheaper and so people may be made to pay more and more ’ I 
ccrtn.nlv cannot agree with my Honourable friend Dr Zia Uddin Ahmid This 
certainly is uot the time 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad Your measuring iod is the purchas ng power of 
paper rupee 

Prof N G Ranga I do not know what the Honourable Member means 
by ‘measuring rod’ We know one thing that is that money is going to become 
dearer and dearer Therefore it will be more and more difficult hereafter for 
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people to continue to pay the same rates and fares Therefore th s Is not the 
•time when that ought to be considered 

Then he referred to the working expenses and the ratio There are two 
ratios in this country There is only one in America We know that with the 
iratios that we have today our lailways are making such a bad show of it I 
-do hope that there will be only one rat^o I am not one of those people who 
think that Indians today pay much less than what ought to be paid for the 
services rendered by tin, railways Therefoie I cannot igite with my Honour 
able friend and I tiust that the Its Iw.iy Menibei wi'l not run away with this 
little bit that is thrown to them by my Honourable friend and then start 
inquiring afresh into the necessity or otherwise for the rev s on of rates and fares 
to the detriment of the users of the railways 

Mr 0 P Lawson Mr President, to speak on th-s particular subject is a 
little off my beat T have rarely spoken on a Ruilvvay Budget before nor h.iv t 
I belonged to any of the Railway Committees That removes from me any 
inhibitions or any wish to deal with mv but tin bro idest issues I am concern! d 
•mainly with the concluding portion of the JTouourable the War Transport 
Memberls Budget speech from which 1 take the following extract 

the one b u it essential which Ins to bo f.< *1 >= tin war time let? ty of high level of 
opt rating tints mtl the postwn ttimiiulmi it- tqi uneiuties togcthei with j, lew' of ixl-s 
uid fares out of tune with the genual level of prices ' 

Now, that, Sir, was the basis on which this cut motion was moved and 
viewing it from a purely lay pont of view and nob th nking of anything in the 
way of reserve or amortisation funds and the like, it seems to me thit this 
danger has got to be faced m one or two ways Either the Railways have got 
to make money or they have got to save money I think it will generally be 
admitted that it is far better to make money if vvc> can and save money too 
but the making of money by the Railways would quite clearly be the moie 
advantageous form I will not conceal fiom the House that I am afraid of 
retrenchment I fear that there would be a loss of efficiency I fear that any 
attempt to retrench to the extent that will be required to meet what seems to 
me to be a laige and widening diffeience between revenue a .d expenditure, 
any attempt to meet that sum bv retrenchment will undoubtedly, to my mind, 
lead to a loss of efficiency It may in fact impiove your financial position and, 
at the same time, increase your accidents So, Sir, I would like to direct my 
attention to the methods whereby the Railways might try and mike a little 
money, make a bit more tfian is ordinarily adumbrated in the'r normal planning 
Thcur planning, if 1 may say so, seems to me to be a rather paroch al type, of 
planning dealing, I suppose, quite naturally with railway affairs, w thout veiy 
much regard to whether the railway affairs will cro-s the affairs of other 
denutmemts It seems to me. Sir, th U quite apart Tom making mom v tin 
Railways as a verv 1 irge, shall l -iv bu-oness lmdpitakmg, hive got to 
consoler the type* of money male mg which will induce industrial at tn it v, 
which will iltogether hot up the gemnl process, which T take to lie i piott-s 
based on In expansion st theorv Well, now wliat particular pioct —,es that 
the Railway might employ would be most likely to boost ancillmv forms of 
activity? Foi instance, let us tons’dtr the manufacture of new rulwiv lints 
Thinking ol it purclv is a busini ss pioposition, there will be e irth vvoik tin re 
will he libom employed, there will In steel To a large extent vou will he 
using laboiii vou will be using m iterial whit ■ will have to be brought md tint 
is all good But what other piojeets ,ut tlieie which would endue < wider md 
larger activities T am thinking, foi instance, of building, wh cli \ think s 
generally taken to be a form of activitv wh eh throws the net wide 
An Honourable Member Uupioductive 

Mr 0 P Lawson I am coming to that 1 little litci W ul a minute 
In thinking of building mv mind, again puiely lay, with no knowledge of 
the working of the Railway Member’s mind, which is undoubtedly as lirge 
as is his stature and the stature of the mover—I am struck by the possibility 
of building railway hotels I thmk anybody who has travelled abroad and 
certainly anybody who visits this country, is immediately struck bv tjje low 
standard of hotels in this country All other countries have railway hotels, 
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which bring in a considerable amount of revenue Why should we not have?' 
some decent railway hotels or even some decent hotels in this country ? 
(Interruption by Prof N G Ranga) I was just waiting for a scream of protest 
troni Prof Ranga, who I bee getting leudv to spring, whenever 1 mention even 
the smallest matter which might be described as a luxury I think I heard my 
fnend Mr Ayyangar say just now that 'lie would consider no item of retrench 
ment too small May 1 match that remaik of h.s on the other side by saying 
that I consider no item of proht too small I know that Mr Ranga and others 
would like to increase the wages ol the lower grades and decrease the wages of 
the uppci grades until in due course ol time eveivbody would be on a common 
wage I do not huow how that would suit certain, say, High Court barristers, 
who get large fees for their briefs I do not know how it would even suit 
members of this House, whose allowances have increased since the war started, 
certainly more than the 8 per cent that has been put on the rates and fares 
of the lailways But the point that I was getting to was this that if th§ 
happy state of affairs that Prof Ranga and possibly others would like was 
achieved, and everybody reached « common wage, I will guarantee that at 
the end of the first year there would be a certain section ot the public with’ 
money in hand and a certain section of the public that were owing money to 
the lest Now, will there be any harm in making a little profit by relieving the 
people who have got the money—they will always exist—so if they will only 
hand out their money by buying luxuries, is there any particular harm m 
supplying them with the luxurits that they can pay for and make them pay 
foi it l Eveiy tune we nienton hotels or ail conditioned coaches and like luxu- 
nes, 1 get ready for the launching of an attack from the othei side But I 
am not cutting out the amenities for the poor, I am not cutting out any kind 
of development of that sort But if by making some little advance in the 
direction of touching the luxury trade our railways can make a bit more money 
I would very much like to see them do so 

Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mav I remind my Honour ible frend 
that we are all for departmental catering > Wc have been insisting upon it 

Mr 0 P Lawson I thank my Honourable iriend that is cert,iinly one of 
the forms let us have departmental catering—large establishments and good 
meals which would be a nice change from the present 

Prof N G Ranga While all others go starving, you want to hive sump 
tuous meals? 

Mr O P Lawson I do not want anybody to starve and I do not suggest 
dor a moment anything in the way of sumptuous meals I am merely trying 
in the sense of this cut motion to suggest means whereby extra profits are 
made m other countries and whereby profits could equally be made in this 
country, I do not see any particular objection to that 

Another point, and I do not know whether thi Railway benches will have any 
chance to reply to it today, is this I was wondering whether they had consi¬ 
dered the possibility of money making out of the \ inous livdio-electnc schemes 
that are now on the stocks These vanous hvdro electnc schemes are of course 
largely under provincial direction, and I dare sav as usual there are a certain 
amount of water tight compartments going on those subjects which are provin¬ 
cial hubjects are being closely associated with these hydro-electric schemes— 
agriculture and so on, irrigation and the like are very closely associated, and 
I am wondering—we have not heard for some time or to what extent railways are 
concerning themselves with these hydto electric srhemes and the utilisation 
of cheap power It seems to me that on the Bombay side they seem to run very 
efficient electric service on the trains and with the very cheap power that these 
hvdro electnc schemes seem likely to produce there seems to me no reason why 
there should not be a saving in coal costs and a eeitain help there 

Now, I do not propose to touch the vexed question of rates and fares 
although of course there is no question that the ordinary business method of 
getting yourself out of a financial fix is the normal one of charging people a bit 
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«nore It seems to me that if you do embrace an expansionist theory, you have 
got to embrace that 111 all ltb aspects The possibility of one particular portion 
of youi expansionist theory being retaided while all the rest are advanced seems 
to me to be wrong, particularly since all these various departments are depen¬ 
dent on one another That is to sav, jf one paiticular form of transport, say, 
the lailways, starts to lose money and go down-hill, its effect is wide, and all 
other forms not only of transport but of business must go the same way, and 
if that is the case I think you are tailing between two stools and not going the 
wvay things should go 

'these are just a few of the points I wanted to put forward as constructive 
suggestions as to means whereby rt venue might be increased I could put over 
a lot more which possibly would be nioie in the nature of a debate on the actual 
forward plans of the railway 'That must he i pleasure that I must save up 
,foi the War Transport Member for a later day, and I will leave it there 

Sir Oowasjee JehajJfir: Sir, I do not intend to take up very much of the 
, precious time of the House But this debate reminds me of the many waimugs 
we haifc given the Honourable Member lfi charge of the railways during those 
years m which money flowed into Ins coffers I can well remember the days 
when the railways made losses, year in and year out During those diys, as 
the Honourable M<ember has reminded the House, according to the convention, 
the railways were made to pay a certain amount to the general treasury and 
it was debited to the railways when they could not pay When the time came, 
when money rolled into the coffers of the railways, what happened to tint 
•convention? It was promptly put into the waste paper basket Moneys weie 
taken away to the general treasury Even a sufficient amount was not set 
aside for the depreciation fund, till a committee had to be appointed and the 
committee made the railway department put aside what they thought was a 
reasonable amount for depreciation 

[At this stage Mr President vacated the Chair which was then occupied by 
Mr Deputy President (Sir Mohammad Yamm Khan)] 

Our expenditure has gone up by leaps and bounds because the activities of 
the railways went up by leaps and bounds There is no convention in existence 
[ presume that it will be onS of the duties of the Honourable Member m charge 
to place before this House a convention to take the place of the one that 
has been put into the waste paper basket I do not know when he will do it, 
when that event will take place I presume he intends to appoint a com-, 
mittee to go into the quest on—there was a committee in existence, I do not 
know what has happened to that committee That has gone into the waste 
papei basket too for the time being, but something will have to be done, and 
a new convention will have to be studied by this House and brought into 
existence When that is done and we fix the question of depreciation, th»n 
we shall perhaps be in a better position to judge of the future of the railways 
I was just saying that oui activities on the railways have gone up by leaps ancl 
bounds Due to the war the railways had to employ men m much laiger 
numbers than they have ever done before m the history of the railways Those 
activities are now decreasing, and what is the agitation we_ find all over the 
country—that there should be no retrenchment, that they should go on emplov 
mg men that they really do not require Well, if that is the proposal, that has 
to be seriously considered I see the point that vou cannot suddenly thrust large 
numbers of people into unemployment The taxpayer has to pay for it H» 
pays for it in one way or another The railways belong to the taxpaver Go 
on employing these men in the railways even if it means a loss and don’t put 
them into the streets—I can understand that point of view Tf that point of 
view is to be accepted, then it is no use talking about your ratio of costs You 
are incurring costs deliberately m order to stop unemployment It is a head of 
■expenditure which you are incurring for a particular purpose—nothing to do with 
•the railways You are creating work in order to employ a certain number of 
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men Well, that question will have to be considered most seriously 1 would 
bey the Honourable House to realise that the Hallways aie a great asset of the 
country Tae country cannot attoid to play about with the finances of their rail- 
wavs I hey must go back to pie-wai mentality Our coat must be cut accord¬ 
ing"^ to our cloth We cannot afford to go m for luxuries when we cannot affoid 
them Some of my Honourable friends sitting behind me will say that the 
railways have no right to retrench the men that they have employed They 
must hud work It that is the point of view, then let us not talk of the railways 
being a business concern JLct us tall it a pme and simple philanthropic institu¬ 
tion, a charity to keep up employment Now that the w ir is over, the whole 
debate seems to me to be i ither piemature We do not know what the Con¬ 
vention is We do not know what the Finance Mcmbei has to say ubout his 

si, ue of the piohts, if there are profits It theie are tosses, is ho going to share 

the losses' We do not know whether a reasonable amount of depreciation in¬ 
going t > be allowed to the railways Or, is there gou^fo bt quibbling on the 

question of dcpiei l ition 1 Js there going to be •uguments ’ 1 would again 

ipj,, ,i to the H ini to tie.it tus matter m the most serious manner p&feible cr 
c si tlu' lailwavj inste 1 1 o being a great asset to the countiv may become v 
ciusi oi the gieitcst anviely We line seen profits xiul \\( hive seen losses 
In the days of piofits, warnings were not heeded Tile days of lobses are coming 
and steps" will have to he taken to see that those losses «ue cut m a way that 
is the most equitable for ‘'l concerned 


Mr Muhammad Nauman T shomd not have got up to speak on this out 
motion but for the fact that certain remaiks were made by Sir Cowasjee Jehangir 
and otlui liunibeis w u> sud tli it we hive got to debut >ur policy as to the 
tin in li position .>1 tie »mlw iy& ill lclation tq'tlu guieril evchcquei Whether 
the gun i il c v la quci is omg to he i putv to oin 1 .ss< s <a not is in issue which 
Sn Cowasjee Jehangir thinks this House must decide once for all Personally 1 
behew that file guieiil i chi quel Ills got to be m^pon-oble ic l the looses in 
Riil'v ivs so long as Itailwavs uc taken is “Public utilitv oig mis itiou’ is well 
Now, I mi not going to s i\ whethu the i.nlw ivs sli add t ike 'ip i elrt nr hnn nt or 
not md whether they should employ men im -.pecme ot tin lar t th it they 
rerpnit them or not W i it w»* hive suggi-did ail tilong is that tin railways 
should take up such piojccts as would be piohtab'e to the railw iys as a business 
coini in ind give cinplovment to is many men ns possib'e 1 tom the very 
beginning my position has been that I have never opposid icticnchment in prm- 
eip'e I have alwavs saul th it no Ooverumint in tli \ orld can maintain a war 
time organisation m noimal eondit on No oiganisation, big or small, nlwstys 
or otlnrs i an maintain all those employees whom tluy recruit* d for a paiticular 
contingency but certainly it is open to us to advise"the l.ulwsys to find new 
piojccts which would absorb as many of them as possible and practicable In 
this connection my learned friend Mr Lawson speaking before Sir Cowasjee- 
Tehangir has already suggested the idea of the Ttadwav Hotel and departmental 
catering 1 am Letting confirmation from Mi Lawson tint the departmental 
catering slum rl In t iken up and al 1 these contracts which c\i«t in the railways 
should be done iwav v. ith, for catering, for ernplov merit of t oolies, for pay and 
cash establishment for raising of coal from collieries and many others The less 
said about corruption m the contract system the better The less said about 
food supplied by these contractors the better This House has been considering 
this issue for very minv years In spite of all inquiries that the Hallway 
authorities have made they have not been able to implement these assurances 
mid those recommendations which we have made from time to time The 
Honourable Member Jor War Transport this time has promised to go into these- 
things one by one and probably we would have the satisfaction of seeing that 
we have got the nght kmd of thing that we wanted and that all contracts 
systems are abolished 
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Another issue which I wanted to raise was with regard to the question put 
by the Honourable the Bailway Member a few days ago whether we would be a 
party to the raismg of rates of freight and fares on the Bailways My friend 
Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad said that as the buying capacity of the rupee has 
been diminished, probably there may be some justification in connection with 
the working ratio issue and m connection with the working expenses and the 
income position of the Railways and 1 am here to oppose it tooth and nail I 
agree with Prof Ranga when he said that you have no case for any increase 
Honourable the Railway Member said that 22,000 miles railway services had 1 
to be discontinued in the USA because they could not compete with the 
automobile road service there I am not going to indulge in that but I would 
just like to tell the Honourable Member 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall' It is a bit awkivaid for you to talk 
about it 

, Mr Muhammad Nauman The House has given <i vcidc^ on it 1 do not 
want to discuss a subject which has ilieadv been disiusstd und on which I have 
* already expressed an opinion I would like? to tell tin* Honouiable Memb*i 
that tlioSrates of fieighl and faies arc ilitfldi lugliei in this countij compared 
to the st uidaid of living m this count) v and the prr tapita wealth of India is 
they compaie With the standard of living dud thi per capita v eelth of othci 
couiitiics Docs the Honouiable Me mbei tor Railways know that the individual 
wealth m this country which means the per capita wealth is onlv about 11s b4, 
whereas that of the U S A is nearly Rs l,3o0 and that of U K is Rs 900’ 
As such the incidence of taxation by Railways or the effect of the rates and fares 
in this countiy is certunly by far the highest, than it is in those countries 

Anothei issue which I wanted to raise is this Do^s Ihe Government Mem¬ 
ber realist that the unount of contort tint he gives and the amount of amenities 
that lie has provided on the railways do not justifv tven that much as is pre 
wiling on tho Railways todav ’ Anv good companv ninth was being inn on 
the b .sis of pioht md loss would not line kept the tondit.ons of Pmlw rvs so 
distiessing as thev are todav The Honourable Member foi Government may 
ask me whv the Rmlwav Companies did n it impiove conditions when these 
railways were being managed,bv directors of commeicnl companvs° They did 
not improve bet ause they hid the Government of India’s guarantee foi a ceitain 
amount of interest to be p'Tud to them They knew that Ihe investment was a 
paying concern at all times anti if thev neglected the eountiv oi (lie business of 
effie’ent Railway service it will not be i matter of inv concern to them That 
is the position which the Honourable Memhei should icah«e I am onlv com¬ 
pelled to make these lemarhs because I notice that on previous occasions the 
Honourable Member tried to get an answer from this House as to how we would 
like ^ie increase of the rates of fares and freight As we were tiving to mciease 
the dearness allowance and to provide other amenities to labour he thought vv e 
could sanction him a lighter rate as well Naturally, there he meant that we 
have got to find monev from somewhere and the proposal that ho had in hi-, 
mind was by increasing the rates of freight and fares So far as the rate of 
freight for the movement of the commercial goods are concerned, I have not got 
much time to discuss it elaborately but the Honourable Member would see that 
no facilities have been provided for the mdustiial development or development 
of cottage industries and agricultural commodities of this countrv The rates 
are more favourable from port to port, and their means only imports and exports 
have got a certain advantage which the industrial production have not got in 
this country 

Now, I would like to say whether in anv countrv if these railways were to 
run definitely on a commercial basis, would they keep their concern m tKe 
condition in which they have been kept so far’ Would thev be so adamant in 
their policy and would they be so callous to all those things which have been 
said in this House from time to time’ Tn the last two days I think we^iave 
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told Government exactly what the country feels about the management of the 
railway administration We have told^ them how corruption, thefts and 
pefferages are going on, we have told them what has been their attitude in the 
matter of the settlement of claims Sir Edward Benthall happens to be a 
businessman of a very liigu order Could he tell me that Bird and Co would 
beli.ue like that if these railways weic owned by them, whose boss he happens 
to be ' I do not suppose m any countiy or in any business concern thib sort of 
thing would have been allowed to exist Things are going on m this fashion 
m tins country because its representatives have as yet no power or force to shape 
things to their own plan and can keep no check on the Railway Board In 
conclusion I would only suggest that Sir Edward Benthall should believe that 
the railways are a commercial concern and he should behave in the manner ’ll 
which a commercial concern should behave and should rely on the exchequer only 
for such contingencies which may arise and when we may have to bear the 
losses or share the profits as Railways are also utility concern, organisation 
Mr A C Turner (Government of India Nominated Official) Sir, the ques¬ 
tion of operatmg ratios has been laistd and 1 think very rightlv so Our work¬ 
ing expenses for 1945 46, that is, our revenue expenditure, excluding 1 special 
adjustments, comes to 119 crores and the gross revenue receipts are estimated 
at 225 crores That gives an operating ratio of 61 7 Next year our estimated 
gross receipts are 180 crores and the operatmg ratio rises to 73 4 Should we 
go back to our pre-war level of receipts, adding the 8 per cent increase in rates 
and fares the gross receipts would fall to 108 crores, which is below the present 
time revenue expenses In other words, the operating latio would be over 100 
bir, I think my Honouiable friend Mr Hirtzel .was very right in drawing atten¬ 
tion to that fact and it is a matter of considerable anxiety both to the Railway 
Board and to the Government, and so it should be to this House The picture 
is probably not quite so bad as this, because ll our gross receipts fall, there will 
be some, though not as much, full in our Vorking expenses However, the 
position, even allowing for that factor, is sufficiently serious 

I think there was a good deal m tv hat my Honourable friend Dr Sir Zia 
Uddm Ahmad said about the fall m the value of money That point was 
referred to by the Honourable the Leader of the House in his Budget speech 
when he pomted out that we are at present saddled with a level of rates and 
fares which is out oi keeping with the ordinary level of prices If prices keep 
up and if wages consequently, have to keep up then our working expenses are 
■ bound to remain high and surely m the end we may be forced to increase our 
rates and fares 

Prof. N. fl Ranga, Is it not a fact that during the depression there was no 
reduction m the rates and fares and that the rates and fares have be m 
continually increasing and not decreasing 9 

Mr A 0. Turner, Sir, I think there were some reductions r 

Prof. N. G. Ranga There were appreciable reductions Is that the informa¬ 
tion of the Honourable the Railway Member? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall My information is that there was 
no question of wholesale reduction but rates were constantly adjusted down¬ 
wards to meet, for instance, coastal shipping rates and also to meet road 
transport competition I recall, for instance, special rates m competition with 
road rates m the Punjab which were excessively low 

Prof N. G. Ranga* Was it not due here and there to local competition that 
they had to meet with the rates cf the coastal shipping? It was certainly not 
due to economic depression at all 

. A * Turner: 1 heard i* suggested from one quarter of the House today 
that the railways are creating unremunerative work I would like to dispel 
that impression That is not the policy of the railways The policy of the 
railways is to^find work which will be remunerative and keep the radwaymen 
Tf we fail to find remunerative work, we shall have no 
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option but to retrench and it will then be foi the Government as a whole to find 
work for the workers so displaced 

Another suggestion made was that the railways should go in for luxury 
hotels That evoked a certain amount of response from the other 
4 F M side . 

Mr Deputy President Has the Honouijble Member finished his speech? 

« Mr A C Turner Not yet, (Sir 

Mr Deputy President 'Ihc* Honourable Member s time is up and another 
cut motion will be taken up now it is now 4 o clock and the time of the 
Kuropean Group is finished 

Sri M Ananthasa/anam Ayyangar That means it is talked out 
Mr Deputy President, les, it is talked out Lei iuse the Honourable Member 
has not finished his speech in time 

• Now, we shill take up the cut motions of Unattached Members May I 
knov^ if any uirangement has been <onie to irnong the Unattached Membeis 
about the tune to be taken on each cut motion 

tt ColeDi J C Chatterjee We take out chances Theic is no arrange¬ 
ment # 

Sardar Mangal Singh (liast Punjih Sikh) fl is fitty fitty, Sir 
Mr Deputy President All light, Swdu Mangil Singh will move his amend 
meat 


Inadequate re indentation of SiUie in Hallway Service 6 

Sardar Mangal Singh Su, I move 

That tho Jem mil multi the laid Kniui} bond be i educed by Ks 100 ’ 

Su, i wish, by Hits Motion, to d#>cuss the inadequate repiebeutation of the 
Sikhs m the i ulw n stivucs bn, my justification tor coining before this 
tiououiablc House is tbit tlie points which we raised last year have not been 
ippreented iml comtdcd by the iluilway Uepaitinent 1 should not take up 
much ot tin lime ot tin ilousc, but I must sly thit we, the Sikhs, and our 
sistei community the Llnisti m* lia\e suffered tiom a particular disadvantage 
which L would icipiist tins House jo leilise The smaller minority communities 
consisting ot the Sikhs, the Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians and the Domiciled 
Europeans md the L’hims .iu hiackeitcd togethei and given 8 1/3 per cent 
representation in the services Now, Sir, from this share, the lion’s share has 
been taken may by the Anglo ludiaus and the Domiciled Buiopean community, 
ll 1 i^ny say so, without giwng am offence to my Honouiable inend behind me 
They aie cent pu cent htci itt md they have tasy access to the highei autho 
uties si^o make the appomtincnls Theielore we, the Sikhs and the Indian 
Christians suttei by this an mgement The population ot the smaller minority 
communities Ik 76 lakhs out ot which the Sikhs form 41 lakhs and the Indian 
Chnstiuns foun 83 lakhs 

Lt -Col Dr J C Chatterjee (Mom nated Non-Official) That is a matter 
o£ dispute 

Sardar Mangal Singh 1 subnet that this share should be divided among 
ourselves according to oui popul it'on ratio This is a sort ot family partition, 
By this arrangement, the interests of the Muslims or the Hindus are not affected 
in any way I do recognise the foicc of the claim of the Muslims that their 
share should be m ide up as t oon as possible In the railway services the 
Muslims are under repicsentcd and it is quite just and fair that they should be 
given due representat'on Similnly, we, the Sikhs and the Indan Christians 
also claim that our due share should also be reserved m this block, as the Anglo- 
Indians and the Domiciled Europeans are gaming at our expense This ib in 
a nutshell our whole case If we make this sort of family partit-on, then the 
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share of the bikhs would come lo about 4 5 pci cent At present we are hardly 
getting two pei cent Then, Sir, in the lecruitinent for this year, we have not 
got even this much In this yeai, altogether 107 appointments have been made 
to the superior services and only one Sikh has been taken Not only that, 
while making piomotions to the supeiior services 25 lower gazetted officers and 
subordinates wciu piomoted to ihe^supenoi services during the year Of these 
11 were Hindus, d Muslims, 3 Anglo Indians and one belonging to the Tarsi 
community and no bikh or Indian Christian was promoted Then, Sir, 25 
promotions were made to the lower gazetted services in the various depart¬ 
ments Ol tnesc IS Indians, 9 were Hindus, one Muslim, 6 Anglo-Indians or 
Domiciled Euiopeans and two Indian Christians and no Sikh Sir, my 
complaint is That even this 2 2 per cent which we were told last year we were 
getting as out shaic, even this much is not maintained while makmg recruit¬ 
ment to the sci vices The reason is that the Sikh community is largely 
concentrated m one Province, and recruitment is going on all over the country 
and the piescnt lules foi locally uciuited areas are defective Last year also, 
we submitted, myself and liiy^iucnd Saidar Sant Singli submitted, and made 
strong representations that these rules of reciuitment should be amended and 
that separate share of services should be reserved for the Sikhs ' But I am 
sorry to say the Government of India in the Hallway Department have not given 
their attention to (Ins question We say, Sn, injustice is done to us even in 
this House Wlilc discussing these cut mot ons, about four hours have been 
allotted to the European Gioup consisting of eight or nine Members, while we, 
here, twenty unattached members are given only one hour to move our cuts 
Mr F J Griffiths (Assirn European) We are a Group 
Sardar Mangal Singh But we aie 20 m numbers while you are ohly eight 
or nine 


Mr P J Griffiths Then come and joi l us 

Sardar Mangal Sffigh It you can tolerate my beard and admit me Now, 
Sir in the case ot reciuitment to the superior services, the same is the story 
Out of 2,000 peisons lcciuited, there aie only 20 Sikhs So, I request the 
Honouiable the Railway Mcmb r to look into this question also He can take 
steps m two directions, histly he should fax a separate share for the Sikhs and 
Indian Christians and secondly he should make some amendments in the rules 
for recruitment 1 see on the GIT where the population of the minority 
communities is less, in the rccruitmept for smaller minorities more share is 
given, while m N W R , although the population of the minority communities 
is much greater, only six ptr cent is reserved for their lecruitinent I would 
submit that just as lules have been framed for recruitment to take m more 
Muslims, similarly on the same lines rules to take m the Sikhs and Ihdian 
Christians should be fr lined so that our deficiencies may be made up in the next 
few years Sir, with these words, I move 
Mr. Deputy President Cut motion moved 


That the demand undet the head ltailwiy Board’ be reduced by Rs 100” 

Sflrdnr’ < M L tt Dr i J °i ° haUer l ee ^ Ir Dt P ut y President, my Honourable friend 
Sardar Mangal Singh has referred to my community in such, shall I sav 
affectionate terms that Heel that lt ,s my bounden duty to stand up and support 
his Motion But Sn, I do so for very different reasons I feel. Sir, that m 
wnntTn'n 8 J“ S ^ otlon ’ 1 shou.d slate here and now and clearly that! do not 
want to participate in this struggle for loaves and fishes Nor do I plead for any 
more miserable crumps of office for my own community Sir, I stand up and 
support the motion in order to register an emphatic protest against the whole 
system of recruitment to public offices in this country I think it is a crying 
disgrace that the public services of this country should be recruited on any basil 
of communal representation at all There was a time when a man’s best qua“ 
fication for holding office, and particularly a good office, under Government was 
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the pigment of his skm Now it is becoming increasingly, and I think even more 
unfortunately, clear that the first and foremost qualificat on for a man to hold 
office m the public services of his country is to oe his religious or communal 
label I think so long as this pernicious svstem goes on thcie can be no real 
efficiency m the public services oi this country So far as mv community is 
concerned—and I feel that I am representing to you honestly and fairly the 
view of the thinking portion of my community the vast majority of whom are 
poor and are neither landlords nor commercial magnates and thereforo have to 
depend for their livelihood on their daily wages—but arc prepared to say and 
stand by it for all time that merit and merit a'one should be the sole criterion 
for entry into the public services of the country, whether the office is great or 
whether it is small I feel that it is not much use censuring Government on 
matters of this kind I feel, Sir, that we hav< now got into the habit of blaming 
Government for every possible thing It mas be true t’ut Government have 
seen their opportunity to divide us further hi introducing th s method of 
representation on communal lines But wo have to ask ourselves—even my 
Honourable friends opposite have ,- o ask themselves whether we are not ourselves 
responsible flBr giving them this opportunity to throw among us an apple of 
discord I sav that even among the minorities they hive thrown an apple of 
■discord by giving them a round proportion of 8$ per cent and then not 
saying how that proportion is to be divided But T shall give them their due, 
they are impartial in the sense thpt they have no particular love for anv parti¬ 
cular community, they do not love the Hindu more than the Muslim and they 
certainly do not love the Indian Christian They may have some lemorseful 
affection for the Anglo-Indians, but otherwise they arc impartial and they give 
jobs not according to merit but on the nuisance value of each community, the 
greater the nuisance vnlue of the community the greatci will he their weightage 
in the public services and even m this House and other legislatures I submit 
that this is a disgraceful state of affan*! But the question goe- much deeper, 
we must go to the root of it Whv has this pernicious system of communal 
representations come in? Who is reallv responsible md how far has it gone? 
The other day mv Honourable friend Mr Naiiman complained about the in¬ 
adequacy of promotions among the Muslim staff in the railways and said 

Deputy President Order order T do • ot w ish to stop the Honourable 
Member, but the issue before the House is B'o inadequacy of Sikh representa¬ 
tion in the railway services, and the Honouiable Member should confine Rim 
self to that aspect, though a reference was m dc to his own community But 
the time allotted for this debate is only half an hour, and the Honourable 
^Member has already spoken for five minutes 

Lt -Oof Dr J c Ohatterjee : wa<- developing mv argument to show how 
tins trouBtp about the communal percentage can he temoved 

Mr Deputy. President That u a broader question, the time allowed for 
this is only half an hour 


Lt -OOI Dr J O Ohatterjee- I will take only five minutes more Sir I 
have had some experience of Government admin stration Directly a man’ is 
charged with some act of indiscipline or neglect of duty and asked for an 
explanation the first defence he ruts down is “T am a Hindu and mv superior 
officer is a Muhammadan and therefore this charge has been trumped up against 
me and vice versa , and the same thing goes on Sir, we stand todav on the 
threshold of a new era, at any ra+e we are continually reminded that it is so 
Therefore I want to speak to mv friends opposite and T want to ask them 
whether, when they take over the Government, they are prepared to make 
merit and merit alone the first test and the sole test for admission mto the rail 
way services—we are discussing milwnv, now hut it should be true of all pubhc 
services—and thereby remove this canker and this trouble Whv is it that mv 
Honourahle friend today has asked for more representation for Sikhs and foi 
Tnd.an Christians ■> Whs is ,t that mv Honourable friends there yesterdS 
asked for more representation for nw- - v terdav 
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Mr Deputy President Order, ouler 1 have allowed a good deal of latitude 
to the Honourable Mernbei to discuss it l have it minded him that the narrow 
issue before the House is not the geneial policy about communal representation 
but the insufficient representation of Sikhs, and it the Honourable Member has 
any contribution to make on that point he can go on Otherwise I will have to 
ask him to stop 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J 0. Chatterjae. I will wind up in one sentence I will merely 

s.iv that as hfe has brought m the Indian Clmstiaus into it, and m view of what 
he said I feel that as the prebent state of affaiis stinds—which 1 consider is vile 
—his community and my community aie badly healed—so long as this system 
lasts I support his motion And m view of tin suppoit he lias given to me 1 
am prepared to surrender to his communit\ even tlic 3 pu cent which my 
community is said to enjov With these winds I suppoit the motion 

Sard&r Sampuran Smgh (West Punjab h kh) tsn, 1 have enjoyed the 
beautiful speech of my Honouiable friend 1.1 Col ( hattujee, but the feedngs 
and ideas he has expressed arc more ot i p icon who has alwavs lived in high 
society and does not know the pangs and troubles of pool pcopli living outs de, 
the trouble with which thev get education and (Ik hindnaps thev have to 
struggle against to rise m this wcfrld He s^s he is t pool mm Yes, he is 
born a Chatterjee, the highest class of Brahmins in this cotmtrs , ho h- - 
inherited any of those handicaps which the lowei cl ts-.es and those who live in 
the villages have If these backward classes—as we fill them—do not get 
their proper share and encouragement m the Government sumccs, T am afraid 
the greater portion of the population of this cnnnliv will mmm backward For 
the whole nation to stand shoulder to shoulder and to make fiTe wdiolt countrv 
advance it is necessary that the people who hive been left behind so far should 
be encouraged and even fed artificially so that the cnluc n ition mas become one 
harmonious unit 


c With these feW remarks T ^PPort the mot-on of ins 1 hummable friend 
bardar Mangal Smgh and I hope (hat Gc.vemmcnl, who hue not so far looked 
to our rights and claims, will at least in future give us full en<oumge-ment and 
the share which is due to us m the Government seiviccs 

Khan Bahadur Zafar Hosain Khan Sir the House is aw ue that th re is no 
^eoifio reservation foi the Sikh community,, ax has been pointed out hv the 
Honourable Mover, because the C per cent is resuved for them with Tnhan 
Christians and Parsis The All India populition utio foi Sikhs is 1 56 ivr 
cent while the actual lecruitment intake dining the teats 1939 40 to 1944 45 to 
bubordmate Services has been above this figure, viz , 2 1,22,2 2 2 1 1 6 md 
1 8 respectively 

Sardar Mangal Singh What should .1 1,< 1 Wlnl is our slnre according to 
population? - ° 


Khan Bahadur Zafar Hosam Khan I am coming to that, Sn' 

I will explain briefly, Sir, ho* this percentage w is fixed A communal 
~ ° subordmate staff on State owned i ulwavs was earned out on 31st 
December 1932 when the percentage composition of eaeli community was deter- 
fon r u the P eroenta g e <rf Other Almority Communities’ was 

5 86 of which the Sikhs had 1 50, Indian Chustians 3 30 and Parsis 1 06 In 
accordance with the pohev laid down be Government it was decided, therefore, 
that reservation in recruitment should be 6 poi cent foi -Other Mmonty Commu- 

nereLt!, nC U f Th,S re<,ervntlon approximated to the composition 
percentage of Other Minority Communriies’ ns a result of the Census mentioned 
I his 6 per cent has been broken down into different percent igcs for each rail- 
way and the percentage allotted to Sikhs on the N W Railway, the railway m 
which my Honourable friends are particularly interested, is 6 79 Actually on 
that railway the percentage of Sikhs has nsen from 6 8m 1932 to 10 in 1945 
. J' be seen, therefore that Sikhs have actually obtained a greater proportion 
of Appointments than their composition statug m 1932 
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With regard to the demand made by the llonouiable the mover that they 
should be given a separate quota horn the shaic allotted to the Other Minority 
Communities', it may be stated that Kscrvatlons aie neeess^ry only if a 
eommumty is not able to obtain then shale on merit Fi ran the figures which 
I have quoted, it is obvious that Sikhs have obtained more than their share in 
the Subordinate Services * 

With regard to staff on si ilej, ot pav using to Its 230 pn mensem and ovei 
in the old scales of pay and Ivs 200 per muisi m in th< new sc lies, the peicentagc 
of Sikhs m 1934 was 2 which Ins nscii (o 2 29 m 1945 

As regards the intentions of Govcniniei.t 1 o s<_e thii Sikhs git then propel^ 
shaie, it may be mentioned th it on the \ \' h ulwtv, reeimtmerit to Subordi¬ 
nate Services is made bv the N W K Sum Commission one of the Mcmbeis 
of which is a Sikh 

So far as Superior Ku vice's are concerned (In Sikhs shin the 6 per cent 
with ‘Other Minority Communities’ In lhes ( S. ivies flnn pmentage in 1934 
was 1 2 and this has risen to 2 3 in 1945* I \ ill ow ^tatc the p<recntage of 
Sikli^ m Superior Service on the North* \\i tem ]. nlw iv This peri outage in 
administrative posts is 5 88, in Senior scale posK it is 8 54 and m Junior Scale* 
posts and Lower Gazetted Service it is* b»75 i c the ovetall percentage in all 
superior posts on that railway is 7 24 Tt i mno 1 thctefoie, be said that the 
Sikh Community is not receiving their proper slim in Hallway Services 

With regard to promotions mentioned 1<\ (hr Hnnmn ihle thr Mover, I stated 
yesterday in reply to my Honour ihk fin ml Mt Mull iinm.id Naurinn s motion 
that it is the settled policy of Government th it communal quotas are not to 
apply m the case of promotions 

T hope, Sir, that in view of the inform ttion I hive given to tlu> House the 
Honourable the mover will not press his motion 

Sardar Mangal Singh [ do not pi ess the mot on not because the reply given 
bv Government is satisfactoiv but bee mse L don’t vv mt to divide the' House on 
(Ins issue Sir, I wish to withdivv the motion 

The motion was, bv lcive of the House, uifhdnwn 

Need for granting a minimum wage of Rs fiO per mensem to Iimluay 
•employees in the loner Cadre 

Mr Frank R Anthony (Nonmnted Non official) Sn 1 move 
'That the demand under the head Rnlvviv Com! be reduced hv Rs 100 0 

This motion has been put down m nidei to discuss the need foi granting a 
^minimum wage of Rs 60 pei mensem to Rnlvvav tmploveos m the lower cadre 
I might mention m the beginning that it t<- i ifhei unfortumte that those 
wko appear to be the onlv people who lepiesent the interests of i ulwav labour 
should have been allowed about one horn to el si nss their motion And because 
of that it has been rather conspicuous tint the interests of riilwav labour have 
gone by default during these discussions loi n penod of fom da\s 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bsnthall We discussed that it some lengrh on 
e ut motion No 2 

Mr Frank R Anthony A veiv limited disi ussion That was (he onlv motion 
in four days which had anything to do with lailwav laboui But I feel, Sir, that 
I can reasonably ask for the suppnt of all sections of the' House with regard to 
this cut motion 

My Honourable friend, the W it Transpoit Member is bound to tell us that 
my request will raise serious financial lmplie ations not only for the Radw av 
Administration but for the whole Government \dmmistration as such, that they 
only represent one department of Government and \ou cannot expect them 
unilaterally to raise the minimum v 170 level of the tailwav emplovees, otheiwise 
vou will have a similar request fiom othei envpiovees of Government But niv 
submission to this is that the Bail wavs do occupv rathei an unique position m 
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[Mr Frank It Anthony] 
the whole Government machine They are a commercial or quasi-commercial 
organisation which has earned, and is continuing to cam, huge profits If the 
railways do consider introducing this minimum wage, which I have asked for, it 
will not bo necessary r 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir How can they meet the extra expenditure? And 
supposing the ltailways incur a loss/ 

Mr Frank R Antnony Mr Guiuswaim said that he will be able to tell the 
Honourable the War Transpoit Member, if lie will let him, exactly how he 
crn laisc the money in ordei to meet this enhanced cli irgc 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir He cannot do it 

Mr Frank R Anthony No, no He is prepared to tell the Honourable the 
War Transport Member how to rise the money in older to meet this enhanced 
bill 


The Honourable Sir Edward Benth*ll T hope my Honourable friend will do 
the same He has plenty of tunc to do.it ^ 

Mi Frank R Anthony I im i much humbler person I don t arrogate to 
myself any of the knowledge of a linanei il expert A financial expert has been 
defined as a person who tells people how i thing cannot be done These bogeys 
laised by financial experts and economic txptil have been paraded in season 
and out of season Whenevei we get down to pc ice tunc conditions, experts 
tiot out all sorts of ri isons why i thing cannot be done 

Mr Deputy President Oidei, ordei Und'r cut motion No 2, the House 
(list ti'sstd the ntt'tude of (lie If ulvvay Boatd on staff matters especially those 
lelating to wages, allowances, working houis, efc etc The Honourable 
Member in moving his motion should particul irly*confine himself to the issue 
which lie has raised, namelv the need ioi granting a minimum wage of Rs 60 
per mensem to Railw iv employees He should not mix up this with the general 
question which has already been discussed on cut motion No 2 moved by 
Mr Gadgil 

Mr Frank R Anthony [ am niereK mticipatmg some of the reasons which 
L think my Honout tble fnend will adduce in order to rcVist this request of mine 
Vs 1 say, the eionomn experts always tell us in time o< peate that a certain 
thing is impracticable, that this >s a bogey, but whin the need really arises or 
when it becomes unnoidable to get the momy, then some way or another this 
money is procured \nd that is wl ere I want to sound a note of warning to the 
Honourable the War 1i insport Membei The Railways represent perhaps your 
most valuable department il asset oi governmental asset in Tndia today It is 
\our business m the testing times ahead not only to maintain the efficiency of 
the railways but to keep them open and unless you accede to this request you 
will not be able to do either one of these duties One of the Honourable 
Members speaking todav said that the reason foi corruption in certain sections 
of the staff was that the lower staff are inadequately paid I might mention to 
the Honourable the War Transport Member that it is claimed today bv the 
Communist movement that thev represent labour, which includes railway 
labour And as far as I am aware the Communists have, and continue 
increasingly to get, a hold on the labour movement m this country All your 
arguments that you cannot raise the wages, the m mmum wage of the worker in 
this country, will count for nothing m the face of unpending strikes, strikes which 
feci these people who are retting an mcieasing stranglehold on the labour 
movement in this eountrv, will rail and back up with violence That is the 
issue which vou face todav There is no point m trying to fob it off bv 
academic arguments Railway labour today „ mneisinglv joining the fold of 
hese unions which draw their inspiration from certain “isms” which do not 

S ?“ 1 » f M-oSr mto these 

Jill ,v ' 1o s °™efhmg to meet the needs of the lower stratum of 

railway labrm .on will drive them increasingly into the folds of these unions 
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Tbe Honourable Sir Edward Benthall. May 1 ask the Honourable Member 
question? To whom does he refer by “lowest cadre” > Docs he refer to th 
lowest grade of the subordinate service 01 the unskilled labour? 

Hr. Frank R. Anthony 1 am talking about everybody I am not aware o 
the technical difference 1 am talking ol the railway employee We were toll 
the other day that the labourer in the Ahmedabad mills has been put on thi 
minimum wage ol Its bd per month* A tew days ago when I was talking to < 
member ol the European Gioup, who is an influential business man concemet 
with labour, he toid me that they hud anticipated tins increasing demand, which 
has now become universal, loi a minimum living wige by laboui in this country 
and he has introduced a minimum wage ol Es 60 per month to his Lowes! 
stratum ol employee, the labourer if 1 remember aught a minimum of Its 56 
was recommended by a ltoyal Commission on Laboui Why I have put down 
Rs 5 more is to take into account Ihe increased cost ol living today 

before I conclude, Sir, 1 would like to ask the Hououiable the War Transport 
Member a question which has a bearing on tins whole question of wages What 
is your policy with regard to the questiou oi the ronlmuance of dearness allow¬ 
ance and war allowance to the iailwn\ *woiker ' Wc aie told that the war 
officially will end on All Fool s Da> it youi intention also to whittle down 
or abolish altogethci your dearness allowance and othei allowances paid to thef 
railway worker l I would like to have an tmswci to that question because this is 
a matter which is agitating railwai workers throughout the country They feel 
that so long as the cost ol living leinams at its present high level, the railway 
authorities will have no justification loi withdrawing their war time and dearness 
allowances 

This request of mine for a minimum wage is a potfectly legitimate one and 
I feel that if some kind of body is convened to go closciy into this matter, you 
will be able to hud the money with which to meet this request on the part 
ol the workers generally and of the rnlway worker m paiticular Sir, i move 
Mr Deputy President Cut motion moved 

That the demand undei the head ttuluiy Boa id be reduced by Ha 100’ 

Hiss Mam ben Kara (Nominated Non Oflici ilj 1 use to support the cut 
motion of my Honourable friend, Mi Anthony, tor a minimum wage of Rs 60 
It is a little surprising, Sir, that much concern was expressed in the House for 
safeguarding the vested mteiests ,u this country by throwing out yesterday the 
rail-road co-ordmation fthen'ie And for this question, I take it that opinion 
will be expressed by the Membus ol all the Parties that a demand for a minimum 
wage of Rs 60 is not an unjustified request Nobody m this House can say that 
tor a decent human existence—I would not say living, as it is mere existence— 
Rs 60 is an unreasonable, demand on the part ot railway workers I reiterate 
’what I baid before that railways cannot be regarded as a mere commercial 
concern and I would here take the opportunity of replying to my friend, Sir 
COTvasjee Jehangir, who say a that we must remember that railways are a 
busmess»concern I beg to differ fiom him because it is essential they should be 
run as a social service They are for public utility and as such I do not think 
there will be anybody m this House who will consider a minimum wage of 
Rs 60 as something exorbitant m these days when we do not want to go back to 
pre-war standard of life It is gratifying to find that the Honourable Member 
has casually mentioned m his note about the staff in the report that he submitted 
that there will be no immediate reduction in the wages of the railway employees 
Now I am very glad that he has stated that but may I draw his attention to 
the fact that the existing wages are not sufficient? Existing wages are not 
enough for decent condition of life for the worker I would also like to mention 
that the cut motion also involves a matter of principle It is not only a fact 
that it will be a figure of Rs 60 but the question is that a new idea will be 
accepted and that of a minimum wage In no civilized country will you find 
that a minimum wage legislation does not exist I am glad that very 60on the 
Honourable the Labour Member is contemplating to bring such legislation and 



legislative assembly 


[27th Feb 1946 


1644 

[Miss Mamben Kara] 
it Vvili be quite the light thing it on this occasion we give a lead by saying that 
we accept the pimcipie ot the minimum wage My triend who has moved this 
motion has not only done a seivicc by saying that it should be Rs 60, but he 
appeals to all the Members of this House that the principle of minimum, wage 
should bo accepted and 1 say that there should be nobody m this House who will 
say that we should not hive th< minimum w lire punciple adopted So long as 
there is no minimum wa n c levt 1, Him is always the danger that because there 
is a large aimv ot unemployed people the w igcs may drop still further and 
fuither There was a question put by my Honourable friend, Sir Cowasjee 
Jehangir, that if wc kept the wages at 11s 00 whtre was the money coming 
l trom? Sir, 1 am not m a position to give him all the details at tins stage, but 
I will not say that 1 am not m i position to sit down with the Honourable 
transport Member and show him how the budget can he replanned so that the 
workers cm get a minimum wigi ox Its b() Sir, it is only at the time of the 
budget that we c in plan in su< li i way is to show that we really feel that the 
human needs of the woikus, who tun oui mlwuvs md who cany us from one 
place to anothu, should bi provided foi Accepting that pimcipie the Railway ( 
Budget will have to be adjusted m sucli a way as to meet the minimum require¬ 
ments of the workeis It is not mougl io ask how are wc going to meet it? 

It is the task of those people who ue it the head ot the department to see how 
it can be adjusted The workers and the poor man should not be sacrificed, 
simply because wc cannot find the money There arc many other expenses 
which can be reduced so that the standard ol the workers can be increased, so 
that they can have a decent human existence for themselves 

Theic aie many questions com ciiiing the workers which it will be irrelevant 
to iaise at this time They are mentioned m anotlici cut motion but unfortun¬ 
ately we will not have the time loi that I will only take this oppoitumy ot 
saying that the wages of the workirs should be, standardised now that the rail¬ 
ways are coming under state contiol Thuc is a terrible dissatisfaction among 
the woikers on account ot two dilteruit rates ot wages, one in the company 
managed railways and another in the state-owned railways For example on the 
0 T Railway the lates ot wages ot the workeis aie definitely lower than on 
other railways I take this oppoiumilj ol appealing to the Honourable Member 
to see that this distinction is immediately done away with Alter ull the 
workers do the same type ot work Why should fhere’be two different rates of 
wages? 1 appeal io the Iloiiouiable Member to abolish immediately the 
differences in rates ot wages prevailing ovir vauous railways and I once again 
appeal to all sections ot the IJousc to Suppoil the principle that a wage ot 
Its 60 is the minimum absolutely neeessaiy loi human existence , 

With these wolds, Sir, I, suppoit the motion 

SJt. N V Gadgil (Bombay Central Division Non Muhammudan Rural' 

Sir, I support tlie cut met on inoyul by my friend Mr Anthony Somehow ji 
othei he seemed to flunk Ih. t Rs Ml tod iy answered to what he Sailed fie 
minimum wage In India the Railway Di partment is the biggest employer ot 
labour It is time loi the dip utimid to adopt some modern method of dealing 
with the large numbti of libmmrs utidei its control The Minimum Wage 
Legislation is to be found in most of the Western countries and some such 
legislation w is recommended by the Rjyal Commission on Labour in India To 
understand pieciscly what minimum wiqe meins, it is necessary to indicate that 
it should include sufficient food, sufficient clothing, decent housing and adequate 
leisure, to enable the worker to utilise it m order to improve his prospect and 
improve his mental outlook md his general educational equipment In fixing 
the minimum wage care should he taken that it does not become the maximum 
That is a danger which bhould be guarded against, because experience has shown 
us that in most of the industries where some attempt has been made to fix tlje 
minimum wage, that wage remains the maximum throughout the life pf the 
worker In arriving at the minimum wage it is not the wage that is 
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required foi the ordinary worker alone that bhould be taken into account Some 
unit hag to be fixed Foi the piesent L agree with the unit assumed by the 
Textile Enquiry Committee m Bombay They have accepted family as the 
unit The unit to consist of 4 persons and three consumption umts The foui 
persons include the earning man, his wife and two children below 15 Working 
on that standard these four persons^would constitute 8 consumption units 
These four persons must have sufficient food, sufficient clothing, decent housing 
and enough purchasing power to spend the minimum amount of leisure in the 
best possible way There must be some provision for the education of the 
children He must have some luxuries You cannot make the life of the 
worker a real life if you do nob include m it expenditure on pan, smoke, or supun 
oi an occasional visit to the cinema theatre After all when the upper classes* 
do not feel satisfied with their lives, unless they visit cinema theatres, buy books 
of all sorts and enjoy other amenities, these factors must be taken into consi 
delation when one has to fix the minimum wage of the worker Prices of com 
"modities and services which determine the minimum wage are uot stable ueces- 
sanlj You may fix the minimum wage tqflfty but unless there is a machinery 
preseM whereby the minimum wage is reused and brought up from time to time 
m level with the prevailing prices, the minimum wage that may be fixed today 
mi) iontinue till the worker is forced to'threaten a strike If we take the data 
as available today, I said the other day tht minimum wage would work out to 
11s 60 To fix minimum wv.c at Rs 60 today is not advantageous to the 
worker T understand the cut motion as a plea to have minimum wage fixed 
That pnnciple I want to support 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall Sir, my Honourable friend has re- 
feired to a bogey which he anticipated that I shall raise I am going to talk on 
that point, because Honourable Members must realise Jlie seriousness of what 
they are isking for , 

My inerid, Mr Anthony, has altogether outdone Mi Ouruswami He has 
asked for i minimum wage of Ra 60 as against a minimum wage of Rs 36 asked 
for bv the Federation at their Moghulserai meeting 

Mr Frank R Anthony Mr Gadgil wants Rs 69 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I am speaking to the Honourable 
Ml rnbtr’s suggestion in tilts motion Mr Guiuswami asked, m tact, for m 
idditionul 57 crorea a year on this account and apart from that, he asked for 
something extra on dearness allowance bunging the total of his request to 78 
cioits pei annum My Honourable friend’s request would amount, m round 
tiguies, to 100 crores pei annum I will leturn to that m a minute He saicl 
What he was no economic expert and therefore could nob make any suggestion 
is to how to meet this demand Any man of average intelligence could grasp 
Skjub sums of this sott have got to be found from somewhere, and any man ot 
a^age intelligent( ought to be able to sum up whether they are feasible oi 
merely fantastic, or alternatively whetliet something veiv diastic has not got 
to be done on the eai nines side to meet his demand If I may put it in the 
simplest terms, mv friend Mr Anthony could take his own case He demands 
a minimum wage of Rs 60 I have no doubt that being so, that he pays his 
own servants, even the most menial, Rs 60 If lie decides that that is not 
sufficient and he wants to put them up further md he thinks that it ought to be 
Rs 100, he has clearly gob to turn over ra his own mind how he is going to find 
the money to meet that If he is ra ordinary seivice he would ask for more pay, 
if he is a learned barrister he would have to earn more biiefs to pay for it, and 
so precisely is it with the railways If we aie asked to pioduce another 100 
rrores for the staff, we have got to earn moie money, and I think as i result of 
all that I have said in the last week, I really think the House understands th.it 
tact now, but I have met nobody vet with the coinage to say that the two things 
so together T grant of course that a great deal can be done ra the wav of 
ei onomy and more can be done in the way of increasing earnings bv some of th » 
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[fen Edward Benfchalljf 
menus which have been suggested But nevertheless there is as far as we ean 
see at present a serious gap My Honourable friend asks lor a sum of Its 100 
eiores per annum iij he will add that to the figure which we pay foi staff now, 
that is, 75 crores, he will reach the total of 175 crores He is asking that the 
wage bill, without dearness allowance oiranything else, should be increased by 
125 per cent at a stroke of the pen In other words, he asks for a wage bill of 
175 crores per annum against a pre-war wage bill of 55 crores—that is to say, he 
asks that the wage bill should be put up to over 500 pei cent , when the railways 

themselves have put up their rates and fares by 8 per cent bir ( those figures 

•strike me as being puiely f mtastie, and as I said before I cannot understand how 
any man of such eminence and legal acumen as my Honourable fnend can 
senously put them ioiward without coupling (hem with some constructive 

suggestion If you take the wage bill of 175 eiores ind idd to it the other 

lntsc tpabk items ot the lftilw iys including inteiost and depreciation tund contri¬ 
bution, you will hud that the total will come to something like 2b0 crores 
Next year oui budget is m the nature of Rs 180 cioies ot receipts To bridge 
tlit difference of some 80 eiores tn so you w oil’d m fact h ive to laise voip fares 
i by 50 per cent 4 

I At this stage Air President (Ihe Honourable Mi G V Mavalankar) tesumed 
the Chair] 

and membeis tliib alteinoon have still been compluining that the rates 
and f.ues are alieady high enough 1 entiiely agree with that point of view 
You do not want to ioice up youi iuie at the i \peusc of the poorer sections of 
the peojfie, nor do you want to force up your rates at the expense of the 
industries of the country My Honouiable friend said that what he was asking 
foi applied to ail classes of workers, whether they are skilled, unskilled, subordi¬ 
nate or inferior It must of course be confessed that the unskilled workers do 
not get anything like that figure But m the subordinate services, the lowest 
giade alieady receive a minimum wage of Its 30 with an allowance during the 
wai ot Rs 10—that is Rs 40—and they receive a dearness allowance which 
vanes aecouhng to the /one from Rs 14 to Rs 20, and they receive grain shop 
benefits which on the average come to about Rs 13 If you add all these three 
figuies together you will find that the mimmuin of the subordinate grade is 
something between Rs 07 and Rs 73 so that, so far as the subordinate services 
are concerned they are already receiving the minimum w'hich my Honourable 
friend is asking for 


If anything in the nature of those figures were to bo conceded by the railways, - 
alone, one must consider what the effect would be not only upon Government 
servants but upon all classes of labour in the country Such a move has to be' 
done not in one depaitment of Government only by the railways putting up 
their rates, but by concerted action throughout the country Otherwise mdivi 
dual action by particular Government departments would create repercussions 
not only upon other departments of the Central Government but also upon the 
Provincial Governments and finally upon all employers throughout the country 
T do not know quite how rny Honourable friend would piopose to deal with the 
situation which would arise from agricultural labourers not getting an economic 
wage, a wage which was not fixed by legislation, while all other workers re¬ 
ceived the minimum of Rs 60 How would he reconcile the two and would it 
not be necessarv also to apply this minimum wage to agricultural workers, and 
it so how would he enfoiee it in agricultural areas’ No, Sir I am merely sav¬ 
ing this because a request has now been mide for the lailways to tike the le id 
regaidlesa of mvhcvh else T maintain that that is not possible Government 
must deil with these problems as a whole, and the economy of the whole 
country must be viewed as a whole For instance, if we put up wages bv this 
amount would the Honourable Member—and I have shown that it would bo 
necessary-put up rates and fares bv 50 per cent The next cry we should bear 
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would be that the poor agriculturist who is not getting the minimum wage 
could not afford to send his goods to the market Once again, therefore, at 
this late hour I do most sincerely appeal to my Honourable friends, when they 
are putting forward these demands, to take mto account also the other side of 
the picture Bepeatedly m almost every quarter of the House 

Mr. President. Is the Honourable'Memhei likeh to take long? He can 
finish his scuttneo jl hi likis rt is lime 

(It being livi ot th< clock) 

(The Honourable the War Transport Member lesumed Ins seat) 


1)1-MAM) No I 

Mr President The question is 


ending the 31st da of Mu.h 1947, 

The motion was adopted 


Demand No 2 — 'Vudit 
Mr President The question is 

' That a amii not ex.ceding Us 18,78,000 be gianted to the Goveinm ( 
to defray Ills charges which mil ionic in eouise ot . iwmiit duiiug the 
31gt day of March, 1947, in respect ot Audit 
The motion was adopted 


ial in ( ounnl 
• ending the 


Demand No 3 -♦Misceli aneous Expenditure 

Mr President The question is 

That a sum not exceeding Ks 45,00,000 be giauted to the Unein, General in t ouncil 
to defrav tbe chaiges whieh xvill come in eouise of payment duung the veai Lndiii- the 
31st div ot Maieh, 1947, in respect ot Miscellaneous Expenditure 
The motion was, adopted* 


Demand No 5 —Payments to Indian States and Companies 

Mr President The question is 

_ that a svnn not exceeding Rs 1,76,85,000 be granted to the Governor Geneial in Lounml 
t\defraj the .barges viliien mil come m eouise ui payment duung the year ending the 
^it day of March, 1947, in lespect of Payments to Indim States and Companies ’ 

^\Hie motion was adopted 

Demand No 6-A—Working Expenses—Maintenance oe Structural Works 


Mr President The question is 

That a sum not exceeding Rs 16,74,36,000 be glinted to the Governor Geneial in Council 
to defray the charges which mil i/jine in eouise of piymuit during the year endlil = the 
31st day of March, 1947, in lespect of Woiking Expenses—Maintenance of btiu.turil 
Works 

'} lie motion was adopted 


Demand No 6-B —Working Expenses—Maintenance and Supply of Loco¬ 
motive Power 


Mr President The question is 

“That a gum not exceeding Rs 42,59,97,000 be granted to the Governor General in ( cm 
to defray the charges which will come in eouise of payment during the year ending 
81«t day of March, 1947 in respect of ‘Wbrkuig Expenses—Maintenance and Sumac 
Locomotive Power’ ” J 


’lie 


The motion was adopted 
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Demand No 6 0 —Working Expenses—Maintenance of Carriage and 
Wagon Stock 

Mr President Ihe question is 

l hat a sum not exceeding Ka 16 41 84 000 be granted to the Goveinoi Geneial m Council 
to defiay the chaiges which will come n oouise ot payment during the year ending the 
31at day ol Maich 1947 in leapecb ot Wording Expenses—Maintenance of tainage and 
Wagon Stock 

The motion wi<- adopted 

Dimand No 0 D — Working Expenses—Maintenance and Working of Ferry 
« Steamers and Harbours 

Mr President ihe question is 

ihat a sum not \ccedmg R» 57 72 000 be gianted t the Go emoi ( cial in t ouncil 
to lefiay the chaiges vlncli will tome in couisc cl pavn ent dunng the ycai nding tha 
31st dav of March 1947 in i apect t VV ihin 0 Lvpcnses— Mamtename and Woiking of. 
leny Steamers and Ilaibouis 
Ihe motion was adopted 

Demand No 6 E —Working Expenses—Expenses of '1 raffic Department 

Mr President The question is 

That a sum not excee ling Rs 18 29 82 000 be granted to the Govemoi General in Council 
to defray the charges wmch will oma in coutse of payment during the year ending tha 
31st uay of March 1947 in ie»pect of Working Expenses—Expense* of Traffic Department 
r lhe motion was adopted 

Demand No 6 F—Working Expenses—Exjbns.es ot General Departments 

Mr President The que&Uou is 

1 hat a sum not ex ceding Ks 6 81 59 000 be gianted to the Goveinoi General in council 
to defray the charges which will come in couise of payment during the yeir ending the 
31st day ot March 1947 in respect ot Wbiking Expenses—txj cnees of Geneial Depait ' 
meals 

The motion was adopted 

Demand No bG—W orking Expenses—Misceilaneous Expenses 
Mr. President Ihe q lcstion is 

• lhat a sum not ex e I n n Rs 17 82 44 000 be gianted to the Goveinoi General in Council 
to defiay tho charges win h will cumo in ouise ol payment duung the year ending the 
31st day of March 1947 in respect ol Working Expenses—Miscellaneous Expenses -* 
Ihe motion wag adopted 

Demand No 6H—Working Lxpknses—Expenses of Electrical DeiaRt 
MENT 


Mr President" The question is 

That a sum not exceeding Ks 5 84 49 000 be granted to the Goveinoi General in Council 
to defray the charges which will come in course ot payn ent^during the year ending the 
31st day ot March 1947 m respect ot Woiking Expensej^Lxpenseg of Mectrical Depait 

Ihe motion was adopted 

Dlmand No 7— Working Lnplnsls—Cppropriation to Depreciaiion Funi> 

Mr President Ihe question is 

That a sum not exceeding Rs 13 21 62 000 be gianted to the Governor General m Connell 
t letray the chaiges which will come in oouise of payment dunng the vcai ending the 
31st day of March 1947 m respect ot Working Expenses—"Appropriation to DepreciatlGO 
1und 

Thl motion was adopted 
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